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BOOKS   publiflied  by    M.   CARE  Y. 

(Price  37  1-2  Cents.) 

M'FINGAL,  AN  EPIC  POEM,  IN  FOUR  CANTOS. 

By  JOHN  TRUMBULL,  Ef<j. 


(Price  25  Cents.) 

CHARMS  OF  MELODY ; 

A  choice  collection  of  the  moll  approved  fongs,  catches,  duets,  &c. 


(Price  62  1-2  Cents.) 

EXAMINATION    OF   SHEFFIELD'S    OBSERVATIONS    ON 
THE  COMMERCE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


(Price  87  1-2  Cents.) 

THE  LADY's  POCKET  LIBRARY. 

CONTAINING 

Mifs  More's  Effays.  I      Mrs.  Chapone's  Letter  on  the  govern- 


Dr.  Gregory's  Legacy  to  his  Daughters.  |  ment  of  the  temper. 

Lady  Pennington's  unfortunate  mother's  Swift's  Letter  to  a  Young  Lady  newly 

advice  to  her  Daughter.  married. 

Marchionefs  de  Lambert's  Advice  of  a         Moore's  Fables  for  the  Female  Sex. 
mother  to  her  Daughter. 

PREFACE. 

"  The  editor  of  this  publication  hopes,  from  the  eftablifhed  reputation  of  the  feyeral 
tracts  of  which  it  is  compofed,  that  it  will  be  found  a  more  complete  fyftem  for  the  in- 
ftrutYion  of  the  female  world,  than  perhaps  any  other  extant. 

"  A  volume  under  the  prefent  title  was  lately  published  in  England  and  Ireland,  and 
had  a  moft  rapid  fale,  having  been  purchafed.  by  almoil  every  lady  of  tafte  in  thofe 
kingdoms.  To  this  volume,  the  American  editor  has  added  Mifs  More's  Effays — 
Mrs.  Chapone's  letter  on  the  government  of  the  temper — and  Swift's  Letter  to  a  Lady 
newly  married.  Thefe  have  confiderably  enhanced  its  value — and  he  doubts  not,  the 
ladies,  on  this  fide  the  Atlantic,  will  be  as  generous  in  their  encouragement  of  a  work 
intended  for  their  advantage,  as  thofe  in  England  and  Ireland  have  been." 


(Price  Three  Dollars  and  a  third.) 

BLAIR's LECTURES  on  RHETORIC  and  BELLES  LETTRES. 

In  Two  volumes,  8vo. 


GUTHRIE's  GEOGRAPHY  IMPROVED. 

Containing  nearly  50  maps,  including  thofe  of  all  the  United  States. — Price  to  fub- 
fcribers,  Sixteen  Dollars,  bound  in  two  volumes,  and  the  maps  feparate.  To  non-fub- 
fcribers,  Eighteen  Dollars. 


(Price  371-2  Cents.) 

LADIES'    FRIEND. 

Being  a  f.reatife  on  thofe  virtues  and  qualifications,  which  are  the  brighteft  ornament 
to  the  fair  lex,  and  render  them  niolt  agreeable  to  the  feafible  part  of  mankind. 


BOOKS    publiflied  by   M.    CARE  Y. 

(Price  62  1-2  Cents.) 

LETTERS  TO  MARRIED  WOMEN, 

On  Nurfing,  and  the  management  of  Children. 
By  Dr.   HUGH  SMITH. 
Ext 'raft from  the  Monthly  Review,  vol.   3  8 ,  page   I O I . 
"  We  recommend  thefe  letters  to  the  perufal  of  thofe,  to  whom  they  are  particularly 
addreffed.     They  are  plain,  fenfible  and  entertaining." 

Ext  raft  from  the  Critical  Review,  vol.  14,  page  4°5» 
"  The  fubjecl:  of  thefe  letters  is  fometimes  phyfical,  fometimes  moral  ;  and  from  the 
florid  and  perluafive  manner  in  which  they  are  written,  we  make  no  doubt  but  they  will 
procure  a  good  reception  with  the  fair  to  whom  they  are  addreffed." 


(Price  80  Cents.) 

LETTERS  FROM  AN  AMERICAN  FARMER : 

Defcribing  certain  provincial  fituations,  manners,  and  cuftoms,  and  conveying  fome 
idea  of  the  people  of  North-America.  Written  to  a  friend  in  England,  by  HECTOR 
St.   JOHN,  a  Farmer  of  Pennfylvania. 


(Price  One  Dollar  and  a  Quarter.) 

SMITH'S  HISTORY  OF  NEW- YORK, 

From  its  fnft  difcovery,  to  the  year  1732.  To  which  is  annexed  a  defcription  of  the 
country,  with  a  fhort  account  of  the  inhabitants,  their  religious  and  political  ftate,  and 
the  conttitution  of  the  courts  of  juftice. 

"  Lo  !  fwarming  o'er  the  new-difcover'd  world, 

"  Gay  colonies  extend  ;  the  calm  retreat 

"  Of  undeferv'd  diftrefs."  Thompson. 


(Price  Two  Dollars.) 

COMPLETE  ATLAS  FOR  THE  PRF^1 

Containing — Maps  of  the  United  Provinces,  of  the  Ne 
many,  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  of  Italy,  and  the  Weft-Int    » 


(Price  18  1-2  Cents.) 

CATECHISM  OF  MAN, 

Pointing  out  from  found  principles  and  acknowledged  fads,  the  rights  and  duties  of 

every  rational  being. 
"  Am  I  therefore  become  your  enemy,  becaufe  I  tell  you  the  truth  ?"     Gal.  iv.  6. 

"  This  catechifm  is  the  veryquintelTence  of  political  herefy.  In  defiance  of  the  ir- 
refiftible  demonitration  with  which  contrary  dodtrines  have  been  fupported,  the  writer 
has  the  effrontery  to  teach,  that  all  men  are  born  perfectly  equal  in  refpec~t  to  their 
rights  ;  that  government  originates  in  the  will  of  the  people  ;  that  the  people  have  & 
rightto  choofe  their  own  magiftrates,  and  to  deliberate  on  other  matters  of  government; 
that  all  magiftrates  are,  or  ought  to  be,  fubjedl  to  the  law  ;  that  refiftance  to  the  ufur- 
pations  of  defpotic  governments,  is  lawful ;  that  obedience  to  a  free  government  is  a  du- 
ty ;  and  that  the  beft  form  of  government  is  that  which  promotes  the  people's  profperity 
and  happinefs  in  the  greater*  degree."  Monthly  Review,  Jan.   1794,  p.  109. 

Said  CARET  has  in  the  Prefs,  and  will  Speedily  Publifi, 

Adventures  of  Roderk  Random,  2  vols. 

Plowden's  hiftory  of  the  Britilh  Empire,  from  May  1792,  to  December  1793. 

Jefferfon's  Notes  on  Virginia. 

Ldwards's  treatife  on  Religious  Affe&ions. 

Bunyan's  Holy  War,  carried  on  by  Shaddai  againft  Diabolus. 

Beattie's  elements  of  Moral  Science,  vol.  2. 

Gay's  Fables, 

Inquifitor,  by  Mrs.  Rowfon. 


BOOKS, 

Published  by  M.  CAREY,  No.  118,  Market-Street. 

(Prix  un  Gourde.) 

JOURNAL  DURANT  UN  SEJOUR  EN  FRANCE, 

Depuis  le  commencement  d'Aout  jufqura  la  mi  Decembre  1792,  auquel  ell  ajoute 
un  recit  des  eveneme  is  les  plus  remarquab'.es  qai  out  eu  lieu  a  Paris,  depuis  cette 
epoque  jufqu'3  la  mort  du  Roi  de  France.     Tome  premier. 


(Prix  deux  GourJins.) 

LES  ELEMENS  DE  LA  LANGUE  ANGLOISE, 

Developpes  d'une  maniere  nouvelle,  facile,  et  tres-concife,  en  forme  \le  dialogues  j 
ou  la  prononciation  eft  enfeigneepar  une  affemblage  de  lettres,  qui  forme  des  fons  firni- 
laires  en  Francois,  etoulajufte  mefure  de  chaque  fyllabe  eft  determinee;  avec  des 
phrafes  familieres,  et  des  dialogues  tres-intereffans  pour  ceux  qui  fouhaitent  parler  Ang- 
lois  conectement,  et  en  peu  de  terns. 

Nouvelle  edition,  revue,  corrigee,  et  enrichie  de  plufieurs  nouvelles  regies  et  re- 
marques,  fervant  a  ecarter  les  difficultes,  qui  retardent  les  progres  des  etrangers. 

Par    V.    J.  PEYTON. 


(Price  a  Quarter  Dollar.) 

SHORT  ACCOUNT  OF  ALGIERS. 

Containing — A  defcription  of  the  climate  of  that  country — of  the  manners  and  cuf- 
toms  ot  the  inhabitants — and  of  their  feveral  wars  againft  Spain,  France,  England, 
Holland,  Venice,  and  other  powers  of  Europe — from  the  ufurpation  of  BarbaroiTa  and 
the  invalion  of  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  to  the  prefent  time. — With  a  concife  view  of 
the  origin  of  the  war  between  Algiers  and  the  United  States. 

Embellifhedwith  a  map  of  Barbary,  comprehending  Morocco,  Fez,  Algiers,  Tunis, 
and  Tripoly. 


SHORT  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  MALIGNANT  FEVER, 

Lately  prevalent  in  Philadelphia,  with  a  ftatement  of  the  proceedings  that  took  place 
on  the  fubjedr.  in  different  parts  of  the  United  States.  To  which  are  added,  accounts  of 
the  plague  in  London  and  Marfeilles,  and  a  lift  of  the  dead  in  Philadelphia  from  Auguft, 
to  the  middle  of  December,    1793. 

By  MATHEW  CAREY. 

(Price  Haifa  Dollar  in  blue  paper — Three  Quarters  of  a  Dollar  bound.) 


(Price  Nineteen  Dollars  and  one-fifth.) 

AMERICAN    MUSEUM, 

From  its  commencement  in  January,  1787,  to  its  termination  in  December,  1792. 
Twelve  volumes  8vo. 

"  The  American  Mufeum  is  not  only  eminently  calculated  to  diffeminate  political, 
agricultural,  philofophical,  and  other  valuable  information — but  it  has  been  uniformly 
conducted  with  tafte,  attention,  and  propriety.  If  to  thefe  important  objects  be  fuper- 
added  the  more  immediate  defign,  of  refcuing  public  documents  from  oblivion,  I  will 
venture  to  pronounce,  as  my  fentiment,  that  a  more  ufeful  literary  plan  has  never  been 
undertaken  in  America,  nor  one  more  deferving  of  public  encouragement." 

Gen.  Washington. 

Vol.  I.  A 


BOOKS   publ'ifhed  by  M.  CARE  Y. 

(Price  One  Dollar  Thirty-three  Cents.) 

YOUNG    MISSES'    MAGAZINE. 

Containing — Dialogues  between  a  Governefs  and  feveral  Young  Ladies  of  Quality 
her  fcholars. — In  which  each  Lady  is  made  to  fpeak  according  to  her  particular  genius, 
temper,  and  inclination — Their  feveral  faults  are  pointed  out,  and  the  eafy  way  to 
amend  them,  as  well  as  to  think,  and  fpeak,  and  ail  properly  ;  no  lefscare  being  taken 
to  form  their  hearts  to  goodnefs,  than  to  enlighten  their  underftandines  with  ufeful 
knowledge.  A  fhort  and  clear  abridgment  is  alfo  given  of  facred  and  profane  Hiftory, 
and  fome  leffons  in  Geography.  The  ufeful  is  blended  throughout  with  the  agreeable, 
the  whole  being  interfperfed  with  proper  reflexions  and  moral  Tales. 

Tranflated  from  the  French  of 

Ma dem.  LE  PRINCE  DE  BEAUMONT. 

In  Four  Volumes. 

Extracl  from  the  Critical  Revhiv,  Augnjl  1737,  /.  177» 
"  When  it  is  remembered  how  much  the  happincfs  of  fociety  depends  upon  the  educa- 
tion of  its  individuals,  we  (hall  be  pardoned  for  taking  notice  of  one  of  the  belt  works  that 
has  been  written  to  that  end  ;  fince,  however  trifling  it  may  at  firft  appear,  it  is  certainly 
important  in  the  main.  The  intention  ofthefe  dialogues  is  to  give  a  juft  way  of  think- 
ing, fpeaking,  and  acting  to  young  people,  according  to  their  different  ftations  of  life  : 
and  they  every  where  contribute  to  enlighten  the  underftanding,  and  to  form  the  heart 
to  goodnefs.  Here  we  find  the  ufeful  and  agreeable  happily  blended,  a  fhort  and  clear 
abridgment  of  facred  and  profane  hiftory,  and  fome  leffons  in  geography." 


(Price  Eighty  Cents.) 

DUNCAN'S  ELEMENTS  OF  LCGIC. 

In  Four  Books. 

BOOK  I.  Of  the  origin  of  our  ideas,  their  various  divifions,  and  the  manner 
in  which  they  contribute  to  the  increafe  of  knowledge  ;  with  a  philofophical  account  of 
the  rife,  progrefs,  and  nature  of  human  language. 

BOOK  II.  Of  the  grojndof  human  judgment,  the  doctrine  of  proportions,  their 
ufe  in  reafoning,  and  divifion  intofelf-evident  and  demonftrable. 

BOOK  III.  Of  reafoning  and  demonftration,  with  their  application  to  the  invefti- 
gation  of  knowledge  and  the  common  affairs  of  life. 

BOOK  IV.  Of  the  method  oi  invention  and  fcience,  where  the  feveral  degrees  of 
evidence  are  examined,  the  notion  of  certainty  is  fixed  and  ftatedi  and  the  parts  of 
knowledge  in  which  it  may  be  attained,  demonftrated  at  large. 


(Price  62  1-2  Cents.) 

CHARLOTTE— A  TALE  OF  TRUTH, 

A  Novel — By   Mrs.   Rowson,  of  the   New  Theatre,  Philadelphia — Author  of 
Victoria,  the  Inquilitor,  Fillede  Chambre,  &c. 

ExtraB  from  the  Critical  Revienvy  April  1791,  p.  468. 
**  IT  may  be  a  Tale  of  Truth,  for  it  is  not  unnatural,  and  it  is  a  tale  of  real  diftrefs 
—Charlotte,  by  the  artifice  of  a  teacher,  recommended  to  a  fchool,  from  humanity  ra- 
ther than  a  conviction  of  her  integrity,  or  the  regularity  of  her  former  conduct,  is  enti- 
ced from  her  governefs,  and  accompanies  a  young  officer  to  America. — The  marriage 
ceremony,  if  not  forgotten,  is  poftponed,  and  Charlotte  dies  a  martyr  to  the  inconftancy 
of  her  lover,  and  treachery  of  his  friend. — The  fituations  are  artlefs  and  affecting — the 
defcriptions  natural  and  pathetic  ;  we  fhould  feel  for  Charlotte,  if  fuch  a  perfon  ever  exift- 
ed,  who,  for  one  error,  fcarcely,  perhaps,  deferved  fo  fevere  a  punifhment.  If  it  is  a 
fiction,  poetic  juftice  is  not,  we  think)  properly  diftributed." 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


Among  the  numerous  publications  which  have  ap- 
peared in  England  upon  the  fubjecl  of  the  French 
Revolution,  it  is  a  lingular  circumftance,  that  not  one 
is  to  be  found,  deferving  the  name  of  Hiitory.  The 
fketch  which  has  been  translated  from  the  Almanach 
Hiftorique  of  M.  Rabaut  is  fo  extremely  brief,  that 
it  does  not  even  narrate  the  principal  facts;  and  from 
the  fituation  and  circumftances  of  the  author,  it  is  ne- 
ceiTarily  partial,  and  may  be  confidered  rather  as  an 
oration  or  panegyric  than  as  an  hiftorical  narrative. 
The  Hiftory  of  Baron  Dillon  proceeds  no  farther 
than  the  taking  of  the  Baftille;  and  a  work  publifhed 
in  1792,  under  the  title  of  An  Hiftorical  Sketch  of 
the  French  Revolution,  ends  with  the  difTolution  of 
the  firft  afl'embly.  The  charge  of  grol's  partiality  al- 
io applies  to  this  lad  work;  and  we  may  venture  to 
add,  that  the  fafts  are  in  general  very  incorrectly 
ilated. 

It  would  be  a  deception  upon  the  Public,  with 
which  the  Authors  would  be  extremely  forry  to  have 
occafion  to  charge  themfelves,  were  they  to  conceal 
that  a  confiderable  portion  of  the  following  pages  has 
already  appeared  in  the  New  Annual  Regifter.  The 
Hiftory  of  the  French  Revolution  in  that  work  was 
originally  written  with  a  view  to  a  feparate  publica- 
tion ;  and  in  the  prefent  volumes  it  appears  in  an  im- 
proved and  corrected  ftate.  The  caufes  of  the  Revo- 
lution are  alfo  developed  in  an  introductory  chapter; 
and  the  narrative  is  continued  to  the  prefent  time,  as 
well  as  the  fcattered  and  imperfect  materials  which 
have  latterly  reached  this  country  would  permit. 

The 


iv  ADVERTISEMENT. 

The  reafons  muft  be  obvious,  why  the  names  of  the 
Authors  cannot  be  made  public.  The  reader,  howe- 
ver, may  be  allured,  that  the  work  has  not  fufFered  in 
any  refpeft  from  this  circumilance  ;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, that  the  utmoft  attention  has  been  exerted  to 
give  it,  what  alone  renders  any  hiftory  eftimabie,  au- 
thenticity. 

The  Authors  have  prefumed  to  affix  to  their  title 
the  epithet  Impartial;  and  the  reafon  is,  becaufe  they 
cannot  charge  themfelves  with  feeling  the  fmalleft 
bias  to  any  party,  but  that  of  truth  and  liberty  :  and 
thev  flatter  themfelves,  that  their  readers  will  find  not 
only  every  circumftance  fairly  represented,  but  every 
cenfurable  tranfaftion,  whoever  were  the  authors  or 
actors,  marked  in  its  proper  colours.  If  it  was  necef- 
fary  to  make  a  declaration  of  their  own  principles, 
they  would  fay,  they  are  neither  tory  nor  repub- 
lican— they  love  liberty  as  Englifh  Whigs,  and  ex- 
ecrate every  criminal  aft  by  which  fo  noble  a  caufe 
is  endangered  or  difgraced. 

In  the  prefent  ferment  of  the  public  mind,  they 
cannot  flatter  themfelves  with  the  hope  of  feeing  this 
claim  univerfally  acknowledged.  On  the  contrary, 
they  are  well  afTured,  that  thefe  pages  will  not  be  ac- 
ceptable to  the  zealots  of  either  party.  But  when 
time  (hall  have  diffipated  the  clouds  of  political  de- 
ception, and  appealed  the  tumult  of  the  paffions,  they 
will  with  fome  confidence  expeft  that  verdift  from 
public  opinion,  which  candour  and  moderation  fel- 
dom  fail  to  receive.  Let  it  be  remembered,  howe- 
ver, that  though  they  would  be  thought  impartial, 
they  do  not  pretend  to  be  infallible.  It  is  impoffible 
that  among  fo  confiderable  a  mafs  of  recent  fafts, 
fome  error  and  miflake  fhould  not  occafionally  be 
difcovered.  Of  fome  events,  the  true  caufes  cannot 
be  known,  and  fome  have  been  doubtlefs  mifrepre- 
fented  by  the  principal  actors.  They  therefore  ear- 
neftlv  entreat,  that  fhould  thefe  volumes  fall  into  the 
hands  of  any   perfons  who  are  capable  of  correcting 

any 


ADVERTISEMENT.  v 

any  part  of  the  narrative,  or  of  imparting  any  infor- 
mation of  importance,  they  will  communicate  it  to 
the  publiflier,  and  they  may  depend  upon  it,  that  the 
earlieft  opportunity  will  be  taken  to  print  the  correc- 
tions, and  bring  them  forward  in  the  molt  conveni- 
ent form  to  the  Public. 

One  apology  perhaps  may  be  required.  The  hif- 
tory  may  appear  too  circumftantial  in  fome  initances 
in  recording  dates.  The  obvious  anfwer  is,  that  the 
book  is  intended  as  a  book  of  fa6b,  as  a  work  that 
may  occafionally  be  referred  to  with  fome  degree  of 
confidence.  That  being  the  cafe,  the  Authors  hope 
to  Hand  excufed,  if  they  mould  be  found  guilty  of 
having  in  a  few  inflances  facrificed  ornament  at  the 
fhrine  of  utility. 

In  a  Work  compiled  from  fo  many  different  fources, 
it  was  found  impodible  to  quote  diftinftly  the  autho- 
rities at  the  bottom  of  the  page.  To  fupply  in  fome 
meafure  that  defect,  the  following  lift  of  authorities 
is  lubjoined : 

The  Journals  of  Debates  and  decrees  of  the  Con- 
ftituent  and  Legiflative  AlTembly,  and  of  the  Nation- 
al Convention  ;  90  vol.  8vo. 

The  Moniteur  and  the  other  newfpapers  of  Paris. 

The  Courier  de  Londres,  Morning  Chronicle,  and 
other  Englifh  papers. 

Hiftoire  de  la  Revolution  8c  Conftitution  Fran- 
coife,  par  deux  Amis  de  la  Liberte  ;  7  vol.  8vo. 

Precis  de  l'Hiftoire  de  la  Revolution,  par  J.  P. 
Rabaut.     Paris. 

Hiftoire  de  la  Confpiration  de  10  Aout,  1792,  par 
L.  C.  Bigot  de  St.  Croix. 

Compte  Rendu  au  Miniftre  de  la  Guerre,  par  le 
Lieut.  Gen.  A.  Dillon. 

Compte  Rendu  a  fes  Concitoyens,  par  Jerome  Fe- 
tion. 

Derniers  Tableaux  de  Paris,  par  M.  Peletier. 
Mon  Agonie. 
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BY  a  fingular  fatality,  trance,  at  once  the  moil  po- 
pulous and  the  moft  enlightened  nation  on  the 
continent  of  Europe,  had  remained  under  the  yoke  of 
defpotic  authority  during  the  protracted  period  of  more 
than  one  hundred  and  feventy  years.  It  may  indeed  be 
doubted  whether  the  fervitude  of  the  people  might  not 
be  traced  to  a  date  fliil  more  remote,  fince  the  feudal 
Vol.  L  B 
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inflitutions  were  little  calculated  to  promote  the  welfare 
of  the  community  at  large,  and  fince  that  pernicious 
latitude  of  authority,  which  was  latterly  the  excluiive 
inheritance  of  the  monarch,  had  been  previoufly  in  all 
probability  only  portioned  out  among  an  oppreffive  and 
rapacious  nobility. 

It  would  be  a  fource  of  confolation  to  mankind,  if 
we  could  lay  it  down  as  a  maxim,  that  the  extreme  of 
tyranny  is  always  productive  of  liberty ;  but  the  long 
depreflion  of  enflaved  Rome,  as  well  as  more  modern 
examples,  forbid  us  to  indulge  the  flattering  fpeculati- 
on.  It  is  however  fome  difcouragement  to  defpotifm5 
that,  in-certain  circumitances,  a  revolution  is  common- 
ly the  confequence  of  great  oppreffion ;  and  that  it  is 
difficult,  if  not  impoffible,  for  a  monarch  to  guard,  by 
any  artificial  arrangements,  the  fancluaries  of  arbitrary 
power. 

Hiftory  ancient  or  modern  affords  no  inftance  of  a 
country  in  which  defpotifm  was  reduced  to  fo  complete 
a  fyflem  as  in  France.  The  king  levied  taxss,  by  his 
fole  authority,  to  a  greater  annual  amount  than  are 
raifed  by  the  whole  of  thofe  immenfe  territories  which 
compofe  the  Germanic  body.  The  people  were  ftudi- 
oufly  depreffed  by  poverty,  ignorance  and  extortion. 
They  had  no  rights,  or  were  carefully  inftrucled  never 
to  claim  them.  Every  private  citizen  was  liable  to  be 
forced  by  the  officers  of  government  from  his  ffarving 
family  to  work  in  fome  corvee  of  public  concern,  or  of 
abfurd  magnificence — He  was  taxed  to  more  than  half 
the  amount  of  his  income ;  and  among  thefe  one  of 
the  moll:  oppreffive  was  the  gabelle  or  fait  tax,  by 
which  he  was  forced  to  pay  at  an  exorbitant  rate  for 
that  neceflary  commodity,  while  he  was  neither  allow- 
ed to  purchafe  when  he  pleafed,  nor  to  aicertain  the 
quantity,  but  both  were  left  at  the  difcretion  of  the 
farmers  of  the  revenue. 

Tyranny  exercifed  upon  the  property  of  a  nation 
mud  ever  be  accompanied  with  a  tyranny  againft  their 
perfons.  The  king  and  his  minifters  pofleffed  an  unli- 
mited power  of  imprifoixment— Under  the  pretence  of 
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preferring  the  public  tranquillity  againft  traitors  and 
infurgents,  the  deteftable  invention  of  lettres  de  cachet 
was  contrived  :  and  this  practice  was  carried  to  fuch  a 
dreadful  excefs,  that  they  were  notorioufly  fold  by  the 
miftreffes  and  favourites  of  the  monarch,  and  even  by 
their  fubordinate  agents ;  by  which  any  perfon  of  the 
higher  claries,  for  a  pecuniary  confideration,  might 
gratify,  to  the  full  extent,  his  envy,  his  caprice,  or 
his  revenge. 

The  chain  of  defpotifm  defcended,  The  privileged 
orders,  as  they  were  called,  the  nobility  and  clergy, 
participated  in  the  rapine  and  injuftice  of  the  court. 
The  nobility  were  bribed  to  the  fupport  of  this  im- 
menfe  fabric  of  corruption  and  mifery,  by  a  complete 
exemption  from  all  public  contributions ;  and  their 
pafnons  were  gratified  with  the  privilege  of  procuring 
lettres  de  cachet,  upon  mod  oceafions,  againft  thofe 
who  offended  or  difpleafed  them.  The  clergy  are  faid 
to  have  been  inverted  with  nearly  a  fifth  of  the  net  pro- 
duce of  the  whole  kingdom,  exclufive  of  eftates  of 
immenfe  value. 

The  adminidration  of  juftice  was  well  calculated  to 
affimilate  with  the  reft  of  the  fyftern.  The  criminal 
trials  were  generally  fecret,  and  the  date  trials  always 
fo — But  the  mod  complete  abiurdity  was,  that  men 
were  not  elevated  to  the  bench  of  juftice  for  their  ta- 
lents or  their  integrity,  but  the  feats  on  thofe  venerable 
tribunals  were  publicly  and  notorioufly  fold  to  the  high- 
eft  bidder ;  and  it  is  affirmed,  that  the  decilions  of  the 
courts  were  fcarcely  lefs  venal. 

Grofs  and  audacious  as  were  thefe  abufes,  the  autho- 
rity by  which  they  were  fupported  was  too  well  guard- 
ed to  be  eafily  overturned.  A  numerous  mercenary 
army  was  always  at  the  difpofal  of  the  king  and  his  fa- 
vourites ;  a  fyftern  of  police,  at  once  the  mod  perfect 
and  the  mod  arbitrary  that  ever  was  devifed,  pervaded 
every  part  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  a  hod  of  ipies  and 
informers,  difperfed  throughout  the  nation,  rendered 
more  effectual  fervice  to  the  caufe  of  defpotifm  than 
even  the  janizaries  of  the  monarch. 
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That  fo  irupendoiis  an  edifice  of  tyranny  mould  ever 
be  brought  to  deftru&ion  is  the  circumftance  which 
.  ought  chiefly  to  excite  our  furprife.  It  was  formed  for 
duration,  and  muft  have  been  permanent,  had  not  the 
ambition  of  fucceilive  monarchs  counteracted  the  ar- 
rangements of  the  corrupt,  but  ingenious  authors  of  the 
fyftem.  The  paiTion  for  war,  and  the  practice  of  fund- 
ing (which  iooner  or  later  muft  effect  a  violent  change 
in  all  the  governments  of  Europe),  brought  that  of 
France  to  a  premature  deftruction.  Speculative  men 
attribute  too  much  to  the  difTufion  of  knowledge,  when 
they  aicribe  to  this  caufe  the  French  revolution.  The  dif- 
fusion of  knowledge  may  teach  men  to  feel  their  wrongs, 
but  it  is  the  painful  fenfe  of  opprefiion  that  will  ftimulate 
,  relent  them.  The  people  in  all  countries  are  timid, pati- 
ent,fubmiflive;  the  (laves  ofhabit,ofintereft,  andof  preju- 
dice ;  and  will  endure  much  rather  than  rifk every  thing* 
The  prodigality  of  Louis  XIV.  was  united  with  a 
magnificence  which  dazzled  Europe  by  its  fplendour, 
and  gratified  that  national  vanity  which  has  been  confi- 
^ered  for  acres  as  characleriftic  of  the  French.  He  was 
fucceeded  by  a  prince  who  united  in  himfelf  the  oppo- 
fite  viceb  of  avarice  and  prodigality.  While  immenfe 
fums  were  expended  on  the  fruitlefs  wafli  of  the  court, 
and  fcarcely  lefs  on  that  fyftem  of  intrigue  by  which  the 
cabinet  of  France  affecled  to  direct  the  affairs  of  Eu- 
rope; while  the  public  treafure  was  lavished  upon  prof- 
titutes  and  panders*;  the  king  had  a  private  treafury  of 
his  own,  in  which  he  gratified  his  avarice  with  contem- 
plating an  accumulation  of  property, extorted  by  the  moil 
unjuft  means  from  the  wretched  peafantry  of  France. 

Nature  had  formed  the  heart  of  Louis  XVI.  of  the 
beft  materials,  and  from  his  firft  acceffion  to  power  he 
appeared  to  make  the  happinefs  of  his  people,  if  not 
the  principal,  at  leaft  one  of  the  great  objects  of  his  go- 
vernment :  and  had  the  flate  of  the  finances  not  been 
irretrievably  bad,  the  reforms  in  adminiftration  which 
he  effected   would   have  immortalized  his  name.     By 

*  "  The  pomp  of  the  court  of  Louis  XIV  "  fays  M.  Rabaut^ 
?' was  parfimony  when  compared  with  that  of  Louis  XV," 
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difpof.tion  or  by  habit  averfe  to  pomp  and  parade,  he 
could  part  without  reluctance  with  every  thing  which 
had  no  farther  object  than  to  gratify  thofe  puerile  paf- 
fions.  Yet  the  character  of  Louis  has  been  generally 
miftaken,  and  one  feature  has  been  conftantly  over- 
looked. He  was  tenacious  of  power,  and  never  parted 
with  it  but  with  extreme  reluclance.  This  remark  will 
meet  with  frequent  confirmation  in  the  courfe  of  this 
hiftory ;  and  indeed  the  misfortunes  of  his  concluding 
years  appear  to  have  been  greatly  aggravated,  if  not  in 
a  meafure  created,  by  that  circumftance. 

The  difgraceful  fyftem  which  had  darkened  the  an- 
nals of  France  during  the  latter  years  of  his  grandfa- 
ther's reign,  though  it  might    be   fupported  under  an 
aged  monarch,  to  whom  habit  had  reconciled  his   fub- 
jects,  and  whofe  declining  years  afforded  a  hope  of  a 
fpeedy  change,  could  not  be  endured  under  a  young 
king ;  and  Louis  had  the  fenfe  to  fee  that  a  change  of 
meafures   was  neceffary,  and    the  fpirit  to  enter  upon    .. 
fuch  a  change.     The  duke  dMiguillon,  and    all    the^oW^ 
faction  of  the  countefs   du  Barre,  were  filently  remo- 
ved ;  and   the  young  king    immediately    recalled  the   /, 
count  de  Maurepas,  the  friend  and  confident  of  his  fa*y^#^^ 
ther,  whom  the  vicious  policy  of  the  late  reign  had  ba- 
niihed  from  the  court.     This  ancient  ftateiman  decli- 
ned, to  accept  of  any  oftenfible   office,    but  contented 
himfelf  with  a   feat    in  the  privy   council,  while  the 
affairs  of  France  were  adminiftered  under  his  direction. 
The  oflenfible  minifters  were  M.  Miromefnii,  who  was^/^'n£im^ 
appointed  keeper  of  the  feals  ;  the  count  de  Vergennes,  Yhratnnd 
who  prefided   over  the  foreign  department,    and   the 
count  de  Muy  over  that  of  war. 

The  recall  and  re-eflabiifhment  of  the  parliaments, 
whom  the  fears  or  the  refentment  of  the  late  govern- 
ment had  baniflied,  was  rather  a  facrifice  to  popularity 
than  a  fpontaneous  meafure  of  the  king ;  but  the  good- 
nefs  of  his  heart  was  evidenced  by  his  abolifiung  the 
horrid  engine  of  tyranny,  the  queftion  by  torture ;  by 
the  edict  which  commuted  the  punifhment  of  deferters 
from  death  to  flavery  y  and  by  the  abolition  cf  meft  of 
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the   oppreffive  feudal   privileges    within   his  own  do- 
mains. 

A  flill  bolder  and  more  hazardous  innovation  was 
M^dA&h»*^Q  difbanding  of  the  moufquetaires,  a  corps  felecled 
frorr>  the  moil:  illuftrious  families  for  the  guard  of  the 
royal  perfon,  but  the  infolence  and  expence  of  which 
were  ill  compenfated  by  the  appearance  of  fuperior 
dignity.  This  meafure  is  commonly  attributed  to  the 
•  advice  of  the  count  de  St.  Germains,  and  might  be  the 
dictate  either  of  expedience  or  of  policy.  It,  however, 
indicated  the  fpirit  of  reform  by  which  the  government 
was  actuated,  and  which,  commencing  with  the  court, 
was  afterwards  to  be  carried  to  an  enthufiaftical  excefs 
by  the  nation. 

The  diforder  in  which  three  fatal  wars  had  involved 
the  finances  of  the  nation,  and  which  the  unexampled 
prodigality  of  his  predeceifor  had  increafed,  was,  how- 
ever, an  evil  not  eafily  to  be  repaired.  Nor  was  a  rigid 
economy  the  characleriftic  of  the  court  even  of  Louis 
XVI.  However  little  difpofed  to  habits  of  profufioa 
the  king  might  be  in  his  own  perfon,  the  expenfive 
pleafures  of  the  queen,  and  the  uncommon  fplendour  of 
the  court,  ferved  rather  to  promote  than  to  diminifh 
the  general  diftrefs.  "  Under  thirty  fucceffive  mini- 
ilers,"  fays  Rabaut,  "  the  court,  ever  craving  and  ever\ 
poor,  had  invented  new  refources.  To  imagine  a  new 
tax  was  confidered  as  a  ftroke  of  genius,  and  the  art 
of  difguifmg  it  (hewed  the  adroitnefs  of  the  financier. 
We  had  already  imported  from  Italy,  under  the  aufpi- 
ces  of  our  regents  of  the  houfe  of  Medicis,  the  celebra- 
ted refource  of  farming  out  the  taxes,  the  fcience  of 
which  confifts  in  giving  as  little  as  you  can  to  the  (late, 
in-order  to  levy  as  much  as  you  can  upon  the  people. 
The  fale  of  offices  and  commifTions  was  likewife  a  tax 
levied  upon  pride  and  upon  folly  :  their  number  in- 
creafed every  day.  It  is  necefTary  to  acquaint  foreign- 
ers that,  among  us,  was  fold  the  exclufive  right  of  ex- 
ercifmg  fuch  or  fuch  profeffions,  and  that  this  right  be- 
came a  title.  Patents  were  made  out  for  carrying  on 
the  trade  of  a   peruke-maker,  of  a   coal -meter,  of  a 
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fearcher  of  hogs'  tongues ;  and  thefe  callings  became 
exclufive  ;  they  were  termed  privileges.     The  rich  pur- 
chafed  them  as  afpeculation,  and  fold  them  to  advantage. 
A  certain  financier  had  in  his  port-folio  thirty  patents 
for  peruke-makers,  which  were  bought  of  himat  a  high 
price    by    perfons    dwelling  in    the    remoteit  provin- 
ces.    Befides  that  this  low  kind  of  fpeculation  changed 
the  character  of  a  people,  where  every  thing,  even  ho- 
nour, was  become  venal,  thefe  new-created  offices  were 
all  fo    many  indirect  taxes ;  for    the   purchafer   never 
failed  to  make  the  public  reimburfe  him.     It  was  inju- 
rious to  induftry,  fmce,  in  order  to  exercife  a  profeffion, 
it  was  not   neceffary  to   have  talents  for  it,  but  to  be 
either  rich  already,  or  to  borrow  in    order  to  become 
rich.     In  fine,  it  was  an  additional  burden  to  the  ftate, 
which  paid  the  falary  or  the  interefl  of  every  office  that 
was  fold.     The  number  of  them   was   enormous.     A 
perfon  who  was  employed  to  count  them,    and   who 
grew  weary  of  the  tafk,  ventured  to  eftimafe  them  at 
above   three  hundred  thoufand.     Another  calculated, 
that  in  the  fpace  of  two  centuries  the  people  had  beeri 
burdened  with   more  than  a  hundred  millions  of  new 
taxes,  folely  for  the  purpofe  of  paying  the  interefl  of 
thofe  offices." 

In  the  appointment  of  M.  Turgot  to  the  department/^^^ 
of  finance,  the  king  evinced  his  difcernment  or  his  do- 
cility.    The  commercial  arrangements  of  the  kingdom 
received    the    moil  valuable   improvements  under  the 
guidance  of  this   upright  and  able  ftatefmari ;  but  his 
integrity  was  too  inflexible,  and  his  projects  too  exten- 
five,  not  to  excite  the  ever  wakeful  jealoufy  of  the  far- 
mers general ;  and   an    accidental  or    artificial  famine 
was  made  the  inflrument  for  depriving  him  of  the  pub- 
lic confidence.     On  his  refignation  he  was   fucceeded 
by  a  M.  Clugny,   on    whofe  death  M.   Taboreau    des6&ffUf 
Reaux  was  appointed  to  the  vacant  poft ;  and  in  a  ihoYt^J^Iavc^u^ 
time  after,    the   king,  whofe  attention  appears  to  have 
been  particularly  directed  to  this  object,  affociated  with       A 
him  M.  Neckar,  by  birth  a  Swifs,  and  the  firft  proteft-t/^^?; 
ant,  who,  from  the  time  of  the  revocation  of  the  edict 
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of  Nantz,  had  ever  been  elevated  to  an  official  fitua- 
tion  of  any  confequence  in  ^France.  M.  Neckar  had 
rendered  himfelf  confpicuous  by  feveral  commercial 
plans,  which  he  had  fuccefsfully  recommended  to  the 
mercantile  part  cf  the  nation,  and  particularly  by  the 
adjufhnent  of  fome  differences  which  had  taken  place 
between  the  India  company  and  the  crown. 

In  the  mean  time  a  circum fiance  occurred,  which,  to 
a  country  burdened  with  debts  and  taxes,  could  only  be 
productive  of  total  ruin,  The  year  1774  will  be  memo- 
rable for  the  unfortunate  war  which  the  weaknefs  and 
wickedncfs  of  a  depraved  and  incaoable  miniftry  wan- 
tonly  kindled  between  Great-Britain  and  her  North 
American  colonies— a  war  excited  for  the  enforcing  of 
a  tax  which  would  not  have  paid  for  collecting  it ;  and 
levied  under  the  abfurdand  fantastical  plea,  that  the  co- 
lonies were  virtually  reprefented  in  the  Britifli  parlia- 
ment,  as  by  the  ancient  grants  and  charters  they  were 
conflituted  a  portion  cf  the  manor  of  Eafl  Greenwich 
in  Kent !  If  any  thing  could  exceed  the  folly  of  the 
Englifh  minifiry  in  commencing  the  war,  it  was  that  of 
yurfc  So  France  in_gHgggjng jn  it— Such,  however,  were  the  in- 
fatuatedpolitics  of  both  nations ! 

The  old  and  deteftable  prejudice  which  taught  the 
uninformed  part  of  the  people  to  regard  a  neighbouring 
nation  as  their  natural  enemies,  was  not  lefs  prevalent 
in  France  than  in  England  ;  and  the  notion  of  diilrefT- 
>n  n      d    *n&  a  r*va^  w^e  embarraiTed  with  a  domeftic  difpute, 
J-   *^l     ^igh*  m  u-lcn  circumftances  be    eaiily  made  popular. 
'       U    ^e  °^  ftatefmen  of  France,  accuiiomed  to  that  med- 
/*^  dling  and  intriguing  fcheme  of  politics  which  is  ever  de- 

£tt"%  "k  lirous  to  interfere  in  the  internal  concerns  of  other  na- 
tions, could  not  overlook  the  opportunity  which  the 
orr^i  ^^// American  war  afforded.  The  queen,  educated  from 
jLX*4i  16  infancy  in  an  hereditary  hatred  to  the  Englifh  nation, 
'jf  ^  and  flattered  by  the  glory  which  the  French  might  at- 

chieve  in  the  contefl,  foon  embraced  the  American 
caufe.  The  enlightened  part  of  the  nation  were  actua- 
ted by  a  more  generous  eiuh  unarm.  Among  all  who 
read,  and  all  who  reflected  in  France,  the  caufe  of  A- 
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merica  appeared  the  caufe  of  Liberty  ;  and  the  efforts 
of  fome  of  the  mod  illufhious  individuals  anticipated 
the  arrangements  of  the  court.  The  marquis  de  la 
Fayette,  a  young  nobleman  nearly  allied  to  the  illuf-2^^* 
trious  houfe  of  Noailles,  of  large  property,  and  not  lefs 
remarkable  for  his  accomplishments  than  his  rank,  fit- 
ted out,  in  an  early  ftage  of  the  difpute,  a  veffel  at  his 
own  expence,  and  embarked  for  America,  where  he  af- 
terwards obtained  a  high  ftation  and  confiderable  emi- 
nence and  reputation  in  the  continental  army. 

The  court  had  no  fooner  taken  a  decided  part  in  the 
American  difpute,  than  that  continent  was  confidered 
as  the  theatre  of  glory  ;  and  the  young  nobility  of 
France  were  emulous  to  diuinguilh  themfelves  in  the 
contefl.  There  they  imbibed  principles  which  could 
only  be  fatal  to  a  defpotic  government,  while  the  pro- 
gress of  the  war  irrecoverably  deranged  the  finances  of 
the  country.  France  indeed  humbled  her  rival,  but 
fhe  mined  herfelf  j  and  her  imprudence  will  ever  re~ 
main  a  warning  to  nations  againfl  incautioufly  rufhing-; %%£2 
into  unnecefTary  wars,  and  againfl  that  deftru&ive  fyf-7JTy&X 
tern  of  politics,  which  involves  the  fate  of  kingdoms  in 
concerns  which  are  unconnected  with  their  internal 
iafe.ty  and  profperity. 

Great  as  were  M.  Neckar's  abilities,  and  unimpeach- 
able as  was  his  integrity,  it  may  be  doubted  whether 
his  mode  of  raifing  the  fupplies  for  the  war  was  the 
mofl  prudent  or  advantageous.  According  to  his  plan, 
one  loan  was  made  to  pay  the  interefl  of  another,  and 
no  new  taxes  were  levied  upon  the  people.  The  po- 
pularity of  fuch  a  meafure  might,  in  M.  Neckar's  mind, 
counterbalance  its  improvidence ;  and  indeed  fuble- 
quent  events  may  induce  us  to  fufpecl,  that,  levied  as 
the  taxes  then  were  in  France,  the  privileged  orders  be- 
ing wholly  exempted,  the  people  could  fcarcely  bear 
any  additional  burdens.  M.  Neckar  endeavoured  to 
find  refources  in  a  moll  rigid  economy,  and  in  feve- 
ral  falutary  reforms  in  the  houfehoid  ana  in  the  differ- 
ent official  departments :  but  his  feverity  in  this  refpecl  ^p 
raifed  againfl  him  a  formidable  party  in  the  court  \  and 
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feveral  of  his  propofed  reforms  being  reprefented  as 
inconfiftent  with  the  royal  dignity,  he  was  difmhTed 
from  his  office  towards  the  clofe  of  the  year  1 78 1 . 

The  return  of  peace  in  the  fucceeding  year,  though 
it  relieved  the  nation  from  the  apprehenfion  of  future 
embarraffments,  did  net  extricate  the  public  treafury 
from  the  exifting  difficulties.  After  M  Neckar,  a  fe- 
ries  of  empirics  adminiftered  the  finances,  but  with  no 
falutary  effect ;  and  in  the  year  1783,  the  failure  of  the 
caiffe  d'efcompte  (or  bank  of  difcount)  involved  the 
commercial  world  equally  with  the  court  in  perplexity 
and  apprehenfion.  This  bank  had  been  eirabliihed  in 
1776,  under  the  aufpices  of  M.  Turgot,  by  a  company 
of  private  adventurers.  Its  capital  was  500,0001.  fter- 
ling,  and  its  object  was  to  difcount  commercial  bills  of 
fhort  dates,  at  four  per  cent.  The  company  were  alfo 
empowered  to  iflue  notes  to  the  amount  of  their  capital, 
which  circulated  among  the  mercantile  people  like  the 
notes  of  the  bank  of  England.  As  the  Hock  had  rifen 
above  par,  the  furprife  and  confirmation  of  the  public 
were  greatly  excited  by  its  fudden  ftoppage.  The  fear- 
city  of  fpecie  was  the  caufe  affigned  for  this  lingular 
event ;  but  the  true  caufe  of  the  failure  was  the  im- 
menfe  loans  which  it  had  ifTued  to  government.  Seve- 
ral expedients  were  tried  by  the  mini  dry  to  relieve  the 
embarraffments  of  the  bank,  and  by  the  ftrong  exertion 
of  government  it  was  enabled  to  maintain  a  tottering 
credit. 

It  was  chiefly  owing  to  the  exertions  of  M.  Calonne 
that  the  caiffe  d'efcompte  was  enabled  to  fupport  itfelf. 
This  gentleman  was  the  third  who  had  fucceeded  to  the 
office  of  comptroller  of  the  finances  from  the  difmiihcn 
of  M.  Neckar.  He  was  confeffediy  a  man  of  ability, 
and  had  filled  fuccefliveiy  the  office  of  intendant  of 
Metz,  and  of  the  province  of  Flanders  and  Artois. 
86  The  public  however/'  fays  an  elegant  French  writer, 
"  faw  with  difguft  and  apprehenfion  the  wealth  of  the 
nation  fall  into  the  hands  of  a  man  who  had  dilapida- 
ted his  own  patrimony  ;  a  man  who,  inconfiderate  in 
his  character  and  immoral  upon  fyftem,  had  diihonoi 
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ed  his  talents  by  his  vices,  and  his  dignities  by  the  bafe- 
nefs  of  his  conduct ;  who,  while  he  exercifed  the  office 
of  procureur  general  of  the  parliament  of  Douay,  had 
degraded  himfelf  fo  far  as  to  act  as  the  fpy  of  the  mini- 
ft  er  with  refpect  to  the  procureur-general  of  the  parlia- 
ment of  Britany,  and  had  the  infolence  to  fit  as  the 
judge  of  that  refpeclable  magiftrate,  whom  he  had  ca- 
lumniated ;  who,  grown  grey  in  the  intrigues  of  gallan- 
try and  of  the  court,  loaded  with  a  weight  of  ignominy 
and  of  debt,  came  with  a  frock  of  needy  fycophants  to 
feize  upon  the  treafures  of  the  nation,  and  to  devour  its 
revenues  under  the  pretence  of  adminiitering  them." 

The  firil  part  of  the  career  ofM.  Calonne  was,  not- 
withstanding, brilliant;  but  it  was  only  a  brilliant  decep- 
tion. After  reftoring  the  credit  of  the  caiiTe  d'efcompte, 
one  of  his  firfl  meafures  was  to  eftablifh  a  caiiTe  d'amor- 
tilTement,  or  finking  fund,  which  by  a  kind  of  minifte- 
rial  juggle  was  in  a  certain  courfe  of  years  to  difcharge 
the  whole  national  debt.  While  frefh  loans  were  ne- 
gociated  every  year,  the  public  was  deluded  by  inflated 
panegyrics  on  this  heaven-born  minifter  ;  and  it  was 
reported  by  his  agents,  that  he  had  difcovered  the  mi- 
raculous fecret  of  difcharging  the  debts  and  burdens  of 
the  nation  by — borrowing  ! 

While  fuch  were  the  plans  and  the  promifes  of  the 
minifter,  the  court  was  never  known  fo  brilliant  and  fo 
expenfive.  The  immenfe  debts  of  the  princes  of  the 
blood  were  liquidated,  pennons  were  granted  with  a 
profufe  hand,  and  every  petty  fervice  munificently  re- 
quited. Rambouiliet  was  purchafed  for  the  king  ;  St. 
Cloud  for  the  queen  :  all  was  magnificence  and  fplen- 
dour.  A  French  writer  compares  the  delufion  of  the 
nation  to  a  delightful  vifion,or  rather  an  enchantment: 
44  We  ilept,"  fays  he,  "  in  the  gardens  of  Armida ; 
but  the  awakening  was  as  terrible  as  the  dream  had 
been  flatterin2^,, 

o 

It  was  impoilibie  indeed  thatfo  milerable  a  deception 
could  long  efcape  the  penetration  of  a  nation  fo  quick- 
fighted  as  the  French.  When  the  edict  for  regiftering 
the  loan  of  1785  was  preferred  to   the  parliament  of 
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Pans,  that  aflembly  was  alarmed  to  find  that  it  amount- 
ed to  the  enormous  fum  of  3,330,000!.  flerling  and  the 
murmurs  of  the  parliament  were  feconded  by  thofe  of 
the  people.  The  king  however  infilled  peremptorily 
upon  their  compliance  with  his  mandate ;  but  when 
they  regiftered  the  edict,  it  was  accompanied  v/ith  a 
refolution  importing,  "  That  public  economy  was  the 
only  genuine  fource  of  abundant  revenue,  the  only 
means  of  providing  for  the  neceflities  of  the  flate,  and 
of  refloring  that  credit  which  borrowing  had  reduced 
to  the  brink  of  ruin." 

The  king  forcibly  erafed  the  refolution  from  the  re- 
cords of  the  parliament;  but  the  eyes  of  the  public 
were  novv  open,  and  a  fre(h  deception  was  necefTary  to 
enable  M.  Calonne  to  retain  his  office,  and  protract  the 
dre?:!ful  day  of  reckoning  to  a  future  period.  The 
fanction  of  the  parliaments  the  minifler  forefaw  was  not 
eafily  to  be  obtained  ;  and  even  if  he  could  accomplifh 
this  point,  it  was  dubious  whether  that  would  be  fuffi- 
cient  to  remove  every  fcruple  from  the  public  mind* 
An  aflembly  more  dignified  and  folemn  in  its  character, 
and  which  fhould  confifi  of  a  greater  number  of  mem- 
bers from  the  different  flates  of  the  realm,  was  necefTa- 
ry to  give  force  and  efficacy  to  his  proceedings.  But 
the  flates-general  had  never  met  fince  the  year  1614; 
and  from  a  popular  aflembly  could  M.  Calonne  hope 
for  approbation  ? 

Another  aflembly  had  occafionally  been  fubflituted 
inftead  of  the  flates-general ;  and  as  it  confifted  of  a 
number  of  perfons  of  confequence,  (elected  from  the 
different  orders  and  from  different  parts  of  the  country 
by  the  king  himfelf.  it  had  been  dignified  by  the  appel- 
lation of  the  aflembly  of  notables.  They  had  been  con- 
vened by  Henry  IV.  and  again  by  Louis  XIII.  and  the 
minifler  very  juflly  concluded  that  fuch  a  body  was? 
better  adapted  to  his  purpofes  than  the  flates-gene- 
ral. 

The  proclamation    for    affembling  the  notables  was 

t^i(u/       iffiied   on   the  29th  of  December    1786,  and  the  writs 

'  were  directed  to  feven  princes  of  the  blood  \  nine  dukes 
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and  peers  of  France  ;  eight  field  marfnals ;  twenty-two 
nobles ;  eight  counfellors  of  ft  ate ;  four  matters  of  re- 
quefts ;  eleven  archbiihops  and  bifhops ;  thirty-feven 
heads  of  the  law ;  twelve  deputies  of  the  pays  d*  etat ; 
the  lieutenant  civil ;  and  twenty-five  magiftrates  of  dif- 
ferent towns ;  in  all  one  hundred  and  forty-four. 

The  r...  eting  was  at  firft  fixed  for  the  29th  of  Janu- 
ary 178;  ;  but  as  the  minifter  was  not  prepared,  it  was  r  yj 
deterged  to  the  7th  of  February,  and  afterwards  to  a 
moie  dilaiit  period  by  the  indifpofition  of  M.  Calonne 
hirnielf  and  that  cf  the  count  de  Vergennes,  firft  fe- 
cretefy  of  flate,  who  died  on  the  very  day  appointed 
for  their  meeting  after  thefe  various  procraftinations. 
M.  de  Vergennes  was  fucceeded  by  the  count  de  Mont- 
morin,  a  nobleman  of  the  firft  character,  and  who  was 
lefs  favourably  difpofed  to  the  views  of  the  comptroller 
general  than  his  predecefTc- 

It  has  been  fnrewdly  remarked,  that  M.  Calonne  con- 
voked the  notables  not  to  difcufs  but  to  admire  his 
plans ;  and  in  the  meafures  which  he  adopted  to  fecure 
their  approbation  we  muft  applaud  his  ingenuity,  if  we 
cannot  compliment  him  on  his  political  integrity.  The 
notables  were  divided  into  feven  different  bureaux,  or 
feclions,  over  each  of  which  a  prince  of  the  blood  pre- 
fided.  By  the  majority  of  the  fections  every  queftion 
wras  to  be  decided :  and  thus  the  minifter  contrived 
that  forty-four  fuffrages  fhould  conftitute  a  majority  of 
the  whole ;  and  we  may  reafonably  conclude  that  he 
had  difpofed  of  his  creatures  in  fuch  a  manner  that 
more  than  this  number  was  entirely  at  his  command. 

All  his  precautions  however  were  in  vain.  The  no- 
tables met  on  the  26th  of  February — it  was  impoflible 
to  conceal  the  monftrous  deficit  of  no  millions  of 
livres.  The  minifter  attempted  to  throw  the  blame 
upon  his  predeceflbrs ;  but  M.  Neckar  had  previoufly 
publifhed  his  Compte  Rendu,  or  general  ftate  of  the  fit 
nances  on  his  difmiflion  from  office ;  and  this  at  leaft 
ferved  to  eftablifh  one  fad,  that  the  public  affairs  had 
not  been  improved  in  the  hands  of  M.  Calonne.  In 
the  archbifhop  of  Touloufe  the  minifter  found  a  formi- 


M  HISTORY  OF  THE 

dable  opponent,  and  one  dill  more  dangerous  in  the 
count  de  Mirabeau,  who  had  formerly  been  in  habits 
of  intimacy  with  the  comptroller  general.  As  M.  Ca- 
lonne  faw  no  remedy  for  the  derangement  of  the  fi- 
nances, but  the  equalization  of  the  taxes,  his  new  plan 
excited  at  once  the  jealoufy  of  the  privileged  orders. 
In  the  mean  time  the  honed  indignation  of  M.  Miro- 
mefnil  the  keeper  of  the  feals,  and  the  more  fubtle 
vengeance  of  his  rival  the  baron  de  Breteuil,  who  was 
the  favourite  minifter  of  the  queen,  were  actively  em- 
ployed for  his  removal ;  and  the  ftorm  of  public  re- 
fentment  increafmg  in  violence,  he  was  at  length  obli- 
ged to  reiign  a  fituation  which  by  his  duplicity  he  had 
difgraced.  Before  his  removal,  he  had  the  addrefs  to 
procure  from  the  king  the  difmifiion  of  the  keeper  of 
the  feals,  and  to  recommend  his  friend  M.  Lamoignon 
to  the  vacant  office.  The  baron  de  Breteuil  he  attempt- 
ed to  remove,  but  in  vain— fmce  the  party  which  fup- 
ported  him  was  too  powerful  to  be  fuccefsfully  oppofed. 
The  aifemblv  of  the  notables  was  foon  after  diflblved. 

)ou1-&ll6&     ^e  op?0^011  °f  tne  archbifhop  of  Touloufe  to  the 
plans  of  JVI.  Calonne  in  the  afTembly  of  notables,  was 
rewarded  with  the  office  which  the  latter  had  juft  va- 
cated.    But  fuch  was  the  hopelefs  ft  ate  of  France,  that 
the  new  comptroller  general  was  fcarcely  appointed* 
before  he  v/as  engaged  in  fimilar  difficulties  with  his 
predeceflbrs.     The  king,  difappointed  in  all  the  hopes 
with  which  he  had  flattered  himfelf  from  the  agency 
of  the  notables,  had  recourfe  to  the  ancient  mode  of 
raifmg  fupplies  by  royal  edict ;    and  the  new  taxes  to 
"be  levied  were  a  double  poll  tax,  a  third  twentieth,  and 
a  ftamp-duty      The  whole  of  thefe  were  ftrenuoufly 
oppofed  by  the  parliament  of  Paris,    on  the  ftrong 
ground  that  they  were  more  than  the  people  could 
bear ;  and  the  king  was  obliged  to  enforce  the  regifter- 
ing  of  the  edicts  by  the  exercife  of  his  abfolute  au- 
thority, and  by  holding  what  was  called,  under  the 
(h&toif-    ancient  regimen,  a  bed  of  juftice*     Previous  to  this 
ft.1       ceremony,  however,  the  parliament  made  a  fpirited  re- 
^J^LU/.      monftrance  againlt  the  edicts  \  and  on  the  following 
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day  a  formal  proteft  was  entered  againft  the  forcible 
violation  of  their  records. 

The   parliament  for   this  offence   was   banifhed   to 
Troyes ;  but  purchafed  its  recall  by  confenting  to  xz-Jr&Lpib 
gifler  the  edicl  for  the  additional  twentieth.     Towards 
the  clofe  of  the  year,  however,  this  ill  concerted  har- 
mony was  again  broken.     The  urgent  neceftities  of  the 
ft  ate  required  extraordinary  refources.     On  the  7th  of 
November  1787,  in  a  very  full  meeting  of  the  parlia-  /)  if  7 
ment,  the  king  entered  the  affembiy,  and  prcpofed  a 
new  edicl  for  their  approbation,  authorifmg  a  loan  of 
four  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  livres,  or  near  nine- 
teen millions  fterling ;  and  this  was  accompanied  with 
one  of  a  more  popular  nature,  viz.  an  edicl  for  the 
re-eftablifhment    of   the  proteftants  in  all  their   civil 
rights. 

A  long  and  interefling  debate  enfued  upon  thefepro- 
pofals ;  but  the  king,  wearied  with  a  ccnteft  of  nearly 
nine  hours,  and  poffibly  chagrined  at  the  freedom  of 
fome  of  the  principal  fpeakers,  rofe  at  length,  and 
commanded  the  edicts  to  be  regiflercd  without  further 
oppofition.  To  the  aftonifhment  of  the  king  and  the 
whole  court  party,  this  order  was  oppofed  by  the  duke 
d'  Orleans,  the  firft  prince  of  the  blood;  who,  confi-.Y^/^J 
dering  the  whole  proceeding  as  an  infringement  on  the 
rights  of  the  parliament-,  protefted  againft  it,  and  his 
proteft  was  confirmed  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  the 
affembiy. 

The  fucceeding  day  the  duke  d'  Orleans  received  an 
order  from  court  to  confine  himfelf  to  one  of  his  feats 
fifteen  leagues  from  Paris,  where  he  was  to  receive  no 
company  except  his  own  family ;  and  M  M.  Freteau^^f  y; 
and  Sabatiere,  who  had  diftinguifhed  themfelves  in  the-*'* 
debate,  were  feized  under  the  authority  of  lettres  de 
cachet,  and  conveyed  to  different  prifons. 

After  much  altercation  between  the  parliament  and 
the  miniftry,  the  king  once  more  inclined  to  pacific 
meafures,  and  the  exiled  members  were  fet  at  liberty. 
But  as  the  miniftry  were  now  fully  convinced  of  the 
impracticability  of  the  parliaments,  they  determined  to 
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aim  a  decifive  blow  at  their  very  exiflence.     For  this 

purpofe   two  great   projects  were  at  once  devifed ;  the 

,  /  firfr.  was  the  eftablifhment  of  a  number  of  grand  baili- 

fflaiUoVum  wicks  throughout  the  kingdom,  which  were  calculated 
to  diminifh  the  jurifdiction,  the  credit  and  the  profits 
of  the  parliaments ;  and  the  other  was  the  creation  of 

C(hiil"^vii(J1  ctiur  plemere^  for  the  enregiftering  of  the  royal  edicts, 
which  muf!  virtually  dtftroy  all  their  confequence  in 
the  (late. 

The  cour  pleniere  \\ras  to  be  compofed  of  princes  of 
the  blood,  peers  of  France,  magiftrates,  and  military 
officers,  to  be  nominated  by  the  king.  The  project  for 
its  inflitution  was  kept  a  profound  fecret ;  the  edict  re- 
fpecting  it,  as  well  as  that  of  the  grand  bailiwicks,  was 
to  be  prefented  to  the  different  parliaments  on  the  fame 
day,  in  the  beginning  of  May  1788  ;  and  for  this  pur- 
pofe they  were  printed  in  the  moil  private  manner  at 
Verfaiiles. 

Uhr^^unti  The  diligence  and  activity  of  M.  d'  Efpremenil,  a 
young  and  enterprifing  member  of  the  parliament  of 
Paris,  detected  the  plot.  He  even  procured  copies  of 
the  edicts,  and  communicated  them  to  his  colleagues ; 
and  he  and  another  fpirited  member,  M.  Monfambert^ 
excited  them  by  the  moil  pointed  and  energetic  elo- 
quence to  a  vigorous  refiftance.  The  king  was  now 
convinced  that  the  moment  was  arrived  when  it  was 
become  neceflary  to  employ  force  in  fupport  of  his  des- 
potic authority.  A  body  of  troops  furrounded  the  hall 
of  juftice,  and  the  two  obnoxious  magiitrates,  M  M. 

/If  f  jd9  Efpremenil  and  Monfambert,  were  carried  off  to  the 
ftate  prifon  of  the  Me  de  St.  Marguerite,*  in  the  pre- 
fence  and  amidft  the  murmurs  of  an  indignant  people. 

The  parliament  remonftrated  with  redoubled  confi- 
dence ;  and  the  voice  of  the  people  feccnded  their  com- 
plaints. The  king  again  found  it  neceflary  to  convene 
the  notables,  and  appeared  in  perfon  in  that  affembly 
in  the  beginning  of  May.     The  object  was  to  propofe 

*  So  celebrated  for  being  the  firfl  prifon  of  that  unfortunate  vic- 
tim of  tyranny,  M  the  man  in  the  iron  maJk. 
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for  their  approbation  the  eftablifhment  of  the  cour  pie- 
mere  -,  but  the  notables  received  the  propofal  with  cold 
and  filent  refpect ;  while  the  parliament  protefted  with 
renewed  vigour,  and  with  unequivocal  tokens  of  rooted 
averfion.  The  general  difeontent  reached  even  the 
peers  of  France ;  and  the  rninifter  (now  raifed  from 
the  fee  of  Touloule  to  the  lucrative  archbilhopric  of 
Sens)  began  to  look  round  him  with  apprehenfion  and 
defpondency,  and  ferioully  to  meditate  a  retreat  from 
office. 

It  is  to  the  credit  of  the  archbifhop  that  he  advifed 
the  king  to  recall  IVL  Neckar,  as  the  only  remedy  for    . 
the  public  difeontent ;  he  and  M.  Lamoignon  foon  af-it^ 
ter  refigned    their  refpective  fituations  :  and  the  latter 
terminated  his  chagrin  by  putting  an  end  to  his  exift- 
ence. 

A  tumult  of  rejoicing,  conducted  with  little  decen- 
cy on  the  part  of  the  populace,  and  terminated  with 
blood  by  the  interference  of  the  military,  ferved  to 
evince  the  fentiments  of  the  people  on  the  difmiilion  of 
the  minifters.  But  the  acclamations  with  which  M. 
Neckar  was  received,  could  not  eradicate  from  his  mind 
the  difficulties  which  he  had  to  encounter.  It  was  evi- 
dent that  all  the  former  adminiftrations  had  funk  under 
the  weight  of  the  public  diftrefs  ;  and  that  fome  mode 
was  to  be  devifed  w7hich  might  give  proper  energy  and 
effect  to  the  extraordinary  means  which  mud  be  em- 
ployed for  its  alleviation.  The  public  fentiment,  which 
a  previous  recommendation  of  the  Parliament  of  Paris 
had  excited,  pointed  out  to  M.  Neckar  the  only  mea- 
fure  which  he  could  fafely  employ.  The  voice  of  the 
people  had  long  demanded  the  aiTembling  of  the  dates- 
general.  In  this,  upon  different  motives,  all  parties 
were  agreed ;  and  the  court  and  the  rninifter  were 
obliged  to  give  way,  fmce  no  other  means  appeared  of 
fatisfying  the  creditors  of  the  nation. 

In  the  convoking  of  the  dates,  however,  a  variety  of 
oppofite  interefts  prefented  themfelves  to  embarrafs  and 
diftrefs  the  rninifter.  On  the  one  hand,  it  was  obvious 
that  the  public  affairs  could  only  be  regenerated  by  de- 
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flroying,  if  not  in  the  whole,  at  lead  in  a  confiderabfe 
degree,  the  unreafonable  immunities  of  the  privileged 
orders.  The  equalization  of  the  taxes  was  the  only 
rneafure,  by  which  the  nation  could  be  made  to  endure 
the  burden  of  the  national  debt ;  and  on  the  other, 
Ihould  the  fcale  preponderate  in  favour  of  the  people, 
thofe  exceffes  to  which  popular  counfels  are  always  ex- 
pofed  were  to  be  apprehended  and  feared.  On  the 
great  queftion  therefore,  refpecting  the  number  of  the 
deputies  to  be  fent  by  the  different  orders  to  the  meet- 
ing of  the  ftates-general,  the  opinions  of  individuals 
were  divided  according  to  the  intereft  of  the  parties 
which  they  refpe&ively  efpoufed  j  and  tire  miniftry 
themfelves  were  far  from  decided.  The  general  prin- 
ciples of  equity  feemed  to  dictate,  that  as  the  tiers  Stat, 
or  commons,  fo  infinitely  exceeded  in  number  the 
whole  body  of  the  two  other  orders,  the  nobility  and 
clergy,  the  number  of  their  deputies  mould  bear  fome 
proportion  to  the  numbers  whom  they  reprefented. 
On  the  contrary,  k  might  eafily  be  forefeen  that  fuch 
an  arrangement  virtually  involved  the  ruin  of  the  pri- 
vileged orders,  and  perhaps  the  overthrow  of  monar- 
chy itfelf.  On  fo  momentous  a  queflion  the  minifter 
did  not  prefume  to  decide,  and  it  was  agreed  once 
more  to  convoke  the  aflembly  of  the  notables — though 
it  was  fcarcely  probable,  that  an  aflembly  confiding 
entirely  of  privileged  perfons  mould  decide  perempto- 
rily againft  the  privileged  orders. 

The  proclamation  convoking  the  notables  was  da- 
ted on  the  fifth  of  October  1788,  and  the  aflembly  met 
on  the  fixth  of  the  following  month.  The  motives 
afligned  by  the  proclamation  were,  that  the  king  could 
have  defired  to  have  adopted  the  model  of  the  laft  af- 
lembly of  the  fcates-general,  but  that  in  various  articles 
it  could  with  difficulty  be  reconciled  to  the  prefent  fi- 
tuation  of  affairs,  and  that  in  others  it  had  excited  a 
diilatisfaclion,  the  grounds  of  which  deferved  to  be  in- 
vefligated  ;  that  the  election  of  the  tiers  etat  had  been 
confined  to  the  towns  called  bonnes  villes,  to  the  ex- 
-  elufion  of  .many  others  which  had  fince  grown  confide- 
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table  ;  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  open  country  had 
in  mod  cafes  fent  no  deputies ;  that  the  reprefentatives 
of  the  towns  were  generally  chofen  by  the  corporati- 
ons, whofe  officers  at  prefent  came  in  by  purchafe  * 
that  almoft  all  the  reprefentatives  of  the  tiers  etat  had 
been  nobles  ;  that  the  elections  had  been  made  by  bail- 
liagesi,  every  one  of  which  had  fent  nearly  the  fame 
number  of  deputies,  though  they  had  then  been  une- 
qual in  population  and  extent,  and  were  now  much 
more  fo ;  that  the  dates  general  had  divided  themfelves 
into  twelve  fec^ions,  called  governments,  by  a  majority 
of  which  every  quedion  was  decided  ;  but  thefe  go- 
vernments were  unequal,  as  well  as  the  bailliages,  a 
majority  of  which  conftituted  the  vote  of  the  govern- 
ment ;  laftly,  that  a  great  portion  of  the  time  of  the  lad 
dates-general  had  been  confumed  in  frivolous  conteds 
refpe&ing  their  formation.  Moved  by  thefe  confedera- 
tions, the  king  had  thought  that  the  diicuffion  of  them 
ought  not  to  be  confined  to  his  privy  council ;  and 
he  had  called  together  the  fame  notables  that  had  met 
in  1787,  and  whofe  nomination  had  been  made  for 
other  purpofes,  that  he  might  give  the  mod  Unking 
proof  of  his  impartiality. 

The  month  of  November  was  memorably  diilingui  fil- 
ed in  almoft  every  part  of  the  kingdom  by  popular 
meetings  for  the  purpofe  of  fupporting  the  caufe  of  the 
tiers  etat,  and  addreffes  were  prefented  from  the  various 
towns  and  didricts  of  Normandy,  Guienne,  Orleannois 
and  Lorraine,  demanding  the  edablifhment  of  particu- 
lar dates  to  regulate  the  affairs  of  thefe  provinces,  and 
a  double  reprefentation  in  the  ilates  general.  In  Gui- 
enne the  remonltrances  were  enforced  by  a  coniidera- 
ble  party  from  the  other  two  orders-  I&  Languedoc 
the  inflitution  of  provincial  date.-,  already  exided,  and 
the  reprefentation  of  the  commons  was  equal  to  the 
fum  of  the  other  two  ;  but  the  reprefentatives  had  by 
long  eltablifhed  practice  derived  their  fkuation  from 
the  appointment  of  the  crown,  and  not  from  the  elec- 
tion of  the  people.  Of  confequence  the  inhabitants  at 
large  were  unwilling  that  they  mould  either  engrois  or 
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obtain  an   eminent  fhare  in  the   farther  prerogative  of 
deputing  to  the  fiates-generah 

Brittany  as  well  as  Languedoc  enjoyed  the  privilege 
of  being  regulated  by  its  provincial  dates ;  but  in  this 
aflembly  the  chief  power  was  poffeffed  by  the  nobility, 
and  the  commons  had  little  influence.  Brittany  there- 
fore, diftinguifhed  by  her  numerous  and  haughty  nobi- 
lity, and  by  the  tumultuous  fpirit  of  her  inhabitants, 
was  a  principal  centre  of  rivalfbip  and  difcontent.  The 
various  diftricts  aflbciated  for  the  purpofe  cf  obtaining 
a  melioration  of  their  conilitution  ;  and  upon  the  nrft 
appearance  of  this  fpirit,  it  was  farther  exafperated  by 
the  intemperate  proceedings  of  the  ariftocracy.  They 
early  publiihed  arefolution  by  which  they  pretended  to 
eftablifh  the  following  as  inconteftible  maxims :  that 
it  was  the  eflence  of  the  dates-general  to  he  compofed 
of  three  diflincl  orders,  voting  feparately,  and  each  pof- 
fefiing  the  fame  inlluence  as  either  of  the  others ;  that 
the  interefts  of  each  order  were  constitutionally  fecured 
by  its  negative  on  the  determinations  of  the  other  two  ; 
that  the  nation  itfelf,  confiding  of  the  three  orders, 
ought  never  to  deftroy  this  parity  of  influence,  every 
innovation  upon  which  opened  a  door  to  tyranny,  and 
could  tend  only  to  perpetuate  anarchy  and  confufion ; 
that  the  difference  of  population  in  thefeveral  baiiliages 
was  a  trifling  inconvenience,  which  the  example  of  a 
neighbouring  nation  evinced  to  be  fcarcely  worthy  the 
attention  of  a  free  people  ;  that  the  forms  adopted  in 
1614  could  be  changed  only  by  the  authority  of  the 
flates-generaL  an  authority  which  the  notables  could 
not  ufurp  without  expofnig  themfelves  to  general  con- 
demnation, and  even  bringing  into  queflion  the  legali- 
ty of  the  future  national  aflembly  ;  laflly,  that  that  mi- 
nifter,  who  mould  feek  to  fow  difiention  among  the 
different  orders  of  the-  date,  could  be  regarded  in  no 
other  light  than  as  an  enemy  of  the  country. — Acling 
upon  thefe  intolerant  principles,  the  noblefle  applied  to 
the  military  commander  in  Brittany  to  put  an  end  to 
the  afiociations  of  the  tiers  etat ;  and  feme  time  after, 
fhe  parliament  pf  Rennes,  having  publiihed  a  refolutior\ 
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prohibiting  the  municipal  affemblies,  alfo  called  upon  the 
military  to  put  their  reiolution  in  execution.  Govern- 
ment did  not  think  proper  to  comply  with  thefe  requi* 
jitions. 

While  the   principles  of  liberty  vicloriouily  diffufed 
themfelves   through   every  part  of  the    kingdom,  the 
people  of  Dauphine  who   had   hitherto  been  moft  for- 
ward in  the  caufe,  were  not  idle.     In  the  midft  of  va- 
rious pretentions  advanced  by  different  bodies  in  the  na- 
tion, the  chambers  of  commerce  in  feveral  cities,  and 
particularly  in  Paris,  impreffed  with  that  monopolizing 
i'pirit  which   has    hitherto    been    almoft   uniformly  the 
offspring  of  mercantile  habits,  demanded  the  liberty  of 
fending  particular   reprefentatives  for  the  protection  of 
their  trade.     Like  the  reft   of  their  countrymen,  their 
admiration  was  excited  by  the  patriotifm  oftheDau- 
phinois,  and  they  determined  to  confult  the  traders  of 
Grenoble  upon  the  juftice  of  their  claims.     The  an- 
fwer  they  received   was  unfavourable  to  their  views. 
"  There    is    nothing,' '    replied  their    correfpondents, 
"  that  can  excufe  innovation,  but  the  intereft  of  the 
whole.     The  innovation  you   demand,  the    conceding 
to  commerce    particular   reprefentatives,   would  be  an 
injury  to  the  whole.     Other  profeflions  would  not  fail 
to  folicit  the  fame  indulgence.     The  hufbandmen  and 
the  artifans,  if  it  were  to  be  the  prize  of  utility,  would 
have    an  incontrovertible    claim.     The  ftates-general 
would  be  an  affembly  from  the  different  corporations  of 
the  kingdom ;  rivalfhip  and    contention  would    reign 
triumphant.     The  good  of  the  whole  would  be  forgot- 
ten ;  all  would  be  intrigue,  anarchy  and  miftruil;  and 
France  would  be  irretrievably  ruined. " 

The  ftates  of  Dauphine  were  aiTembled  in  due  form 
in  the  beginning  of  December,  and  on  the  ninth  of  that 
month  they  concluded  their  deliberations  upon  the  re- 
presentation in  the  ftates-general.  They  eameftly  re- 
commended the  union  of  provinces  and  orders,  and  the 
deliberating  upon  ail  public  affairs  in  a  iingle  houfe.  If 
the  orders  were  feparated,  each  would  endeavour  to 
maintain  thofe  abuies  that  were  thought  favourable  to 
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it,  and  the  emergencies  of  the  ftate  would  be  negle&ed ; 
that  patriotic  enthufiafm,  which  dictated  the  moft  gene- 
rous facrifices,  could  not  exifl:  but  among  citizens  oc- 
cupied with  the  general  good,  and  not  with  their  parti- 
cular interefts.  The  notables  would  difappoint  all  the 
faired  hopes  of  the  nation,  if  they  propofed  the  fepara- 
tion  of  orders  ;  and  in  that  cafe  they  trufted  the  king 
would  not  hefitate  to  prefer  the  fentiment  of  the  nation 
to  the  advice  of  that  aflembly.  They  added,  that  all 
men  had  a  right  to  an  equal  participation  of  felicity ; 
that  it  was  not  the  provinces  that  ought  to  be  reprefen- 
ted,  but  their  inhabitants ;  that,  whatever  might  be 
their  comparative  riches  or  extent,  the  firft  thing  it  be- 
came men  to  confider  was  men;  that,  of  confequence, 
population  was  the  only  meafure  by  which  reprefenta- 
tion  ought  to  be  apportioned  ;  that,  if  one  deputy  were 
allotted  to  every  twenty  thoufand  perfons,  Dauphine 
ought  to  fend  thirty-three,  or  rather  thirty ;  and  this 
was  the  quantity  of  reprefentation  they  demanded.  In 
adopting  this  meafure  they  obferved  that  they  neglect- 
ed their  particular  interefts,  fmce,  when  the  ftates-gene- 
ral  had  voted  by  governments,  Dauphine  had  counted 
for  a  twelfth  of  the  whole ;  but  they  hoped  to  be  more 
truly  happy,  when  the  felicity  fhould  be  general.  They 
hoped,  too,  that  the  other  provinces  would  recognifethe 
purity  of  their  motives,  and  that  there  would  be  no  ri- 
valfhip,  but  in  contending  who  mould  contribute  molt 
to  reftore  to  the  nation  and  the  throne,  that  rank,  glo- 
ry and  power  they  were  intitled  to  enjoy. 

It  was  in  the  midfi  of  this  effervefcence  of  the  com- 
mons of  France,  that  the  notables  held  their  fittings ; 
and  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  the  a&ion  of  each  mu- 
tually produced  fome  effect:  upon  the  other.  The  af- 
fembly  was  opened  as  ufual  by  a  fpeech  from  the  king, 
the  keeper  of  the  feals,  and  the  director-general  of  the 
finances.  It  was  obferved  by  M.  Neckar,  that  the  king 
was  not  ignorant  of  the  refpect  that  ought  to  be  enter- 
tained for  the  ancient  ufages  of  a  monarchy  ;  it  was  un- 
der their  protection  that  every  conftiturional  right  ac- 
quired a  new  de~  -.1  -vr'  fo:  ce  ;  they  Secured  the  public 
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tranquility   by  oppofing   a  barrier  to  the  inconfiderate 
ardour  of  innovation.     But  the  king  was  equally  pene- 
trated with    thofe  firft  principles   of  juftice,  that  had 
neither  epoch    nor  commencement,  nor  could  have  a 
conclufion  ;  principles,  that  obliged    him  to    acquire, 
through  the  medium  of  a  juft  reprefentation,  a  know- 
ledge of  the  fentiments  of  his  fubjects.     Circumftances 
had  greatly  changed  fince  the  meeting  of  the  laft  ftates- 
general :  and,  while  the  king  would  always  particularly 
diftinguifti  the  two  firft  orders  of  the  nation,  he  could 
not  refufe  his  efteem  to  commerce  and  the  arts,  or  de- 
ny an  eminent  fhare  in  his  regard  to  the  peaceable  la- 
bours of  agriculture.     There  were  four  confiderations 
which  it  was  particularly  proper  to  recommend  to  the 
attention  of  the  notables  ;  the  compofition  of  the  ftates- 
general,  the  forms  of  convoking  them,  the  regulations 
that  were  to  be  prefcribed  in  the  conduct  of  the  elec- 
tions, and  the  inftructions  which  the  deputies  were  to 
receive  from  their  electors.     The  firft  and  third  of  thefe 
articles  feem  to  be  principally  interefting.     Under  the 
firft  M.  Neckar  recommended  to  the  notables  to  confi- 
der  the  total   number  of  deputies,  and  the  proportion 
to  be    affigned  to  each  order.     Under  the  third,  what 
was  to  be  admitted  as  the  legal  qualification  of  the  e- 
letior  and  the  elected  ;  whether  the  tiers  etat  mould  be 
authorifed  to  feleft   a  reprefentative  from  the  fuperior 
orders  ;  whether  the  orders  in  each  diftrict  mould  pro- 
ceed to  the  choice   of  their  reprefentatives  feparately 
or  united  ;  whether  the  elections  mould  be  conducted 
by  poll  or  by  ballot ;  and   what   principle   mould  be 
employed  in  determining  the  number  of  reprefentatives 
each  diftrict  ihould  be    permitted   to  choofe.     Thefe 
queftions    were   afterwards    modified  by  the  notables. 
They  did  not  directly  admit  into  their  lift   that  of  the 
total  number  of  deputies  ;  and  they  inferted  the  great 
and  interefting  problem,  whether  the  future  fittings   of 
the  national  aftembly  mould  be  in  one  body  or  in  fepa- 
rate  houfes. 

It  was  cuftomary,  upon  cccafions  firoilar  to  this,  for 
the  heads  of  the  different  corps,  the  clergy,  the  00- 
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blefTe  and  the  parliaments,  to  addrefs  the  fovereigrl  ift 
complimentary  harangues.  Accordingly  M.  d'  Or** 
rriefTon,  who,  upon  the  reftVnation  of  M.  d'  Aiiire, 
had  fucceeded  in  due  courfe  of  feniority  to  the  dignity 
of  firil  prefident  of  the  parliament  of  Paris,  embraced 
this  opportunity  of  reminding  the  king,  that  that  body 
had  been  among  the  fird  to  urge  the  convocation  of 
the  flates-general— a  meafure  fo  faiutary,  as  to  have 
been  no  fooner  darted,  than  it  was  reinforced  by  the 
unanimous  fentiment  of  the  nation ;  and  he  could  not 
avoid  at  this  time  repeating,  that  the  parliament  had 
already  folemnly  pronounced  the  model  of  1614  to  be 
the  only  one  that  could  confidently  be  adopted,  or  that 
promifed  a  faiutary  ifiue. 

The  king  diftributed  the  notables,  as  had  been  done 
in  the  beginning  of  1787,  into  feclions,  with  this  dif- 
ference only,  that  in  the  former  in  fiances  they  had 
been  feven,  and  in  the  prefent  they  were  fix.  Of  con- 
fequence  each  of  them  confided  of  twenty-five  perfons, 
and  their  prefidents  were  feverally,  Monfieur  the  next 
brother  to  the  king,  the  count  d'  Artois  the  younger 
brother,  the  duke  d;  Orleans,  the  prince  of  Conde, 
the  duke  of  Bourbon  his  elded  fon,  and  the  prince  of 
Conti.  Though  the  exertions  of  the  duke  d?  Orleans 
and  of  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette  produced  no  (hiking 
effecls  upon  the  prefent  occafion,  it  feems  proper  to  re- 
cord that  the  former  of  thefe,  finding  the  fentiments 
of  his  own  feclion  little  conformable  to  thofe  he  enter- 
tained, thought  proper  to  abfent  himfelf  from  the  no- 
tables, except  upon  certain  intereding  quedions  ;  and 
that  the  latter  was  a  member  of  the  fection  of  the  count 
d*  Artois. 

It  was  early  vifible  that  the  notables  were  divided  in 
their  opinions,  there  being  a  fmall  but  refpe&able  mi- 
nority who  embraced  the  paufe  of  the  people.  The 
red  were  highly  aridocratical  in  their  fentiments,  and, 
beginning  to  be  judly  alarmed  for  the  downfal  of  their 
ufurpation,  exerted  themfelves  to  the  bed  of  their 
power  to  re-fid  the  ruin  by  which  they  were  about  to 
be  overtaken.     The  fe&ions.  of  the -count  d'  Artois  and 
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the  duke  of  Bourbon  earneftly  recommended  the  mo- 
del of  1614,  and  fuggeited  a  doubt,  whether  there 
was  any  power  ihort  of  that  of  the  ftates-general,  deli- 
berating by  orders,  that  could  fuperinduce  upon  it  any 
material  alteration.  The  fections  of  the  duke  d'  Or- 
leans and  the  princes  Conde  and  Conti  pleaded  the 
fame  caufe,  though  in  a  manner  lefs  peremptory.  The 
ie&ion  of  Monfieur,  in  which  a  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers had  embraced  the  fide  of  liberty,  were  fully  per- 
fuaded  of  the  propriety  of  the  king's  introducing  what- 
ever variation  the  welfare  of  the  whole  might  appear 
to  require. 

The  notables  were  nearly  unanimous  in  the  princi- 
ples that  ought  to  regulate  the  forms  of  election.  The 
great  body  of  electors  were  to  befdiitributed  into  coromu- 
nautes,  whofe  function  it  was  to  felect  a  certain  number  of 
citizens  to  reprefent  them  in  the  fecondary  bailliage, 
the  fecondary  bailliages  to  depute  to  the  primary 
ones,  and  thefe  lad  to  fix  upon  the  national  re- 
prefentatives  in  the  general  afTembly.  This  ch  in  of 
deputation  was  applicable  only  to  the  tiers  etat ;  the 
fuperior  orders  were  authorifed  immediately  to  eledl: 
their  reprefentatives  to  the  national  fenate.  In  thofe 
provinces  that  were  in  the  habit  of  being  regulated  by 
their  provincial  Rates,  the  dates  were  to  elect  trie  re- 
prefentatives, at  leaft  in  fuch  of  them  as  cculd  prove 
that  trey  were  already  in  ponefiion  of  that  privilege. 

In  the  fection  of  Monfieur,  the  queftion  of  the  pro- 
portional representation  of  the  three  orders  was  decided 
in  favour  of  doubling  the  tiers  etat,  by  a  majority  of 
thirteen  to  twelve.  In  the  fections  d'  Artois,  d*  Or- 
leans, and  Conti,  the  fame  principle  was  maintained 
by  a  minority  of  eight,  eight,  and  fix  refpectively.  In. 
the  other  two  it  was  carried  unanimoufly  in  favour  of 
the  ariOocracy.  The  queftion  of  the  deliberation  in 
one  or  more  houfes  was  alfo  varioufly  decided.  Three 
of  the  fections  feemed  to  confder  the  deliberation  by 
orders  as  an  erlentiai  part  of  the  conititution ;  thofe  of 
d*  Orleans  and  Bourbon  required,  that  at  leaft  the  firfr. 
deliberation  mould  be  in  the  ariftccraticai  form,  the 
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ftates-general  afterwards  to  adopt  whatever  form  they 
thought  proper ;  and  the  feftion  of  Monfieur  declared 
the  queftion  to  be  altogether  out  of  their  province  to 
determine.  Upon  the  queftion  whether  the  three  or- 
ders mould  deliberate  feparately  or  united,  in  the  elec- 
tion of  deputies,  the  feftion  of  Monfieur  pronounced 
entire  liberty  ;  and  the  other  five  prescribed  a  feparate 
confultation,  unlefs  in  any  particular  diftrift  it  mould 
appear  that  precedent  decided  in  favour  of  the  con- 
trary. 

From  the  compofition  of  the  dates-general  they  pro- 
ceaded  to  examine  the  rules  of  election.  Under  the 
head  of  qualifications  the  judgment  of  the  Sections  of 
Monfieur,  d'  Artois,  and  Bourbon  was  confiderably 
liberal.  The  general  fpirit  of  that  judgment  was  the 
profcription  of  all  qualification ;  becaufe  there  were, 
as  they  faid,  but  three  orders  in  the  ftate,  and  it  would 
be  absolutely  fubverfive  of  that  principle  to  introduce 
fubdivifions ;  becaufe  every  Frenchman  ought  to  have 
fome  fhare  in  deputing  representatives  to  the  national 
aifembly ;  and  becaufe  the  only  meafure  of  eligibility 
in  the  perfons  chofen  ought  to  be  the  confidence  of 
their  confiituents.  The  feclion  d*  Artois,  alone  of  the 
three,  introduced  as  a  modification,  that  the  electors 
of  the  tiers  etat  muft  be  in  actual  poiTeflion  of  landed 
property.  The  remaining  feclions  endeavoured  to  efta- 
blifh  certain  qualifications,  though  all  of  them  rejected 
the  idea  of  introducing  either  exclufion  or  proportion 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  undignified  clergy. 

The  article,  in  the  decifion  of  which  the  partifans 
of  the  commons  had  deeply  interefted  themfelves,  whe- 
the  tiers  erat  mould  be  authorised  to  el  eft  deputies  from 
cither  of  the  fuperior  orders,  was  by  the  feclions  of 
Monfieur,  Conde  and  Bourbon,  determined,  as  thefe 
partifans  defired,  in  the  negative  ;  and  the  feftion  of 
Monfieur  afligned  this  flattering  reafon,  that  it  was  un- 
juil  to  fuppofe  that  the  tiers  etat  could  not  in  their  own 
order  difcover  candidates  that  were  poffefTed  or  every 
luitable  requisite.  The  decifions  of  the  feclions  d*  Ar- 
tois and  d'  Orleans  were  directly  the  reverfe  of  each 
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other,  the  former  limiting  the  tiers  etat  in  the  election 
of  deputies  to  the  bailliages,  but  pronouncing  entire 
freedom  in  that  to  the  ftates-general ;  and  the  latter 
admitting  nobles  to  reprefent  the  tiers  etat  in  the  bailli- 
ages, but  requiring  that  the  reprefentative  of  the  com- 
mons fhould  be  himfelf  a  commoner  in  the  laft  refult. 
The  fection  of  Conti  alone  delivered  a  judgment  confo- 
nant  to  the  enlarged  principles  of  liberty.  Ought  not 
indeed  the  partifans  of  the  tiers  etat  to  have  recollect- 
ed, that,  if  the  people,  when  left  to  themfelves,  were 
blind  enough  to  elect  their  enemies  to  watch  over  their 
fafety,  they  would  be  able  neither  to  underftand  nor 
maintain  liberty,  even  if  they  were  put  in  porTeffion 
of  it  ? 

The  more  interesting  queftion,  whether  the  fuperior 
bailliages,  fome  of  which  contained  twelve  thoufand, 
and  others  fix  hundred  thoufand  inhabitants,  mould 
elecl  the  fame  number  of  deputies,  was  determined  in 
the  negative  by  the  fection  of  Monfieur,  and  in  the 
affirmative  by  the  other  five.  The  inquiry  reflecting 
the  mode  of  election  by  poll  or  by  ballot,  was  by  four 
of  the  fections  decided  in  favour  of  an  open  poll ;  by 
the  fections  d'  Artois  and  d'  Orleans  a  poll  was  prefcri- 
bed  in  the  primary  aifemblies ;  but  it  was  affirmed  to 
be  of  great  moment,  that  the  ultimate  election  of  de- 
puties to  the  ftates-general  mould  be  conducted  by  the 
mode  of  ballot.  Finally,  the  five  junior  fections  anxi- 
ouily  expreffed  their  readinefs  to  fubmit  to  an  equal  par- 
ticipation of  the  burden  of  contributing  to  the  public  re- 
venue ;  the  fection  of  Monfieur,  which,  in  all  the  mod 
interefting  queftions,  had  declared  in  favour  of  the  popu- 
lar caufe,  difdained  to  have  recourfe  to  an  oftentation  of 
generofity,  which  after  the  proceedings  they  adopted, 
would  have  been  altogether  fuperrluous. 

The  proceedings  of  the  notables  were  ariftocraticaJ, 
but  moderate  ;  and  did  not  therefore  fatisfy  the  defires 
of  thofe  who  b  Jgan  to  be  ferioufly  alarmed  for  the  im- 
pending revolution*  The  daring  language  of  fuch  as 
from  the  prefs  or  in  the  municipal  aifemblies  pleaded 
tht  caufe  of  the  democracy,  infpired  them  with  horror. 
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The  prince  of  Conti,  in  a  general  committee  of  the 
notables  on  the  28th  of  November,  was  the  firft  to 
unfurl  the  ftandard  of  ariftocratical  jealoufy.  Upon 
this  occafion  he  read  and  delivered  a  note  to  Monfieur, 
prefident  of  the  committee,  declaring  that  he  owed  it  to 
his  confcience,  his  birth,  and  the  prefent  crifis  of  pub- 
lic affairs,  to  enter  his  protefl  againft  the  inundation 
that  exifled  of  fcandalous  publications,  that  fpread 
through  every  part  of  the  kingdom,  trouble  and  divifi- 
on.  The  monarchy  was  attacked !  a  blow  was  aimed 
at  its  exiftence  1  and  the  moment  was  at  hand  !  It  was 
frnpoffifcie  that  the  king  mould  not  at  length  open  his 
eyes,  and  that  his  brothers  mould  not  call  upon  him  to 
do  fo.  It  was  neceffary  to  the  liability  of  the  throne, 
of  the  laws  and  of  order,  that  all  new  fyftems  fliould 
be  for  ever  proscribed,  and  that  'he  confcitution  and 
the  ancient  forms  mould  be  preferved  in  their  integrity. 
The  note  of  the  prince  of  Conti  was  laid  by  Monfieur 
before  the  king,  who  returned  it  with  an  intimation, 
fctsat  the  iubjecl:  of  it  was  totally  foreign  to  thofe  for 
the  jiicuffion  of  which  the  notables  had  been  affem- 
bfed ;  that  he  therefore  forbade  the  fections  to  take  it 
into  their  consideration  ;  and  that  the  princes  of  the 
blood  ought  to  addrefs  themfelves  direclly  to  him,  when 
they  had  any  thing  to  communicate  which  they  concei- 
ved would  be  useful  to  him. 

The  notables  were  diifolved  on  the  12th  of  Decern* 
ber,  and  two  days  after  that  event  a  memorial  was  pre- 
ferred to  the  king  by  the  princes  of  the  blood  who  had 
fi;  in  that  affembly,  with  the  exception  of  Monfieur  and 
the  duke  d'Orleans,  enforcing  the  reprefentation  of  the 
r  nee  of  Conti.  They  affirmed,  that  the  ftate  was  in 
in  (tan  t  danger ;  that  a  revolution  was  gradually  taking 
place  in  the  principles  of  government ;  and  that  the 
prefent  fermentation  of  men's  minds  furnifhed  the 
means  by  which  it  was  to  be  effected.  Inftitutions,  hi- 
therto reputed  facred,  and  by  which  the  monarchy  had 
fiourimed  for  ages,  were  now  difputed  as  problematical, 
or  decried  as  unjuft.  The  publications  that  had  ap- 
peared during  the  fitting  of  the  notables3  the  memori* 
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als  that  had  been  formed  by  different  provinces,  cities 
and  corps,  their  object  and  their  flyle,  announced  a  re- 
gular fyltem  of  insubordination,  and  a  determined  con- 
tempt for  the  laws  of  the  ftate.  Every  author  erected 
himlelf  into  a  legiflator.  Eloquence  and  an  art  of 
writing,  without  information,  without  (ludy  and  with- 
out experience,  were  thought  qualifications  fufficient 
for  men  to  regulate  the  fate  of  empires.  Whoever  ad- 
vanced a  daring  pro. -ofition,  whoever  propofed  innova- 
tion, was  certain  to  have  readers  and  followers.  Such 
was  the  tremendous  prcgrefs  of  this  effervefcence,  that 
opinio  :•  ch   a  fhort    time  fmce  would  have    been 

deemed  the  moft  reprehenfible,  now  appeared  reafona- 
ble  and  juit ;  and  thofe,  at  which  men  of  honour  now 
i  /ted,  would  perhaps  fome  time  hence  be  regarded  as 
:  erfecl  ;  legitimate  and  regular.  Who  could  let  bounds 
co  the  temerity  of  opinion  ?  The  rights  of  the  throne 
had  already  been  difputed ;  the  rights  of  the  two  or- 
ders v  srt  now  called  in  queflion  5  it  had  even  been 
propofed  to  fapprefs  the  feudal  lordfhips,  as  a  fyftem  of 
c  ^predion,  and  a  remnant  of  barbarifm  ;  fhortly  the 
r  tits  of  property  would  be  invaded,  and  the  unequal 
diitribi ■■.:.. on  of  wealth  be  considered  as  a  matter  defer- 
ring of  reform.  The  princes  added,  that  the  claim  of 
a  do  ible  reprefentation  of  the  tiers  etat  was  the  off- 
fpring  of  thefe  fyftems  of  innovation,  and  ought  to  be 
pe- leveringly  reiifted.  To  grant  it  would  be  to  encou- 
rage a  fpirit  of  encroachment ;  and  its  advocates,  ani- 
p.  .ted  by  their  firfl  fuccefs,  would  not  content  them- 
feives  with  a  conceflion,  which,  unlefs  connected  with 
fomething  that  was  to  follow,  would  prove  altogether 
nominal  and  nugatory.  A  meeting  of  the  dukes  and 
peers  of  France,  fimilar  to  that  of  the  princes,  was  held 
on  the  20th  ;  but  they  contented  themfelves  with  pub- 
iifhing  a  refolution,  by  which  they  exprefTed  their  rea- 
dinefs  to  pay  their  full  proportion  to  the  national  re- 
venue, without  demanding  any  pecuniary  exemption. 

The  parliament  of  Paris  appears  to  have  exerted  a 
forefight  of  a  different  character  from  that  of  the  prin- 
ces of  the  blood,  and  to  have  modelled  its  proceedings 
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accordingly.  Thofe  of  the  princes  were  full  of  ardour 
and  adventure  ;  thofe  of  the  parliament  were  infecled 
with  timidity.  The  former  feemed  prepared  to  facri- 
flce  every  thing  to  the  unlimited  affertion  of  the  pre- 
rogatives to  which  they  were  born ;  the  latter,  if  they 
were  unable  to  preferve  the  whole,  were  willing  to 
make  as  good  a  bargain  as  they  could.  The  youngcr 
members  that  guided  their  deliberations,  had  tafted  of 
the  intoxicating  draught  of  popular  applaufe.  M.  d'Ef- 
premenil  and  others  had  been  received  with  fhouts  at 
the  re-affembling  of  their  corps  after  the  period  of  their 
vacation  ;  and  they  could  not  perfuade  themfelves 
lightly  to  part  with  that  public  favour  which  had  been 
fo  particularly  grateful  to  them. 

The  vacation  of  the  parliament  expired  on  the  12th 
of  November  ;  but  it  was  not  ufual  with  that  body  to 
enter  immediately  upon  the  tranfaction  of  bufmefs,  and 
accordingly  it  was  not  till  the  5th  of  December  that 
they  adopted  the  refolution,  by  which  they  endeavour- 
ed to  qualify  their  intolerant  language  of  the  preceding 
months.  In  this  refolution  they  exprefTed  their  alarms 
for  the  confequences  of  the  prefent  ferment,  and  of  the 
manoeuvres  employed  by  ill-intentioned  perfons  to  de- 
prive the  nation  of  the  fruits  of  the  efforts  of  the  magi- 
ilracy,  and  to  fubftitute  anarchy  and  fedition  in  the 
room  of  the  acquifition  of  a  juft  and  generous  liberty. 
They  recommended,  as  the  moil  defirable  of  all  preli- 
minaries, harmony  between  the  different  orders ;  and 
they  regretted  that  they  mould  have  been  themfelves 
fo  much  mifunderflood  in  their  feleclion  of  the  model 
of  1 614.  By  this  feleclion  they  had  undoubtedly  in- 
tended to  point  out  the  mode  of  convocation  by  baillia- 
ges  as  preferable  to  all  others  ;  but  they  were  neither 
empowered  nor  had  defigned  to  put  any  reflriclion  up- 
on the  confidence  of  the  electors  ;  and  with  refpecl:  to 
the  proportion  of  reprefentatives  for  the  three  orders, 
as  it  was  undetermined  either  by  law  or  any  conftant 
ufage,  they  had  always  meant  to  refer  to  the  difcretion 
of  the  fovereign  the  choice  of  fuch  meafures  as  might 
bed  accord  with  reafon,  with  liberty,  with  juftice,  and 
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with  the  national  fentiment.     To  quiet  the  perturbation 
that  at  prefent  exifted,  the  parliament  begged  leave  to 
recommend  to  the  king  to  convoke  the  ftates- general  as 
ipeedily  as  pofiible,  and,  previoufly  to  that  convocation, 
to  fanction    and    confecrate  the  following  fundamental 
principles  :  the  periodical    affembling    of  this  national 
body  ;  their    right  to    mortgage   in  perpetuity  to  the 
public  creditors  the  produce  of  certain  taxes  ;  their  ob- 
ligation towards   their  conflituents  to  grant  no  other 
taxes  but  for  a  definite  time,  and  to  a  given  amount ; 
their  right  exprefsly  to  appropriate  the  public  money  to 
the  different  fervices   in  which  it  fhould  be  employed  ; 
the  refolution  of  the  king  to  confent  to  the  immediate 
abolition  of  all  taxes  bearing  partially  upon  particular 
orders  ;  the  refponfibility  of  miniiters  ;  the    right   of 
the  Hates -general   to   accufe  and    impeach  before  the 
parliaments    all   national  offenders,  faving  the  privilege 
of  the  parliament's  attorney-general  to  exercife  the  fame 
function;  the  mutual  relation  between  the  ftates-gene- 
ral  and  the   courts  of  law,  fo  that  the  latter  might  not 
and  could  not  fuffer  the  levy  of  any  tax,  nor  take  part 
in  the  execution  of  any    law  of  whatever  fort    or  de- 
scription, that   had  not   previoufly  been  demanded  or 
fanclioned  by  the  former  ;  the  individual  liberty  of  the 
citizen,  to  be  fecured  by  the  obligation  of  the  party  ar- 
refting  to  commit  him  to  a  legal  prifon,  and  furrender 
him  to  the  dilcretion  of  his  natural  judges  ;  laftly,  the 
legal  liberty    of  the  pref$,    the  only  fecure  and  ready 
refource  of  innocence  againit  oppreilion,  referving  a  re- 
fponfibility for  reprehenfible  works  after  their  publica- 
tion, according  to  the  exigence  of  the  cafe. 

An  obfervation  early  fuggefled  by  this  refolution  of 
the  parliament  was,  that,  while  they  had  enumerated 
mod  of  the  other  privileges  fecured  by  the  Britiih  con- 
flitution,  they  had  carefully  omitted  the  trial  by  jury  ; 
and  indeed  it  is  impoffible  to  read  their  decifion  with- 
out remarking,  that,  at  the  fame  time  that  they  were 
perfectly  ready  to  concede  ail  other  prerogatives  but 
their  own,  they  fpoke  of  thefe  as  matters  of  the  higheft: 
confequence,  and  exalted  themfelves   to  a   level  with 
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all  that  prejudice  admires,  or  reafon  teaches  to  be  in- 
valuable. A  proceeding  fo  fpecious  and  artificial  ob- 
tained for  them  little  credit  with  any  party ;  and 
the  court,  which  had  lately  feemed  rather  under  the  in- 
fluence of  refentment  than  policy,  replied  with  haugh- 
tinefs  to  their  reprefentations,  that  "  with  his  parlia^ 
inent  the  king  had  nothing  to  difcufs  ;  it  was  with  the 
affembled  nation  that  he  would  concert  fuch  meafures 
as  might  permanently  confolidate  the  public  order  and 
the  profperity  of  the  whole." 

M.  d'Efprememl  published  at  this  period  a  very  brief 
difquifition,  which  may  be  regarded  as  the  moft  au- 
thentic commentary  upon  the  refolution  of  the  5th  of 
December.  According  to  him,  the  voting  by  feparate 
orders  was  the  conftitution,  and  the  voting  in  a  fmgie 
affembly  the  exception ;  an  exception,  to  which  it 
might  be  neceflary  to  have  recourfe  upon  extraordina- 
ry cafes,  but  which  mult  always  be  adopted  by  the  vo- 
luntary arTent  of  the  three  orders.  The  fermentation 
that  had  been  excited  about  doubling  or  not  doubling 
the  reprefentation  of  the  tiers  etat,  was  an  example  of 
perverfity  and  malevolence  that  no  hillory  could  pa- 
rallel. In  fact,  he  obferved,  all  France  was  of  one  opi- 
nion. The  clergy  and  nobility  were  willing  to  concede 
their  pecuniary  privileges  ;  and  this  conceflion  on  the 
one  hand,  and  the  independence  of  orders  on  the  other, 
were  only  wanting  to  render  the  nation  happy  and  free. 
He  was  neverthelefs  of  opinion,  that  the  reprefentation 
of  the  tiers  etat  ought  to  be  doubled  :  not  to  protect 
them  againft  the  ariflocratical  orders,  there  was  no 
longer  any  conteft  between  them  ;  but  becaufe  a  full 
and  numerous  reprefentation  of  the  people  was  the  bed 
fecurity  againft  minifterial  defpotifm,  the  common  ene- 
my of  the  fovereign  and  of  every  order  in  the  Hate. 

Whether  it  was  that  the  parliamentary  leaders  were 
difappointed  of  the  applaufe  they  expected  to  gain  by 
their  palinodia,  or  that  they  thought  they  had  gone  far 
enough  in  qualification,  and  it  was  now  nectflary  to 
{hew  their  impartiality,  their  next  public  proceeding 
was  to  burn  by  the   hands  of  the  ccanmqn  hangman  a 
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pamphlet  written  in  defence  of  the  popular  principles  ; 
and  the  harangue,  which  it  was  ufual  upon  fuch  occa- 
fions  for  the  attorney  general  to  deliver,  was  full  of  ve- 
hement invectives  againfl  what  he  fliled  the  extrava- 
gant pretentions  of  the  tiers  etat,  In  the  fame  fpirit 
they  foon  after  fummoned  to  their  bar  the  author  and 
printer  of  a  petition,  calling  itfelf  the  petition  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Paris,  and  to  which  fignatures  were  foli- 
cited  by  advertifements  and  circular  letters.  Having 
heard  the  parties,  they  iffued  a  ftricl:  prohibition  for 
the  future  againfl  fuch  advertifements,  and  the  public 
expofition  of  petitions  for  iignature,  as  contrary  to 
good  order,  and  capable  of  being  applied  by  ill-inten- 
tioned perfons  to  the  worfl  of  purpofes. 

It  was  never  more  neceffary  than  upon  the  prefent 
occafion,  that  the  executive  government  mould  inter- 
fere, and  endeavour  to  compofe  the  mutual  jealoufies 
and  mifunderflandings,  which  daily  became  wider  and 
more  angry,  as  the  decifion,  uncertain  in  its  iffue,  ad- 
vanced nearer  to  a  crifis.  This  decifion  was  at  length 
made  public  in  the  refult  of  a  council  of  the  27th  of 
December,  by  which  it  was  determined,  that  the  num- 
ber of  deputies  to  the  enfuing  flates -general  fhould  not 
fall  fhort  of  a  thoufand ;  that  it  mould  be  apportioned 
with  all  practicable  accuracy,  conformably  to  the  popu- 
lation and  financial  contributions  of  the  different  bail- 
liages ;  and  that  the  reprefentation  of  the  tiers  etat 
fhould  be  equal  to  the  fum  of  the  reprefentation  of  the 
other  two  orders, 
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State  of  parties  previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  Ji  ate  s- gene- 
ral— Riot  at  Paris — Affembly  oftheflates — Contefi  with 
refpecl  to  the  mode  of  voting  by  orders  or  by  poll — The 
tiers  etat  confliiute  themfelves  a  natio?ial  affembly — -Af- 
fembly   repulfed  from    the   hall  oftheflates — Take  an 
oath  never   to  feparate  till  the  con/lit  ui ion  be  fettled — 
Royal  fejfion — Union    of  the   orders — Projecls    of  the 
court — Paris  encircled  with  military — Soldiers  releafed 
from  prifon  by  the  populace — Famine  in  Paris — Remon- 
Jlrance  of  the  affembly — DifmiJJion   of  M.   Neckar — 
Difturbances  at  Paris — Pirmnefs  of  the  national  affem- 
bly—  The  Baflille  taken. 


*~  "^HE  attention  of  all  Europe  was  fixed  on  the  meet- 
i  ing  of  the  ftates-generai,  while  the  minds  of  the 
French  themfelves  continued  to  be  agitated  by  a  variety 
of  different  and  contending  palfions  and  opinions.  Thofe, 
who  were  in  pofleffion  of  power,  were  defirous  of  re- 
taining it ;  and  thofe,  who  had  no  dependence  but  up- 
on their  abilities,  hoped  that  a  new  conftitution  of 
things  would  elevate  them  to  that  rank,  to  which,  from 
their  merits,  they  conceived  themfelves  entitled.  The 
two  great  parties,  which  were  afterwards  to  divide  the 
nation,  were  already  formed.  The  pertinacity,  with 
which  the  privileged  orders  were  determined  to  adhere 
to  their  peculiar  advantages,  is  evident  from  what  we 
have  ftated  in  the  preceding  chapter  ;  and  on  the  other 
hand,  a  multitude  of  writers  of  the  greater!;  eminence 
were  employed  in  exciting  the  tiers  etat  to  the  afler- 
tion  of  its  right.  The  claims  of  the  nobility  and  cler- 
gy were  examined  with  acutenefs,  with  precifion,  with 
refearch.  The  balance  of  ability  was  greatly  on  the 
fide  of  the  people,  and  the  ufages  of  antiquity  faded  be- 
fore the  light  of  genius  and  of  truth.  Previous  to  this 
period,  that  extraordinary  fociety  or  club  *  was  form- 

*  The  Jacobins. 
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ed,  which  has  fmce  had  fo  confiderable  and  fo  pernici- 
ous an  influence  over  the  public  affairs.  Its  members 
initituted  an  active  correfpondence  throughout  the 
kingdom,  and,  by  cultivating  an  uniformity  of  opinion 
oa  political  fubjecls,  produced,  in  time,  that  uniformi- 
ty of  will  which  afterwards  appeared  to  govern  the  po- 
pular counfels. 

The  political  fchifm  which  had  already  taken  place, 
was  not  likely  to  be  compofed  during  the  neceffary 
turbulence  of  an  election.  Yet  the  fyitem,  on  which 
the  French  elections  were  conducted,  is  lefs  liable  to  tu- 
mult and  diforder  than  where  there  is  an  open  and  im- 
mediate poll ;  and  though  the  leaders  of  parties  were 
fufficiently  animated  in  the  fupport  of  their  particular 
fentiments,  the  great  body  of  the  people  were  either 
dubious  of  the  confequences,  or  were  not  yet  warmed  in 
the  conteft.  The  meetings  for  the  nomination  of  elec- 
tors were  not  fo  numeroufly  attended  as  might  have 
been  fuppofed  ;  and  even  in  fome  places,  where  a  thou- 
fand  votes  were  expected,  not  above  fifty  appeared. 

The  fpirit  of  the  two  parties  was  manifested  in  the 
cahiers  (or  inilructions  to  their  reprefentatives)  which 
were  drawn  up  on  this  occaflon.  The  nobility  and  the 
clergy  in  their  feparate  chambers  digefted  their  inftruc- 
tions,  the  firft  object  of  which  was  to  preferve  what  they 
were  pleafed  to  confider  as  their  own  rights :  the  fe- 
cond,  to  demand  the  rights  of  the  people.  The  mo- 
narch, according  to  this  fyitem,  was  the  only  devoted 
party ;  and  with  his  rights  the  ftaies-general  might 
make  as  free  as  they  pleafed.  All  parties,  however,  a- 
greed  in  renouncing  apart  of  their  pecuniary  privileges. 
The  iiiftructions  of  the  tiers  etat  were  hailily  compofed  ; 
but  that  uniformity  of  fentiment,  which  the  fufferings  of 
the  people  and  the  activity  of  their  leaders  had  produced, 
was  evident  in  them  all.  They  demanded  the  iupprei- 
iion  of  more  abufes  than  the  national  aflembly  was  able 
in  three  years  to  deftroy,  more  than  perhaps  ever  can 
be  eradicated  ;  all,  however,  were  unanimous  in  de- 
manding a  constitution,  liberry,  the  aflumption  of  natu- 
ral rights,   and  the  protection  of  the  public    treaiure 
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from  the  depredations  of  the  court.  The  deputies  of 
each  order  departed,  thus  inftru&ed  to  maintain  the 
claims  of  their  particular  party.  "  Thofe  of  the  tiers 
etat,"  fays  a  diftinguiihed  member  of  the  allembly, 
"  carried  with  them  the  benedictions  and  the  prayers  of 
the  multitude/' 

Such  were  the  objects  which  occupied  the  reflecting 
part  of  the  nation  ;  but  whatever  might  be  the  expec- 
tations of  others,  the  favourites  of  the  court  could  not 
fall  to  perceive  that  the  violence  of  the  (form  would 
break  upon  their  heads.  The  inftructions  which  were 
dictated  by  the  tiers  etat  for  the  government  of  its  re- 
preientatives,  the  vaft  extent  of  its  demands,  and  the 
number  and  ability  of  the  publications  in  fupport  of 
thefe  demands,  made  them  feel  theneceflity  of  oppofmg 
againft  that  order  the  full  force  of  every  exifting  autho- 
rity. M.  Neckar  was  defirous  that  the  flates  might  be 
aflembled  at  Paris ;  but  the  king  preferred  Verfailles, 
where  the  communication  between  the  members  and 
the  court  would  be  more  immediate.  It  is  evident  that 
the  deputies  of  the  tiers  etat,  who  were  collected  from 
every  remote  quarter  of  the  kingdom,  and  many  of 
them  entirely  unacquainted  with  the  great  world,  af- 
fembled  under  confiderable  difadvantages,  in  a  place 
where  every  thing  bore  the  (lamp  of  defpotifm,  and 
where  intrigue  and  venality  had  induftrioufly  fpread 
their  choicefl  allurements.  The  agents  of  the  court 
had  already  eftablifhed  conferences  at  the  houfe  of  Ma- 
dame Polignac  ;  and  it  is  faid  by  the  democratic  party, 
that  the  chief  object  of  their  deliberation  was  to  unite 
the  two  principal  orders,  the  clergy  and  nobles,  and  to 
retain  the  commons  in  a  flate  of  dependence  and  fub- 
jection.  On  the  other  hand,  the  deputies  of  the  people 
were  not  without  their  jealoufies  ;  and  thofe  of  each 
province  held  their  feparate  meetings,  till  at  length  they 
became  united  in  that  of  Brittany. 

It  is  evident  that  the  voting  by  orders,  and  not  by 
poll,  that  is,  the  afTembling  of  the  different  orders  in 
their  feparate  chambers,  and  invefting  each  with  the 
prerogative  of  putting  a  negative  on  the  proceedings  of 
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the  other  two,  was  the  only  ftratagem  which  the  court 
party  could  employ  to  difconcert  the  meafures  of  the 
patriots  ;  and  it  mud  be  confeffed,  that  fuch  an  ar- 
rangement would  probably  have  rendered  the  whole 
proceedings  of  the  flates-general  a  folemn  farce,  and 
could  never  have  eftablifhed  any  fubftantial  reform. 
This  was  the  great  queftion  which  was  prefently  to 
involve  the  national  reprefentitives  in  faction  and  con- 

teft. 

While  thefe  important  affairs  were  in  agitation,  a  cir- 
cumstance occurred  which   is  fuppofed  on  all   parts  to 
have  originated  in  iome  malevolent  motive,  whether  of 
a  public  or  private  nature  is  not  fo  eafy  to  decide.     In 
the  populous  fuburb  of  St.  Antoine,  a  very  confiderable 
paper-manufactory  was  carried  on,  and    a   number  of 
workmen  confequently  maintained,  by  a  refpeclable  ci- 
tizen of  the  name  of  Reveillon.     This  gentleman  had 
accufed  a  certain  abbe  Roy>  a  dependant  of  the  count 
d'/^rtois,  of  forgery,  and  the   matter    was   before  the 
courts.     Whether,  therefore,  it  arofe  from  private  re- 
venge in  the  abbe,  or  whether   the  court  party  might 
imagine  that  a  riot  at  Paris  would  afford  a  fair  apology 
for  the  approach  of  fuch  a  number  of  troops  as  might 
effectually  awe  the  reprefentatives  of  the  nation,  is  un- 
certain.    A  groundlefs   report  was  malicioufly  fpread, 
that  M.   Reveillon  intended  confiderably  to  lower  the 
wages  of  his  workmen,  that  he  had  afferted  the  bread 
was  too  good  for  them,  and  that  they  might  fubfift  as 
well  upon  potatoe  iiour — with  many  infinuations  to  the 
fame  effect.     On  the    27th  of  April,  both  the  fuburbs 
of  St.  Marc  and  St.   Antoine  were  in  motion,  and  M. 
Reveillon  was  burnt  in  effigy.     The  molt  extraordinary 
circumftance  was,  that   it  had  been  announced  to  the 
police,  that  the  preceding  days  a  number  of  ftrangers 
had  entered  the  city,  and  thefe  men  were  now  the  lead- 
ers of  the  infurrettion,    and,    by   profuiely    fcattering 
money  amongft  the  mob,  increafed  both  its  numbers 
and  its  ferocity.     A    fmall    detachment   of  the  French 
guards  was  fent  to  effect  their  difperfion,  but  it  was  too 
weak  to  refid  the  rabble.     At  the  dawn  of  the  follow- 
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ing  day,  the  outrages  were  renewed  ;  and  M.  Reveil- 
lon's  houfe  was  pillaged  and  deftroyed.  At  length  a 
formidable  party  of  the  military  was  ordered  out,  and, 
after  a  confiderable  carnage,  the  tumult  was  quelled. 

Paris  was  fcarcely  recovered  from  the  terror  and  ap- 
prehenfion  which  this  infurrection  occafioned,  when 
the  day  appointed  for  the  meeting  of  the  dates-general 
arrived.  The  5th  of  May  1789  will  be  long  memora- 
ble in  the  annals  of  France,  and  it  was  indeed  a  day  of 
feftivity  to  the  whole  nation.  It  commenced,  agreea- 
bly to  ancient  cuflorn,  with  a  religious  acl:.  The  re- 
prefentatives  of  the  people,  preceded  by  the  clergy,  and 
followed  by  the  king,  repaired  to  the  temple  of  God, 
accompanied  with  an  immenfe  crowd,  offering  vows 
ZTid  prayers  for  fuccefs  to  their  labours. 

The  whole  ceremony  indicated  the  diftin&ion  of  or^ 
ders,  and  evinced  that  it  was  the  fecret  determination  of 
the  court  ftriclly  to  maintain  it.  Faithful  to  the  cuf- 
toms  of  1 6 14,  the  nobility  were  arrayed  in  a  fumptuous 
robe,  and  the  deputies  of  the  commons  in  the  habit  of 
the  law.  Thus,  while  the  nobility  and  the  higher  cler- 
gy glittered  in  gold  and  jewels,  the  reprefentatives  of 
the  people  appeared  in  mourning  :  .but  the  fpectators 
were  not  dazzled  by  fplendid  appearances ;  that  body 
which  reprefented  the  nation  engroued  all  its  applaufe, 
and  Vive  le  tiers  Stat !  was  echoed  from  every  quar- 
ter 

The  affembly  was  opened  by  a  fpeech  from  the 
throne,  in  which  the  monarch  declared  his  fatisfaclion 
at  feeing  himfelf  furrounded,  after  fo  long  an  interval, 
by  the  reprefentatives  of  his  people — he  mentioned  the 
heavy  debt  of  the  public,  a  part  of  which  had  accumu- 
lated during  his  own  reign,  but  in  an  honourable 
caufe— he  hinted  at  the  general  difquiet  and  the  love  of 
innovation  which  had  taken  poflemon  of  the  minds  of 
the  people  ;  but  depended  on  their  wildom  and  mode- 
ration in  the  adoption  or  alterations  ;  and  concluded  by 
warm  profeffions  of  his  own  attachment;  to  the  public 
welfare. 

The  fpeech   of  M.   Bafretiri,  the  keeper  of  the  feals, 
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was  but  little  attended  to.  It,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
king,  recommended  temper  in  adopting  alterations  in 
the  government ;  intimated,  that  the  king  had  acceded 
to  the  wifhes  of  his  people  in  granting  to  the  tiers  etat 
a  double  reprefentation,  but  left  the  great  queftion  of 
voting  by  orders  or  by  poll  entirely  undecided. 

The  attention  which  was  refufed  to  the  keeper  of  the 
feals  was  mod  liberally  accorded  to  M.  Neckar,  though 
his  addrefs  continued  for  three  hours.  It  did  not,  how- 
ever, pafs  exempt  from  criticifm — fome  alleged  that  it 
was  an  ill-arranged  and  ill-digefted  mafs  ;  the  republi- 
cans complained  that  he  did  not  enlarge  fufficiently  on 
their  favourite  topic  ;  they  expected  it  to  be  filled  with 
projects  and  with  fyftems  :  the  privileged  orders  wifhed 
him  to  be  more  explicit  in  tracing  out  a  plan  of  pro- 
ceedings for  the  ftates-general :  but  all  agreed  that  no- 
thing could  be  more  luminous  and  fatisfactory  than  the 
-  details  which  he  recited  concerning  the  finances  of  the 
nation  ;  nothing  more  fimple  and  correct  than  the  plana 
which  he  propofed. 

The  fituation  of  M.  Neckar,  indeed,  at  this  critical 
period,  was  peculiarly  delicate.  He  was  placed  be- 
tween the  court  and  the  people,  at  a  time  when  it  was  im- 
pomble  for  an  honeft  man  to  attend  equally  to  the  claims 
of  each  party.  From  him  every  thing  was  expected  by 
the  people,  while  it  was  importable  to  comply  with  the 
plenitude  of  their  demands.  On  the  contrary,  the  love 
and  admiration  of  the  people  was  fufficient  to  render 
him  fufpecled  by  the  courtiers.  He  was  defpifed  by 
the  high  nobility,  for  his  inferiority  of  birth  and  family ; 
and  he  was  odious  to  the  bigoted  clergy,  becaufe  he 
was  a  proteftant.  Fortunately  for  M.  Neckar,  his  in- 
tegrity was  above  all  fufpicion  ;  every  perfon  in  the 
kingdom,  from  the  monarch  to  the  peafant,  was  fatisfied 
of  the  rectitude  of  his  heart.  His  temper  and  modera- 
tion were  of  the  utmoft  importance  in  turbulent  times. 
His  influence  frequently  interpofed  againfl  the  excefles 
of  popular  infatuation  ;  and  the  dignity  and  virtue  of 
his  character  gave  him  conlequence  even  with  the  ene- 
mies of  liberty. 
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The  firfl:  object  of  the  Hates  was  the  'verification  of 
iheir  powers  —  that  is,  the  production  of  their  writs  of 
return,  and  the  identification  of  the  deputies,  which  is 
equivalent  to  our  members  of  parliament  taking  their 
feats.  On  this  occafion  the  fatal  conteft  between  the 
three  orders  commenced.  The  deputies  of  the  com- 
mons faw  evidently  that  the  people  had  in  vain  achiev- 
ed their  wifh  with  reipect  to  the  number  of  reprefenta- 
tives — in  vain  the  deputies  of  the  tiers  etat  in  number 
eonftituted  a  half  of  the  Hates -general,  if  by  the  mode 
of  voting  they  were  to  be  reduced  to  a  third,  They 
faw  further,  that  mould  the  verification  of  their  pow- 
ers be  effected  in  feparate  chambers,  each  order  would 
then  be  eonftituted  a  legal  affembly,  and  the  union  be 
rendered  for  ever  impoffible. 

Thus  the  difpute  which  was  of  fo  much  importance* 
concerning  the  voting  by  orders  or  by  poll,  commenced 
even  upon  the  verification  of  the  returns.  At  the  ap- 
pointed hour  the  deputies  of  the  tiers  etat  affembled  in 
the  common  hall.  After  half  an  hour  fpent  in  that  con- 
fufion  to  which  fo  numerous  an  affembly  was  naturally 
liable,  a  voice  more  articulate  than  the  reft  proclaimed 
the  necefhty  of  order,  and  advifed  the  appointmet  of  a 
temporary  prefident,  a  fecretary,  and  clerks.  When 
the  chair  was  to  be  taken,  the  public  voice  demanded 
the  oldeft  citizens—he  prefented  himielf,  and  afked  of 
the  affembly  the  affiftance  of  fome  younger  man  to  act 
as  his  herald.  Some  debates  and  motions  fucceeded 
this  appointment ;  the  general  object  of  which  was, 
that  the  orders  mould  proceed  to  verify  their  powers 
in  common,  and  not  in  feparate  chambers. 

The  debates  of  the  clergy  and  nobility  "were  not  lefs 
tumultuous.  In  the  firft  order,  the  members  delibera- 
ted under  the  temporary  prefidency  of  the  cardinal  de 
la  Rochefoucault,  whether  the  powers  fhould  be  verified 
and  legitimated  in  the  chamber  appropriated  to  the  or- 
der ?  One  hundred  and  thirty-three  members  were  for 
the  affirmative  ;  one  hundred  and  fourteen  were  of  opi- 
nion that  this  ceremony  could   only  take  place  in  the 
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general  afTembly,  and  before  commiiiioners  chofen  from 
all  the  three  orders. 

In  the  fecond,  M.  de  Montboifier,  as  the  oldefi  no- 
bleman prefeat,  was  cidled  to  the  chair.  Two  motions 
were  made,  one  for  the  verification  of  the  powers,  by 
commiiiioners  exclusively  chofen  from  the  order  of  no- 
bility ;  and  the  other,  for  the  fame  verification,  before 
commiiiioners  felecced  from  the  three  orders.  The 
principal  argument  in  favour  of  the  fird:  of  thefe  opi- 
nions was,  that  the  order  themfelves  were  the  only  judg- 
es competent  to  decide  the  legality  of  pretenfions  to 
nobility  ;  and  in  anfwer  it  was  urged,  that  the  elections 
had  been  fanctioned  by  the  three  orders  of  each  baili- 
wick, and  the  oaths  admin iftered  in  their  prefence.  It 
was,  however,  determined  in  favour  of  the  verification 
in  their  own  chamber,  by  one  hundred  and  eighty-eight 
voices  againfl  forty  feven. 

The  commons,  iatisfied  that  a  iiate  of  inaction  would 
in  a  fhort  time  effect  their  willies,  determined  to  perfe- 
vere.  They  carried  their  refpect  to  this  principle  10 
far  as  not  to  open  the  addreffes  which  were  directed  to 
the  deputies  of  the  tiers  etat,  and  which  lay  upon  their 
table.  The  clergy  alio  fufpended  the  verification  of 
their  powers ;  but  the  nobility,  who  conceived  that  eve- 
ry thing  was  to  give  way  to  their  rank  and  privileges, 
declared  themfelves  a  legal  afTembly,  and  on  the  13th 
of  May  fent  a  deputation  to  the  commons  to  acquaint 
them  with  thefe  proceedings. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  clergy,  who  were  divided  in 
their  opinion^  and  among  whom  the  cures*  (or  paro- 
chial clergy)  were  in  general  attached  to  the  caufe  of 
the  people,  propofed  to  the  other  orders  the  nomination 
of  commiffioners  to  conciliate  the  prefent  difputes.  To 
this  propofal  the  nobility  affented  j  and  in  the  ailembly 

*  Mr,  Burke  and  other  Englifhmen  have  Arangely  tranflated  this 
word  literally  curate,  whereas  it  tfrictly  anfwers  to  the  legal  meaning 
of  our  word  par  fan,  and  means  an  ecclefiaftical  perfon  poffeffed  of  a 
benefice  wiih  cure   (or  care;   of  fouls. 

Vol  I.  G 
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of  the  commons,  it  was  moved  by  M.  Rabaut  de  Si, 
Etienne,  a  proteflant  clergyman,  c;  that  commiffioners 
fhould  be  named  to  treat  with  the  clergy  and  nobility 
concerning  the  union  of  the  orders  in  one  common  af- 
fembiy." — M.  Chapellier,  an  advocate  of  Rennes  in 
Brittany,  followed  it  by  a  motion  declaring  "  that  no 
mode  of  conciliation  could  be  admitted,  which  had  not 
for  its  bafis  the  deliberation  of  all  the  orders  in  com- 
mon ;"  and  cenfuring  in  (trong  terms  the  conduct,  of 
the  nobility.  The  count  de  Mirabeau  obferved,  "  that 
the  nobility  commanded,  while  the  clergy  negociated.'* 
He  was  therefore  of  opinion,  that  the  commiffioners 
mould  not  treat  with  the  nobles,  but  with  the  clergy 
only ;  but  at  length  the  fnnple  propofition  of  M,  Ra- 
fcaut  was  adopted,  with  a  trifling  amendment. 

It  is  almoft  unneceffary  to  add,  that  the  negociatiora 
proved  fruitlefs.  The  nobility,  having  heard  the  report 
of  the  commiffioners,  voted,  "  that  in  the  prefent  af- 
fembly  of  the  ftates-general,  the  powers  mould  for  this 
time  be  verified  feparately  ;  and  that  the  examination 
of  the  advantages  or  inconveniences  refulting  from  this 
method  mould  be  referred  to  a  future  period,  when  the 
orders  mould  take  into  confideration  the  future  organi- 
zation of  the  dates-general. '*  Thus  every  hope  being 
defeated  of  a  union  with  the  nobles,  the  commons  de- 
termined, on  the  27th  of  May,  to  fend  a  folemn  depu- 
tation to  the  clergy,  to  invite  them,  "  in  the  name  of 
the  God  of  peace,  and  of  the  true  interefl  of  the  nation, 
to  unite  themfelves  with  them  in  one  general  affembly, 
to  confult  together  on  the  means  of  restoring  unity  and 
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While  this  matter  was  in  agitation,  a  letter  was  re- 
ceived from  the  king,  defiring  "  that  the  conciliatory 
commiincners  would  meet  in  the  prefence  of  the  keeper 
of  the  feals'j  and  fome  other  commiffioners  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  monarch,  in  order  to  renew  their  con- 
ferences, &c.  In  the  mean  time  the  chamber  of  the 
nobles  (this  fovereign  legiflative  chamber,  as  it  was 
called  by  one  of  its  members)  pafled  a  decree,  afiert- 
ing,  "  that  they  regarded  as  a  part  of  the  conliitution^ 
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the  divifion  of  orders,  and  their  refpective  veto,  and 
that  in  thefe  principles  they  were  determined  to  perfe- 
vere."  The  fecond  conferences  therefore  were  equally 
unfuccefsful  with  the  firft. 

In  the  courfe  of  thefe  conferences,  however,  the  mi- 
niiters  propoied  on  the  part  of  the  king,  a  plan  of  con- 
ciliation, or  rather  of  arbitration  ;  the  principal  articles 
of  which  were, 

1  ft.  That  the  three  orders  fhould  verify  their  now- 
ers  feparately,  and  fhould  reciprocally  communicate  the 
fame  to  each  other. 

2d.  That  in  cafe  any  contefls  fhould  arife,  commif- 
fioners  fhould  be  appointed  from  the  three  orders  to 
take  the  fame  into  confideration,  and  report  their  opi- 
nions to  their  different  orders. 

3d.  That  fhould  the  three  orders  not  agree  upon  any 
topic  in  difpute,  the  final  determination  fhould  be  re- 
ferred to  the  king. 

The  two  fuperior  orders  applauded  this  plan  of  con- 
ciliation ;  but  while  the  nobles  pretended  to  accept  it, 
they  qualified  their  acquiefcence  with  a  decided  refolu- 
tion  to  adhere  to  their  former  decree,  and  to  the  plan 
of  voting  only  by  orders.  At  the  fame  time  they  pro- 
ceeded to  the  verification  of  the  powers,  to  determine 
the  controverted  returns,  &c. 

While  thefe  affairs  were  tranfacling  anions  the  no- 
bies,  the  clergy  fent  a  deputation  to  the  tiers  etat,  la- 
menting the  high  price  of  bread,  and  propofing  a  com- 
mittee of  the  three  orders  to  concert  on  the  means  of 
alleviating  this  evil.  This  proceeding  of  the  clergy  was 
reprefented  by  fome  members  as  deeply  iniidious,  as  a 
means  of  ingratiating  themfelves  with  the  people,  andN. 
of  rendering  the  deputies  of  the  commons  unpopular 
mould  they  refufe  to  co-operate.  It  was  therefore  im- 
mediately refolved  to  return  for  anfwer  the  following 
addrefs  :  — 

"  Penetrated  with  the  fame  zeal  as  yourfelves,  and 
viewing  with  tears  of  companion  the  public  diftrefs,  we 
befeech  and  conjure  you  to  unite   with  us  immediately 
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in  the  common  hall,  to  confult  the  means 'of  remedying 
thefe  calamities." 

It  was  now  near  five  weeks  fmce  the  flates-general 
had  aifembled,  and  the  three  orders  found  themfelves 
in  the  fame  inactive  flate  as  at  firit.  The  commons- 
therefore  conceived  it  was  full  time  to  emerge  from  this 
criminal  inactivity,  and  to  afford  an  opportunity  to  tbofe 
of  the  nobility  and  clergy  who  profeiied  a  fincere  love 
for  their  country,  to  become  active  in  its  favour. 
They  divided  themfelves  into  twenty  committees,  to  fa- 
cilitate the  public  buhneis ;  and  on  the  icthof  June, 
the  abbe  Sieyes  propofed  that  they  mould  make  a  laft 
effort  for  a  union  of  the  orders ;  and  fhould  this  fail, 
that  they  fhould  then  form  themfelves  into  an  atli-ve  af+ 
fembly9  for  the  difpatch  of  bufmefs. 

In  confequence  of  this  propofal,  notice  was  fent  on 
the  1 2th,  that  they  would  immediately  order  a  general 
call  of  the  deputies  of  all  the  bailiwicks,  including  thofe 
of  the  privileged  clalTes ;  and  in  default  of  their  ap- 
pearance, that  they  would  proceed  to  the  verification  of 
the  powers,  and  to  every  other  public  object,  as  well  in 
the  abfence  as  in  the  prefence  of  the  nobility  and 
clergy. 

On  the  13th,  they  proceeded  to  the  call  of  the  de- 
puties, and  to  the  verification  of  the  returns.  Not  one 
of  the  nobility  appeared  ;  but  on  the  call  of  the  Baili- 
wick of  Foitou,  three  cures,  MelTrs.  Cefve,  Ballard,  and 
jalot,  prefented  themfelves  with  the  writs  of  their  re- 
turn, which  they  laid  refpedfully  upon  the  table.  Thefe 
venerable  paftdrs  were  received  with  the  warmeft  tranf- 
ports  of  joy  and  acclamation.  rI  hey  had  declared  their 
intentions  the  preceding  evening  in  the  chamber  of  the 
elerjgy ;  and  they  were  followed  the  next  day  by  five 
more  of  their  brethren,  among  whom  were  Mefirs.  Dil- 
lon, Gregoire,  and  Bodineau. 

In  the  mean  time  the  unpopularity  of  the  nobility  in- 
creafed  almoft  to  deteflation,  and  to  their  obflinacy  the 
inactivity  oi  the  dates  was  wholly  attributed-  At  length 
the  deputies  of  the  people  felt  themfelves  fupported  by 
the  public  opinion,  and  on  the  17th  of  June  proceeded 
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to  the  daring  flep  of  afluming  to  themfeives  the  legifla- 
iive  government.     On  that  memorable  day,  in  the  midft 
©f  an  immenfe  concourfe  of  Spectators,  the  deputies  of 
the  people,  with  fuch  of  the  clergy  as  had  already  join- 
ed them,  announced  themfeives  to  the   public    by  the    , 
fmce  celebrated   denomination  of  the  national  a fftmbly,       utrt& 
The    hall    re-echoed  with    the  exclamations   of  joy — {L&v*rdk 
"  Long  live  the  king  and  the  national  alTembly  !,?    But  ' 

when  ihe  representatives  of  the  people  ro'e  in  folemn 
Silence  to  take  the  oath  to  fulfil  with  fidelity  their  du- 
ty, every  eye  was  melted  into  tears,  and  the  enthufiafm 
of  liberty  took  pofleflion  of  every  heart.  This  folemn 
ceremony  was  fucceeded  by  the  nomination  of  M.  Bail- 
ly  to  the  office  of  prefident  for  four  days  only,  and  that 
of  Meflrs.  Camus  and  Pifon  de  Galand  as  fecretaries 
for  the  fame  fpace  of  time. 

The  firft  resolutions  of  the  afTembly,  while  they  were 
declaratory  of  the  coniiitutional  power  veiled  in  the  re- 
prefentatives  of  the  people,  had  alfo  a  regard  to  the  ur- 
gent neceflities  of  the  ftate.  They  pronounced  "  ail 
levies,  impofts  or  taxes  unconstitutional,  which  were 
net  enacted  by  the  formal  confentof  the  reprefentatives 
of  the  nation  ;  that  confequently  the  exifling  taxes 
were  illegal  and  null ;  that  notwithstanding  this,  they, 
in  the  name  of  the  nation,  gave  a  temporary  Sanction  to 
the  preSent  taxes  and  levies,  which  were  to  continue  to 
be  levied  in  the  manner  they  had  hitherto  been,  only 
until  the  Separation  of  the  afTembly,  from  whatever 
caufe  that  might  happen/'  The  afTembly  proceeded  to 
declare,  "  that  as  foon  as,  in  concert  with  his  majefty,  it 
mould  be  able  to  fix  and  determine  the  principles  of 
national  regeneration,  it  would  take  into  formal  confe- 
deration the  national  debt,  placing  from  the  prefent  mo- 
ment the  creditors  of  the  itate  under  the  Safeguard  of 
the  honour  and  faith  of  the  French  nation."  fheSe  de- 
crees conclude  with  a  refolution  to  inquire  into  the 
caufes  of  the  Scarcity  which  at  that  period  afflicted  the 
kingdom,  and  into  the  means  of  remedying  and  avert- 
ing that  calamity. 

The  firm  and  temperate  conduct  of  the  national  af- 
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fembly  awed  at  firft,  but  did  not  entirely  difconcert  the 
ariftoevatic  party,  which  atTiduoufly  employed  every  ar- 
tifice to  elude  the  blow  with  which  they  were  threaten- 
ed. The  chamber  of  the  clergy  had  been  engaged  for 
fomedays  in  difcuffmg  the  manner  in  which  they  mould 
verify  their  powers  y  and  a  number  of  cures  had,  du- 
ring the  difcuffion,  prefented  their  writs  or  titles  to  the 
afTembly,  and  returned  to  their  own  chamber  to  de- 
fend the  popular  caufe.  At  length,  on  the  19th  of 
June,  a  majority  of  that  body  voted  for  the  verification 
of  their  powers  in  common  with  the  national  affembly ; 
which  fo  much  alarmed  the  court  party,  that  it  is  confi- 
dently reported  that  M.  d'Efpremenil  propofed,  in  the 
chamber  of  the  nobles,  an  addrefs  to  the  king,  befeech- 
ing  him  to  diflolve  the  dates-general. 

The  court  was  then  at  Marly,  and  M.  Neckar,  enga- 
ged with  a  dying  filler,  left  the  king  expofed  to  every 
Jtratagem  that  was  fpread  for  him  by  the  unprincipled 
courtiers.  Repeated  councils  were  held,  the  refult  of 
which  could  not  be  verv  favourable  to  the  views  of  the 
people  :  at  lad  the  king  was  imprefied  with  the  necef- 
fity  of  commanding  the  advance  of  an  immenfe  military 
force  to  the  capital ;  and  both  the  object  and  the  con- 
fequences  feemed  to  countenance  the  opinion  that  the 
defigns  of  the  party  did  not  end  there. 

However  this  may  be,  the  friends  of  liberty  and  hu- 
manity cannot  fufficiently  regret  that  the  king,  from  the 
firft,  did  not  enter  upon  a  more  uniform  tenor  of  con- 
duct. The  wavering  politics  of  the  court  ferved  to  caft 
a  fufpicion  upon  all  its  defigns.  Either  the  king  mould 
at  firfl  have  refilled  the  convoking  of  the  ftates -general 
(which  however,  in  the  actual  circumftances  of  France, 
would,  poffibly,  not  have  prevented  a  rebellion),  or, 
from  the  moment  of  their  meeting,  he  mould  have  a* 
dopted  every  popular  meafure,  and  depended  upon  no- 
thing but  public  opinion  for  the  fupport  of  his  autho- 
rity. Among  thole  who  appeared  mod  forward  in  fa- 
vour of  liberty,  it  is  impoffible  that  many  profligate 
and  dangerous  characters  (hould  not  have  infinuated 
themfelves,  but  it  was  the  ill  conduit  of  the  court  only 
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which  enabled  them  to  put  in  execution  their  wicked 
defigns. 

On  Saturday  the  20th  of  June,  the  day  on  which  vhe 
clergy  were  to  unite  themfelves  to  the  national  affem- 
bly,  the  heralds  proclaimed  a  royal  fefiion  ;  and  a  de- 
tachment of  the  guards  furrounded  the  hall  of  the  ftates, 
in  order,  as  it  was  alledged,  that  it  might  be  properly 
prepared  for  the  reception  of  the  king.  The  prefident 
and  members  were  repulfed  from  the  door,  and  ac- 
quainted by  the  commanding  officer,  that  his  orders 
were  "  to  admit  no  perfon  into  the  hall  of  the  ftates- 
general."— "  And  I  proteit  againft  thefe  orders,"  re- 
plied the  prefident,  "  and  the  afTembly  ihall  take  cog- 
nizance of  them." 

Supported  as  they  perceived  themfelves  to  be  by  the 
voice  of  the  people,  the  afTembly  were  not  to  be  dif- 
couraged  by  this  puerile  expedient.  On  the  motion  of 
M.  Bailly,  they  immediately  adjourned  to  a  tennis-court 
fituated  in  the  flreet  of  old  Verfailles,  where,  in  the 
prefence  of  applauding  thoufands,  they  took  a  folemn 
oath,  "  never  to  feparate  till  the  conftitution  fhould  be 
completed." 

On  the  2 2d  another  proclamation  was  iffued,  inti- 
mating, that  the  royal  femon  was  deferred  till  the  fuc- 
ceeding  day ;  and  the  hall  of  the  flates-general  flili  re- 
mained clofed,  on  account  of  the  preparations.  The 
afTembly  wandered  from  place  to  place,  before  they 
could  find  a  roof  capacious  enough  to  fhelter  fo  confi- 
derable  a  body.  They  at  length  afTembled  in  the  church 
of  St.  Louis  \  and  the  majority  of  the  clergy,  amount- 
ing to  149,  afTembled  in  the  choir.  After  a  deputation 
to  arrange  the  ceremonials,  the  doors  of  the  choir  were 
thrown  open  ;  the  clergy  advanced  with  their  prefident 
the  archbifhop  of  Vienne  at  their  head,  and  the  depu- 
ties cordially  embraced  each  other.  The  fan&ity  of 
the  place  contributed  to  render  the  meeting  more  fo- 
lemn and  afleding,  and  the  plaudits  of  the  fpe&ators 
teftified  at  once  their  triumph  and  their  joy.  Two  no- 
bles of  Dauphine,  the  marquis  de  Biacon,  and  the  count 
d'Agoult,  attended  at  the  fame   time  to  prefent  their 
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powers  ;  the  reft  of  rhe  minority  of  the  firfl  order  Watt* 
ed  the  refult  of  the  royal  fefiion. 

The  events  which  had  taken  place  at  Verfailles,  and 
the  change  which  thev  announced  in  the  difpofitions  of 
the  government,  with  refpecl  to  the  national  aftemblv* 
excited  at  Paris  the  utmolt  confternation.  Nor  could 
a  letter  from  M.  Neckar  to  the  magiftrafes,  alluring 
them  that  no  fuch  meafure  was  intended  as  the  diflo- 
lution  of  the  flates-general,  entirely  allay  the  ferment. 
The  royal  feffion  took  place  on  the  23d.  It  was  at  once 
attended  with  all  that  is  awful,  and  all  that  is  magnifi- 
cent in  arbitrary  authority.  The  hall  was  furroundedf 
with  foldiers.  The  two  privileged  orders  were  feated  ; 
while  the  reprelentatives  of  the  people  were  left  with- 
out, expofed  for  more  than  an  hour  to  the  rain.  M. 
de  Mirabeau  urged  the  prefident  to  conducl  the  nation 
immediately  to  the  prefence  of  the  king,  or  to  demand 
at  leaft  that  the  gates  mould  be  opened  They  were  o- 
pened  at  length  to  the  deputies,  but  not  to  the  people, 
The  throne  was  raifed  upon  a  kind  of  ftage  or  platform 
at  the  bottom  of  the  hall  ;  on  the  right  the  clergy  were 
feated,  and  on  the  left  the  nobility  The  four  heralds, 
with  their  king  at  arms,  were  ftationed  in  the. middle; 
and  at  the  bottom  of  the  platform  was  4fc«bl$,  round 
which  the  minifters  were  feated  :  c\ne  chair  however, 
was  vacant,  which  ihould  have  been  occupied  by  M. 
Neckar  ;  nor  did  any  part  of  this  ill-conducted  bunnefs 
excite  more  general  difguft  than  the  abience  of  that  fa- 
vourite minider. 

The  fpeech  and  declaration  of  the  king  were  a  fin- 
gular  mixture  of  patriotifm  and  defpotic  authority.  lie 
ipoke  of  the  favours  which  he  conferred  upon  his  peo- 
ple; and  caufed  to  be  read  a  declaration  of  his  fove- 
reign  will,  as  if  the  legiflature  were  only  called  to  con-- 
fent  to  fuch  laws  as  ihould  be  propofed  by  the  execu- 
tive power,  without  being  competent  to  propofe  any 
themfelves.  He  fuggefted  a  plan  of  government,  in 
which  the  diftinclion  of  orders  was  to  be  preferved,  al- 
lowing them  however  occasionally  to  debate  in  com- 
mon, with  the   king's   approbation.     Not  a  word  was- 
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advanced  on  the  fubjecT  of  the  refoonfibility  of  mini* 

fters,  nor  on   the  participation  of  the  ftates-general  in 
the  legiflative  power.     The  odious  tyranny  of  lettresde 

bet  was  formally  announced  to  be  continued,  with 
only  a  few  modifications.  A  guarded  filence  was  ob- 
ferved  concerning  the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  and  the  per- 
nicious tax  of  lotteries.  In  line,  the  king  declared 
null  the  deliberations  and  refolves  of  the  17th,  and  or- 
dered the  deputies  immediately  to  feparate,  and  to  ap- 
pear before  him  oh  the  following  day. 

When  the  king  retired,  he  was  followed  by  all  the 
nobility,  and  by  a  part  of  the  clergy.  The  deputies  of 
the  commons  remained  motionlefs  on  the  benches,  and 
preferved  a  gloomy  filence.  The  marquis  de  Breze, 
grand-mader  of  the  ceremonies,  entered  tpe  Kail,  and 
addrefiing  hjmfelf  to  the  prendent,  "  You  know,  fir," 
laid  he,  "  the  intentions  of  the  king."  The  president 
anfwered  refpecffully,  that  the  aflembiy  was  not  cenfti- 
tuted  to  receive  orders  from  any  perfon  ;  but  tfie  fer- 
vid Mirabeau,  fifing  from  his  feat,  and  addrefiing  him- 
felf  to  M.  de  Breze,  replied,  ec  The  commons  of  France 
have  determined  to  debate.  We  have  heard  the  in- 
tentions, which  have  been  fuggelled  by  the  king  ;  and 
you,  who  cannot  be  his  agent  at  the  ftates-general,  you, 
who  have  here  neither  feat,  nor  voice,  nor  a  right  to 
fpeak,  are  not  the  perfon  to  remind  us  of  his  fpeech. 
Go  tell  your  mailer,  that  we  are  here  by  the  power  of 
the  people,  and  that  nothing  (hall  expel  us  but  the  bay- 
onet." The  ehtfrufiafm  of  the  aflembiy  feconded  that 
of  the  orator,  and  with  one  unanimous  voice  they  de- 
clared that  fu'ch"  was  their  determination. 

The  grand-mafter  retired,  and  a  profound  filence 
pervaded  the  hall.  It  was  at  length  broken  by  M.  Ca- 
mus, who  declaimed  againf!  the  royal  feffion,  which 
he  itigmatized  bv  the  contemptuous  appellation  of  a 
bed  of  jiijiice,  and  propofed  a  refolution  declaratory  of 
the  aflembly's  adherence  to  their  former  decrees,  which 
he  aflerted  no  power  could  annul.  He  was  warmly 
fupported  by  Meffrs.  Barnave,  Glaizen,  Pethion,  the 
abbe  Gregoire,  and  many  others.     The   abbe  Sieyes 

Vol.  I.  H 


62  HISTORY  Of  THE 

only  obferved,  w  Gentlemen,  you  are  the  fame  to-day, 
"that  you  were  before."  The  motion  of  M.  Camus  was 
unanimoufly  decreed  ;  and  was  followed  by  another  ? 
which  pronounced  "  the  perfons  of  the  deputies  in- 
violable." 

M.  Neckar  had  feveral  times  folicited  his  difmiffion, 
but  was  conftantly  refufed  by  the  king.  When  his; 
majefty  returned  from  the  royal  fellion,  he  was  follow- 
ed by  a  crowd  of  more  than  fix  thoufand  citizens,  and 
the  public  difcontent  was  manifefted  by  murmurs  and 
exclamations-.  The  majority  of  the  members  of  the  af- 
fembly  waited  on  M.  Neckar,  and  conjured  him  to  con- 
tinue faithful  to  the  nation  and  the  king,  and  to  remain. 
in  the  miniftry.  The  confternation  however  became 
general,  when,  at  fix  in  the  evening,  the  queen  fent 
for  the  director  general  of  the  finances,  and  through 
her  apartments  introduced  him  to  the  royal  clofet.  At 
about  half  pafl  fix  the  minifter  came  out  of  the  palace 
on  foot  by  a  private  door ;  but  as  foon  as  he  appeared, 
there  was  a  general  fhout  of  Vive  M.  Neckar  !  Some  of 
the  populace  proflrated  themfelves  on  their  knees,  en- 
treating him  to  remain  with  them  as  their  father  and 
their  guide.  He  fatisfied  their  importunities,  by  afTur- 
ing  them,  that  he  would  not  abandon  them  ;  that  he 
had  pledged  himfelf  to  the  king,  and  was  refolved  to 
live  or  die  with  them. 

The  anembly  met  the  next  day,  and  were  joined  by 
the  majority  of  the  clergy  ;  and  on  the  25th,  forty-nine 
members  of  the  nobility,  with  the  duke  d* Orleans  a£ 
their  head,  made  their  appearance  in  the  afTembly. 
The  rector  of  the  univerfity  of  Paris,  and  the  prior  of 
Marmontiers,  came  the  fame  day  to  augment  the  num- 
ber of  the  patriotic  clergy.  In  the  mean  time,  the  dif-- 
fidents  among  the.  privileged  orders  continued  in  a  vio- 
lent ftate  of  agitation  ;  and  M.  d'Efpremenil  even  ac- 
£vSzd  the  deputies  of  the  tiers  e'tat  of  high  treafon. 
The  archbifhop  of  Paris,  prefled  by  his  connections  in- 
to the  fervice  of  a  party  which  in  his  heart  he  con- 
demned, pafled  at  this  period  for  one  of  the  chiefs  of 
the  ariilocratic  cabal ;  and  his  houfe  had  been  attacked 
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bv  a  furious  mob,  who,  however,  were  difperfed  with- 
out mifchief  by  a  detachment  of  the  guards.  On  the 
26th  he  was  introduced  to  the  afiembly  by  the  archbi- 
fhop  of  Bourdeaux.  Some  others  of  the  fuperior  cler- 
gy, and  the  count  de  Crecy,  took  their  feats  on  the 
fame  day  ;  and  even  in  the  chamber  of  the  nobles,  the 
union  was  again  deliberated  upon,  and  with  lefs  ani- 
raofity  than  before. 

In  the  midft  of  contending  factions,  which  occasion- 
ally fported  with  his  credulity  or  his  fears,  the  king 
ftiil  appeared  to  preferve  a  genuine  love  of  his  people, 
and  an  unviolated  regard  to  the  claims  of  humanity. 
He  felt  himfelf  unhappy  at  the  divifions  which  exifted, 
and  determined  to  end  them  if  poffible  at  any  expence. 
In  a  private  converfation  with  the  duke  de  Luxem- 
bourg, prefident  of  the  chamber  of  nobles,  he  is  faid  to 
have  urged  his  wiffies  for  a  union  of  the  orders.  He 
was  anfwered'  by  that  nobleman,  That  the  order  to 
which  he  belonged  were  not  contending  for  themfelves, 
but  for  the  crown — he  reprefented  that  the  nobility 
was  the  only  body,  en  which  his  majefly  could  depend 
to  defeat  the  exorbitant  claims  of  the  people — that 
while  the  flates-general  continued  divided,  the  royal 
authority  was  fafe  ;  but  whenever  the  day  mould  arrive 
that  the  Hates  mould  vote  by  numbers  only,  from  that 
moment  the  monarch  was  at  their  mercy. — "  I  conjure 
your  majefty/J  continued  the  duke,  "  to  condefcend 
to  reflect  upon  what  I  have  the  honour  to  {late." — "M. 
de  Luxembourg,"  replied  the  king  with  firmnefs,  "  I 
have  reflected,  I  am  determined  upon  any  facrifice  ; 
nor  will  I  that  a  fingle  man  Jofe  his  life  in  my  caufe." 
In  confequence  of  this  determination,  the  king  on  the 
27th  fent  a  preffing  letter  to  the  prefident  of  the  nobili- 
ty, and  to  the  minority  of  the  clergy,  entreating  the 
union  of  the  orders. — The  clergy  obeyed  without  hefi- 
tation  ;  but  it  was  not  till  after  a  very  warm  debate  that 
the  nobility  fubmitted  to  the  mandate  of  the  fovereign. 
At  the  firft  news  of  this  event,  VeiTaiiles  was  tranfport- 
ed  with  joy ;  the  people  ran  in  crowds  to  the  palace, 
and  demanded  the  king  and  queen.     Their  rnajeftieS 
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appeared  at  a  balcony,  and  the  atmofphere  re  echoed 
vlrhthQ  ihouts  of  Vive  le  rol !  Vive  la  reins  1  A  gene- 
ral  illumination  concluded  the  trumph  of  the  day. 

The  union  of  the  orders,  however,  iniiead  oi  termi- 
nating their  machinations,  ferved  but    to  increafe  the 
fecret  oppofition  of  thofe  who  were  likely  to  be  the  on- 
ly iufferers  by  a  reform  of  abufes  in  France  ;  the  court- 
iers and  favourites  who  battened  on  its  ruin.     The  dif« 
folution  of  the  affembly  was  now  the  only  means  which 
could  reftore  to  power  thefe  harpies  of  theilate;  and 
there  is  no  caufe  to  doubt  that  this  was  at  leaft  their  iirit 
objecl.     Whether  the  king  was  acquainted  or  not  with 
the  project  is  uncertain,  but  probably  he  was  not.     His 
fears  and  his  paffions  were  doubtlefs  excited  by  the  art- 
ful circle  that   iurrounded  him  ;  every  intemperate  ex- 
predion  that  efcaped  in    the   aiTembly  was  affiduouily 
conveyed  to   his  ears,  and  its   object  even  magnified. 
The  turbulence  of  the  metropolis  was  made  an  excufe 
for   befieging  it   with  mercenary  armies.     Thirty-five 
thoufand    men  had  been  gradually  collected  from  the 
extremities  of  the  kingdom,  and  ftationed  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Paris  and  Versailles.     Camps  were  traced 
out  for  a  ftill  greater  force  ;  the  lines  of  fortification 
were  already  drawn  upon  every  eminence  \  and  almoffc 
every  poft  was  occupied,    which   commanded  the  city, 
or  the  roads  which  communicated  with  it.     Thefe  ar- 
rangements were  made  under  the  infpeclion  and  autho- 
rity of  marina!    Broglio,  an  approved  commander,  a 
man  habituated  from  his  youth  to  the  iubordination  of 
a  military  life,  and  generally  fuppofed  to  be  complete* 
ly  devoted  to  the  party  of  the  court. 

It  jnuft  be  remarked,  however,  that  if  xho.  enemies 
of  the  popular  caufe  were  thus  active,  its  friends  ;  what- 
ever-might be  their  motives,  whether  felfifh  or  patri- 
otic) were  not  deficient  in  vigilance  and  forefight.  A 
jyft  apprehenfion  of  what  might  happen,  had  certainly 
induced  them  to  infert  in  the  cahiers,  or  inftruclions 
of  the  tiers  etat,  a  claufe  infilling  that  the  pay  Oi  the 
foldiers  mould  be  increafed  ;  and  on  the  fame  ground 
there  is  reafon  to  credit  the  reports  of  the  ariflocratie 
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•writers,  the  democrats  had  taken  every  means  to  ingra* 
liate  themfelves  with  the  foldiery,  and  to  perfuade  them 
that  in  that  capacity  they  did  not  ceafe  to  be  citizens ; 
but  that,  on  the  contrary,  it  was  degrading  and  dif- 
fconourable  to  them  to  be  confidered  as  mere  automa- 
tons, as  paffive  inftruments  in  the  hands  of  power. 
Among  the  active  apojiles  of  liberty  ^  as  they  are  termed, 
who  preached  with  fuch  fuccefs  to  the  military,  the 
marquis  de  Valadi,  formerly  an  officer  in  the  Freneh 
guards,  is  particularly  noted.  It  was  indeed  abfurd  to 
fuppofe,  that  amidft  the  general  fpread  of  information, 
the  foldiery  mould  either  want  means  of  acquiring  it,  or 
be  callous  to  its  influence.  So  early,  therefore,  as  the 
23d  of  June,  two  companies  of  the  grenadier  guards 
had  refufed  to  fire  upon  the  populace  in  fome  trifling 
)  lot.  For  this  and  other  fymptoms  of  difobedience  the 
troops  were  confined  to  their  barracks  ;  but  on  the  25th 
and  26th  they  were  feen  by  hundreds  entering  into  the 
Palais  Royal,  the  theatre  of  popular  politics,  and  join- 
ing with  the  crowd  in  fhouting  Vive  le  tiers  elai !  In 
the  fame  manner  all  the  military  that  entered  Paris 
were  conducted  to  the  Palais  Royal  ;  they  were  loaded 
with  favours  and  carefles  by  the  populace,  and  heard 
with  an  attentive  ear  the  declamations  againft  the  bafe- 
nefs  of  imbruing  their  hands  in  the  blood  of  their  fel- 
low-citizens,  and  againft  the  flavery  of  their  prefent 
condition.  The  foldiers,  melted  into  tendernels,  ex- 
claimed with  ardour,  Vi-ve  la  Nation  !  and  returned  to 
their  camp  to  extend  the  conquefts  of  democracy.  An 
incident  happened  on  the  30th  of  June,  which,  while 
if  evinced  the  difpofitions  of  the  nation  and  the  foldiery, 
was  probably  not  without  its  effects  in  attaching  ftilL 
more  flrongly  the  army  to  the  people.  About  feven 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  a  letter  was  brought  to  a  coffee- 
houfe  adjacent  to  the  Palais  Royal,  intimating  that 
eleven  of  the  French  guards  were  at  that  moment  confi- 
ned in  the  prifons  of  the  abbey  St.  Germain,  for  having 
refufed  to  fire  on  their  fellow-citizens  ;  and  that  the 
fame  night  they  were  to  be  transferred  to  the  dungeons 
pf  tks  Bicetre,  a  place  deftined  for  the  vilefl  mifcreants. 
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Their  caufe  was  prefently  confidered  as  the  caufe  of  the 
public  ;  a  mob  was  almoft  inftantly  collected,  the  prifon 
was  forced,  and  the  dragoons  and  huflars  which  were 
called  out  to  quell  the  riot  grounded  their  arms.  A 
foldier  who  had  been  committed  for  feme  other  crime, 
was  reconducted  to  prifon  by  the  populace,  who  de- 
clared that  they  would  only  take  under  their  protection 
thofe  who  were  the  victims  of  patriotifm. 

The  eleven  prifoners,  who  had  been  thus  taken  from 
the  abbey,  were  conducted  by  the  people  to  the  hotel 
de  Geneve,  where  they  were  kept,  as  they  expreffed  it, 
under  the  guard  of  the  nation,  while  a  deputation  of 
twenty  citizens  of  Paris  was  difpatched  to  the  national 
affembly  to  folicit  their  pardon.  After  feme  delibera- 
tion, in  which  it  was  doubted  whether  the  affembly 
ought  to  receive  a  deputation  from  perfons  not  appear- 
ing in  a  public  character,  a  decree  was  pafied,  recom- 
mending in  ftrong  terms  to  the  citizens,  a  ftricl  attenti- 
on to  peace  and  order,  and  promifing  to  apply  to  the 
king,  to  whofe  province  the  matter  in  queftion  entirely 
belonged,  in  favour  of  the  foldiers.  A  deputation 
from  the  affembly  accordingly  waited  on  his  majefty, 
who  declared  himfelf  much  fatisfled  with  the  decree  of 
the  aifembly,  and  granted  a  free  pardon  to  the  prifoners. 

In  the  mean  time,  Paris  was  not  only  threatened 
with  the  fword,  but  was  actually  vifitedwith  one  of  the 
fevereft  calamities  that  can  affed  a  country.  A  mofl 
alarming  fcarcity  pervaded  the  whole  kingdom  ;  but  it 
may  well  be  conceived  that  its  effects  were  moil  feverely 
felt  in  the  capital,  which  has  no  refources  of  its  own, 
and  in  which  the  accumulation  of  human  beings  mud 
neceffarily  increafe  the  mifery.  The  gates  of  the  aflem- 
bly were  furrounded  by  famifhing  multitudes,  befeech- 
ing  their  companion  and  affiftance.  A  committee  of 
fubfiflance  was  formed,  and  various  reports  were  receiv- 
ed— -prohibitions  were  iffued  againft  the  exportation  of 
oorn,  and  a  fubfcription  was  opened  in  Paris  for  the 
relief  of  the  poor. 

Under  the  prcffure  of  fuch  a  calamity,  it  may  well 
be  furpofed  that  the  people  were  not  in  the  moll  tran- 
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quil  (late.  The  general  exclamation  was  for  bread  ; 
and  unfortunately  the  unfettled  flate  of  the  metropolis 
afforded  a  daily  excufe  for  the  augmentation  of  the  mi- 
litary in  its  neighbourhood,  at  a  time  when  their  pre- 
fence  ferved  but  to  increafe  the  general  diflrefs.  The 
jealouiy  of  the  afTembly  was  awakened  farther,  by  ob- 
ferving,  that  for  this  fervice  foreigners  were  preferred 
to  the  native  troops  ;  and  that  more  foldiers  were  af- 
fembled  round  the  hall  of  the  Mates-general  itfelf,  than 
would  have  fufflced  to  repel  a  foreign  invafion.  On 
the  ioth  of  July  a  fpirited  remonftrance  to  the  king 
was  propofed  by  the  count  de  Mirabeau,  and  enforced 
by  that  commanding  eloquence,  of  which  he  was  maf- 
ter. 

The  addrefs  itfelf  was  a  model  of  fine  compofition — » 
It  dated,  that  in  confequence  of  the  royal  invitation  to 
the  afTembly  to  give  his  m^jefty  fome  proofs  of  its  con- 
fidence, they  now  came  to  inform  him  of  the  alarms  at 
prefent  exifting,  though  not  among  themfelves — that 
they  came  not  to  folicit  his  protection,  for  they  enter- 
tained no  fears — that  in  a  recent  initance,  his  majefty 
had  feen  the  power  which  he  poffefTed  over  the  minds 
of  the  people — that  the  prifoners,  to  whom  the  populace 
had  given  liberty,  had  of  themfelves  refumed  their  fet- 
ters, and  a  fmgle  word  from  the  mouth  of  the  king  had 
reflored  the  public  tranquility — that  fuch  a  fway  was 
the  only  one  which  could  now  be  exercifed  in  France — 
that  the  danger  from  the  affembiing  of  the  troops  did 
not  threaten  the  afTembly,  but  the  provinces,  the  capi- 
tal, which  might  be  jealous  for  their  reprefentatives — 
that  the  danger  was  for  the  troops  themfelves,  who 
might  be  alienated  from  authority  by  their  communi- 
cation with  the  metropolis — for  the  labours  of  the  af- 
fembly,  which  might  be  interrupted  by  popular  com- 
motions— and  for  the  king  himfeif.  It  concluded  with 
expreffing  their  own  firmnefs,  and  befeeching  his  ma- 
jefty to  remove  the  troops,  fince  a  monarch  adored  by 
twenty-five  millions  of  fubjecls  could  not  poffibly  ftand 
in  need  of  foreign  fupport. 
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The  king's  anfwer  was  cold  and  unsatisfactory,  Rj 
^Hedged  that  the  tumultuous  conduct  of  the  metropolis 
-was  the  reafon  for  having  furrounded  it  with  troops — - 
■difclaimed  every  idea  of  interrupting  the  freedom  of 
the  affembly's  deliberations — but  added,  that  if  the  pre- 
fence  of  the  troops  gave  umbrage,  he  was  ready,  at  the 
requeft  of  the  aflembly,  to  transfer  the  itates-general  to 
Koyon  or  Soiflbns,  and  to  repair  himfelf  to  Compiegue 
jn  order  to  maintain  the  ne'ceffary  communication  with 
the  aflembly.  This  anfwer  was  applauded  by  fome  of 
the  members ;  but  its  defign  could  not  efcape  the  pe- 
netration of  Mirabeau,  who  m  a  fhort  fpeech  detected 
its  fallacy.  cc  The  anfwer  of  the  king/*  faid  he,  "  is 
a  direct  refufal  to  our  requisition — we  will  remove  nei- 
ther to  Noyon  nor  to  Soiflbns— we  will  not  place  our- 
feives  between  two  hoftiie  armies,  that  which  is  befleg- 
Ing  Paris,  and  that  which  may  fall  upon  us  from  Flan- 
ders  and  Alfaee — we  have  not  afked  permiffion  to  ruri 
away  from  the  troops ;  we  have  deflred  that  the  troops" 
fhould  be  removed  from  the  capital." 

It  is  unfortunate  for  the  memory  of  the  late  mo- 
narch,  that  no  authentic  documents  have  been  produced 
to  explain  what  were  at  this  period  the  actual  deMgns 
of  the  court.  The  democratic  writers  affirm,  that  a 
plan  was  actually  concerted  for  the  diiTolution  of  the 
aflembly,  and  the  full  refumption  of  defpotic  authority; 
They  allert,  that  the  night  of  the  14th  or  15th  of  July 
■was  fixed  upon  for  the  attack  of  the  metropolis,  which 
was  already  befieged  by  fifty  thoufand  men,  and  one 
hundred  pieces  of  cannon.  They  defcribe  the  arrange- 
ment which  was  planned  for  the  affault ;  and  fome  of 
them  add,  that  not  only  the  diflblution  of  the  affeib- 
bly,  but  a  dreadful  and  fanguinary  execution  of  its  molt 
diltinguiihed  members  was  to  fucceed.  However  little" 
■we  may  be  difpofed  to  credit  this  itatement,  the  leaff. 
we  can  believe  is,  that,  agreeably  to  the  declaration  in 
the  royal  feflion  of  the  23d  of  June,  the  authority,  if 
not  the  very  phantom,  of  the  ibtes-generai  was  to  be 
annihilated  ;  and  that  fomething  evil  was  intended,  was 
molt  evident  from  the  difmilnon   of  M.  Neckar,  which 
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prernitu>rely  took  place  on  the  i  ith  of  July.  He  was 
at  dinner  when  the  letter  of  the  king,  ordering  him  to 
't  the  kin:?; Join  in  twenty-four  hours,  was  brought 
Jlim  by  the  count  de.la  Luzerne.  Without  appear! 
in  the  lead  concerned,  he  had  the  prefence  of  mind  to 
tell  the  count,  as  he  went  out  of  the  room,  "  We  (hall 
meet  again  at  the  council  ;"  and  continued  to  converfe 
with  the  arehbifhop  of  Bourdeaux  and  the  refl  of  the 
company  that  were  dining  with  him,  as  if  nothing  had 
happened.  About  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  he  com- 
plained of  a  pain  in  his  head,  and  ahked  madame  Neckar, 
if  ihe  would  accompany  him  in  an  airing.  He  was  not 
more  than  a  league  from  Verfailies,  when  he  defired 
the  coachman  to  drive  on  more  quickly  to  St.  Ouen, 
his  country  houie.  He  paffed  the  night  there,  and  pre- 
pared for  the  journey ;  and  this  was  the  firfl  opportu- 
nity he  had  of  acquainting  his  daughter  the  baronefs 
de  Stael  with  the  event,  though  me  was  prefent  when 
he  received  the  order  of  the  king  to  quit  the  country 
■like  a  criminal.  He  took  the  road  to  Bruflels,  as  the 
nearer!  frontier  ;  and  carried  with  him,  fays  M.  Ra- 
baut,    the  confidence  of  the  nation. 

The  new  arrangements  in  the  miniflry  were  the  mar- 
mai  Broglio,  minilier  of  war ;  the  baron  de  Breteuil, 
president  of  finance  ;  M.  de  la  Galeziere,  comptroller- 
general ;  M.  de  la  Porte,  irtfendant  of  the. war  depart- 
ment ;  and  M.  Foulon,  intendant  of  the  navy. 

It  is  impouToIe  to  defcribe  the  confternation  which 
pervaded  the  whole  city  of  Paris  on  ih&  receipt  of  this 
afflicting  intelligence.  The  perfon,  who  firfl:  reported 
it  at  the  hotel  de  Ville,  was  confidered  as  a  lunatic,  and. 
with  difficulty  efcaped  fome  harm  treatment.  It  v/as 
no  iooner  confirmed,  than  the  (hops  and  places  of  pub- 
He  araufement  were  all  (hut  up.  A  body  of  citizens 
ran  to  the  warehoufe  of  a  ftatuary,  and  having  procu- 
red the  bulls  of  M.  Neckar  and  the  duke  d'Orleans, 
dreiTed  them  in  mourning:,  and  carried  t/j  em  about  the 
itreets.     In  their  p.-  s  they  were  flopped  by  a  Ger- 

man re  T'^nent,  the  royal    Allemand,    w/?en    the    bufls 
were  broken  by  the  foidiers  ;  one  man  (.oft  his  life,  and 
Vol.  I.  I 
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others  of  the  populace  were  wounded.  The  army  now 
came  forward  in  force,  with  the  prince  de  Lambefq, 
grand  ecuyer  of  France,  at  their  head,  who  was  order- 
ed to  take  poll  at  the  Tuilleries.  Ir.ita  el,  perhips* 
at  the  Ipirit  of  re fi (lance  which  he  obterved  in  the  citi- 
zens, he  imprudently  wounded  with  his  fabre  a  poor 
old  man  who  was  walking  peaceably  in  the  gardens. 
The  French  have  a  remarkable  refpecl  for  age,  and  this 
wanton  outrage  proved  the  fignai  of  revolt ;  an  inftan- 
taneous  alarm  was  fpread  through  the  city,  and  the  cry 
of  To  arms  refounded  in  every  quarter.  I  he  Germans 
were  vigoroufly  attacked  by  the  populace  who  were 
joined  by  the  French  guards,  and,  overpowered  by 
numbers,  were  obliged  to  retreat.  From  that  moment 
the  guards  took  leave  of  their  officers,  they  fet  fire  to 
their  feveral  barracks,  and  formed  themfelves  into  com- 
panies with  the  citizens,  to  patrol  the  ftreets,  and  pre- 
ierve,  if  pcflible,  the  public  tranquillity. 

The  citizens  of  Paris  at  this  moment  beheld  them- 
felves in  a  moft  alarming  and  critical  fuuation.  Whe- 
ther true  or  not,  the  reports  of  the  intended  attack  up- 
on the  city  were  univerfally  credited ;  and  the  myfte- 
rious  and  impolitic  proceedings  of  the  court  gave  coun- 
tenance, it  mult  be  confefTed,  to  every  fufpicion.  On 
the  other  hand,  troops  of  banditti,  the  pells  of  a  popu- 
lous city,  fuch  as  are  ever  ready  to  take  advantage  of 
public  commotion,  were  beginning  to  colled  ;  and,  ei- 
ther from  thefe  on  the  one  hand,  or  the  foreign  foldie- 
ry  on  the.other,  a  general  pillage  was  the  only  event 
that  could  be  expected.  Covered  by  the  darknefs  of 
the  night,  feveral  bands  of  ruffians  paraded  the  flreets, 
and  even  fet  fire  to  the  city  in  different  places  :  the  hor- 
rid filence  was  interrupted  only  by  confufed  (bouts,  and 
•occafional  difcharges  of  mufquetry.  In  this  difajtrous 
night,  fleep  only  fealed  the  eyes  of  infants;  they  alone 
repofed  in  peace,  while  their  anxious  parents  watched 
over  their  cradles. 

Verfailles  was  not  more  tranquil  ;  but  the  court  par- 
ty, abandoning  themfelves  to  an  indecent  joy,  concluded 
the  evening  of  the    12th  with  a  tumultuous  banquet. 
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The  women  of  the  court  mingled  with  the  foreign  fol- 
diers  in  lafcivious  dances  to  the  found  of  the  German 
mufio — their  triumph,  however,  was  not  of  long  dura- 
tion ;  a  falfe  report  of  100,000  armed  citizens  being  on 
the  road  to  Verfailles,  joined  to  their  miftruft  of  the 
national  troops,  gave  at  leaf!:  a  momentary  check  to 
their  extravagant  exultation. 

The  morning  of  the  13th  dlfplayed  at  Paris  a  mod 
affecting  fpe&acie  of  confufion  and  difmay  ;  a  band  of 
villains  had  already  pillaged  the  charitable  houfe  of  St. 
Lazare  ;  at  fix  o'clock  the  alarm  belis  founded  throueh- 
out  the  city,  and  the  terror  became  univerfal.  The  ci- 
tizens affembled  at  the  hotel  de  Ville,  and  no  alterna- 
tive appeared  for  the  protection  of  their  lives  and  pro- 
perty, but  that  of  embodying  themfelves,  and  forming 
a  regular  militia  for  the  defence  of  the  capital*,  bixty 
thoufand  citizens  were  foon  enrolled,  and  mar  mailed, 
under  different  commanders  :  the  French  guards  fpon- 
taneoufiy  offered  their  fervices,  and  were  diftributed 
among  the  different  companies.  The  (landards  of  the 
city  were  difplayed  ;  trenches  were  thrown  up,  and 
barricadoes  formed  in  different  parts  of  the  fuburbs. 
Regulations  were  next  eftablifhed  for  the  prefervation 
of  order,  and  a  permanent  council  or  committee,  to  fit 
night  and  day,  was  appointed.  At  about  half  pad  five 
in  the  afternoon  this  committee  difpatched  a  deputation 
to  acquaint  the  national  aflembly  with  the  occurrences 
which  had  taken  piace  at  Paris. 

The  aflembly  had  been  engaged,  from  the  day  when 
they  preiented  their  addrefs  to  the  king,  in  framing  a 
declaration  of  rights,  and  the  plan  of  a  conllitution ; 
and  even  in  the  midft  of  theft  alarms,  they  continued, 
without  intermiffion,  their  patriotic  labours.  In  the  dif- 
grace  of  M.  Neckar  they  law  their  own  ruin  determined; 
yet  proceeded  with  a  firmnefs  tempered  with  modera- 
tion, a  courage  ennobled  by  dignity,  which  reflects  on 


*  Such  was  at  leaft  the  public  pretext— the  democratic  party  had 
it  undoubtedly  in  view  by  this  arrangement  to  be  able  more  effectu- 
ally to  oppofe  the  foreign  foldiery. 
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their  conduct  immortal  honour.  In  their  debates  they 
carefully  drew  the  line,  and  dittinguifhed  between  tr 
prerogatives  and  functions  of  the  legiflative  and  thoiu 
of  the  executive  powers  ;  and  on  receiving  the  intelli- 
gence that  Paris  was  in  a  ftate  of  uproar  and  confufion, 
a  deputation  was  difpatched  to  the  king,  informing 
him  once  more  of  the  danger  which  threatened  the  Hate 
from  the  prefence  of  the  troops  that  inverted  the  metro- 
polis ;  entreating  in  the  moil  preffing  terms  their  re- 
moval ;  and  offering  to  opppfe  their  own  perfons  to 
the  impending  florin,  and  to  proceed  immediately  to 
Paris  to  aflift,  by  their  perfuafion  and  authority,  in  the 
re-eiial  lifnment  of  order  and  peace.  The  king  remain- 
ed immoveable  in  his  determination  ;  he  replied,  "  that 
he  was  the  only  jll^ge  pf  tne  neceffity  of  removing  the 
troops  ;  that  the  prefence  of  the  deputies  could  be  of 
no  fervice  in  Paris  ;  on  the  contrary,  they  were  neeef- 
•fary  at  Veriailks,  to  profecute  there  thofe  important 
labours  which  he  mould  continue  to  recommend/' 

It  is  evident  that  theanfwer  of  the  king  could  not  by 
any  means  be  agreeable  to  the  alTembly.  It  was  there- 
fore no  fooner  communicated  than  the  marquis  de  la 
Payette  demanded  an  immediate  declaration  of  the  re- 
fponfibility  of  rninifters,  and  the  affembly  unanimoufy 
refoived : 

"  That  M.  Neckar  and  the  reft  of  the  late  miniflry 
carried  with  them  the  confidence  and  the  regret  of  the 
aflemblv  ;  that  they  would  not  ceafe  to  infift  on  the  re- 
moval  of  the  troops  ;  that  no  intermediate  power  can 
exift  between  the  king  and  the  representatives  of  the 
nation  ;  that  the  rninifters  and  agents  of  authority  civil 
and  military  are  refponfible  to  the  people  for  their  con- 
Ltcl  ;  that  the  preient  rninifters  and  cpunfellprs  of  his 
majefly  were  peripnally  refponfible  for  the  impendin  r 
calamities,  and  all  thole  which  might  be  the  eonfequen 
v  :js  of  their  advice  ;  that  the  affembly  having  placed 
the  public  debts  under  the  fafeguard  of  the  honour  and 
loyalty  of  the  French  nation,  no  power  has  a  right  even 
•  d  pronounce  the  infamous  word  bankruptcy  ;  that  they 
perfifted  in  ail  their  former  decrees  j    and  that  tj 
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I    :  rates   fhould   be  prefented  to  the  king  and  the  late 
niftry,  and  committed  to  the  prefs." 

The  courage  of  the  Parifians  was  anfwerable  to  the 
s  of  the  national  aifembly.  By  the  acceffion  of 
fhe  French,  guards,  they  had  obtained  a  fupply  of  arms 
d  ammunition,  and  a  confiderabie  train  of  artillery ; 
the  (hops  of  the  armourers  were  ranfacked  for  wea- 
pons, and  the  foldier-citizens  were  even  trained  to  fome 
pearance  of  discipline.  The  night  of  the  13th  paflfed 
without  any  event  of  confequence  :  the  morning  dis- 
covered that,  taking  advantage  of  the  darknefs,  the 
troops  encamped  in  the  Champs  Elyfees  had  moved  off. 
-  he  people,  however,  were  ignorant  of  the  caufes  of 
this  removal,  and  an  immediate  attack  was  expected. 
The  national  guard,  for  that  was  the  name  which  the 
mixed  band  of  foldiers  and  citizens  now  affumed,  a- 
mounted  to  the  number  of  150,000  men;  but  the  ma- 
jority were  ftill  without  arms.  The  marquis  de  la  Salle 
was  named  commander  in  chief;  the  green  cockade, 
„which  they  had  at  firlt  adopted,  was  changed  for  the 
i  ice  famous  national  colours,  red,  blue,  and  white  ; 
the  new  army  was  now  more  regularly  officered  ;  and 
yarious  deputations  were  difpatched  in  quell  of  arms 
and  implements  of  war.  M.  de  FleiTelles,  the  prevot 
des  marchands  (or  mayor),  made  many  promifes  011 
this  fubject ;  but  they  all  proved,  like  every  part  of  his 
conducl,  delufive. 

In  the  courfe  01  their  inquiries   after  anus,  a  party 
of  more  than  30,000,  conducted  by  M.  Ethis  de  Corny, 
repaired  to   the  Hotel  des  Invalides.     M,  Sombreuil, 
the  governor,   had  received  orders  fo  early  as  on  Sun- 
day the  12th  to  hold  himfelf  in  readinefs  for  an  attack. 
and  his  men  had  remained  during  the  whole  of  Mon- 
day under   arms,    and  on  the  morning  of  Tuefday  he 
permitted  them  to  take  a  few  hours  reft.     At  this  mo- 
ment M.  de  Corny  arrived  ;  and,  on  making  known  to 
the  governor  the  object    of  his  million,   he  was  anfwer- 
ed,  that  the  invalids  had  not  any  arms.     M.  Corny  was 
re-conducted  by  M.  Sombreuil  to  the  gate  ;  but  it  was 
r,o  fooner  orened  than  the  multitude  rulhed  in,  in  an 
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xrrefiftible  torrent,  and  in  a  few  minutes  ranfacked  every 
part  of  the  hotel.  More  than  30,000  mufkets,  and  twen- 
ty pieces  of  cannon,  were  the  fruit  of  this  expedition. 
On  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  Seine  a  flmilar  event  occur- 
red ;  there  another  party  attacked  the  garde-meuble  de  la 
couronne,  and  from  that  ancient  ftore  an  immenfe  num- 
ber of  weapons  of  different  kinds  were  procured. 

It  has  been  generally  believed  that  the  taking  of  the 
Baitille  was  the  preconcerted  effort  of  reviving  liberty  5 
but  this  was  really  not  the  cafe.     Some  of  the  moft  im- 
portant aclionr,  which  have  been  achieved  by   courage 
or  activity,  have  in  their  origin  been  directed  by  that 
imperceptible  chain   of  events  which   human  blindnefs 
terms  accident  or  chance.     Like  the  Hotel  des  Invalides, 
the  Baftille  had  from  the  firft  moment  of  the  alarms  in 
Paris  been  put  in  a   date  of  defence.     Fifteen  pieces  of 
cannon  were  mounted  on  the  towers ;  and  three  field- 
pieces,  loaded  with  grape  and  cafe  mot,  guarded  the  fir  ft 
gate,     An  immenfe  quantity  of  powder  and  military 
ftores  had  been  brought  from  the  arfenal,  and  distribu- 
ted to  the  different  corps ;  the  mortars  had  been  exer- 
cifed,  the  draw- bridge  and  gates  ftrengthened  and  re- 
paired ;  the  houfe  of  the  governor  himfelf  was  fortified, 
and  guarded  by  light  pieces  of  artillery.     The  fhortnefs 
of  the  time  had  not  permitted  him  to  be  equally  provi- 
dent in  laying  in  a  fumcient  ftore  of  provisions.     The 
forces  which  the  fortrefs  included  were  chiefly  foreign- 
ers.    On  the  morning  of  the  14th,  feveral  deputations 
had  waited  on  the  marquis  de  Launay,  the   governor, 
to  demand  arms  and  peace:  they  were  courteoufly   re- 
ceived  by  him,    and  he   gave  them  the  ftrongeft  arTu- 
rances   of   his   good  intentions.     Indeed  it  is  faid  that 
he  was  himfelf  averfe  to  hoflile  meafures,  had  he  not 
been  feduced  by  the   perfidious  counfels  of  the   fieur 
Louis  de  Flue,    commander  of   the  Swifs  guards,  by 
the  orders  of  the  baron  de  Bezenval,  and  by  the  pro- 
mises of  M.  de  Fleffelles.     The  Swifs  foldiers  had  even 
been  engaged  by  an  oath  to  fire  oh   the  invalids  who 
were  in  the  fortrefs,  if  they  reiuled  to  obey  the  gover- 
nor j  and  the  invalids   themfelves,  it  is  laid,  were  in- 
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toxicated  with  a  profufion  of    liquor  which   had  been 
diftributed  among  them. 

At    about  eleven  o'clock   in  the  morning,  M.  de  la 
Rofiere,  a  deputy   of  the    diihict    of  St.  Louis   de  la 
Culture,  waited  on  the  governor,  and  was  accompani- 
ed by   a  mixed   multitude  of  all  defcriptions.     He  en- 
tered alone  into   the   houfe   of  the  governor,  and  the 
people  remained  in   the   outer  court.     "  I  come,  fir," 
laid  the  deputy,  "  in  the  name  of  the  nation,  to  repre- 
fentto  you,  that  the  cannons  which  are  levelled  againfl 
the  city  from  the  towers   of  the   Bailille   have  excited 
the  mod  alarming   apprehenfions,  and  I   muft   entreat 
that  you  will  remove  them."     The   governor  replied, 
"  that  it  was  not  in  his   power  to  remove  the  guns,  as 
they    had  always  been  there,    without   an  order  from 
the  king ;   that  he  would,    however,    difmount  them, 
and  turn  them   out  of  the  embrafures."     The   deputy 
having  with  difficulty  obtained  leave  from  M.  de  Lofme, 
major  of  the  fortrefs,  to  enter  into  the  interior  court, 
fummoned  the  officers  and  foldiers  in  the  name  of  ho- 
nour and  their  country   to   alter  the   direction  of  the 
guns,  &c.  and  the  whole  of  them,  at  the  deiire  even 
of  the  governor,  engaged  themfelves  by  oath  to  make 
no    ufe    of   their    arms,    unlefs    attacked.      M.    de   la 
Rofiere,  after  having  afcended  one  of  the  towers  with 
M.  de  Launay,  went  out   of  the  cafile,  promifing   tx> 
engage  the  citizens  to  fend  a  part  of  the  national  guard 
to  do  the  duty  of  the  Ballille  in  conjunction  with  the 
troops. 

The  deputy  had  fcarcely  retired  before  a  number  of 
citizens  approached  the  gate,  and  demanded  arms  and 
ammunition.  As  the  majority  of  them  were  unarmed, 
and  announced  no  hoftile  intention,  M.  de  Launay 
made  no  difficulty  of  receiving  them,  and  lowered  the 
nrft  drawbridge  to  admit  them.  The  more  determined 
of  the  party  advanced  to  acquaint  him  with  the  object 
of  their  miflion  :  but  they  had  fcarcely  entered  the  nnl 
court,  than  the  bridge  was  drawn  up,  and  a  general 
diicharge  of  mufketry  deitroyed  the  greater  part  of  thefe 
unfortunate  people. 
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The  motives  cf  the  governor  for  this  apparent  act.  of 
perfidy  have  never  been  explained,  and  it  cannot  b~ 
futHcientiy  regretted  that  the  intemperate  vengeance  of 
the  populace  did  not  allow  him  to  enter  on  his  defence 
before  fome  impartial  court.  All,  therefore,  that  can 
be  faid  at  prefent  is,  that  its  immediate  effect  was  to 
raife  the  refentment  of  the  people  almoft  to  phrenfy. 
The  inftantaneous  determination  was  to  dorm  the  for- 
trefs,  and  the  execution  was  as  vigorous  as  the  refolii- 
tion  was  darinsr.  An  immenfe  multitude,  armed  with 
mufkets,  fabres,  &c.  rulhed  at  once  into  the  outer 
courts.  A  foldier  of  the  name  of  Tournay  climbed 
over  the  corps-de-garde,  and  leaped  alone  into  the  in- 
terior court  After  fearching  in  vain  for  the  keys  of 
the  drawbridges  in  the  corps-de  garde,  he  called  out 
for  a  hatchet ;  he  foon  broke  the  locks  and  the  bolts ; 
and  being  feconded  by  the  efforts  of  the  people  on  the 
other  fid®,  the  two  drawbridges  were  immediately 
lowered.  The  people  lofc  no  time  in  making  good 
their  ftation,  where  for  more  than  an  hour  they 
fudained  a  mofc  fevere  fire  from  the  garrifon,  and 
anfwered  it  with  equal  vigour. 

During  the  conteil,  feveral  deputations  from  the 
Hotel  de  Ville  appeared  before  the  walls  with  flags  of 
truce,  intending  to  perfuade  the  befieged  to  a  peaceful 
furrender :  but  either  they  were  not  discovered  amid'': 
the  general  confufion,  or,  what  is  more  probable,  Mi 
de  Lau-nay  defpaired  of  finding  mercy  at  the  hands  of 
the  populace,  and  dill  flattered  himfelf  with  fomedelu- 
five  hope  of  deliverance.  The  guards,-  who  now  ael:ed 
openly  with  the  people,  proved  of  eflential  fetVieS  j 
and,  by  the  advice  of  fome  of  the  veterans  of  this 
corns,  three  waggons  loaded  with  draw  were  fet  on 
fire  under  the  walls,  the  fnroke  of  which  interrupted 
the  view,  and  confeqtiently  intercepted  the  aim  of  the 
befieged ;  while  the  arTailants-,  being  at  a  greater 
didance,  were  able  to  direct  their  fire  to  the  battle- 
ments with  an  unerring  aim.  In  the  mean  time  the 
arfenal  was  fiormed,  and  a  nidft  dreadful  havock  was 
prevented  there  by  the    pi .         :e  v.nd  courage  of  M, 
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Humbert,  who  fjrft  mounted  the  towers  of  the  Baftille  : 
a  hair-dreuer  was  in  the  very  aft  of  fetting  fire  to  the 
magazine  of  powder,  when  iVl.  Humbert,  whofe  notice 
was  attracted  by  the  cries  of  a  woman,  knocked  the 
defperado  down  with  the  butt  end  of  his  mufket  ;  next, 
inftantly  feizing  a  barrel  of  falt-petre  which  had  already 
caught  fire,  and  turning  it  uplide  down,  he  was  happy 
enough  to  extinguish  it. 

Nothing  could  equal  the  ardour  and  fpirit  of  the  bc- 
fiegers  :  an  immenfe  crowd,  as  if  unconfcious  of  dan- 
ger, filled  the  courts  of  the  fortrefs  in  fpite  of  the  un- 
remitted fire  of  the  garrifon,  and  even  approached  fo 
near  the  towers,  that  M.  de  Launay  himfelf  frequently 
rolled  large  maifes  of  (lone  from  the  platform  upon 
their  heads.  Within,  all  was  confuiion  and  terror ; 
the  officers  themfeives  ferved  at  the  guns,  and  difcharged 
their  firelocks  in  the  ranks.  But  when  the  governor 
faw  the  affailants  take  pofleflion  of  the  firft  bridge,  and 
draw  up  their  cannon  againft  the  fecond,  his  courage 
then  was  changed  into  defpair,  and  even  his  under- 
flanding  appeared  to  be  deranged.  He  rafhly  fought 
to  bury  himfelf  under  the  enormous  mafs,  which  he 
had  in  vain  attempted  to  defend.  While  a  turnkey 
was  engaged  in  diflributing  wine  to  the  foldiers,  he 
caught  the  match  from  one  of  the  pieces  of  cannon, 
and  ran  to  the  magazine  with  an  intention  to  fet  it  on 
fire  :  but  a  fubaltern  of  the  name  of  Ferrand  repulfed 
him  with  his  bayonet.  He  then  went  down  to  the  tour 
de  la  liberre,  where  he  had  depofited  a  quantity  of  pow- 
der :  but  here  aifo  he  was  oppofed  by  the  fieur  Beguard 
another  fubaltern  officer,  who  thus  prevented  an  act  of 
infanity  which  mud  have  deftroyed  thoufands  of  citizens, 
and  with  the  Baftille  would  have  infallibly  blown  up 
all  the  adjacent  buildings,  and  a  connderable  part  of  the 
luburb  of  St  .  Antoine.  De  Launay  at  length  propofed 
ferioufly  to  the  garrifon  to  blow  up  the  fortrefs,  as  it 
was  imponible  they  could  hope  for  mercy  from  the  mob. 
But  he  was  anfwered  by  the  foldiers,  that  they  would 
rather  perifh  than  defrroy  in  this  invidious  manner  fuch 
a  number  of  their  fellow  citizens.     He  then  hung  out 
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a  white  flag,  intimating  his  defire  to  capitulate  ;  and  a 
Swifs  officer  would  have  addreffed  the  affailants  through 
one  oi  the  loop-holes  of  the  drawbridge  ;  but  the  hour 
was  pad,  and  the  exafperated  populace  would  attend  to 
no  offer  of  capitulation.     Through  the  fame  opening 
he  next  difplayed  a  paper,  which  the  diltance  prevent- 
ed the  befiegers   from  reading.     A  perfon  brought  a 
plank,  which  was  refied  on  the  parapet,  and  poifed  by 
a.  number  of   others.     The  brave  unknown  advanced 
upon  the  plank ;  but  juft  as  he  was  ready  to  feize  upon 
the  paper,  he  received  a  mufket  (hot,  and  fell  into  the 
ditch..     He  was  followed  by  a  young  man  of  the  name 
of  Maillard,  fon  to  an  officer  of  the  chatelet,  who  was 
fortunate  enough  to  reach  the  paper,  the  contents  of 
which  were— ?c  We    have    twenty    thoufand    pounds 
weight  of  gunpowder,  and  will  blow  up  the  garrifon 
and  all  its  environs,  if  you  do  not  accept  the  capitula- 
tion."— M.  Elie-,  an  officer  of  the  queen's  regiment, 
who  was  invefted  with  a  kind  of  fpontaneous  authority, 
was  for  agreeing  to  terms  ;  but  the  people  indignantly 
rejected  the  very  word  capitulation,  and    immediately 
drew  up  to  the  fpot  three  pieces  of  artillery. 

The  enemy  now  perceiving  that  the  great  bridge  was 
going  to  be  attacked,  let  down  the  fmall  drawbridge, 
which  was  to  the  left  of  the  entrance  into  the  fortrefs. 
MefTrs.Elie,  Hulin,  Maillard,  Reole,  Humbart,  Tournay, 
and  fome  others,  leaped  inftantiy  on  the  bridge,  and, 
fecuring  the  bolts,  proceeded  to  the  door.  In  the 
mean  time  the  French  guards,  preferving  their  habitu- 
al coolnefs  and  discipline,  formed  a  column  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  bridge,  to  prevent  the  citizens  from 
ruining  upon  it  in  too  great  numbers.  An  invalid 
came  to  open  the  gate  behind  the  drawbridge,  and  afk- 
ed  the  invaders  what  they  wanted?  "The  furrender  of  the 
Eafiiile,"  they  cried,  and  he  permitted  them  to  enter. 
The  conquerors  immediately  lowered  the  great  bridge, 
and  the  multitude  entered  without  refinance  -  the  in- 
valids were  ranged  to  the  right,  and  the  Swifs  on  the 
left  hand,  with  their  arms  piled  againfl  the  wall.  They 
took  off  their  hats,  clapped  their  hands,  and  cried  out 
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Bravo!  as  the  befiegers  entered.  The  firft  moments 
of  this  meeting  parTed  in  peace  and  reconciliation  :  but 
ioine  foldiers  on  the  platforms,  ignorant  of  thefurren- 
der,  unhappily  fired  upon  the  people ;  who  fufpecling 
a  fecond  a£t  of  perfidy,  fell  upon  the  invalids,  two  of 
whom,  the  unfortunate  Beguarcf,  who  had  prevented 
the  governor  from  blowing  up  the  Baftilie,  and  ano- 
ther equally  innocent,  were  dragged  to  the  Place  de 
Greve,  and  hanged*. 

The  fieurs  Maillard,  Cholat,  Arne,  and  fome  others, 
difpute  the  honour  of  having  nrft  feized  M.  de  Launay. 
He  was  not  in  an  uniform,,  but  in  a  plain  grey  frock  :  he 
had  a  cane  in  his  hand,  and  would  have  killed  himfelf 
with  the  ("word  that  it  contained,  but  the  grenadier 
Arne  wrefted  it  out  of  his  hand.  He  was  efcorted  by 
IVleiTrs.  Hulin,  Arne,  Legris,  Elie,  and  fome  others, 
and  every  effort  was  exerted  by  thefe  patriots  to  fave  his 
life,  but  in  vain  : — they  had  fcarcely  arrived  at  the 
Hotel  de  ViiLe  before  his  defenders  were  overpowered, 
and  even  wounded  by  the  enraged  populace,  and  he  fell 
under  a  thoufand  wounds.  M.  de  Lofme  Salbrai,  his 
major,  a  gentleman  diftinguifhed  for  his  virtues  and  his 
humanity,  was  alio  the  victim  of  the  popular  fury.  The 
marquis  de  Pelleport,  who  had  been  five  years  in  the 
BaftiUe,  and  during  that  time  had  been  treated  by  him 
with  particular  kindnefs,  interpofed  to  fave  him  at  the 
rifk  of  his  life,  but  was  (truck  down  by  a  hatch- 
et, and  M.  de  Lofme  was  inftantly  put  to  death.  The 
heads  of  the  governor  and  the  major  were  (truck  off, 
and  carried  on  pikes  through  the  ftreets  of  the  city.  The 
rage  of  the  populace  would  not  have  ended  here — the 
invalids  who  defended  the  fortrefs  would  all  have  been 

*  This  was  the  firft  inftance  of  that  rafn  and  fanguinary  fpirit 
which  has  ftnee  diferaced  the  French  nation  in  the  eves  of  all  Eu- 
rope.  It  is  a  lingular  fr.cl;,  that  the  French  have  as  yet  no  clear 
ideas  of  the  adminiftraiion  of  juftice.  Some  time  previous  to  the 
Revolution,  an  American  gentleman  who  refidcda:  Paris  in  a  public 
capacity,  obfervmg  the  rifing  fpirit  of  liberty  among  the  people,  re- 
marked, "  that  they  would  obtain  every  blefiing  of  a  free  govern- 
ment but  the  trial  by  ju>ji  for  that,"  added  he,  "they  are  not 
prepared." 
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facrificed,  had  not  the  humanity  of    the  French  guards 
interpofed,  and  infilled  on  their  pardon. 

The  keys  of  the  Railille  were  carried  to  M.  Briffot 
de  Warviile,  who  had  been  a  few  years  before  an  inha- 
bitant of  thefe  caverns  of  defpotifm  ;  and  a  guard  of 
three  thoufand  men  was  appointed  over  the  fort refs  till 
the  council  at  the  Hotel  de  Ville  mould  decree  its  de- 
molition. In  the  intoxication  of  fuccefs  the  prifoners 
were  forgotten ;  and  as  the  keys  had  been  carried  to 
Paris,  the  dungeons  were  forced  open— feven  prifoners 
only  were  found,  three  of  whom  had  loft  their  reafon, 
having  been  detained  there  as  Hate  prifoners  from  the 
reign  of  Louis  XV. 

Thus,  by  the  irrefrflible  enthufiaim  of  liberty,  in  a 
few  hours  was  reduced  that  fortrefs  which  mercenary 
armies  had  confidered  as  impregnable,  and  which  had 
been  in  vain  befieged  by  the  force  of  the  great  Conde 
for  upwards  of  three  weeks. 

•  The  fate  of  M.  de  Launay  involved  that  of  M.  de. 
Fleffelles,  the  prevot  des  marchands.  He  had  long 
been  fufpe&ed  of  a  defign  to  betray  the  people ;  and 
all  his  actions  indeed  apparently  tended  to  that  point. 
In  the  pocket  of  M.  de  Launay  a  letter  from  him  was 
laid  to  be  difcovered,  which  contained  thefe  remarka- 
ble words  —  "  I  will  amufe  the  Parifians  with  cockades 
and  promifes.  Keep  your  ftatron  till  the  evening — you 
mail  then  have  a  reinforcement:"  At  the  fight  of  this 
letter  the  unfortunate  de  Fleffelles  was  ilruck  dumb. 
A  voice  was  heard  in  the  hall— "  Eegone,  M.  de  Flef- 
felles, you  are  a  traitor."  "  I  fee,"  faid  he,  "  gen- 
tlemen, that  I  am  not  agreeable  to  you-  I  mall"  re- 
tire.3' -  Fie  battened  down  the  (lairs  ;  but  as  he  eroded 
the  Greve,  accompanied  by  a  number  of  perfons  to  de- 
fend him,  a  young  man,  who  had  waited  an  opportu- 
nity, fhot  him  with  a  piltol.  His  head  was  cut  oft, 
placed  on  a  pike,  and  carried  through  the  ftreets  along 
with  that  of  M.  de  Launay. 

A  tumultuous  night  fucceeded  this  wonderful  day  ; 
and  thefongs  of  joy  and  triumph  which  had  celebrated 
the  victory  of  the  people.,  were  converted  into  confufed 
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murmurs  expreffive  only  of  anxiety  and  alarm.  A  re- 
port was  fpread  that  the  troops  were  about  to  enter  the 
city  at  the  Barrier  d'Enfer :  thither  the  citizens  crowd- 
ed under  the  conduct  of  the  French  guards,  and  prece- 
ded by  a  train  of  artillery — the  body  of  troops,  howe- 
ver, that  appeared  in  that  quarter  were  difperfed  by  a 
iingle  volley.  The  alarm-bells  were  then  founded  ; 
barricadoes  were  formed  at  the  barriers ;  deep  holes 
were  dug  in  different  parts,  to  prevent  the  approach  of 
the  cavalry ;  the  tops  of  the  houfes  were  manned ;  a 
general  illumination  was  ordered  ;  and  the  filence  of 
the  night  was  interrupted  by  difcharges  of  artillery, 
and  by  the  warning  voice  of  the  patroles — ■"  Citizens, 
do  not  go  to  bed ;  take  care  of  your  lights  j  we  'muft 
fee  clearly  this  night." 

The  fir  ft  news  of  the  taking  of  the  Baftille  was  re- 
garded by  the  court  as  an  impofture  of  the  popular 
party*:  it  was,  however,  at  length  irrefiftibly  confirm- 

*  The  following  j  [atit  dialogue  on  this  occafion,  is  given  as 
genuine  in  the  entertal    .    s    letters  of  Mifs  Helen  Maria   Williams. 

i  he  minifter  was,  we  have  heard,  the  baron  de  Breteuil. 

*  A  French  gentleman,  remarkable  for  his  taciturnity  and  fang- 
froid,  things  that  feldom  enter  into  the  compofition  cf  a  Frenchman, 
had  occafion  to  go  from  Paris  to  Verfailles  on  that  morning,  in  or- 
der to  have  a  conference  with  the  minifter  upon  fome  private  buft- 
nefd.  He  found  two  of  the  minifters  together  ;  and  when  the  par- 
ticular objeci  of  his  vifit  was  difcuffed,  one  of  the  minifters  faid  to 
him  with  a  carelefs  air,  "  Well,  fir,  are  there  ftill  tumults  at  Paris  ?" 

ii  The  people  talk  of  going  to  the  garde-de-meubles/'  replied  the 
gentleman. 

•'The  gard-de-meubles  \"  repeated  the  minifter:  "  what,  the 
king's  garde-de-meubles  f" 

"  Yes,  and  they  have  already  been  at  the  Hotel  des  Invalides." 

"  And  for  what  purpofe  V  faid  the  minifter,  with  increafing 
furprife. 

"  They  feized  upon  all  the  arms/'  refumed  the  gentleman,  pre- 
ferving  his  fang-froid  ;  »?  and  if  a  man  has  two  fufees  he  gives  one  to 
his  neighbour." 

"  Well,"  faid  the  minifter,  fh rugging  up  his  moulders,  "and 
what  did  they  do  next  ?" 

"  Why,  I  believe/'  faid  the  gentleman,  "they  then  went  to  the 
diftria." 

"  The  diftrifl !"  exclaimed  the  minifter  ;  "  pray  what  is  the 
didi-idi" 
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ed.  The  firft  refolves  of  the  miniftry  are  faid  to  have 
been  defperate,  and  orders  were  hTued  to  the  comman- 
ders to  pufh  the  projected  movements  with  all  poflible 
vigour.  In  the  dead  of  the  night,  marfhal  Broglio  is 
faid  to  have  arrived  to  inform  them  that  it  was  impoffi- 
ble  to  obey  the  mandate  he  had  received  of  invefting 
the  hall  of  the  national  alfembly  with  a  train  of  artil- 
lery, as  the  foldiers  would  not  comply  with  his  orders. 
"  Prefs  then  the  fiege  of  Paris,"  was  the  anfwer.  The 
general  replied,  he  could  not  depend  on  the  army  for 
the  execution  of  that  project. 

The  king  was  the  only  perfon  in  the  palace  who  was 
kept  totally  ignorant  of  thefe  tranfaftions.  The  duke 
de  Iiancourt,  a  diftinguifhed  patriot,  who  was  then 
matter  of  the  wardrobe,  prevented  the  bloodfhed  which 
was  apprehended :  he  forced  his  way  in  the  middle  of 
the  night  into  the  king's  apartment,  informed  him  of 
every  circumflance,  and  announced  to  the  count  d'Ar- 
tois  that  a  price  was  fet  upon  his  head.  The  intelli- 
gence of  the  duke  was  fupported  by  the  authority  of 
Monfieur,  who  accompanied  him,  and  the  king  was 
immediately  convinced  that  he  had  been  deceived  by 
evil  counfels.  Early  the  next  morning  the  monarch 
appeared  in  the  alfembly,  but  without  the  pomp  and 
parade  of  defpotifm.  His  addrefs  was  affectionate  and 
conciliatory.  He  lamented  the  diiturbances  at  Paris ; 
difavowed  all  confcioufnefs  of  any  meditated  attack  on 

"  An  invention  of  yefterday,"  replied  the  gentleman  :  "  the 
people  have  alfo  another  invention  of  the  fame  date,  I  believe,  which 
they  call  a  permanent  committee,  and  they  have  now  got  cannon. " 

"Cannon!"  repeated  the  minifter :  "and  pray  what  do  they 
propofe  to  do  with  cannon  ?" 

"  Why,  they  talk  of  taking  the  Baftille." 

"  Very  good  .'—excellent  !"  faid  the  minifter,  burning  into  a  vi- 
olent fit  of  laughter :  "  this  is  really  a  pleafant  conceit  enough. 
And  pray  who  is  at  the  head  of  this  rabble  ?'* 

"  1  really  do  not  know,"  faid  the  gentleman,  coldly  ;  "  but  all 
the  people  in  Paris  feem  to  be  of  the  fame  mind." 

"  Well,"  faid  the  minifter,  turning  to  his  colleague,  "  I  think  wc 
had  better  not  mention  thefe  difagreeable  matters  to  the  king." 

Notwithftanding  this  precaution,  however,  the  king  a  ftvv  hours 
after  was  let  into  the  whole  fecret." 
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the  perfons  of  the  deputies  ;  and  added,  that  he  had  if- 
fued  orders  for  the  immediate  removal  of  the  troops 
from  the  vicinity  of  the  metropolis.  It  is  impoflible  to 
exprefs  the  feelings  of  the  aflembly  on  this  affecting  oc- 
casion. The  tear  of  fympathy  ftarted  into  almoft  every 
eye.  An  exprefhve  filence  firft  pervaded  the  aflembly, 
which  prefently  was  fucceeded  by  a  burft  of  applaufe  and 
acclamation.  The  king  rofe  to  return  to  the  palace  ; 
and  the  deputies,  by  a  fudden  impulfe,  formed  a  train 
of  loyalty,  in  which  all  diftin&ion  of  orders  was  forgot- 
ten, and  accompanied  him  to  the  royal  apartments. 
The  joy  became  general  throughout  Verfailles  j  the 
people  flocked  to  the  palace,  where  the  queen,  with 
the  dauphin  in  her  arms,  fhewed  herfelf  from  a  balco- 
ny. The  mufic  in  the  mean  time  played  the  pathetic 
air,  Ou  peuton  etre  ?nieux  qiCau  fein  defafam'dle,  which 
was  only  interrupted  by  fhouts  of  loyalty,  and  excla- 
mations of  joy.  On  their  return  to  the  hall,  the  aflem- 
bly appointed  a  deputation  to  convey  this  happy  intel- 
ligence to  the  metropolis. 
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CHAP.     III. 

State  of  Paris  after  the  capture  of  the  B  affile — Nomlng? 
iion  of  M.  M.  Bailly  and  La  Fayette  to  the  offices  of 
Mayor  of  Paris,  and  commander  in  chief  of  the  na- 
tional guard — Te  Deum  fung  at  Paris  in  celebration 
of  the  taking  of  the  Bajlille — M.  Neckar  recalled — 
The  king  vifiis  Paris — Difperjion  of  the  miniflry — - 
Murder  of  M.  M.  Foulon  and  Berthier— Revolt  in 
the  provinces — Affair  of  Quincey — Perfecution  of  the 
nobility — Private  correspondence  held  f acred — Trium- 
phant return  of  M.  Neckar — Unpopular  acl  of  the 
eieclors  of  Paris — Outrages  in  the  provinces- — Aboli- 
tion of  the  feudal  fyflem,  £sV. — Projected  loans — Ri- 
ot at  Paris — Organization  of  the  municipality  and  mi- 
litia of  the  metropolis — Debates  on  the  king's  veto—- 
On  the  permanence  of  the  legiflature — -On  two  cha?n- 
bers — New  fcheme  of  finance — Dreadful  infur  recti  on 
of  the '5th  of  Oclober — The  royal  family  remove  from 
V erf  allies  to  Paris. 

ARIS,  which  had  been  an  unhappy  fcene  of  com- 
motion, of  terror,  and  of  blood (hed,  from  the 
1 2th  of  July,  began  on  the  15th  to  aiTume  feme  appear- 
ance of  order  and  tranquillity.  The  livid  and  bloody 
heads  were  (till  carried  about  the  (Ireets  as  trophies  of  po- 
pular vengeance  :  but  on  the  morning  of  that  day  a  fenli- 
ble  citizen  perfuaded  the  multitude  to  liften  to  the 
voice  of  humanity,  and  they  were  thrown  into  the 
Seine.  The  electors  at  the  Hotel  de  Ville  laboured  in- 
cefTantly  in  the  organization  of  the  civil  eft  ablifhment, 
and  in  the  regulation  of  the  city  militia.  The  odious 
name  of  Prevot  was  abolifhed  ;  the  more  ancient  and 
honourable  appellation  of  Mayor  was  fubflituted  in  its 
place  ;  and  to  this  ofHce  M.  Bailly,  who  had  been  pre- 
scient of  the  tiers  etat,  was  called  by  the  unanimous 
voice  of  his  fellow  citizens. 

In  our  detail  of  the  late  proceedings  of  the  national 
ailembly,  we  omitted  to  notice,  that  the  due  d' Orleans, 
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having  been  elected  preficient  of  that  lx>dy,  had  decli- 
ned the  honour,  and  that  the  venerable  archbifhop  of 
Vienne  had  been  chofen  in  his  room.  During  the  la- 
borious feflioris  which  fucceeded  the  difgrace  of  M. 
Neckar,  however,  it  was  thought  that  his  age  and  infir- 
mities would  fcarcefy  allow  him  to  exercife  fo  difficult 
an  office  without  the  afiiftance  of  a  younger  perfon  5 
and  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette  was  unanimoufly  nomi- 
nated vice-prefident.  A  further  diftinclion  now  await- 
ed the  difciple  of  Wafhington ;  and  his  fervices  to  the 
ftate,  his  difinterefted  patriotifm,  and  his  abilities, 
pointed  him  out  to  the  citizens  as  the  on*/  man  fit  to 
be  entrufted  with  the  important  commiiTion  of  general 
and  commander  in  chief  of  the  national  guard. 

The  troops,  which  had  avTembied  on  the  Champ  de 
Mars,  had  decamped  during  the  night,  leaving  their 
tents  and  the  greater  part  of  their  baggage  behind  them  : 
but  a  fpectacle  ftill  more  interefting  to  the  citizens  foon 
prefenteu  itfelf : — -  this  was  a  deputation  of  eighty-four 
of  the  mod  diftinguifhed  members  of  the  national  af- 
fembly,  accompanied  by  an  immenfe  crowd,  who  co- 
vered the  road  from  Verfailles  to  the  capital,  and  load- 
ed them  with  hleffings  and  the  mo  ft  unequivocal  proofs 
of  prodigal  aiFe&ion.  On  their  arrival  at  the  Hotel  de 
Viile,  the  marquis  oe  la  Payette,  count  Lally  Tolendal, 
the  marquis  Clermont  Tonnerre,  the  due  de  Liancourt,- 
and  the  archbifhop  of  Paris,  addreiTed  the  people.--- 
From  this  place  they  adjourned  to  the  church  of  Notre 
Dame,  where  Te  Deum  wras  fung  in  celebration  of  the 
happy  and  cheerful  return  of  peace  accompanied  with 
liberty.  As  they  returned  from  the  church,  the  accla- 
mations of  the  populace  were  occafionalJy  interrupted 
by  the  expreiiion  of  two  further  demands,  the  wifh  of 
feeing  their  fovereign  in  Paris,  and  the  recall  of  the  pa- 
triotic mini  (fry.  The  deputies  returned  in  the  evening 
to  Verfailles. 

Public  tranquillity,  however,  when  interrupted  by 
circumftances  of  fuch  importance  as  thofe  we  have  juffc 
related,  is  not  fo  eafily  reftored.  It  was  natural  that 
the  people  mould  be  jealous  for  their  newly  acquired 
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liberties,  and  fhould  view  with  fufpicion  tranfa&ion^ 
which  in  their  intention  were  probably  innocent.  The 
miniitry,  which  had  fhewn  themfelves  fo  inimical  to  the 
eaufe  of  the  people,  were  not  yet  difmiiTed,  nor  had 
the  troops  yet  evacuated  the  environs  of  Paris  j  two 
frefli  regiments  had  arrived  at  St.  Denis  ;  a  ftrange  and 
unfuccefsful  attack  had  even  been  made  on  the  Baftille, 
by  a  ferjeant  and  two  companies  of  guards  ;  and  a  con- 
voy of  flour  had  been  intercepted  by  the  orders  of  a 
perfon  well  known.  The  night  of  the  15th,  therefore, 
was  fpent  with  the  fame  anxiety,  and  with  the  fame 
warlike  preparations ;,  as  the  preceding  ;  and  in  the 
morning  a  frefh  deputation  was  fent  to  the  aflembly, 
entreating  them  to  interefl  themfelves  in  procuring  the 
difmiffion  of  the  miniflry,  and  the  recal  of  M.  Neckar. 

After  a  fhort  debate,  which  chiefly  refpecled  the  de- 
corum of  interfering  with  the  appointments  cf  the  ex- 
ecutive power,  the  aflembly  were  on  the  point  of  voting 
a  fpirited  addrefs  to  the  king,  which  had  been  propo- 
fed  by  Mirabeau,  when  they  were  informed  that  the 
miniilers  themfelves  had  anticipated  the  wifh  of  the  af- 
fembly  by  giving  in  their  refignations.  The  fame  eve- 
ning, a  letter  from  his  majefty  to  M.  Neckar,  inviting, 
him  to  return,  was  read  by  the  prefident.  It  was  re- 
ceived with  the  loudeif  acclamations,  and  was  feconded 
by  an  addrefs  from  the  aflembly  themfelves  to  that  up- 
right minifler  in  the  ftrongefl  terms  of  afledion  and 
refpecl.  The  king  having  at  the  fame  time  intimated 
his  intention  of  vifiting  Paris  the  following  day,  the  af- 
iembly  immediately  decreed  a  deputation  to  convey 
this  exhilarating  intelligence,  and  to  calm  the  difqui- 
etude  that  prevailed  in  the  metropolis. 

It  was  not  without  conflernation  that  the  king's  de- 
termination to  viiit  Paris  was  received  at  the  palace  of 
Verlaiiles.  Thofe  who  really  loved  him  were  appre- 
henfive  for  his  fafety  ;  thofe  who  had  been  guilty  of 
xna.lverfation  were  apprehenfive  for  themfelves.  Ru- 
mours of  projected  affafTinations  were  fpread,  and  the 
leaf!  confequence  that  could  eniue  was  fuppoled  to  be 
the  detention   of  the  ibvereign  in   Paris.      The  king 
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however,  with  a  degree  of  courage  and  patriotifm  which 
does  honour  to  his  character,  remained  immoveable  in 
his  determination.  On  the  morning  of  the  17th  he 
left  Veriailles,  in  a  plain  drefs,  and  with  no  other  equi- 
page than  two  carriages  with  eight  horfes  each  ;  in  the 
fir  ft  of  which  he  rode  himfelf  -a  part  of  the  national 
aflembly,  in  their  robes,  accompanied  him  on  foot ; 
and  the  militia  of  Verfailles  compofed  his  only  guard 
till  the  proceflion  arrived  at  the  Seve,  where  they  were 
relieved  by  the  Paris  militia,  with  the  marquis  de  la 
Fayette  at  their  head ;  and  from  this  place  the  iuite  of 
the  monarch  amounted  to  about  20,000  men.  The 
horfe  guards  led  the  procefuon ;  and  thefe  were  fol- 
lowed by  the  city  cavalry  :  fome  battalions  of  the  French 
guards  and  other  fcldiers,  who  had  fought  in  defence 
of  the  nation,  fucceeded  ;  then  the  different  companies 
and  corporations  ;  and  M.  de  la  Fayette,  with  a  large 
body  of  militia,  brought  up  the  rear.  A  quarter  of  an 
hour  before  the  arrival  of  the  king,  whether  from  ac- 
cident or  malevolence  is  uncertain,  a  woman  was  fhoc 
by  a  mufket-bail,  from  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river. 
The  king  looked  pale  and  melancholy,  and  an  expref- 
fion  Gf  anxiety  was  even  apparent  in  the  faces  of  the 
national  aifembly.  The  progrefs  was  remarkably  flow  ; 
and  no  fhout  was  to  be  heard  but  Vive  la  nation  !  At 
the  Barriere  des  Conferences,  the  king  was  met  by  M. 
Bailly,  who  acted  as  mayor,  with  the  other  magistrates. 
IVL  Bailly,  on  preferring  the  keys  of  the  city,  addrefTed 
his  majefty  in  a  ffiort  but  elegant  fpeech,  the  exordium 
of  which  was — ci  Thefe,  fir,  are  the  keys  which  were 
prefented  to  Henry  IV.  He  came  to  reconquer  his 
people ;  it  is  our  happinefs  to  have  reconquered  our 
king."  At  the  Pont  Neuf  the  pafTage  was  lined  by  a 
numerous  train  of  artillery  ;  but,  in  the  true  fpirit  of 
French  gallantry,  the  mouths  and  touch-holes  of  the 
cannon  were  adorned  with  bouquets  of  flowers.  On 
their  arrival  at  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  the  king  folemnly 
confirmed  the  election  of  M.  Bailly  and  the  marquis  de 
la  Fayette :  and  on  receiving  the  complimentarv  ad- 
drenes    or   the  may  or  a  the  prefident  of  electors,  count 
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Laliy  Toiendal,  &c.  he  exclaimed  with  an  air  of  pa- 
thetic emotion,  which  fcarceiy  allowed  him  utterance — - 
"  My  people  may  always  rely  upon  my  affection."  He 
received  from  the  hands  of  the  mayor  the  national 
cockade  ;  and  when  he  fhewed  himfelf  at  the  window 
with  this  badge  of  patiotifm,  the  joy  of  the  people  could 
no  longer  be  reftrained  ;  the  fhout  of  Vive  le  roi !  which 
had  fcarceiy  been  heard  in  the  former  part  of  the  day, 
filled  the  whole  atmofphere,  and  reiounded  from  one 
extremity  of  the  city  to  the  other.  The  return  of 
the  king  to  Verfailles  was  a  real  triumph.  The  ci- 
tizens, almoft  intoxicated  with  joy,  furrounded  his 
carriage ;  his  countenance,  which  in  the  morning  bore 
the  afpefl:  of  melancholy,  was  now  cheerful  and  mai- 
ling ;  and  he  appeared  fmcerely  to  partake  in  the  gene- 
ral fatisfaction. 

The  royal  vifit  to  Paris  was  the  fignal  for  the  difper- 
iion  of  the  miniftry.  Marftal  Broglio  retired  to  Lux- 
embourg ;  madame  Polignac,  in  the  habit  of  a  waiting 
woman,  took  the  route  of  Bruflels ;  even  the  count 
d'Artois,  with  his  family,  withdrew  during  the  flillnefs 
of  ilk  night,  and  was  followed  by  the  princes  of  Conde 
and  Conti,  the  duke  de  Luxembourg,  and  others  of 
the  nobility.  But  of  all  who  were  connected  with  the 
court,  none  was  more  odious  than  M.  Foulon,  who 
had  long  been  obnoxious  to  the  people  for  his  unfeeU 
ing  tyranny  and  his  infatiable  avarice.  This  unfortu- 
nate perion  had  rifea  from  a  very  low  fituation  in  life 
to  the  poffeffi'oa  of  immenfe  riches.  He  had  been 
coramiiiary  to  the  army  in  the  war  of  1755,  and  by 
his  rapacity  and  extortions  is  laid  to  have  irretrievably 
diihonoured  the  French  name  in  the  provinces  of  Ger- 
many. He  is  reported  to  have  made  a  common  boafl 
of  his  depraved  principles.— His  favourite  maxim  was, 
that  "  that  country  would  be  beft  governed,  where  the 
common  people  mould  be  compelled  to  feed  upon 
grafs  ;3'  and  he  had  boafied,  4i  that  if  ever  it  mould 
be  his  good  fortune  to  be  minifter,  he  would  make  the 
people  live  upon  hay.3'  On  the  firif  news  of  the  riots 
in  Paris  he  had  withdrawn  himfelf  from  the  public  eye,. 
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-jand 'bad  caufed  a  report  of  his  death  to  be  induflnoufly 
circulated,  and  his  funeral  had  even  been  performed 
in  a  manner  fuitable  to  his  immenfe  riches.  In  the 
mean  time  he  had  fecretly  retired  to  Very,  an  eftate 
belonging  to  M.  de  Sartines,  where  he  was  in  hopes 
of  remaining  concealed  :  but  his  character  commanded 
no  man's  aifeclion,  and  the  general  unfeelingnefs  of 
his  heart  left  him  without  a  friend.  His  own  vafials 
were  the  firft  to  purfue  and  detect  him ;  and  on  the 
2  2d  of  July  he  was  brought  to  Paris  with  a  bundle  of 
hay  at  his  back,  in  aliuhon  to  the  language  which  he 
is  laid  to  have  employed  in  expreffing  his  contempt  for 
the  people.  The  committee  at  the  Hotel  de  Ville  de- 
termined to  fend  him  to  the  prifon  of  the  abbey  St. 
Germain,  where  he  might  be  detained  till  the  return 
of  tranquillity  mould  afford  him  an  impartial  trial : 
but  the  immenfe  crowd  which  was  afiembled  in  the 
Place  de  Greve  refilled  this  determination.  It  was 
with  difficulty  M.  Baiiiy  could  make  himfelf  heard, 
when  he  urged  with  all  the  eloquence  of  humanity  the 
flagrant  injuilice  of  condemning  a  citizen  to  death 
without  hearing  him  in  his  own  defence— The  marquis 
de  la  Fayette  took  (till  more  popular  ground  by  urging 
the  detention  of  the  criminal,  in  the  hope  of  obtaining 
from  him  a  difcovery  of  his  accomplices.  To  this  de- 
mand the  populace  appeared  to  affent  by  their  tokens 
of  applaufe  :  but  the  unhappy  Foulon,  whether  in  te- 
flimony  of  his  innocence,  or  by  a  mechanical  move- 
ment, clapped  his  hands  at  the  fame  time  in  approba- 
tion. A  general  exclamation  was  immediately  raif- 
ed  : — "  They  are,  conniving  at  his  guilt;  they  intend 
to  fave  him*."  He  was  immediately  feized,  and 
dragged  under  the  fatal  lamp- iron,  which  during  the 
revolution  the  populace  had  employed  as  the  inflru- 
ment  of  their  vengeance.  Every  circumftance  of  hor- 
ror attended  his  execution  :  the  rope,  by  which  he  was 

*  The  fufpicfous  temper  of  the  French,  more  than  any  one  cir- 
pumftance,  has  continued  to  undo  them.  The  habits  of  fineffe  and 
intrigue  which  a  defpotic  government  naturally  produces  are  always 
attended  with  habitual  fufpicioa. 
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fufpended,  broke  twice;  and  he  was  detained  for  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  in  a  half* expiring  (late,  before  a 
new  one  could  be  procured.  His  head  was  cut  off  and 
placed  upon  a  pike,  with  the  mouth  fluffed  with  hay, 
and  was  carried  through  the  ftreets  of  Paris.  This 
victim  of  popular  fury  was  feventy-four  years  of 
a2'e. 

M.  Berthier,  who  had  married  the  daughter  pf  M, 
Foulon,  was  implicated  in  the  fate  of  his  father  in-law, 
and  was  perhaps  odious  to  the  people  from  the  exercife 
of  an  arbitrary  and  oppreffive   employment,    that   of 
intendant  of  police.  He  had  been  feized  at  Compiegne, 
and  one  of  the  electors,  with  four  hundred  horie,  had 
been  difpatched  to  conduct,  him  to  Paris.     He  alfo  was 
accufed   of   peculation   and   extortion,    of   being    the 
principal   agent   in   regulating  the  movements   of  the 
camp  at  St.    Denis,  and  of    the  flill   more   unpopular 
crime  of  fpecuiating  in  grain,  and  contributing  to   the 
general  fcarcity.     Unhappily  for  him,    he    arrived   in 
Paris    the  very  evening  in  which  the  populace  had  im- 
brued their   hands  in  the  blood  of   his   relation  ;  his 
death  was  therefore  inevitable.     If,    however,    he   did 
not  fuffer  innocently,  he  at  lead  fuflained  his   unhappy 
fate  with  courage  and  dignity.  During  the  greater  part  of 
the  way  he  converfed  tranquilly  with  M.  Riviere,  the 
elector  who  accompanied  him.     When  he  entered   the 
city,  however,  the  bloody   head  of    his  father-in-law 
was  prefented  to  him,  and  at  this  dreadful  fight  he  is 
faid  to  have  turned  pale,  and  to  have  loft  his  fortitude. 
When  interrogated  at  the  Hotel  de  Ville  as  to  his  con? 
duct,  he  anfwered  calmly  :  "  That  he  had  obeyed  the 
orders  of  his  fuperiors,  and  that  the  infpection  of  his 
papers    would    inflruct  them  as   to   the  extent  of  his 
guilt."     It  was  determined  to  fend  him  immediately  to 
the  Abbey  ;  but  it  was  impoflible  to  penetrate  the  con- 
courfe  of  people  that  furrounded  the  Hotel.     It  was  in 
vain  that  M.  Baiily  oppofed  his  utmofl  eloquence  to  the 
fury  of  the  multitude  ;  in  vain  the  commander  in  chief 
proflrated  himfelf  on  his  knees  to  entreat  that  the    po- 
pular eaiife  fhould  no  more.be  deftled  with  blood.     Nu* 


REVOLUTION  IN  FRANCE  $i 

merous  as  his  efcort  was,  they  were  foon  difperfed,  and 
he  was  dragged  to  the  fatal  lamp-iron,  where  a  new 
cord  was  already  prepared  for  him.  His  defpair  infpir- 
ed  him  with  new  courage  ;  and  matching  a  bayonet  out 
of  the  hands  of  one  of  the  guards,  he  attempted  to 
defend  himfelf,  if  not  from  death,  at  lead  from  igno- 
miny.— He  fell  pierced  with  innumerable  wounds. — 
A  monfter  of  inhumanity,  a  dragoon,  plunged  his 
hands  into  his  reeking  entrails,  and,  tearing  out  his 
heart,  and  fixing  it  on  the  point  of  his  cutlafs,  carried 
it  about  as  a  trophy  through  the  ftreets.  The  head 
was  alfo  cut  off,  and  carried  about  with  that  of  M. 
Foulon. 

It  is  faid  the  dragoon,  who  in  this  brutal  manner 
tore  out  the  heart  of  M.  Berthier,  did  it  in  revenge 
for  the  death  of  a  father :  be  that  as  it  may,  his  com- 
rades were  fo  completely  difgufted  with  the  barbarity 
of  the  action,  that  they  determined  to  fight  him  fuc- 
ceffively  till  by  his  death  they  had  removed  the  difho- 
nour  which  it  fixed  upon  their  corps.  He  fought,  and 
Was  killed  the  fame  evening. 

To  apologize  for  fuch  actions  would  be  in  fome  de- 
gree to  partake  of  their  criminality.  Wretched  is  the 
fate  of  that  nation  which  is  obliged  to  employ  the  agen- 
cy of  a  mob  to  counteract  the  ufurpations  of  tyranny. 
If,  however,  we  candidly  confider  the  grievances  and 
oppreffions  under  which  the  people  of  France  had  for 
centuries  languifhed  ;  if  we  confider  the  licentioufnefs- 
inherent  in  the  canaille  of  a  populace  city,  and  how 
prone  human  nature  is  to  the  abufe  of  power ;  if  we 
recollect  the  individual  provocations  and  injuries  which 
men  fuffer  from  perfons  high  in  office  under  an  abitrary 
government,  the  atrocity  will  at  lead  be  explained  if 
not  extenuated.  In  juftice  alfo  to  the  infurgents  of  Fa- 
Paris,  it  muft  be  recorded  that  while,  under  the  mifta- 
ken  fentiment  of  revenging  the  oppreffions  of  their  go- 
vernment, they  involved  themfelves  in  the  guilt  of 
murder,  they  were  ftill  fuperior  to  fuch  a  crime  as  theft. 
The  bodies  of  the  marquis  de  Launay  and  of  the  ma- 
jor of  the  Baftille  lay  expofed   in  the  Place  de  Greve 
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for  a  number  of  hours,  and  neither  their  watches  nor 
any  one  of  their  valuables  were  even  touched  by  the 
mob;  and  when  M.  Foulon  was  maffacred,  his  pock- 
ets were  full  of  money  and  bank- notes,  which  were 
taken  carefully  out  by  fome  of  the  multitude,  and  de- 
pofited  before  the  committee  on  the  table  of  the  Hotel 
de  Ville.  On  what  foundation  we  cannot  pretend  to 
fay,  but  it  has  been  advanced  by  the  popular  party, 
that,  with  refpect  to  M  M.  Foulon  and  Berthier,  the 
people  were  made  the  blind  inftruments  of  private  en^. 
mity,  or  of  their  accomplices  themfelves ;  who  proba- 
bly faw  no  other  means  of  concealing  the  atrociouinefs 
of  their  own  conduct,  from  public  enquiry.  From  the? 
windows  of  the  Hotel  de  Ville  a  number  of  perfons  of 
fuperior  appearance  were  obferved  exciting  the  populace 
to  outrage,  and  who  appeared  to  be  main  fprings  of  all 
their  motions.  Thefe  could  fcarcely  be  friends  to  the 
popular  caufe,  fmce  nothing  could  involve  it  in  fuch 
difgrace  as  the  perpetration  of  thefe  barbarities. 

This  day  of  horror  and  of  blood  filled  indeed  every 
good  citizen  with  difguft  and  apprehenfion  ;  they  trem- 
bled left  they  mould  have  only  exchanged  one  tyranny 
for  another,  and  condemned  in  the  ftrongeft  terms  thefe 
gufts  of  inhumanity,  thefe  bloody  proscriptions,  thefe 
outrages  againfl  public  juftice.  The  marquis  de  la 
Fayette  in  particular  was  fo  much  exafperated  by  thiV 
contempt  of  all  authority,  that  he  determined  at  once  to 
refign  his  office  of  commander  in  chief:  happily,  the  e- 
loquence  of  M.  Bailly  had  fafH-cient  influence  to  prevail 
with  him  to  refume  it. 

The  example  of  the  capital  gave  the  fignal  for  revolt 
in  ail  the  provinces ;  and  it  was  no  fooner  promulgated 
that  a  confpiracy  had  been  formed  againft  the  liberties 
of  the  nation,  than  all  the  citizens  became  foldiers,  and 
all  the  foldiers  citizens. 

At  Rennes,  the  capital  of  Britany,  the  young  men 
took  up  arms  about  the  20th  of  July,-  feized  thearfenal, 
and  the  principal  polls,  and  railed  at  once  the  ftandard 
of  liberty.  The  count  de  Langeron,  who  commanded, 
there,  marched  out  again.it  them,  at  the  head  of  the  re- 
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foments  d'Artois  and  Lorraine,  and  the  dragoons  d'Or-* 
leans  ;  but  the  foldiers  were  no  fooner  drawn  up  in  or- 
der of  battle  than  they  unanimoufly  (homed  Vive  la  na- 
tion !  Eight  hundred  immediately  joined  the  patriotic 
ftandatd,  and  the  reft  returned  to  their  barracks,  after 
having  taken  a  folemn  oath  not  to  (tain  their  hands  in 
the  blood  of  their  fellow  citizens.  In  the  mean  time 
the  principal  people  being  ailembled  at  the  Hotel  de 
Ville,  decreed  the  fufpenfion  of  all  levies  and  con- 
tributions on  the  part  of  the  king  or  the  feudal  lords; 
deputations  were  fent  to  every  town  in  Britany;  the 
whole  province  was  prefently  in  arms  to  fupport  the  pub- 
lic caufe  ;  and  all  declared  themfelves  ready  to  march,  if 
neceffary,  to  the  relief  of  the  national  affembly.  The 
commanding  officer,  finding  all  his  efforts  in  vain,  re- 
tired from  the  province. 

At  St.  Malo,  the  younger  citizens  determined  to  forrri 
two  divifions,  one  of  horfe,  and  the  other  of  foot,  and  to 
proceed  immediately  to  the  national  aflembly,  to  partici- 
pate with  them  the  danger  or  the  glory  of  faving  their 
country.  As  they  were  without  artillery,  their  firft  ftep 
was  to  take  poffeffion  of  the  city  fort,  and  that  of  the 
Chateau  Neuf,  in  order  to  obtain  a  fupply  of  arms,  and 
ammunition.  The  commandant  reinforced  each  of  the 
fortrefles,  but  in  vain ;  the  foldiers  declared  they  would 
not  acl,  and  the  citizens  by  fome  ffratagem  got  pofTeffion 
of  the  keys.  It  is  pleafing  to  add,  that  they  made  the 
happieft  ufe  of  their  fuccefs  5  they  refilled  the  revenge- 
ful impulfe  which  would  lead  them  to  punifh  the  obfti- 
nacy  of  the  king's  lieutenant,  and  refpecled  human  life 
even  in  an  enemy. 

The  city  of  Bourdeaux  has  been  always  diftingnifhed 
by  its  attachment  to  liberty.  On  the  fatal  night  of  St. 
Bartholomew,  the  chief  magiftrate  of  this  city  was 
among  the  few  who  contended  for  the  rights  of  human- 
ity in  oppofition  to  the  blind  dictates  of  fanaticifm* 
On  the  prefent  occafion,  the  members  of  the  parliament 
enrolled  themfelves  voluntarily  in  the  city  militia,  and 
mounted  guard  along  with  the  other  inhabitants  ;  and 
the  governor  of  the  caftle,  animated  bv  a  fimilar  fpirit. 

M 
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prefented  the  keys  to  a  deputation  of  citizens.  A  flaUie 
of  M.  Neckar  was  elevated  on  a  pedeilai  haftily  erected 
for  the  purpofe,  and  was  crowned  with  a  garland  of  lau- 
rel. 

The  duke  de  Liancourt  fucceeded  the  archbifhop  of. 
Vienna  as  prefident  of  the  national  affembly.  One  of 
the  firft  circumftances  which  fignalized  his  prefidency, 
"was  the  permiflion  which  was  granted  by  the  king  to  the 
French  guards  to  enrol  themfelves  among  the  national 
militia :  in  the  mean  time,  addreffes  expreffive  of  the 
highefl  degree  of  patriotifm  and  confidence,  poured  in 
upon  the  aflembly  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom  ;  and' 
there  appeared  no  vifible  obflruclionto  theconfummation 
of  its  patriotic  labours. 

The  tafk,  however,  was  not  quite  fo  eafy  as  at  firfl  ught 
we  might  be  difpofed  to  conclude :  befides  the  enmity 
of  thofe  who  fubfifled  by  the  corruptions  of  the  former 
government,  the  aflembly  had  to  contend  with  other 
difficulties,  and  the  approach  of  famine  was  not  the  lead 
calamity  with  which  the  nation  was  threatened. 

The  hafty  exile  of  M.  Neckar  had  fruflrated  the 
plans  which  he  had  laid  for  the  acquifition  of  fubfift- 
ence.  An  actual  fcarcity  took  place  ;  the  granaries 
and  magazines  were  pillaged  ;  and  bands  of  ruffians 
were  difperfed  over  the  country,  and  increafed  the  fcar- 
city by  their  defperate  ravages.  The  enemies  of  the 
revolution  took  advantage  of  this  ftate  of  things,  to 
difturb  and  agitate  the  popular  mind  by  alarming  re- 
ports. It  was  even  believed  that  they  monopolized  the 
grain  themfelves,  in  order  to  caft  an  odium  on  their  op- 
pofers.  Among  the  riots  excited  upon  thefe  occafions, 
none  were  more  difgracefttl  than  thofe  at  St.  Germain 
and  Poiffv  ;  to  ihc  latter  of  which  a  deputation  was 
fent  from  the  national  affembly,  with  the  humane  bi- 
fhop  of  Chartres  at  their  head.  They  arrived  juft  time 
enough  to  fave  an  innocent  perfon  of  the  name  ofTho- 
mafTin,  though  the  fatal  cord  was  already  round  his 
neck. 

Thefe  proceedings,  joined  with  the  affair  of  M.  Fou- 
lon,  determined  the  affembly  on  the  23d    of  July  to 
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publifh  a  proclamation,  inviting  all  good  citizens  to  the 
maintenance  of  order  and  government;  and  declaring 
that  to  try  and  punifh  for  all  crimes  of  leze- nation  was 
the  fole  prerogative  of  the  affembly,  till,  by  the  confti- 
tution  which  it  was  about  to  efrablifh,  a  regular  tribu- 
nal mould  be  inftituted  for  the  punilhment  of  fuch  of- 
fences. 

On  the  25th  the  affembly  was  thrown  into  the  utmoft 
confternation  by  the  report  of  M.  Puneile,  one  of  the 
deputies  of  Franche-Comte,  who  related  that  M.  de 
Mefmay,  a  couniellor  to  the  parliament  of  Befancon 
and  lord  of  Quincey,  had  invited  the  people  of  his 
neighbourhood,  and  the  officers  of  the  garrifon  of  Ye- 
foul,  to  celebrate,  at  his  caftle  of  Quincey,  the  happy 
union  of  the  three  orders  of  the  flate.  The  entertain- 
ment was  fumptuous,  and  the  beft  wanes  were  diftribu- 
red  with  a  liberal  hand ;  but  amidff  this  fcene  of  fefti- 
vity  the  company  were  at  once  difperfed  by  a  dreadful 
explofion  of  gun-powder,  and  fome  perfons  were  even 
killed  upon  the  fpot. 

It  is  eafy  to  conceive  the  horror  and  indignation  which 
fuch  a  reprefentation  mud  infpire.  The  prefident  of 
the  affembly  was  inftantly  directed  to  wait  upon  the  king, 
to  requeft  that  the  tranfaction  might  be  immediately 
inquired  into  ;  and  he  was  further  requeued  to  give 
orders  to  his  minifter  for  foreign  affairs,  to  claim  any 
of  the  parties  who  might  have  taken  refuge  in  foreign 
countries. 

It  was  fome  time  before  the  matter  could  be  invefii- 
gated,  nor  has  it  ever  been  cleared  up  to  general  fatif- 
faction.  The  beft  account  that  has  been  given  of  it  is, 
that  three  drunken  foldiers  having  gone  to  ileep  in  the 
pavilion,  and  having  procured  a  light,  a  barrel  of  gun- 
powder, which  was  kept  there,  accidentally  exploded, 
and  the  foldiers,  and  they  only,  fell  the  victims  of  their 
indifcretion. 

Unfounded,  however,  as  thefe  reports  concerning 
M.  Mefmay  appear  to  have  been,  their  effects  w7ere 
more  or  lefs  felt  by  all  the  nobility  of  France.  The 
populace  of  the  neighbourhood  would  have  immediate- 
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ly  pulled  down  the  caftle  of  Quincey,  but  were  pre- 
vented by  the  militia  and  citizens  of  Befancon.  In 
other  places,  as  foon  as  the  report  was  received,  riots 
were  excited,  fome  carries  were  ranfacked,  and  two  or 
three  gentlemen  of  irreproachable  characters  loft  their 
lives. 

In  this  period  of  general  diltruft,  we  cannot  wonder 
that  even  circumflances,  trifling  in  themfelves,  fhould 
produce  new  troubles.  The  baron  de  Caftelnau,  refi- 
dent  in  France  from  Geneva,  was  arretted  on  the  Pont 
Royal ;  and  the  moment  he  was  arretted  he  tore  in  pie- 
ces a  letter  ;  but  the  fragments  were  carefully  collect- 
ed, and  tranfmitted,  with  three  other  open  letters  found 
upon  him,  by  M.  Bailly  to  the  duke  de  Liancourt. — ■ 
When  the  packet  arrived  there  were  but  few  members 
in  the  hall,  and  the  delicacy  of  the  prefident  would  not 
perm  it  him  to  keep  open  letters  in  his  poiTeUion.  Con- 
fidering  alfo  that  the  afTembly  was  inverted  with  no  ex- 
ecutive power,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  fend  back  the 
packet  to  M.  Bailly,  not  doubting  but  it  would  be 
produced  when  called  for.  A  long  and  not  unimpor- 
tant difcuffion  of  this  bufmefs  enfued.  On  the  one  fide, 
it  was  propofed  by  the  count  de  Chatenai,  M.  Reubel, 
and  others,  "  that  all  intercepted  letters  mould  be  de- 
pofited  in  a  proper  place  for  the  inflection  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  afTembly ;  and  that  the  papers  found  iu 
the  Baftille  fhould  be  collected,  in  order  to  form  a  hif- 
tory  of  the  crimes  of  the  old  government,  which  would 
ferve  as  a  kind  of  preface  to  the  conftitution."  On 
the  other  hand,  it  was  urged  by  M.  Camus,  "  That  all 
the  inftructions  of  their  conftituents  had  confecrated  the 
inviolability  of  private  correfpondence  ;  that  the  na- 
tional afTembly  ought  not  to  fet  the  example  of  a  breach 
of  public  faith  ;  and  that  the  only  exception  ought  to 
regard  the  correfpondence  of  thofe  perfons  who  are  ac- 
tually m  the  hands  of  juftice."— -The  bifliop  of  Lan- 
gres  obferved,  "  that  all  ages  had  applauded  the  gene- 
rofity  of  Pompey,  who  committed  to  the  flames  the  let- 
ters which  the  fenators  had  addreffed  to  Sertorius." 
M,  Duport  remarked,  "  that  the  advantage  was  dubi- 
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ous,  and  the  danger  manifeft ;  that  the  moft  virtuous 
citizen,  and  the  greateft  of  men,  M  Turgot,  had  been 
ruined  by  a  fictitious  correfpondence."  The  affembly, 
much  to  its  honour,  decreed,  that  in  fuch  a  cafe  there 
was  no  room  for  debate.  Thus  the  fanclity  of  private 
correfpondence  was  held  inviolate  ;  and  in  the  midft  of 
treaions  and  confpiracies,  while  the  national  aflembly 
was  engaged  in  the  great  work  of  eftablifhing  liberty, 
it  declared  itfeif  above  employing  or  imitating  any  of 
the  difgraceful  refources  of  tyranny. 

Among  the  alarms  and  reports  to  which  the  ufettled 
ftate  of  France  at  this  time  gave  rife,  a  very  formida- 
ble rumour  was  circulated,  That  the  court  of  London 
was  difpofed  to  take  advantage  of  the  troubles  of  the 
nation  ;  that  the  Englifh  fleets  in  both  Indies  had  al- 
ready commenced  the  attack ;  and  that  St.  Domingo 
and  Pondicherry  were  already  among  the  number  of 
their  conquefts.  So  injurious  a  calumny  could  not  be 
overlooked  by  the  ambaffador  of  Great-Britain.  He 
wrote  immediately  to  the  minifter,  the  count  de  Mont- 
morin,  difclaiming  on  the  part  of  his  court  every  hoftile 
intention,  and,  in  corroboration  of  his  affertion,  appeal- 
ing to  his  recollection,  that  in  the  beginning  of  June  a 
plot  had  been  concerted  for  feizing  the  port  of  Breft,  by 
certain  perfons  who  claimed  the  countenance  and  pro- 
tection of  Great  Britain ;  but  that  the  propofal  had 
been  rejected  with  indignation  by  the  Englifh  cabinet, 
and  that  he  (the  Duke  of  Dorfet)  had  immediately 
apprifed  the  French  miniftry  of  the  danger. 

The  letter  of  the  ambaffador  being  read  in  the  af- 
fembly,  and  communicated  to  the  people  of  Paris,  fuffi- 
ciently  quieted  every  apprehenfion  concerning  the  in- 
terference of  Great-Britain  ;  and  to  prevent  in  future 
the  interruption  of  the  national  bufinefs,  a  committee 
of  twelve  members  was  immediately  appointed  to  take 
cognizance  of  every  report  or  information  which  re- 
fpecled  the  public  fafety. 

The  confequences  of  the  duke  of  Dorfet's  letter  were 
more  ferious  in  the  province  of  Brittany.  The  plot 
which  he  had  mentioned  againft  Breft  was  immediate- 
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ly  laid  to  the  charge  of  the  nobility  ;  and  the  enemies 
of  fome  of  that  body  who  had  fhewn  themfelves  averfe 
to  the  revolution,  mduftrioufly  reprefented  them  to  the 
people  as  the  criminals.  Several  were  arretted,  and 
confined  in  the  caflles  of  Nantes  and  St.  Malo.  The 
nobility  of  the  province  appealed  to  the  juftice  of  the 
national  aiTembly,  and  entreated  that  the  duke  of  Dorfet 
might  be  requeited  to  give  more  precife  documents, 
that  the  criminality  might  no  longer  be  extended  to 
all  the  ancient  families  of  a  refpeclable  quarter  of  the 
kingdom,  but  might  attach  to  thofe  only  who  were 
really  concerned.  The  aiTembly  referred  the  inveftiga- 
tion  to  the  executive  power  ;  but  declared  at  the  fame 
time  their  opinion,  that  the  evidence  appeared  fo  vague 
and  indirect.,  that  the  gentlemen  ought  to  be  libera- 
ted. 

A  letter  from  M.  Neckar,  in  anfwer  to  the  requisi- 
tion of  the  arTembly,  was  received  on  the  27th  of  July. 
It  was  dated  Bafil,  and  was  expreffive  of  his  gratitude 
and  devotion  to  their  commands.  Pofterity  will  regard 
it  as  an  incident  more  refembling  the  vifions  of  ro- 
mance than  the  occurrences  of  real  life,  that  the  fird 
intimation  he  received  of  the  revolution  was  from  the 
mouth  of  the  dutchefs  de  Polignac,  his  bitterer!  enemy. 
M.  Neckar  had  quitted  BrulTels  in  the  determination  of 
retiring  from  public  life,  and  forgetting  his  difgrace 
and  his  unfuccefsful  labours  in  the  peaceful  retirement 
of  his  eftate  in  the  vicinity  of  Geneva.  In  his  way  thi- 
ther, he  arrived  at  Bafil  accidentally  at  the  very  mo- 
ment when  madame  Polignac,  in  her. precipitate  flight, 
Hopped  at  that  city.  We  may  eafily  conceive  his  fur- 
prife  when  an  interview  was  requeited  by  that  lady ; 
but  it  muft  have  been  ft  ill  greater,  when  fhe  acquainted 
him  wifh  the  amazing  revolution  of  which  his  exile 
had  been  the  proximate  occahon.  Notwithftanding 
the  ramonftrances  of  his  friends,  he  determined,  with- 
out hefitation,  to  refume  his  office. — "  1  would  rather,'* 
faid  he,  "  expofe  fcn'yfelf  to  danger  than  to  remorfe." 
He  waited  at  Bafil  till  he  received  the  orders  of  the 
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king,  and  then  followed  immediately  the  courier  who 
announced  his  approach. 

As  he  palled  through  Villenaux,  on  the  road  from 
Nogent  to  Verfailles,  he  was  informed  that  the  baron 
de  Bezenval,  commandant  of  the  Swifs  guards,  who 
had  acted  under  marfhal  Broglio,  was  arrefted  by  the 
militia  of  that  place,  and  that  his  life  was  in  danger.. 
The  humanity  of  M.  Neckar  was  immediately  interest- 
ed, and  he  wrote  in  his  carriage  the  following  Ihort  note 
to  the  municipal  officers  of  Villenaux. 

"  I  know  to  a  certainty,  gentlemen,  that  the  Baron 
de  Bezenval,  who  has  been  arrefted  by  the  militia  of 
Villenaux,  had  the  king's  permimon  to  return  to  Swit- 
zerland, his  own  country.  I  entreat,  gentlemen,  that 
you  will  refpect  this  permimon,  of  which  I  am  your 
guarantee,  and  I  mail  confider  myfelf  as  under  a  parti- 
cular obligation.  Every  motive  that  can  affect  a  feel- 
ing mind  impels  me  to  make  this  requeft,  &c." 

Preifing  as  was  this  requifition,  it  was  not  complied 
with,  as  the  municipal  officers  determined,  that  before 
the  baron  mould  be  releafed,  it  was  proper  to  confult 
the  permanent  committee  at  the  Hotel  de  Ville. 

The  paflage  of  M.  Neckar  through  France,  was  more 
gratifying  to  the  human  feelings  than  the  mofl  diftin- 
guifhed  triumph  of  the  mod  celebrated  conqueror.  He 
Was  followed  by  the  acclamations,  not  of  fervile  multi- 
tudes, but  of  a  free  people;  who,faluted  him  not  as- 
their  governor,  but  as  their  deliverer,  their  father,  their 
tutelary  genius.  In  Paris  the  news  of  his  arrival  was 
celebrated  like  that  of  a  fplendid  victory ;  and  the  ex- 
ultation vifible  in  every  countenance  evinced,  that  eve- 
ry Frenchman  confidered  the  republic(as  in  fafety  when 
committed  to  his  care.  On  the  29^  of  July,  the  day- 
after  his  return,  he  repaired  to  the  national  aflembly, 
to  render  his  refpects  to  that  auguft  body.  He  was  in- 
troduced by  four  gentlemen  ufhers,  and  every  mark  of 
attention  and  refpecl:  was  paid  to  this  martyr  in  the 
public  caufe  ; — this  minifter,  who  taught  the  fovereign 
to  refpecl  the  rights  of  the  people,  and  who  inftructed 
the  multitude  in  their  duty  to  the  throne.     The  prefi- 


xoa  HISTORY  OF  THE 

dent  complimented  him  on  his  arrival  in  a  very  elegarff 
addrefs,  which,  in  honour  both  of  the  fpeaker  and  the 
minifter,  was  directed  to  be  printed. 

Even  thefe  teftimonies  of  efteem,  however,  appear 
little  when  compared  with  the  fplendour  of  his  recepti- 
on in  Paris :  that  city,  which  fo  much  exceeded  the  reft 
of  the  kingdom  in  wealth,  population,  and  magnificence, 
exceeded  every  other  part  in  its  zeal  for  liberty,  and  its 
joy  on  the  reftoration  of  its  favorite  minifter.  On  the 
morning  of  the  30th,  the  day  he  had  appointed  for  vifit- 
ing  the  metropolis,  numerous  detachments  of  infantry 
and  cavalry  were  Rationed  on  the  road  to  Verfailles  to 
meet  him*  He  arrived  in  a  coach  and  four,  with  M. 
St.  Prieft,  his  colleague,  who  had  participated  in  his 
principles,  and  in  his  difgrace*  At  half  paft  twelve  they 
reached  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  amidft  the  acclamations  of 
thoufands. — M.  Bailly  and  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette, 
with  the  reprefentatives  of  the  commune,  received  him 
in  the  great  hall  5  where  he  was  complimented  by  M. 
Bailly  in  a  ftrain  of  eloquence  in  which  dignity  was  hap- 
pily blended  with  fimplicity.  The  fpeech  of  M.  Neckar, 
in  reply,  was  diftinguiihed  by  that  pathetic  fweetnefs  of 
expreflion  which  marks  all  his  compofitions.  He  ex- 
prefted  his  gratitude  in  modeft  terms,  and  informed  them 
that  the  king  had  received  him  in  the  kindeft  manner, 
and  affured  him  of  his  entire  confidence.  He  obferved, 
however,  that  the  whole  welfare  of  the  ftate  was  now 
placed  in  their  hands,  and  in  thofe  of  the  national  af- 
fembly :  from  this  circumftance  he  took  occafion  moil 
earneftiy  to  recommend  the  re-eftablifhment  of  order 
and  government.  He  entreated  them,  in  the  name  of 
Heaven,  that  the  world  mould  hear  no  more  of  profcrip- 
tions ;  no  more  of  fuch  bloody  fcenes  as  had  fo  lately 
been  acled.  Fom  this  topic  he  pafTed  to  the  baron  de 
Bezenval,  to  whofe  merits,  in  his  ftation,  he  bore  ho- 
nourable teftimony ;  and  entreated,  in  the  moft  perfua- 
five  terms,  that  he  might  be  let  at  liberty.  Pie  even 
went  further,  and  infifted  on  a  general  amnefty,  as  the 
only  meafure  confident  with  their  honour,  and  with  the 
reftoration  of  liberty.     The   enthufiafm   of  humanity 
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communicated  itfelf  from  the  orator  to  all  his  auditors, 
and  an  amnefly  was  unanimaufly  decreed  by  the  gene- 
ral afiembly  of  the  electors  of  Paris. 

That  the  afTembly  of  electors  in  this  inflance  tranf- 
grefied  the  powers  vetted  in  them  cannot  be  doubted  ; 
and  unfortunately  too  many  were  interefled  both  in  the 
repeal  of  the  amnefly,  and  in  lowering  the  confequence 
of  the  elective  body,  to  permit  fuch  an  act  to  pais  with- 
out animadversion.  It  was  fcarcely  made  known  before 
the  fixty  diftrids  of  Paris  were  in  the  mod  violent  agita- 
tion. They  exclaimed,  that  the  electors,  delegated  for 
the  fole  purpofe  of  choofing  deputies  to  the  Mates-general, 
had  affumed  new  powers,  and  could  only  have  in  view 
the  perpetuating  of  their  own  authority.  They  had  in- 
deed, during  the  moments  of  popular  confufion,  fubmit- 
ted  to  the  orders  of  this  body,  becaufe  fome  adive  and 
directing  principle  was  then  wanting ;  but  the  prefent 
Mep  they  confidered  as  trenching  on  the  authority  of  the 
national  afTembly,  without  precedent,  without  excufe. 
The  enemies  of  the  minifter  eagerly  grafped  the  oppor- 
tunity to  leflon  him  in  the  public  efteem.  They  infmu- 
ated,  that  he  would  facrihee  the  public  welfare  to  his 
own  ambition  ;  and  that  he  wifhed  to  fave  the  baron  de 
Bezenval,  onlv  from  a  conviction  that  it  would  render 
him  particularly  agreeable  to  the  court :  that  the  whole 
of  the  confpirators  would  fpeedily  return  in  triumph,  in- 
Jblently  to  brave  the  refentment  of  the  nation,  and  to 
vent  their  cruelty  on  the  defenders  of  liberty.  Thefe 
Injurious  infmuations  were  unhappily  too  favourably  re- 
ceived ;  the  alarm-bells  were  founded,  the  Place  de 
Greve  re-echoed  with  frightful  menaces,  even  at  the 
precife  time  when  at  the  palais  Royal  the  return  of  M. 
Neckar  was  celebrated  with  concerts  and  illuminations.- 
The  electors,  alarmed,  immediately  iffued  a  Drociamati- 
on  explanatory  of  their  former  refolution,  which,  they 
aliened,  implied  no  aiiumption  of  judicial  authority  to 
comdemn  or  acquit  the  enemies  of  the  nation  ;  but  was 
to  be  underilood  limply  as  a  declaration  that  the  citizens 
from  that  day  would  punifh  no  man  but  according  to 
law.     They  difpatched  m©ffengers  at  the  fame  time  to 
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prevent  the  liberation  of  Bezenval ;  and  clofed  all  by  a 
formal  renunciation  of  the  powers  which,  theyfaid,  on- 
ly the  neceflities  of  the  times  had  compelled  them  to 
affume. 

Thefe  facts  were  no  fooner  communicated  to  the  na- 
tional arTembly,  than  they  produced  an  interefting  and 
important  debate  among  the  friends  of  liberty.  Some? 
in  particular  MerT.  Lally  Tolendal,  Mounier,  Clermont 
Tonnerre,  and  Garat  the  younger,  fupported  the  facred 
principle  of  civil  liberty,  that  no  perfon  ought  to  be  ar- 
retted without  a  pofitive  accuiation.  "  Let  us  not  be 
told,"  faid  they,  "  of  the  popular  clamours  :  if  a  mere 
fuipicion  be  called  a  popular  clamour,  what  citizen  can 
be  allured  for  a  moment  of  that  liberty  which  we  are 
feated  here  to  protect  *  ?" 

Meff.  Gleizen,  Robefpierre,  Mirabeau,  and  Barnave, 
replied : — That  the  prefent  queftion  was  not  relative  to 
the  general  principles  of  civil  liberty: — that  the  people 
had  a  right  to  arrett  a  man  who  had  publicly  appeared 
at  the  head  of  their  enemies,  and  who  fled  the  kingdom 
at  the  inftant  when  the  attemblv  announced  its  intend- 
on  of  profecuting  the  enemies  of  the  nation.  M.  Be- 
zenval, they  urged,  is  accufed  by  the  voice  of  the  pub- 
lic :- — if  he  is  innocent,  let  him  be  acquitted  ;  if  he  is 
guilty,  let  him  be  pumfhed.  The  object  at  prefent  is 
to  -preierve  him  from  the  fury  of  the  multitude,  to  de- 
clare him  under  the  fafeguard  of  the  law.  A  legal  pro- 
fecution  -only  can  prevent  popular  outrage. 

The  debate  concluded  in  a  refolution,  "  approving  of 
the  explanation  which  the  electors  had  given  of  their 
decree :  adding,  that  if  a  generous  nation  prohibited 
profcription,  it  was  Hill  the  duty  of  the  reprefentatives 
to  take  care  that  jufHce  fhould  be  duly  executed  ; — and 
that,  as  to  the  perfon  of  the  baron  de  Bezenval,  it  was 
to  remain  in  fecure  cuttody  near  the  place  where  he 
was  arretted,  he  being  from  that  time  under  the  fafe- 
guard of  the  law." 

*   It  would  have  been  happy   for  France  if  thefe  fentiments  had 
prevailed. 
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M.  de  Bezenval  had  been  in  the  mean  time  conduct- 
ed to  Brie-Comte-Robert,  where  he  was  committed  to 
the  caftle,  which  was  put  in  a  pofture  of  defence.  It 
was  fortunate  for  him,  that  the  courier  difpatched  by 
the  aifembly  to  prevent  his  being  brought  to  Paris  ufed 
extraordinary  diligence.  Thirty  thoufand  defperadoes 
waited  for  him  at  the  Greve,  where  a  gallows  and  a 
rope  were  made  ready  ;  and  every  thing  announced  the 
renewal  of  the  horrid  fcenes  which  had  fo  lately  been 
acted. 

Had  he  indeed  entered  the  city,  no  human  power 
could  have  faved  him. 

The  affair  of  M.  de  Bezenval  was  not  the  only  cir- 
cumftance  which  at  this  tumultuous  period  outraged  the 
fenfibility,  and  interrupted  the  proceedings  of  the  nati- 
onal affembly.  At  St.  Denis,  near  Paris,  a  moft  horrid 
murder  was  committed.  The  fieur  Chatel,  lieutenant 
to  the  mayor,  was  charged  with  the  diftribution  of  corn 
there ;  and  the  bread  which  the  bakers  offered  for  fale- 
not  proving  agreeable  to  the  mob,  a  riot  was  excited. — 
The  perfonal  enemies  of  M.  Chatel,  and  others  fufpect- 
ed  of  being  difaffected  to  the  new  order  of  things,  affi- 
duoufiy  mingled  in  the  mob.  After  a  vigorous  defence, 
this  unfortunate  gentleman  efcaped  to  the  belfry  of  the 
collegiate  church  ;  but  was  difcovered  by  a  child,  and 
purfued  immediately  by  the  multitude.  There  the  la- 
vages faftening  the  bell  ropes  round  his  neck,  and  draw- 
ing them  different  ways,  inhumanly  ftrangled  him  ;  and 
what  adds  to  the  atrocioumefs  of  the  crime  is,  that  he 
was  a  gentleman  of  known  worth,  and  of  great  humani- 
ty ;  a  friend  of  liberty,  and  the  patron  of  the  poor. 

It  is  fome  time  before  a  people  can  learn  to  be  fre^ 
At  Caen  in  Normandy,  disturbances  iimilar  to  thofe  in 
Paris  took  place  in  a  few  days  after  the  revolution, 
The  circumftance  which  gave  rife  to  thefe  fatal  broils, 
is  faid  to  be  as  follows  :  Some  foldiers  of  the  regiment 
of  Artois  came  either  by  accident  or  on  bufmefs  to 
Caen,  and  were  decorated  with  medals,  as  the  honour- 
able marks  of  their  devotion  to  the  caufe  of  liberty  and 
their  country.     Thefe  patriotic  foldiers,  who  were  un- 
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armed,  were  infulted  by  fome  dragoons  of  the  regiment 
of  Bourbon,  who,  after  an  unequal,  though  bloody 
combat,  robbed  them  of  their  medals.  The  wounded 
men  complained  to   the    citizens  ;  and  the  marquis  de 

*  (  .  s  Belzune,  who  was  major  ol  the  dragoons,  was  accufed 
^  *  of  having  excited  his  foidiers  to  this  attrocious  conduct 
The  people  immediately  had  recourfe  to  their  arms  ; 
the  municipal  officers,  as  well  as  thofe  of  the  regiment, 
exerted  themfelves  to  prevent  the  effufion  of  blood. 
M.  de  Belzune  proteded  his  innocence,  and  offered  to 
appear  at  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  where  he  would  render 
them  the  mod  convincing  proofs.  The  regiment,  how- 
ever, would  not  permit  him  to  proceed,  unlefs  they 
had  hoftages  for  his  fafe  return  ;  which  were  immedi- 
ately given.  The  unfortunate  major  bravely  delivered 
himfelf  into  the  hands  of  the  multitude  ;  and  the  nati-, 
onal  guard  furrounded  him,  with  a  view  of  conducing 
him  to  the  citadel,  where  he  might  be  in  fafety.  In  the 
mean  time  the  marquis  de  Harcourt,  commander  in 
chief  of  the  province,  ordered  the  regiment  out  of  the 
town;  and  tranquillity  appeared fo  completely  re-efta- 
bliihed,  that  the  hoftages  were  fet  at  liberty.  The  re- 
giment was  however  fcarcely  out  of  the  boundaries, 
than  the  infurreclion  rekindled  ;  the  mob  broke  in  up- 
on the  national  guard,  and  murdered  the  unfortunate 
marquis  de  Belzune,  with  every  circumftance  of  bar- 
barity. 

Strati mtfq%  The  city  of  Strafbourg  was  alfo  the  theatre  of  fome 
'bloody  fcenes.  This  city,  when  it  became  united  to 
France,  had  preferved  its  ancient  form  of  government, 
which  was  originally  democratic,  but  jia^jdegejiej^.ted 
jgi lenjjbly  (as  all  inditutions_Du rely_ demo cratic  gener- 
_allvjAall)iiit_ojm_^^  The  people,  therefore, 

"dilgult^a^^  of  the    magidracy,  had 

for  a  considerable  period  only  waited  an  opportunity 
to  revolt ;  and  the  news  of  the  taking  of  the  Badille 
excited  a  univerfal  ferment.  A  general  illumination 
took  place  on  the  night  of  the  20th  of  July  ;  and  thole 
houfes  which  did  not  follow  the  example,  had  the  win- 
dows prefently  demolished  by  the  populace. — The  city 
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continued  in  a  ilate  of  uproar  till  the  22J  ;  during 
which  time  the  magiftrates  had  pacified  the  more  re- 
fpeftable  citizens  ;  and  all  would  have  been  quiet,  had 
not  a  band  of  ruffians,  from  the  German  fide  of  the 
Rhine,  infinuated  themfelves  into  the  city  during  the 
troubles.  At  about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of 
the  2 2d,  the  Hotel  de  Ville  was  invaded  by  this  banditti, 
and  the  fucceeding  night  and  morning  the  city  was  on 
fire  in  feveral  places :  the  citizens,  however,  joining 
with  the  foldiery,  orders  were  at  length  given  to  charge 
the  mob,  many  of  whom  were  killed  by  the  foldiers, 
and  a  few  were  afterwards  executed  ;  the  greater  part 
of  whom  were  foreigners  from  the  other  fide  of  the 
river.  The  city,  however,  continued  a  kind  of  milita- 
ry difcipline  till  the  6th  of  Auguft,  wThen  another  riot 
enfued  from  the  intemperance  of  the  foldiers ;  but  was 
quieted  by  the  timely  interference  of  the  count  de  Ro- 
chambeau,  commander  in  chief  of  the  province. 

Hitherto,  in  the  midfl  of  thefe  difaflrous  events,  the 
afTembly  itfelf  preferved  a  degree  of  unanimity,  from  the 
time  when. the  orders  became  united,  which  gave  a 
force  and  dignity  to  all  its  proceedings.  The  latent 
feeds  of  difcord,  however,  germinated  within  its  con- 
ititution ;  and  the  firft  appearance  of  diforder  was  at 
the  time  when  a  fucceffor  was  to  be  chofen  to  the  duke 
de  Liancourt.  M.  Thouret,  a  celebrated  advocate  00^^^^ 
Rouen,  a  diftinguifhed  patriot,  and  a  mod  excellent 
citizen,  was  eleded  by  a  confiderable  majority  to  the 
prefident's  chair.  The  fcrutiny  was  no  fooner  declared, 
than  a  confiderable  party  exprerTed  the  ftrongeft  diffa- 
tisfadtion,  and,  it  is  faid,  even  proceeded  to  threats. 
M.  Thouret,  howTever,  had  the  magnanimity  and  pa* 
triotifm  to  decline  the  high  honour  that  awaited  him, 
and  M.  Chapellier,  one  of  the  deputies  of  Britany,  was^y^"^. 
elected  in  his  Head. 

The  alTembly  had  been  affiduoufly  employed  for  fome 
time  on  the  great  quellion  of  a  declaration  of  (he  na- 
tural rights  of  men  and  citizens ;  and  the  debates  upon 
this  fubjecl  were  full  of  ingenious  difquifition,  and  pro- 
found moral  and  political  fpeculation. — On  the  4th  of 
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Auguft,  however,  this  body  faw  the  object  of  its  deli- 
berations take  a  very  different  courfe  ;  and  inftead  of 
metaphyfical  difcuffion,  and  abftraet  reafoning,  it  was 
at  once  turned  to  decifive  meafures,  and  thofe  the  bold- 
eft  and  mod  interefting,  perhaps,  that  ever  diftinguifh- 
ed  the  proceedings  of  a  legiflative  affembly. 

The  committee  of  reports,  after  having  exhibited  an 
affecting  picture  of  the  public  and  private  calamities 
with  which  the  kingdom  was  convulfed,  propoled,  as 
a  means  of  remedying  thefe  evils,  "  that  the  affembly 
fhould  publifh  as  foon  as  poffible  a  folemn  declaration, 
Intimating  its  anxiety  and  concern  for  the  troubles 
which  agitated  the  provinces,  its  entire  difapprobation 
of  the  non-payment  of  taxes,  rents,  and  other  feudal 
incumbrances ;  and  declaring,  that  till  the  affembly 
had  parted  a  decree  upon  thefe  fubjects,  there  exifted 
no  motive  to  juftify  fuch  non-payment." 

Considerable  debates  fucceeded  upon  this  proportion, 
and  a  variety  of  projects  were  propofed  for  extricating 
the  nation  from  the  difficulties  and  troubles  in  which  it 
ft\njl[jn$  was  involved. — At  length  the  vifcount  de  Noailles  arofe 
to  point  out,  he  faid,  the  only  effectual  means  of  reftor- 
ing  peace.  "  We  are  called  upon,  faid  he,  to  quiet 
the  troubles,  and  quell  the  infurrections,  which  exifl 
in  the  country :  to  do  this,  we  muft  inquire  into  the 
caufe  of  thefe  troubles,  and  this  will  lead  us  to  the  pro- 
per remedy.  The  communities  have  made  a  demand 
upon  us ;  they  have  demanded  that  they  mould  be  re- 
leafed  from  the  chains  of  vaffalage,  and  that  the  feig- 
norial  oppreffions  mould  be  abolifhed  or  changed.  For 
three  months  the  communities  have  beheld  us  engaged 
in  verbal  difputes,  while  their  own  attention  and  their 
wifhes  are  directed  to  things :  they  are  acquainted  only 
with  two  claffes  of  people,  thofe  who  now  bear  arms  to 
affert  their  liberties,  and  thofe  higher  orders  whofe  in- 
tereft  it  is  to  oppofe  them. — What  is  the  confequence  ? 
They  are  armed  to  reclaim  their  rights,  and  they  fee 
no  profpect  of  obtaining  their  object  but  by  force. 
Thus  the  whole  kingdom  is  convulfed  ;  and  thus  there 
are  no  means  of  restoring  tranquillity,  but  by  convinc- 
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ing  the  people  that  we  are  in  earned  in  their  caufe,  and 
that  we  refill  them  only  where  it  is  manifeftly  for  their 
intereft  that  they  fhould  be  refilled. 

"  I  propofe,  therefore,  1.  That  the  committee  be  in- 
flrucled  to  propofe  a  declaration,  that  every  tax  (hall 
henceforward  be  levied  in  proportion  to  the  income  of 
each  individual.  2.  That  the  burdens  of  the  date  be 
equally  borne  by  every  member  of  the  ft  ate.  3.  That 
all  feudal  claims,  which  are  not  of  a  perfonal  nature, 
{hall  be  redeemable  on  a  fair  valuation.  4.  That  all 
the  claims  of  the  lord,  which  are  of  a  perfonal  nature, 
fuch  as  perfonal  fervice,  &c.  mall  ceafe  without  any 
ranfom." 

This  motion  was  highly  applauded,  and  was  feconded 
by  the  duke  d'Aiguillon  in  a  very  able  fpeech.  M.  ]ejt ]ujatltdttt 
Grand  eftabliihed  a  moft  accurate  didinction  between 
the  different  fpecies  of  feudal  rights.  "  They  are," 
faid  he,  ??  real,  perfonal,  or  mixed.  The  firft,  fuch  as 
mainmort e  or  vaffalage,  the  corvees  or  right  to  the  la- 
bour of  the  peafant,  &c.  are  vicious  in  their  origin,  con- 
trary to  the  imprefcriptible  rights  of  man,  and  confe- 
quently  fo  unjuft,  that  to  order  them  to  be  ranfomed 
would  be  an  act  deferving  of  the  fevered  cenfure. 
With  refpect  to  real  rights,  fuch  as  quit-rents,  rents, 
rents  in  kind,  &c.  they  mud  not  only  be  made  redeem- 
able, but  the  whole  of  fuch  claims  on  any  individual 
mud  be  corifolidated,  and  the  valuation  made  accor- 
dingly. Mixed  rights,  fuch  as  the  bannalites  (or  com- 
pulfion  to  bake  in  the  landlord's  oven,  upon  paying  a 
toll  out  of  the  flour),  as  they  partake  of  the  nature  of 
both  the  others,  ought  to  be  redeemed,  but  at  a  more 
moderate  ranfom  than  thofe  claims  which  are  actually 
real." 

M.  Guen  de  Kerengall  enumerated  feveral  abfurd  fpe-X^^  «*** 
cies  of  feudal  claims,  many  of  which  cannot  even  be 
named  without  offence  to  moded  ears.  By  the  feudal 
laws  of  fome  cantons,  the  vaffals  were  fubject  to  be  yo- 
ked to  the  carriage  of  the  lord,  like  beads  of  burden  ; 
in  fone  the  tenants  were  obliged  to  pafs  whole  nights 
in  beating  the  ponds,  that  his  red  might  not  be  diitur- 
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bed  by  the  croaking  of  frogs  ;  in  others  they  were  com* 
pelled  to  maintain  his  hounds :  but  the  moft  dreadful 
inftance  of  feudal  barbarifm,  was  a  law  (obfolete  in-= 
deed  for  ages)  which  authorized  the  lord,  in  certain 
diftri&s,  on  his  return  from  hunting,  to  rip  open  the 
bellies  of  two  of  his  vafTals,  that  he  might  foment  his 
feet  in  their  warm  bowels  by  way  of  refrefhment. 

In  fine,  the  motions  of  M.  de  Noailles  were  ap- 
proved unanimoufly ;  and  the  difinterefted  patriotism. 
of  the  aflembly  being  wound  up  to  the  higheft  pitch, 
they  were  followed  by  other  facrihces  truly  honourable 
to  the  members  of  the  privileged  orders,  ihe  firft  of 
thefe  was  the  total  abolition  tf  the  inferior  courts  of 
jujlice  eflablijhed  upon  feudal  principles  throughout  the 
kingdom,  and  which  were  in  every  refpedt  corrupt  and 
opprefiive. 
^foacmdt  ^-  Foucault  propofed  the  immediate  fuppreffion  cf  all 
places  and  emoluments  granted  by  the  court,  except 
thofe  which  were  the  due  rewards  of  merit  and  acluai 
fervices ;  and  this  motion  alfo  was  received  with  ap- 
plaufe. 

The  prefident  was  now  proceeding  to  put  thefe  mo- 
tions to  the  vote ;  but  he  flopped  himfelf  by  remark- 
ing— "  That  as  the  clergy  had  not  yet  had  an  oppor* 
tunity  of  declaring  their  fentiments,  he  mould  efteem 
himfelf  guilty  of  indecorum,  if  he  did  not  particular- 
ly requeft  their  opinions  upon  this  interetling  difcufii- 
on." — This  invitation  brought  up  the  bi(hop  of  Nancy, 
v/ho  requeued  in  the  name  of  the  clergy,  that  if  the 
ranfom  of  the  feudal  rights  Jhould  be  decreed,  it  might 
not  be  converted  to  the  profit  of  the  ecclcfiaflical  lords, 
but  might  be  appropriated  to  the    augmentation    of  poor 


Jifkncy 
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livings. 


*ctffcd.  The  bifhop  of  Chartres,  after  approving  the  facrifU 
ces  already  made,  recommended-  the  fuppreffion  of  the 
lame  laws. — He  reprefented  in  ftrong  terms  the  abfur- 
dity  of  thofe  impofitions  which  condemned  the  huf- 
bandman  to  be  the  patient  fpetlator  of  the  ravage  of 
his  fields,  and  expofed  him  to  fevere  punifhment  if  he 
prefumed  to  deflroy   thofe  animals  which  were  moil 
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detrimental  to  his  labours. — A  number  of  voices  from 
the  nobility  concurred  in  theft  fentiments,  and  de- 
manded a  renunciation  of  what  were  termed  the  rights 
of  the  chafe,  referving  only  to  the  proprietors  of  the 
land  the  right  of  fporting  within  their  own  dememes. 

The  acclamations  of  the  affembly  wrere  interrupted 
by  the  prehdent  de  S  Fargeau,  who  demanded  an  zyL-JkW7&uL 
planation  of  the  declarations  of  the  nobility  and  clergy- 
concerning  the  equalization  of  taxes.  "  We  have  given 
a  hope  to  the  people,"  faid  he ;  let  us  give  them  a  re- 
ality. Why  mould  we  delay  a  moment  to  perform 
what  all  the  inftruclions  from  the  different  orders  have 
conftituted  as  almofl:  the  firfl  of  our  labours  ?  I  propofe, 
that  not  only  for  the  laft  fix  months  of  the  year,  but 
from  the  very  commencement  of  it,  all  the  members 
of  the  privileged  claffes,  without  exception,  fupport 
their  proportional  part  of  the  public  impofts  ;  and  un- 
til this  affembly  mall  have  eflablifhed  the  principles  up- 
on which  taxes  (hall  in  future  be  paid,  I  am  of  opinion 
the  adjuftment  of  the  proportion  mould  be  left  to  the 
difcretion  of  the  provincial  affemblies,  the  affemblies 
of  the  departments,  &c." 

Thefe  renunciations  were  followed  by  thofe  of  the 
exclufive  right  of  rabbit  warrens ,  and  of  fijheries.  3VL 
de  Riche  propofed  to  abolifh  the  file  of  offices ;  and 
the  count  de  Vifieux  recommended  the  demolition  of 
dove-cotes,  which  trifling  as  the  evil  may  appear  to  us, 
were  from  their  numbers  a  ferious  grievance  to  the 
peafantry  of  France.  The  cure  of  Souppes  offered,  in 
the  name  of  his  brethren,  the  relinciuiihrnent  of  cam- 
aides,  and  all  fees  exacted  from  the  poor.  This  gene- 
rous declaration  was  followed  by  that  of  feveral  digni- 
taries of  the  church,  who  Mated,  that,  agreeably  to 
the  fpirit  of  the  cannons,  they  were  determined  to  li- 
mit themfelves  to  the  poffefiion  of  a  fugle  benefice.  M. 
Duport  embraced  this  opportunity  to  compliment  the 
inferior  clergy,  and  to  propofe  an  augmentation  of  their 
flip  ends. 

After  confirming  thefe  propofals   by   a  vote  of  the 
affembly,  the  bufmefs  of  reform  appeared  almofl  ex^ 
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haulled,  when  the  deputies  of   thofe  provinces  whicrj: 
enjoyed  peculiar  privileges,  came  forward  to  lay    their 
charters  and  their  franchises  at  the  feet  of  the  national 
^  reprefentatives.     Dauphine,  which  v/as  always  forward 
'  to   facrifice  its  advantages  to  the  welfare  of  the  nation, 
was  the  firfl  to  teftify  its   acquiescence   on   the  prefent 
occafion.     The  marquis  de  Blazons  called  the  attention 
cf  the  aifembiy  to  the  refoiution  which  his  province  had 
paffed.at  Vizille,    to  renounce  its  peculiar  privileges. 
Tie  exprefled  his  wifh  that  ail  the  other  provinces  would 
imitate  this  example,  and   declare  themielves  Satisfied 
with  the  name  and  privileges  of  French   citizens.     He 
j:  y+f         had  fcarcelv  fpokenTvhen   the   deputies    of   Britany, 
wnich  had  always  been   the  rival  or  Dauphine  in  pa- 
triotifm,  prefiad  round  the  table  to  make  a  fimilar  fa- 
crifice.    The  impatience  of  the  reprefentatives  of  Pro- 
tfiwiyuJi-    vence  and  Forcalquier  fcarcely  fullered  them  to  wait 
till  thofe  of  Britany  had  made  their  patriotic  declarati- 
on ;  and  they  were  followed  by  the  deputation  of   Bur- 
(Jj,Ufaa>r*cL  gundy,  Languedoc,  and  by  the  reprefentatives  of   Pa- 
\X^  jis,  Lyons,  Marfeilies,  Bourdeaux,  Strafbourg,  &c. 

A  number  of  motions  of  lefs  importance  fucceeded; 
rmd   the  fuppreilion  of  deport,    vacate   annates,    and 
pluralities   was    immediately  decreed.     The    duke   de 
Liancourt  propofed  that  a  medal  fhould  be  ftruck  off  in 
commemoration  of  this  unparalled  feilion,    and  that  a 
folemn  Te  Deem  fhould  be  performed.     On  the  reign- 
tl  <ffrre/rd^&  monarch  the  auguft  title  of  Restorer  of  Gal- 
»/>/>'  AlTf-1*\Q  Liberty  was   conferred  by  a  decree,  and  a-depu- 
r?  taiion  appointed  to  wait  upon  his  majelty,  reipectiuily 

to  inform  him  of  thefe  tranfaciions. 

It  is  evident  that  thefe  facrifices,  difinterefted  as  they 
were,  could  not  be  generally  acceptable.  1  he  great 
body  of  ihe  nobility  and  clergy  were  difpofed  to  deny 
fRe  power  of  their  reprefentatives,  who,  they  afferted, 
L'dd  voted  away  what  was  not  their  own.  That  they  mould 
not  have  had  more  weight  with  the  people,  is  more 
lufprifimg  ;  but  the  fpirit  of  anarchy  and  licentioufnefs 
was  excited,  and  could  not  eafily  fubfide.  In  ibine 
places,  the  decrees  cf  the-  aflembly  feeined  to  be  made 
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the  excufe  for  new  diforders — The  game  in  particular 
was  made  a  common  prey ;  and,  in  the  purfuit,  even 
the  extreme  necefiities  of  the  kingdom  were  difregard 
ed,  as  the  (landing  corn  was  trodden  down  and  de- 
(Iroyed.  But  the  great  caufe  of  confufion  was  the  in- 
creafmg  fcarcity  of  bread,  which  feerned  to  render  the 
populace  defperate,  and  totally  regardlefs  of  order. 
Some  convoys  of  bread  and  provifions  were  (lopped 
on  the  road  to  Paris ;  and  two  electors  of  that  city, 
who  were  employed  at  Provence  in  purchafing  fupplies 
for  the  metropolis,  were  arretted  on  the  fufpicion  of 
being  monopclifls,  and  narrowly  efcaped  with  their 
lives. 

On  the  7th  of  Auguft  the  new  rninifters,  the  keep- 
er of  the  feals,  the  marfhal  Bauvau,  the  count  de  Mont- 
morih,  the  count  de'la  Luzerne,  M.  Neckar,  the  count 
-de  St.  Prieft,  the  archbiihop  of  Vienne,  and  the  count 
dela  Tour  du  Pin;  were  introduced  at  their  requeft  to 
the  affembly  ;  and  the  archbiihop  of  Bourdeaux,  the 
keeper  of  the  feals,  drew  a  mod  lamentable  picture  of 
the  diforders  which  prevailed  throughout  the  kingdom. 
He  was  followed  by  M.  Neckar,  who  reprefented,  in 
ftrong  terms,  the  miferable  ftate  of  the  public  treafury, 
which  on  his  entrance  into  office  was  found  to  contain 
only  four  hundred  thoufand  livres,  chiefly  in  notes  of 
the  caiffe  d'efcompte.  He  added,  that  the  deficit  be- 
tween the  income  and  the  expenceo  was  enormous ; 
and  that  fuch  had  been  the  funis  which  the  king  had 
been  obliged  to  irTue  for  the  purchafe  of  grain,  and  for 
the  fupport  of  the  poor,  and  fuch  the  deficiency  created 
by  the  non-payment  of  taxes,  that  no  refource  remain- 
ed but  to  raiie  a  loan  of  thirty  millions  to  fatisfy  the 
engagements  and  inevitable  expences  of  the  (late  for 
two  months,  by  which  time  he  prefumed  that  conside- 
rable progrefs  would  be  made  in  the  ellablilhing  of  a 
conititution  This  loan  he  propofed  at  five  per  cent. 
But  the  propofal  was  remitted  to  the  confideration  of 
the  committee  of  finance  ;  which  prefuming  too  far 
upon  the  patriotifm  of  the  people,  retrenched  the  terms 
of  the  loan  of  all  thofe  little  advantages  which  the  mi- 
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nifter  had  annexed  to  it,  in  order  to  induce  the  money- 
ed people  to  iubfcribe,  and  reduced  the  intereft  to  four 
and  a  half*.  In  the  debates  which  took  place  upon  the 
propcfals  of  the  minifter,  there  appears  reafon  to  fuf- 
pect  that  the  count  de  Mirabeay  was  instigated  by  a  per- 
ional  pppofition  to  M.  Neckar ;  and  it  was  certainly 
owing  to  his  influence  in  the  arTemhly  that  the  plan  of 
the  minifter  was  not  adopted.  The  coniequence  was, 
that  in  three  weeks  not  more  than  two  million  fix  hun- 
dred thoufand  livres  were  fuhfcribed  to  the  loan,  and 
the  project  utterly  failed.  In  order  therefore  to  procure 
a  fupply  of  forty  millions,  another  fcheme  was  offered 
by  M.  Neckar,  and  adopted  by  the  atfembly,  which 
was,  to  iblicit  a  loan  of  eighty  millions  at  five  per  cent, 
one  half  of  which  might  be  paid  in  ftock  ;  but  the  af- 
fembly  had  loft  the  favourable  opportunity,  and,  by  the 
impediments  which  they  threw  in  the  way  of  M.  Neck- 
ar's  firft  project,  had  unfettled  the  faith  of  the  moneyed 
intereft  in  the  new  government. 

in  the  mean  time  the  tumultuous  ftate  of  the  nation 
obliged  the  legislature  to  pafs  a  decree,  recommending 
to  the  municipalities  to  be  vigilant  for  the  public  fafety, 
and  rigoroufly  to  prqfec\ite  all  who  mould  be  found  ex- 
citing public  alarms  or  difturbances.  The  decrees  of 
the  4th  of  Auguft  aifo  had  been  fent  to  a  committee, 
which  was  appointed  for  the  purpofe  of  reducing  them 
into  the  form  of  a  law;  and  from  the  5th  to  the  11th 
the  different  articles  were  debated.  Molt  of  thofe  which 
refpecled  the  feudal  claims  were  confirmed  with  little 
variation  ;  but  the  committee  confsdering  tithes  as  a 
fpecies  of  feudal  tax  levied  on  the  land,  had  inferted 
them  in  the  decree  as  redeemable  like  the  other  feudal 
auciiments.  To  this  conftruclion  the  clergy  ftrongly 
objected,  and  alledged  that  it  confounded  two  things 
eifentially    different,    the  feudal  tithes  and  thofe  which 

*  This  was  one  of  the  fuft  errors  of  the  affembly — Tt  will  be  cu- 
rious to  attend  to  the  gradations  by  which  France  has  been  ruined  ; 
they  ail  originated  in  that  fatal  diftruit  of  the_exccutive  power,  which 

•V^c^t.    fkt-yt   ;v<\\  ie(j  t]lem  to  counteract,  next  to  difgrace  rainiiters,  and  at  latt  to 

dr^   6-1U  U<M  dethrone  the  monarch  himfelf. 
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were  purely  ecclefiaftical,  which  laft  conftituted  a  fpe- 
,  of  private  property,  not  at  the  difpofal  of  the  na- 
tion. The  necemties  of  the  (late,  on  the  other  hand, 
had  for  fome  time  induced  the  popular  party  to  look 
upon  the  wealth  of  the  church  as  the  laft  reiource  for 
the  replenifhment  of  an  exhaufred  treafury ;  and  with 
this  view  the  propofal  of  the  committee  was  ftrenuoufly 
fupported  by  Meflrs  Chafiel,  Mirabeau,  &c.  The  ab- 
be Sieves  was  the  ableft  defender  of  the  rights  of  the  fiey*~S, 
clergy.  With  great  logical  precinon  and  accurate  in- 
formation, he  evinced  that  the  tithes  were  not  a  tax 
impofed  by  the  nation,  but  a  rent-charge  laid  upon  their 
eitates  by  the  original  proprietors  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  church  ;  rhat  the  actual  proprietors  had  purcha- 
fed  their  eitates  fubject  to  this  rent-charge  ;  and  that 
the  legislature  had  no  authority  to  transfer  this,  which 
was  a  real  property,  from  the  hands  of  the  clergy  to  the 
landholders,  who  had  no  legitimate  nor  apparent  claim 
to  it. — "  If  you  wifh  to  be  free,"  added  he,  "  begin  by 
being  juft."  The  neceffities  of  the  nation,  however, 
conftituted  a  plea  on  the  orher  fide,  which  was  not  to 
be  refilled*;  and  on  the  morning  after  this  debate,  fif- 
teen cures  fent  to  the  aflembly  an  act,  by  which  they 
voluntarily  resigned  into  the  hands  of  the  nation  the 
whole  of  their  ecclefiaftical  rights,  and  declared  that 
they  were  content  to  rely  on  the  juftice  of  that  body  for 
an  equitable  provifion.  This  act  of  patriotifm  was  re- 
ceived with  the  loudefi  burft  of  applaufe ;  and,  as  if 
by  a  hidden  emotion,  all  the  parochial  clergy  in  the 
aflembly  ftepped  forward  to  the  table  to  make  the  fame 
facrifice.  The  archbiOiop  of  Paris  next  declared,  "  that, 
in  the  name  of  his  brethren,  he  begged  leave  to  place 
the  whole  of  their  tithes  under  the  difcretion  of  the  re- 
prefentatives  of  the  nation — claiming  only  for  them- 
felves  enough  to  fupport  the  decency  and  dignity  of 
public  worihip,  and  to  enable  them  to  adminifter  to  the 

*  This  was  the  fecond  great  error  of  the  affembly.  To  alien- 
ate the  affections  of  fo  important  a  body  as  the  clergy,  in  this  ear- 
ly ftage  of  the  Revolution,  was  no  lefs  impolitic  than  the  caufe  was 

unjuft. 
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relief  of  the  poor." — c:  Such  is  the  wifh  of  all  the  cler- 
gy," exclaimed  the  cardinal  de  la  Rochefoucault  \  "  we 
place  our  confidence  in  rhe  nation." 

The  decree  which  abolifhed  the  feudal  fyflem,  and 
the  exclufive  privileges  of  hunting,  fiming,  &c.  and 
which  laid  all  offices  and  dignities  open  to  every  citizen 
without  diftinction  of  birth  ;  which  declared  that  the 
tithes  fhould  be  commuted  for  by  a  certain  flipend  ; 
which  prohibited  the  fale  of  offices,  the  payment  of  fees 
to  the  clergy  on  cafualties,  and  all  payments  to  the  fee 
of  Rome ;  which  annihilated  the  feudal  jurifdictions, 
pluralities,  penfions,  and  the  particular  privileges  of 
thofe  provinces  which  were  called  pays  d'etats,  was 
finally  pafTed  on  the  13th  of  Auguft,  and  accepted  by 
the  king. 

Tacitus  has  fomewhere  lamented,  that  the  fcenes 
which  his  duty  compelled  him  to  record,  wanted  that 
interefl  and  variety  which  decorated  the  more  flourifh- 
ing  periods  of  the  republic,  and  complains  that  his  An- 
nals contain  little  more  than  details  of  bloodfhed  and 
a HaiTi nations.  In  this  refped  the  hiftorian  of  anarchy 
will   find  himfelf  in  a  fimilar  predicament  with  the  an- 

J 

nalifl  of  defpotifm  ;  and  the  neceffity  of  recurring  fo 
frequently  to  the  odious  topic  of  popular  commotion 
and  phrenzy,  may  perhaps  be  fuppofed  to  (land  in 
need  of  an  apology.  The  truth  is,  the  kingdom  of 
France,  at  the  period  we  are  defcribing,  was  dediture 
of  regular  government.  The  executive  power,  which 
is  fupported  only  by  public  opinion,  was  feized  with  a 
kind  of  political  paralyfis  ;  it  was  neither  capable  of 
retraining  the  public  impetuofity,  nor  of  directing  its 
motions.  The  whole  kingdom  was  in  agitation,  and 
the  flighted  rumour  was  fufficient  to  produce  a  pa- 
roxyfm  of  popular  delufion  and  madnefe.  The  metro- 
polis was  however  agitated  beyond  every  other  part ; 
it  was  the  centre  of  political  difcumon,  and  the  theatre 
where  thofe  who  were  difafTected  to  the  new  order  of 
things  could  put  in  action  their  artifices  writh  mof_fafe- 
ty  and  with  moil  effect  The  calamities  which  the 
people  had  fo  lately  efcaped,  and  the  malevolence  and 
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well-known  perfidy  of  their  enemies,  had  generated  in 
them  habits  of  fufpicion  ;  and  the  acts  of  bloodfhed  in- 
to which  they  had  been  betrayed,  had  familiarized  them 
with  cruelty. 

In  this  (late  of  things,  we  are  not  to  wonder  if  wre 
fee  the  populace  on  the  point  of  facrificing  one  of  their 
freft  friends,  and  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  weeks  demand- 
ing clamoroufly  the  life  of  him  whom  they  had  chofen 
for  their  general.  Thus,  while  the  affembly  were  en- 
gaged in  performing  the  moil  important  fervices  to  the 
people,  the  inhabitants  of  Paris  wTere  endeavouring  to 
dip  their  hands  in  the  blood  of  a  man  (the  marquis  de 
la  Salle ),  who,  though  one  of  the  fir  ft  of  the  nobles, 
had  deferted  the  caufe  of  his  order  from  an  affection  for 
the  people.  On  the  5th  of  Auguft,  about  nine  in  the 
evening,  a  boat  was  difcovered  on  the  river,  rowed  by 
three  men,  and  was  flopped  by  the  inhabitants  of  Port 
St.  Paul :  it  was  found  loaded  with  ammunition  from 
the  arfenal  ;  and  this  difcovery  was  no  fooner  made, 
than  a  general  alarm  was  excited.  The  boatmen  were 
examined,  and  M.  de  la  VoiiTiere  and  fome  other  per- 
fons  who  had  the  cuflody  of  the  powder,  &c.  were  fent 
for,  who  produced  an  order  figned  "  Ue  la  Salle,  act- 
ing for  the  M.  de  la  Fayette."— It  was  in  vain  that  it 
was  reprefented  to  the  mob,  that  this  powder  was  pGU- 
dre  de  traite,  that  is,  of  an  inferior  quality,  fuch  as  is 
fent  to  Guinea,  which  was  tranfporting  from  the  arfe- 
nal only  to  be  changed  for  better.  The  mob  immedi- 
ately exclaimed,  it  is  poudre  de  traitre!  and  clamoured 
for  vengeance.  M.  de  la  Salle  had  been  dining  in  the 
country,  and  in  the  evening  had  returned  to  the  Hotel 
de  Ville,  where  he  was  no  fooner  arrived  than  he  found 
upwards  of  forty  thoufand  people  demanding  his  life* 
Learning  by  accident  the  caufe  of  the  tumult,  he  hady 
however,  the  good  fortune  to  retreat  without  being  dif- 
covered. 

During  this  time  a  mifcreant  had  mounted  the  lamp- 
poft,  with  a  new  rope  in  his  hand,  where  he  is  laid 
to  have  remained  for  not  lefs  than  three  quarters  of  an 
hour,  while  a  crew  of  banditti  broke  into  the  Hotel  de 
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Ville,  and  afcerided  even  into  the  dock,  in  quefl  of  the? 
marquis  de  la  Salle.  The  coolne  :  and  ferenity  of  the 
'ffiau  tAt  ftarqiils  de  la  Fayette  appeared  tc  mcreafe  with  the  tu- 
mult  and  the  danger.  In  the  mean  time  he  had  given* 
fecret  orders,  and  had  arranged  every  thing  for  the  pub- 
lic fafety  by  the  agency  of  a  faithful  ferjeant.  At 
length,  when  he  was  fatisfied  that  every  thing  was  right* 
he  fuddenly  arofe,  and  addreffing  himfelf  to  the  com- 
mittee who  had  fat  with  him  the  whole  evening,  he 
faid— -"  You  are  fatigued,  gentlemen,  and  I  am  fatigued 
alfo — let  us  retire  ;  the  Greve  is  completely  free  ;  and 
J  give  you  my  word,  that  Paris  was  never  in  a  more 
perfect  ftate  of  tranquillity."  On  looking  out  of  the 
windows,  nothing  was  to  be  feen  of  the  mob  who  had 
fo  lately  filled  the  fquare  ;  it  was  entirely  occupied  by 
foldiers  of  the  national  guard,  drawn  up  in  mod  excel* 
lent  order,  who  had  been  gradually  introduced  by  the 
marquis,  and  by  this  means  without  tumult  or  trouble 
expelled  their  opponents. 

The  refloration  of  tranquillity  and  order  was  an  ob- 
ject of  the  fifft  importance  with  the  friends  of  liberty* 
and  it  was  evident,  that  to  place  the  municipal  govern- 
ments under  proper  regulation  was  the  only  method  of 
effecting  this  defired  end.  As  Paris  alfo  was  not  only 
the  firft  in  importance,  but  the  mod  expofed  to  the 
diiafiers  of  anarchy,  to  put  a  flop  to  the  disorders  of 
the  capital  was  a  matter  of  the  mod  urgent  necefiity  ;: 
this  could  only  be  done  by  giving  the  citizens  an  in- 
tereft  in  the  fupport  of  good  government  ;  and  by  con- 
ferring on  thofe  who  had  property  to  defend,  functions 
and  authority  adequate  to  this  purpofe ;  by  eftablifhing 
a  regular  chain  of  fubordination,  and  enabling  each 
peribn  to  comprehend  his  proper  duties  as  a  public  mam 
A  temporary  plan  of  municipal  regulation  was  therefore 
devifed  by  M.  Bailly  for  the  metropolis,  which  was  to 
exift  only  till  the  ailembly  had  perfected  that,  more  en- 
larged fcheme  by  which  the  whole  of  the  kingdom  was 
to  be  regulated.  As  this  plan  was  only  temporary,  it 
is  unnecelfary  to  enter  into  any  detail  concerning  it.  It 
is  fufficient  to  fay,    that  the  number  of  the  reprefenta- 
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tjves  of  the  didnets  were  augmented  to  three  hundred; 
that  a  committee  of  fubfiftence  was  eftablifhed,  which 
delivered  the  city  from  the  horrors  of  famine  ;  and 
that  a  lieutenant  of  the  mayor  wacs  appointed  in  every 
diitricr,  who  contributed  greatly  to  prefcrve  the  har- 
mony of  government,  and  to  facilitate  the  execution  of 
every  meaiure  for  the  prefervation  of  the  public  tran- 
quillity. 

Another  operation  no  lefs  important  was  the  organi- 
zation of  the  national  guard  in  Paris.  The  plan  of  M* 
de  la  Fayette  for  this  purpofe  was  hmple  but  excellent. 
The  Parilian  infantry  was  limited  to  thirty  one  thou- 
fand  men,  of  whom  one  thoufand  were  officers  ;  fix 
thoufand  were  paid  as  foldiers,  and  the  other  twenty- 
four  thoufand  confided  entirely  of  the  citizens  without 
pay.  The  city  of  Paris  was  apportioned  into  fix  mili- 
tary divinons  ;  a  commandant  was  created  for  each  ; 
and  to  each  didricl  a  battalion  was  appointed,  compo- 
fed  of  five  companies  of  one  hundred  men  each  :  in 
thofe  battalions,  one  company  confided  of  regular  fol- 
diers, or  the  old  French  guards,  and  was  termed  the 
centre  company.  The  didricls  elecled  their  military 
officers.  The  choice  of  each  of  the  fix  commandants 
was  referred  fo  an  electoral  adembly  of  the  divifion, 
compofed  of  reprefentatives  of  the  didricls.  The  right 
of  electing  a  commander  in  chief  was  veded  in  the  dis- 
tricts at  large,  who  appointed  a  major  and  lieutenant- 
general.  To  thefe  important  pods  the  marquis  de  la 
Fayette  promoted  M.  Gouvion,  who  had  been  his  col- 
league and  companion  when  he  fought  for  American 
liberty ;  and  M.  jane,  who  had  been  didinguifhed  in 
Holland  by  his  attachment  to  the  patriotic  party. 

After  having  fatisfied  the  immediate  demands  of  the 
nation,  by  the  abolition  of  the  feudal  abfurdities,  the 
national  afiembly  returned  to  its  great  work,  a  declara- 
tion of  the  rights  of  man.  Among  the  many  fchemes 
or  fyftems  which  were  prefented  to  the  affembly  on  this 
occadon,  three  principally  arreded  their  attention ; 
thofe  of  M.  de  la  Fayette,  of  the  abbe  Sieyes,  and  of 
M.  Mourner.     The   firfh    of  thefe,  in  its  clearnefs  and 

Vol.  I.  P 
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fimplicity,  greatly  refembled  the  celebrated   American 
declaration :    that    of  the   abbe   Sieves    embraced  the 
whole  fabric  of  man,  and  pointed   out  his  rights  and 
his  duties  in  the  various  departments  of  focial  life  ;  it 
was,  however,  too  complex  and  profound  to  be  adopt- 
ed as  a  kind  of  popular  catechifm  :  that  of  M.  Mounier 
was  not  quite  fo  plain  and  fimple  as  that  of  the    mar- 
quis de  la  Fayette,  and   was  yet    lefs  complex  than  the 
other.     It  was,  however,  neither  fufficiently  clear  and 
decifive  in  its  principles,  nor  precife  in  its  phrafeology  ; 
and  the  alTembly,  after  long  debates,,  referred  the  mat- 
ter to  a  committee  of  five  members.     M.  Mirabeau  pro- 
pofed,  that  the  declaration  of  rights  might  ferve  as  a 
kind  of  preface  or  introduction  to  the  fyftem  of  the 
conilitution.      After  long  debates    upon    the  fubjedt, 
however,  it  was  agreed,  that  the  declaration  of  rights 
mould  be  immediately  publifhed  ;  and  on  the  20th  of 
Augufl  that  form  was   adopted,  which  afterwards   ap- 
peared at  the  head  of  the  new  confiitiuion. 

It  would  be  at  once  ufelefs  and  unintereiling  to  enter 
into  a  minute  detail  of  the  circumflances  under  which 
the  feveral  articles  of  the  French  conftitution  were  voted, 
or  of  the  debates  which  they  occafioned.  The  day  after 
the  declaration  of  rights  was  decreed,  fix  articles  chiefly 
relating  to  the  nature  of  the  monarchy,  collected  literal- 
ly from  the  inPiructions,  were  read  in  the  ailembly,  and 
were  upon  the  point  of  being  collectively  palled ;  but 
M.  Pethion,  whofe  antimonarchial  prejudices  have  been 
fo  injurious  to  his  country,  entered  upon  a  long  decla- 
mation on  tliQ  fubjecl,  and  infilled  on  the  rafhnefs  of  pall- 
ing a  number  of  articles  without  a  fpecific  examination. 
After  a  debate  of  fome  length,  it  appeared  that  the  great 
object  of  difcuflion  would  be  the  Share  which  fhould  be 
allowed  to  the  monarch  in  the  legislative  authority.  It 
was  therefore  determined  previoufly  to  inveftigate  this 
iingle  point,  whether  a  law  could  be  enacted  by  the 
mere  authority  of  the  legiflative  body,  without  the 
fanction  of  the  king,  or  what  we  term  in  England  the 
royal  ajjhit  ?  The  latin  word  veto,  which  had  been  in 
trfe  in  Poland  on  fimilar  occafions,  was  adopted  in  the 
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debates  to  exprefs  the  negative  of  the  king  ;  and  on  the 
fubject  of  this  negative  three  opinions  were  prevalent 
in  the  national  affembly. 

Me(I.  Mourner,  Lally  Tolendal,  Treillard,  d'An- 
traigues,  de  Mirabeau,  and  de  Liancourt,  fupnorted 
the  abfolute  veto  of  the  king.  Two  powers,  they  ob- 
ferved,  exilled  in  the  body  politic ;  the  power  oi  will- 
ing or  decreeing,  and  that  of  acting.  By  the  rirft  a 
ibciety  eftablifhed  the  rules  of  its  own  conduct,  and  by 
the  fecond  thefe  rules  were  carried  into  execution  and 
effect.  Both  of  thefe  powers  are  equally  neceffary ; 
and  if  on  the  one  part  it  is  effential  to  liberty  that  the 
legiflative  mould  be  fecured  from  the  executive  power, 
fo  it  is  no  lefs  neceffary  to  fupport  this  lad  agaim't  the 
ufurpations  of  the  other ;  this  could  only  be  effected  by 
inverting  the  chief  magiftrate  with  an  authority  to  ex- 
amine the  acts  of  the  legiflative  body,  and  to  refuie  to 
endow  them  with  the  facred  character  of  laws. 

If  the  whole  collective  body  of  the  people  were  ca- 
pable of  expreffing  their  will  in  direct  terms,  it  would 
be  abfurd  to  fubject  laws  fo  enacted  to  a  royal  functi- 
on ;  but  in  a  reprefentative  government,  where  the  de- 
puties might  be  chofen  more  from  circumitances  of  for- 
tune and  fituation  than  from  perfonal  virtue  and  merit, 
and  where  it  is  poinble  that  the  majority  of  them  mi  ;ht 
unite  in  oppolition  to  the  general  good,  it  is  rs  :ceflarj 
to  counteract  fuch  an  aristocracy  by  the  prerogative  of 
a  monarch.  Hence  an  alliance  between  the  crown  and 
the  people,  againft  every  fpecies  of  ariftocracy,  is  cre- 
ated by  their  refpective  interefts  and  their  fears.  If, 
for  initance,  the  prince  is  poffeiled  of  no  negative^ 
what  fhall  hinder  the  representatives  from  pairing-  an 
act  for  perpetuating  their  own  authority,  like  the  fa- 
mous long  parliament  of  England  ?  What  (hall  prevent 
them  from  invading  all  the  functions  of  the  executive 
power,  as  well  as  the  rights  of  the  people  ?  There  are 
only  two  cafes  in  which  a  monarch  can  be  fuppofed  to 
refufe  his  affent :  iff,  where  he  conceives  the  law  in 
<]ueftion  to  be  oppofite  to  the  real  interefts  of  the  peo- 
ple.; or  2diy,  where,  deceived  by  his   minifters,  he  is 


i2o  HISTORY  OF  THE 

induced  to  refill  a  law  which  is  injurious  to  their  per- 
ianal intereits.  In  the  firli  cafe  the  prerogative  will  be 
beneficially  exercifed  ;  in  the  fecond,  the  law  will  be  on-, 
ly  fulpended  :  for  it  is  impofnhie  that  a  limited  mon- 
arch mould  Jonor  refill  the  wiihes  of  the  whole  nation. 
In  fa  61,  his  veto,  however  abfolute,  can  be'no  more  at 
any  time  than  an  appeal  from  the  legiilat ure  to  the  peo- 
ple at  large. 

Such  were  the  arguments  with  which  theaimod  irre- 
fidable  eloquence  of  Mirabeau,  in  particular,  defended 
the  abfolute  veto  :  they  were,  however,  combated  with 
fome  energy  by  the  oppofite  partv.  It  is  effentially  ne- 
ceflary,  laid  they,  to  preferve  diilincl:  the  two  depart- 
ments of  govemsnent,  the  legillaiive  and  the  executive 
powers  ;  nor  is  there  any  thing  in  the  proper  and  na- 
tural functions  of  a  king?,  which  makes  it  neceilary  to 
conftitute  him  as  an  efifential  integrant  branch  of  the 
legislature.  It  is  difficult  to  draw  the  line  between  the 
right  of  (lopping  proceedings,  and  the  right  of  acliom 
The  right  oi  [lopping  proceedings  in  the  hands  of  the 
executive  power,  would  be  to  make  it  fuperior  to  the 
majority  of  the  ieciiilature :  it  would  be  a  lettre  de 
cachet  againft  the  iur/reme  will  of  the  nation. 
-  A  fufpenfive  veto,  or  an  appeal  to  the  will  of  the  na- 
tion, it  was  urged,  would  be  attended  with  worfe  con- 
fequences  than  even  the  abfolute  negative  :  it  would 
change  the  very  nature  of  the  government,  and  convert 
it  into  a  pure  democracy,  inftead  of  a  representative 
government.  What  an  appeal  would  it  be,  to  twenty- 
fix  millions  of  people,  of  whom  nine-tenths  are  de(H- 
tute  of  initruclion,  and  incapable  of  underftanding  the 
complex  nature  of  political  queftions  ?  But  it  is  pretend- 
ed that  the  Iegi.Oai.ive  power  may  one  day  encroach  upon 
the  executive  ;  as  if  a  power  deilitute  of  arms,  could 
contend  with  a  power  which  has  continually  arms  in 
its  hands ;  as  if  an  ailembly  of  1200  men,  neceffarily 
divided  by  their  private  interefts,  and  inverted  with  a 
tranfient  authority,  were  likely  to  invade  fuccefsfully 
the  perpetual  and  hereditary  depofitory  of  the  whole 
public  force.      Confult    hiilory,   and   you   will    find 
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throughout  every  page  the  legiilature  of  free  nations 
employed,  not  in  ufurping  the  executive  power,  but  in 
reftraining  it.  Doubtlefs  a  good  king  will  confuir  the 
general  with  of  the  nation  ;  but  a  violent  and  obilinate 
king  will  expofe,  in  defending  his  prerogative,  both 
his  crown  and  his  life. 

It-  was  in  thefe  terms  that  MerT.  Garat  junior,  de 
Landine,  Sales,  Beaumetz,  and  others,  attacked  the 
royal  negative.  A  very  (mall  party  pleaded  for  a  fuf- 
penfive  veto  ;  but  as  both  the  great  parties  agreed  in 
rejecting  it,  every  plan  of  mediation  appeared  at  firft 
improbable.  In  the  courfe,  however,  of  the  difcufiion, 
new  lights  were  reflected  upon  the  fubjeet,  and  inclined 
both  parties  at  length  to  this  middle  path  : 

It  was  acknowledged  that  the  great  fountain  of  the 
executive  power  could  not,  without   fome  danger,  be 
deorived  of  this  prerogative  ;  nor  could  it  be  unlimited* 
]y    ailigned    to   the  monarch,  without  the  apprehenfi- 
on  of  a  danger    ftill  fuperior.       The   decifions    of  a 
legiilative   body    are  certainly    not  infallible,    and  in 
fome  inftances  may  be  oppofite  even  to  the  will  of  the 
nation  in  general :  in  that  cafe,  therefore,  there  fhould 
exift  fome  counterpoife   to  their  action  ;  and   though 
it  might  be  dangerous  and  impolitic  to  make  the  king  a 
conftituent  part  of  the  legiilature,  yet  the  power  of  fuf- 
pending  a  law  is  not  an  act  of  legiilatkm.     An  actual 
appeal  to  the  people  at  large  would  be  impracticable,  if 
not  unconftitutional.     When  France  adopted  the   re- 
presentative form  of  government,  it  virtually  abolifhed 
mandatory   inftructions    from   the    condiments :    fup- 
pofing  then  the  national  aifembly  to  be  changed  at  cer- 
tain periods  by  new  elections,  no  great  inconvenience 
could  arife  from  inverting  the  monarch  with  a  power  of 
fufpending,  for  a  certain  number  of  fucceflive  legifla- 
tures,  any  law  that  might  appear  to  him  contrary  to  the 
welfare  of  the  (late.     It  was  added,  would  not  this  fuf- 
penfive  veto,  en  the  other   hand,  place  the  reprefenta- 
tives  and  the  king  in  a  ftate  of  emulation  extremely  con- 
ducive to  the  general  good?     Would  not  the  deputies 
of  the  nation  become  more  circumfpecc,  in  not  prefent- 
ing  for  the  royal  fanction  laws  which  the  king  might  re- 
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jecl  with  applaufe  ?  And  would  not  the  monarch  be 
cautious  of  fufpending  laws,  fo  good  in  themfelves  as  to 
fecure  their  enaction  in  fucceffive  legiflatures  ? 

The  difcuffion  of  this  important  queftion  was  not  con- 
fined to  the  affembly.  The  city  of  Paris  moil  illegally 
and  improperly  prefumed  to  dictate  on  this  occafion,  and 
afforded  a  melancholy  omen  of  that  horrid  and  unconfti- 
tutional  interference  by  which  the  government  was  af- 
terwards to  be  outraged  :  the  populace  threatened  again 
to  relapfe  into  all  their  former  violence ;  and  even  a  lift  was 
fhewn  in  which  a  number  of  members  belonging  to  the 
affembly  itfelf  were  marked  for  deftrucHon.  Rennes 
and  Dinan  alfo  formally  protefted  againft  the  veto  in 
the  moft  violent  terms.  In  the  mean  time  a  memoire 
was  fent  from  M.  Neckar  to  the  affembly  on  this  fubjecl, 
in  which,  by  a  number  of  very  fenfible  arguments,  he 
enforced  the  adoption  of  the  fufpenfive  veto,  limiting  its 
effects  to  two  legiflatures:  but  the  majority,  confifting 
of  the  mofl  violent  of  both  parties,  on  the  plea  of  pro- 
hibiting all  minifterial  influence,  would  not  permit  the 
memoire  to  be  read.  It  was,  however,  made  public  in 
a  few  days,  and  is  fuppofed  to  have  had  confiderable 
weight  with  the  people  at  lead,  if  not  with  the  affembly. 
It  was  therefore  at  length  determined,  "  that  the  king 
ihould  have  the  power  of  fufpending  any  decree  for  two 
fucceffive  legiflatures ;  but  that  if  a  third  Ihould  perfift 
in  enacting  it,  in  that  cafe  it  was  to  have  the  force  of  a 
law  without  the  royal  fanction." 

While  the  affembly  remained  undetermined  on  the 
important  queftion  of  the  royal  veto  (for  it  was  in  agita- 
tion from  the  latter  end  of  Auguft  to  the  14th  of  Sep- 
tember), other  fubjects  of  government  not  lefs  intereft- 
ing  prefented  themfelves  for  difcuffion.  The  firft  of 
thefe  regarded  the  permanence  of  a  national  affembly ;  in 
plain  terms,  whether  there  mould  always  exift  an  affem- 
bly ready  to  be  convoked  upon  any  occafion,  like  the 
parliament  of  England  ;  or  whether  it  mould  only  meet 
periodically,  and  be  virtually  diffolved  on  the  clofe  of  the 
feffion.  On  this  topic  there  was  little  room  for  diffent,  and 
it  was  carried  in  favour  of  a  permanent  affembly  with 
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only  three  diffenting  voices.  On  the  next  topic  of  dif- 
curfion  there  was  lefs  unanimity.  M.  Lally  Tolendal,  in 
the  name  of  the  committee  of  conflitution,  propofed 
that  the  legiflature  mould  confift  of  two  chambers,  a 
lower  and  an  upper  houfe.  In  the  original  draft  which 
the  reporter  exhibited  as  an  improvement  on  the  Englifh 
conflitution,  the  fenate  or  upper  houfe  was  to  be  corn- 
poied  of  members  chofen  for  life ;  but  M.  Mounier 
thought  that  this  high  dignity  ought  to  be  conferred 
only  for  feven  years. 

This  propofed  organization  was  univerfally  difap- 
proved  by  the  people.  It  was  evidently  founded  on  the 
fuppofed  balance  of  powers  in  the  Englifh  conflitution* 
But  the  popular  party  confidered  it  as  an  afylum  for  the 
old  ariflocracy,  and  (to  ufe  the  phrafeology  of  a  wri- 
ter of  this  party)  as  the  cradle  of  a  new  one  :  nay,  even 
the  partifans  of  the  feudal  fyflem  oppofed  the  creation 
of  a  new  dignity,  which  was  to  be  raifed  in  functi- 
on and  authority  above  the  ancient  nobility  of  the 
realm. 

On  the  difcufiion  of  the  fubjecl  in  the  afTembly,  the 
Englifh  government  was  treated  with  all  due  refpecl ; 
but  M.  Rabaut  de  St.  Etienne  obferved,  that  the  efta- 
blifhment  of  an  upper  houfe  there,  was  not  originally 
with  any  view  of  retraining  the  exceffes  of  popular 
counfels,  but  was  fimply  a  treaty  of  accommodation  ; 
a  capitulation  between  the  arrogance  of  the  great  and 
the  ipirit  of  liberty  in  the  people.  "  It  is,"  faid  he, 
"  one  of  the  feudal  relics,  and  we  have  agreed  to  de- 
ftroy  that  pernicious  fyflem." 

The  very  nature  of  things,  it  was  urged,  is  adverfe 
to  every  diviiion  of  the  legiflative  authority.  The  na- 
tion which  is  reprefented  is  one^  the  reprefentative  body 
ought  to  be  one  alio.  The  will  of  the  nation,  of  which 
the  afTembly  is  the  organ,  is  indivifible,  and  fo  ought 
to  be  the  voice  which  pronounces  it. — Again,  if  the 
two  chambers  have  not  refpeclively  a  veto  upon  the  acls 
of  each  other,  there  is  no  object  in  dividing  them :  if 
each  of  them  poiTeiles  this  veto,  in  forae  cafes  they  will 
be  reduced  to  perfect  inaction.     If  the  fenators  are  ap- 
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pointed  for  life,  they  will  naturally  be  on  the  fide  of 
the  monarch,  who  may  gratify  their  avarice  by  places 
and  penfioiis,  and  amine  their  ambition  by  ipiendid 
expectations  and  promifes :  a  fenate  for  life  then  would 
be  no  more  than  an  additional  force  added  to  the  exe- 
cutive power. 

The  remainder  of  the  debate  was  interruped  and  tu- 
JxncirtS  multuous.  The  bishop  of  Langres,  who  was  pi eiident, 
and  a  decided  friend  to  the  meamre  of  two  chambers, 
quitted  the  chair,  which  was  taken  by  the  count  de 
Clermont  Tonnerre  ;  and  when  the  fuffrages  were  col* 
lecced,  though  more  than  one  thoufand  voted,  only 
eighty-nine  were  in  favour  of  an  upper  houle. 

In  the  difcuilion  of  the  veto  two  other  fubjecls  alfo 
had  been  involved  ;  namely,  the  duration  cf  the  legif- 
latlve  body,  and  the  mode  to  be  purfued  in  re-electing 
ihe  deputies.  On  the  f\rii  of  thefe  topics  two  evils  were 
to  be  avoided  ;  an  existence  too  fhorf,  which  afforded 
nofcope.for  experience,  nor  for  the  difplay  of  talents, 
and  which  would  neceffarily  render  the  operations  of 
the  legiilature  verfatile  and  incondant ;  and  a  protract- 
ed duration,  which  might  open  a  way  to  corruption, 
and  generate  the  efprk  de  corps.  The  term  of  two 
years  was  adopted*,  as  the  medium  between  the  ex- 
treme points  of  an  annual  afiemhiy  and  the  dangerous 
pofTefTion  of  authority  for  a  more  extended  period. 
The  fame  reafons  induced  the  affernbiy  to  prefer  the 
eieclion  of  new  members  entirely  to  each  Icviflainre,  rather 
than  a  partial  re-eiecllon  ;  fmce  they  conceived,  that 
whatever  the  new  members  might  want  in  experience 
they  would  compenfate  in  diligence  and  zeal ;  that  it 
might  be  a  means  of  extending  the  political  knowledge 
and  ability  of  the  fuperior  dalles ;  and,  in  fine,  as  it 
appeared  the  only  effectual  mode  of  utterly  excluding 
the  evils  of  faction  and  venality.  This,  however,  in 
the  conclufion,  though  it  did  honour  to  their  intenti- 
ons, proved  the  molt  fatal  of  all  the  ialfe  fieps  taken 
by  the  conftituent  affenibly,  and  was  ailuredly  the  caufe 

*  A  term  of  three  years  would  have   been  preferable   for    many 
reafons. 
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of  the  difTolution  of  that  conftitution  which  they  had 
cflabliihed. 

The  aflembly  decreed  with  an  unanimous  voice  of 
acclamation,  lhat  the  per/on  of  the  king  is  inviolable; 
that  the  throne  is  indi-vifibie  ;  that  the  crown  is  heredita- 
ry in  the  males  of  the  reigning  family,  according  to 
the  order  of  primogeniture,  to  the  perpetual  exclufion 
of  females 

The  unanimity  on  thefe  queftions  was  nearly  de- 
ffcroyed,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  affembly  interrupt- 
ed, by  the  artful  introduction  of  a  moil  imprudent  to- 
pic. The  only  hope  of  the  difafTected  party  nowreited 
on  the  probability  of  involving  the  nation  in  a  difpute 
or  conteft  with  fome  foreign  power ;  and  a  fair  oppor- 
tunity was  offered  when  the  motion  for  regulating  the 
fucceflion  came  under  confideration  It  was  then  pro- 
pofed,  that  the  affembly  mould  decide  whether  the 
Spanifh  branch  of  the  Bourbon  family  were  legally 
excluded  by  the  renunciation  which  Philip  V.  had  a- 
greed  to  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht.  No  queftion  could 
be  more  impertinent  or  irrelevant  in  its  object  than  this; 
and  the  neceflary  confequence  of  a  decifion  mull  have 
been,  on  the  one  hand  to  diiguft  the  court  of  Spain, 
or  on  the  other  to  eive  occafion  to  the  calumniators  of 
the  new  legiflature  to  aflert  that  they  paid  no  regard  to 
the  facred  nature  of  treaties.  From  this  dilemma  they 
were  happily  relieved,  after  three  days  debate,  by  an 
amendment  proposed  by  M.  Target,  which  difavowed 
the  intention  of  extending  the  fpirit  of  the  laft  of  the 
above  articles  to  the  prejudging  cf  the  effect  of  renun- 
ciations by  treaty. 

The  decrees  of  the  4th  of  Auguft  had,  as  we  have 
already  flated,  been  fent  to  the  king;  and  on  the  12th 
of  September  a  decree  was  palled  preffing  the  neceflity 
of  their  promulgation.  On  the  1 8th  a  letter  was  re- 
ceived from  his  majefty,  approving  in  general  terms  of 
the  fpirit  of  the  decrees,  but  dating  fome  objections 
againil  particular  articles,  efpecialiy  the  abolition  of 
thofe  rents  which  had  been  originally  founded  in  per- 
fonal  fervice,  but  which  were  to  the  prefent  proprietors 

Vol.  I.  (^ 
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a  fpecies  of  actual  property ;  and  alfo  remarking,  that 
fome  difficulty  would  attend  the  abolition  of  tithes; 
and  that  there  appeared  feme  danger  of  offending  the* 
German  princes  who  had  poifeifions  in  Alface,  which 
were  fecured  to  them  by  treaty.  To  theie  articles 
therefore  he  propofed  to  give  only  a  conditional  aifent, 
with  a  promife  of  modifying  or  even  renouncing  his 
opinions,  if  convinced  by  the  obfervations  of  the  na- 
tional allembly. 

Neither  the  people  nor  the  affembly  were  fatisfied 
with  this  letter  of  the  king.  It  was  faid  that  thefe  de-< 
crecs  were  fent  to  the  executive  power,  not  for  his 
affent,  but  for  the  purpofe  of  promulgation  merely  ; 
that  they  were  principles  rather  than  laws,  and  that  the 
fanclicn  of  the  executive  power  was  not  ntcevTary  to 
the  confecration  of  principles ;  but  that  the  obfervati- 
ons of  his  majefty  would  come  properly  under  confi- 
deration  when  theie  articles  were  to  be  reduced  into  the 
form  of  laws.  On  the  motion  of  M.  Chappelier, 
therefore,  it  was  refolved,  ^  That  the  prefident  mould 
wait  on  the  king  to  entreat  him,  that  he  would  imme- 
diately order  the  promulgation  of  the  decrees  of  the 
4th  of  Aug  nit  and  the  following  days  ;  alluring  his 
majefty  that  the  national  allembly  would  pay  the  mod: 
reipectiul  attention  to  the  obfervations  which  he  had 
been  pleaied  to  communicate."  The  king  immediately 
acceded  to  the  wilhes  of  the  ledfiature,  and  on  the  20th 
pf  September  fanctioned  the  decrees. 

Amidii  this  general  profpecl  of  a  happy  eftablifli- 
ment  of  rational  liberty,  the  derangement  of  the  finan- 
ces feemed  to  oppoi'e  an  invincible  obftacle  to  the  pa- 
triotic labours  of  the  friends  of  the  people.  The  pro- 
pofed loan  of  eighty  millions  had  failed  ;  loans  in  ge- 
neral were  decried  ;  and  the  current  fpecieof  the  king- 
dom was  transferred  to  diftant  countries.  Nothing, 
however,  could  diicourage  the  confidence  which  the 
citizens  repofed  in  their  representatives  :  the  pecuniary 
difficulties  v.  men  embarrailed  the  government  were  no 
fooner  knowsj  than  a  number  of  difmterefied  expedi- 
ents were  projecled  for  relieving  them.     The  wives  and 
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daughters  of  the  opulent  inhabitants  of  Paris  appeared 
at  the  bar  of  the  afiembiy,  and,  after  the  example  of 
live  Roman  ladies,  offered  their  jewels  and  their  orna- 
ments of  value  on  the  altar  of  the  public.  1  he  whole 
kingdom  was  at  once  actuated  by  a  general  enthufiafm  ; 
infancy  facrirked  its  toys  ;  old  age  its  comforts  ;  opu- 
lence prefented  the  tribute  of  its  wealth  ;  and  poverty 
itlelf  confecrated  to  i(s  country  a  part  of  its  fubfiflcnce. 
The  king,  whofe  benevolence  has  never  been  queftion- 
ed,  however  imprudently  he  may  have  acted  in  fome 
difficult  circumftances,  and  under  improper  influence, 
voluntarily  fent  his  rich  fervices  of  plate  to  the  mint, 
though  the  afiembiy  entreated  him  in  the  ftrongeft 
terms  to  revoke  the  refblution. 

The  necefiities  of  the  (late,  however,  were  too  confi- 
derable  to  be  materially  relieved  by  thefe  patriotic  do- 
nations ;  and  they  were  found  fcarcely  fufficient  to  an- 
swer the  current  expences.  M.  Neckar  was  the  only 
perfon  who  did  not  defpair.  He  had  the  courage  to  re- 
prefent  to  the  afiembiy  the  calamitous  fituation  of  the 
republic,  and  the  means  of  alleviating  it.  He  (hewed, 
that  by  certain  reductions  in  the  public  expence,  by 
different  projects  of  ceconcrny,  by  an  equalization  of 
the  taxes,  the  mod  reafonable  hopes  might  be  enter- 
tained refpecling  the  future  reftoration  of  credit,  and 
re-eftablifhment  of  the  finances ;  and,  in  order  to  obvi- 
ate the  prefent  embarraffments,  propofed  that  a  contri- 
bution jhould  be  demanded  from  every  citizen^  eqitiva- 
lent  to  a  quarter  of  his  nett  income,  to  be  collected  in  the 
fpace  of  fifteen  months,  agreeably  to  the  folemn  decla- 
ration of  the  refpeetive  contributors.  The  afiembiy 
were  terrified  at  the  boidnefs  of  the  project ;  but  the 
count  de  Mirabeau,  who  poflibly  repented  of  the  fhare 
he  had  taken  in  defeating  the  former  project  of  the 
minifter,  now  exerted  the  full  force  of  his  irrefiftible 
talents  in  his  favour.  He  proved  that  the  exigencies 
of  the  ft  ate  required  an  immediate  f apply  ;  and  that  it 
was  impofiible  to  fubilitute  a  new  fcheme  of  finance  in 
the  place  of  that  propofed  by  M.  Neckar,  or  even  to 
examine  that  which  he  had  fubffiitfed   to  them  ;  fince 
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to  go  through  the  very  figures  which  the  ftatement 
contained  would  require  a  period  of  not  lefs  than  three 
entire  months  He  urged  the  neceflity  of  confidence  in 
fuch  a  conjuncture  ;  a  confidence  which  he  obferved 
the  former  conduct  of  the  minifler  entirely  warranted  ; 
and  which  ought  now  to  be  accorded  to  him,  even 
though  his  plan  might  not  be  the  bed  that  human  in- 
genuity could  devife,  becaufe  there  was  no  other  before 
them  which  they  could  adopt.  The  afTembly  upon 
thefe  reafons  accepted  the  plan  of  M.  Neckar  ;  and  on 
the  i  ft  of  October  he  prefented  it  in  its  perfect  form, 
and  with  it  his  own  contribution,  which  amounted  to 
ioo,ooo  livres. 

Though  the  fcheme  however  was  accepted  in  ge- 
neral, the  execution  of  it  in  detail  appeared  to  be  at- 
tended with  fome  difficulties  ;  the  principal  of  which 
was,  that  all  the  cahkrs  or  inftru&ions  had  prohibited 
the  impofing  of  any  taxes  till  the  conflitution  fhould  be 
eftabliflied.  In  this  cafe,  however,  the  necefTities  of  the 
flate  rendered  a  Uriel  compliance  with  the  iiiftructions- 
impoflible ;  but  as  a  pledge  to  the  public,  that  the  af- 
fembly  were  not  inattentive  to  the  will  of  their  confti- 
tuents,  feveral  of  the  patriotic  members  propofed,  that 
the  king  mould  be  requeiied  to  accept  that  part  of  the 
conflitution  which  was  already  determined,  previous  to 
presenting  frirn  with  the  decree  concerning  this  extraor- 
dinary impoit.  M.  Mirabeau,  happily  combining  the 
different  views  upon  this  fubjecl,  propofed  to  make  the 
firfl  part  of  M.  Neckar's  plan  the  preamble  to  the  de- 
cree, in  order  that  the  profpect,  of  relief  might  be  as 
confpicuous  as  the  demand.  His  plan  was  therefore  a- 
dopted,  notwithstanding  the  clamours  of  oppofition  \ 
?nd  the  decree,  along  with  the  declaration  of  rights, 
was  in  this  ftate  prefented  to  she  king. 

The  events  which  follow,  are  by  the  candid  of  all 
p:  •  ti  ;s  ii lowed  to  be  itiii  enveloped  in  an  almoft  impe- 
ne  i  le  cloud  of  rayftety.  The  demedraftG  writers  af- 
fert,  that  a  plot  was  concerted  of  immenfe  extent  for  the 
total  ruin  of  the  liberties  of  France  ;  the  principal  ar- 
ticles of  which  were — That  the  king  was  to  be  tranf- 
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ported  voluntarily,  or  involuntarily,  to  Metz  ;  where 
the  royal  ftandard  was  to  be  erected  ;  where  all  the 
ancient  inftruments  of  defpotifm,  the  minifters,  gene- 
rals, and  parliaments  were  to  be  aflembled,  and  to  iflue 
manifeftoes  againd  the  reprefentatives  of  the  nation — 
That  a  fubicription  was  actually  opened,  by  thoi'e  who 
termed  themfelves  the  king's  party,  for  the  exprefs  pur- 
pofe  of  carrying  on  a  civil  war — That  both  the  capital 
and  Verfailles  were  once  more  to  be  inverted  with  a 
powerful  army  -  and  that  the  national  afTembly  was  to 
be  forcibly  diflblved.  Thefe  alfertions  undoubtedly  re- 
ceive fome  countenance  from  the  fragment  of  a  letter 
from  the  count  d'Edaing  to  the  queen,  in  which  he 
mentions  fuch  rumours  having  reached  his  ears,  and  in 
which  he  earneftly  difTuades  her  from  becoming  a  par- 
ty in  fo  raih  a  meafure.  The  court  party,  on  the  other 
hand,  throw  the  blame  upon  their  adverfaries,  and  af- 
firm that  the  whole  was  a  preconcerted  plan  of  the  po- 
pular leaders  to  force  the  king  and  the  afTembly  to  re- 
fide  within  the  walls  of  Paris. 

All  however  that  is  known  with  certainty  refpecling 
the  circumftances  which  conduced  to  the  commotion  at 
Verfailles  is,  that  the  minds  of  the  two  great  parties 
which  had  already  begun  to  afTume  the  factious  epithets 
of  democratic  and  ariftocratic^  were  at  this  period  infla- 
med to  a  mod  extravagant  pitch  of  refentment,  and 
difpofed  to  fufpect  each  other  of  the  mod  atrocious  de- 
figns  ;  that  the  declaration  of  rights  and  the  fir  ft  arti- 
cles of  the  conftitution  had  remained  for  fome  days  in 
the  hands  of  the  king,  who  had  delayed  to  give  them 
the  expected  fanction  ;  that  the  clamours  of  the  ar'fto- 
cratic  party  were  louder  than  ever  ;  that  every  mode 
was  eflayed  to  work  upon  the  companion  and  the  loy- 
alty of  the  nation ;  that  the  king  was  reprefented  as 
dethroned,  and  reduced  to  the  mod  abject  date  of  fla ve- 
ry ;  and  that  fome  of  the  dependants  of  the  court,  in 
the  plenitude  of  their  zeal,  were  heard  to  boaft  "  that 
a  few  days  would  redore  affairs  to  their  ancient  fitua- 
tion,  and  that  the  king  and  his  minifters  would  relume 
their  power."     It  is  well  known    on    the  other  hand, 
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that  the  old  French  guards,  who  compofed,  as  we  h$V& 
already  feen,  the  centre  company  in  each  battalion  of 
the  city  militia,  and  who  had  been  accuftomed  to  the 
honour  of  guarding  the  king's  perfon,  faw  with  a  moil 
jealous  eye  that  important  trufl  committed  to  the  body 
guard  and  the  militia  of  Verfailles.  It  is  not  improba- 
ble too,  that  the  more  ardent  of  the  patriotic  party 
might  entertain  fufpicions,  that  the  fovereign  might  one 
day  effect  an  efcape  from  the  unguarded  palace  of  Ver- 
failles to  put  himfelf  into  the  hands  of  their  enemies, 
and  might  fecretly  wi(h  to  fee  him  lodged  in  the  centre 
of  a  city  devoted  to  their  interefts,  and  from  which  there 
was  but  little  probability  of  retreat* 

An  incident  which  occurred  at  Verfailles  (which 
Stamps  the  conduct  of  the  court  with  at  lead  the  ftigma 
of  imprudence,  and  which  evinced  that  they  were  not 
without  hopes  that,  as  the  revolution  was  in  a  great 
rneafure  effected  by  the  change  which  was  produced  in 
the  minds  of  the  foldiery,  a  fi milar  change  might  ope- 
rate in  their  favour)  contributed  to  blow  the  glowing 
embers  into  an  open  flame.  The  count  d'Efiaing,  who 
commanded  the  national  guard  of  Verfailles,  either  in- 
fluenced by  the  courts  or  jealous  of  the  inclination 
which  the  French  guards  had  manifeiled  to  partake 
in  the  honour  of  guarding  their  monarch,  requeited  an 
additional  regiment  to  afTift  him  in  preferving  tranquil- 
lity and  order  at  the  palace  ;  and  the  regiment  of 
Flanders  dragoons  was  accordingly  ordered  for  this 
fervice.  On  the  ift  of  October  an  entertainment  (the 
firfl  that  was  ever  given  in  public  at  Verfailles  by  that 
body)  was  given  by  the  gardes  du-corps,  or  king's  body 
guard,  to  the  officers  of  the  regiment  of  Flanders  ;  and 
to  augment  the  unpopularity  of  the  circumftan.ee,  it  was 
given  in  the  royal  faioon.  Several  of  the  ofrlcers  of  the 
national  guard,  with  others  of  the  military,  were  invi- 
ted. At  the  fecond  ccurie,  four  toafts  were  given  : 
€C  The  king,  and  the  queen,  the  dauphin,  and  the  royal 
family/'  "  The  nation1 '  was  propofed,  but,  according 
to  a  number  of  witneifes,  exprefsly  rejected  by  the 
gardes  -du-  corps* 
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The  king  was  juft  returned  from  hunting  ;  and  the 
jwaeen,  having  been  informed  of  the  gaiety  of  the  fcene, 
perfuaded  his  majefty  to  accompany  her  with  the  heir 
apparent  to  the  ialoon,  which  was  now  filled  with  iol- 
diers—  the  grenadiers  of  Flanders  and  the  Swifs  chaf- 
feurs  having  been  admitted  to  the  deffert.  The  queen 
appeared  with  the  dauphin  in  her  arms,  affectionate  as 
(he  was  lovely,  and  carried  the  royal  infant  through  the 
faloon,  amidft  the  acclamations  and  murmurs  of  the 
fpecfators.  Fired  with  enthufiafm  the  foldiers  drank 
che  health  of  the  king,  the  queen,  and  the  dauphin, 
with  their  fwords  drawn  ;  and  the  royal  guefts  bowed 
refpeclfully,  and  retired. 

The  entertainment,  which  had  hitherto  been  conduct- 
ed with  fome  degree  or  order,  now  became  a  fcene  of 
entire  confufion.  Nothing  was  omitted  to  inflame  the 
pafTions  of  the  military.  The  mufic  played  the  favour- 
ite air — "  O  Richard,  O  my  king,  the  world  abandons 
thee  ;"  the  ladies  of  the  court  diftributed  white  cockades, 
the  antipatriot  emign  ;  and  even  fome  of  the  national 
guard,  it  is  faid,  had  the  weaknefs  to  accep  them.  In 
the  height  of  this  political  banquet,  it  is  aim  tried,  and 
there  is  indeed  little  caufe  to  doubt  it,  that  many  ex- 
prefiions  of  marked  difrefpecl  towards  the  aflembly  and 
the  nation  efcaped  from  the  officers  of  the  gardes-du- 
corps,  and  others  of  the  military  :  this  however  might 
eafily  have  happened  in  fuch  circumftances,  without  the 
lead  premeditation  or  evil  defign. 

During  thefe  traniactions  the  city  of  Paris  was  af- 
flicted with  all  the  evils  of  famine.  '  Either  no  bread 
was  to  be  obtained,  or  bread  of  fo  bad  a  quality,  that 
the  populace,  always  miftruftful  and  fulpicious,  were 
not  without  their  alarms  of  a  criminal  defign  upon  the 
lives,  or  at  leaft  the  health,  of  the  inhabitants.  Such 
was  the  date  of  things  when  the  news  arrived  of  the 
fatal  banquet  at  Verfailles.  The  circumftances,  which 
we  have  related,  were  ftrangely  magnified  ;  and  all  the 
fufpicions  which  were  entertained  refpecling  the  defign 
of  diffolving  the  aflembly,  and  carrying  off  the  fove- 
I'ejgn,  were  added  in  exaggeration.     At  the  fame  time 
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the  mutual  refentment  of  the  contending  parties  hour- 
ly augmented ;  and  the  imprudent  conduct  of  the  mi- 
nority expofed  them  to  every  infult.     White  and  black 
cockades  were  worn  as  fignals  of  defiance.     They  were 
torn    out  of  the  hats  of  the  wearers  by  the  mob ;  but 
fuch  was  the  enthufiafm  of  one  of  thefe  votaries  of 
party,     that  he  is  faid  to  have  picked  up  from  the 
ground  this  relic  of  loyalty,  to  have  kified  it  refpecl- 
fully,  and  attempted  to   replace   it  in  his  hat      Every  • 
meafure  that  could  be  taken  by  the  three  hundred  di- 
rectors of  the  municipality  to  prevent  the  fpreading  of 
the  infurrection    was    taken — in    vain!    Early  on  the 
morning  of  the  memorable  5th  of  October,  a  woman 
fallied  out  from  the  quarter  of  St.  Euflacia,  and  enter- 
ing the  corps-de-garde,  and    feizing  a  drum,  paraded 
the  adjacent  ilreets  beating  an  alarm,  and  exciting  the 
people  by  clamours   refpeding  the  fcarcity  of  bread. 
She  was  foon  joined  by  a  very  numerous   mob,  chiefly 
of  women,  and  repaired  immediately  to  the  Hotel    de 
Ville.     A  few  of  the  committee  of  the  commune  were 
affembJed  ;  and  M.  Gouvion,  at  the  head  of  the   nati- 
onal guard,    endeavoured    to  prevent  their  entrance : 
but  the  foldiers,  fwayed  either  by  gallantry,  humanity, 
or  difaffeclion,  gave  way,  and  permitted  them  to  pais. 
Some  of  the  women,  who  by  their  air  and  manner  ap- 
peared of  a  fuperior  clafs,  entered  with  good   humour 
into  converfation  with  the  committee,  and  pleaded  elo- 
quently the  caufe  of  their  companions,  who  under  va- 
rious circumftances  of  mifery  came    to    afk  for   relief. 
But  the  greater  number,  both  by  their  appearance  and 
their  conduct,  fhewed  that  they  were  collected   from 
the   lowefl  rank  of   indigence  and  depravity.      "With 
horrid  imprecations  they  demanded  bread  and  arms ; 
they  exclaimed  with  violence  againft  the  pufillanimity 
of  the  men,  and  threatened  the  lives  of  the  whole  com- 
mittee, and  particularly  of  M.  Bailly   and  the  marquis 
de  la  Fayette.     Others    penetrated    the  magazine  of 
arms  ;  and  a  third  troop  afcended  the    belfry,  where 
they  attempted  to  ftrangle  the  abbe  Lefevre.     In  one 
of  the  halls  two  furies  endeavoured  to  fet  lire  to  the 
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public  papers,  but  were  happily  prevented  by  Stanifla- 

us  Maillard,  who  had  rendered  himfelf  fo  famous  avrffr^UarcL 

the  taking  of  the  Baftille. 

This  young  patriot,  finding  all  endeavours  to  refill: 
the  fury  of  the  mob  in  vain,  employed  a  new  flratageni 
to  preferve  his  country.     He  applied  to  the  command- 
ing officer  for  his  authority ;    and  having  obtained  it, 
he  proceeded  down  the  flairs    of  the  Hotel  de  Ville$ 
which  were  filled  with  women,    and  feizing  a  drum, 
which  lay  at  the  door,  he  offered  to  put  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  the  infurgents,  the  univerfal  clamour  of  whom 
was  to  proceed  to  Verfailles.     By  an  unanimous  fhout 
of  applaufe  Maillard  was  chofen  captain  of  this   turbu- 
lent troop  ;  and  by  his  authority  the  afiembly  was   ad- 
journed to  the  Champs  Elifees.     When  arrived  at  this 
general  rendezvous  their  numbers  amounted  to  upwards 
of  eight  thoufand ;  and  their  firir.  meafure  was  to   fur- 
round  their  chief,  and  to  infill  upon  his  leading  them 
to  the  arfenal  to  equip  themfelves  completely  with  arms. 
Fortunately  he  had  authority  enough  to  make  himfelf 
heard,  and  to  convince  them  that  the  arms  had  been 
removed  from  the  arfenal ;  and  he  had  even  fufficient 
addrefs  to  engage  them  to  lay  afide   the  weapons    with 
which  they  had  provided  themfelves,    by  reprefenting 
to  them,  that  fince  their  object  was  to  fupplicate   the 
arTembly  for  fuftice  and  for  bread,  they  would  operate 
more  forcibly  on  the  companion  of  that  body,    by  ap- 
pearing as  diftrefTed  petitioners,  than  with  arms  in  their 
hands.     They  departed  for  Verfailles  about  noon,  pre- 
ceded   by  a  company  of  armed  men,  and  guarded  in 
the  rear  by  the  volunteers  of  the  Baftille,  whom  Mail- 
lard had  prepared  for  that  purpofe. 

Unfortunately  the  fanaticism  of  the  moment  was 
communicated  to  the  grenadiers.  '1  hey  not  only  de- 
clared,  "  that  they  could  not  turn  their  bayonets  a- 
gainft  the  poor  women  who  came  to  afk  for  bread," 
but  intimated  an  inclination  themfelves  to  proceed  to 
Verfailles.  Their  fpokefman  declaimed  loudly  againft 
the  committee  of  fubfiftence,  againlt  the  gardes-du- 
corps,  and  concluded,  u  that  the  oeoole  were  mifera- 

Vol.  I.  R 


i34  HISTORY  OF  THE 

ble,  and  the  fource  of  the  evil  was  at  Verfailles ;  thai: 
they  muft  go  and  find  out  the  king,  and  bring  him  to 
Paris."  While  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette  reafoned, 
Infilled,  threatened,  the  tumult  increafed  from  all 
quarters  -7  an  immenfe  crowd  armed  with  flicks,  pikes, 
guns,  &c.  ruffled  from  the  fuburbs ;  and  though  the 
national  guard  appeared  not  in  the  mod  traclable  dif* 
pofition,  the  mayor  and  municipality  probably  conceiv- 
ed it  to  be  the  only  means  of  preventing  mifchief  at 
Verfailles  to  permit  their  departure  with  their  com- 
mander at  their  head.  The  marquis  therefore  received 
an  order  to  depart  for  Verfailles,  and  it  was  mod 
cheerfully  obeyed  by  the  national  guard. 

The  reprefentatives  of   the  nation,  the  majority  of 
whom  at  lead  were  totally  unconfcious   of   what   was 
pairing  in  Paris,  were  aifembled  on  the  5th,  in   expec- 
tation of  receiving  back  the  constitutional  articles  fanc- 
tioned  by   the  king.     M.  Mounier  was  then  prefident. 
The  fitting  opened  with  reading  a  letter  from  the  king, 
In  which  he  pleaded  "  the  difficulty  of  judging  partial- 
ly of  the  conftitution ;  adding,  however,    that   in  the 
confidence  that  the  new  articles  were  calculated  to  efta- 
blifh  the  happinefs  and  profperity  of   the  kingdom,  he 
accepted  them ;  but  with  one  pofitive   condition,  that 
from  the  fpirit  of  the  whole  fyftem  the  executive  pow- 
er mould  have  its  entire  effect  in  the  hands  of  the  mo- 
narch.    Fie    concluded    with  obferving,    that   though 
thele  conftitutional  articles  did  not  all  indifcriminately 
prefent  him  with  the  idea  of  perfection,  yet  he  thought 
It  proper  to  pay  this  refpect  to  the  wifh  of  the  afiembly, 
and  to  the  alarming  circuwjlances  which    fo    flrongly 
prefled  him  to  defire  the  re  eflablifhment  of  peace,  or- 
der, and  confidence. 

This  letter  by  no  means  proved  acceptable  to  the  af- 
fembly  ;  the  popular  members  marked  in  ftrong  terms 
their  difapprobation  of  this  provifional  aflent,  which 
only  feemed  to  be  given  in  confequence  of  the  alarm- 
ing circumitances  of  the  nation.  In  the  courfe  of  the 
debate  many  allufions  were  made  to  the  indecent  fefti- 
val  of  the  military  which  difgraced  Verfailles  on  the 
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preceding  week.  The  infults  offered  to  the  nation  and 
the  national  cockade  were  pointedly  mentioned,  as  well 
as  the  menaces  of  the  foldiery.  A  motion  was  at 
length  made,  that  the  guilty  perfons  on  that  occafion 
fhould  be  delivered  up  to  the  rigour  of  the  law,  and 
that  the  accufations  which  had  been  now  infmuated 
mould  be  formed  into  a  criminal  procefs.  At  thefe 
words  the  count  de  Mirabeau  rofe.  "  I  begin,"  faid 
he,  "  by  declaring  that  I  confider  the  motion  as  fu- 
premely  impolitic ;  neverthelefs,  if  it  is  perfifted  in,  I 
am  ready  to  produce  the  details,  and  to  fign  them  with 
my  own  hand.  But  this  aiTembly  muft  firft  declare 
that  the  perfon  of  the  king  alone  is  facred,  and  that  all 
other  individuals,  whatever  their  ftation,  are  equally 
fubjects,  and  refponfible  to  the  laws."  The  prudence 
of  the  prefident  and  the  aiTembly  prevailed  over  the 
rafhnefs  of  both  parties.  The  motion  was  withdrawn  ; 
and  it  was  decreed,  that  the  prefident  fhould  wait  on 
the  king  to  requeft  a  fimple  acceptance  of  the  conftitu- 
tional  articles.  The  aiTembly  was  frequently  alarmed, 
during  the  courfe  of  this  difcuifion,  by  repeated  intelli- 
gence that  all  Paris  was  advancing  to  Verfailles.  Mail- 
lard  conducted  his  tumultuous  troop  with  uncommon 
addrefs.  When  he  came  within  fight  of  Verfailles  he 
arranged  them  in  the  ranks  ;  and  advertiied  them, 
that  as  they  were  entering  a  place  where  they  were  not 
expected,  they  muftbe  careful,  by  the  cheerfulnefs  of 
their  appearance  and  the  regularity  of  their  conduct, 
to  excite  no  alarms  in  the  inhabitants.  When  arrived 
at  the  gate  of  the  national  aiTembly,  Maillard  undertook 
to  fpeak  for  them.  He  entered  attended  by  fifteen  of 
the  women,  and  perfuaded  the  reft  to  wait  for  his  re- 
turn at  the  gate.  His  addrefs  had  two  objects :  "  to 
entreat  that  the  aiTembly  would  devife  fome  method  of 
relieving  the  dreadful  fcarcity  of  bread  which  prevailed 
at  Paris,  and  which  he  faid  had  been  occafioned  by  the 
interception  of  the  convoys,  and  by  the  monopolies  ; 
and  to  folicit  that  the  gardes-du  corps  might  be  ordered 
to  aiTume  the  national  cockade."  He  had  fcarcely  fi- 
nilhed,  when  a  national  cockade  was  prefented  to  him 
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on  the  part  of  the  gardes  du-corps,  as  a  proof  that 
they  had  already  adopted  it.  Maillard  fhewed  it  to  the 
women,  who  immediately  a nfwered  by  loud  acclamati- 
ons of  Vive  le  roi,  6"  M  M.  Ics  gardes  du- corps  !  A 
deputation  was  immediately  appointed  to  wait  on  the 
king  with  this  intelligence. 

The  king  had  gone  that  morning  to  take  the  diverfion 
of  mooting  in  the  woods  of  Meudon  ;  and  in  the  midil 
of  his  fport  intelligence  was  brought,  "  that  a  moil 
formidable  band  of  women  were  on  their  way  from  Pa- 
ns, exclaiming  for  bread."  "  Alas  I"  anfwered  the 
king,  "  if  I  had  it,  I  mould  not  wait  to  be  aiked."  On 
his  return,  as  foon  as  he  mounted  his  horfe,  a  chevalier 
of  St.  Louis  fell  upon  his  knees  and  befeeched  his  ma- 
jefty  not  to  be  afraid.  "  I  never  was  afraid  in  my  life/* 
returned  the  king. 

On  his  arrival  at  Verfailles,  he  found  the  gardes-du- 
corps  and  the  national  guard  under  arms,  and  the  pa- 
lace furrounded  by  a  mob.  With  the  deputation  from 
the  aflemblv  five  of  the  women  were   introduced  to  his. 

J 

hiajefty,  who,  on  hearing  of  the  dirlreftes  of  the  metro* 
polis,  was  extremely  moved,  and  the  women  fympa- 
thized  in  the  feelings  of  the  monarch.  Louifa  Chabry, 
a  young  woman  who  was  employed  in  fome  of  the 
branches  of  fculpture,  and  was  only  feventeen  years  of 
age,  fainted.  When  me  recovered  ihe  defired  leave  to 
■kiis  the  king's  hand,  who  embraced  her,  and  difmifTed 
her  with  an  elegant  compliment.  The  women  without 
doors  could  fcarcely  believe  the  report  of  thofe  who 
had  been  admitted.  In  the  mean  time  the  king  figned 
an  order  for  bringing  corn  from  Seniis  and  de  Lagni, 
and  for  removing;  everv  obftacle  which  impeded  the 
fupply  of  Paris.  This  order  was  reported  to  the  wo- 
men, and  they  retired  with  acclamations  of  gratitude 
and  joy. 

This  band  of  Amazons  was  no  fooner  difperfed  than 
A.*; frfrJl'1*  was  fucceeded   by  another,  headed  by  M.    Brunout, 
a  foldier  of  the  Parifian    guard,   whom  they  had  com- 
pelled to  afTume  the  unpleafant  office  of  their  leader. 
|t  is  uncertain  upon  what  provocation   M.   Savonieres* 


REVOLUTION  IN  FRANCE.  137 

a  lieutenant  in  the  gardes-du-corps,  and  two  other  of- 
ficers, imprudently  fingled  out  Brunout  from  his  com- 
pany, and  chafed  him  along  the  ranks  with  their  drawn 
fabres.  The  unhappy  man  was  upon  the  point  of  be- 
ing cut  to  pieces  with  their  fabres,  when  one  of  the 
national  guard  of  Verfailles  fired  upon  M.  Savonieres, 
and  broke  his  arm,  and  by  that  means  faved  the  life  of 
Brunout :  and  this  incident  is  faid  to  have  greatly  in- 
creased that  unfortunate  antipathy  which  the  people  af- 
terwards manifefted  by  atrocious  acts  of  cruelty  to  the 
gardes-du-corps. 

Whether  there  was  indeed  a  concerted  plan  to 
carry  off  the  king  to  Metz,  or  whether  the  court 
was  really  terrified  by  the  accident  which  we  have 
juft  recounted,  it  is  impoffible  to  determine  ;  but  the 
king's  carriages  were  ordered  to  the  gate  of  the  caftle 
which  communicates  with  the  orangery.  The  national 
guard  of  Verfailles,  however,  wTho  occupied  the  poft, 
refufed  to  permit  them  to  pafs ;  and  the  king  himfelf 
was  refolute  in  his  determination  to  flay,  declaring, 
cc  that  he  would  rather  perifh,  than  that  the  blood  of 
the  people  fhould  be  fpilled  in  his  quarrel." 

The  affembly  continued  fitting  ;  but  the  feilion  was 
tumultuous,  and  interrupted  by  the  fnouts  and  haran- 
gues of  the  Parinan  fifh-women,  who  filled  the  galle- 
ries*. A  letter,  however,  from  the  king  was  read,  de- 
ploring the  fcarcity  of  provifions,  and  recommending 
that  effectual  means  might  be  taken  to  remedy  that  ca- 
lamity ;  and  in  a  little  time  after  M.  Mounier  entered 
with  the  pure  and  fimple  affent  of  the  king  to  the  con- 
stitutional articles.     The  affembly  was  then  adjourned ; 

*  The  fuperior  wifdom  of  the  American  congrefs  over  the  French 
affembly  was  manifeft  in  many  inftances,  but  in  none  more  than  in 
this,  that  their  deliberations  were  all  private,  or  at  lead  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  few  auditors.  The  orators  of  the  French  alTemblies,  too 
eager  for  applaufe,  imprudently  opened  their  galleries  or  tribunes  to 
the  public.  The  lead  pernicious  effect  of  this  injudicious  arrange- 
ment was,  that  the  affembly  became  a  mere  theatre,  and  the  mem- 
bers only  actors,  whofe  fole  view  was  to  catch  the  applaufe  of  the 
galleries.  In  the  end  the  auditors  became  their  mailers,  and  ufed 
them  as  they  deferved. 
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but  the  applaufe  which  was  bellowed  on  its  proceedings 
was  mingled  with  affecling  murmurs  and  complaints, 
the  multitude  crying  out  that  they  were  actually  ftarv- 
ing,  and  that  the  majority  of  them  had  eaten  nothing 
for  upwards  of  twenty  four  hours.  The  prefident 
therefore  humanely  ordered  that  provifions  mould  be 
fought  for  in  every  part  of  the  town,  and  the  hall  of  the 
afTembly  was  the  fcene  of  a  miferable,  fcanty,  and  tu- 
multuous banquet.  Indeed,  fuch  was  the  dreadful  fa- 
mine, that  the  horfe  of  one  of  the  gardes  du  corps  be- 
ing killed  in  a  tumult,  he  was  immediately  roafled, 
and  greedily  devoured  by  the  mob.  Previous  to  the 
adjournment  of  the  afTembly,  Maillard  and  a  number 
of  the  women  fet  off  in  carriages,  provided  by  the  king, 
for  Paris,  carrying  with  them  the  king's  letter,  and  the 
refolves  of  the  national  afTembly,  in  the  hope  of  reftor- 
ing  peace  to  the  metropolis. 

Darknefs  and  a  deluge  of  rain  added  to  the  horrors  of 
the  night.  The  wretched  multitudes  who  had  travel- 
led from  Paris  were  expofed,  almoft  famifhed,  to  the 
inclemencies  of  the  weather  in  the  open  ftreets :  with- 
in the  caflle  all  was  trepidation  ;  nothing  was  to  be 
heard  from  without  but  imprecations,  and  the  voice  of 
enraged  multitudes  demanding  the  lives  of  the  queen 
and  of  the  gardes -du  corps.  Towards  midnight,  how- 
ever, all  appeared  tolerably  flili  and  peaceable,  when 
the  beating  of  the  drums,  and  the  light  of  innumerable 
torches,  announced  the  approach  of  the  Parifian  army. 
The  marquis  de  la  Fayette  on  his  arrival  repaired  to  the 
royal  clofet,  and  informed  the  king  of  the  whole  pro- 
ceedings of  the  day  ;  a  part  of  the  national  guards  were 
diffributed  in  pofts  agreeably  to  the  orders  of  his  ma- 
jefty  ;  the  reft  were  entertained  by  the  inhabitants  of 
Verfailles,  or  retired  to  lodge  in  the  churches  and  pub- 
lic edifices,  for  the  remainder  of  the  night ;  and  tran- 
quillity appeared  once  more  perfectly  reffored. 

The  troops  of  vagabonds  who  had  accompanied  Mail- 
lard, or  who  had  followed  the  Parifian  militia,  were 
chiefly  difpofed  of  in  the  hall  of  the  afTembly,  and  in 
the  great  corps-de-garde  -}  and  at  about  five  in  the  morn- 
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ing  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  after  having  vifited  all 
the  pods,  and  found  every  thing  perfectly  quiet,  reti- 
red to  his  chamber  to  write  to  the  municipality  of  Pa- 
ris, and  perhaps  in  the  hope  of  fnatching  a  few  hours 
repofe. 

The  day  began  to  break  at  about  half  paft  five ;  and 
at  this  period,  crowds  of  women   and   other  defperate 
perfons,  breathing  vengeance  and   thirfting  for  blood, 
advanced  to  the  cattle,  which,  in  the  fatal  fecurity  which 
the  arrival  of  the  Parifian  militia  infpired,  was  left  un- 
guarded in  feveral  places.     Some  of  the  iron  gates  were 
fhut,  and  fome  left   open.     An  immenfe  crowd  found 
its  way  into  the  cour  des  miriiftres,  and  immediately  pro- 
ceeded to  the  royal  gate,  which  was  fnut,  and  a  num- 
ber of  the  invaders  attempted  to  fcale  it.     Another  troop 
of  ruffians   proceeded  to  the  chapel  court,  and  another 
to  that  of  the  princes,    and  by  both    thefe  avenues  pe- 
netrated into  the  royal  court.     Some  hafty  difpofitions 
of  defence  were  made  by  a  M.  AguefTeau  ;  the  gardes- 
du- corps    were    foon    under  arms,  and  one  man  was 
wounded  by  them  in  the   arm,  and  another  friot  dead. 
The  crowd  immediately  mounted  the  grand  flair-cafe, 
where  one  of   the  gardes-du-corps,  M.  Miomandre.  en- 
deavoured to   difTuade  them  from  their  attempt ;  but 
he  narrowly  efcaped  with   his  life.     M.   Tardivet   du 
Repaire  hafted  to   the  queen's  apartment,  in  order  to 
prevent  the  entrance  of  the  banditti ;  but  he  was  af- 
failed  by  thoufands,  and  felled  to  the  ground.     A    vil- 
lain with  a  pike  attempted  to  pierce  him  to  the  heart ; 
but  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  wrefl  the  weapon  from 
his  hand,  with  which  he  parried  the  attacks  of  his  ene- 
mies, and  at  length  effected  his  efcape.     M.  Miomandre 
in  the  mean   time  made  his  way  to  the  queen's  apart- 
ment.    He  opened  the  door,   and  cried  out  to  a  lady 
whom  he  faw  in  the  inner  chamber — "  Save  the  queen, 
madam,  her  life  is  in  danger ;  I  am  here  alone  againft 
two  thoufand  tigers."     He  fhut  the  door ;  and  after  a 
few  minutes  refiftance  was  defperately  wounded  with  a 
pike,  and  left  for  dead ;  though  he  afterwards  reco- 
vered. 
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The  queen  had  been  awaked  a  quarter  of  an  haut 
before  by  the  clamours  of  the  women  who  afiemblea 
upon  the  terrace  ;  but  her  waiting-woman  had  fatisnecj 
her  by  faying,  "  that  they  were  only  the  women  of  Pa* 
ris,  who  the  fuppcfed,  not  being  able  to  find  a  lodging, 
were  walking  about. "  But  the  tumult  approaching, 
and  becoming  apparently  more  ferious,  (lie  rofe,  dreifed 
herfelf  in  hade,  and  ran  to  the  king's  apartment  by  a 
private  paffage.  In  her  way  ihe  heard  the  ncife  of  a 
pidol  and  a  inuiket,  which  redoubled  her  terror.  "  My 
friends,"  faid  (he  to  every  perfon  ihe  met,  "  fave  me  and 
my  children."  In  the  king's  chamber  (he  found  the 
dauphin,  who  had  been  brought  there  by  one  of  her 
women  ;  but  the  king  was  gone.  Awaked  by  the  tu- 
mult, he  had  feen  from  a  window  the  multitude  preiT- 
ing  towards  the  great  dair-cafe ;  and  alarmed  for  the 
queen,  he  haded  to  her  apartrnenent,  and  entered  at 
one  door  in  the  moment  fhe  had  quitted  it  by  the  other* 
He  returned  without  lofs  of  time  ;  and  having  with  the 
queen  brought  the  princefs  royal  into  the  chamber* 
they  prepared  to  face  the  multitude. 

In  the  mean  time  the  noife  and  tumult  increafed,  and 
appeared  at  the  very  door  of  the  chamber.  Nothing 
\yas  to  be  heard  but  the  mod  dreadful  exclamations* 
with  violent  and  repeated  blows  againd  the  outer  door, 
a  pannel  of  which  was  broken.  Nothing  but  indant 
death  was  expected  by  the  royal  company.  Suddenly, 
however,  the  tumult  feemed  to  ceafe — every  thing  was 
quiet ;  and,  a  moment  after,  a  gentle  rap  was  heard  at 
the  door.  It  was  opened,  and  in  an  indant  the  apart- 
ments were  filled  with  the  Parihan  guard.  The  officer 
who  conducted  them  ordered  them  to  ground  their 
arms.  "  We  come,"  faid  he,  "  to  fave  the  king ;" 
and  turning  to  fuch  of  the  gardes-du-corps  as  were  in 
the  apartments — "  We  will  fave  you  alio,  gentlemen  ; 
let  us  from  this  moment  be  united."  • 

Unfortunately  the  national  guard  arrived  too  late  to 
prevent  all  the  mifchief.  Two  of  the  gardes-du-corps 
were  murdered  by  the  mob  before  the  troops  could  be 
rallied,  and  their  heads  fixed  ca  fpikes   ferved  a§  the 
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indafds    of  this    deteftable   banditti.     From  the  firft 
moment  of  the   alarm  the    marquis  de  la    Fayette  had 

even  exceeded  his  ufual  activity.  Me  appeared  in  eve- 
ry qua  :-  -"  Gentlemen,"  faic  he  to  the  Parifianfol* 
Biers,  "  I  have  pi  :d  my  word  and  honour  to  the 
kino-  that  nothing  be'ldnging  to  him  fhall  receive  injury. 
If  I  break  mv  word*  I  fhall  be  no  longer  worthy  to  be 
air  co :r: ;:i an der."  Captain  Gondrail,  the  officer  who 
had  driven  the  ruffians  from  the  king's  apartment,  was 
not  lefs  cbnfpicuous  for  his  activity.  The  Parifians 
forced  their  way  in  every  part  through  the  ahnoft  im- 
penetrable  mafs—  fur  rounded  the  gardes-du-corps,  and 
placed  them  in  fafety  under  their  own  colours* 

Plunder  is  however  commonly  one  great  objeel:  of  a 
mob.  The  banditti  had  already  begun  to  (trio  the  pa- 
Iacea  and  to  throw  the  furniture  to  each  other  out.  of 
the  windows.  M.  Gondran  purfued  them  from  place 
to  place,  till  the  cattle  was  at  length  completely  cleared. 
Expelled  from  the  palace,  they  repaired  to  the  (tables  ; 
but  here  a  fudden  Hop  was  put  to  their  depredations 
by  M.  Doazon,  a  farmer-general,  and  captain  of  the 
Paris  militia.  The  horfes  were  all  recovered,  and 
brought  back  in  fafety  to  their  flails.  Difappointecl  at 
length  in  every  view,  they  departed  in  a  body  to  Pa- 
ris ;  and  left  Verfailles  entirely  free,  and  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  national  guard.  The  mod  e;enerous  ex- 
preffions  of  kindnefs  and  gratitude  took  place  between 
the  gardes-du-corps  and  the  national  guard.  The  for- 
mer confidered  the  others  as  their  deliverers  ;  while 
the  latter  evinced  every  inclination  that  they  mould  in 
future  form  one  united  corps* 

The  royal  family  now  ventured  to  mew  themfelves 
at  a  balcony,  and  received  the  raoft  lively  acclamations 
of  refpeel  from  the  foldiers  and  the  people.  But  whe- 
ther it  had  been  planned  by  the  popular  party,  or  whe- 
ther it  was  the  immediate  impulfe  of  the  multitude — 
but  the  former  is  mo  ft  probable — at  the  firft  a  fingie 
voice,  or  a  few  voices,  exclaimed—"  The  king  to  Pa- 
ns V'  and  this  was  inftantly  followed  by  an  universal  ac- 
clamation enforcing  the  fame  demand.     After  fome  con- 

Vol.  I.  S 
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fuhation  with  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  the  king  ad- 
dreffed  them  :— "  You  wifh  me  to  go  to  Paris — I  will 
go,  on  the  condition  that  I  am  to  be  accompanied  by 
my  wife  and  children "  He  was  anfwered  by  reitera- 
ted acclamations  of  Vive  le  roi  ! 

Before  the  departure  of  the  king,  the  national  af- 
fembly  was  convened  ;  and,  on  the  motion  of  M.  Mi- 
rabeau,  paffed  a  folemn  decree,  "  that  the  affembly  was 
inieparable  from  the  perfon  of  the  king.5'  A  deputa- 
tion o\  one  hundred  members  was  alfo  appointed  to  ac- 
company the  king  to  Paris.  .During  the  preparations' 
for  the  journey,  the  gardes  du  corps  changed  hats  and 
fwords  with  the  grenadiers  and  national  guards,  and 
both  they  and  the  regiment  of  Flanders  defired  leave  to 
mix  indifcriminately  in  the  ranks.  It  was  two  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  before  the  proceflion  fet  out.  During 
the  progrefs  all  was  gaiety  and  joy  among  the  foldiers 
and  the  fpectators  ;  and  fuch  was  the  refpect  in  which 
the  French  nation  dill  held  the  name  and  perfon  of 
their  king,  that  the  multitude  were  fuperifitiouily  per- 
fuaded  that  the  royal  prefence  would  actually  put  am 
end  to  the  famine*.  On  his  arrival,  the  king  was  con- 
gratulated by  the  municipality,  and  declared  his  appro- 
bation of  the  loyalty  which  the  city  of  Paris  manifefl:- 
cd  On  this  occafion  he  gave  one  proof,  among  feve- 
ral  others,  which  he  had  before  given,  that  however  he 
might  be  wrought  upon  by  mifreprefentation  and  evil 
counfels,  his  character  was  in  the  general  neither  defi- 
cient in  good  kniQ  nor  firmnefs.  As  they  afcended  the 
flairs  of  the  Hotel  de  Ville5  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette 
requeited  the  king  that  he  would  either  aflure  the  peo- 
ple himfelf,  or  permit  fome  other  perfon  to  allure  them 
in  his  name,  that  he  would  fix  his  abode  in  Fan's.  cc  I 
feel  no  objection/'  replied  the  monarch,  4"  to  fix  my 
abode  in  my  good  city  of  Paris  :  but  I  have  not  yet 
formed  any  determination  on  the  fubject ;  and  I  will 
make  no  promife  which  I  do  not  pofitively  mean  to 
fulfil.5' 

*  The  popular  exclamation  was,  as  they  proceeded  along-,  "  We 
p.re  bringing  the  baker,  the  baker's  wife,  and  the  little  journey- 
man." 
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CHAP.     IV. 

Emigration  cf  the  ariflocratic  members  of  the  affemblj  — 
Title  of  King  of  the  French — Duke  of  Orleans  retires 
to  England — A  baker  hanged  by  the  mob  at  Pans — 
Riot  acl — New  divifion  of  the  empire — Church  lands  ap- 
plied to  the  exigencies  of  the  Jiate — Lett  res'  de  caci:ct 
abolijhed — Committee  appointed  to  infpecl  the  psnjion 
lift — Diflinclion  of  orders  abolijhed — Opposition  of  the 
provincial  flat es  and  parliaments — Riots  at  Marfeilles 
and  Toulon — Melancholy  event  at  Sen  lis — Debate  on 
the  eligibility  of  minijlers  to  the  national  affembly — 
Corjica  declared  a  conftituent  part  of  the  French  em- 
pire— Plan  of  the  caiffe  de  F  extraordinaire — Refufal 
of  a  donation  from  Geneva — of  an  alliance  with  Bra- 
bant— Reji/iance  of  the  parliament  of  Britany — Affair 
of  the  marquis  de  Favras — Municipalities  made  refpon- 
Jible  for  damages  fujlained  by  riots — SuppreJJion  cf 
monajl-eries — Emijfion  of  Ajfignats — Gabelle,  &c.  'abo- 
lijhed— Reform  of  the  juri) prudence — Troubles  in  St, 
Domingo,  &c. —Publication  of  the  red  book — Religious 
infurreclions  at  Touloufe,  Montabon,  and  Nifmes — 
Right  of  making  war  and  peace-  Organization  of  the 
clergy --Abolition  of  titles,  &c— -Grand  confederation--- 
Return  of  M.  d' Orleans. 

'HATEVER  might  have  been  the  intentions  of 
either  party  in  producing  the  riots  of  the  5th 
and  6th  of  October,  the  removal  of  the  king  to  vhe 
metropolis  was,  for  the  moment,  productive  of  the  hap- 
pieft  coniequences.  It  iatisiied  the  fufpicious  and  un- 
quiet minds  of  the  Paririans  ;  it  brought  their  fo've- 
reign  more  immediately  in  connexion  with  them,  and 
ftrengthened  in  fome  degree  the  bands  of  union :  nay, 
chimerical  as  it  may  appear,  the  fuperftitious  fancy  of 
the  populace,  that  the  prefence  of  the  king  would  ter- 
minate the  famine,  was  in  fome  degree  realifed.  The 
abundance  and  profufion  which  always  accompany  a 
court,  procured    fome  relief  to  the  indigent  5  and  the 
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confcioufnefs  of  the  fupply  that  would  be  neceifary,  fer- 
ved  torepleniih  the  impoverifhed  markets. 

The  ariilocratic  party  connected  with  the  court,  were 
the  perfons  who  manifefted  the  deeped  uegret  on  this 
occaiion.  If  they  really  entertained  any  delign  of  con- 
veying the  king  to  a  diiiant  part,  it  was  fruftrated  by 
this  meagre;  and,  independent  of  this,  they  had  cauie 
to  be  a  hehilve  of  the  fury  of  the  populace,  fhould 
ny  inbident  happen  to  excite  their  ardent  and  ianguinary 
refentment. 

In  the  affembly  itfelf,  notwithftanditig  the  vote  which 
declared  the  legiilative  body  to  be  infeparable  from  the 
perfon  of  the  monarch,  fome  objections  were  ftrongly 
infilled  on  againft  the  projected  removal ;  and  indeed 
the  fequel  evinced  them  to  be  but  too  well  founded. 
It  was  laid,  that  the  deputies  would  no  longer  be  the 
legiflators  of  the  nation;  they  mull:  obey  the  arbitrary 
mandates  of  the  populace,  and  even  the  freedom  of  de- 
bate would  be  annihilated.  To  remove  their  fcruples, 
a  letter  was  directed  to  them  by  the  king,  inviting  them 
to  refume  their  feffion  in  the  metropolis ;  and  this  was 
powerfully  ieconded  by  a  deputation  from  the  citizens 
of  Paris.  By  the  mouth  of  their  fpeaker,  M.  BrifTot, 
the  citizen j  profeffed  "  iheir  joy  at  the  expected  remo- 
val of  the  repi  efentative  body  ;"  they  pledged  themfeives 
by  a  folerxm  oath  "  to  protect  the  perfons  of  the  deputies^ 
and  the  freedom  of  debate*;"  they  intimated  that  they 
had  forwarded  an  addrefs  to  all  the  provinces  and  com- 
munities of  France,  to  iatisfy  them  relative  to  the  late 
procee  ling  ;  to  affure  them  that  the  commune  of  Paris 
was  actuated  by  the  moft  perfecf  loyalty  to  the  king,  the 
moil  inviolable  obedience  to  the  national  alfembly.  and 
a  fmcere  paternal  regard  to  all  the  municipalities  of  the 
kingdom. 

Though  this  addrefs  might  probably  diminifh  the 
fears  of  a  part  of  the  affembly,  and  certainly  haltened 
their  removal ;  yet  the  apprehenficns  of  the  ariilocratic 
part  of  that  body  were  not  removed  by  thefe empty  pie- 

*  The  paths  of  a  mob  never  can  be  deferving  of  credit. 
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feffions*  Numberlefs  pafTports  were  folicited  on  various 
excufes  ;  and  among  thefe  ibme  deferters  from  the  popu- 
lar caufe  were  jbferved  with  regret.  M.  Mounier  and 
count  Laliy  Tolendal  retired  in  difguft.  Many  of  the 
Li  rh  ariilocratic  members  took  refuge  in  other  countries, 
where  they  applied  themielves  indefatigably  to  what  is 
always  adefhuftive  meafure,  that  of  exciting  a  forei 
war  againft  their  countrv  ;  and  bv  this  fatal  ftep  brought 
ultimate  ruin  upon  their  king,  their  country,  and  them- 
ielves. To  prevent,  however,  as  much  as  poffible  fimi- 
far  emigrations,  the  national  afiembly  decreed,  4i  that 
pafTports  to  the  members  mould  be  only  granted  for  a 
ihort  and  limited  period;  and  that  as  to  unlimited  pafT- 
ports on  account  of  ill  health,  they  mould  not  be  grant- 
ed till  fubititutes  were  elected  ;  that  ifituture  all  fublli- 
tutes  mould  be  elected  by  the  citizens  at  large,  or  by 
their  reprefentatives,  without  any  regard  to  orders ;  and 
that  eight  days  after  the  firft  leftion  at  Paris,  a  call  of 
the  houfe  ihould  be  inftituted." 

A  proclamation  ascertaining  the  rights  of  citizens 
was  next  decreed  ;  the  power  of  originating  laws  was 
exclufively  confined  to  the  afiembly  ;  and  the  executive 
power  was  prohibited  the  liberty  of  creating  or  fuppreff- 
ing  pofts  or  offices  without  an  aft  of  the  legislature.  The 
power  of  laying  taxes  was  alfo  veiled  exclufively  in  the 
reprefentatives  of  the  people  ;  the  reiponfibility  of  mini- 
fters  w%s  eftablifhed;  and  the  pernicious  phrafeology  in 
the  proclamations  and  other  ads  of  the  king,  "  fuch  is 
our  pleafure,"  &c.  was  aboliihed.  The  title  of  the  king 
was  changed  from  "  the  kin^  of  France,'*  to  that  ot 
*'  king  of  the  French,"  as  more  expreflive  of  the  office, 
which  is  a  king  or  ruler  of  men,  and  not  of  the  foil  or 
territory.  Some  difficulty  arofe  refpefting  the  title  o£ 
king  of  Navarre  ;  for  that  petty  ft  ate,  considering  itfelf 
rather  as  the  ally  than  as  a  part  of  the  empire,  had  not 
fent  reprefentatives  to  the  national  afiembly.  The  de- 
puties of  the  great  provinces,  however,  ftrenuoufiy  op- 
poled  this  title,  and  aiierted  that  the  king  might  as  well 
be  ftyled  count  of  Provence,  duke  of  Britany,  king  of 
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Corfica,  as  king  of  Navarre  :  it  was  therefore  agreed  to 
expunge  the  title. 

Tranquillity,  however,  was  by  no  means  perfectly  re- 
flored ;  and  to  repeat  the  vague   and  idle   reports  that 
every  day  were  fpread,  to  the  alarm  of  the  people,  would 
require  volumes  :  for  federal  nights  the  houies   of  indi- 
viduals were  marked  with  chalk,  and  the  colours,  it  was 
laid,  denoted  whether  they  were  to  be  plundered,  burnt, 
or  the  inhabitants  murdered.     In  this  date  of  fufpicion 
and  ferment,  innumerable  reports,  fome  true,  and  fome 
falfe,  and  fome,  the  foundations   of  which  have  never 
yet  been  completely  explored,  were  indudrioufly  propo- 
gated :  among  others,  was  a  rumour  which  reprelented 
the  duke  d' Orleans   as  harbouring  criminal  defigns  up- 
on the  crown,  or  the  regency  at  lead.     The  marquis  de 
Ja  Fayette,  who  was  always  forward  in  every  thing  that 
might  contribute  to  the  union  of  order  and  good  govern- 
ment with  the  bleffings  of  liberty,  untertook  to  perfuade 
the  duke  to  withdraw  himfeif  from  the  public  for  at  lead 
a  fhort  time.     He  was  inveded  with  fome  public  com- 
rmffion,  rather  nominal  than  real,  and  folicited  from  the 
affembly  a  pafTport  for  England.     The  count  de   Mira- 
beau,  and  fome  others  of  the  more  intimate  friends  of 
the  duke,  oppufed  drenuouily  his  retiring,  as  more  like- 
ly to  give  credit  to  the  reports  againd   him  than  to  dis- 
prove them  ;  but  he  chofe   to  retire  from    the  fcene  of 
difficulty  and  danger.     At  Boulogne  his  highnefs  was 
dopped  by  the  municipality,    notwithstanding  his    paf- 
fport  and  detained  till  fet  free  by  a  fubfequent  order  of  the 
affembly. 

On  the  1 9th  of  October  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
French  nation  held  their  fird  feflion  at  Paris.  A  depu- 
tation from  the  commune  waited  on  them  immediately 
with  the  congratulations  of  the  city,  at  the  head  of  which 
were  M.  Bailly  the  mayor,  and  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette. 
After  the  anfwer  of  rhe  prefident,  which  was  interrupted 
by  peals  of  applaufe,  the  count  de  Mirabeau  embraced 
the  opportunity  to  prefs  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  mayor 
and  the  commander  of  the  national  guards  for  their  ef- 
fential  fervices  to  the  nation,  and  "  thus  he  laid  to  lig- 
r.aiize  their  firft  feilion  in  the  metropolis,  by  a  public 
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act  of  juftice,  which  was  calculated  to  confirm  the  au- 
thority of  the  civil  powers,  and  to  reprefs  the  falfe  zeal 
of  imprudent  friends,  as  well  as  the  malignant  defigns 
of  the  enemies  of  freedom  "  The  vote  of  thanks  was 
decreed  amidft  the  louden1  acclamations,  and  the  fefiion 
of  that  day  concluded,  contrary  to  general  expectation, 
without  the  fmalleft  disturbance. 

Nerher  this  act  of  refpect  towards  the  magistracy  of 
the  citv,  however,  nor  the  departure  of  the  duke  d'Or- 
leans,  could  entirely  prevent  the  horror  of  mafTacre  and 
infurrection ;  and  the  aflemhly  had  fcarcely  been  efta- 
blimed  two  days  at  Paris,  before  a  mod  atrocious  mur- 
der, committed  almoft  in  its  very  prefence,  obliged  them 
to  adopt  a  flronger  meafure  to  prevent  civil  outrage  and 
bloodrfied.  On  the  21ft  of  October  an  unfortunate  ba-,. 
ker,  of  the  name  of  Francois,  who  refided  in  the  ft.reztJrt2n{6t$ 
Marche  Palu,  clofe  to  the  Archeveche,  where  the  afTem- 
bly  at  that  period  was  convened,  was  fingled  out  as  the 
victim  of  popular  phrenfy.  After  having  ferved  out  his 
ufual  quantity  of  bread  in  the  morning,  he  found  his 
door  ftill  befieged  by  feveral  perfons  who  had  not  yet 
been  able  to  obtain  a  fupply.  Among  thefe  was  a  wo- 
man, who  is  faid  to  have  borne  a  particular  enmity  a- 
gainft  the  unfortunate  baker,  and  who  infifted  on  fearch- 
ing  the  houfe  for  bread.  On  entering,  fhe  found  three 
loaves  which  the  journeymen  had  referved  for  their  own 
ufe  ;  and  fnatching  up  one  of  them  in  her  hand,  fhe  raif- 
ed  the  injurious  outcry,  that  Francois  had  referved  a 
part  of  the  provifion  which  ought  to  have  been  diftribu- 
ted  for  the  ufe  of  the  poor,  and  that  he  was  a  monopo- 
list and  a  monfter.  The  complaint  was  no  fooner  made 
public  than  an  immenfe  mob  was  collected ;  the  baker 
was  dragged  forcibly  to  the  Greve  ;  and  there,  notwith- 
standing all  the  efforts  of  the  municipality  in  his  favour, 
he  was  hanged. 

So  outrageous  a  defiance  of  authority,  fo  complete  a 
fubverfion  of  law  and  justice,  could  notefcape  the  point- 
ed notice  of  the  legiflature.  The  fir  ft  movements  of  po- 
pular fury,  on  their  deliverance  from  defpotifm,  might 
feem  excufable j  but  the   populace  of  Paris  had  now 
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reached  the  fummit  of  iicentioufnefs  and  iniuftice,  The? 
had  erected  themfelves  into  a  power  fuperior  to  the  ma-« 
giftrates  ;  and  unlefs  fome  decifive  meafufe  was  taken., 
there  was  danger  that  the  reprefentative  body  itfelf 
would  no  longer  be  able  to  maintain  its  authority.  An 
act  was  immediately  palled  for  the  prevention  and  the 
difperfion  of  riots,  which  authorifed  the  magiftrates,  en 
any  number  of  perfons  afTembiing,  to  call  in  the  aid  of 
the  military,  and  to  proclaim  martial  law.  A  red  flag 
was  to  be  difplaved  from  the  principal  window  of  the 
town-houfe  ;  and  from  that  moment  all  aflemblies  of  the 
populace,  with  or  without  arms,  were  to  be  confidered 
as  criminal-  Should  the  m©b  refuie  to  difperfe  on  be- 
ing required  by  the  magiftrates,  the  military  were  then 
to  act  on  the  bfTenfive  :  thole  whoefcaped  might  be  ar- 
reted ;  and  if  unarmed,  and  they  had  been  guilty  of  no 
act  of  violence,  they  were  to  be  imprifoned  for  one  year : 
if  found  in  arms,  they  were  declared  liable  to  three  years 
i  nprifonment ;  and  if  they  had  committed  any  violence* 
were  judged  guilty  of  a  capital  offence.  To  give  eiied 
and  vigour  to  this  law,  the  committee  of  reiearch  was 
ordered  to  make  all  neceffary  inquiries  into  treafonable 
offences ;  and  the  conftitutional  committee  to  form  a 
plan  as  foon  as  poflible  of  a  tribunal  for  the  trial  of  all 
crimes  of  leze-naiion  ;  and  in  the  mean  time  this  power 
was  for  the  prefent  veiled  in  the  court  of  the  Chatelet. 

Thefe  efforts  of  the  afiembly  were  vigoroufly  feconcb 
ed  by  the  municipality.  The  murderer  of  Francois 
was  arrefted  on  the  very  day  on  which  he  committed 
the  crime ;  and  on  the  following  day  was  executed, 
with  another  unfortunate  perfon  who  was  aifo  convicted 
of  exciting  fedition.  The  king  and  queen  fympathifed 
in  the  diftrefs  of  the  unfortunate  widow  of  Francois : 
by  the  hands  of  the  duke  de  Liancourt  they  fent  her 
two  thoufand  crowns ;  the  commune  aifo  fent  a  depu- 
tation with  a  prefent  to  her  ;  his  remains  were  decent- 
ly intered  at  the  public  expence  ;  and  the  king  and 
queen  undertook  to  become  the  fpenfors  at  the  baptiiin 
of  the  child  with  which  his  widow  was  pregnant  at  the 
time  of  his  death. 
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Th&  fame  difpofltion  to  violence,  the  fame  pronenefs 

to  fufpicion,  that  appeared  in  the  capital,  was  no  lefs 
active  in  the  provinces.  At  Alencon,  the  viicount  Ca- 
rainan,  who  had  been  fent  thither  by  marftial  Contades 
ith  a  detachment  of  horfe,  was  on  the  point  of  being 
deftroyed  by  the  populace,  on  a  moil  improbable  ru- 
mour that  he  was  inimical  to  the  revolution.  And  at 
Vernon,  a  M.  Planter,  deputy  of  the  commune  at  Pa- 
ris, who  had  been  fent  by  the  magiftrates  to  purchafe 
corn,  was  feized  by  the  mob,  and  after  a  mock  trial, 
the  fatal  cord  was  twice  fixed  round  his  neck ;  when  ^as 
Mr.  Neiham,a  young  Englifhmar,  who  happened  to  hzJKjAa^^t 
in  the  town,  oppofed  himfelf  fingly  to  the  violence  of  r 
the  papulace,  and  refcued  from  inftant  death  a  re- 
fpeclable  member  of  fociety.  To*  this  noble  a<5r. 
of  courage  and  humanity,  Mr.  Nemam  was  ho- 
noured with  the  firfl  civic  crown  which  was  ever  de- 
creed in  France ;  and  was  prefented  by  the  magiftrates 
of  Paris  with  a  fword,  on  which  was  engraved  the  ho- 
nourable teftimony  of  having  faved  the  life  of  a  French 
citizen.  At  Lanion,  a  town  in  Britany,  alfo,  fonie 
gentlemen  w7ho  had  been  fent  from  Ereft  for  the  pur- 
chafe of  provifions  incurred  a  fimilar  danger  with  M. 
Planter.  A  detatchment,  however,  of  the  national 
guard  from  Breft  foon  reftored  order  and  tranquillity, 
and  obliged  the  inhabitants  of  Lanion  to  make  fatisfac- 
tion  for  the  outrages  they  had  committed. 

The  next  important  object  which  occupied  the  at-2yu»r^w*» 
tention  of  the  legiilative  body,  was  to  reform  and  or- 
ganize the  reprefentation  of  the  kingdom.  A  plan 
was  propofed  by  the  abbe  Sieves  for  this  purpofe,  in 
which  we  equally  admire  the  ingenuity  of  the  project- 
or, and  his  induftry  in  completing  it.  The  ancient 
divifion  of  the  kingdom  into  provinces,  each  pofleffing 
what  is  termed  its  peculiar  rights,  each  governed  by 
peculiar  laws,  and  each  forming  in  itfelf  a  little  king- 
dom, with  its  own  parliament,  its  own  metropolis,  its 
own  jurifdiction,  was  found  to  be  productive  of  a  ri- 
•vaifhip  and  jealoufy,  which  nothing  but  the  ftrong  arm 
of  defpotifm  could  coerce.     In  the  prefent  glow  of  pa- 

Vol.  I.  T 
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triotifm,  the  prefent  tranfport  of  liberty,  the  minds  of 
men  were  difpofed  to  facri  flees  and  renunciations  ;  but 
there  was  the  utmoft  reafon  to   apprehend,  that  mould 
this  aufpicious  criiis  not  be  improved,  mould  the  gene- 
rous feelings  of  the   moment  be  fufTered  to    fubfide, 
thofe  petty  local  prejudices,  which  weaken  and  disjoint 
a  (late,  wrould  again  revive  ;    and  as  every  government 
which    approaches    the    republican   form  is  naturally 
•weaker  than  that  which  partakes  of  abfolute  monarchy, 
they  could  only  revive  to  diftracl,  and  perhaps  difmem- 
ber,  the  empire.     Befides  the  radical  divifion  into  pro- 
vinces, the  kingdom  was  alfo  divided  fantailically    and 
irregularly  upon  other  principles.     It  was  divided  into 
governments,  agreeably   to   the  military    order ;    into 
generalities,  according  to  the  order  of  adminiilration  ; 
into  diocefes,  according  to  the  ecclefiaftical  order ;  and 
alfo  fubdivided   in  the  judicial  order   into  bailiwicks, 
fenefchals,  &c.     The  di  virions   and  fubdi virions   were 
all  without  regularity,    conformity,     or      proportion ; 
neither  adapted  to  population  nor  territory.     A   new 
arrangement  was  therefore  not  only  efientral  to  an  equal 
reprefentation  of  the  people,  but  to   the  uniformity  of 
government,  and  the  fecurrty  and  permanence    of   the 
conftitution. 

Three  principles  were  attended  to  in  forming  the 
new  representative  fyftem  ;  territory,  population,  and 
taxation ;  and  it  was  fuppofed  that,  by  the  combinati- 
on of  thefe  three  elementary  principles,  they  would 
ferve  mutually  to  correct  each  other. 

According  to  the  new  fcheme  of  the  reprefentation, 
therefore,  the  whole  kingdom  was  divided  into  eighty- 
three  larger  feciions,  which  were  called  departments, 
and  each  of  which  comprehended  a  fpace  of  about 
three  hundred  and  twentv-four  fciuare  leagues :  each 
department  was  divided  into  diflricts,  the  number  of 
which  were  not  to  be  lefs  than  three,  nor  more  than 
nine ;  each  diftrict  was  again  fubdivided  into  cantons 
of  four  fquare  leagues  in  extent.  Three  degrees  were 
preferved  in  the  adminiflrative  aiTemblies ;  but  only 
two  in  the  elective.     The  firft  were  the  afTemblies  of 
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the  canton,  which  were  called  primary,  and  which 
were  to  choofe  the  electors  for  the  department ;  the  ie- 
cond  were  the  electoral  alTemblies,  which  were  to  re- 
turn the  reprefentatives  to  the  national  affembly.  The 
whole  number  of  reprefentatives  was  to  be  feven  hun- 
dred and  forty-five  ;  of  which  two  hundred  and  forty- 
feven  were  attached  to  the  territory,  and  of  which  each 
department  was  to  nominate  three,  except  that  of  Paris, 
which  nominated  only  one.  Two  hundred  and  forty- 
nine  were  attributed  to  population,  each  department 
nominating  in  proportion  to  its  population  ;  and  two 
hundred  and  forty-nine  were  attributed  to  direct  con- 
tribution, and  each  department  was  to  nominate  repre- 
fentatives in  proportion  to  the  contribution  which  it 
paid  to  the  (late.  The  funclions  of  the  elective  afTem- 
fclies  were  limited  entirely  to  the  right  of  election* 
The  ad  mini  ft  rati  ve  body  was  to  be  ele&ed  by  the  elec- 
toral aflemblies  ;  and  in  each  department  was  conftitu- 
ted  a  fuperior  board  of  adminiftration  ;  in  each  diitricTL, 
an  inferior  or  fubordinate  adminiftration  ;  and  to  thefe 
were  committed  the  fuperintendance  of  the  collection 
of  the  revenue,  and  all  the  details  of  interior  admi- 
niftration. 

On  this  great  and  able  fyfteni  of  interior  policy  we 
have  only  to  remark,  that  the  divifion  of  the  kingdom 
into  parts  too  fmall  to  act  ofFenfively  in  a  feparate  ftate, 
was,  for  the  reaibns  which  we  have  already  afligned,  a 
meafure  fraught  with  wifdom,  and  favourable  to  liber- 
ty. The  preferving  diftincl:  the  electoral  and  admini- 
strative powers  was  equally  judicious.  The  mode  of 
electing  by  primary  and  fecondary  aflemblies,  was  af- 
furedly  the  only  adequate  means  of  obviating  the  fatal 
effects  of  faction  and  venality.  As  to  the  bafts  oa 
which  the  reprefentation  was  formed,  many  doubts 
will  be  entertained  by  politicians  concerning  its  expe- 
diency :  the  adjufting  of  it  to  three  principles  is  cer- 
tainly a  complex  mode  of  proceeding  ;  nor  will  it  be 
eafy  to  affign  a  reafon  why  it  mould  not  have  been  in- 
stituted on  the  fimple  and  obvious  principle  of  popula- 
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tion ;  or  rather,  of  territory  regulated  as  to  the  num- 
ber of  reprefentatives  by  the  ratio  of  population. 

After  all  that  had  been  performed  by  the  afTembly, 
the  utter  derangement  of  the  finances,  and  the  actual 
deficiency  of  means  to  fupply  the  exigencies  of  the  na- 
tion, threatened  loudly  the  deflru&iori  oftheflate.  In 
this  difficult  and  hazardous  predicament,  the  popular 
party  refolved  upon  a  bold  and  dangerous  meaiure, 
which  no  apology  can  juftify,  and  which  it  would  not 
Jpe  eafy  even  to  excufe  ;  and  this  was,  to  facrifice  the 
eltates  of  the  church  to  the  exigencies  of  the  ftate*. 

The  moil  lingular  circumftance  attending  this  un- 
precedented alienation  is,  that   it  was  firft  propofed  by 
an  ecclefiaftic.    The  young  and  ardent  bifhop  of  Autun, 
Jnilu/tinfi^-  Talleyrand  Perigord,  whofe  appointment  was  alrea- 
7       dy  confiderable,  and  whofe  rank  and  abilities  afforded 
him  the  mod  brilliant  profpecls  in  the  ecclefiaflical  ca- 
reer, afcended  the  tribune   on   the    ioth  of  Oclober  ; 
and  after  Hating  the  neceflities  of  the   nation,  the  ex- 
hausted Rate  of  the  finances,  and  utter  impoffibility  of 
remedying  them  by  any  thing  but   a  ftrong  meafure  ; 
with  a  difmterefledneis  which  afionimed   the  afTembly, 
and  with  a  boldnefs  which  for  the  moment  filenced  op- 
pofition,  he  obferved  that  the  (late  had  yet  an  immenfe 
reiource  in  the  pbfleflions  of  the  clergy.     lie  aflerted, 
that  the  revenues  of  the  clergy  are  at  the  difpofition  of 
the  nation  ;  that  aU  finecures  might  and  ought   to  be 
iuppreffed  ;  and  that  the  right  which    every  ecclefiaftic 
poifeiled  in  the  revenues  of  his  church  was  limited  to 
that  of  a  decent  fubfiflence.    The  annual  revenue  of  the 
church  he  eitimated  at  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions ; 

*  The  extreme  necefiities  of  the  ftate  was  the  apology  that  was 
urged  for  this  flagrant  act  of  injuitice  ;  but  though  we  are  far  from 
wiihing  to  countenance  the  vulgar  opinion  *'  that  the  French  are 
a  nation  ofatheifis,'  yet  it  is  too  ceitain  that  many  of  their  leaders, 
were  of  that  defcriptiun,  and  this  moft  impolitic  meafure  we  are  in- 
clined to  think  originated  in  the  irreligious  prejudices  of  fome  of  its 
projectors.  However  this  may  be,  it  has  had  the  mod  fatal  confe- 
rences.—  It  lhews  what  bad  politicians  infidels  are,  and  how  impro| 
per  to  be  entrufted  with  the  important  bufinefs  of  legiflating  for  a 
great  nation. 
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one  hundred  millions  of  which  he  propofed  to  appro- 
priate (lill  to  the  purpofes  of  public  worfhip,  and  fifty 
to  the  public  fervice.  This,  with  a  vigorous  exertion 
of  public  economy,  he  afferted,  would  fupply  the  an- 
nual deficit,  and  would  redeem  the  heavy  and  oppref- 
five  fait  tax,  and  the  fale  of  offices.  His  fpeech  con- 
tained many  other  matters  in  detail,  and  appeared  of 
fuch  importance  that  it  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Th^  difcufilon  was  continued  at  intervals  to  the  2d  cf 
November :  the  principal  fpeakers  for  the  affirmative 
were  Meffrs.  Thouret,  Caret,  Mirabeau,  Barnave, 
Gouttes,  and  Dillon;  and  it  was  oppofed  by  M.  Mont* 
laufier,  the  vifcount  de  Mirabeau,  the  abbes  Maury, 
Montefquiou,  d'Aymar,  and  the  archbifhop  of  Aix. 
On  the  one  fide  it  was  urged,  that  is  was  evident  the 
clergy  had  not  a  full  title  as  proprietors  in  the  church 
lands,  becaufe  no  ecclefiaftic  could  fell  or  difpofe  of 
them ;  that  public  utility  is  the  fupreme  law,  and 
ought  not  to  be  weighed  in  a  balance  againfl  a  fu- 
perftitious  regard  to  what  was  called  the  will  of  the 
founders;  as  if  a  few  weak  and  injudicious  individuals 
ought  to  bind  the  nation  and  pofterity  ;  that  foundati- 
ons multiplied  by  vanity,  if  fuffered  to  be  of  eternal  du- 
ration, would  in  time  abforb  the  whole  property  of  a 
nation ;  as  for  inftance,  if  every  perfon  that  ever  lived 
had  a  fepulchre,  there  would  have  been  a  neceility  for 
overthrowing  thefe  barren  monuments,  in  order  to 
find  lands  for  cultivation.  They  diftinguifhed  the 
edates  of  the  clergy  into  three  kinds  :  thofe  which 
were  bellowed  by  the  kings,  by  aggregate  corporations, 
and  by  individuals.  The  foundations  made  by  the 
kings  could  be  only  made  in  the  name  of  the  nation, 
by  difmembering  the  public  eflate.  Thofe  which  were 
made  by  aggregate  bodies  fall  under  the  fame  predica- 
ment ;  every  fuch  gift  was  the  undoubted  deed,  that  is, 
the  undoubted  property,  of  the  nation. 

With  refpetr.  to  the  donations  of  individuals,  it  wrs 
afked,  what  is  property  in  general  ?  It  is  a  right  given 
by  the  laws  and  convention  of  a  Hate  to  an  individual, 
to  poffefs  exclufively  what  in  a  ftate'of  nature  would  have 
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been  the  property  of  all,  or  of  any  other  perfon ;  it  is  an 
eftate  acquired  in  virtue  of  the  laws*.  No  law  of  the 
nation,  it  was  urged,  had  conftituted  the  clergy  a  per- 
manent body  ;  they  were  created  by  the  nation,  they 
might  be  deitroyed  by  the  nation-  This  every  founder 
muit  have  feen  ;  and  muft  have  feen  that  it  was  not  in 
his  power  to  trefspafs  on  the  rights  of  the  nation.  The 
clergy,  it  was  afferted,  were  the  fervants  of  the  flate, 
were  authorized  to  demand  a  fubliflence  from  the  ftate  ; 
and  confequently,  if  they  poffeffed  property,  it  could  be  for 
no  other  purpofe  than  to  relieve  the  public  from  the 
charge.  The  fame  obfervations  were  applied  to  whatever 
eftates  might  have  been  acquired  by  the  economy  or  dili- 
gence of  the  ecclefiaftics  themfelves  ;  and  it  was  afked, 
whether  it  was  not  of  importance  to  religion  and  morals, 
that  a  more  equal  diftribution  of  the  ecclefiaftical  reve- 
nues mould  henceforward  reward  the  induftrious,  and 
reitrain  the  luxury  of  thofe  who  were  a  difgrace  to  the 
facred  order  ? 

The  advocates  of  the  clergy,  on  the  other  hand,  main- 
tained, that  their  opponents  had  grounded  their  argu- 
ments on  a  principle  which  was  drawn  from  the  dark  and 
abftract  fubtleties  of  metaphyfics,  in  oppofition  to  the  dic- 
tates of  common  fenfe,  the  evidence  of  hiflory,  and  the 
univerfal  practice  of  mankind  ;  that  unlefs  the  rights  of 
property  were  held  facred,  civil  fociety  was  diffolved, 
the  confidence  that  ought  to  be  its  fupport  was  for  ever 
removed,  and  men  funk  again  into  a  flate  of  nature,  that 
is,  of  barbarifm  and  rapine  ;   that  the  eftates  of  the  cler- 

*  Though  we  endeavour  as  completely  as  is  confident  with  our  IU 
mits  to  give  an  abftraCt  of  the  arguments  that  **ere  Hated  in  the  af- 
fembly  on  every  important  qucftion,  we  would  not  be  understood  to 
aifent  to  all  that  we  quote.  The  fentiment  which  we  have  juft  re» 
peated  is  wretched  fophiftry  ;  and  if  it  was  admitted,  it  would  follow 
that  a  legiflature  might  at  any  time  enact  an  Agrarian  law,  which 
would  be  the  mod  outrageous  aft  of  tyranny  and  injuttice.  It  is  not 
true  that  property  has  merely  origln.ited  from  the  una  ;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  one  great  end  and  reafon  for  the  infthution  of  laws  is  the  p.o- 
teclion  of  property.  We  would  neither  adopt  the  language  of  the  nati- 
onal alTembly    nor  of  Mr     Barke Man    has    impicfcriptible    rights 

r--God  forbid  it  was  other  wife  !    and  one  of  theie  is  the  right  of  pro- 
perty. 
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gy  were  never  actually  poffeffed  by  the  nation  ;  and 
were  fanctioned  by  the  fame  titles,  the  fame  authorities, 
as  the  eftates  of  private  citizens:  a  part  was  obtained  by 
bequeft  or  alignment  ;  and  a  part  was  the  effect  of  eco- 
nomy and  induftry  in  the  clergy  themfelves :  that  to  de- 
prive the  church  of  its  property,  was  to  anihilate  it ; 
that  infinite  fcandal  would  accrue  to  the  nation  from  fuch 
a  meafure  ;  and  that  religion  itfelf  would  receive  a  fatal 
wound.  The  clergy  concluded  by  offering  a  quarter  of 
their  revenues  to  fupply  the  deficiency  of  the  finances, 
and,  if  that  fhould  not  be  fufficient,  a  half:  but  the  of- 
fer was  mod  imprudently  rejected,  and  it  was  decreed, 
"  that  the  eftates  of  the  church  were  at  the  difpofal  of 
the  nation,  which  undertakes  to  provide  for  the  decent 
fupport  of  the  clergy;  and  that  in  confequence  no  cler- 
gyman ought  to  poffefs  lefs  in  any  parim  than  1200  Yi- 
vres,  or  about  60L  per  annum,  independent  of  the  par- 
fonage-houfe,  garden  glebe,  &c." 

While  the  difcuflion  concerning  the  eftates  of  the 
clergy  was  in  agitation,  the  afTembly  abolifhed  formally 
lettres  de  cachet  and  all  arbitrary  imprifonment ;  de- 
creed, that  henceforth  no  man  could  be  imprifoned  but 
for  offences  againft  the  laws  ;  and  appointed  a  com- 
mittee for  inquiring  into  the  offences  of  perfons  detain- 
ed in  the  ftate  prifons.  They  alio  abolifhed  the  differ- 
ence of  habit  which  marked  the  different  orders  in  the 
national  affembly.  They  refufed  to  invert  their  own 
members  with  any  peculiar  immunities ;  and  in  parti- 
cular dif claimed  the  privilege  of  franking  letters*  An 
inquiry  into  the  nature  and  amount  of  the  penfions 
paid  out  of  the  public  funds  was  alio  inftituted,  and  a 
committee  appointed  for  the  purpofe. 

The  decree  concerning  the  clergy  was  followed  on 
the  3d  by  another,  which  fufpended  the  parliaments 
from  the  exercife  of  their  functions  ;  and  on  the  5th  the 
final  blow  was  given  to  the  feudal  fyftem,  and  all  its 
confequences,  by  the  famous  decree  which  utterly  abo- 
lifhed all  distinction  of  orders. 

It  is  evident  that  meafures  fo  hoftile  to  the  interefts 
of  fo  many  individuals,  poffeffed  both  of   confequence 
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and  power,  could  not  be  fuffered  without  oppofitiotf. 
The  bifliop  of  Treguier  was  one  of  the  firft  to  d-ra.vf 
the  fword  of  hoftility  agairiit  the  afTembly  :  he  publicly 
declaimed  againft  ail  the  meafures  of  the  new  lerifla- 
ture,  reprefented  them  as  fatal  to  religion .  and  as  rever- 
fina  the  whole  fyftem  of  government.  About  the  fame 
period,  a  considerable  number  of  the  members  ot  the 
parliament  of  FouJocfe,  who  ftyled  themfelves  of  the 
order  of  nobility,  publifhed  an  invitation  to  the  clergy 
and  the  tiers  etat,  to  unite  wilh  them  in  211  effort  "  to 
reftore  to  religion  its  beneficial  influence ;  to  the  laws, 
their  force  and  aclion ;  to  the  monarch,  his  liberty  and 
loft  authority." 

But  what  might  appear  more  formidable  ftiil,  was- 
the  convoking  of  the  ancient  provincial  ftates.  Thofe 
of  Beam  were  actually  aMembled.  Thofe  of  Dauphine 
convoked  themfelves  alio  without  the  king's  authority  \- 
and,  contrary  to  their  own  pofitive  refolution,  they  re- 
ftored  the  diftinclion  of  orders  in  their  form-  of  ailem- 
bling.  The  flates  of  Carnbray  protected  againft  the 
decree  concerning  the  church  lands.  In  Bntany  aJfdj 
fome  ftrong  efforts  of  party  were  made,  which  could 
fcarcely  fail  to  intimidate  a  body  lefs  refolute  than  the 
national  aflembly. 

The  parliaments  were  not  backward  in  joining. this 
league  againft  the  new  arrangements.  The  chamber  oi 
vacations  at  Rouen  regiftered  indeed  the  law  which  fuf- 
pended  their  powers,  but  tranfmitted  a  fecret  proteft  to 
the  king,  who,  juftly  irritated  at  fuch  a  proceeding,  ini- 
mediately  laid  it  before  the  aflembly.  So  decifive  a 
defiance  of  the  legiflative  authority  demanded  exempla- 
ry punifhment ;  and  the  afTembly  refolved,  "  that  this- 
proteft  mould  be  forthwith  fubmitted  to  the  tribunal, 
which  for  the  time  had  cognizance  of  the  crimes  of 
leze-nation  ;  and  that  the  king  mould  be  entreated  to 
name  another  chamber  of  vacations,  which  might  regi- 
fter  without  any  comment  the  decree  of  the  3d  of  No- 
vember.'5 So  decided  a  ftep  had  its  due  effect  upon 
the  refractory  parliament.  Inftead  of  perfifting  in  its 
oppofincn:  its  fir  ft  ftep  was  to  endeavour  to  explain  a- 
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\\>Ay  the  malignant  fpirit  of  the  protefl  ;  to  reprefent, 
that  the  decree  was  regiftered  in  the  faired  and  mod 
Tim  pie  manner  ;  and  that  the  paper  in  queftion  was 
meant  merely  as  a  teltiniony  of  refpect  to  his  majefty. 
Satisfied  with  this  fubmiifion,  the  king  wrote  to  the 
prefident  with  his  own  hand,  foliciting  the  pardon  of 
the  offending  chamber  of  vacations,  which,  after  fome 
debate,  was  at  length  accorded.  The  parliament  of 
Metz,  in  the  fame  fpirit  but  with  le'fs  violence,  protefled 
againft  the  decree  which  fufpended  its  functions :  the 
affembly  ordered  the  offending  members  to  their  bar  ; 
but  the  parliament  finding  little  fupport  from  the  peo- 
ple, and  terrified  for  the  confequences,  applied  to  the 
municipality  to  intercede  v/ith  the  legiflative  body  in 
their  favour.  A  decree  of  amnefty  was  therefore  pair- 
ed, and  the  pardon  of  the  magiftrates  granted  to  the  en- 
treaty of  the  citizens. 

In  Provence,  and  particularly  at   Marfeilles,  commo- 
tions were  excited  by  a  fatal  jealoufy  between  the  mem- 
bers of  the  parliament  and  the  municipality.     A  cat  was 
hanged  by  the  populace  at  Marfeilles,  and  the  aristo- 
cratic party  infilled  upon  it  that  the  execution  was  em- 
blematical.    The  intendant  of  that  city  was  particularly 
odious  to  the  people,   and  he  requeued  a  military  force 
to  affift  him  in  preferving  order.     The  military  were  re- 
ceived  with    infinite   courtefy  by  the  inhabitants  :  but 
the  harmony  was  net  of  lon^r  continuance  :  for  the  dif- 
turbances  broke  out  afrefh,  on  an  attempt  being  made 
by  M.   Caraman,   the  commander  of  the  troops,  to  re- 
form the  confutation  of  the  national  guard.     An  invi- 
tation was  polled  up   in  different  parts  of  the  city,  re- 
quiring the  citizens  to  repair  to   the    turret  to  oppofe 
this  reform.     Thither  immediately  the  military  was  or- 
dered, and  one  of  the  citizens  was  killed.     The  people 
carried  his  body  through  the  flreets  ;  and  entered  the 
houfe  of  an  obnoxious  perfon,  M.  la  Fleche  ;  the  mili- 
tary were    again   called   out,   and  twenty-three  perfons 
were  arretted.     The  feverity  of  the  prevot-general,  M. 
Bournifac,  in  profecuting  on  account  of  thefe  commo- 
tions, and  his  injuftice  in  directing  accufations  againft 
Vol.  I.  U 
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innoxious  citizens  who  wereguiltlefs  of  every  public  of- 
fence, continued  to  promote  inftead  of  appeafmg  ihe 
troubles  The  indignation  of  the  national  affembly  was 
at  length  roufed  by  thefe  proceedings.  The  proiecu- 
tion  of  the  offenders  was  taken  out  of  the  hands  ofM. 
Bournifac,  and  referred  to  the  fenefchal  court  of  Mar- 
feilles,  and  peace  was  once  more  eftablifhed. 

It  was  natural,  in  fuch  a  (late  of  things,  that  jealou- 
fies  fhould  arife  between  the  people  and  the  foldiery  ; 
and  thefe  jealoufies  v/ere  certainly  fomented  with  in- 
duftry  by  the  enemies  of  the  new  conftitutiom  At 
Toulon,  M.  Albert  de  Rioms,  commandant  of  the  ma- 
rine, a  man  of  high  military  reputation,  but  fuppofed 
to  be  infected  with  arift  ocratical  prejudices,  offended  the 
populace  by  exprefling  himfelf  in  a  contemptuous  man- 
ner of  the  national  guard,  and  prohibiting  the  workmen 
in  the  arfenal  from  wearing  the  national  cockade.  His 
rafnnefs,  however,  had  nearly  cod:  him  his  life  ;  a  mob 
aifembled,  and  but  for  the  prudence  of  the  national 
guard,  would  have  facrificed  him  to  their  refentment. 
He  and  four  of  his  principal  officers,  who  were  accufed 
of  having  given  orders  to  fire  on  the  people,  were  corn- 
mi.  ted  to  prifon  to  wait  the  decifion  of  the  affembly ; 
and  thQ  legifl alive  body  judging  favourably  of  the  mo- 
tives of  M.  Albert,  and  probably  wifhing  to  provoke  as 
little  as  poflible  the  refentment  of  any  party,  paffed  a 
decree  favourable  to  the  reftoration  of  tranquillity,  and 
liberated  the  officers. 

About  the  fame  period  a  melancholy  event,  the  effect 
of  private  revenge,  took  place  at  Senlis,  which,  from 
the  vicinity  of  that  place  to  Paris,  made  the  greater 
impremon.  A  foldier,  who  had  been  difcharged  from 
the  national  troops,  fired  on  a  proceflion  of  the  citizens 
as  they  paffed  by  the  houfe  in  which  he  was  An  im- 
inenfe  multitude  ruflied  impetuoufly  in  to  feize  the  cul- 
prit ;  when  the  houfe,  by  defign,  as  was  generally  be- 
lieved, blew  up5  and  no  lefs  than  fixty  perfpns  loft  their 
lives,  and  an  immenfe  number  were  wounded  by  the 
explofion. 
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While  the  provinces  were  agitated  by  thefe  and  fimi- 
lar  events,  the  national  affembly  was  divided  by  contend- 
ing parties,  and  not  lefs  by  the  interefted  contefls  of 
private  ambition.  Among  the  mod  important  diicuf- 
fions  at  this  period,  was  that  which  regarded  the  eli- 
gibility of  the  executive  miniiters  to  feats  in  the  legif- 
lative  affembly.  It  was  about  the  beginning  of  Novem- 
ber that  the  count  de  Mirabeau,  after  a  long  difcourfe. 
upon  the  ftate  of  the  nation  and  the  finances,  propofed 
three  motions  for  the  confideration  of  the  affembly : 
the  fir  ft  regarded  the  fnpply  of  corn  and  bread  ;  the 
fecond  contained  a  propofal  for  eftablifhing  a  national 
bank;  and  the  third  imported,  "  that  his  majefty's  mi- 
nifters  mould  be  invited  to  a  confultative  voice  in  the 
affembly,  till  the  conftitution  mould  have  determined 
the  rules  by  which  they  were  to  be  governed."  So 
ftrange  a  combination  as  that  of  the  laft  article  with 
two  motions  which  fimply  regarded  the  finance,  could 
not  fail  to  alarm  the  popular  party  ;  and  as  the  count 
de  Mirabeau  was  not  fufpecled  of  the  pureft  motives, 
the  difcuffion  of  the  two  firft  proportions  was  foon  a- 
bandoned  to  make  room  for  the  third,  which  appeared 
of  the  greateft  magnitude  and  importance  to  the  nation. 
It  was  fpiritedly  attacked  by  Meffrs  Blin,  Cuftine,  de 
Richier,  d'Eftourmel,  and  the  vifcount  de  Noailles ; 
and  it  was  fupported  by  M.  M.  de  Montmorenci,  Ga- 
rat,  jun.  by  the  duke  de  la  Rochefoucault,  count  Cler- 
mont Tonnerre,  and  others.  An  adjournment  was  pro- 
pofed ;  and  the  debate  was  renewed  with  connderable 
fpirit  the  following  day,  on  an  amendment  propofed  by 
3VI.  Lanjuinais,  which  excluded  completely  the  mem- 
bers of  the  national  affembly,  and  for  three  vears  after 
they  ceafed  to  be  members,  from  any  mare  in  the  exe- 
cutive government.  By  :he  party  which  fupported  the 
admiffibility  of  minifters  to  the  legiflature,  it  was  plead- 
ed, that  the  prefence  of  minifters  was  frequently  requi- 
red for  the  purpofe  of  information  ;  that  it  would  give 
a  dignity  and  iplendour  to  the  officers  of  the  crown ; 
that  the  public  fervice  ought  not  to  deprive  any  citizen 
of  his  rights,  and  there  were  none  better  qualified  to 
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legiibte  than  thofe  who  were  generally  appointed  to 
the  high  offices  of  the  Hate.  In  defence  of  the  motion 
of  M  de  Mirabeau  in  particular  it  was  contended,  that 
in  all  events  it  was  only  a  mere  temporary  meafure,  and 
that  to  this  moment  no  perfon  had  doubted  of  the  pro- 
priety of  the  members  of  the  Mates -general  a6ting  in  a 
public  capacity*  On  the  other  hand  it  was  urged,  with 
fcarcely  lefs  force  and  energy,  that  the  admiffion  of  mi- 
nifters  to  a  feat  and  a  voice  among  the  reprefentatives/ 
of  the  people,  effectually  confounded  what  ought  to  be 
preferved  efTentially  diftinct,  the  legiflative  and  execu- 
tive pov*7ers  ;  that  the  fervants  of  the  crown  could  not 
without  manifeft  injury  be  admitted  to  participate  in 
the  higher!:  prerogative,  that  of  legiilation.  The  exam- 
ple of  England  was  adduced  as  an  inftance  of  the  ill  ef- 
fects of  this  fyftem,  where  two  factions  are  continually 
kept  up  in  the  legiflative  body  ;  that  of  the  minifters, 
who  are  endeavouring  to  keep  their  places,  and  that  of 
the  oppoiition,  or  thofe  whole  endeavour  it  is  to  per- 
plex and  embarrafs  the  agents  of  the  executive  power, 
in  order  that  they  may  feize  the  vacant  offices.  The 
count  de  Mirabeau,  highly  exafperated,  at  length  mo- 
ved, "  that  the  motion  mould  only  extend  to  the  ex- 
cluiion  of  M.  Lanjuinais  and  himfeif  'from  the  miniftry.'* 
It  was,  however,  finally  determined  in  favour  of  the 
motion  of  M.  Lanjuinais  ;  and  with  this  addition,  with 
rdpect  to  the  prefent  constituting  aflcmbly.  "  that  no 
member  could  accept  of  any  place  in  the  miniftry." 

Another  determination,  which  was  effected  with  more 
complete  unanimity,  will  probably  meet  with  more  ge- 
neral approbation.  The  ifland  of  Corllca,  from  the  pe- 
riod in  which  it  was  conquered,  had  never  been  firmly 
attached  to  the  old  government  of  France,  and  had 
been  retained  in  Subjection  only  by  the  Strong  fetters  of 
military  defpotifrn.  They  had  never  ratified  the  infa- 
mous contract  by  which  a  nation  was  transferred,  like 
a  flock  of  fheep,  from  the  dominion  of  Genoa  to  that 
of  France.  The  meeting  of  the  ftates-general  had  revi- 
ved within  the  bofoms  of  thefe  brave  men  the  untamed 
Spirit  of  liberty,  and  the  hope  of  being  ence  more  rein-. 
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Hated  in  their  rights.  Thefe  hopes  were  fucceeded  by 
a  fmifter  rumour,  that  they  were  once  more  to  be  ce- 
ded to  the  detefted  domination  of  Genoa ;  or,  that  at 
leaft  they  were  to  be  dill  retained  as  a  fervile  appen- 
dage to  a  land  of  freedom.  In  fuch  a  ftate  of  doubt 
and  perplexity,  the  paftions  of  the  multitude  are  eafily 
excited.  They  propofed  immediately  to  form  a  nati- 
onal guard.  The  citizens  of  Baftia  alTembled  for  that 
purpofe  in  the  parilh  church  of  St.  John.  The  army- 
marched  to  difperfe  them,  and  in  the  contefl  fome  lives 
were  loft.  In  this  (late  of  ferment  the  ifland  remain- 
ed, when  a  deputation  appeared  at  the  bar  of  the  af- 
fembly,  entreating,  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  Corfi- 
ca,  that  they  might  be  irrevocably  united  by  a  decree  of 
the  legiilature  to  the  French  nation,  as  a  conflituent 
part  of  the  empire.  Such  a  requeft  was  too  reafonable 
and  too  flattering  to  the  affembly  not  to  be  inftantly 
complied  with  ;  and  this  was  followed  by  a  motion  of 
the  count  de  Mirabeau  (who  lamented  that  his  youth 
had  been  difgraced  by  participating  in  the  conqueft  of 
this  iiland),  to  reftore  all  who  had  emigrated,  except 
on  account  of  civil  crimes,  to  their  rank,  their  rights, 
and  their  property. 

Notwithstanding  all  that  had  been  effected  in  favour 
of  the  people,  the  ftate  ftill  continued  to  be  opprefted 
under  an  intolerable  weight  of  diftrefs,  occafioned  by 
the  total  diforder  of  the  finances.  The  public  deficien- 
cy was  an  immenfe  gulf,  which  no  patriotic  facrifice  was 
powerful  enough  to  ciofe,  and  the  pecuniary  embar- 
ramnents  of  the  nation  feemed  rather  to  increafe.  The 
current  fpecie  of  the  country  was  fwept  away  by  emi- 
gration ;  and  the  royal  treafury  was  exhaufted  by  the 
purchafe  of  corn  and  provifions.  A  miracle  was  ne- 
ceffary  to  reinftate  the  public  affairs,  and  this  miracle 
was  expected  from  the  minifter  of  finance.  But,  in  fuch 
a  ftate  of  things,  what  could  human  wifdom  or  human 
forefight  effect  ?  In  the  midft  of  alarms,  offufpicions,  of 
difcredit,  it  was  impoilible  to  enter  upon  any  new  or  ex- 
traordinary meafure  for  reinftating  the  wealth  and  re-* 
fources  of  the  nation  :  the  minifter,  therefore,  inftead 
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of  producing  a  new  and  complete  fyftem  of  national  fi- 
nance, embraced  that  remedy  which  appeared  moll  a- 
dapted  to  the  circumflances  ;  and,  amidft  a  number  of 
difficulties,  made  choice  of  that  which  appeared  to  be 
fraught  with  lean:  danger  and  inconvenience.  The 
caiile  d'efcompte,  though  not  ftridiy  a  national  inftitu- 
tion,  had  been  a  favourite  with  mod  of  the  minifters 
from  the  period  of  its  inflitution ;  it  had  occafionally 
rendered  fervice  to  the  ftate  ;  and,  at  the  period  of 
which  we  are  now  treating,  the  nation  was  indebted  to 
it  in  no  lefs  a  fum  than  feventy  millions.  The  idea  of 
a  national  bank  had  for  fome  years  been  extremely  po- 
pular in  France.  In  compliance,  therefore,  with  the 
popular  voice,  and  as  the  only  means  of  furnifhing  the 
nation  with  refources,  M.  Neckar  propofed  the  eftab- 
lifhment  of  one  ;  and  for  the  bafis  of  this  eftablifhment 
he  was  defirous  of  taking  an  inflitution  to  which  the 
public  had  fo  many  obligations,  and  wished,  in  a  word, 
to  convert  the  caiiTe  d'efcompte  into  a  national  bank. 
In  oppofition  to  this  plan  two  obftacles  prefented  them- 
felves :  the  credit  of  the  caifle  d'efcompte  was  extreme- 
ly low  ;  and  therefore  it  was  neither  eafy  to  force  its 
notes  into  circulation,  nor  to  protract  the  period  when 
it  mould  be  called  upon  to  convert  them  into  fpecie. 
After  much  difcuffion  in  the  aifembly,  it  was  determi- 
ned in  part  to  adopt  the  plan  of  the  minifter,  to  ad  with 
juftice  towards  the  caifle  d'efcompte,  to  provide  the  na- 
tion with  a  temporary  fupply,  and  to  derive  as  fpeedy 
advantages  as  might  be  from  the  immenfe  landed  pro- 
perty of  the  king  and  of  the  clergy.  Two  decrees  to 
this  effed  were  palled  on  the  1 9th  of  December,  the 
particulars  of  which  it  would  be  tedious  to  detail :  the 
fir  ft  gave  currency  to  the  notes  of  the  cailTe  d'efcompte, 
ftipulating  at  the  fame  time,  that  it  fhould  furniih  the 
national  treafury  with  eighty  millions  for  the  current 
year,  which  were  to  be  reimburfed,  together  with  the 
old  debt,  by  allignats  on  the  cailTe  de  I'extraordinaire  : 
and  the  fecond  created  a  caiffe  de  I' 'extraordinaire,  in 
which  all  patriotic  donations  were  to  be  funded,  and 
which  was  to  take  charge  of  the  fale  of  the  national  do- 


REVOLUTION  IN  FRANCE  163 

mains,  and  from  thefe  refources   to   anfwer  ultimately 
the  exigencies  of  the  public. 

This  plan  was  no  fooner  carried  into  execution,  than 
a  profufion  of  patriotic  donations  flowed  into  the  aflem- 
bly.  Even  foreigners,  affected  with  the  fame  generous 
enthufiafm,  were  defirous  of  participating  in  the  glory 
of  giving  liberty  to  France,  and  extricating  thofe  noble 
aflertors  of  freedom  from  the  difficulties  that  befet  them. 
The  city  of  Neufchatel,  among  others,  prefented  the 
nation  with  a  quarter  of  its  revenue,  which  was  accept- 
ed with  gratitude :  but  a  donation  of  900,000  livres 
oifered  by  the  republic  of  Geneva  met  with  a  very  dif- 
ferent reception.  The  ruling  party  of  that  city  were 
confidered  as  ufurpers,  who  by  the  force  of  arms  had 
feized  the  government  in  1782,  and  had  retained  it  in 
oppofition  to  the  rights  of  the  citizens.  With  a  una- 
nimity reputable  to  their  feelings,  the  aiTembly  refufed 
the  donation,  declaring,  that  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
French  nation  could  not  accept  of  a  prefent  from  the 
oppreflbrs  of  Geneva. 

The  patriotifm  and  virtue  of  the  afifembly  were  put 
to  a  feverer  trial  on  the  10th  of  December.  The  re- 
volted dates  of  Brabant  and  Flanders  were  naturally 
led  to  look  up  to  the  aflertors  of  Gallic  liberty,  as  pro- 
tectors and  allies.  M.  Vandernoot,  therefore,  who  af- 
fumed  the  title  and  character  of  agent  plenipotentiary  of 
Brabant,  tranfmitted  to  the  king  and  the  legiflative  body 
the  manifeflo  of  thofe  newly  created  dates.  The  firfl 
impulfe  of  the  people  demanded  the  immediate  recogni- 
tion of  the  liberty  and  independence  of  the  Auftrian 
Netherlands  ;  but  the  aflembly  had  the  courage  and  the 
prudence  to  refiit  this  impulfe  ;  and  confcious  that  the 
itate  was  unprepared  for  a  general  continental  war,  in 
which  fuch  a  ftep  muft  infallibly  involve  them,  and  yet 
unwilling  to  declare  themfelves  the  immediate  partifans 
of  defpotifm,  deferred  opening  the  difpatch  till  a  remote 
period. 

The  examples  of  the  rebellious  parliaments  of  Metz 
and  Rouen  did  not  deter  that  of  Britany  from  follow- 
ing their  example  j  with  this  additional  mark  pf  con- 
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tumacy,  that  the  chamber  of  vacations  there  did  not 
fatisfy  itfelf  with  a  protefl  againfl  the  authority  of  the 
legiflature,  but  positively  refufed  to  regiiter  the  edict 
which  fufpended  them  from  the  exercife  of  their  func- 
tions. On  being  ordered  to  the  bar  of  the  afTembly, 
they  pleaded  that  the  term  for  the  exercife  of  their 
power  was  expired,  and  therefore  they  could  not  per* 
form  any  legal  act  ;  but  juftified  the  meafure  (till  fur- 
ther by  a  reference  to  the  old  charters  and  fiatutes  of 
Britany.  The  confequence  was,  that,  being  a  fecond 
time  ordered  to  the  bar,  they  were  deprived  formally 
of  the  rights  of  active  citizens,  till  by  a  folemn  ad  they 
fhould  declare  their  fubmiffion  ;  and  a  temporary  cham- 
ber was  eflabliihed  for  the  adminiftration  of  juflice  in 
Britany* 

The  corruption  which  had  pervaded  all  the  old  tri- 
bunals of  j  aft  ice,  indeed,  appeared  fcarcely  lefs  to  at* 
tach  to  that  of  the  Chatelet  than  to  the  provincial  ad- 
miniflrations.  In  acquitting  the  baron  Bezenval,  mar- 
shal Broglio,  and  the  prince  de  Lambefq,  they  at  once 
afferted  the  facred  independance  of  the  laws,  and  de- 
monflrated  their  own  regard  to  juflice.  To  condemn 
the  fervants  of  an  exifting  government  for  obedience  to 
the  commands  of  their  fuperiors,  is  to  punifh  the  guilt- 
lefs,  while  the  really  criminal  efcape;  and  to  try  men 
for  offences  againfl  the  rights  of  the  people,  while  the 
aclual  conflitution  of  the  country  has  denied  them  any, 
is  to  try  them  by  an  ex  pqft  faclo  law.  But,  in  the  ia- 
crifice  of  the  marquis  de  Favras,  this  tribunal  forfeited 
the  honour  it  would  otherwife  have  acquired  in  the 
eyes  of  good  men,  and  enveloped  their  own  proceed- 
ings in  a  veil  of  my  fiery  unbecoming  a  free  govern- 
ment, and  which  fixes  an  indelible  (lain  upon  their 
own  characters. 

This  unfortunate  gentleman  inherited  from  nature 
an  entereprifmg  genius,  and  an  exalted  ambition.  He 
had  been  fucceffively  a  captain  of  dragoons,  and  firft 
lieutenant  of  the  Swifs  guards  in  the  iervice  of  Mon- 
fieur.  He  had  married  a  princefs  of  Anhalt  Schaam- 
burgh,  who  had  been  persecuted  by  her  family  on  ac* 
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unt  of  her  attachment  to  the  Roman  catholic  religi- 
on ;  and,  by  his  fphit  and  addrefs,  had  obtained  an 
imperial  refcript  to  oblige  the  prince  her  father  to  al- 
low his  daughter  a  pennon  of  one  thoufand  florins. 
The  marquis  de  Favras  engaged  deeply  in  the  troubles 
of  Holland  in  1785  ;  and  having  undertaken  to  raife  a 
regiment  for  the  fervice  of  the  patriotic  party,  he  form- 
ed a  connection  with  a  M.  Tourcaty,  who  engaged  to 
furniih  him  with  troops.  The  peace,  however,  which 
was  forced  upon  the  Dutch  by  the  military  mediation 
of  the  king  of  Prufna,  difconcerted  his  projects,  and 
induced  him  to  turn  his  attention  to  the  infurrection 
in  Brabant,  as  a  proper  field  for  the  difplay  of  his  ta- 
lents. His  patriotic  connections  in  thefe  countries, 
however,  had  not  converted  him  to  the  democratic 
fide  of  the  queftion  in  his  own.  Connected  by  birth 
with  the  ariftocracy,  and  in  habits  of  intimacy  with  the 
great  men  of  the  court,  he  was  fuppofed  to  have  been 
privy  to  the  plan  of  carrying  off  the  king  to  Metz.  He 
was  one  of  the  nrft  to  wear  the  white  cockade  on  the 
2d  of  October ;  and  on  the  5th  he  had  requefted  3VL 
de  St.  Pried  to  furniih  him  and  a  number  of  volunteers 
with  horfes  from  the  royal  (tables,  in  order  to  difperfe 
the  rabble,  and  deprive  them  of  their  artillery. 

After  the  eftablifhnient  of  the  king  and  the  aflembly 
at  Paris,  the  marquis  de  Favras  was  accufed  of  entering 
into  a  further  confpiracy,  the  object  of  which  was  to 
engage  a  number  of  men,  under  the  pretenceof  railing 
a  regiment  for  the  fervice  of  Brabant i  who  were  to  en- 
ter Paris  by  different  ways,  to  mauacre  M.  de  la  Fayet- 
te, M.  Bailly,  and  M.  Neckar,  and  with  or  without  his 
confent  convey  the  king  to  Peronne.  Monfieur  the  king's 
brother,  was  alfo  fufpected  of  being  at  the  head  of  this 
confpiracy.  In  the  courfe  of  his  proceedings,  he  re- 
newed his  connection  with  Tourcatv,  in  order  to  en- 
gage  his  fervices  in  railing  men  :  this  perfon  had  intro- 
duced him  to  another  of  the  name  of  Morel.  Thefe 
were  his  principal  agents ;  and  in  concert  with  thefe 
men  he  actually  applied  to  M.  Chomel,    a    moneyed 

Vol.  I.  X 


i66  HISTORY  OF  THE 

man  in  Paris  to  negotiate  a  loan  in  the  name  of  Mon- 
fieur. 

The  news  of  this  fuppofed  confpiracy  was  no  fooner 
abroad,  than  the  whole  city  was  in  a  ftate  of  confufion. 
Monfieur  flew  to  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  to  explain  to  the 
magiftrates  the  nature  of  his  connexion  with  M   de  Fa- 
vras.     He  dated  that  in  1772  that  gentleman  entered 
into  his  Swifs  guards,  and  declined  the  fervicein  1775, 
from  which  time  he  had  never  fpoken  with  him.     That 
finding  himfelf  difappointed  from  the  troubles  of  the 
nation  in  the  collection  of  his  revenues,  and  not   wifh- 
ing  to  apply  to  the  public   treafury,  he  determined  to 
folicit  a  private  loan ;  that  M.  de  Favras  had   been  re- 
co  ^mended  as  a  proper  perfon  to  negociate  this  bun- 
n~fs,  and  had  actually  effected  it  with  Meiheurs  Chomel 
and  Sertorius,  bankers ;  but  that   he  had  never   had 
any  perfonal  communication  with  the  marquis  de  Favras 
on  this  affair,  or  on  any  other.     He   appealed,    in  his 
juftification,  to  his  conduct  in  the  affembly  of  the  no- 
tables ;  and  allured  the  magiftrates,  that   he  had  ever 
been  a  mod  firm  friend  to  the  revolution.     The  dif- 
courfe  of  Monfieur  appeared  to  fatisfy  both  the  magif- 
trates and  the  national  affembly,    though   fome  of    the 
patriotic   writers  have   Hill  continued  to  doubt  of  his 
innocence. 

M.  de  Favras  was  arretted  on  the  26th  of  December, 
but  was  not  brought  to  trial  before  the  9th  of  Februa- 
ry following.  The  principal  evidences  againft  him 
were  Tourcaty  and  Morel,  who  dated  the  facts,  which 
have  been  already  related,  in  accufation  :  and  thefe 
were  corroborated  by  the  teftimony  of  a  M.  Marquie, 
who  had  been  a  ferieant  in  the  French  guards,  had  dif- 
tingiiiihed  himfelf  in  the  taking  of  the  Eaftille,  and 
was  now  fub-lieu tenant  of  one  of  the  centre  companies. 
On  the  6th  of  October  this  perfon  had  been  extremely 
active  in  faving  the  lives  of  the  gardes-du  corps  ;  and, 
in  conducting  the  king  to  Paris,  was  obferved  to  Pried 
tears.  It  appeared  that  the  marquis  de  Favras  had  had 
fome  interviews  in  private  with  M.  Marquie,  in  which 
he  attempted  to  infufe  into  his  mind  fuipicicns  that  the 
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French  guards  were  no  longer  to  be  entrufted  with  the 
honour  of  guarding  their  monarch,  which  was  to  be 
committed  entirely  to  the  citizens :  he  infmuated,  that 
they  ought  to  refume  their  former  appellation ;  and 
prefented  him  with  a  pamphlet,  the  title  of  which  was, 
"  Open  your  eyes."  To  all  this  the  marquis  replied, 
in  his  defence,  that  confidering  himfelf,  as  he  was, 
without  money,  without  men  ;  with  no  confidants  but 
two  fuch  perfons  as  Tourcaty  and  Morel,  the  grofs  ab- 
furdity  of  projecting  fuch  a  plot  as  he  was  accufed  of 
was  a  fufficient  anfwer  to  the  calumny ;  and  obferved, 
that  the  evidence  of  the  twoflrfl  witneiTes  was  fo  con- 
tradictory and  inconfiflent  with  each  other,  that  their 
teftimony  ought  to  be  confidered  as  of  no  weight. 

A  third  witnefs,  more  formidable  than  any  of  the 
others,  was  however  produced,  and  this  was  M.  Cho- 
mel.  He  did  not  pretend  that  M.  Favras  had  commu- 
nicated to  him  any  particulars  fimilar  to  thofe  which 
were  (fated  by  the  other  witnefles ;  but  afferted,  that 
he  had  talked  with  him  of  a  much  more  feafible  pro- 
ject, which  was,  to  affemble  all  the  difcontented  party 
on  the  frontiers  of  the  Netherlands,  under  a  pretence 
of  taking  part  in  that  difpute,  until  they  mould  form 
an  army  ftrong  enough  to  invade  France  from  different 
quarters ;  which  was  to  be  followed  by  a  reinftatement 
of  the  parliaments,  and  all  the  different  branches  of 
the  old  government  which  had  been  deflroyed. 

On  the  firft  dav  of  the  trial  of  M.  De  Favras,  rhe  mob 
had  endeavoured  riotoufly  to  afTemble  ;  but  the;  were 
difperfed  by  the  mafterly  conduct  of  M.  de  la  Fayette, 
and  the  fidelity  of  the  French  guards,  and  long  before 
his  condemnation  the  city  was  reftored  to  perfect  tran- 
quillity. 

It  is  plain  that  the  evidence  againft  this  unhappy  gen- 
tleman was  by  no  means  fufficiently  decifive  to  juftify 
a  verdict  againfl  him.  At  the  molt,  his  crime  was  lit- 
tle more  than  converfation,  the  expreflion  of  a  wifh  to 
overturn  the  government,  without  the  leaft  probability 
of  fuccefs  in  the  execution  of  it ;  even  this,  however, 
he  mod  ftrenuoufly  denied.     He  afferted,  that  he  was 
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not  difafTected  to  the  new  order   of  things,   and  only 
■wi  (lied  to  fee  his  fovereign  enjoy  in  fafety  and  tranquil- 
lity that  fhare  of  authority  which  was  confident  with  a 
free  government ;  and  that,  in   all  the  projects  he  had 
ever  entertained  concerning  the  levying   of  troops,  he 
had  nothing  farther  in  view  than  to  pufh  his  fortune  hi 
the  fervice  of  Brabant.     He  pleaded  his  caufe  with  all 
the  energy  and  confidence  of  confcious  innocence,  with 
all  the  eloquence  and  argument  of  a  moil  accompliihed 
mind — in  vain.     The  temper  of  the  people,  it  was  fup- 
pofed,  required  a  victim,  and  this   corrupt  tribunal  was 
determined    it   mould  not  want   one.     He   was    found 
guilty,  and  condemned  to  be   executed    on  the  19th  of 
the  fame  month.     If  we  may  credit  the  report  of  ocu- 
lar witneifes,  there  never  was  difplayed  greater   vigour 
of  mind,  greater   force   of  character,    or   more  exalted 
courage,  than  was  man-ifeft  in  the  conduct  of  the  unfor- 
tunate convict,  at  a  moment  the  mod  trying  for  human 
nature.     From  that  period  till  his   execution  his  forti- 
tude never  forfook    him.     On  the  fatal   day  he   was 
dreffed  at  an  early   hour,  and  with  peculiar    decency 
and  care.     He  requeued  that  he  might  be   attended  in 
his  lad  moments  by  the  curate  of  St.    Paul's  church, 
and  profeiTed,  with  a  fober  but  fervent   piety,  his  firm 
belief  in  the  great  truths  of  the  gofpel,  and  his  hope  of 
a  joyful  refurrection.     He  was  drawn  in  a  cart  to  the 
place  of  execution,  his  head  and  feet  naked,  his   hair 
loole  and  flowing,  and  dreffed,   agreeably   to  the  fen- 
tence,  in  a  white  robe  over  his  own  clothes.     When  ar- 
rived before  the  principal  gate  of  Notre  Dame,  he  de- 
fired  to  be  conducted  to  the   Hotel  de  Vide,  where  he 
would  reveal,   he  faid,    important  fecrets.     He  there 
dictated,  with  his  ufual  calmnefs,  a  long  proteftation  of 
his  innocence.     He  declared  that  neither  in  July,  Sep- 
tember, nor  October,  he  had  been  privy  to  any   con- 
fpiracy  to  carry  off  the  king.     His   earnednefs  in  the 
king's  fervice  on  the  5th  of  October  had   pointed  him 
out,  he  faid,  to  a  great  lord  who  was   engaged   about 
the  king's  perfon,  as  a  proper  man  to   obferve  the  mo- 
tions of  the  populace.     This  great  perfon  (probabjjj 
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the  prince  de  Luxembourg)  was,  at  that  time,  appre- 
hensive of  an  infurre&ion  in  the  fuburb  of  St.  An- 
toine ;  he  therefore  employed  M.  de  Favras  to  procure 
intelligence,  in  order  that,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  meaiures 
might  be  taken  for  the  king's  fafety,  and  prefented  him 
with  one  hundred  louis  to  difcharge  his  expences  in 
this  enquiry.  On  this  account,  and  on  this  only,  he 
declared,  he  had  applied  to  Tourcaty  and  Morel,  and 
had  founded  M.  Marquie  with  refpect  to  the  fenti- 
ments  of  the  French  guards.  It  is  laid  moreover,  but 
on  what  authority  we  cannot  afcertain,  that  he  afked 
the  judge  who  attended  him  on  the  occafion,  "  whether, 
if  he  were  to  explain  himfelf  more  openly,  it 
would  make  any  alteration  in  his  favour?"  and 
that,  upon  the  judge  arTuring  him  that  it  was 
impollible  to  defer  the  execution  of  the  fentence, 
he  replied,  M  In  that  cafe,  my  fecret  mall  die  with  me.'* 

At  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening  M.  de  Favras  defcen- 
ded  from  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  and  proceeded  to  the  place 
of  execution  (furrounded  with  lamps  and  torches)  with 
a  firm  flep,  and  with  the  utmoft  cempofure  exhorted 
his  friends  not  to  lament  his  fate.  The  whole  of  the 
ferocious  multitude,  who  waited  for  and  rejoiced  in  his 
death,  was  moved.  The  curate  of  St.  Paul  fainted. 
When  at  the  foot  of  the  fcaffold,  the  marquis  exclaim- 
ed, "  Citizens,  I  die  an  innocent  man.  Pray  for  me." 
The  whole  afTembly  trembled  ;  the  executioner  himfelf 
was  overwhelmed  with  emotions  of  grief;  the  mod 
awful  filence  enfued  for  fome  minutes,  and  was  only 
broken  by  the  intrepid  fuilerer  himfelf  calling  out  to 
the  executioner  to  do  his  duty.  After  hanging  the 
ufual  time,  his  body  was  delivered  to  his  friends. 

Such  was  the  fate  of  this  unfortunate  nobleman  ; — 
unmerited,  certainly,  if  wre  are  to  judge  only  from  the 
evidence  which  is  before  the  public  ;  and  if  among  his 
papers,  which  were  feized,  any  more  convincing  tefti- 
monies  were  found,  they  ought  to  have  been  fairly  ex- 
hibited to  the  world,  whatever  the  rank  of  the  perfons 
whom  they  might  involve.  Either  the  public  ought  to 
have  been  fatisfied  of  the  guilt  of  M.  de  Favras,  or  he 
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ought  to  have  been  acquitted.  What  is  mod:  extraor- 
dinary is,  that  about  the  fame  period  a  M.  Auge  rd 
was  accufed  before  the  fame  tribunal  of  a  fimilar  crime ; 
and  a  project  in  his  own  hand  writing  for  carrying  off 
the  king  to  IVIetz  was  produced,  which  project  he  had 
himfelf  communicated  toM.de  Clermont  xonnerre; 
and  yet,  difficult  as  it  may  be  to  reconcile  fuch  con- 
tradictions, this  man  was  folemnly  acquitted,  while  the 
elegant  and  accomplifhed  Favras  was  condemned  and 
executed. 

While  the  Chatelet  was  thus  ignominioufly  employ- 
ed, the  national  affembly  was  proceeding  in  its  patri- 
otic labours.     Several  decrees  which  reflect  honour  on 
their  liberality  of  fentiment  were  paffed.      Among  thefe 
we  fliall  only    mention  the  decree  which  declares  all 
perfons,  whether  profeffing  the  catholic  religion  or  not, 
eligible  to  all  offices  and  employments  of  the  ftate ; 
and  that  which  abolifhed   the  barbarous  feudal  princi- 
ple, which  attached  infamy  to  the  defendants  of  per- 
fons executed  for  crimes,  and  which,  with  us,  is  ftill  re- 
tained   under    the   unphilofophical   term,  corruption  of 
blood.     On  the  4th  cf  February  the  king  voluntarily  re- 
paired to   the   national  afTembly  ;  and  lamenting,  in  a 
long  difcourfe,   the  malignant  efforts  of  the  enemies  of 
the  new  conftitution,   he  declared    folemnly,   that    he 
would    defend    it   to  the  lait  moment  of  his  exiftence  ; 
and  that,  in  concert  with   the    queen,    it  mould  be  his 
conftant  endeavour  to  educate  his   children   in  the  fa- 
cred  love  of  liberty.     The  applaufe  which  was  bellow- 
ed on  this  difcourfe  was  mingled  with  tears  of  joy  and 
gratitude.     As  foon  as  the  king  was  retired,  the  affem- 
bly decreed  a  mod  loyal  addrels ;  and  profiting  by  the 
occafion,  it  was  alfo  determined  to  adminiiier  immedi- 
ately to   all  the  members  prefent  the   civic  oath,  and  it 
was  enacted  that    thofe  who  were  abfent  mould  not   be 
permitted  to  take  any  part  in  the  deliberations  till  they 
had  fubmitted    to  a  fimilar  ceremony.     The    example 
was  followed  by   the    whole  city  of  Paris  ;  and  at  the 
fame   time  an  addrefs  to  the   provinces  was  decreed  by 
the  affembly,  to  announce  what  they  had  already  effect- 
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ed,  and  what  they  (till  propofed  to  do  for  the  entire 
regeneration  of  the  empire. 

The  diforders  of  the  kingdom  had  not  yet  fubfided. 
At  Befiers  a  riot  was  occafioned  by  the  feizure  of  fome 
contraband  fait  ;  and  five  perfons  were  hanged  by  the 
mob.  The  caftles  of  the  nobility  in  many  parts  of  the 
kingdom  were  pillaged  ;  nor  did  thofe  of  the  mod  de- 
cided patriot-*  efcape.  That  of  M.  Charles  Lameth  was 
plundered  ;  and  that  of  the  duke  d*  Aiguillon  was  threa- 
tened, but  was  faved  by  the  activity  of  the  national 
guard.  As  the  only  remedy,  therefore,  to  thefe  dif- 
graceful  proceedings,  the  affembly  was  obliged,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  riot  acl  formerly  mentioned,  to  pafs  a  de- 
cree, which  made  the  municipality  refponfible  for  what- 
ever damages  might  enfue  from  riotous  affemblies  of 
the  people  in  any  part  of  the  kingdom. 

The  continuance  of  thefe  ads  of  violence  furnifhed 
the  parliament  of  Bourdeaux  with  a  pretext  for  exci- 
ting the  country  againft  the  new  conflitution  :  and  a 
kind  of  report  was  drawn  up  by  the  chamber  of  vaca- 
tions there,  of  the  grievances  which  the  new  arrange- 
ments had  brought  upon  the  country.  As  foon  as  this 
matter  was  known  to  the  national  affembly,  it  was  agi- 
tated with  much  violence  for  fome  days  ;  but  they  at 
length  difmiffed  the  magiftrates  of  the  parliament  with 
a  gentle  reproof. 

If  the  gentlemen  of  the  robe  contended  with  their 
ufual  chicanery  and  addrefs,  the  oppofition  of  the  cler- 
gy was  not  lefs  violent.  It  mud  indeed  be  confefled, 
that  the  property  which  the  latter  had  at  flake  was  much 
more  confiderable  than  that  of  the  former ;  and  their 
claim  to  that  property  was  much  flronger  than  that 
which  the  legal  profeflion  advanced  in  favour  of  their 
monopoly  of  juitice.  Thefe  clamours  were  increafed 
by  the  apprehenfion  that  the  church  lands  were  fpeedi- 
ly  to  be  put  to  fale  ;  and  as  a  preparatory  ftep,  the  abo- 
lition of  monadic  vows  and  orders  was  agitated  in  the 
affembly.  After  a  clamorous  debate  upon  this  fubjecl:, 
which  in  its  own  nature  fcarcely  admitted  of  any,  it  .s 
decreed,  "  that  in  future  the   affembly  would  fanccicn 
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no  monadic  vows  in  perfons  of  either  fex  :  that  the  mo« 
naflic  orders  were  from  that  moment  fupprerTed  iri 
France  :  that  every  individual  confined  in  monafterles^ 
of  either  fex,  might  be  immediately  releafed  from  their 
monadic  obligations,  by  giving  in  their  declaration  to 
the  municipality,  and  that  fuch  mould  be  entitled  to  a 
certain  penfion  ;  but  that  houfes  mould  be  provided  for 
the  reception  and  fupport  of  fuch  as  mould  not  be  dif- 
pofed  to  take  advantage  of  this  decree. 

During  the  difcuflion  of  this  topic  in  the  aflembly  a 
voice  was  heard,  requiring  that  a  decree  mould  be  paff- 
ed,  folemnly  declaring  that  the  Roman  catholic  reli- 
gion was  the  eftablifhed  religion  of  the  ftate  ;  and  this 
was  followed  by  a  violent  clamour,  that  the  church  was 
in  danger.  M.  Dupont  replied,  that  there  could  not 
be  a  doubt  that  the  Roman  catholic  religion  was  the 
religion  of  the  ftate,  fince  they  had  appropriated  more 
than  80,000,000  (or  four  millions  iterling)  annually  to 
its  fupport.  To  put  an  entire  termination,  however,  to 
all  fimilar  debates,  the  arTembly  decreed,  "  that  the  at- 
tachment of  the  nation  to  the  Roman  catholic  religion 
ought  not  to  be  doubted,  fince  the  fupport  of  that 
form  of  worfhip  held  the  nrft  rank  in  the  public  ex- 
fences." 

Thefe  proceedings  were  fpeedily  followed  by  a  de- 
cree, authorizing  the  fale  of  the  church  lands  to  the  a- 
mount  of  eighty  millions  of  livres ;  to  be  difpofed  of 
from  time  to  time  as  the  legiilature  fhould  direct.  In 
the  mean  time  it  was  determined,  that  a  number  of 
aflignats,  or  notes  of  credit  upon  thefe  lands,  to  be  ac- 
cepted in  payment  on  their  fale,  mould  be  iuued  into 
circulation.  Some  regulations  were  alfo  made  refpeft- 
ing  the  ranfom  of  the  feudal  rights,  and  the  tempora- 
ry adminiflration  of  the  tithes. 

Several  other  financial  arrangements  were  adopted 
for  the  eafe  and  convenience  of  the  people,  and  for 
the  encouragement  of  commerce.  The  taxes  upon 
leather,  oil,  foap,  ftarch,  and  iron,  were  all  abolifhed. 
But  the  mod  popular  Hep  of  the  legiflature  was  to  an- 
nihilate for  ever  the  odious  and  oppreflive  droit  de  go* 
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belle,  or  falt-tax,  which  had  for  ages  been  the  caufe  of 
Continual  fedirions  among  the  people.  Thefe  were  re- 
placed by  a  frtiall  addition  to  the  territorial  taxes.  The 
tax  on  tobacco  has  fince  been  abolifned  ;  and  from  that 
period  tobacco  and  fait  have  become,  what  they  were 
not  before,  confiderable  articles  of  commerce  in  France. 
In  fine,  that  no  unlawful  reftriclion  mould  remain  upon 
commerce,  the  trade  to  the  Eaft  Indies  was  declared 
free  and  open  to  the  whole  nation. 

In    the  mean   time  the  affembiy  was  not  inattentive 
to  that  great  and  neceflary  tafk,  the  reform  of    the  ju- 
rifprudence.     In   almofl  every  nation  of    Europe  the 
laws  are  founded  upon  an  equivocal  bafis ;  the  ftru&ure 
is  heterogeneous  and  inconfiftent,  and  the  practice  con- 
fequently   difficult,    expenfive,    and  uncertain.      They 
are  either  founded  upon  the  voluminous  code  of  the 
Roman  law,  or  they  are  derived  from  feudal  principles, 
which  are  now  obfolete   and    barbarous*      Thus    the 
fources  of  European  jurifprudence  have  no  connection 
or  analogy    with   the   manners  or  fpirit  of  the  times  ; 
and  the  practice  of  the  courts  is   neceflarily  fometimes 
in  contradiction  to  the  principles   of  the  feudal   laws, 
and  at  others  abfurdly  directed  by  them.     The   prece- 
dents which  are  founded  upon  thefe  uncertain  and  ob- 
folete principles  are    too  voluminous  to  be  ufeful,  too 
Contradictory  to  be  juft.     The  laws  themfelves,  inftead 
of  being  fimple,  and  obvious  to  the   capacities    of  the 
people,  are  more  deeply  involved  in  myitery  than  the 
moft  abftrufe  fpeculations  of  fchool  divinity  :  they    are 
fludied,  not  to  be  underftood,  but  to  be  difputed  ;  and 
the  people  are  governed  by  a  collection  of  maxims   of 
which  they  know  as  little  as  of  the  code  of  China    or 
Indoftan.     In  no  country  was  this  the  cafe    more   than 
in  France,  and  in  fcarcely  any  were  the  expences  of  law- 
fuits  more  grievouilv  oppreffive.     The  affembiy  at  once 
fimplified  the  laws ;  an  i  placed  juftice  within  the  reach 
of  the  poor,  by  ordering     tat  it  mould  be  gratuitoujly 
adminijlered.     It  reftored  tl        xellent  inftitution  of  ju- 
ries  in -criminal   cafes;      th       h,    for  what- reafon  it 
would  be  diliicult  to  devife,  they  omitted  to  extend  that 
Vol.  I.  Y 
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ifjftifcation  to  civil  caufes,  where  it  is  dill  more  efientiai 
to  an  uncorrupt  adminiftration  of  judice. 

The  abolition  of  the  feudal  tenures  affected  materi- 
ally the  revenues  of  fome  of  the  princes  of  Germany 
who  had  poifefiions  in  France :  to  thefe  the  French  le- 
giilature  decreed  a  compenfation  ;  but  theprejudice^  or 
the  policy  of  thofe  noblemen  did  not  permit  them  to 
accent  of  any. 

In  the  regulation  of  their  own  Wed  India  colonies 
a  dill  more  difficult  tafk  was  impofed  upon  the  national 
c.flembly;  and  as  thefe  affairs  have  been  much  fpoken 
of,  but  not  generally  underdood,  we  (hail  endeavour 
to  date  them  as  authentically  as  we  can,  and  as  copiouf^ 
ly  as  our  limits  will  admit.  When  the  national  afiem- 
bly  firft  proclamed  the  rights  of  men  and  citizens,  the 
faaar  iilands  trembled,  in  the  apprehendon  that  the 
two  mod  cruel  outrages  againd  humanity,  davery  and 
the  flave  trade,  were  about  to  be  abolifhed.  The  en- 
lighrened  policy  of  the  united  dates  of  America  had 
fet  the  example ;  and  a  confiderable  majority  of  the 
people  of  Great  Britain  demanded  the  abolition  of  the 
Have  trade  with  a  peremptory  voice.  Ihe  mod  unjuft 
fufpicions  had  pervaded  the  idands  of  the  intentions  of 
the  negroes ;  which  united  to  the  didrud  in  which  the 
planters  held  the  views  of  the  adembly,  contributed  to 
produce  a  general  ferment  in  the  minds  of  the  white 
inhabitants. 

St.  Domingo  above  all  was  dedined  to  be  the  fata! 
theatre  of  commotion  and  of  bloocfhed.  Thkiiland  is? 
divided  into  three  provinces,  the  north,  the  fouth,  and 
the  wed  5  but  thefe  are  united  under  one  governor  ge- 
neral, and  one  intendant.  It  appears  that  fo  early  as 
v\  nth  of  June  1789,  the  deputies  from  this  iflahd 

negotiated  with  the  minifter  of  marine  concerning  the 
new  form  of  government  which  was  intended  tor  the 
colony.  It  was,  however,  the  27th  of  September  be* 
fore  any  thing  decifive  was  determined  ;  and  then  the 
rnmider  of  marine  addrefled  to  the  governor  and  in- 
tendaot  an  order  to  convoke  the  inhabitants  for  the 
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purpofe  of  forming  a   legislative  aiTembly  for  interior 
regulation,  &c. 

The  minifter's  letter  arrived  too  late  in  the  ifland  ; 
three  committees  were  already  formed  for  the  three 
provinces  ;  thofe  of  the  fouth  and  weft  Hill  preferved  a 
communication  with  the  adminiftration,  and  with  the 
metropolis  ;  but  that  of  the  north,  which  was  affem- 
bled  at  the  Cape,  manifefted  very  different  principles. 
It  declared  that  the  full  power  of  the  northern  province 
was  legally  veiled  in  itfelf,  and  that  any  other  aiTembly 
would  be  feditious,  and  would  rather  obflruct.  than  pro- 
mote the  re-eftablimment  of  order.  It  prefumed  to^ 
control  the  executive  government ;  it  continued  in  their' 
functions  for  a  time  the  public  officers  ;  but  it  neverthe- 
lefs  intercepted  the  minirerial  difpatches,  made  fome  al- 
teration in  the  taxes,  and  in  the  adminiftration  of  jus- 
tice ;  it  even  imprifoned  M.  Dubois,  deputy  prccu- 
reur-general,  for  having  faid  that  the  flavery  of  the  ne- 
groes was  an  infraction  of  general  liberty.  The  necef- 
fary  confequence  was  a  contefl  between  the  committee 
and  the  executive  power.  M.  Peynier,  the  governor, 
annulled  by  a  decree  of  the  fupreme  council  all  the  re- 
folutions  of  the  committee;  forbad  the  imprifonment 
of  M.  Dubois,  and  ordered  an  account  of  all  thefe  facts 
to  be  tranfmitted  to  the  national  aiTembly.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  decree  of  the  governor  and  council  was  de- 
clared invalid  bv  the  rebellious  affembly,  who  choie  a 
commander  in  chief  of  their  militia,  and  were  proceed- 
ing to  hoftile  meafures  ;  but  the  prudence  and  mode- 
ration of  M.  de  Peynier  for  a  while  at  lead  repreiied 
their  violence. 

The  free  people  of  colour  (fo  all  the  (hades  between 
black  and  white  are  termed),  who  formed  a  considera- 
ble part  of  the  population,  and  pofleifed  a  great  fhare 
of  the  property  of  the  iiland,  conducled  themfelves  in  a 
very  different  manner.  The  unjuft  arrogance  of  the 
whites  had  placed  them  in  a  ftkte  of  degradation,  and 
infused  with  opprobrium  every  perfon  who  bore  the 
faialieit  relation  to  the  def]  '  African  race  As  the 
aboiiiion  of  ail  abfurd  and  oppreiiive  prejudices  was  one 
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of  the  fir  ft  principles  fanclioned  by  the  French  revolmi. 
on,  thefe  depreciated  peribns  were  induced  to  hope 
that  the  day  was  at  hand,  when  a  barbarous  prejudice, 
which  branded  them  with  the  feal  of  infamy,  mould  no 
longer  exift.  In  the  courfe  of  November  1789,  the 
people  of  colour  were  affembled  in  the  different  pariti- 
es for  the  purpofe  of  advancing  a  modefl  claim  to  the 
common  rights  of  citizens,  and  on  the  19th  they  pre- 
sented an  humble  memorial  to  the  afTembly  adapted  to 
that  purpofe.  Such  an  act  of  infolence,  as  it  was 
termed,  irritated  at  once  the  offended  pride  of  the 
whites  ;  they  caufed  the  deputies  to  be  arretted,  and 
threatened  to  hang  them  on  the  fpot,  if  they  refufed  to 
difclofe  the  name  of  the  perfon  who  drew  up  their  ad- 
drefs.  It  proved  to  be  a  M.  Ferrand,  a  procureur  of 
the  king.  He  was  therefore  immediately  fent  for  and 
interrogated.  He  declared,  with  a  becoming  firmnefs, 
that  he  was  the  author  of  the  paper  which  they  termed 
feditious,  and  proclaimed  himfelf  the  defender  of  the 
caiiie.  Without  further  ceremony  or  procefs,  they  or- 
dered his  head  to  be  (truck  off  by  the  common  executi- 
oner, and  the  fentence  was  inflantly  performed. 

The  outrages  and  perfecution  which  were  commen- 
ced upon  the  people  of  colour  immediately  after  this 
tranfaction  knew  no  bounds.  On  the  nights  of  the 
26th  and  27th  of  November  the  whites  of  the  commit- 
tee of  Aquin,  in  three  bands,  fell  upon  their  habitati- 
ons, under  the  pretence  of  fearching  for  treafonable 
correfpondence.  Among  others,  thefe  ruffians  repair- 
ed to  the  houfe  of  a  M.  Labadie.  This  refpeclable  old 
gentleman  was  at  that  moment  repofmg  quietly  in  his 
bed.  They  burfl  open  his  door,  and  informed  him, 
without  further  preface,  that  they  were  come  for  his 
head.  Five  and- twenty  mufkets  were  inilantly  fired  at 
him,  and  his  young  child  was  murdered  at  his  fide. 
Though  defperately  wounded,  he  had  flill  flrength 
enough  left  to  defend  himfelf;  and  as  they  knew  he 
had  one  hundred  and  fifty  negroes  by  whom  he  was 
adored,  and  whom  a  fingle  call  would  have  brought 
upon  them,  they  confented  to  a  kind  of  compromife?. 
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that  they  would  fpare  his  life  for  the  prefent.  if  he  would 
make  no  reiiflance,  but  go  along  with  them  and  fub- 
mit  to  a  trial.  He  was  immediately,  without  drefling 
his  wounds,  put  to  the  bar  ;  and  after  a  mock  examin- 
ation his  head  was  about  to  be  taken  off,  had  he  not 
been  reicued  from  the  executioner  by  the  intrepidity  of 
a  perfon  of  the  name  of  Maigret,  who  came  to  his  af- 
filtance  at  the  head  of  a  fmali  party. 

With  a  patience  and  magnanimity  highly  honourable 
to  the  people  of  c$j3our,  they  tranfmitted  an  account  of 
theie  proceedings  to  the  national  afTembly,  and  declared 
that,  whatever  might  be  the  remit  of  their  petition, 
they  would  fubmit  to  its  decifion.  Such  was  not  the 
language  of  the  white  colonifts,  of  their  deputies,  and 
of  the  merchants  who  traded  with  them.  They  repre- 
fented  all  the  proceedings  of  the  other  party  as  infolent 
and  treafonable,  and  denounced  no  lefs  than  deftrucli- 
011  on  the  colony,  fhould  any  relolution  in  favour  of 
the  black  inhabitants  be  pafTed  by  the  legiflature. 

In  this  dilemma,  the  committee  appointed  by  the  na- 
tional afTembly  for  regulating  the  affairs  of  the  colonies 
took  the  unfortunate  determination  to  temporize,  and 
not  to  effecl:  any  thing  of  a  definitive  nature.  By  their 
recommendation  a  decree  was  pafTed,  wmich  "  author- 
ized the  inhabitants  of  every  colony  to  make  known 
their  fentiments  to  the  afTembly,  concerning  that  plan 
of  interior  legiflation  which  would  be  mofr.  conducive 
to  their  profperity  ;  which  fan&ioned  the  illegal  afTem- 
blies  already  elected,  and  recommended  in  places  where 
there  were  none  the  fpeedy  election  of  fimilar  bodies. 
To  the  decree  was  annexed  a  declaration,  that  the  af- 
fembly  would  not  innovate  directly  or  indirecTly  any 
fyftem  of  commerce,  with  which  the  welfare  of  the 
colonies  was  connected  :"  which  declaration  was  ge- 
nerally underflood  as  a  fancTion  of  the  African  flave 
trade. 

This  decree,  which  was  pafTed  on  the  8th  of  March 
1790,  was  certainly  well  intended,  but  it  was  as  cer- 
tainly a  moft  injudicious  meafure.  The  afTembly  had 
&ot  the  daring  inhumanity  to  decree  decifively  the  fub- 
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juration  of  the  free  people  of  colour;  but  it  had  not 
the  courage  to  do  them  juiiice,  to  reftore  them  to  the 
common  rights  of  citizens,  and  annihilate  a  fenfelefs 
prejudice  founded  folely  on  a  difference  of  complexion. 
By  leaving  the  adjuftment  of  the  government  to  the 
colonifts  themfelves.  they  might  be  raid  to  have  palled 
an  act  fubverfive  at  once  of  ail  order,-  and  declaratory 
of  civil  war  ;  and  unfortunately  the  preliminary  article 
to  this  adjuftment  was  undefined,  gft  they  had  left  un- 
determined the  defcriotion  or  clafs "Qf  men  who  were  to 
accomplifh  the  very  object  of  the  decree.  Hence,  and 
hence  only,  have  originated  thofe  dreadful  contelts  and 
infurreclions  which  have  defolated  the  ifland  of  St.  Do- 
mingo ;  confequences  which  the  fagacity  and  penetra- 
tion of  Mirabeau  anticipated,  and  would  have  averted. 
He  and  M.  Cazalcs  both  afcended  the  tribune  to  depre- 
cate the  palling  of  the  decree  ;  but  fuch  was  the  influ- 
ence of  the  colonifts  in  the  affembly,  that  they  were  not 
heard- 

We  have  already  intimated,  that  a  committee  was 
appointed  for  the  purpofe  of  inquiring  into  the  expen- 
diture of  the  public  money  in  penfions  and  donations  ; 
and  it  was  found  that  a  regifter  was  kept  by  the  mi- 
nifters,  under  the  name  of  the  red  book,  in  which  every 
penfion  or  gift  was  entered  in  the  hand  writing  of  the 
comptroller-general  of  the  finances,  and  checked  by 
the  king  himfelf  At  the  prefling  initance  of  the  com- 
mittee, this  book  was  communicated  to  them  on  the 
15th  of  March.  The  communication  was  made  under 
ftrong  circumftances  of  referveand  delicacy.  The  king 
entreated  that  the  profufe  expences  of  his  grandfather 
might  be  kept  from  the  public  eye ;  and  the  commit- 
tee promifed  M.  Neckar,  it  is  faid,  that  no  part  of  it 
ihould  be  divulged,  which  might  in  any  refpecl  hurt 
the  feelings  of  his  majefty. '  The  pofleflion  of  fuch  a 
depofitory  was  however  too  important  an  advantage  in 
the  hands  of  the  popular  party  not  to  be  employed  ;  it 
was,  therefore,  not  without  iurprife  and  indignation 
that  M.  Neckar  faw  this  regifter  in  a  few  days  commit- 
ted  to  the  prefe  ;  and  when  he  demanded  why  they  had 
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prefumed  to  publilh  it  without  the  permiffion  of  the 
aflembly  and  the  king,  he  received  for  anfwer,  "  That 
as  to  the  aflembly,  they  were  certain  of  its  approba- 
tion ;  and  as  to  the  king,  they  v/ere  not  his  reprefen- 
tatives."  Of  this  proceeding  we  can  only  obferve,  that 
it  would  not  have  been  eafy  for  the  committee  to  recon- 
cile the  ftippreffion  of  this  catalogue  of  public  depre- 
dations with  their  duty  to  their  conftituents  ;  but  cer- 
tainly the  publication  ought  to  have  been  conducted  in 
a  manner  more  honourable  to  the  reprefentatives  of  a 
great  nation. 

The  publication  of  the  red  book  difclofed  a  feries  of 
extravagance  and  iniquity  perhaps  unparalleled.  Such 
was  the  profufion  of  one  minilter  alone,  M.  Calonne, 
that  under  his  ihort  adminiftration  it  appeared  that,  in- 
dependent of  their  immenfe  revenues,  the  two  brothers 
of  the  king  had  committed  depredations  on  the  public 
treafury  to  the  amount  of  nearly  izuo  millions  fterling  ; 
that  upwards  of  i,ico,oool.  of  this  had  fallen  to  the 
/hare  of  the  count  d' Artois  ;  and  that  the  fame  minifter 
had  undertaken  moreover  to  discharge  the  debts  of  this 
prince,  amounting  to  nearly  one  million  fterling  be- 
fides.  Among  the  donations  and  benefactions  alfo, 
fome  appeared  of  the  moft  lingular  defcription  :  among 
others  was  recorded  a  prefent  of  600,000  1.  to  an  indi- 
vidual for  his  important  /ervices  ;  and  ihe(e.  fervices  f^o 
important  to  the  ftate  were,  that  he  was  maitre  a  hotel 
to  his  own  wife,  madame  de  Polipnac  ! 

The  di (agreement  which  took  place,  upon  the  publi- 
cation of  the  red  book,  between  the  minifter  of  finance 
and  M.  Camus  and  the  other  members  of  the  commit- 
tee of  penfions,  contributed  greatly  to  the  deftruction  of 
M.  Neckars  popularity,  which  was  already  on  the  de- 
cline. Another  objection  which  was  raifed  againfc  him 
by  his  enemies  related  to  his  plan  of  creating  a  board  of 
treafury,  which  mould  have  a  conftant  control,  and 
which  mould  be  continually  occupied  in  apportioning 
the  expences  of  the  ftate ;  but  the  only  circumftance 
which  it  appears  they  were  able  to  infill  upon  in  oppo- 
fition  to  this  plan  of  the  minifter  was,  that  his  board 
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was  chiefly  fele&ed  from  the  members  of  the  national 
affembly,  and  they  had  already  decreed  that  none  of 
their  members  could  accept  of  appointments  under  the 
executive  government.  Another  morereafonable  caufe, 
which  accelerated  the  unpopularity  of  this  great  and  up- 
right minifter,  was,  that  he  had  not  been  forward  to 
promote  the  creation  and  circulation  of  aflignats,  though 
it  certainly  appeared  the  only  meafure  which  was  likely 
to  reftore  the  finances,  and  retrieve  the  credit  of  the 
nation. 

M.  Neckar  was  not  the  only  one  of  the  king's  mini- 
fters  who  fell  under  the  difpleafure  of  the  people*  The 
count  de  St.  Prieft  was  fufpected  (and  that  was  fufficient 
in  France)  of  treafonable  defigns.  A  M  Bonne  Sa- 
vardin,  who  was  connected  with  M.  Maillebois,  had  en- 
gaged in  carrying  on  a  negotiation  between  that  gene- 
ral and  the  ex-princes,  to  effect  a  counter-revolution. 
Upon  an  information,  however,  given  to  the  committee 
of  refearch  by  M.  Maffot  de  Grand-maifon,  fecretaryto 
M.  Maillebois,  the  whole  fcheme  was  detected.  The 
general  himfelf  fled  ;  but  M.  Bonne  Savardin  was  feiz- 
ed,  and  among  his  papers  were  found  minutes  of  a  con- 
verfation  between  him  and  M.  St,  Prieft,  which  indica- 
ted, it  was  faid,  fome  disaffection  in  that  minifter.  The 
other  members  of  adminiftration  were  fcarcely  more 
popular  ;  and  but  little  confidence  was  repofed  in  the 
patriotifm  of  either  M.  de  la  Tour  du  Pin,  or  the  arch- 
bifhop  of  Bourdeaux. 

Sufpicion  and  difcontent  were  not  indeed  confined  to 
the  metropolis,  but  feemed  at  this  unhappy  period  to 
pervade  the  whole  kingdom.  At  Lyons  a  corps  of  vo- 
lunteers was  inftituted,  who  refufed  to  mix  with  the 
city  militia ;  and  but  for  the  judicious  conduct  of  the 
Swifs  regiment  d'Ambert,  which  was  quartered  there, 
the  whole  city  might  have  become  the  theatre  of  the 
moft  fhocking  barbarity.  At  Toulon,  a  formidable  in- 
furre&ion  took  place  among  the  workmen  in  the  arfe- 
nal,  under  the  pretence  of  demanding  the  liberty  of 
three  failors  wh'  ere  confined  for  fome  offence,  and 
it  was  with  difliwiilty  quelled  by  the  national  guard. 
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At  Marfeilles  two  regiments  of  infantry  and  two  hun- 
dred dragoons  were  Rationed  under  the  command  of 
M.  d' Ambers,  colonel  of  one  of  the  regiments.  This 
officer  is  accufed  of  having  grofsly  infulted  the  nation- 
al guard.  Be  this  as  it  may,  his  conduct  proved  in 
fome  way  offenfive  to  the  patriqtifm  or  the  prejudices 
of  the  municipality  and  the  citizens.  An  order  was  ob- 
tained from  the  king  for  the  removal  of  the  regiments  ; 
but  as  the  commanders  appeared  rather  tardy  in  the  ex-* 
ecution  of  this  order,  a  troop  of  young  men,  to  the 
number  of  thirty,  concerted  a  ftratagem  for  the  purpofe 
of  feizing  forcibly  the  fortrefs,  and  expelling  the  garri- 
fon,  which  they  fuccefsfully  effected  on  the  night  of 
the  29th  of  April.  The  fortrefs,  with  thofe  of  St.  Ni- 
cholas and  St.  John,  were  demolifhed  :  on  the  latter  of 
thefe  forts  human  nature  had  been  for  almoft  a  centu* 
ry  infulted  by  a  Latin  infeription :  "  This  tower  was 
erected  by  Louis  XIV.  left  his  faithful  people  of  Mar- 
feilles mould  become  infatuated  with  the  love  of  li- 
berty." 

In  a  fimilar  infurrection  at  Valence,  the  vifcount  de 
Voifin  was  torn  by  the  populace  from  the  hands  of  the 
national  guard,  and  murdered.  In  his  pocket  the  tra- 
ces of  a  treafonable  correfpondence  were  faid  to  be 
found  ;  though  fuch  evidence,  we  mult  confefs,  ought 
always  to  be  regarded  with  fufpicion,  fince,  if  there  is 
a  defign  to  take  away  the  life  or  character  of  any  man, 
nothing  is  more  eafy  than  to  forge  a  letter. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  enemies  of  the  revolution 
were  not  lefs  forward  than  their  adverfaries  in  exciting 
difturbances  and  infurrectlons.  Religion  was  a  pretext 
which  was  eagerly  feized  by  the  diiaifected,  and  the 
fanaticifm  of  the  multitude  was  but  too  fuccc  fully 
wrought  on  In  the  metropolis,  the  populace  took  bi  t 
little  interefl  in  the  fate  of  the  church  ;  and  though  tl  3 
clergy  had  affembled  in  the  church  of  the  Capuchins, 
St.  Honore,  to  proteff.  againft  the  fale  of  the  lands,  and 
the  proceedings  of  the  national  ailembly,  their  declara- 
tion, like  all  impotent  menaces,  produce!  only  a  fmiie 
of  contempt.  In  the  courfe  of  this  proceeding,  they 
Vol.  I.  Z 
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reproached  the  aflembly  for  not  having  formally  deeis- 
ed  a  national  religion :  4i  Why,"  faid  Mirabeau,  "  have 
they  not  reproached  us  for  negleeling  to  declare  that 
the  fun  is  the  (tar  of  the  nation,  and  that  no  other 
fliall  be  acknowledged  or  permitted  to  regulate  the  fuc- 
ceffion  of  day  and  night  ?'* 

In  the  provinces,  the  efforts  of  the  refractory  clergy 
were  more  fuccefsful.  In  the  louth  particularly,  which 
had  been  the  theatre  of  religious  war,  and  where  the 
two  parties  of  catholic  and  proteftant  ilill  regarded 
each  other  with  a  due  degree  of  theological  animofity, 
the  confequences  were  truly  ferious.  At  Toulouie,  the 
pious  feafon,  when  they  celebrated  the  maffacre  of  the 
Albigenfes  was  chofen  for  the  circulation  of  an  inflam- 
matory addrefs.  On  the  1 8th  of  April  a  large  arlem- 
bly  of  fanatics  was  collected  in  the  hall  of  the  Great 
Auguftins  :  hence  they  adjourned  under  the  command 
of  a  M  du  Barry  to  the  Senefchaffee,  where  the  apoftle 
of  this  crufade,  as  a  mafter  piece  of  policy,  contrived 
fomewhere  to  conceal  the  butt  of  the  king.  Some 
young  men  of  the  national  guard,  however,  happening 
to  difcover  it,  fortunately  contrived  to  turn  the  plot  a- 
gainft  its  author :  for  immediately  on  discovering  the 
butt,  they  drew  their  fabres,  and  fhouting  Vive  le  roi ! 
they  forced  their  officers,  and  many  others  who  were 
fufpe&ed  of  ill  deflgns,  to  take  the  civic  oath.  The 
municipality  foon  after  appeared ;  and  having  quelled 
tho.  tumult,  they  ftrictly  forbad  the  renewal  of  thefe 
treasonable  ailemblies. 

What  was  only  a  feeble  and  abortive  attempt  at 
Touloufe  was  at  Montaubon  a  mod  alarming  com  mo* 
tion.  The  proteftants  of  that  place  amounted  to  about 
one-fixth  of  the  population.  They  lived  in  perfect 
harmony  with  the  catholics,  and  compofed  in  conjunc- 
tion with  them  the  national  guard,  a  body  of  men  de- 
voted to  the  new  conilitution  and  to  the  fervice  of  their 
country.  As  it  was  found  impracticable  to  difTeminate 
the  principles  of  dittrufl  or  diiunion  through  this  body, 
a  pian  was  concerted  by  the  ariftocratic  party  to  aiie 
up  another  military  force  in  oppofition  to  it,  and  a  corps 
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of  volunteers  was  inftituted.  In  ettablifhing  the  mu- 
nicipality alfo,  the  fame  party  had  taken  care  to  fill  the 
vacant  offices  with  their  creatures ;  and  one  of  the  fir  ft 
acts  of  thefe  maoiftrates  was  to  demand  from  the  com- 

o 

mander  of  the  national  guard  the  keys  of  the  arienal 
where  the  arms  were  depofited.  The  requifition  was 
peaceably  complied  with,  and  it  proved  the  firft  effect 
of  a  fatal  confpiracy.  After  fome  other  proceedings 
which  indicated  a  fettled  iyftem  of  hoftitity,  about  the 
beginning  of  April  meetings  were  held  in  the  churches, 
for  the  avowed  purpofe  of  petitioning  the  affembly  to 
preferve  the  epifcopal  chair  of  Montaubon,  and  the 
religious  houfes  ;  while  no  means  were  omitted  in  thefe 
meetings  at  the  fame  time  to  inflame  the  populace  a- 
gainft  the  national  guard,  as  a  body  chiefly  compofed 
of  infidels  and  heretics.  In  oppofition  to  thefe  hoftile 
iteps,  the  patriotic  foldiers  adopted  in  their  own  de- 
fence only  the  peaceable  meafure  of  tranfmitting  to  the 
national  affembly  an  account  of  thefe  proceedings,  and 
at  the  fame  time  of  endeavouring  to  prevent  the  crea- 
tion of  new  companies  of  volunteers,  by  a  declaration 
that  they  were  ready  to  enrol  in  the  old  companies  e- 
very  citizen  who  manifested  a  difpofition  to  ferve  his 
country.  While  affairs  remained  in  this  flate,  the 
municipality  appointed  the  10th  of  May  for  vifiting  the 
five  religious  communities,  and  making  the  inventory 
of  their  effects,  agreeably  to  the  decree  of  the  26th  of 
JVIarch.  The  commifHoners  were  no  fooner  named  to 
proceed  upon  this  duty,  than  they  found  themfelves  in- 
terrupted by  a  riotous  re  ^b  compofed  chiefly  of  women: 
foon  after  a  fknilar  aflemblage  was  collected  oppoiite 
the  houfe  of  the  commandant  general,  and  another  at 
the  Cordeliers,  breathing  indignation  and  deftruction 
againit  the  heretics.  The  municipality  was  then  fit- 
ting, and  the  patriots  earneiUy  befought  them  to  per- 
mit the  national  guard  to  arm  for  the  relief  of  the  ci- 
ty. The  company  of  dragoons,  which  was  chiefly 
compofed  of  protectants,  were  particularly  obnoxious 
to  the  mob,  who  exclaimed  that  it  was  now  time  to 
facriflce  thefe  heretics.     Inftead  of  permitting  them  to 
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arm  in  their  own  defence,  the  perfidious  magiftrates. 
ordered  the  dragoons  to  retire.  To  retire  was  now 
become  impomble  without  the  imminent  riik  of  their 
lives.  In  this  defperate  extremity  they  took  the  refo- 
tion  of  throwing  themfelves  into  the  corps-du-garde, 
where  with  a  few  bad  arms  they  hoped  to  make  fome 
ftand  againft  the  fury  of  the  populace.  Unfortunately 
they  were  without  ammunition,  and  the  mob  directed 
a  defperate  and  continued  fire  againft  the  windows  of 
the  corps-du-garde.  It  was  in  vain  that  the  befieged 
hung  out  a  white  handkerchief  as  entreating  clemency. 
In  the  very  act  of  fubmiffion  five  of  the  dragoons  were 
killed,  and  the  mob  immediately  began  to  pull  down 
the  walls.  Happily  the  regiment  of  Languedec  was 
ftationed  not  far  diftant,  and  in  this  dangerous  crins 
arrived  time  enough  to  fave  the  lives  of  the  remaining 
dragoons*  The  regiment  was  iuft  ftrone  enough  to 
protect  them,  as  they  were  conducted,  covered  with 
blood  and  wounds,  from  the  fcene  of  their  fufferings 
to  the  common  prifon,  where  the  enraged  multitude 
Hill  continued  afiembled,  moft  brutally  afking  for  their 
heads,  and  exclaiming,  "  Down  with  the  nation!" 

The  news  of  rhefe  intolerant  proceedings  no  fooner 
reached  Bourdeaux,  than  a  patriotic  army  was  detached 
for  the  purpofe  of  avenging  the  cruel  outrages  com- 
mitted on  their  fellow  ioldiers,  and  refloring  the  tran- 
quillity of  Montaubon.  From  Touloufe  a  firnilar  ex- 
pedition proceeded.  The  regiment  of  Languedoc  re- 
filled to  act  againft  thefe  patriotic  armies,  though  urged 
by  its  commanding  officer,  who  was  in  the  arifiocratic 
intereft.  Fortunately  M.  Dumas,  the  commiflary  of 
the  king,  arrived  in  time  to  prevent  a  conteil  which 
would  probably  have  terminated  in  a  dreadful  carnage. 
At  his  inftance  the  detachment  of  Bourdeaux  retired 
without  entering  the  city,  and  the  prifoners  were  ho- 
nourably releafed,  and  carried  in  triumph  to  Bour- 
deaux. 

The  fame  indecent  fcenes  which  had  been  rehearfed 
at  Touloufe  and  performed  at  Montaubon,  were  repeat- 
ed at  Nimes,     The  population   of  that   city  amounted 
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to  about  fifty  thoufand  fouls,  the  quarter  part  of  whom 
were  proteftants.  No  religious  diftin&ion  was  obferved 
in  forming  the  national  guard,  nor  was  it  till  after  ma- 
ny efforts  that  the  fpirit  of  fanaticifm  could  be  excited 
in  the  inhabitants.  When  the  municipah.  ;o\vever, 
came  to  be  elected,  the  priefts  and  monks  were  aflidu- 
ous  in  engaging  the  citizens  by  oath  not  to  give  their 
vote  to  any  proteftant.  By  a  fimilar  courfe  of  intrigue 
and  faction,  M.  Marguerites,  one  of  the  noble  and 
protefting  members  of  the  aflembly,  was  elected  may- 
or ;  and  his  inftallation  was  marked  by  a  proceeding 
which  was  a  proper  omen  of  what  was  to  follow.  Ac 
Nimes  a  number  of  pikes  or  halberds  had  been  manu- 
factured for  the  purpofe  of  arming  the  catholic  party ; 
and  at  the  ceremony  of  his  inftallation,  feveral  perfons 
of  the  militia  appeared  armed  with  thefe  weapons,  con- 
trary to  the  esprefs  order  of  the  commandant  of  the 
national  guard. 

The  following  day,  one  of  the  ferjeants  who  had  in 
this  manner  tranfgreffed  the  orders  of  his  commanding 
officer,  was  reproached  with  his  difobedience.  He  re- 
plied, that  he  was  authorifed  by  the  mayor.  /.  pro- 
teftant ferjeant  who  happened  to  be  prefent  obliged  the 
other  to  follow  him  to  that  magiftrate,  who  denied  the 
fact,  and  ordered  the  catholic  ferjeant  to  be  imprifon- 
ed  for  half  an  hour.  Such  a  fentence  was  considered 
rather  as  a  triumph  than  as  a  punifhment;  and  he  was 
no  fooner  releafed,  than  with  an  immenfe  troop  of  de- 
fperadoes  he  repaired  to  the  houfe  of  the  proteftant  fer- 
jeant, who  was  fortunate  enough  to  efcape  by  a  back 
way.  The  alarm  foon  fpread  in  almoft  every  quarter ; 
the  proteftants  were  every  where  attacked,  and  feverai 
of  them  grievoufly  wounded. 

The  city  continued  in  a  ftate  of  ferment,  owing  to 
the  defire  of  the  magiftrates  to  difarm  gradually  the 
national  gaurd,  and  infifting  on  their  taking,  beftdes 
the  ufual  civic  oath,  a  particular  oath  of  obedience  and 
fubmiilion  to  themfelves.  On  the  21ft  of  April  twenty 
companies  were  affembled  for  this  purpofe,  when  the  ge- 
neral cry  was,  "  Long  live  the  king,  down  with  the  nation, 
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cut  the  throats  of  the  blacks I"  fo  they  termed  the  protefl-. 
ants.  In  a  few  days  afterwards  an  incendiary  libel  was 
diftributed  among  the  regiment  of  Guyenne,  entitled, 
"  Important  advice  to  the  French  army  ;"  th  anti- 
patriots  in  general,  and  even  fome  companies  oi  the 
military,  put  on  the  white  cockade,  tue  fignal  of  rebel- 
lion ;  feveral  tumults  were  excited  by  conteits  between 
the  different  parties ;  and  on  the  4th  of  May  the  devalu- 
ation and  carnage  would  have  been  universal,  had  not 
the  regiment  of  Guyenne  infilled  on  the  mayor  pro- 
claiming the  martial  law,  which  once  more  reftored 
tranquillity  and  order. 

M.  Marguerites  was  cited  before  the  national  affem- 
bly  to  anfwer  for  thefe  diforders ;  but  his  defence  was 
ingenious,  and  the  tendernefs  of  his  colleagues  for  a 
member  of  their  own  body  prevented  the  infliction  of 
punifhment  On  the  4th  of  June  the  diicontents  and 
diforders  were  renewed  before  the  gate  of  the  palace, 
where  the  electoral  body  were  afiembled.  The  rebellious 
companies  who  had  worn  the  white  cockade  would 
forcibly  prevent  the  dragoons  and  the  regiment  of  Guy- 
enne from  forming  the  patrols,  and  doing  the  regular 
duty  of  the  city.  They  openly  attacked  the  unarmed 
dragoons,  fired  on  the  citizens  from  the  windows,  and 
intrenched  themfelves  in  a  tower  adjacent  to  the  houfe, 
of  M.  Froment.  After  fome  attempts  at  a  parley,  which 
it  is  faid  were  broken  by  the  firing  of  the  ariitocrats, 
the  regiment  of  Guyenne  forced  the  tower ;  and  on 
both  fides  about  twenty-four  perfons  were  killed. 

Innumerable  jealoulies  took  place  between  the  offi- 
cers and  foldiers  of  the  different  regiments ;  and  in  one 
of  thefe  contefls  the  vifcount  de  Mirabeau  ran  off  with 
the  colours  of  his  regiment,  but  was  purfued,  and  obli- 
ged to  furrender  them.  In  the  capital  the  fame  caufes 
operated  to  promote  difunion  and  diuruft  ;  and  this, 
united  to  the  hafty  and  impetuous  fpirit  of  the  French 
nation,  was  frequently  on  the  point  of  betraying  them 
into  the  mod  dtfperate  exceffes.  An  inftance  of  this 
kind  occured  on  the  19th  of  'VI ay,  which  is  worthy  of 
being  recorded.     On  that  day  an  unfortunate  man  was 
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detected  in  the  act  of  dealing  a  fack  of  oats.     Some  fol- 
diers  of  the  national  guard   took  him  immediately  un- 
der their  protection,  and  were  conveying  him  as  a  pri- 
ibner  to  the  Chatelet ;  but  the  populace,  who  were  in 
the  habit  of  inflicting  fummary  juilice,  tore  him  from 
the  foldiers,  and  were  in  the  act  of  beating  him  to  death 
with  their  clubs,  when  the  mara^is   de   la  Fayette  hap- 
pened  to    pafs  by  the  horrible  fcene.      He  plunged  in- 
flantly  into  the  thickeft  of   the  mob,   and  in  deipite  of 
their  outcries  and  menaces  feized  the  perfon   who  had 
begun  the  tumult,  and    conducted  him    with    his  own 
hands  to  the  Chatelet.     He  next  delivered  the  unfortu- 
nate criminal  from  the   mob ;  and,   exhorting  them  to 
difperfe,  and  conduct  themfelves   like  orderly  citizens, 
had  the  happineis  to   fee  the  tumult  entirely  fupprefTed, 
and  the  people  return  to  their  houfes,  full  of  the  prai- 
fes  of  the  man  who  had  fo  intrepidly  refcued  them  from 
their  own  phrenzy,  and  prevented  them  from  contami- 
nating themfelves  with  human  blood. 

Aa    unexpected   event,    which   occurred   about    the 
middle  of  May,  excited  the  attention  of  the  national  af- 
fembly  to  one  of  the  moft  important  queftions  that  can 
agitate  a  political  fociety.     The  difpute    which    took 
place  between    Great  Britain   and    Spain,   concerning 
Nootka  Sound,  became  extremely  embarrafiing  to  the 
politics  of  France.     The  ftrict  alliance  which  for  almoft 
a  century  had  fubfifled    between   the  nations  of  France 
and  Spain,  ftrengthened  by  the  once  inviolable  bond  of 
family   connexion   between  the  refpeclive  courts,  ren- 
dered it  probable  that  a  demand  would  be  made  by  the 
latter    for  the  flipulated  affiftance :  on  the  other  hand, 
a  war  might  be  fatal  to  the  naicent  liberties  of  France  ; 
and  the  love  of  freedom  which  dignifies  the  Britifh  na- 
tion rendered   her  an  object    of  veneration    with  the 
French  patriots,     On  the  14th  of  May,  Me    de  Mont- 
morin  communicated  to  the  national  affembly  the  pre- 
parations for  war  in   which  the   neighbouring  powers 
were  engaged,  and  the  precautions  which  the  king  had 
thought  necellary  to   adopt   for  the  prefervation  of  his 
dominions.     The  difcuffions  intg  which  this  comnmni- 
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cation  led  were  as  various  as  the  alarms  which  it  exci- 
ted :  the  letter  objects  were,  however,  all  at  length  ab- 
sorbed by  one  important  queftion— "  To  whole  hands 
ought  the  nation  to  delegare  the  right  of  making  war 
and  peace  ?" 

Two  oppoilte  opinions  for  a  confiderable  period  di- 
vided  the    afiembly.     The    count  Clermont  Tonnerre, 
MeiTrs.  de  Serent,  Virieu,  Dnpont  and  others,  defended 
warmly  the  conceilion  of  this  prerogative  to  the  king — ■■ 
They  ftated,  that  the  conftitution  originally  eftablifhed 
two  diflinct  powers,  the  legiilative  and   the  executive. 
The  one  was  intended  folely  to  exprefs  the  public  will ; 
the  other  to  execute  it — That  under  the  latter  of  thefe 
predicaments  fell  the  right  of  directing  the  public  force, 
for  the  defence  or   for   the  advantage  of  the  nation. — 
That  general  principles  and  general  laws  are  the  objects 
of  legislation  ;  but  that  the  detail  of  political  action  fell 
entirely  within  the  province  of  executive  government. 
The  proceedings  of  popular  aflemblies,  they  added,  are 
necelTarily  too  flow  and  too  public  in  a  bufmefs  where 
Tecrecy   and  difpatch    are  commonly  required.     Mini- 
flers  too  are  refponfible  to  the  nation  for  their  conduct ; 
but  to  the  members  of  the  national  afiembly  no  refpon- 
iibility  whatever  is  attached  :  and  if  mini  Iters  are  found 
to  be  not  free  from  corruption,  experience  equally  evin- 
ces that  the  members  of  the  legiilative  bodies  are  not 
lefs  expofed    to  temptation.     England,    fo  remarkable 
for  its  jealoufy  with  refpect  to  its  liberties,   has  delega- 
ted to  its  monarchs  this  formidable  prerogative,  and  has 
only  thought  it  neceflary  to  guard  againft  abufes  by  the 
authority  which  the  legiflature  retains  over  the  treafures 
of  the  nation.     If,  in  fine,  faid   thefe  advocates  of  re- 
gal  power,  we  have  reafon  to  dread  the  folly  or  the  de- 
pravity of  a  monarch,   is  there  no  reafon  to  apprehend 
thofe  rapid  movements  of  popular  enthufiafm,  that  falfe 
and  national   pride,  that   unfounded  and    hafty  refent- 
ment,  which  fo  frequently  agitate  mixed  and  numerous 
aiiemblies  ? 

Among   the  orators   who    appeared  on  the  contrary 
fide  of  the  queftion,;  were  Mefii'S.  d'Aiguillon,  Garai, 
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jun.  Freteau,  Jellet,  Charles    Lameth,   Sillery, 
Robefpiferre,  &c. — In  wiihiner   to  confine  to  the 
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ition, 
jfpierre,  &c. — In  wifhing  to  confine  to  the  ;i  [a- 
tive  body  the  right  of  making  peace  or  war,  they  urged, 
that  the  only  proper  judges  of  the  ex]  ncy  of  war 
were  thofe  who  were  to  feel  its  inconveniencies  ;  and 
not  thofe  who  were  far  removed  from  ail  experience  of 
its  evils — That  the  entering  into  a  war  could  not  be 
confidered  as  a  mere  funclion  of  executive  government, 
which  confifts  only  in  putting  the  exifting  laws  in  exe- 
cution—and that  the  i'ecrecy  and  difpatch  for  which 
the  partifans  of  the  royal  prerogative  fo  (Irongly  plead- 
ed, were  indeed  eflential  to  the  conduct  of  military  ope. 
rations,  but  could  fcarcely  be  neceiTary  to  the  act  of  de- 
claring war,  They  proved  from  hiilory,  that  the  ruin 
of  moil  nations  had  been  effected  by  the  falfe  glory  of 
their  rulers.  They  ridiculed  the  imaginary  control  that 
a  legiflature  might  bethought  to  poffefs,  after  the  com- 
mencement of  hofiilities,  by  withholding  fupplies  ;  fmce 
the  fafety,  the  exigence  of  a  (late  was  committed  by  the 
declaration  of  war— and  to  fav  we  will  withhold  fup- 
plies,  is  to  fay  we  will  not  defend  our fel-ves. — They  doubt- 
ed the  efficiency  of  that  refponfibility  which  was  attri- 
buted to  miniders  ;  and  demonftrated  that  there  was 
no  refponfibility  for  incapacity,  for  miftaken  opinions, 
for  erroneous  fpeculations  ;  and  that  even  corruption 
and  intrigue  might  not  unfrequently  ihelter  themielves 
under  fome  of  thefe  pretences.  Thefe  arguments  were 
enforced  by  a  refolution,  propofed  by  M.  Petion—"  that 
the  French  nation  renounced  for  ever  all  idea  of  con- 
querl,  and  confined  itfelf  entirely  to  defenfive  war  ;': 
which  was  palled  with  univerfal  acclamations. 

From  this  collifion  of  fentltnent  a  third  opinion  arofe, 
which,  while  it  contradicted  in  fome  meafure,  ferved  at 
the  fame  time  to  conciliate  the  others  ;  and  this  was, 
that  to  the  king  mould  be  confided  the  prerogative  of 
announcing  to  the  affembjy  the  neceffity  of  war  or  peace, 
and  after  a  folemn  deliberation,  it  mould  be  declared, 
"  on  the  part  of  the  king  of  the  French  in  the  name  of 
the  nation. "     This  was  nearly  the  opinion  which  was 
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{imported  by  the  count  de  Mirabeau  ;  and  though  mucfo 
obloquy  was  thrown  upon  him  while  the  affair  conti- 
nued under  deliberation,  which  was  to  the  22d  of  May, 
it  was  at  length  victorious. 
n  On  the  i  ith  of  June  the  aflembly  went  into  mourn- 
ing for  three  days  on  account  of  the  death  of  Dr.  Frank- 
lin ;  and  nearly  about  the  fame  period  the  expences  of 
the  civil  Hit  were  fettled  at  twenty-five  millions  per  an- 
num, or  about  1,250.000!.  (lerling  ;  and  the  dowry  of 
the  queen  at  four  millions,  or  200,000 1.  per  annum 
fterling.  The  civil  lid  of  France  included— 1  ft,  the 
king's  pcrfonal  expences,  and  thofe  of  the  queen  ;  the 
education  of  the  royal  children,  and  a  provifion  for  the 
other  branches  of  the  royal  family:  2d,  the  buildings  ; 
the  garde  meuble9  &c.  of  the  crown  :  3d,  the  royal  mili- 
tary eitablifhment,  viz.  the  body  guards,  &c.  Howe- 
ver liberal  this  allowance  may  at  firft  fight  appear,  if  we 
recollect  the  immenfe  domains  which  the  reigning  fa- 
mily brought  to  the  nation,  it  will  perhaps  not  appear 
enormous:  befide  that,  whatever  the  parfimonious  fpi- 
rit  of  republicanifm  may  allege,  it  is  always  found  po- 
licy to  attach  by  the  (Irongelt  interefts  the  head  of  the 
ilate  to  the  fupport  of  the  conftitution.  A  million  a 
year  is  too  little  to  bribe  fo  numerous  a  reprefentation, 
biennially  elected,  as  that  of  France  ;  and  yet  it  isfucb 
as  would  enable  the  monarch  to  live  in  a  ftate  beco- 
ming the  chief  magiftrate  of  a  great  nation. 

Thefe  meafures  were  followed  on  the  14th  and  the 
fucceeding  days  by  a  fsries  of  decrees  relative  to  the 
civil  conftitution  of  the  clergy.  In  thefe,  the  injuftice 
which  we  muft  confefs  had  been  done  to  that  body  of 
men  was  in  fome  degree  compenfated,  by  the  wife  re- 
gulations which  prevented  the  extreme  poverty  of  the 
inferior  orders,  and  which  restrained  within  moderate 
bounds  the  income  of  the  higher  clergy.  But  whether 
they  acted  wifely  in  eftabib'Ling  an  elective  pried" hood, 
or  whether  the  improved  mode  of  election  which  was 
adopted  in  France  would  have  been  preventive  or  thofe 
evils   to  which  fuch  an  irJluudon  is  liable,  where  the 


REVOLUTION  IN  FRANCE.  191 

old   forms  of  election   are   prefcrved,  are  experiments 
which  are  yet  to  be  tried. 

The  ailembly  had  fcarcely  completed  this  arduous 
tafk,  before  it  ventured  upon  a  meafure  which  drew 
immediately  upon  them  the  cenfure  and  indignation  of 
all  Europe — a  meafure,  which  was  the  firit  to  awake 
that  malignant  jealoufy  with  which  the  privileged  orders 
and  their  dependants  in  every  civilized  country  have 
fince  continued  to  view  the  French  revolution.  Early 
in  the  month  of  June,  the  mayor  of  Paris  had  commu- 
nicated to  the  aflembly  a  plan  for  the  celebration  of  a 
grand  confederation,  in  which  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
nation,  the  king,  the  foldiery,  and  all  who  were  in  of- 
tenfibie  fituatons,  mould  folemnly  and  in  the  face  of  the 
whole  nation  renew  their  oaths  of  fidelity  to  the  new 
confutation  ;  and  this  confederation  was  decreed  to 
take  place  on  the  14th  of  July,  in  honour  of  the  taking 
of  the  Baftille,  and  of  the  firil  eftabliffiment  of  Gallic 
liberty.  On  the  19th  of  June,  therefore,  after  decree- 
ing civic  honours  to  the  conquerors  of  the  Baftille,  the 
patriotic  feelings  of  the  atTembly  were  railed  to  a  high 
pitch  of  enthuiiafm,  by  a  deputation  of  foreigners  from 
every  nation,  who  carne  to  teftify  their  refpecl  for  the 
new  conititution  in  a  warm  panegyric,  and  to  reqaeft  a 
feat  at  the  enfuing  folemnity.  They  were  anfwered  by 
the  prefident  with  dignity,  and  difmiffed  with  refpect ; 
and  they  had  no  fooner  retired,  than  M.  Alexander  La- 
meth  moved  that  the  foreigners,  and  particularly  the 
Germans,  who  might  refort  to  Paris  to  be  fpeclators  of 
the  approaching  ceremony,  might  not  be  infulted  by  the 
reprefentation  of  their  anceilors,  whom  the  vanity  of 
Louis  XIV.  had  caufed  to  be  exhibited  in  chains  at  the 
feet  of  his  ftatue.  The  deputies  of  fome  of  the  pro- 
vinces, which  were  represented  in  this  ignominious  11- 
tuatioii,  role  with  indignation  to  demand  that  thefe 
monuments  o'i  regal  infolence  mould  be  effaced  ;  and 
another  member  propofed,  that  all  the  falfe  and  pane- 
gyrical emblems  which  decorated  the  ftatues  of  the  kings 
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fhould  be  removed,  and  replaced  by  a  representation  of 
the  bejl  action  of  each  of  the  monarchs. 

At  this  moment  M.  Lambel,  a  diftinguifhed  advo^ 
cate  and  deputy  for  Villefranche,  taking  advantage  of 
th'e. general  enrhufiafm,  exclaimed,  that  <<m  he  trufted 
he  now  law  the  laft  moment  of  expiring  vanity,"  and 
propofed  the  abolition  of  titles.     Meifrs.    Prefelne  and 

{jc^Jti  La  Fayette  mounted  the  tribune  at  the  fame  initant; 
and  the  former  read  the  outlines  of  a  decree  to  that  ef- 
fecl,  which  he  faid  he  had  prepared  two  months  before. 
M.  Foucauk  oppofedthe  motion — "What,"  iaid  he, 
cc  would  you  deprive  man  of  the  moll  powerful  and  the 
moll  noble  motive  of  emulation  ?  —  What  would  you  do, 
for  inftafice,  with  the  man  whom  Henry  II.  honoured 
with  a  brevet,  which  recited  cc  that  he  was  created  a 
count  for  having  faved  the  ftate  ?" — "  I  would  omit," 
laid  M.  la  Fayette,  6t  the  words  created  a  count,  and  in- 
sert only  C5  that  he  had  fared  the  ftate/1  M.  de  St.. 
J  ar^eau  obferved,  that  the  decree  in  queftion  would  not 
impoie  any  hardfhip  upon  him,  fince  he  was  pofTeffed 
of  feveral  counties  and  marqutfates,  the  titles  of  which  he 
had  never  employed*  Many  other  members  diftinguiih- 
ed  themfelves  in  this  debate,  but  none  more  than  the 

jf  */^vifcount  de  Koailles.  "  Titles,"  faid  this  nobleman, 
iC  in  this  enlightened  age  can  only  confer  honour  where 
there  is  nothing  intcrnaiiv  to  refpecT.  We  do  not  fneak 
of  duke  Fox,  count  Wafnington,  the  marquis  Frank- 
lin, but  of  Charles  Fox.  George  Wafhington,  Benja- 
min Franklin.  Permit  me  to  add,"  faid  he,  "  to  ib 
many  excellent  motions,  one,  the  object  of  which  is  to 
refcue  from  difgrace  a  part  of  our  fellow-citizens. 
Liveries,  as  a  portion  of  the  feudal  fyftem,  ought  to 
be  aboiifhed."  To  thefe  motions  was  added  another 
from  M.  de  Montmorency,  tor  the  fuppreffion  of  ar- 
morial bearings  ;  and  the  whole  of  them  was  moulded 
into  a  decree  by  M,  Chapelier,  and  palfed. 

Thefe  decrees,  which  have  been  fo  much  extolled  by 
one  party,  and  io  much  decried  by  the  other,  were  in 
themfelves  really  deferving  neither    of    much    cenfure 
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nor  of  much  praife;  they  were  neither  a  fubj eel  of 
exultation  for  France,  nor  of  imitation  for  other  coun- 
tries differently  fuuated.  The  inconiiftency  of  mankind 
rs  never  fo  decifively  evinced  as  when  vanity  is  the  ruling 
paffion.  The  princes  and  the  nobility  of  Europe  had 
beheld  with  indifference,  the  plunder  of  the  Gallican 
church  ;  they  had  feen,  without  alarm,  the  virtual  an- 
nihilation of  nobility  by  the  union  of  the  three  eftates 
in  one  houfe,  and  by  the  fuppreffion  of  the  feudal  privi- 
lecres  : — but  when  the  unmeaning  titles,  titles  without 
function,  titles  without  privilege,  titles  often  without 
property,  moftly  without  legal  claim,  and  frequently 
debafed  and  degraded,  came  to  be  fupprefled,  then, 
and  not  till  then,  the  dorm  of  noble  and  of  regal  in- 
dignation was  at  once  excited,  and  the  alarm-bell  was 
founded  againft  the  evils  of  French  innovation.  In  this 
country  in  particular,  no  comparifon  can  be  inftituted 
but  with  an  invidious  defign  between  the  Britifh  houfe' 
of  peers  and  the  nobleiTe  of  France.  No  refemblance 
exifts  between  them,  nor  is  there  either  any  thing  to  be 
feared  or  to  be  defired  from  the  example.  In  France 
the  nobleffe  amounted  to  upwards  of  200,000  perfons ; 
in  England  to  not  more  than  300.  In  France  the 
whole  race  was  ennobled  ;  in  England  only  the  eldeft 
fon,  and  the  reft  of  the  family  is  returned  to  the  mafs 
of  private  citizens.  In  England  nobility  is  rather  title 
attached  to  a  certain  function  :  in  France  it  was  privi- 
lege attached  to  a  title.  The  houfe  of  peers  of  Great 
Britain  is  a  member  of  the  ftate,  a  legislature  and  a 
fopreme  court  of  juftice  ;  in  France  nobility  was  fome- 
thing  without  defignation,  without  function,  withautl^*^^ 
reipectability.  "There  the  no&llity  formed  a  peculiar  lAiftl^r 
ea-t  or  tribe  which  difdained  to  mix  with  the  reft  of  the  V 
nation  ;  in  England  there  is  fcarcely  a  family  which  is 
not,  or  has  not  been,  in  fome  manner  allied  to  the  no- 
bility, and  all  are  equal  except  the  aclual  reprefentatives 
of  noble  families.  In  France  the  offices  and  emolu- 
ments of  the  ftate  were  monopolized  by  the  nobiefTe  ; 
in  England  they  are  equally  open   to  every  commoner. 
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In  reality  no  titles  were  legal  in  France,  but  thofe  of 
the  few  who  were  termed  peers  of  France  :  the  reft 
were  affumed  at  the  pleafure  of  the  perfon  ;  and  it  was 
only  neceffary  to  be  of  a  noble  family,  in  order  to  de- 
corate themfelves  with  what  ever  title  founded  mod  a- 
greeably  to  the  ear  of  the  individual.  When  the  no- 
blefie  were  difrobed  of  their  feudal  privileges,  then  in 
truth  and  reality  they  were  aboliihed.  When  they 
ceafed  to  reprefent  their  own  body,  when  the  power  of 
the  nation  was  veiled  in  an  affembly  chofen  by  the  peo- 
ple, then  ranks  were  in  reality  levelled  ;  for  rank  with- 
out  power  will  foon  ceafe  to  be  fuch,  and  no  longer 
deferves  the  name.  As  to  liveries  and  armorial  bear- 
ings, they  are  trifles,  which  were,  on  the  one  hand, 
beneath  the  notice  of  the  national  affembly,  and  on  the 
other,  their  abolition  can  never  be  a  matter  of  ferious 
disapprobation  with  men  of  fenfe.  The  principal  mo- 
tive for  pafling  thefe  decrees  was,  doubtlefs,  that  no 
badge  of  feparation  might  remain  to  diftinguifh  the  pri- 
vileged caft  from  the  reft  of  the  nation,  and  that  no 
regular  order  might  fubfift,  thus  diftinguiihed,  inimi- 
cal to  the  new  conftitution.  But  could  the  affembly 
have  forfeen  what  a  degree  of  odium  this  tranfa&ion 
was  to  bring  upon  their  proceedings,  they  would  have 
been  greatly  wanting  in  prudence  not  to  have  declined 
the  meafure  ;  but  the  more  reafonabie  conjeclure  is, 
that  they  did  not  forefee  it.  They  confidered  it  as  an 
act  much  more  indifferent  and  lefs  invidious  than  many 
which  they  had  paffed ;  and  conceived  that,  where  no 
perfon  was  deprived  of  any  thing  fubftantial,  no  perfon 
would  conceive  himfelf  fubftantiallv  injured. 

In  the  mean  time  the  prepartions  for  the  general  con- 
federation proceeded  with  confiderable  rapidity.  The 
Champ  de  Mars,  fo  famous  for  having  been  the  rendez- 
vous of  the  troops  which  in  the  preceding  year  were 
intended  to  overawe  the  capital,  was  chofen  for  this 
folemnity.  This  piece  of 'ground,  which  is  about  400 
toifes,  or  800  yards  in  diameter,  is  bounded  on  the 
right  and  left  by  lofty  trees,  and  commands  at  the  fur- 
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ther  extremity  a  view  of  the  military  academy.  In  the 
middle  of  this  vaft  plain  an  altar  was  erected  for  the 
purpofe  of  administering  the  civic  oath  ;  and  round  it 
an  immenfe  amphitheatre  was  thrown  up,  of  a  league 
in  circumference,  and  capable  of  containing  four  hun- 
dred thoufand  fpectators.  The  entrance  into  the  Champ 
de  Confederation  (as  it  was  now  called)  was  through 
triumphal  arches.  The  king's  throne  was  placed  un- 
der an  elegant  pavilion  in  the  middle,  and  on  each 
fide  of  it  were  feats  for  the  members  of  the  national 
aifembly. 

Two  thoufand  workmen  were  'employed  upon  this 
immenfe  labour;  but  the  citizens  of  Paris,  fearing  left 
the  preparations  mould  not  be  completed  at  the  ap- 
pointed period,  nocked  from  every  quarter  to  aflift  in 
the  undertaking.  Not  only  the  military,  but  the  cler- 
gy and  even  the  ladies,  lent  their  cheerful  ailiftance. 
With  aftonifhment  iirangers  beheld  the  mod  delicate 
and  elegant  of  the  female  fex  dragging  the  wheel-bar- 
row, or  handling  with  willing,  but  fometimes  ineffect- 
ive endeavours,  the  weighty  mallet  or  the  fpade.  The 
provincials,  who  came  from  the  remoted  parts  of  the 
kingdom  to  join  in  the  confederation,  emulated  the 
citizens  in  their  ardour  and  enthufiafm  ;  and  the  wrork 
was  completed,  fo  as  both  with  refpect  to  time  and 
manner  to  furprife  every  fpectator. 

The  important  14th  of  July  at  length  arrived.  The 
national  guards  of  the  departments,  difiingulfhed  by 
their  refpeclive  flandards,  the  battalions  of  infantry, 
and  the  different  troops  of  cavalry,  the  marine  of  France, 
and  the  foreigners  who  ferved  under  its  banners,  being 
all  arranged  in  military  order,  the  king  and  the  na- 
tional afTembly  took  a  folemn  oath  to  maintain  the 
conftitution  ;  the  armed  citizens  repeated  it  amongft 
the  applaufes  of  innumerable  fpeciators.  They  iYvore 
to  live  free  or  die  ;  and  this  oath  was  taken  on  the 
fame  day  through  the  whole  extent  of  the  kingdom. 

Previous  to  the confederation,  the  duke  d'Orlean 3  de- 
fired  leave  to  return  and  aflift  at  this  auguft  ceremony. 
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On  the  receipt  of  his  letter,  M.  de  la  Fayette  afcended 
the  tribune,  and  explained  his  motives  for  having  ad- 
vifed  the  departure  or  the  duke  ;  which  were  in  brief, 
that  he  apprehended  an  ill  ufe  might  be  made  of  his 
name,  while  prefent,  in  order  to  difturb  the  public  tran- 
quillity. Thefe  realbns,  M.  de  la  Fayette  added,  did 
he  believe  (till  fubfift,  though  he  faw  nothing  to  make 
him  apprehenfive  at  prefent  for  the  public  fafety." 
The  duke  arrived  on  the  nth  of  July,  and,  after  firft 
renewing  his  civic  oath  in  the  national  aflembly,  affil- 
ed perfonally  at  the  confederation. 
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CHAP.     V. 

Courts  of juftice — New  faxes — -Droit  a",  hibaine,  &a  abo« 
Ujhcd—Accufaiion  of  the  that ekl  againfi  M.  M.  a" Or- 
leans and  Mifabedu — Provincial  dijlurbances — Affair 
of  'Nancy— Re jignation  of  M.  Neckar — Mutiny  at 
Br  eft- — Riot  at  Paris — A *  fairs  of  Avignon — Ej eel  went 
of  the  non-juring  clergy  from  their  benefices — League 
formed  by  foreign  powers  againfi  France  -  Troubles  at 
Aix,  Lyons,  and  Brit  any — Emigration  of  the  king's 
aunts- — Armed  men  found  in  the  palace — Decrees  rela- 
tive to  the  army,  the  regency,  &ct — Difcuffion  of  the 
law  of  inheritances — -Death  and  character  of  M.  de 
Mirabeau — Organization  of  the  miniftry  —  The  king  flop- 
ped as  he  was  going  to  St.  Cloud — Jnfurreclions  in  the 
French  colonies — Flight  of  the  king- — His  return — 
Hojlile  preparations  on  ihe  frontier s—M ariial  law  pro- 
claimed at  Paris — The  new  confiiution  prefented^  and 
accepted  by  the  king. 

ONTRARY  to  general  expectation,  the  grand 
confederation  was  performed  without  tumult  or 
confufion,  and  nothing  but  the  weather,  which  was 
damp  and  unfavourable,  occurred  to  cloud  or  to  difturb 
the  magnificent  fcerie.  Though  to  the  eye  of  a  philo- 
fopher  theie  ceremonies  convey  little  more  than  the 
idea  of  a  great  national  pantomime,  yet  in  the  minds 
of  the  populace  this  folemnity  ltamped  an  additional 
legality  on  the  proceedings  of  the  national  aflembly, 
and  ftrenorthened  their  hands. 

The  legiilature  made  an  advantageous  ufe  of  the  calm 
which  fucceeded  the  confederation,  in  completing  the 
organization  of  the  judicial  department.  Judges  or  jus- 
tices of  the  peace  were  to  be  elected  in  each  canton,  for 
the  determination  of  petty  differences  ;  tribunals  for  the 
adjudication  of  more  important  cauies  were  ettablifned 
in  difrricls ;  and  a  tribunal  of  cajfation,  or  court  of  ap- 
peal, was  appointed  for  the  whole  kingdom,  where,  un- 
der certain  reftri&ions,  the  proceedings  of  the  inferior 

Vol.  I.  B  b 
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courts   might  be    revifed.     Courts  of  criminal  juflice* 
-tfere  eftablifhed  in  each    of  the    departments ;  and  a 
high  national  court,  for  the  trial  of  crimes  againft  the 
if  ate,  completed  the  edifice.     One  inftitution,  however, 
demands  our  attention,  and  we  believe  it  was  peculiar 
to  the  new  jurifprudence  of  France.     Boards  of  conci- 
liation were  appointed  in  every  diftrict,  where  the  par- 
ties in  a  fuit  were  to  be  cited  perfonally,  and  where  eve- 
ry means  were  to  be   employed  to  effect  an  amicable 
termination,  before   the  caufe  could   be   brought  to  a 
hearing  before  the  ordinary  courts  of  juflice.     Family 
arbitrators  were  alfo  authorized  to  terminate  petty  dif- 
putes  between  near  relations,  and  the  forms   prefcribed 
in  all  thefe   cafes  were  the  fimpleft  that  could  be  in- 
vented.    We  have  already  remarked  that  the  trial  by 
jury  was  only  adopted  in  criminal  cafes  :  an  ariflocratic 
writer  obferves  on  this  fubjecl  with  fome  archnefs,  that 
6i  the  trial  by  jury  would  alfo  have  been  eftablifhed  in 
civil  caufes,  if  there  had  not  been  too  many  lawyers  in 
the  conftituting  atfenibly."     This  is  indeed  not  the  on- 
ly objection  to  the  new  jurifprudence  of  France,  fince 
there  is  much   room  to  doubt  whether  temporary  and 
elective  judges  can  ever  be  adequate  to  the  purpofes  of 
fuhftantial  juflice.    Notwithftanding  thefe  defects,  how- 
ever, the  code  was  deferving  of  fome  admiration  for  its 
fimplicky,    its  confjftency  ;  for  the  gratuitous  admini- 
ftration  of  juflice  ;  for  theeafy  accefs  which  the  pooreft 
fubjecl:,  when  injured,  might   have  to  the  means  of  re- 
drefs  ;  for   the   discouragement  which   it  held  forth  to 
litigious  and  vexatious  contefls :  and  however  the  French 
revolution  may  be  cenfured,  in  this  part  of  the  conflitu- 
tion  other  nations  may  find  much  worthy  of  imitation, 
and  manv  inftitufions  for    the  obvious  eafe  and  advan- 
tage  of  the  people. 

With  refpect  to  the  pecuniary  interefls  of  the  repub- 
lic, it  was  alfo  decreed  that  the  legiflative  body  mould 
annually  determine  the  fum  total  of  the  public  exr  en- 
ces  and  contributions )  and  that,  under  the  direction  of 
the  king,  an  adminiitration  fhouldbe  eftablifhed  :n  each 
department^  with  an  inferior  or  fubordinate  one  m  each 


REVOLUTION  IN  FRANCE-  199 

diftrict,  for  the  regulation  and  collection  of  the  reve- 
nue. The  police  of  each  city  or  community  was  com- 
mitted to  magiftrates  chofen  by  the  citizens. 

To  replace  the  fait  tax,  and  the  other  odious  and 
opprefllve  imports,  which  had  been  abolifhed,  the  af- 
fembly  impofed  an  eafy  land  tax  upon  immovable  pro- 
perty, and  a  poundage  upon  perfonal  property  and  an- 
nuities ;  a  tax  upon  patents,  and  a  {lamp  tax  upon 
contracts  and  other  writings.  Thefe  taxes  were  howe- 
ver but  ill  paid ;  and  to  remedy  the  deficiencies  of  the 
revenue,  continual  emillions  of  aflignats  became  necef- 
fary;  and  even  to  fupply  the  want  of  current  coin, 
which  had  been  greatly  leflened  by  the  continual  emi- 
grations, it  was  thought  proper  to  iffue  aflignats  for  the 
fmalleft  funis.  But  paper  credit,  however  refponfible 
the  bank  on  which  it  is  dependent,  is  always  attended 
with  a  temporary  inconvenience.  It  circulates  with  lefs 
facility  than  fpecie,  and  commonly  increafes  the  ba- 
lance of  exchange  in  favour  of  foreign  nations. 

Several  decrees  of  lefler  moment,  but  which  reflect 
credit  on  the  liberality  and  wifdom  of  the  affembly, 
were  palTed  about  this  period.  That  in  particular 
which  reftored  to  the  proteftants  thofe  poflefTions  of 
which  their  anceftors  had  been  deprived  by  the  revocation, 
of  the  edict  of  Nantes,  is  deferving  of  the  higheft  en- 
comiums; and  that  which  abolifhed  for  ever  all  extra- 
ordinary taxes  levied  upon  the  Jews,  was  at  once  politic 
and  jufL  Thefe  were  followed  by  the  abolition  of  the 
execrable  droit  d'aubaine,  which  afligned  to  the  king 
the  property  of  all  aliens  not  naturalized,  who  died  in 
France. 

In  the  fate  of  the  unfortunate  Favras,  the  tribunal 
of  the  Chatelet  had  evinced  themfelves  not  the  mod 
unexceptionable  judges  of  the  competency  of  evidence. 
A  flill  more  embarrafled  and  dubious  affair  involved 
them  in  fome  difgrace  foon  after  the  confederation. 
That  tribunal  was  charged  by  the  afiembly  to  take  cog- 
nizance of  the  tranfaclions  of  the  5th  and  6th  of  Oc- 
tober. On  the  7th  of  Augufl  they  brought  their  re- 
port fealed  to  the  bar  of  the  afiembly,  and  in  a  pom- 
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pons  addrefs  lamented  the  fevere  talk  which  their  duty 
to  their  country  had  impofed  upon  them  ;  and  conclu- 
ded with  informing  the  afiembly  that  two  of  their  own 
body  were  among  the  principal  criminals.  1  he  afFem- 
bly  heard  this  denunciation  with  horror  and  consterna- 
tion ;  the  report  of  the  Chatelet  was  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee ;  and  the  members  againft  whom  it  was  pointed 
appeared  to  be  M.  d'Orleans  and  M.  Mirabeau  the  eld- 
er, whom  they  accufed  of  a  confpiracy  to  murder  the' 
queen,  and  to  place  M.  d 'Orleans  upon  the  throne. 
The  procedure  of  the  Chatelet  was  printed  ;  and  be- 
fore the  committee  had  time  to  make  their  report,  fo 
incompetent  was  the  evidence,  and  fo  inconciufive  the 
realbning,  that  though  neither  M.  d'Orleans  nor  M9 
Mirabeau  were  at  that  time  great  favourites  with  the 
populace,  the  public  voice  had  already  acquitted  them*: 
on  the  2d  of  October  therefore  the  alTembly  decreed, 
that  on  a  full  examination  there  was  no  caufe  of  accu- 
fation  againft  them.  Others  were  alfo  involved  in  the 
procefs  ;  but  this  unpropitious  commencement  fo  total- 
ly annihilated  all  confidence  in  the  tribunal  to  which 
the  profecution  was  refeired,  that  the  affair  was  dropped, 
and  probably  the  guilty  were  permitted  to  efcape. 

Whatever  might  have  been  the  motives  of  the  Chat- 
elet on  this  occafion,  it  is  certain  that  the  fpirit  of  par- 
ty never  was  more  violent  in  France  than'  about  the 
period  of  which  we  are  now  treating.  The  ariitocratie 
body,  who  had  previously  acled  chiefly  on  the  defeniive, 
were  now  become  the  affailants,  and  no  means  were  left 
untried  to  plunge  the  nation  into  a  ftate  of  confufion. 
it  mult  be  allowed  too,  that  the  impatient  and  irritable 

*  It  is  by  no  means  certain,  however,  that  they  were  guiltlefs  of 
the  charge  ;  but  the  error  of  the  Chatelet  was  in  not  fufficiently  in- 
veftigatihg  the  evidence  :  and  this  is  one  among  the  many  proofs  that 
the  French  (and  even  thofe  among  them  who  are  moil  praenfed  in 
forenfic  proceedings)  have  no  correct  notions  as  yet  of  the  admini- 
flration  of  juilice.  In  all  their  judicial  proceedings  a  charge  is  dref- 
fed  up  in  a  (lyle  of  declamation,  and  the  facts  if  plaufible  are  gener 
rally  taken  for  granted  ;  this  was  flagrantly  the  cafe  in  thofe  two  mod 
horrid  and  atrocious  tranfadHons,  the  trial  of  the  king,  and  of  the 
unfortunate  and  ill-treated  Cuitine.  ' 
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lemper  of  the  French  populace  was  an  excellent  engine 
to  work  with  ;  and  the  jealoufy  which  exifted  between 
;e  ancient  foldiery  and  the  new  militia  afforded  fre- 
quent opportunities  but  too  favourable  to  the  wifhes  of 
the  malecontents.  Petty  tumults  and  continual  didruft 
were  excited  in  the  frontier  provinces,  in  different  parts 
of  Flanders,  Alface,  and  Lorrain,  and  a  defection  of 
fome  magnitude  took  place  among  the  foldiery  at  Tou- 
kjtife:  but  what  happened  at  Nancy  was  of  a  (fill  more 
ferious  nature,  and  deferves  a  particular  detail. 

As  far  as  we  hi've  been  able  to  coilecl  from  the  jour- 
nals of  the  national  afiembly,  and  other  authentic  in- 
formation, the  following  appears  a  jufl  flatement  of 
this  dark  and  myfterious  transaction*  From  the  nrft 
eftablifbment  of  the  revolution,  the  French  army  had 
been  in  a  flare  little  favourable  either  to  patriotilm  or 
fubcrdination.  The  majority  of  their  officers  were  of 
the  ancient  noblefTe,  and  a  mutual  jealoufy  exifted  be- 
tween them  and  the  private  foldiers.  Every  induce- 
ment had  been  employed  to  feduce  the  foldiers  from 
their  duty ;  and  when  promifes  and  blandifhments  did 
not  prevail,  the  mofl  fevere  meafures  w7ere  put  in  exe- 
cution. The  foldiers  were  frequently  ill  paid,  and  yet 
the  moit  culpable  profufion  had  been  made  of  the  mo- 
ney voted  for  the  fupport  of  the  army.  Such,  by  the 
evidence  of  a  party  of  the  national  guard  of  Nancy  at 
the  bar  of  the  aflembly,  was  the  flate  of  the  garrifon 
in  that  city.  The  officers  in  general  were  inimical  to 
the  new7  conffitution,  and  had  made  ufe  of  every  tempt- 
ation to  deflroy  the  attachment  of  the  foldiers  to  the  new 
arrangement.  Thefe  means  proving  unfuccefsful,  they 
had  adopted  the  mod  rigorous  discipline ;  they  had . 
withheld  the  pay  of  the  foldiers,  and  even  condemned 
them  to  run  the  gauntlet  for  demanding  neceffaries. 
They  had  endeavoured  to  perfuade  the*  men,  that  all 
theie  acts  were  in  conformity  with  the  orders  of  the 
national  affembly,  which  refufed  any  longer  to  furnifh 
them  with  the  ufual  allowance  of  bread,  and  which  was 
upon  the  point  even  of  depriving  them  of  the  augment- 


202  HISTORY  OF  THE 

ation  of  pay  which  had  been  eftablifhed  at  the  revolu- 
tion. 

In  the  fame  fpirit  the  utmofl:  pains  were  employed  to 
produce  diftruft  and  mutual  abhorrence  between  the  ci- 
tizens and  the  foldiers.  Men  were  drefled  in  the  uni- 
form of  the  king's  regiment  (one  of  the  regiments  in 
garrifon  there),  and  employed  to  wound  and  infult  the 
citizens.  One  of  thefe  perfons  was  taken,  and  banifh- 
ed  from  the  city  at  the  requeft  of  the  regiment ;  at  the 
fame  time,  fome  young  officers  were  encouraged  by 
their  fu'periors  to  behave  in  the  mofl  indecent  manner 
to  feveral  of  the  peaceable  inhabitants  ;  and  even  hired 
ruffians  were  engaged  for  the  fame  purpofe.  Several 
of  thefe  were  arretted,  and  a  court-martial  appointed,  at 
the  requefl:  of  the  regiment,  for  their  trial :  but  M. 
Bouille,  who  commanded  in  the  province,  had  fet  him- 
felf  in  oppofition  to  this  meafure.  One  of  the  grena- 
diers who  had  been  active  in  thefe  profecutions,  was 
menaced  in  the  mod  infulting  manner  by  an  officer, 
who  foon  after  deferted  to  the  king  of  Hungary. 

Wearied  with  thefe  repeated  indignities,  and  acts  of 
oppreffion,  the  regiment  at  length  threw  off  its  allegi- 
ance, aflerted  loudly  that  they  were  wronged  of  their 
pay  and  their  allowance,  and  demanded  the  regimental 
accounts.  M.  Denou  threatened  with  the  gauntlet  all 
who  prefumed  to  call  for  the  accounts.  The  regiment 
therefore  immediately  feized  the  military  cheft,  and 
difpatched  a  deputation  to  Paris,  to  reprefent  thefe  fads 
to  the  national  alfembly. 

The  officers,  however,  took  care  to  anticipate  the  re- 
presentation of  the  foldiers,  and  were  too  intimately 
connected  with  the  minifters,  and  fome  members  of  the 
affeiftbly,  to  permit  ^he  complaints  of  the  privates  to  be 
heard.  The  deputation  from  the  regiment  was  arreft- 
ed  at  Paris.  M.  de  la  Tour  du  Pin,  the  minifler  of 
war,  made  a  formidable  reprefentation  of  the  rebelli- 
ous conduct  of  the  regiment.  The  miferies  reful  ing 
from  a  want  of  fubordination,  and  the  neceffity  of  an 
example,  were  echoed  through  the  affembly.  On  the 
1 6th  of  Auguft,  a  fevere  decree  was  paffed,  which  au- 
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thorifed  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  province  to  re- 
duce the  infurgents  by  force. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  other  regiments  in  garrifon, 
the  Swifs  regiment  of  Chateauvieux,  and  the  regiment 
of  cavalry  called  Meftre  de  Camp,  irritated  by  fimilar 
oppretfions,  and  much  diforganized  by  want  of  disci- 
pline, had  concurred  in  the  rebellion,  had  feized  fome 
of  their  officers,  and  were  joined  by  great  numbers  of 
the  populace. 

The  decree  of  the  16th  was  no  fooner  made  public 
than,  from  knowing  the  character  of  the  commander 
in  chief,  the  mod  ferious  confequences  were  appre- 
hended by  all  good  citizens.  The  national  guard  of 
Nancy  affembled,  and  offered  to  the  regiments  to  un- 
dertake the  part  of  mediators,  and  to  fend  the  terms  of 
their  fubmiflion  by  a  deputation  from  their  own  body 
to  the  national  affembly.  The  deputation  proceeded 
immediately  to  Paris,  and  on  the  31ft  of  Auguft  appear- 
ed before  the  affembly. — On  their  reprefentation,  the 
decree  of  the  16th  was  repealed,  and  commiflioners 
were  appointed  for  the  purpofe  of  inquiring  minutely 
into  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe,  and  to  punifh  the 
guilty,  and  reward  the  deferving. 

Such  an  arrangement  however  did  not  fuit  the  views 
of  the  perfidious  and  fanguinary  Bouille.  Without 
waiting  the  refult  of  the  deputation  from  Nancy,  he 
haftened  with  a  fatal  raffmefs  (as  was  confeffed  even  by 
his  advocates)  to  enforce  the  decree  of  the  16th.  He 
collected  all  the  troops  that  he  could  affemble  from  eve- 
ry part,  and  fuch  of  the  national  guard  as  preferred  a 
patriotic  fubordination  to  the  immediate  didates  of 
their  feelings  and  their  refentments.  In  fpite  of  their 
offers  of  fubmiffion,  he  fell  upon  the  regiments  of  Cha- 
teauvieux and  Meftre  de  Camp  ;  and  after  putting  an 
immenfe  number  to  the  fword,  he  completely  routed 
them,  and  took  four  hundred  prifoners. 

The  king's  regiment  had  been  retained  in  their  bar- 
racks by  the  exertions  of  fome  patriotic  perfons  who 
urged  them  to  fubmiflion.  Even  when  M.  Bouille  ar- 
rived, they  were  prevented  from  acting  by  the  intrepi- 
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dity  and  virtue  of  a  young  officer  of  the  name  of  Def 
lilies.  This  intrepid  young  man,  after  urging  his  ieh 
low  foldicrs  by  every  motive  to  fubmit,  alluring  them 
that  foonel*  or  later  they  would  experience  the  juftice 
of  the  ledflature,  placed  himfelf  before  the  mouth  of 
a  cannon,  which  they  were  going  to  fee.  He  was  for- 
cibly dragged  from  this  dangerous  lit  nation,  but  in  the 
flruggle  received  three  or  four  wounds,  of  which  he 
afterwards  died. 

The  news  of  this  event  was  received  at  Paris  with 
horror.  As  M.  Bouiile  had  not  exceeded  the  autho- 
rity which  the  national  affembly  had  unfortunately  con- 
ceded to  him  by  the  ram  decree  of  the  16th,  they  could 
not  legally  inflict  either  punifhment  or  cenfure  upon 
him.  The  populace,  however,  who  were  not  reduced 
to  any  fuch  dilemma,  gave  a  full  vent  to  their  feelings ; 
they  openly  accufed  M.  Bouiile  of  treachery,  and  a  de- 
fire  to  effecl  a  counter  revolution,  and  even  threatened 
the  lives  of  the  minifters.  In  a  word,  the  refentment 
of  the  people  feemed  to  menace  the  moil  dangerous  ex- 
ceftes,  which  were  only  prevented  by  unufual  circum- 
fpection  and  care.  It  is  only  neceflary  to  add  with  re- 
fpecl  to  this  bufinefs,  that  in  the  month  of  December 
following  the  afTembly  reverfed  all  its  own  decrees  a- 
gainft  the  infurgents  at  Nancy,  liberated  all  the  prifon- 
ers,  and  recompenfed  them  as  men  who  had  unjuftly 
fuffered  :  at  the  fame  time  they  decreed  public  honours 
to  the  memory  of  the  brave  Deffilles,  and  placed  his  fa- 
mily under  the  protection  of  the  ft  ate. 

The  decline  of  M.  Neckars  popularity  has  been  al- 
ready noticed.  He  had  not  raifed  himfelf  in  the  efli-- 
mation  of  the  people  by  a  pamphlet  which  he  publish- 
ed on  the  abolition  of  nobility,  or  at  lead  of  titles* 
which  fupported  with  much  ingenuity  the  ariftocratical 
order.  Both  previous  to  this  ftep,  and  after  it,  he  muff, 
have  felt  the  gradual  lofs  of  the  public  efteern,  and 
pombly  had  for  fome  time  meditated  a  retreat  from  of- 
fice. The  meafure  was  however  probably  accelerated 
by  the  popular  clamours  on  the  affair  of  Nancy,  which 
involved   him  f certainlv  unfairly")  with  the  reft  of  the 
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JSinlfters  in  that  tfanfactiotv.  On  the  4th  of  Septem- 
ber he  fent  a  letter  of  resignation  to  the  ah\.\nbiy,  and 
pleaded  his  ill  (late  of  health,  which  required  his  re- 
Uring  to  the  baths  in  Switzerland  ;  though  he  dropped 
fome  diftant  intimation  or  the  tmeafineft  he  had  experi- 
enced in  his  fituation.  It  is  not  to  the  credit  of  the 
nation,;!  affembly,  that  no  public  notice  was  taken  of 
this  letter.  The  inflexible  integrity  of  M.  Neckar  cer- 
fcainly  demanded  the  higheii  veneration;  his  abilities 
entitled  him  to  refpect,  and  his  ierviees  to  gratitude. — 
But,  what  is  the  gratitude  of  public  bodies!  If,  like 
one  of  his  pfedeceiTors  in  office,  he  had  retired,  a  pub- 
lic defaulter,  infarnouily  loaded  with  the  ipoils  of  his 
country,  only  to  be  employed  in  exciting  enemies,  and 
provoking  the  molt  profligate  combinations  againit  her, 
could  he  have  been  treated  with  more  marked  con- 
tempt ? 

The  fame  parties,  and  the  fame  factious  fpirit  which 
prevailed  in  the  army,  pervaded  alfo  the  navy  of  France. 
The  national  affembly  had  decreed  the  adherence  of 
the  nation  to  all  exiting  treaties,  in  which  the  family 
compact  was  neceiTarily  included  ;  and  as  England  con- 
tinued arming  on  the  Spaniih  difpute,  a  fleet  of  thirty 
Jail  was  ordered  to  be  equipped  at  Bred,  as  it  was  un- 
certain how  far  France  might  be  involved  in  the  expect- 
ed hoftilities.  The  diforders  which  took  place  among 
the  feamen  at  Bred  have  been  attributed  to  different 
caufes.  On  the  13th  of  September  while  the  fquadron 
was  fitting  out  with  all  poflible  expedition,  the  Leopard 
arrived  from  St.  Domingo,  having  on  board  a  part  of 
the  refractory  affembly,  who,  being  diffolved  by  the 
governor,  had  embarked  on  board  the  Leopard,  both 
to  fave  themfeives  from  imorifonment,  and  to  endeavour 
to  make  friends  to  their  party  in  the  mother  country. 
As  therefore  the  diilatis faction  commenced  on  board 
this  veffel,  on  account  of  the  admiral  commanding  a 
failor  to  be  imprifoned  for  intoxication,  it  wa«o  fuppokd 
•by  fome  that  the  crew  had  been  depraved  by  their 
communication  with  the  rebellious  members  of  the  St. 
Domingo  afTemhlv  ;    while  others  have  attributed  ir5 

Vol.  I.  C  c 


«o&-  HISTORY  OF  THE 

perhaps  with  more  probability,  to  the  genera!  fufplciorr 
which  the  Teamen  entertained  of  their  officers,  the  ma- 
jority of  whom  were  of  the  nobility,  and  poflibly  not 
well  affected  to  the  new  conftitution.  M.  Menou,  in 
a  report  from  the  military  and  marine  committees  on 
the  2 1  ii  of  October,  attempted  to  fix  the  blame  on  the 
inactivity  and  inertnefs  of  the  miniiters.  This  charge, 
however,  did  not  appear  well  founded,  though  it  was 
followed  on  the  27th  by  the  refignation  of  the  naval 
milliner,  M.  de  la  Luzerne,  who  was  fucceeded  by  M» 
Fleurieu  ;  the  archbifhop  of  Bourdeaux  alfo  refigned 
about  the  fame  time  ;  and  M.  Duport  da  Tertre,  a  man 
poilefled  of  every  great  and  amiable  quality,  was  ap- 
pointed mircrfter  of  juflice.  On  the  1 6th  of  November 
M.  Tour  du  Pin  was  replaced  by  M.  du  Portail.*  The 
admiral  M.  Albert  de  Rioms,  alfo  refigned,  with  many 
of  the  officers ;  and  M.  Bougainville  was  appointed  to 
the  command  of  the  fleet.  The  malecontents  were 
with  fome  difficulty  reduced  to  fubordination  ;  but  hap- 
pily for  France,  file  was  delivered  from  the  neceffity  of 
engaging  in  a  war  by  the  convention  which  was  ioon 
after  figned  between  Spain  and  England. 

It  may  be  confidered  as  a  fingulariy  fortunate  cir- 
cumftance,  that,  amidft  all  thefe  difturbances  in  the 
exterior  parts  of  the  kingdom,  the  new  police  of  Paris, 
had  preferved  the  metropolis  tolerably  quiet.  The 
difcontent  excited  by  the  affair  of  Nancy  ended  with- 
out violence.  On  the  13th  of  November,  however, 
the  tranquillity  of  the  capital  was  once  more  difiurbed, 
in  confequence  of  a  private  difpute,  which  ended  in  a 
duel  between  M.  Caftfies  and  M.  Charles  Lameth,  in 
which  the  latter  was  dangeroufly  wounded.  As  every 
report  is  at  firfl  exaggerated,  the  news  was  very  gene- 

*  This  was  the  firft  of  thofe  forced  and  violent  changes  of  minif- 
try  which  were  the  harbingers  of  the  diffolution  of  all  legal  authori- 
ty in  France.  On  this  occafion  M.  CazaKs  pronounced  a  moft  elo- 
quent difcourfe,  in  which  lie  proved  from  hiftbry,  that  the  legiilative 
power  interfering  with  the  executive  in  the  appointment  of  the  fu- 
bordinate  agents  of  government  cotdd  be  only  attended  with  the  ru- 
in of  the  nation. 
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rally  fpread  that  M.  Lameth  was  killed  ;  and  the  peo- 
ple, ever  prone  to  fufpicion,  immediately  conceived 
the  formidable  idea  of  a  general  conspiracy  fucceflively 
to  affaffinate  all  the  patriotic  members.  An  immenfe 
mob  was  prefently  affembled  at  the  hotel  de  Caitries, 
which  they  proceeded  to  fpoil  and  deflroy.  M  de  la 
Fayette,  whofe  vigilance  was  ever  awake,  no  fooner 
heard  of  the  commotion,  than  with  a  party  of  the  na- 
dona!  guard  he  repaired  to  the  fpot,  and,  with  a  forti- 
tude which  never  forfook  him,  forcibly  reprefented  to 
the  populace  the  rafhnefs  of  their  conduct.  It  is  equal- 
ly to  the  credit  of  each  party,  that  the  mob  immedi- 
ately defifted,  and  even,  on  coming  out  of  the  houfe, 
infilled  that  every  man  mould  be  fearched,  to  evince 
that  plunder  was  not  in  the  lead  their  object. 

On  the  16th  and  20th  of  November  a  bufinefs  came 
before  the  adembly,  which  was  pregnant  with  difficulty, 
and  which  fufpended  the  public  opinion  for  fome  iucceed- 
ing  months,  it  is  well  known,  that  the  country  of  Avignon 
is  inclofed  on  every  fide  by  thedominions  of  France  ;  that 
it  formed  anciently  a  part  of  Provence  ;  that  it  was 
alienated  by  a  queen  who  was  at  that  period  both  under 
circumitances  of  compulfion  and  a  minor ;  that,  as 
foon  as  fhe  came  of  age,  (he  reclaimed  it;  that  the 
ceffion  had  not  been  formally  acknowledged  by  the 
parliaments,  and  that  feverai  iucceffive  monarchs  had 
renewed  their  claim  to  the  city  as  a  part  of  their  he- 
reditary dominions.  On  the  other  hand,  it  mud  be 
acknowledged,  that  long  poileffion  had  given  to  the 
popes  that  title  by  which  molt  fovereignties  are  held  ; 
that  the  cellion  of  Jane,  queen  of  Naples,  had  been 
ratified  by  the  ftates  of  Provence ;  and  that  if  fome  of 
the  kings  had  denied  the  right  of  the  pope,  it  had  been 
acknowledged  by  others.  A  ffronger  reafon  folicited 
the  aflembly  to  incorporate  this  city  with  the  kingdom  of 
France,  and  that  was  the  voice  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Avignon  themfelves.  The  papal  government  is  notori- 
oufly  the  word:  in  the  world  ;  it  is  even  laid,  that  ju- 
stice was  publicly  bought  and  fold  at  Avignon  ;  nor 
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could  any  remonfirances  to  the  pope  obtain  redrefs  for 
the  people.  In  this  ftate  of  oppreinon,  a  large  party  in  the 
city  law  with  a  ioirit  of  emulation  the  new  government  of 
France  ;  they  defired  to  make  it  their  model,  but  ftill 
pr  TefTed  obedience  to  the  pope.  They  elected  a  mu- 
nicipality, and  formed  the  active  citizens  into  a  natio- 
nal guard.  Such  a  frate  of  things  was  fcarcely  confif* 
tent  with  a  foreign  dominion.  A  conteit  between  the 
vice-legate  and  the  people  immediately  iucceeded  :  on 
the  ioth  of  June  a  violent  infurre.clion  took  place  in 
the  city  ;  the  people  feized  the  palace  ;  the  papal  arms 
were  taken  down,  and  thofe  of  France  put  up  in  their 
place;  and  a  petition  was  difpatched  to  the  national  af- 
fernhlv,  entreating,  that  the  territory  of  Avignon  might 
be  incorporated  into  the  dominions  of  France.  To 
this  firft  application  the  affembly  only  anfwered,  by 
fending  a  body  of  troops  to  reilore  tranquility,  and  to 
preierve  order  in  the  city  ;  at  the  fame  time  adjourning 
the  queition  concerning  the  object  of  the  petition.  In 
May  1791,  the  difcuffion  was  again  refumed,  and  it 
was  again  deferred.  In  the  mean  time,  as  the  papal 
party  was  flrong,  and  the  clergy  apprehenfive  of  being 
deprived  of  their  influence  and  their  wealth,  a  mod 
dreadful  civil  war  defolated  this  beautiful  country.  It 
would  be  difgufting,  as  well  as  tedious,,  to  enter  into  a 
detail  of  the  bloody  fcenes  and  the  horrid  outrages  which 
iucceeded.  Let  it  fnffice  to  fav,  that  all  thefe  circum- 
fiances  being  made  known  to  the  ailembly,  after  re- 
peated deliberations,  it  was  at  length  refolved,  on  the 
14th  of  September  1791,  that  the  territory  of  Avig- 
non, with  the  adjacent  county  of  Venaiiiin,  fhould  be 
confidered  as  a  part  of  the  French  empire,  and  ihat  a 
compeniaticn  in  lieu  of  thefe  countries  fhould  be  offer- 
ed to  the  pope*.  We  have  anticipated  a  little  the  or- 
der of  thefe  tranfaclions,  for  the  fake  of  perfpicuity, 
and  now  return  to  the  chain  of  our  narrative. 

We  have  already  feenbut  too  much  occafion  for  cen- 

*  This  was  the  firft  fnftancc  in  which  the  legislature  of  France  vi- 
plated  that  excellent  maxim  which  it  had  fo  folemnlv  ena&ed,  to  a- 
void  all  conqueft,  all  acceflion  of  territory,  all  incrcafe  of  dominion. 
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fure  in  the  fevere  treatment  which  the  national  clergy 
experienced  from  the  conftituent  afiembly.  Their  fili- 
ation was  not  improved  by  a  feries  of  decrees  which 
were  palled  in  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1790.  In  the 
month  Ol  July,  among  other  ecclefiafiical  regulations, 
it  had  been  eiia&ed,  that  every  beneficed  clergyman 
ihould  folemniy  take  an  oath,  "  to  watch  carefully  over 
the  faithful  in  the  parifh  or  diocefe  which  was  entruil- 
ed  to  his  care;  to  be  faithful  to  the  nation,  the  law, 
and  the  king  ;  and  to  maintain,  to  the  utmoil  of  his 
power,  the  new  conftitution  of  France,  and  particuiar- 
lv  the  decrees  relative  to  the  civil  conftitution  of  the 
clergy."  Many  of  the  clergy,  on  the  fir  ft  publishing  of 
this  decree,  fpontaneoufiy  offered  to  take  the  oath  ;  but 
in  many  places  the  refo.ution  continued  a  mere  dead 
letter,  till  the  27th  of  November,  when  a  moil  fevere 
decree  was  enacted,  declaring  that  all  fuch  clergy  as 
mould  neglect  to  take  the  oath,  mould  be  confidered 
as  virtually  ejected  from  their  benefices  ;  and  condemn- 
ing to  fevere  pains  and  penalties  all  fuch  as  mould  prove 
refractory.  The  policy  of  this  meafure  was  certainly  to 
place  the  government  of  the  church  in  the  hands  of  men 
who  were  well  affected  to  the  new  conftitution,  and  to 
difengage  the  nation  from  a  number  of  difaffected  per-, 
fons,  who  might  be  dangerous  if  pofleffed  of  power. 
In  this  view,  the  meafure,  after  what  had  been  done, 
might  be  politic  ;  but  it  certainly  was  not  juft.  It 
might  be  a  means  of  giving  permanency  to  the  new 
order  of  things,  but  it  was  a  violent  infringement  on 
toleration ;  and  may  we  never  fee  civil  liberty  prefer- 
ved  by  a  tyranny  exerted  over  the  confciences  of  men  I 
The  confequence  was,  that  many  confcientious  perfons, 
who  had  been  well  affected  to  the  conftitution,  refigned 
their  benefices  ;  and  indeed  the  fituation  of  honeft  men 
with  ftrict  notions  of  church  authority,  was  rendered 
extremely  perplexing  by  the  public  declaration  of  the 
pope,  who  teftined  in  marked  terms  his  difapprobation 
of  the  oath.  It  is  but  juftice  to  add,  that  the  feverity 
of  this  decree  was  in  fome  degree  mitigated  by  a  fubfe* 
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fequent  law,  which  afligned  to  the  non-juring  clergy  a 
penfion  of  five  hundred  livres  per  annum. 
/  1 01 0  The  year  1790  clofed  with  fome  acceflion  of  popu- 
larity to  the  national  afTembly.  A  ftatue  was  decreed 
to  be  erecled  to  the  memory  of  RoiuTeau,  and  his  wi- 
dow was  allowed  a  penfion.  To  a  benevolent  madman, 
who  was  porTefled  of  infinite  genius,  which  he  had  ex- 
erted with  effect  in  the  caufe  of  liberty,  fuch  a  tribute 
of  refpecl  might  not  be  mifplaced  ;  and  the  penfion  to 
his  widow  was  an  act  of  charity  ;  but  when  (at  a  fub- 
iequent  period)  the  aflembly  decreed  almofl  divine  ho- 
nours to  the  profligate  and  unprincipled  Voltaire,  they 
difgraced  themfelves  in  the  eyes  of  all  good  men,  and 
made  their  approbation  be  juftly  coniidered  as  an  infult 
mid  degradation.  Some  other  popular  ads  were  pall- 
ed ;  but  what  conferred  upon  them  the  moil  folid  ap- 
plaufe,  was  the  report  of  the  committee  of  finances, 
from  which  it  appeared,  that  the  national  receipt  ex- 
ceeded the  expenditure  by  three  millions,  and  that  there 
was  upwards  of  500,000!.  iterling  in  fpecie  in  the  pub- 
lic treafury.  To  the  immortal  honour  of  the  affem- 
bly,  the  pernicious  and  difgraceful  tax  ofLOTTHRi  s 
was  totally  abolifhed  and  prohibited  About  the  clofe 
of  the  year  M.  de  St.  Priefl,  minifler  of  the  interior 
department,  refigned. 

The  firft  a6l  of  the  new  year  was  not  lefs  honourable 
to  the  conftituent  leo-iflature.  Initead  of  indicating 
(as  its  enemies  infinuated)  an  inclination  to  prolong  its 
ieflion,  like  the  long  parliament  of  England,  a  lift  of  ar- 
ticles was  introduced,  which  were  neceffary  to  be  dif- 
cufled  previous  to  the  final  eftablifhment  of  the  confti- 
tution  ;  after  the  determination  of  which  the  affemblv 
declared  its  intention  of  divTolving  itfeif,  and  refigning 
its  authority. 

The  jealoufy  of  the  neighbouring  potentates  now  be- 
gan to  be  alarmed,  and  there  was  much  reafon  to  ap- 
prehend that  a  league  was  formed  againft  the  rifing  li- 
berties of  France,  among  the  mod  powerful  nations  of 
the  continent.  Cordons  of  troops  were  advanced  from 
Germany  on  the  north,  from  Spain  on  the  fouth,  and 
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from  Italy  and  Savoy  on  the  weft  ;  and  France  might 
be  faid  literally  to  be  befieged  with  hoftile  armies.  The 
events  which  took  place  in  France  retarded  for  a  while 
the  execution  of  this  plan:  but  the  difpofitions  of  de- 
fpotic  courts  never  alter  ;  their  action  is  occafionally 
interrupted  by  circumftances  ;  but  their  tenor  is  direct, 
and  their  conduct  commonly  confident  :  what  Leopold 
left  unperformed,  Francis  at  a  more  convenient  feafon 
endeavoured  to  accomplish. 

The  only  plea  which  the  conduct  of  France  afforded 
thefe  powers    for  interfering  in  her  domeftic  concerns, 
was  the  claims  of  the  German  princes  who  had  eftatea  .  n 
in  Alface  and  Lorraine.     On  the  fubverfion  of  the  feu-/^^^ 
dal  inftitutions,  the  claims  of  vaflalage,    mortmain,  &c« 
&c.  which  thefe  princes  confidered  as  their  right,  were 
neceffarily  abolifhed.     It  was  in  vain  that   the  national 
affembly  repeatedly   decreed  them  the  amplefl  compen- 
fation.     The  views  of  the  German  courts  were  differ- 
ent.     Alface  and  Lorraine  afforded  the  excufe  ;  but  the 
object  of  the  projected  war  was  certainly  not  the  feigno- 
rial  rights  of  a   few    petty  princes,    who  would  think 
themfelves  amply  recompenfed  by  the  receipt  of  a  few 
louis    in   their  empty  treafuies.     The  cautious  politics 
of  Leopold,  however,  led  him  to  purfue  the  mod  court- 
ly meafures   in  treating   wiih  France.     On  the  2 2d  of 
January  the  king  communicated   to  the  affembly  a  let- 
ter from  the  emperor  of  Germany,   in  which  that  mo- 
narch made  the  mod  unqualified  protections  of  his  a- 
micable    intentions    towards  France  ;  but  intimated  at 
the  fame  time,  that  "  it  was  necefiary   that   all  the  in- 
novations that  have  taken  place  in   confequence  of  the 
decrees  of  the  4th  of  Auguft  be   done  away,  and  mat- 
ters put  upon  the    ancient  footing." — The  king,  when 
he  communicated  the  letter,  treated  it  merely  as  an  of- 
ficial meafure  of  the  emperor,   as  head  of  the  German 
empire ;  and  obferved,   that   he  received  at   the    fame 
time  the  moil  pacific   affurances  from  the  court  of  Vi- 
enna.    The  affembly,  however,  were  not  to  be  impofed 
upon  by  the  finefle  of  Leopold  ;  they    immediately  de- 
creed a  confiderable  augmentation  of  the  national  forces, 
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and  that  every  defenfive  meafure  mould  be  expeditiouf- 
!y  adopted. 

Several  caufes  confpired  to  prevent  the  re  eftablifh- 
ment  of  order  in  the  provinces.  The  people  in  many 
places  were  too  little  inflrutted  to  enjoy  legal  and  tem- 
perate liberty.  The  hopes  of  thofe  who  were  adverfe  to 
the  new  conftitution  were  elevated  by  the  profpecl  of  a 
counter-revolution,  and  the  movements  of  the  hoitile 
powers  ;  and  the  refentment  of  the  refractory  and  eject- 
ed priefts  operated  every  where  upon  the  fanaticifm  of 
the  populace.  At  Aix  a  club  or  fociefy,  calling  itfelf 
c"  Friends  of  the  king  and  the  clergy,"  was  inftitued  ; 
the  members  of  which,  on  the  12th  of  December,  in- 
dulged themfelves  in  the  imprudent  meafure  of  wear- 
ing the  white  cokade.  In  the  evening  of  that  day? 
fome  of  the  party  met  with  a  number  of  perfons  who 
belonged  to  a  club  of  oppofite  principles ;  fome  pi- 
flols  were  difcharged,  and  a  riot  immediately  enfued. 
The  mob  haftened  immediately  to  the  priion,  where  a 
M.  Pafchalis,  an  advocate,  had  for  fome  time  been  con- 
fined for  feditious  writings  and  practices ;  and,  in  de- 
fiance of  the  municipality  and  the  national  guard,  tore 
him  from  his  place  of  confinement,  and  hanged  him> 
with  two  others  of  the  ariftocratic  party,  Menrs.  Re- 
queue and  Dorimont,  on  the  neighbouring  trees. 
/  At  Lyons,   on  the  other  hand;  2   defperate  but  ill-" 

&^0W  concerted  confpiracy  was  difcovered,  which  had  for  its 
object,  to  currupt  the  populace  of  that  city,  by  diitri- 
buting  money  among  them  ;  to  bring  back  thither  the 
ex-princes ;  to  make  that  city  the  retreat  of  the  king* 
If  he  could  be  detached  from  the  national  aflembly ; 
and,  if  not,  the  afTembiy  was  forcibly  to  be  conveyed 
thither  along  with  him. 

y'a/wyuS  *n  r^e  neighbourhood  of  Vannes  in  Britany  the  fa- 
hatic  clergy  openly  preached  againft  the  conftitution: 
and  in  one  country  paring  the  prieih  after  having  cele- 
brated mafs,  defired  his  congregation  to  kifs  the  cruci- 
fix, and  gave  them  abfoluticn.-— "  Go  now,"  faid  he, 
*;  and  plunge  your  daggers  into  the  hearts  of  thofe  im- 
pious  perfons  who  have  degraded  your  holy  religion : 
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you  are  faved  !"  The  infatuated  multitude,  infligated 
by  this  incendiary  exhortation,  marched  in  a  body  to 
Vannes*.  At  this  place,  however,  they  found  thelrifh 
regiment  of  Walih  and  the  national  guard  of  i' Orient 
prepared  for  their  reception,  and  they  were  eafily  re- 
pulled  and  difperfed* 

The  public  attention  was  now  occupied  with  a  tranft^ai^w^ 
action  which  would  have  been  of  little  confequence  in 
any  other  c  ire  urn  fiances  of  the  (late.  On  the  20th  of 
February,  the  president  of  the  national  aflembly  receiv- 
ed a  letter  from  the  king,  ftating  that  his  aunts,  the 
daughters  of  Louis  XV.  had  left  Paris  that  morning  at 
fix  o'clock,  and  that,  as  he  was  periuaded  that  they 
could  not  legally  be  deprived  of  the  liberty  which  the 
conftitution  gave  to  every  citizen  to  travel  wherever  his 
inclination  led  him,  he  had  not  attempted  to  prevent 
their  departure.  This  report  was  no  fooner  made  than 
M.  Camus  propofed  that  the  civil  lift  fhould  be  dimi- 
nished in  proportion  to  the  provifion  which  the  nation 
allotted  them  :  this  was  again  oppofed  by  M.  Marti- 
neau ;  but  the  afTembly,  confidering  the  circumftance 
as  unworthy  of  their  notice,  palled  to  the  order  of  the 
dayf.  On  the  following  day,  however,  the  fubjecfc 
was  renewed  by  M.  Barnave,  who,  as  the  conftifution- 
al  committee  were  then  occupied  in  providing  a  feries 
of  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  royal  family, 
propofed  that  they  mould  be  inftruded  to  prefent  to 
the  aflembly  the  plan  of  a  decree  to  afcertain  the  right 
which  perfons  allied  to  the  throne  mould  have  to  travel 
out  of  the  kingdom.  This  propofal  produced  another  from 
M.  rvL  Martineau,  Goupil,  and  others,  that  the  law 
againft  emigrants  mould  extend  not  only   to  the  royal 

*  This  fa£t  is  given  on  the  authority  of  a  decidedly  democratic 
publication,  and  is  therefore  to  be  received  with  fome  caution. 

f  This  abfnrd  debate  was  terminated  more  abruptly  than  it 
tnight  otherwife  have  been  by  a  pleafantry  of  M.  Menou — "  All 
Europe  will  be  attonimed  to  hear,"  laid  he,  "  that  the  national  af- 
fembly  of  France  debated  for  four  hours  on  the  departure  of  two  old 
women  who  chofe  rather  to  hear  mafs'at  Rome  than  at  Paris." 

Vol.  I.  D  d 


214  HISTORY  OF  THE 

family,  but  to  all  other  individuals;  and  that  a  reafon- 
able  abfenlee  tax  fhould  be  impoled,  in  order  to  dif- 
e'ourage  emigration  in  general. 

In  the  mean  time  the  ladies  continued  their  journey, 
and  with  a  train  of  carriages  prefented  themlelves  be- 
fore Moret,  and  produced  to  the  magifcrates  a  paffport 
from  the  king,  codnterfigned  Montmorin,  and  a  de- 
claration from  the  municipality  of  Paris,  ftating  that 
they  arrogated  to  themfeives  no  right  to  (top  any  per- 
fons  travelling  through  the  kingdom.  As,  however, 
the  municipality  of  Moret  was  informed  that  the  mat- 
ter was  then  under  the  confederation  of  the  constitu- 
tional committee,  they  determined  to  arreft  them.  They 
had  no  fooner  taken  this  determination,  than  a  party 
of  a  hundred  or  more  of  the  chalfeurs  de  Lorraine, 
with  a  number  of  the  dome/lies  of  3VL  Montmorin*, 
mayor  of  Fontainebleau,  appeared  before  the  gates,  for- 
ced them  open,  and  made  a  clear  paffage  for  the  tra- 
vellers. At  Arnay-le-Duc,  the  municipality  was  more 
fuccefsful  :  there  they  effectually  flopped  the  progrefs 
of  the  royal  emigrants,  and  difpatched  an  account  of 
their  proceedings  to  the  national  affembly.  On  mature 
confideration,  however,  the  legiflative  body  decreed, 
that  "  as  there  was  no  pofitive  law  exifling  which  fanc- 
tioned  the  arreft  of  mefdames,  aunts  to  the  king,  it 
fliould  be  referred  to  the  executive  power  */'  and  in 
confequence  of  this  decree,  after  fome  delays,  they  were 
left  to  purfue  their  journey  to  Rome. 

Thus  the  country  was  entirely  deferted  by  all  the 
different  branches  of  the  royal  family,  except  monfieur. 
The  people,  whofe  fears  and  fufpicions  forefaw  innu- 
merable evils  in  thefe  emigrations,  aflembled  in  a  tu- 
multuous manner  at  the  Tuilleries  ;  and  a  report  being 
fpread,  that  the  only  remaining  brother  of  the  king 
was  about  to  depart  aifo,  the  mob  immediately  directed 
their  courfe  to  his  palace,  and  inf  fled  on  a  promife  not 
to   leave  the  kingdom.     The  prince  conceded  to  the 

*  Not  the  minifler  of  that  name.— 'I  hey  were  bulk  maflacred  oa 
the  hgrrid  fecund  of  September  1792. 
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wifhes  of  the  populace,  and  they  difperfed  with  every 
appearance  cf  Satisfaction  and  joy. 

On  the  28th  of  February  an  event  of  a  more  extra- 1)  Cf  I 
ordinary  and  fufpicious  nature  occurred,  and  unfortu- 
nately contributed  to  increafe  the  jealoufy  and  diflatis- 
faclion  of  the  public.  On  the  morning  of  that  day, 
at  the  ufual  hour  of  divine  fervice  at  the  royal  chapel, 
a  gentleman  after  walking  for  fome  time  in  the  gallery, 
requefted  of  the  attendants  on  the  dauphin  to  be  per- 
mitted to  fee  the  prince.  As  he  palled  into  the  apart- 
ment, a  poniard  of  a  peculiar  conftruclion  was  difco- 
vered  under  his  coat:  he  was  arretted,  and  exa- 
mined before  the  mayor  of  Paris,  and  committed  to 
cuttody. 

While  the  mavor  was  occuoied  with  this  affair,  in- 
telligence  was  received  of  a  riot  in  another  quarter, 
The  cattle  of  Vincennes  had  been  directed  to  undergo 
fome  repair  ;  and  as  that  edifice  had  formerly  been  ufed 
as  a  ttate  prifon,  the  jealoufy  of  the  populace  immedi- 
ately took  fire,  and  their  imaginations  reprefented  to 
them  the  horrible  fpeclre  of  a  Baftiile  ttill  more  formi- 
dable than  that  which  had  been  demolilhed.  rIhe 
fuburb  of  St.  Antoine  was  prefently  in  motion,  and  the 
objett  of  popular  fufpicion  was  powerfully  anaiied.  M. 
la  Fayette  was  no  fooner  informed  of  this  commotion, 
than  he  proceeded  thither,  accompanied  by  a  itrong 
party  of  the  national  guard.  The  populace  were  eafily 
undeceived,  and  perfuaded  to  diiperfe ;  but  what  was 
the  furprife  of  the  magistrates  and  the  national  guard, 
on  their  return  to  the  Tuilleries,  to  find  the  gates  bar- 
red againtt  them  ;  and  as  foon  as  they  were  forced  open, 
the  apartments  were  discovered  to  be  filled  with  a  num- 
ber of  men  armed  with  fword-canes,  piftols,  and  pon- 
iards, who  had  entered  by  a  back  gate  which  was  opened 
to  them  by  one  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  bedchamber.  On 
inquiry  being  made  by  the  king,  "  whence  it  happened 
that  more  than  four  hundred  perfons  armed  in  a  fecret 
manner  had  introduced  themfelves  without  leave  into 
his  apartments  ?"  he  was  anfwered,  that  his  nobility, 
alarmed  by  the  affair  of  Vincennes,  had  ailembled  for 
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his  defence*     The  king  rebuked  their  indifcreet    zeal, 
and  affured  them,  that  he  conceived  himfelf  perfectly  frfe 
under  the  protection  of  the  nations!  guard.     The  cbn- 
itruction  put  upon  this  tranfaction  by  the  popular  party 
was,  that  a  confpiracy  had  been  concerted  by  the  chiefs 
of  the  arifrocracy  to  take  advantage  of  the   fir  ft   com- 
motion, which  would  neceffarily  draw  off  the   national 
guard,  to  put  in  effect  their  long- projected  plan  of  car- 
rying of!  the  king.     "Whatever  might  be  the  motive  of 
the  perfons  who  affembled  on  this  occafion,  it  is   much 
to  be  regretted,  as  it  gave  too  much  countenance  to  the 
fufpicions  of  the  people,    and   cherifhed  that  fpirit  of 
party  which  it  was  fo  much  the  intereft  of  the  nation 
to  counteract  and  iubdue. 

The  beginning  of  March  was  dedicated' by  the  af- 
fernbly  chiefly  to  the  organization  of  the  army.  On  the 
4th  it  was  decreed,  that  there  fhould  in  future  be  only 
fix  marihals  of  France,  whofe  functions  fhould  be  en- 
tirely military,  and  whofe  pay  was  fixed  at  the  rate  of 
30,000  iivres  per  annum.  With  regard  to  the  marinate 
of  France  then  exilting,  it  was  determined,  that  fuch 
of  them  as  fhould  not  be  retained  in  the  actual  fervice 
of  the  ftate,  fhould  receive  penfions  adequate  to  their 
merits.  On  the  fucceeding  day  M.  Victor  Broglio  ad- 
drefied  the  ailernbly  in  favour  of  his  father,  marfhal 
Broglio  He  obferved,  "  that  the  decree  which  had 
jufl  been  parted  feemed  to  menace  his  resectable  father, 
after  a  long  and  glorious  career,  with  the  deprivation 
of  an  honour  which  he  had  obtained,  not  from  favour, 
but  by  merit.  His  father,  he  faid,  always  a  ftranger 
to  intrigue,  and  repulfed  from  court  even  for  his  virtues, 
had  lived  among  the  foldiers  from  the  age  of  fourteen. 
He  was  their  friend,  their  patron,  their  father.  On 
the  late  unhappy  occafion,  he  flated,  that  marfhal 
Broglio  had  been  drawn  from  his  retreat  in  the  count- 
try  by  the  pofitive  order  of  the  king — That  he  was  not 
privy  to  the  affembling  of  the  troops  near  the  capital ; 
and  fo  little  confcious  of  the  defign,  that,  on  his  arri- 
val at  court,  his  firft  addrefs  to  the  king  was—'  Here 
are  the  troops !  but  where  is  the  enemy  ?'  That  he  was 
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made  acquainted  with  none  of  the  meafures  of  the 
court,  and  heard  of  the  difmhTion  of  IV! .  Neckar  only* 
through  the  medium  of  public  report— That  when  he 
arrived  at  Metz,  fo  ferifible  had  he  been  of  the  difho- 
nourable  caufe  in  which  he  had  been  unconfeioufly  en- 
teamed:  that  his  fpints  were  funk,  and  his  health  had 
been  vifibly  on  the  decline — That  he  was  now  in  fo 
dangerous  a  it  ate,  that  he  was  unable  to  return  to  his 
country,  but  had  mod  obftinately  refilled  every  attempt 
to  feduee  him  from  his  allegiance  to  it." 

In  confequence  of  this  representation,  the  aflemHy 
refolved — "  \  hat  for  the  prefent  nothing  decifive  mould 
be  decreed  with  refpecl  to  the  rank  of  the  rriarfhal  of 
Fi  .nee.  as  held  by  M.  Broglio  ;  but  that  he  mould  it  ill 
be  conkdered  as  preferring  his  rank  and  title,  &c." — 
The  marfhal  afterwards,  however  resigned  his  rank,  and 
formally  declared  for  the  emigrants  ;  it  is  probable 
therefore  that  M.  Victor  Broglio  was  either  deceived  in 
his  information,  or  was  in  hopes,  by  obtaining  this  fa- 
vourable decifion,  to  overcome  the  prejudices  of  his  fa- 
ther, and  induce  him  to  return  to  his  country. 

Towards  the  conclufion  of  the  month,  feveral  de- 
crees were  palled  relative  to  the  cafe  of  a  regency. — 
"  Women  were  excluded  from  that  truft,  as  well  as 
from  the  fucceliion  to  the  crown.  The  regency  was 
declared  to  belong  of  right  to  the  next  male  heir  to  the 
crown,  during  the  whole  minority  of  the  king.  The 
perfbn  of  the  minor  king,  however,  was  not  confided 
to  the  regent ;  and  he  was  pronounced  to  be  of  age 
at  eighteen."  Nearly  about  the  fame  period  it  was 
decreed,  "  that  all  public  functionaries  ought  to  refide 
in  whatever  place  was  the  proper  fcene  of  their  employ- 
ments—That the  king,  as  the  firft  public  functionary, 
mould  be  always  refident,  during  the  feflion,  within 
twenty  leagues  of  the  legiflative  body;  and  that,  if  he 
or  the  heir  apparent  went  out  of  the  kingdom  without  a 
decree  of  the  legislature,  they  mould  be  confidered  as 
having  abdicated  their  right  to  the  crown.3' 

This  difcufiion  was  fucceeded  bv  one  of  frill  greater 
•importance  to  the  welfare  of  the  community.     This  re- 
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garded  the  fucceflion  to  property,  and  the  right  of  dif- 
poiing  of  pofieffions  after  death.  In  the  outlet  of  the 
debate,  a  very  judicious  didinction  was  edablifhed  ;  and 
it  was  determined,  id,  to  decide  what  was  proper  to  be 
decreed  with  refpect  to  the  effects  of  perfons  dying  in- 
teflate  ;  and  2dly,  whether  any  reftriction  ought  to  be 
laid  on  the  right  of  tedamentary  alienation.  In  the 
fird  part  of  this  invefligation,  the  evils  of  the  exifting 
law  of  inheritances  were  drongly  depicted.  The  ab- 
furd  feudal  inditution  of  primogeniture  was  fuccelsful- 
Iv  attacked.  It  was  demondrated,  that  no  fuch  indi- 
tution  exided  among  the  enlightened  nations  of  anti- 
quity ,  that  it  originated  among  the  molt  barbarous 
tribes,  and  in  the  mod  uncivilized  periods ;  that,  in 
the  prefent  circumdances  of  fociety,  it  was  warranted 
by  no  motive,  no  reafon,  no  excufe ;  that  its  bafis  was 
infaftiee,  its  confequences  profligacy  and  crimes  ;  that 
the  heir  to  a  large  fortune  was  generally  corrupted  by 
the  pofieffion  of  it,  and  the  younger  branches  devoted 
to  beggary  and  proditution  ;  that  its  effects  in  a  public 
view  were  dill  more  deplorable  ;  and  that  it  was  the 
principal  caufe  of  that  inequality  among  the  citizens, 
which  produced  mod  of  the  vice  and  all  the  miiery 
that  exids  in  fociety.  In  fine,  the  opinion,  that  an  e* 
qual  divifion  of  property  mould  take  place  among  the 
children  or  relations  of  perfons  dying  intedate,  ieemed 
to  meet  with  unanimous  approbation,  and  was  forne 
time  after  the  difcuffion  decreed. 

On  the  other  topic,  there  was  a  greater  diverfity  of 
fentiment.  In  defence  of  the  unlimited  power  of  tef- 
tators,  recourfe  wras  had  to  the  facred  light  in  winch 
property  oughf  always  to  be  regarded  ;  to  the  dilcou- 
ragement  which  would  be  held  forth  to  induftry,  if  a 
man  was  not  permitted  to  difpofeof  his  property  agree* 
ably  to  his  inclination.  1  he  power  of  parents  over 
their  children  was  another  forcible  argument  which  was 
reforted  to  on  this  topic.  To  make  children  indepen- 
dent of  their  pareir.s,  it  was  iaiJ.  would  be  the  annihi- 
lation of  good  morals.  Youth.it  was  added,  is  the  tor- 
rid zone  of  human  life,  and  tuuit   fall   the  umvnftng 
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prey  of  temptation,  of  debauchery,  of  u fury,  of  every 
exiting  corruption  and  depravity,  if  poffefied  of  an  in- 
dependent patrimony.  The  character  of  a  father  was 
reprefented  as  the  mod  iacred  of  titles ;  it  was  that 
which  the  deity  himfelf  aiTumes.  The  equal  partition 
of  eftates,  which  was  the  principal  argument  employed 
by  the  other  fide,  was  adduced  as  a  proof  in  favour  of 
that  arrangement  which  left  the  difpofal  of  his  property 
to  the  will  of  the  teflator.  In  the  increafe  of  popula- 
tion, it  was  faid,  the  landed  property  of  individuals 
would  be  fubdivided  into  atoms,  and  the  portions  would 
be  fo  extremely  final!  as  even  to  baffle  the  diligence  of 
the  collectors  of  the  land-tax. 

The  arguments  on  the  other  fide  were   not  lefs  inge- 
nious.    It  was  faid,   that  the  queflion  in  this  cafe  was 
fimply,  whether  the  will  of  the  law,    or  the  will  of  the 
individual,  mould  be  obeyed  ?  The    will  or  determina- 
tion of  the  law  ought  to    be    preferred,  becaufe  it  was 
totally  exempt  from    the    influence    of    the    pamons  ; 
whereas    the    will    of  the  individual  was  alwavs  under 
their  direction.     If  the  law  had  determined,  therefore, 
that  an  equal   divifion   of  property  was  for  the  good  of 
the  (late,  the  will  of  the  individual  ought  not  to  inter- 
fere  with  the  public  welfare.     The  arbitrary  difpofi- 
tion  of  parents  not  only  obftructed  the  public  profperi- 
ty,  by  contributing  to  the  inequality  of  fortune   among 
the  citizens  ;  but  frequently   produced    the   mod:  cruel 
outrages,    by   difmheriting  their  children,  from  pafiion 
or  mifreprefentation.     It  was  not    however  contended 
that  the    reftriction    fhouid  be  fo  abfolute  that  a  parent 
mould  have  nothing  left  to  distribute  as  a  recompenfe 
to  a  deferving  child,  nothing  to  withhold  as  a  check  up- 
on one  lefs  worthy  ;   the  object  was,  to  leave  a   part  of 
the  inheritance  at    the    difpofal  of  the  teflator,  and  to 
di (tribute  a  part  in    fuch    proportions    as  mould   feern 
mod    likely    to    promote    the    profperity  of  the  com- 


monwealth. 


Ot  this  latter  opinion  was  Mirabeau  ;  but  he  fpake 
no  longer  from  the  tribune,  which  had  fo  often  re- 
founded  with  the  thunders  of  his  eloquence,  but  from 
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the  dark  and  filent  regions  of  the  dead.  While  i 
law  of  fuccefiions  continued  in  agitation,  he  was  feized 
•with  an  internal  dileafe,  the  feat  of  which  was  fa  id  to 
be  the  pericardium,  and  at  the  early  age  of  forty -two 
was  cut  off  in  the  meridian  of  earthly  glory.  During. 
the  moft  fevere  part  of  his  illnefs,  and  even  while  ftrue- 
gliiig  in  the  arms  of  death,  he  continued  (till  the  man 
of  the  public.  A  few  hours  before  his  deceafe  he  fent 
for  the  bifhop  of  Autun,  and  obferved  to  him,  that  the 
law  of  inheritances  was  the  order  of  the  day.  He  re- 
queued him  to  take  down  his  fentiments  on  the  fob- 
jecl,  and  report  them  to  the  national  affemply.  It  is 
difficult  to  fay  whether  the  affliction  with  which  they 
heard  the  news  of  his  death,  or  the  refpett  which  they 
feemed  to  pay  to  his  laft  fentiments,  was  more  honour-* 
able  and  conspicuous.  Some  1  ufpicions  were  entertain- 
ed that  he  died  by  poifon  :  but,  en  opening  his  body^ 
no  proofs  were  found  to  juflify  fuch  a  conjecture*. 

The  prefent  age  has  not  feen  a  more  extraordinary 
character  than  M.  de  Mirabeau.  His  talents  were  briU 
liant,  and  the  times  and  fituation  were  favourable  to 
the  exercife  of  them.  He  was  formed  by  nature  and 
by  habit  to  govern  and  direct  a  popular  afiembly.  His 
deep,  penetration,  his  promptitude,  his  fluent  eloquence, 
his  powerful  voice,  were  all  adapted  to  command  at- 
tention, and  to   filence  or  confute.     Born  of  a  noble, 

*  DifiecHon,  however,  does  not  always  afford  a  decifive  proof  up- 
on this  fubjecTt.  Mirabeau  died  fuddenly,  and  died  at  a  mod  criti- 
cal period-— If  he  died  by  poifon,  he  certainly  was  poifoned  by  fome 
oi  his  own  party,  for  no  others  could  have  accefs  to  him.  It  is 
well  known  that  fufpicions  were  entertained,  for  fome  time  previ- 
ous to  his  death,  that  he  had  been  purchased  by  the  court  ;  and 
whether  the  fufpicion  was  well  founded  ©r  not,  it  is  certain  that 
the  leaders  of  the  Jacobins  and  republican  party  were  extremely  jea- 
icrus  of  his  authority  and  weight  with  the  people.  But  whatever 
was  the  caufe  of  his  death,  it  was  a  moft  unfortunate  event  fo? 
France.     The  new  cpnftitution   was  alrnqft   entirely    his    work,  and 

1  lie  lived  he  would  have  defended  it  ;  and  probably  by  his  abi- 
lities and  power  with  the  people  might  have  prevented  many  of 
the  calamities  and  enormities  which  have  fince  affii&ed  and  difgra- 
ced  his  Country.  From  trie  death  of  Mirabeau  almoft  every  public 
Bieafure  iu  France   has  been  injudicious  and  impolitic. 
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though  not  of  an  opulent  family,  his  early  education 
had  initiated  him  in  all  the  engaging,  all  the  focial 
arts  ;  his  love  of  pleafure  had  led  him  into  a  variety  of 
iltuations,  and  had  made  him  perfectly  acquainted  with 
the  human  character  ;  the  periecution  and  diftrefs  which 
he  had  encountered  in  early  life,  had  rendered  him  firm  ; 
a  tedious  confinement  had  made  him  dudious.  Few 
datefmen  poffefled  more  exteniive  views ;  few  orators 
have  been  capable  of  bolder  flights,  of  a  more  paflion- 
ate  addrefs,  or  a  more  energetic  expredion. 

Of  his  private  life  we  profefs  to  know  but  little  : 
common  report,  however,  has  not  fpoken  of  him  in  this 
view  in  the  mod  favourable  terms.  His  private  cha- 
racter clouded  with  fufpicion  his  public  conduct ;  though 
it  mult  be  confelfed,  that  there  is  nothing  upon  record 
which  iuftifies  fuch  conjectures.  Though  he  defended 
royalty,  it  would  be  harm  to  fay  that  he  did  it  only  to 
promote  his  intereft  with  the  monarch  :  though  he 
pleaded  for  the  admiffion  of  minifters  to  the  legiflative 
body,  we  have  no  authority  to  aifert^  that  he  mean-  :o 
folicit  an  employment.  He  profeffes  of  himfelf,  that 
his  fydem  of  politics  was  that  which  is  termed  the  mo- 
derate fydem.  Perhaps  every  man  who  fees  deeply  in- 
to human  nature,  and  who  knows  the  weaknefs  of  man- 
kind, and  the  inftability  of  popular  counfels,  will  be 
moderate.  He  is  even  faid  in  his  lad  illnefs  to  have 
expreifed  his  fears  led  the  democratic  party  of  France 
fhould  go  too  far  in  weakening  the  executive  govern- 
ment. 

As  an  orator,  the  faired  tedimony  to  his  memory  is 
the  amazing  power  which  he  poffefled  in  a  numerous  and 
turbulent  affemblv,  and  his  confeffedlv  excelling  all  the 
efforts  of  his  iiluflrious  rivals  and  contemporaries. 
The  facultv  on  v  1  ipoeara  mod   to  have  valued 

himfelf,  was  that  of  improving  qn  thi  bfervatioas  of 
others,  and  perpetually  drawing  even  fr<  -  is  adverfa- 
ries  a  copious  fund  of  matter.  His  writings  are  une- 
qual, and  not  unfrequently  obfeure.  In  delineating 
the  charcters  of  other  men.  he  is  fevere,  farcadic,  and 
uncandid  ;  and  in  his  gallery  of  portraits  (if  it  be    in- 

Vol.  I.  E  e 
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difputably  his)*  he  appears  to  have  made  facrlflces  to 
jealoufy  and  envy  unworthy  of  his  own  great  talents, 
and  unbecoming  a  liberal  mind. 

The  honours  which  he  received  from  his  country  are 
perhaps  unparalleled  in  the  prefent  age.  During  his 
illnefs  his  door  was  befieged  by  inquiring  citizens, 
whofe  countenances  evinced  that  they  confidered  him  as 
the  faviour  of  their  country.  The  directory  of  Paris 
and  the  national  afTembly  decreed  a  mourning  of  eight 
days.  By  arefolution  of  the  legiilature  alfo,  a  public 
funeral  was  ordered,  and  was  attended  by  the  national 
afTembly,  the  minifters,  the  magiftrates  and  judges  in 
their  robes,  the  national  guard  of  Paris,  the  fociety 
of  Friends  of  the  Conftitution,  or  Jacobins,  and  an 
incredible  number  of  fpeclators.  The  magnificent  new 
church  of  St.  Genevieve  was  confecrated  for  the  recep- 
tion of  the  remains  of  great  men,  and  Mirabeau  was 
the  firfr  who  was  publickly  decreed  that  honour.  As 
that  church  however  was  not  complete,  the  body  was 
for  the  prefent  depofited  in  St.  Etienne  du  Mont,  which 
adjoins  St.  Genevieve,  by  the  fide  of  the  coffin  which 
contains  the  aihes  of  Defcartes. 

The  next  difcuilion  which  engaged  the  attention  of 
the  afTembly,  was  the  organization  of  the  miniftry. 
The  minifters  were  declared  refponfible ;  and  it  was 
alfo  decreed,  that  no  member  of  the  national  afTembly 
could  take  any  part  in  adminiftration  till  four  years 
alter  the  conclufion  of  that  legiilature  of  which  he  was 
a  member.  The  appointment  of  minifters  was  veiled 
in  the  king ;  but  their  number  was  to  be  regulated  by 
the  legiilature.  The  minifters  then  appointed  were, 
ift,  A  minifter  of  jufiice,  who  was  to  keep  the  great 
feal  ;  to  execute  all  laws  relative  to  the  fanclioning  of* 
decrees  ;  to  preferve  correfpondence  with  all  the  infe- 
rior departments  of  juftice  ;  to  fubmit  to  the  legiilature 
all  queitions  of  jurisprudence,  &c.  2d,  A  minifter  of 
war, to  •uperintend  the  regulation  of  all  the  troops  of  tie 

*  This,  however,   is  more  than  doubted  by  fome  good  judges.-— 
Why  have  we  not  an  authentic  collection  of  his  works  I 
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line,  &c.  ;  to  order  the  movements  of  the  armies  a- 
gainit  the  enemy,  &c.  3d,  A  miniiter  of  foreign  affairs, 
to  fuperintend  and  conduct  all  correfpondence  with  fo- 
reign courts ;  to  enforce  the  execution  of  treaties ;  and 
to  have  a  general  care  of  the  political  and  commercial 
interefts  of  the  kingdom.  4th,  A  minifter  of  ma- 
rine and  for  the  colonies.  The  mini  Iter  of  foreign  af- 
fairs to  have  a  falary  of  150,000  livres  (about  7,4001  ) 
and  the  reft  100,000  livres  about  5,oool.)  per  annum. 
The  king  and  the  miniiters  to  compofe  a  great  council 
of  ftate,  for  the  due  exercife  of  the  executive  power. 

The  noble fTe  afiembled  on  the  borders  of  Alface,  for 
the  purpofc  of  reconquering  their  titles,  began  now  to 
create  fome  alarm  in  the  people.  The  emigrant  army 
had  been  reviewed  by  the  prince  de  Conde  :  their  uni- 
form was  black,  laced  with  yellow,  with  a  death's  head 
furrounded  with  a  laurel  wreath  on  one  cuff,  and  a  fword 
on  the  other,  with  the  motto,  cc  Conquer  or  die/'  1  he 
emigrants  alio,  it  was  added,  \7-re  well  received  by  moil 
of  the  German  princes,  and  every  thing  appeared  hof- 
tile  on  the  frontiers.  As  the  cardinal  de  Rohan  had 
taken  an  active  part  in  feducing  the  people  from  their 
duties,  an  acl  of  impeachment  was  decreed  againft  him 
and  fome  other  of  the  principal  emigrants. 

With  this  circumftance  feveral  others  occurred  to 
keep  awake  the  ever-watchful  eye  of  popular  fufpicion. 
The  king,  whether  he  entertained  them  through  pre- 
judice and  predilection,  or  through  mere  compaflion, 
was  furrounded  wiih  non-juring  priefts,  and  other  per- 
fons  of  a  dubious  character  ;  and  the  people  had  not 
forgotten  the  lingular  tranfaCtion  of  the  Tuilleries  on 
the  28th  of  February,  which  in  all  probability  was  fre- 
quently exaggerated  and  miireprefented  to  them.  How- 
ever, therefore,  we  may  condemn,  we  cannot  be  fur- 
prifed  at  the  tumult  which  took  place  on  the  18th  of 
April,  while  the  royal  family  was  preparing  to  fet  out 
for  St  Cloud,  where  they  intended  to  pals  the  Eafter 
holidays.  The  populace,  who  confidered  this  as  oniy 
foreboding  the  flight  of  the  king,  and  a  counter  revo- 
lution, clamorouily  furrounded  the  carriage,  and  infift- 


-24  HISTORY  OF  THE 

ed  on  their  tnajefties'  return.  It  was  in  vain  that  M. 
Bailly  and  M.  de  la  Fayette  oppofed  this  phrenfy  ;  in 
vain  they  exerted  themfelves  to  procure  a  free  palTage 
for  the  carriage.  A  fet  of  orators  better  adapted  to 
the  ears  of  the  common  people,  exclaimed,  "  If  the 
king  ejcapes,  there  will  be  a  civil  war,  and  the  ftreets 
of  Paris  will  be  deluged  with  the  blood  of  the  citizens." 
The  national  guard  refuied  to  act — "  We  know,"  faid. 
the  grenadiers,  "  that  we  are  violating  the  law  \  but 
the  fafetv  of  the  country  is  the  nrfl  of  laws." 

The  royal  family,  in  mort,  was  obliged  to  return. 
The  king  on  the  following  day  repaired  to  the  alfem- 
]bly,  where,  with  becoming  firmnefs  and  dignity,  he 
complained  of  the  infult,  and  declared  his  intention  of 
perfevering  in  his  refolution.  He  was  anfwered  in  a 
refpectful  fpeech  by  the  prefident ;  and  he  proceeded 
on  his  journey.  At  the  fame  time,  his  majefty  embra- 
ced this  opportunity  of  notifying  to  all  the  foreign 
courts  his  acceptance  of  the  constitution  ;  and,  in  com- 
pliance with  a  requeft  from  the  municipality  of  Paris, 
difmiifed  from  about  his  perfon  thofe  obnoxious  per- 
sons who  had  been  a  principal  caufe  of  the  fufpicion. 
New  afiurances  of  fidelity  to  the  conflitution,  and  of 
loyalty  to  the  king,  pafTed  between  the  fovereign  and 
the  national  afTembly,  and  all  was  quiet. 

The  writers  of  all  parties  have  done  juftice  to  ihs 
fpirit  and  propriety  which  diftinguifned  the  conduct  of 
M.  de  la  Fayette  on  this  occafion.  On  the  2 lit,  he, 
with  the  other  ft  alt- officers,  fent  in  their  refignation,  ob- 
ierving,  that  imce  the  national  guards  would  no  longer 
obey,  they  mull  ceafe  to  retain  a  command  which  was 
merely  nominal.  This  event  was  no  fooner  known 
than  all  Paris  was  feized  with  a  general  confternation ; 
nor  could  all  the  machinations  of  La  Fayette's  enemies 
prevent  their  foiiciting  in  a  body,  and  under  circum- 
ftances  the  molt  refpeclful  to  him,  that  he  would  re-af- 
fume  the  command.  After  fome  hefitation  on  his  part, 
and  the  ftron^eft  aiFurances  given  on  theirs  of  entire 
obedience,  he  agreed  on  thQ  24th  to  comply  with  their 
wi&es, 


ces 
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During  thefe  tranfactions  in  the  capital,  the  provin- 
could  not  even  yet  be  pronounced  in  a  perfect  flate 
of  tranquillity.  At  Touloufe  in  particular,  feveral  ci- 
tizens were  affaflinated  on  the  night  of  the  17th  of 
March.  The  murder  was  attributed  to  the  officers  or 
foldiers  of  the  regiment  of  St.  Barthelemi.  The  people 
immediately  took  arms,  but  happily  the  tumult  ended 
in  burning  the  colours  of  the  regiment.  The  real  au- 
thors of  the  aii'aflinarions,  however,  efcaped  into 
Spain. 

Thefe  commotions,  which  agitated  the  mother  coun- 
try, were  however  trifling  when  compared  with  the  fa- 
tal animofities  which  prevailed  in  the  colonies.  The 
decree  of  March  1790  was  fo  far  from  quieting  the 
jealoufies  and  difturbances  which  exifted,  that  its  imme- 
diate effect  feemed  to  be  to  kindle  the  whole  of  the 
French  Weft-Indies  into  a  flame.  Before  the  arrival 
of  the  commimoners  who  were  to  enforce  the  decree, 
a  mulatto  of  the  name  of  Oge,  attempted  to  excite  a 
rebellion  in  St.  Domingo  :  his  party  was,  however,  de- 
feated :  he  took  refuge  among  the.  Spaniards  ;  they 
furrendered  him,  and  he  expired  upon  the  wheel.  The 
very  troops  which  had  been  fent  from  France  to  reftore 
tranquillity,  became  infected  with  the  fpirit  of  infub- 
oraination.  A  regiment  of  native  troops  too,  which 
was  named  the  regiment  of  Port-au  Prince,  affafhnated 
their  colonel.  The  rebellious  regiment  was  embarked, 
and  fent  to  Europe  ;  but  the  king's  commiiTaries  flill 
exercifed  a  feeble  and  dubious  authority. 

But  the  very  decree  of  the  aflembly,  the  fubftance  of 
which  has  been  already  intimated,  proved  the  moft 
deplorable  fource  of  difcord.  In  that  decree,  parochial 
anemblies  were  directed  to  be  held  previous  to  the 
forming  of  a  colonial  conftitution ;  but  no  definition 
was  given  of  the  perfons  who  were  to  form  thefe  meet- 
ings. The  people  of  colour,  not  being  excepted,  con- 
cluded naturally  that  they  were  virtually  comprifed  in 
the  law.  The  moft  violent  contefts  enfued,  and  a  de- 
putation was  fent  over  to  the  national  aflembly,  to  de- 
mand an  explanation. 
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In  May  1791,  the  matter  was  warmly  agitated  in  the 
affembly.  The  advocates  in  favour  of  the  people  of 
colour  urged  the  declaration  of  rights,  which  the  aifem- 
bly  itfelf  had  agreed  on  as  the  bafis  of  their  new  con- 
ilitution,  and  even  appealed  to  a  higher  authority,  the 
great  fundamental  principles  of  realon  and  juftice.  The 
colonial  deputies,  and  their  abettors,  conferled  that  the 
prejudice  again  ft  the  people  of  colour  was  abfurd  and 
unjuft  ;  but  they  alleged  that  it  was  a  prejudice  which 
could  not  be  annihilated  by  a  fingle  decree,  or  be  ob- 
literated in  a  fhort  fpace  of  time.  That  a  law  which 
fhould  at  once  elevate  thefe  perfons  to  the  fame  rank 
with  the  white  coionifts,  would  expofe-the  ifland  to  the 
fevereft  calamities.  The  aflembly  found  itfelf  in  a  moft 
difficult  predicament.  The  free  people  of  colour  on 
the  one  hand,  and  their  dependents,  were  numerous  and 
wealthy  ;  and,  on  the  other,  the  whites  in  the  French 
ifland s  were  rnafters  of  nearly  200,000  negroes,  were 
poflefled  of  all  the  actual  power,  and  had  exhibited  the 
moft  alarming  fymptoms  of  independence.  They  had 
already  opened  their  _  ports  to  foreign  nations,  and  had 
threatened  to  transfer  their  allegiance  to  the  Englifh 
government.  The  troops  which  had  been  fent  had  been 
debauched  from  their  duty,  and  corrupted  in  their  prin- 
ciples, and  little  reliance  could  be  placed  upon  new  de- 
barkations. In  this  dilemma,  the  legiflature  proceeded 
gradually,  and  with  extreme  caution. 

On  the  13th  of  May,  a  decree  was  paffed  to  quiet 
the  appreheniions  of  the  coionifts  with  refpecf  to  the  li- 
beration of  the  negroes ;  and  it  was  eftablifhed  as  a 
conftitutional  article,  "  that  the  legiflature  of  the  mo- 
ther country  mould  decide  nothing  with  refped  to  the 
liberation  of  the  flaves,  but  upon  the  actual  and  formal 
demand  of  the  colonial  afiembiies  ".  This  was  follow- 
ed, on  the  15th,  by  another  decree  equally  cautious, 
and  in  effect  partial  to  the  white  coionifts  ;  which  was, 
that  people  of  colour  born  of  free  parents  on  both  {ides9 
fhouid  be  admitted  into  all  the  colonial  afiembiies :  and 
as  to  thofe  whofe  parents  en  one  fide  only  were  irte, 
the  legiflature  would  not  determine  any  thing  till  they 
heard  the  fentiments  of  the  colonial  aileinblies. 
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Thus,  by  a  repetition  of  the  fame  timid  policy  which 
had  produced  the  difturbances,  the  ailembly  dill  conti- 
nued to  widen  the  breach.     Neither  party  was  fatisfied 
with  the  decree.     The  majority  of  the  people  of  colour 
were  not  born  of  parents  who  were  both  free,  fince  it 
happened  that  a  confiderable  number  were  the  offspring 
of  flaves  who  had  been  in  a  (late  of  concubinage  with 
their  mafters ;  and  the   white  colonics,  on   the  other 
hand,  found  their  darling  prejudice  invaded   even  by 
this  trifling  innovation.     The  mod  fatal  difcord  mani- 
feited  itfelf  immediately.     The  aflembly  had  fent  over 
no  troops  to    enforce  its    own  decree.     The    colonifts 
complained,  that  the    decree  in  itfelf  was  impractica- 
ble.    Such  a  fcrutiny   as  it  required  into  the  pedigree 
and  extraction  of  individuals,  could  not  be  conducted 
without  offence,  without  difficulty,  and  litigation.  The 
white  colonills  reprefented  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  that 
this  lad  decree  was  a  total  violation  of  the  preamble  to 
the  former  :  though    the    affembly  had  fan&ioned  the 
continuance  of  flavery,  they  ftill  feared  the  abolition  of 
the  ilave  trade,  and  determined  to  relax  nothing  in  their 
feverity  and  oppreffion  of  the  people  of  colour. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  enemies  of  the  revolution  were 
not  inactive  in  inflaming  the  minds  of  both  parties. — 
The  flaves,  whether  inftigated  by  incendiaries,  or  whe- 
ther finding  the  civil  authority  which  held  them  in  obe* 
dience  almoft  annihilated,  foon  began  to  take  a  part  in 
the  difputes ;  and  difcord,  violence,  and  bloodmed  per- 
vaded every  part  of  the  colonies.  In  Martinico,  and 
the  fmaller  ifiands,  after  much  conteft,  order  has  been 
partly  reftored  ;  but  St.  Domingo  ftill  remains  a  me- 
lancholy fcene  of  defolation  and  civil  war. 

In  the  latter  end  of  June,  the  city  of  Paris,  and  the 
whole  kingdom  of  France,  were  thrown  into  the  moil 
violent  confirmation  by  the  defertion  of  the  king.  It 
was  remarked,  that  for  fome  weeks  previous  to  this 
event  the  emigrations  had  greatly  increafed  ;  and  the 
circulating  fpecie  of  the  kingdom  difappeared,  as  it  were 
by  a  miracle.     The  non  juring  prieils  were  more  adtive 


428  HISTORY  OF  THE 

and  audacious  than  ever,  and  emifTaries  were  employed 
to  corrupt  the  foldiery  of  aimed  every  regiment,  and 
efpecially  on  the  frontiers. 

The  perfidious  Bouille,  who  had  fo  wantonly  imbru-' 
ed  his  hands  in  the  blood  of  his  fellow-foldiers,  in  the 
affair  of  Nancy,  was  the  principal  agent  on  this  occa- 
fion.  By  a  variety  of  fictions  and  excufes,  he  evaded 
for  a  long  time  the  civic  oath  ;  but  at  length  he  took 
it  with  fuch  fpontaneous  tokens  of  zeal  as  left  no  room 
to  doubt  of  his  fidelity.  He  was  entrufled  with  the 
protection  of  the  frontiers  ;  a  truft  which  he  exercifed 
more  confidently  with  his  own  character  and  views, 
than  with  the  principles  of  duty  and  honour.  He  ei- 
ther permitted  the  fortifications  of  all  the  frontier 
towns  to  run  to  decay,  or  affifted  in  their  dilapidation. 
The  garrifons  were  left  without  provifions  or  ammuni- 
tion. The  national  foldiery  were  replaced  wherever  it 
was  poffible  with  foreigners,  and  the  utmoft  pains  were 
taken  to  fpread  difunion  and  difcontent  among  the  na- 
tional troops.  The  place  nominally  appointed  for  the 
retreat  of  the  king,  was  Montmedy,  a  fortified  town  of 
Luxemburgh ;  but  it  was  generally  fuppofed  that  his 
actual  refidence  was  to  be  within  the  emperor's  domi- 
nions. Here  the  emigrants  from  all  quarters  were  to  be 
affembled,  and  were  to  acl  in  concert  with  the  powerful 
iuccours  which  were  to  be  furniihed  by  Pruffia  and 
.Auftria,  while  other  diverfions  were  to  be  made  on  the 
iide  of  Spain  and  Savoy,  by  the  refpeclive  monarchs  of 
thofe  countries. 

Such  is  the  account  which  is  mod  generally  believed 
of  the  motives  and  plan  of  this  ill-concerted  and  unfor- 
tunate journey ;  unfortunate  for  the  country,  becaufe 
it  deftroyed  that  confidence  which  the  people  ought  to 
have  in  the  executive  government ;  and  doubly  unfor- 
tunate for  the  monarch,  becaufe  it  for  ever  loft  him  the 
love  of  a  people,  who,  in  the  moft  diftrefsful  and  tu- 
multuous circumflances  of  the  revolution,  was  never 
before  known  to  waver  or  abate  in  the  perfonal  regard 
which  they  retained  for  their  fovereign.  The  king's 
intention  was  not  kept  fuch  a  profound  fecret,  but  that 
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i!  was  known  (o  M.   Gouvibn,    one  of  the  officers  of 
the  national  guard,  who  communicated  it  (o  the  m 

M.  la  Fayette:  the  guard  was  in  confiquence 
doubled,  and  Inch  precautions  were  taken  as  appeared 
likely  to  prevent  every  ;■  ility  of  effecting  the  in- 
tention. On  the  night  of  the  20th  of  lime,  however, 
the  king,  the  queen,  madanie  Elizabeth,  filter  to  the 
king,  and  the  whole  of  the  royal  family  difappaarcd. 
Monfieur  and  madame  took'the  road  to  Mohs  ;  and  the 
kind's  partv  that  of  Moritmedy. 

If  a  teft  had  been  wanting  of  the  fpirit  and  patriotifi  i 
of  the  nation,  none  could  have  been  devifed  fo  fatifc 
factory  as  this.  The  ailemb-v  received  the  news  with 
a  calmnefs  and  dignity,  fufficient  ahtioft  to  dlfcounte- 
nance  opposition.  Their  fill!  care  was  the  public  fafe- 
ty  and  tranquillity.  They  committed  to  the  miriiflers 
the  execution  of  the  laws,  and  the  other  political 
functions  of  the  king.  A  new  oath  of  fidelity  to  the 
nation  was  prescribed  to  the  military.  Couriers  were 
difpatched  to  all  the  different  parts  of  the  kingdom^ 
with  orders  to  Hop  the  fugitives,  if  pofiibJe,  and  to 
recommend  the  prefervation  of  peace  and  good  order. 
After  thefe  precautions,  the  aflembly,  with  unparallel- 
ed calmnefs,  refumed  their  ordinary  labours,  and  pro- 
qeeded  to  the  difcuffion  of  the  penal  code. 

Among  the  people,  the  ill il  iiripujfe  was  a  com- 
bined emotion  of  confirmation,  furprife,  and  indigna- 
tion. The  king's  arms  and  effigies  were  taken  down 
and  broken  bv  the  populace  of  Paris.  A  proclamation 
from  the  aflembly,  however,  loon  reflofed  order.  The 
^national  guard  afFembled  ;  deputations  from  diaerent 
bodies  appeared  at  the  bar  ot  the  aflembly,  with  the 
ftrongeft  and  molt  firm  profeffidns  of  pairiotiiin  and 
obedience. 

Though  the  majority  of  the  nation,  however,  thus 
evinced  its  attachment  to  the  revolution,  the  "flight  of 
the  king  was  viewed  in  very  eirrerent  lights",  according 
as  the  diiierent  parties  felt  their  particular  prejudices 
affected  by  the  event.  At  the  lirlt  of  the  revolution, 
two   parties    only  divided  the  mafs  of  the  people  $  the 
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friends  of  privileges  and  aridocracy,  and  the  friends  of 
liberty :  but  the  latter  had  fince  divided,  and  a  party 
more  dangerous  to  the  new  conditution  than  even  the 
ariftocracy  themfelves  had  darted  up ;  a  party,  who, 
in  qued  of  ideal  perfection,  are  never  fatisfted  with  any 
edabliihed  form  of  government  ;  but  whofe  unquiet 
minds,  ever  in  purfuit  of  a  vifionary  theory,  neglect 
the  more  important  objects  of  peace,  indudry,  and  (la- 
bility of  government,  which  are  the  only  circumftan.ces 
that  can  give  greatnefs  or  profperity  to  a  nation. 

To  the  republican  party  the  departure  of  the  king  was 
a  matter  of  triumph  :  their  love  of  change  was  now 
likely  to  meet  at  leaf!  a  prefent  gratification  :  they  en- 
larged upon  the  abfurdiiy  of  a  government  which  ena- 
bled an  individual  to  throw  the  whole  (late  into  con- 
fufion  :  they  reprefented  the  king  as  a  perjured  monfter, 
whofe  patriotiim  and  love  for  his  people  would  prefently 
be  evinced  by  his  entering  France  at  the  head  of  ho- 
flile  armies,  to  ravage  the  country,  and  to  drench  it 
in  blood.  The  lofs  of  authority,  they  Hated,  mud  be 
ever,  to  him  who  once  porTeffed  it,  a  fubjecl:  of  re- 
gret; and  they  exhorted  the  lovers  of  liberty,  even  if 
the  king's  flight  mould  be  prevented,  to  make  ufe  of 
the  opportunity  to  relieve  the  nation  from  a  natural 
enemy. 

The  more  temperate  and  fober  thinkers  faw  the  mat- 
ter in  a  very  different  point  of  view.  The  majority 
of  them  preferred  a  limited  monarchy,  as  at  lead  the 
mod  expedient  form  of  government,  and  confidered  it 
as  abfurd  in  a  nation  enjoying  perfect  liberty,  to  difpute 
about  the  mode  or  form  in  which  it  diould  be  admini- 
dered.  They  confidered,  that  even  if  the  republican 
form  was  preferable,  cudom  had  inured  the  French  to 
monarchy,  and  their  dronged  prejudices  inclined  them  ta 
fupport  it :  that  the  nation  was  not  in  a  date  to  en- 
dure the  (hock  of  a  fecond  revolution.  They  there- 
fore  contemplated  it  as  the  happied  event  that  could 
occur,  mould  the  king  by  any  fortunate  chance  be  re- 
itored  j  and  forelaw  a  train  oi   the  mod  formidably 
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evils  threatening  the  kingdom  and  the  people,  mould 
he  fall  into  the  hands  of  their  enemies. 

The  hopes  of  the  republicans  were  blaiied  for  the 
moment  by  the  vigilance  and  activity  of  two  obfcure 
individuals.  To  favour  their  efcape,  the  royal  family 
had  obtained  a  paiiport  through  the  medium  of  the 
Ruffian  arnbaffador,  in  the  name  of  a  baroneis  de  Kortz, 
with  her  fuite,  as  travelling  to  Frankfort.  They  travel- 
led in  the  raoft  private  manner  till  they  found  them- 
felves  at  a  considerable  diftance  from  the  capital,  when 
they  were  furnimed  by  Bouille'  with  detachments  of 
dragoons,  under  the  pretence  of  guarding  fome  trealure 
for  the  pay  of  the  foldiers.  They  proceeded  without 
interruption  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  fix  miles,  and 
were  but  a  few  leagues  from  the  frontiers  when  they 
were  arrefled.  At  St.  Menehould,  the  poft-mafter,  M. 
Drouet,  had  formerly  been  a  dragoon  in  the  regiment 
of  Conde.  He  immediately  recognifed  the  queen,  and 
was  forcibly  attracted  by  the  refemblance  of  the  king 
to  his  portrait  on  the  affignat  of  fifty  livres.  He  was 
confirmed  in  his  fufpicions,  on  feeing  the  detachment 
of  dragoons  relieved  by  a  detachment  of  huffars,  and 
determined  to  Hop  them  ;  but,  being  alone,  was  pru- 
dent enough  not  to  expofe  himfelf  to  the  oppofiticn  of 
the  foldiers.  He  fullered  the  carriage  to  pafs,  but 
mounted  a  fwift  horfe,  and  took  a  crofs  road  to  Varen- 
nes,  which  was  their  next  it  age.  He  communicated 
his  fufpicions  to  the  poll-matter  there,  who  had  alfo  for- 
merly been  a  dragoon  ;  and  they  concluded  that  the 
only  mode  of  effecting    their  purpofe  was  to  barricade 

the  ftreet  and  bridge  over  which  the  carriages  muif.  ne- 
ts t  p 

ceffarily  pafs.  It  was  at  this  time  near  midnight,  but 
fortunately,  on  the  bridge  there  Rood  at  the  moment  a 
waggon  loaded  with  furniture ;  they  overfet  it,  and 
called  together  the  mayor,  the  procureur  de  la  com- 
mune, and  the  commandant  of  the  national  guard,  and 
in  a  few  minutes  the  number  of  the  patriots  was  increa- 
sed to  eight  men.  The  commandant  and  the  procu- 
reur approached  the  principal  carriage,  and  afked  the 
names  of  the  travellers.     The  aueen  petulantly  aniwer- 
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ed,  they  were  in  bade,  and  produced  the  palTpovt,  which 
was  thought  a  fufficient  warrant  by  feveral  perforis  ;  but 
the  poll -mailers  combated  the  opinion,  on  the  ground 
of  its  not  being  eounteriigned  by  the  prefident  of  the 
national  ailernbly  ;  and  afked  why  a  Ruffian  baronefs 
ihould  be  efcorted  by  the  military  of  France  ?  It  was 
determined  therefore  to  (top  the  travellers ;  and  they 
retired  to  the  home  of  the  procureur.  After  fome  par- 
ley the  procureur  produced  a  picture  of  the  king,  and 
afked  him  "  if  that  was  not  his  portrait."  His  majefty 
then  throwing  off  his  difguife,  replied,  "  My  friends,  I 
am  indeed  your  king' — I  have  lied  from  Paris,  from 
poniards  and  from  bayonets — -I  have  determined  to  take 
refuge  in  the  provinces,  where  I  hope  to  find  loyally 
and  .refpecr— -  My  route  is  for  Montmedi  — I  have  no  in- 
tioii  of  leaving  the  kingdom  ;  I  entreat  yea  not  to  im- 
pede my  progrefs." 

The  national  guard  now  arrived  in  considerable  num- 
bers, and  at  the  fame  moment  the  huffars,  who  endea- 
voured fword  in  hand  to  force  the  houfe  where  thekinor 
was  ;  but  were  aniwered  by  the  national  guard,  th;  \ 
they  .ihould  never  carry  him  off  alive.  The  comman- 
dant of  the  i  guard  had  placed  at  each  end  ct 
the  flreet  two  field-pieces,  which  however  were  not 
charged  ;  but  they  were  fufficient  to  intimidate  the  hn 
iars,  who,  u  the  commandant  ordering  the  artillery- 
men  to  their  polls  \\\\h  their  matches  in  their  hanc 
relinqiiifhed  their  !  ,  and  quietly  furrendered  the 
king  to  the  cullody  of  the  national  guard. 

;oi         fe   transactions  was  received  by  the 

.    cmblv   with    inexpreflible  fatisfaclion.     M.    Bouille 

was  hjfpended  from    his    functions  ;  and    orders  were 

given  for  arrefting  hirn;  and  all  who  appeared  to  be  coi 

ii  in  the  ;     /  t  cf    the    king  :  but    Bouille  evad    I 

ion  i    n         nent    by  Hying  the  kingdom.     The 

&iiibly  next   i]  I  two  cornmiflioners  to  examine 

the  inferior  a;.  of  the  king's  flight;  and  three  com- 
miinoners,  Mefirs-  Txonchet,  d' Andre,  and  Duport, 
we?e  appointed  to    receive   the  declaration  of  the  kii 

■na  queen. 
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The  royal  family  was  efcorted  to  Paris  by  a  confide- 
rable  body  of  the  national  guard,  who  increafed  in  num- 
bers as  they  approached  the  metropolis.  MeiTrs.  Bar- 
nave,  Petion,  and  Lato.ur  Maubourg  had  been  difpatch- 
pd  towards  Varerines  for  the  purpofe  of  accompanying 
them  back  to  Paris  ;  and  public  tranquillity  was  fo 
well   preferved3  that  they  entered  the   Tuilleries  en  the 

..25th  without   any  disturbance,    and  with  no  apparent 
inconvenience  but  the  fatigue  of  the  journey.     On  the 

.  27th  the  commiiiioners  waited  on  the  king  and  queen 
to  receive  their  declarations  Xhe  king  perfifted  in  the 
aiTeuion  that  he  had  made  from  the  firft,  that  he  had 
no  intention  of  leaving  the  kingdom,  and  meant  only 
(to  fix  at  Montmedi,  which  is  a  fortified  town,  till  the 
vigour  of  government  fliould  in  fome  decree  be  fefto- 
red,  and  the  con  (tit ution  fettled.  A  further  reafon  for 
preferring  this  as  the  place  of  his  relidence,  was,  he 
added,  that  in  cafe  of  any  difturbance  on  the  frontiers 
he  might  be  ready  to  prefent  himfelf  in  the  poll  of 
danger,  and  to  prevent  infurredion.  His  reafons  for 
quitting  Paris,  he  declared  to  be,  the  infults  to  which 
he  was  liable  there,  and  the  inflammatory  publications 
which  were  daily  produced,  particularly  againfl  the 
queen,  which  rendered  him  appreheniive  for  her  fafety 
(till  more  than  for  his  own  in  the  metropolis.  The  de- 
claration of  the  queen  refted  entirely  on  the  plea,  cs  that 
as  the  king  had  determined  to  remove  himfelf  and  fa- 
mily, it  was  impofiible  that  fhe  could  admit  the  thought 
or  voluntarily  parting  from  him  and  her  children/' 

Monfieur  and  Madame,  who  had  taken  a  different 
road,  were  more  fuccefsfu)  in  effecting  their  efcape,  and 
arrived  fafe  at  Bruflels  on  the  23d. 

The  neceHIty  of  completing  the  fabric  of  the  conftitu- 
tion  became  now  more  than  ever  apparent,  and  the  af- 
fembly  laboured  inceiTantly  on  the  municipal  code  and 
the  organization  of  the  army.  In  the  mean  time  every 
precaution  was  taken  to  preferve  the  peace  of  the  king- 
dom ;  and  a  decree  was  parted,  the  lubflance  of  which 
was,  that  inch  cf  the  emigrants  as  did  not  return  with- 
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in  two  months  mould  be  fubject:  to  triple  taxes  for  the 
year  179 1. 

The  flight  of  the  king  feemed  indeed  the  fignal  for 
the  emigrants  to  commence  their  hoftile  proceedings. 
3V1.  Cazaies  and  fome  others  oftheariftocratic  party  fent 
in  their  resignations  to  the  national  affembly  ;  troops 
were  levied  on  the  frontiers  in  the  king's  name,  and 
many  of  the  former  officers  of  the  royal  regiments  ex- 
erted themfelves  to  feduce  the  foldiers  from  their  alle- 
giance by  promifes  of  advancement  and  high  rewards  : 
their  attempts,  however,  were  in  general  without  fuc- 
cefs  ;  a  circumftance  which  has  not  been  adverted  to 
by  thofe  who  fuppofe  the  attachment  of  the  French  fol- 
diery  to  the  revolution  to  have  been  entirely  venal.  As 
thefe  levies  were  ma.de  in  the  name  of  the  king,  he 
thought  it  proper  formally  to  difavow  them,  which  he 
did  in  a  letter  to  the  national  affembly  dated  the  7th  of 
July. 

The  return  of  the  king  appeared  to  make  little  altera- 
tion in  the  defigns  of  the  fovereigns  who  were  confeder- 
ated againft  France.     Spain,  indeed,  whofe  political  m- 
terefls  were   more  diametrically  oppofite  to  a  rupture 
with  France,  renewed  on  the  occafion  its  profeffions  of 
amity.     The  other  courts  kept  (till  at  a  diftance,  and 
the  German   frontier  was  crowded   with   troops,    and 
every   where   engaged   in   military  preparations.       He 
mult  know  little  indeed  of  public  affairs,  who  can  fup- 
pofe that  fuch  a  circumftance  could  make  any  alterati- 
on in  the  intentions  of  the  combined  courts.     The  po- 
litics of  defpots  are  always  feliirh  ;  increafe  of  territory 
is  (till  their  favourite  purfuit.     It  would  be  weak  to  fur> 
pofe  that  companion  for   the  emigrants,  fympathy  tor 
the  king,  or  even  zeal  for  the   maintenance  of  royal 
authority,  would  be  motives  ftrong   enough  to  engage 
them  in  the  expences  and  difficulties  of  war.     A  ftrong- 
er  incitement  muff  be  fuppofed  ;  and  that  ^.ould  be  no 
other  than   the   difmemberment   of  France,  connected 
mo  1  probably  with  the  deftriiction  and  annihilation  of 
the  petty  ftates  of  Germany.     Victorious,    Auftria  and 
Pr'uf&a  may  be  enriched  with  the  fpoils  of  France ?  and- 
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even  difappointed  in  that  object,  as  the  fmaller  ftates 
of  Germany  will  ultimately  perhaps  be  the  chief  thea- 
tre of  war,  excufes  may  be  found  for  placing  them  un- 
der the  protection  of  more  powerful  empires,  and  for 
aggrandizing  thefe  at  the  expence  of  their  weak  and  in- 
digent neighbours. 

France,  however,  Mill  continued  in  too  united  a  (late 
to  warrant  any  immediate  enterprife  againft  her.  Ad- 
dreffes  breathing  the  ftrongeft  profeflions  of  loyalty  and 
attachment  to  the  conftitution  poured  in  from  every 
quarter.  Foreigners  refident  in  France  feemed  folicit- 
ous  of  the  honour  of  beinp-  clafTed  among  her  citizens. 
The  conduct  of  the  aflembly  was  not  unworthy  the  con- 
fidence which  the  nation  feemed  to  place  in  its  virtue 
and  patriotifm.  Calmnefs,  dignity  and  moderation 
characterized  its  proceedings  at  this  period.  In  oppo- 
sition to  the  violent  republicans,  the  legiflature  tenaci- 
oufly  adhered  to  its  conftitutional  decree  concerning  the 
inviolability  of  the  king's  perfon.  Even  the  emigrants 
were  treated  with  a  degree  of  indulgence :  the  prince 
de  Conde  himfelf,  though  profefTedly  in  a  Mate  of  war 
with  his  country,  did  not  experience  either  hade  or 
feverity  from  the  aflembly.  M.  Duveyrier  was  fent  as 
envoy  to  him  and  the  other  princes,  to  folicit  their  re- 
turn to  the  enjoyment  of  happinefs  and  fecurity  in  the 
bofom  of  their  Country  ;  but  this  ambaflador  of  peace 
was  imprifoned,  and  infulted  in  the  moft  barbarous 
manner. 

1  he  unanimity  which  prevailed  throughout  France, 
from  the  time  of  the  king's  return  till  his  acceptance  of 
the  conftitution,  was  however  interrupted  by  a  fnort 
but  difgraceful  riot  at  Paris.  Several  efforts  had  been 
made  by  ill-difpofed  perfons,  fuppofed  to  be  in  the  pay 
of  the  emigrants,  or  of  the  hoftile  princes,  to  difturb 
the  public  tranquillity,  by  circulating  lifts  of  members 
of  the  aflembly  who  were  reported  to  be  bribed  to  be- 
tray their  truft,  and  other  iniidious  manoeuvres.  Thefe 
efforts  however  all  proved  abortive  till  the  morning  of 
the  '7th  of  July,  when  the  magiftrates  were  alarmed 
by  the  rerort  that  a  large  body   of  ieditious   perfons 
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were  about  to  aifemble  in  the  Champ  de  Mars*  the 
profcned  object  of  whom  was  to  petition  againfl:  the  re- 
eftablifhment  of  the  king,  a  meafure  which  the  Jacobin: 
club  had  been  very  active  to  promote.  Two  of  the  ma- 
glftrates  were  Tent  to  the  firburb  of  St.  Antoine,  where 
they  had  the  fatisfacticn  to  find  that  every  thing  was 
quiet.  At  eleven  o'clock,  however,  two  unfortunate 
perfons,  who  had  iecreted  themfelves  under  the  altar  of 
confederation,  were  murdered  by  the  mob,  on  the  un- 
rounded fufoicion  that  they  had  intended  to  blow  it  up 
with  gunpowder.  Three  municipal  officers  were  there- 
fore difpatched,  at  the  head  of  a  battalion  of  national 
guards,  to  feize  the  murderers  and  difperfe  the  infuf- 
gents.  The  mob  attacked  the  national  guard,  and  one' 
man  had  the  audacity  to  hre  on  M.  la  Fayette  himfelf. 
The  man  was  feized  ;  but  JVL  la  Fayette,  with  a  falfe 
generofity,  permitted  him  to  efcape.  The  red  flag  was 
now  difplayed,  and  martial  law  proclaimed.  The  na- 
tional guard  was  at  length  obliged  to  fire  upon  the 
people,  who  did  not  difperfe  till  about  twelve  were 
killed,  and  fifty  or  fixty  wounded.  It  was  aiferted, ' 
with  what  truth  it  is  difficult  to  fay,  that  foreign  emif- 
faries  were  difcovered  among  the  populace  difiributing 
money,  and  exciting  them  to  rebellion. 

The  period  now  approached,  when  the  confiituent 
ailembly  were  to  terminate  their  labours.  A  commit- 
tee had  been  for  feme  time  employed  in  compiling  and 
digeiling  into  a  code  the  conititutifjnal  decrees,  and  en 
the  4th  of  Auguft  it  was  read  to  the  ailembly  by  M. 
Thouret,  and  debated  article  by  article  on  the  following 
days.  On  the  3d  of  September  it  was  prefented  to  the 
king.  He  fignifiecl  his  acceptance  of  it  in  writing  on 
rhe  13th;  and  the  following  day  he  appeared  at  the 
atTembly,  introduced  by  a  deputation  of  fix ty  members, 
and  folemnly  confecrated  the  affent  which  he  had  aire, 
dy  given,  and  concluded  with  an  oath  wi  to  be  faithful 
to  the  nation  and  to  the  law,  and  to  employ  the  pow- 
ers veiled  in  him  for  the  maintenance  of  the  conilituti- 
on.  and  the  due  execution  of  the  law 
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WhH6  the  convlitutional  ad  was  in  agitation  an   ad- 
ditional decree  was  paffed,  importing  that  no  branch  of 
the  royal  family  could  exercife  any  employment  in   the.       /y  / 
gift  of  the  people ;  and  on  the  30th  of  September  the    ^r^f 
conftituent  national  aiTembiy  terminated  an  uninterrupt-       J* 
©d  feflion  of  two  years   and   four  months,    and    fpon- 
taneouily  diifolved  itfelf, 

In  treating  of  the  different  acts  of  the  affembly,  we 
have  freely  criticifed  fuch  parts  of  the  new  constitution 
as  appeared  liable  to  objection.  One  general  error 
muff  appear  on  the  perufai  of  it  to  moil  readers ;  and 
that  is,  the  extreme  weaknefs  of  the  executive  power. 
Unlefs  the  agents  of  government  are  protected  and 
fupported  in  the  execution  of  their  feveral  duties,  their 
operations  mail  neceffarily  be  timid,  feeble,  and 
ineffective.  Perhaps  the  impeachment  of  mini- 
fters,  which  is  a  moft  folemn,  a  mofc  import- 
ant, and  alfo  a  mod  dangerous  branch  of  legiilative 
authority,  unlefs  exercifed  with  great  difcretion,  ought 
to  be  fubjecled  to  fuch  formalities  as  might  render  it 
difficult  upon  frivolous  pretences.  Perhaps  the  con- 
currence of  a  certain  portion  of  the  legiflative  body 
ought  to  be  required  before  an  impeachment  could  be 
brought  forward  or  moved  for ;  fmce  it  appears  that, 
if  a  popular  harangue  from  a  fmgle  demagogue  is  fuf- 
ficient  to  difplace  a  minifter,  and  even  fubjecf  Jfcum  to 
a  criminal  profecution,  thefe  offices  will  never  oe  exe- 
cuted by  men  of  ipirit  arid  character. 

Befides  thofe  errors   of    legiflatioii  which  we  have 

!  noted,    the   leaders   of  the   revolution  were   guilty   of 

ifome  others.     Before  the  conftituent  affembly  diffolved 

I  itfelf,  meafures  ought  to  have  been  taken  for  affembling 

the  new  legiflature  in  fome  place  where  its  deliberations 

would  have  been  more  free  and  independent  than  they 

could  be  in  the  factious  metropolis  ;  and  thev  ihouid 

nave  corrected  the  error  into   which   their  own  vanity 

|betrayed    them   of   admitting  a  numerous  and  infolent 

audience  to  feat  themfelves  in  the  galleries,  as   judges 

of  the  debate,  which  they  frequently  diflurbed  by  their 

infolent  teftimofties  of  appiauie  or  disapprobation. 

Vol.  L  G  g 
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Another  ferious  misfortune  to  France  was  the  influ- 
ence acquired  by  the  popular  focieties.  The  Jacobin 
club  originated  from  a  (mall  and  fecret  affociation  of 
about  forty  gentlemen  and  men  of  letters,  who  united 
themfelves,  long  previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  ftates* 
general,  for  the  purpofe  of  difleminating  political  know- 
ledge  among  the  mafs  of  the  people.  It  was  afterwards- 
melted  into  the  Breton  club,  at  Verfailles,  during  the 
firft  feflions  of  the  national  aflembly  ;  and  the  fociety. 
becoming  numerous  on  the  removal  of  the  king  and 
aflembly  to  Paris,  it  obtained  poflefTion  of  the  chapel  of 
the  Jacobins  on  the  diflblution  of  the  monaftic  orders. 
The  popularity  which  it  acquired  foon  rendered  it  ex- 
ceedingly numerous,  and  this  circumftance  pointed  it 
out  as  a  proper  engine  to  work  upon  the  paflions  of  the 
multitude.  From  a  very  early  period  of  its  inflitution,. 
one  principal  object  was  to  diicufs  fuch  political  quef- 
tions  as  were  likely  to  be  agitated  in  the  national  aflem- 
bly, in  order  that  the  members  might  act  in  concert., 
according  to  the  decifions  of  the  majoriry.  This  plan, 
was  reduced  to  a  fyftem,  when  the  club  became  nume-' 
rous,  and  a  regular  prefident  and  iecretaries  were  cho-> 
fen,  and  it  became  a  national  aflemblv  in  miniature* 
Befides  the  members,  an  immenfe  multitude  of  audi- 
tors were  admitted^  into  the  galleries,  who  applauded  or 
condemned  the  fpeakers  as  paflion  or  caprice  dictated. 
Here  the  mofl  inflammatory  declamations  were  heard 
with  the  moft  clangorous  teftitnonies  of  approbation, 
and  every  proportion  in  the  lead  inclining  to  modera- 
ration  of  fentiment  or  wifdom  in  political  conduct  was- 
reprobated  and  condemned.  In  few  words,  it  became 
ultimately  the  mere  vehicle  of  faction,  where,  as  is 
ufaally  the  cafe  in  fuch  inftances,  the  wok  md 

the  worfl:  meafures  were  commonly  triumphant.  Fra* 
ietnal  focieties  (according  to  the  barbarous  jargon, 
which  was  adopted  as  the  language  of  anarchy)  were 
inftituted  in  all  the  confiderable  towns  in  the  king- 
dom ;  and  the  only  object  of  emulation  in  thefe  neits 
of  political  hornets  feemed  to  be,  which  mould  act  moft 
tmwiiely  and  leait  for  the  public  benefit. 
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In  imitation  of  the  Jacobins,  feveral  other  focieties 
were  inftituted  for  the  purpofe  of  political  difcumon ; 
and  thus,  independent  of  the  perverfion  of  fentiment, 
an  intolerable  wafte  of  time  was  occafioned  to  the  lower 
clafles  of  fociety.  It  mould  have  been  one  of  the  great 
objects  of  the  national  affembly  to  diflblve  or  reftrain 
ihefe  factious  aflemblages,  and  to  reftore  the  nation, 
from  that  political  delirium,  in  which  fo  great  a  revo- 
lution muft  neceflarily  involve  them,  to  the  fober  paths 
of  induftry,  economy,  and  proper  fubordination. 


13 


£4P  HISTORY  OF  THE 


CHAP.     VI. 

Character  of  the  legiflative  affembly — The  meeting  of  that 
body — Indications  of  faction — Threatening  appear  ances-r- 
Convention  of  Pilniiz — Concert  of  princes — Decree  con- 
cerning the  king's  brothers — Anjkvers  from  foreign 
courts — he  ague  formed  in  the  north — Decree  again/l 
the  emigrants — Exercife  of  the  royal  veto — -Intrigues  qj 
the  republican  faction  -  Imprudence  of  the  emigrants — 
Troubles  in  St.  Domingo — Non-juring  pri efts— Decrees 
again/1  them—Second  interpofition  of  the  veto — King's 
fpeech  on  the  fiate  of  foreign  affairs— Petion  elected 
mayor  of  Paris— Club  of  Feuillans— Seditious  proceed- 
ings of  the  Jacobins — Defigns  of  Leopold — State  of  the 
French  finances — Troubles  in  the  colonies — Hoflile  ap- 
pearances— Impeachment  of  minifters- — Death  of  the  em- 
peror—His character— Triumph  of  the  Jacobins — 
New  miniflry  —  Dumourier— Decree  of  'JequeJlration  a- 
gainft  the  emigrants. 

f  ^ITTiTH  the  conftituent  aflembly  the  fun  of  Frencl. 
y  y  liberty  fet.  With  it  the  wifdom,  the  mede^ 
ration,  the  dignity  of  the  nation  was  diflblved.  That 
fatal  decree,  which  deprived  the  country  of  ail  the  af 
iiftance  which  might  be  derived  from  the  exertion  oj 
the  mod:  brilliant  talents  matured  by  experience,  pla- 
ced in  their  feats  men  incapable  either  from  want  of 
principle  or  of  ability  to  exercife  the  facred  and  inir 
portant  function  of  legiflators.  The  new  aflembly  con- 
lifted  chiefly  of  country  gentlemen,  whofe  inexperience 
in  political  affairs  rendered  them  incompetent  to  act 
for  themfelves,  and  made  them  the  paflive  dupes  of  a 
party,  which,  though  not  numerous,  compenfated  for 
this  defect  by  its  activity  and  boldnefs.  This  faction 
confiiled  of  men  of  letters,  but  not  of  the  hip-heft  rank 
in  literature.  The  editors  of  ilewfpapers,  and  the  pub- 
lifhers  of  periodical  libels,  were,  by  the  fingular  change 
|n  the  affairs  of  France,  elevated  to  ihQ  rank  of  fena- 
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feors,  and  foon  afTumed   to  themfelves  the   authority  of 

.  (bvereigns.  Even  of  this  faction,  however,  it  would  be 
uncandid  in  the  extreme,  to  confider  ail  the  members 
as  equally  unprincipled.     The  great    majority  of  them 

.  were  decided  republicans  ;  but  feme  were  mere  enthu- 
ftafis  in  this  fvitem,  while  the  object  of  others  v/as  un- 

-donbtedly  to  gratify   their  private  ambition,  or  to   fati- 

-ate  their  private  revenge-  In  this  point,  however,  they 
were  ail  agreed,  that  no  government  but  a  pure  demo- 
cracy was  adapted  to   the   condition  of  free  men,  and 

-  that  France  could  never  be  happy  and  fiourifhing  till 
every  veftige  of  monarchy  was  finally  obliterated.  This 
point  they  determined  to  enforce,  and  few  of  them,  we 

:  fear,  hefitated   with  refpeet  to  the  means  by  which  ir 

-was  to  be  accomplifhed. 

There  is  fomething  in  true  religion  which  foftens 
the  ferocious  pallions  of  man ;  it  can  arreft  the  hand 
of  the  aiiaiiin,  it  can  whifper  peace  to  the  perturbed  fpi- 
rit.  It  rejects  the  attainment  of  its  end  by  unlawful 
means,  and  follows  rather  the  dictates  of  confcience. 
and  immediate  duty,  than  the  mod  fplendid  vifions 
which  the  imagination  may  form  of  diftant  perfection. 

.  This  only  fafeguard  of  moral  principle  the  republican 
philofophers  of  France  unfortunately  wanted  ;  they  were 
even  bigots  in  infidelity  ;  the  throne  and  the  altar  were 
equally  obnoxious  to  them  ;  and  many  of  the  exceflee 
into  which  they  plunged,  may  be  more  properly  attri- 
buted to  their  irreligious  prejudices  than  to  any  other 
caufe. 

Such  was  the  general  outline  of  the  fir  ft  legiflative  af- 
fembly,  as  it  was  called,  though    we  muft  except  from 

•  cenfure  fome  refpectable  and  independent  characters, 
.who  fail  properly  under  neither  of  the  clafTes  which  we 
.  have  defcribed.  The  affembly  met  on  the  ift  of  Octo- 
ber, and  the  following  day  proceeded  to  the  verifica- 
tion of  their  powers.  On  the  3d  M.  Paftoret  was  e- 
iected  president,  and  M.  M.  Francois,  Garron  de  Cou- 
lon,  Cerutti,  Lacepede,  and  Guyton-Morveau,  were 
proclaimed  fecretaries.     On  the  4th  all  the  members  of 
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the  aflembly  took  the  conftitutional  oath,  in  the  fol- 
lowing terms  : 

"  I  fwear  to  maintain  to  the  utmoft  of  my  power,  the 
conftitution  of  the  kingdom,  decreed  by  the  conflitu- 
ent  national  aflembly  in  the  years  1789, 1790,  and  1791^ 
and  neither  to  propole  nor  confent  to  any  thing,  during 
the  continuance  of  this  legiflature,  which  may  be  inju- 
rious or  contrary  to  ir ;  and  to  be  in  every  thing  faith- 
ful to  the  nation,  the  law,  and  the  king." 

A  deputation  of  the  members  was  at  the  fame  time 
appointed  to  wait  upon  the  king,  to  acquaint  his  ma- 
jetty  that  the  aflembly  was  finally  conflituted. 

The  fpiritwith  which  the  future  deliberations  of  this 
aflembly  were  to  be  conducted,  foon  began  to  manifefl 
itfelf.  On  the  return  of  the  deputation  to  the  aflem- 
bly on  the  5th,  the  reporter  having  dated  that  the  king 
had  informed  them  by  the  minifter  of  juftice,  that  he 
would  receive  the  deputation  at  nine  o'clock,  one  of  the 
republican  members  adverted  to  a  decree  in  the  month 
of  July  1789,  which  enacted  that  the  aflembly  and  its 
deputations  fhould  correfpond  directly  with  the  king, 
and  not  through  the  medium  of  the  minifters :  that  de- 
cree was  therefore  re-enacted,  and  enforced  with  pecu- 
liar rigour. 

The  king  having  announced  that  he  would  repair  to 
the  aflembly  on  Friday  the  12th,  it  was  next  debated 
in  what  manner  he  fhould  be  received.  In  the  decree 
that  followed  this  debate,  the  mean  and  trifling  fpirit 
by  which  the  aflembly  was  afterwards  to  be  actuated, 
was  clearly  evinced.  The  moment  the  king  entered 
the  aflembly,  the  members  were  to  rife  and  be  unco- 
vered ;  but  as  foon  as  he  arrived  at  the  bar,  they  were 
to  fit  down  and  cover  themfelves.  The  king  was  to 
be  feated  on  the  left  of  the  prefident,  not  on  an  eleva- 
ted throne,  but  on  a  fimilar  feat  to  that  of  the  prefi- 
dent. Thefe  petty  indignities  were  as  impolitic  as  they 
were  undeferved,  and  were  inconfiflent  with  magnaia- 
mity,  and  utterly  unbecoming  a  great  nation. 

Previous  to  the  arrival  of  the  king  on  the  7th,  feve- 
ral  deputations  appeared  at  the  bar,  among  the  reit5  one 


REVOLUTION  IN  FRANCE.  243 

from  the  commons  of  Paris,  which  renewed  their  pro- 
teftations  to  maintain  the  conftituiion  inviolate  ;  the 
king  alfo  fent  a  written  notice,  that  he  had  appointed 
M.  Bertrand  to  be  the  naval  minifter,  in  the  room  of 
3VI.  Thevenard. 

Notwithstanding  the  jealoufy  which  had  been  mani- 
fested by  the  aSTembly  on  the  5th,  and  the  defire  which 
they  had  fince  fhewn  of  degrading  the  regal  dignity, 
yet  the  firft  meeting  between  the  king  and  the  legisla- 
ture was  cordial.  The  excellent  temper  of  Louis  did 
not  permit  him  to  retain  refentment,  and  the  courtefy 
and  affability  with  which  he  entered  the  hail,  rendered 
the  mod  inveterate  republicans  refpectful.  The  king 
addreifed  the  aSTembly  in  a  judicious  and  patriotic  ora- 
tion. He  pointed  out  briefly  to  them  the  nature  of  the 
duties  they  had  undertaken  to  perform,  and  recom- 
mended fome  objects  as  requiring  inftant  attention. — 
The  State  of  the  finances,  he  obferved,  w7as  fuch  as  re- 
quired ftrong  and  fpeedy  exertion  to  eftablifh  an  equi- 
librium between  the  receipt  and  the  expenditure  ;  to* 
accelerate  the  afTeSirnent  and  collection  of  taxes,  and  to 
introduce  an  invariable  order  into  all  the  departments 
of  this  immenfe  administration.  The  revifion  of  the 
civil  code  was  alfo  an  object  which  he  recommended 
to  their  care  ;  and  the  Amplifying  the  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding fo  as  to  render  the  attainment  of  juStice  more 
eafy  and  more  prompt. 

He  proceeded  to  enlarge  on  the  neceflity  of  a  fyftem 
of  national  education  ;  on  the  organization  of  the  army, 
and  the  propriety  of  reftoring  order  and  difcipline.  He 
referved  himfelf  to  a  future  occafion  for  the  communi- 
cation of  his  fentiments  concerning  the  navy.  He  (ra- 
ted his  hopes  that  the  nation  would  not  be  troubled  by 
any  attack  from  abroad  ;  recommended,  in  a  (tile  of 
paternal  regard,  unanimity  and  unalterable  confidence 
between  the  two  great  branches  of  government,  the  le- 
gislative and  executive  powers,  as  he  pointedly  remark- 
ed that  the  enemies  to  the  profperiry  of  the  country 
were  continually  labouring  to  diiunke  them. 
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The  fpeech  of  the  king  was  received  with  unbound- 
ed applauies,  and  the  preiident  replied  in  terms  of  con- 
fidence and  refpect.  He  complimented  the  king  on  his 
appearance  among  the  representatives  of  the  nation, 
which  he  termed  a  new  engagement  with  the  country. 
He  obferved  that  the  ccnditution,  fo  far  from  dimi- 
niftimg  the  real  power  of  the  king,  had  only  placed  it 
en  the  firmed  foundation  ;  it  had  converted  thofe  into 
friends,  who  had  formerly  been  termed  fubje&s  ;  and 
hzd  made  him  the  firfl  monarch  in  the  world.  He  con- 
cluded with  expreding  the  wifh  of  the  adembly  to  co- 
operate with  the  benevolent  views  of  the  king,  to  puri- 
fy the  bufinefs  of  legiilation,  to  re-animate  public  ere- 
ditj  to  reprefs  anarchy.  "  Such,  fire,"  faid  he,  u  is 
our  duty,  fuch  are  our  earned  wifhes,  fuch  are  yours  ; 
fuch  are  our  hopes,  the  gratitude  and  bkflings  of  the 
people  will  be  our  reward." 

It  would  have  been  a  circum dance  truly  fortunate  for 
France  if  thefe  fentiments  had  been  fmcere,  or  if  this 
harmony  had  continued  unbroken ;  but  it  was  not 
merely  the  republican  ardour  of  the  new  legiflators,- 
which  revived  the  jealoufy  between  the  executive  and 
jegiilative  powers  ;  a  dill  more  potent  caufe  exifted  ex- 
ternally, to  which  we  have  already  though  {lightly  allu- 
ded.- The  hodile  preparations  of  the  emperor  and  the 
continental  powers  ;  the  veil  of  fecrecy,  which  they  cad 
over  their  proceedings ;  the  vague  and  obfeure  terms 
in  which  they  exprefTed  themfelves,  compared  with  the 
open  boads  and  the  imprudent  and  intemperate  decla- 
rations of  the  emigrant  princes  and  nobility,  contribu- 
ted to  excite  in  the  minds  of  the  people  a  variety  offuf- 
picions,  in  which  all  the  perfons  connected  with  the 
court  were  occasionally  involved. 

To  unravel  more  explicitly:  the  caufe  of  thefe  fatal 
jealosies,  and  in  reality  of  ail  the  unfortunate  circum- 
dances  which  afterwards  afHicled  this- unhappy  and  dif- 
fracted country,  it  will  be  nece&ary  to  have  a  retrofpect 
to  a  tranfaclion  which  occurred  fome  months  previous 
to  the  period  of  which  we  are  now  treating,  but  which 
was  then  faintly  known  bv  the  vague  infiriuation  of 
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fumour,  cr  by  the  unconnected  intimations  of  fome 
whofe  information  appears  to  have  been  rather  founded 
upon  conjeclure  than  upon  competent  evidence. 

The  meetings  of  great  and  powerful  princes,  like  the 
(injunctions  of  the  heavenly  bodies,  have  generally 
been  confidered  as  ominous  to  the  peace  and  htppinefs 
of  the  world.  Towards  the  dole  of  the  furrimer  of  1791, 
an  extraordinary  convention  of  this  kind  took  place 
at  Pilnitz  in  Saxony,  between  the  emperor  Leopold  oxArfunik 
the  prefent  king  of  Pruflia,  between  whom  as  princi- 
pals a  treaty  was  formed,  to  which  other  powers  are 
fuppofed  to  have  afterwards  acceded.  The  profeiled 
object  of  this  treaty  was  fufficiently  profligate  and  atro- 
cious. It  was  the  hofiile  invafion  of  France  and  the 
new  modelling  of  its  government.  In  his  circular  let- 
ter from  Pavia  of  the  6th  of  July,  the  emperor  had 
avowed  a  fimilar  intention,  and  had  invited  the  princes 
of  Europe  to  co-operate  with  him  in  a  refinance  to 
thofe  principles  fo  obnoxious  to  arbitrary  authority, 
which  had  pervaded  France,  and  which  threatened  to 
extend  over  the  whole  face  of  Europe,  The  league  of 
Pilnitz,  however,  in  which  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia  is 
alfo  to  be  confidered  as  principally  concerned,  is  gene- 
rally fuppofed  to  have  had  more  extenfive  views,  and 
to  have  involved  projects  ftill  more  offenfive,  if  poffible, 
to  the  dictates  of  juiiice,  and  to  the  peace  of  Europe. 
The  partition  of  France  as  well  as  of  Poland,  or  at 
Jeaft  of  a  confiderable  portion  of  the  territories  of  both, 
among  the  confederated  powers,  and  a  new  modelling 
of  the  Germanic  circles,  are  fhongly  fuipecled  to  have 
been  the  real  principles  upon  which  this  infamous 
compact  was  founded.  Lark  and  myfterious  as  the 
conduct  of  the  allied  courts  has  been,  relative  to  the 
fabftance  ef  the  conference,  the  imprudence  of  fome  of 
the  inferior  agents  has  dropped  occasional  intimations 
which  can  leave  little  deabi  of  the  criminalirv  of 
their  deiigns*. 

*  The  following  paper,  which  ha:  :   been    made    pii      .,    will 

ferve  to  unvail  this  myftery  of  iniquity,  and  cannot  be    read    without 

indignation  bv  anv  friend  of  liberty  and  j  i{Uce> 

Vol.  I.  '  H  h 


Tmfc 
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Confidering,  however,  the  convention  of  Pilnitz  in 
the  moft  favourable  point  of  view,  and  accepting  the 
explanation  of  its  exprefs  framers,  the  proceeding  is 
fufS-ciently  unjufl  and  abfurd  to  warrant  the  moft  un- 
qualified cenfure.  If  any  thing  on  earth  is  facred,  it 
is  the  domeftic  economy  of  both  nations  and  individu- 
als. In  private  life  the  iniquity  of  interfering  in  a  ho-- 
ftile  manner  in  the  internal  (late  or  houfnold  concerns 
of  a  neighbour,  is  i'dc  and  acknowledged  by  all  man- 
kind. Are  then  the  rig-hts  of  nations  to  be  accounted 
leis  facred  than  thofe  of  private  citizens  ?  Are  the  lives 
of  millions,  who  mud  fall  on  both  fides  in  fuch  a  con- 
feft,  of  lefs  confequence  than  the  poverty  or  anxiety  of 
Individuals.     But  this  is  not  the  word;  the  principle, 

Partition  treaty  between  the  courts  in  concert,  concluded  and  figned 
at  Pavia,  in  the  month  of  July   1 79 1 . 

"  His  majefty  the  emperor  will  retake  all  that  Louis  XIV.  con- 
quered in  the  AuLtrian  Netherlands;  and  uniting  thefs  provinces  to 
the  fa i d  Netherlands,  will  give  them  to  his  ferene  highnefs  ihe  elec- 
tor palatine,  fo  that  thefe  new  pofiVfiions,  added  to  the  palatinate,. 
may  hereafter  have  the  name  of  Aufhafia. 

"  His  majefty  the  emprror  will  preferve,  for  ever,  the  property 
and  poftefiion  of  Bavaria,  to  make  in  future  an  indivifible  mafs  with 
the  domains  and  hereditary  pofiVfiions  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria. 

"  Her  ferene  highnefs  the  archduchefs  Maria-Chrifi'na  fhall  be, 
conjointly  with  his  ferene  highnefs  her  nephew,  the  archduke 
Charles,  pit  into  hereditary    pofiVflion   of    the   duchy  of  Lorraine. 

"  .Ifa  e  fhall  he  reftuied  to  the  empire  ;  and  the  bi(hop  of  Stvaf- 
buvgh,  as  well  as  the  chapter,  (hall  recover  their  ancient  privileges; 
and  the  ecclefiadical  fovereigns  of  Germany  fhall  do  the  fame 

"  If  the  Swifs  cantons  confertt  and  accede  to  the  coalition,  it 
may  be  propofed  to  them  to  annex  to  the  Helvetic  league  the  bi- 
ftiopricof  Porentrui,  the  defiles  of  Franche-Compte,  and  even  thole 
of  Tyrol,  with  the  neighbouring  bailiwicks,  as  well  as  the  territory 
of  Verfoy,   whic  i  interfere  the  Pays  de  Vaud. 

u  Should  his  majefty  the  king  of  Sardinia  fubferibe  to  the  coali- 
tion, la  Brefie,  le  Pugey,  and  the  Pays  de  Gex,  ufurped  by  France 
from  Savoy,   (hall  be  relioixd  to  him. 

,{  fn  cafe  his  Sardinian  majefty  can  make  a  grand  diver fion  he 
fh  II  b  fufTered  to  rake  Dauphiny,  to  belong  to  him  for  ever,  as  the 
neareft  defcefidant  of  the  ancie  it  dauphins. 

•  fi is  majefty  the  king  of  Spain  fhall  have  Roufiillon  and  Beam, 
with  the  i'fland  of  Corfica  ;  and  he  mall  take  poffefiion  of  the  French 
pari  of  St.  Domingo. 
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jff  once  admitted,  is  fubverfive  of  every  right,  and  ne- 
cefTarily  fan 61  i 011s  every  crime  that  can  be  committed 
againft  fociety.  It  fan&ions  robbery  and  murder.  In 
this  view,  the  conquers  of  Alexander  and  of  Mahomet 
\v>  e  acts  of  virtue  ;  it  was  criminal  to  refill  the  ambi- 
tious projects  of  Louis  XIV ;  and  mould  the  cmprefs 
of  Ruffia,  at  any  future  period,  di  cover  any  thing  to. 
be  new  modelled  in  the  laws  or  constitution  of  Great 
Britain,  we  are  bound  to  receive  her  barbarous  legions, 
not  as  enemies  or  invaders,  but  as  phiiofophic  friends, 
who  are  only  come  to  make  improvements  in  our  con- 

"  Her  majefty  the  emprefs  of  all  the  Ruffias  (hall  take  upon  her- 
fclf  the  invafion  of  Poland,  and  at  the  fame  time  retain  Kaminieck, 
with  that  part  of  Padolia  which  borders  on  Moldavia. 

u  His  majefly  the  emperor  lhall  oblige  the  Porte  to  give  up  Choc- 
zim,  as  weli  as  the  fmall  forts  of  Servia,  and  thofe  on  the  river 
Jjuma 

u  His  majefly  the  king  of  Pruffia,  by  means  of  the  ab-ve-menti- 
oned  invafion  of  the  emprefs  of  all  the  Ruffias  into  Poland,  lhall 
make  an  acquisition  of  Thorn  and  Dantzic,  and  there  unite  the 
Palatinate  on   the  earl  to  the  confines  of  Silefia 

11  His  majefty  the  king  of  Pruffia  fhall  beiides  acquire  Luface, 
and  his  ferene  highnefs  the  elector  of  Saxony  (hall  in  exchange  re- 
ceive the  reft  of  Poland,  and  occupy  the  throne  as  hereditary  fo- 
vereign. 

"  His  majefty  the  prefent  kin^  of  Poland  fhall  abdicate  the 
throne,   on  receiving  a  fuitable  annuity 

"  His  royal  highnefs  the  elector  of  Saxony  fhall  give  his  daught- 
er in  marriage  to  his  ferene  highnefs,  the  youngeft  fon  of  his  royal 
highnefs  the  grand  duke  of  all  the  Ruffias.  who  will  be  the  father 
of  the  hereditary  kings  of  Poland  and  Lithuania. 

I  Signed) 

"    LfcoPOLD, 

"  Prince   Nassau, 

"  Count  Florida  Blanca, 

"    BlSCHOFFSWERDER." 

"  The  king  of  England  is  faid  to  have  acceded  to  this  treaty  in 
March  1-92,  And  Holland  to  have  acceded  afterwards,  provided 
the  r  angements  refpe&ing  their  limits  with  his  imperial  majefty 
mould  be  made  according;  to  the  defire  of  the  Dutch  republic  beio-e 
the  partirion. 

"  Spain  renounced  it  when  count  d' A randa  came  into  offi  e  as 
mini  Iter,  giving  aiTurances,  however,  of  the  itricteil  neutrality." 
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dition,  and  benevolently  to  prefent  us  with   that  mod 
ineftimable  of  bleilings,  a  difpotic  government. 

France,  at  the  moment  when  this  royal  banditti  were 
plotting  againft  her  peace,  might  be  faid  literally  to  be 
in  a  ftafe  of  internal  tranquillity.  There  exifted  par- 
ties in  the  nation,  it  is  true,  as  mull:  exift  in  every  coun- 
try which  is  newly  agitated  with  the  fpirit  of  freedom  : 
a  large  portion  of  her  citizens  might  indeed  be  deiirous 
of  a  republican  government  ;  but  a  (fill  larger  portion 
were  attached  to  their  king,  and  contented  with  the 
conftitution  which  was  then  eftablimed.  If  thefe  con- 
tracting powers  were  really  well -withers  to  the  unfor- 
tunate Louis,  they  mould  have  confidered  that  plots 
and  conspiracies  only  profper  in  times  of  tumult  and 
confufion ;  that  the  bad  citizens  have  need  of  war,  of 
internal  or  external  diftrefs,  to  accomplifh  their  purpo» 
fes ;  that  weakened  as  the  executive  power  was  by  the 
new  conftitution,  it  is  in  times  of  peace  and  tranquillity, 
it  is  when  the  people  feel  themfelves  happy,  profper- 
ous,  and  indolent,  that  the  monarchical  authority  rea> 
vers  itsfway  ;  and  that  there  ftill  remained  an  immenfe 
civil  lift,  and  a  confiderable  patronage,  wrhich  afforded 
a  profpecl  of  influence  to  the  monarch. 

But  we  cannot,  in  juftice,  attribute  the  conduct  of 
thefe  powers  to  any  principle  of  benevolence,  genero- 
fity,  or  humanity.  The  man  who  fets  no  value  on 
the  lives  or  the  happinefs  of  his  own  fubjecls,  but  will 
fquander  them  even  to  achieve  a  degree  of  loft  authori- 
ty, or  any  temporal  advantage  for  an  individual,  cannot 
be  endued  with  any  (hare  of  accuracy  in  moral  arith- 
metic, cannot  have  the  moft  liberal  notions  of  virtue,, 
cannot  be  fuppofed  to  act  upon  the  broadeft  and  mod 
rational  principles  Betides,  if  we  obferve  the  conduct 
of  thefe  princes  with  refpecl:  to  Poland,  it  will  afford 
the  raireit  comment  on  their  motives  with  refpecl  to 
France.  It  was  not  the  paufe  of  Louis,  it  was  not  en- 
tirely the  caufe  of  kings  that  influenced  their  determi- 
nations. They  felt  almoft  as  little  for  Louis,  as  for  his 
fubje£ts  ;  for  if  indeed  they  had  properly  eftimated  the 
probable  confequenccs,   they  muft  have  forefeen  thai 
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thefe  meafures  could  only  operate  to  his  dettruction, 
however  unfavourably  the  conteft  might  terminate  for 
the  French  revolution.  He  mud  be  ^overwhelmed  in 
the  ftorm  whatever  party  might  prevail  ;  but  that  was 
a  matter  of  fmall  concern  when  put  in  competition 
with  the  private  views  and  ambitious  projects  of  arbi- 
trary princes. 

The  convention  of  Pilnitz,  as  we  have  intimated,  was 
not  unknown  in  France,  though  the  full  extent  of  the 
terms  and  conditions  of  the  treaty  was  but  imperfectly 
under!!  ood.  It  was  impofnble  then  in  the  nature  of 
things  that  it  could  be  known,  that  a  concert  of  prin- 
ces was  formed  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  invading  the 
country,  of  overturning  the  conltitution,  of  re  eftab- 
Jiftiing  defpotic  authority,  and  that  the  minds  of  the 
people  mould  not  be  agitated  with  fears  and  with  fufpi- 
cions.  It  was  next  to  impoiTibie,  that  a  part  of  thefe 
fufpicions  mould  not  fall  upon  the  court.  The  queen 
in  particular  had  never  been  popular,  and  ever  fince 
the  revolution,  candour  obliges  us  to  confefs,  that  upon 
the  bed  inquiry  we  do  not  find  her  conduct  to  have 
been  guarded  with  that  (Irictnefs  of  prudence  and  re- 
ferve  which  the  circumftances  of  the  times  required. 
The  fatal  flight  of  the  king  could  not  be  eradicated 
from  the  minds  of  the  people,  and  the  imprudent  pro- 
clamation of  Bouille  could  not  be  recollected  without 
refentment  and  apprehenfion.  The  republican  party, 
and  the  enemies  of  order  and  government,  eagerly  took 
advantage  of  thefe  circumftances  ;  the  atrocity  of  the 
monarchical  combination  was  magnified,  and  the  whole 
was  laid  to  the  charge  of  the  court  and  of  Louis.  The 
fir  ft  movements  of  diiTatisfaction  were  directed  againd: 
the  minifters,  and  to  unfettle  and  difmifs  the  fervants  of 
the  (late  in  rapid  fucceilion,  was  the  moll  certain  means 
of  diforganizing  the  government. 

Such  we  apprehend  to  have  been  nearly  the  flate  of 
parties,  at  the  period  of  which  we  are  now  treating. 

The  perturbed  (late  of  the  public  mind  was  manifeft- 
ed  in  the  affembly  even  fo  early  as  in  the  evening  M- 
(ion  of  the  ?th  of  October,  when  the  mimfters  were  in- 
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troduced  into  the  aiTembly  to  render  an  account  of  their 
proceedings.  On  M.  Montmorin  being  queftioned  with 
refpecl  to  the  intercourfe  maintained  with  foreign  pow- 
ers, he  replied,  that  the  intercourfe  with  other  nations 
had  ceafed  during  the  fufpenfion  of  the  royal  authori- 
ty, and  had  only  recommenced  from  the  king's  ac- 
ceptance of  the  conftitution.  "  I  move,"  faid  M.  La- 
croix,  with  that  impetuofity  which  diftinguifhes  the  na- 
tion, <c  that  the  mini  iter  for  foreign  affairs  be  obliged 
to  anfwer  more  pointedly.  However  the  royal  func* 
tions  may  have  been  fufpended,  have  we  ceafed  to 
maintain  ambaifadors  at  thefe  courts  ?  Thefe  ambaffa- 
dors  muft  have  been  acquainted  with  whatever  occurs 
at  their  refpe&ive  courts,  and  they  ought  to  have  in- 
formed the  mini  iter."—"  It  is  this  correfpondence,  add- 
ed he,  which  I  wifh  to  be  laid  open."  After  fome  al- 
tercation, a  feries  of  interrogatories  was  put  to  M, 
Montmorin,  and  the  fubftance  of  his  replies  went  to  ef- 
tablifh  his  former  proportion,  that  the  intercourfe  with 
foreign  courts  having  ceafed  for  a  time,  he  had  nothing 
official  or  fatisfactory  to  produce  on  that  fubject ;  that 
the  correfpondence  alluded  to  contained  nothing  but 
vague  and  unfupported  rumours,  which  it  would  be 
even  dangerous  to  reveal  ,  and  that  when  any  thing  of 
certainty  occurred,  he  would  not  fail  to  communicate 
it. 

The  fubjecl  was  renewed  on  the  fucceeding  day,  and 
a  decree  was  paffed,  ordering  that  the  minifiers  mould 
be  obliged  to  inform  the  aflemtl'y  concerning  the  {late 
and  arms  of  the  national  guards  deftined  for  the  fron- 
tiers ;  concerning  the  motives  for  retarding  the  nation- 
al Gendarmerie  ;  concerning  the  neglecl  in  replacing 
thofe  officers  in  the  troops  of  the  line,  who  had  defert- 
ed  their  corps  ;  concerning  the  delay  in  fending  arms 
to  the  departments  of  the  Haute  Loire,  the  H  <te  Vi- 
enne,  the  Haute  Rhin,  &c.  ;  concerning  the  flov  i  is 
of  the  recruiting  fervice,  the  want  of  proviiions  in  the 
frontier  places,  and  the  neglect  in  providing  arms,  &c 
On  the  i  ith  the  minifter  at  war  read  a  long  memoire  mi 
the  actual  fiate  of  his  department,  and  he  ckared  up 
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the  doubtful  points  fo  much  to  the    fatisfa&ion  of  the 
fcffenibly  that  his  memoire  was  ordered   to  be  printed* 

In  the  mean  time  the  emigrants  ftill  continued  to 
afTemble  in  confiderable  bodies  upon  the  frontiers,  and 
the  brothers  of  the  king  to  hTue  hoftile  proclamations. 
It  became  neccifary  therefore  to  purfue  more  vigorous 
meafures,  and  to  take  fome  immediate  Reps  to  repel 
the  approaching  danger.  The  fir  ft  meafure  which  the 
affembly  thought  proper  to  employ  on  this  occafion  re- 
fpected  the  right  of  Monfieur  to  the  regency,  in  cafe 
of  the  death  of  the  king  ;  and,  after  lome  delibera- 
tion, the  aifembly  pafTed  a  decree  nearly  in  the  follow- 
ing terms  : 

"  rl  he  national  ailembly,  confidering  that  Louis  Stan- 
iflaus  Xavier,  French  prince,  being  the  next  in  fuccef- 
fion  to  the  regencv,  is  abfent  from  the  kingdom — Ih 
virtue  of  an  article  in  the  fecond  fection  of  the  French 
conftitution,  decrees  that  the  laid  Louis  Staniflaus  Xa- 
vier,  French  prince,  is  required  to  return  to  the  king- 
dom within  the  fpace  of  two  months  from  the  day  in 
which  the  proclamation  of  the  legiflative  body  ihali  have 
been  publiihed  in  Paris. 

"  In  cafe  the  faid  L.  S.  Xavier,  French  prince,  mall 
fail  to  return  to  the  kingdom  within  the  period  above 
fignified,  he  (hall  then  be  deemed  to  have  forfeited  his 
right  to  the  regency,  in  virtue  of  the  fecond  article  of 
the  conflitutional  act.  The  aifembly  further  decrees, 
that,  conformably  to  the  decree  of  the  30th  of  this 
month  (Oclober),  a  proclamation  to  this  efiecl:  fhall  be 
printed,  affixed,  and  publiihed,  within  three  days  in  the 
city  of  Paris,  and  that  the  executive  power  ihall  notify 
the  fame  to  the  ailembly  within  the  three  following 
davs  " 

UatfOi 
J 

On  the  day  on  which  this  decree  was  pafTed,  the  pub- 
lic mind  was  greatly  relieved  by  the  report  of  M.  Mont- 
morin,  the  miniiler  of  foreign  affairs. — It  dated,  at 
large,  the  reafons  which  induced  him  to  hope  for  a 
continuance  of  the  general  tranquillity,  and  contained 
"Cr.c  anfwers  of  the  fevera!  courts  to  the  general  notifi- 
cation from  the  king,  of  his  acceptance  of  the  new  con- 
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Jtitution.  The  replies  from  even  the  mofl  hoflite  of 
the  combined  powers  were  in  flattering  terms  ;  the  em- 
peror and  the  king  of  Pruflia  in  particular  gave  the 
mofl  layifh  aflurances  of  their  amicable  intentions  ;  and 
the  elector  of  Mentz  alone  had  the  honed y  to  avow 
his  diiapprobation  of  the  (late  of  affairs  in  France. 

The  minifter  next  dated  the  meafures  taken  by  the 
king  with  refpecl  to  the  countenance  given  to  the  emi- 
grants by  foreign  powers.  The  Auftrian  Netherlands 
principally  attracted  attention  ;  and,  on  application  to 
the  emperor,  the  mod  peremptory  orders  he  faid  had 
been  given,  to  prevent  them  from  collecting  in  too 
great  numbers  in  any  one  place,  from  appearing  in  mi- 
litary array,  or  being  fupplied  with  any  of  the  imple- 
ments of  war. 

Such  were  the  profeffions  of  kings  and.  courtiers,, 
while  fome  of  them,  at  the  very  moment,  were  purfu- 
ing  the  moil:  hoftile  meafures,  and  actually  ftudying  to 
find  excufes  for  commencing  a  war  -9  while  the  league 
of  Pilnitz  exifted  in  its  full  vigour ;  and  while  the  dif- 
affected  Frenchmen  were  privately  encouraged  by  the 
emperor,  the  king  of  Pruifia,  and  their  adherents,  to  af- 
iemble  in  formidable  bodies  on  the  frontiers,  and  to 
form  the  mod:  fatal  arrangements. 

Notwithstanding  this  was  the  actual  ftate  of  affairs, 
the  crafty  Leopold,  impreiled  perhaps  with  fome  de- 
gree of  apprehenfion,  from  the  fpirit  and  enthufiafm 
manifefted  by  the  French  nation,  or  considering  the 
plot  as  not  yet  matured  for  execution,  Ti ill  continued  to 
temporize.  Agreeably  to  the  intimation  of  the  mini- 
iler, he  Milled  a  proclamation,  forbidding  the  emigrants 
to  affemble  in  warlike  array  in  the  Auftrian  Nether- 
lands ;  to  prohibit  their  appearing  in  military  uniforms,* 
their  engaging  recruits,  and  (till  more  their  encoura- 
gins:  defer ters  from  the  French  troops..  How  far  this- 
proclamation  was  complied  with,  in  the  fpirit  as  weil 
as  in  the  letter,  the  fucceeding  events  fufHciently  teffci- 
iled. 

While  the  emperor  was  thus  clandeftinely  making 
preparations  againft  the  French  nation,  the  northern 
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powers  were  more  open  and  decided  in  their  meafures, 
rrufia,  Sweden,  and  Rufiia,  entered  into  ftrict,  engage- 
ments for  the  reiteration  of  the  old  defpotiim  of  France. 
Denmark  was  ftrongly  folicited  to  enter  into  the  alli- 
ance;  but,  with  a  degree  of  prudence  which  basal- 
ways  oharacterifed  the  prefent  adminiftraticn  of  that 
country,  the  propofal  was  declined.  The  emperor  did 
not  openly  and  avowedly  enter  hit©  this  new  confede- 
racy ;  whether  his  inclinations,  which  feem  to  have 
been  always  pacific,  really  indifpofed  him  to  precipitate 
meafures,  or  whether  it  fuited  that  duplicity  with  which 
his  character  was  fo  remarkably  fhaded,  it  is  impoiiible 
at  prefent  to  determine ;  but,  by  the  convention  of 
Stockholm,  it  was  determined  that  he  mould  be  appa- 
rently forced  into  the  war,  by  the  emprefs  infilling  ori 
his  fulfilling  the  terms  of  the  alliance  which  exifted  be- 
tween the  imperial  crowns. 

Thus  menaced  on  every  fide,  and  unable  to  conjec- 
ture from  what  quarter  the  fir  ft  fatal  blow  was  to  pro- 
ceed, fome  allowance  may  be  made  for  thofe  unhappy 
jealoufies  which  the  nation  entertained,  and  for  thofe 
fevere  meafures  towards  the  emigrants  which  they  were 
about  to  adopt.  Tremblingly  alive  on  every  topic  that 
affected  their  newly  recovered  liberties,  not  knowing 
whom  to  fufpedt,  or  whom  to  conlider  as  their  friend, 
this  unfortunate  people  naturally  became  the  dupes  of 
that  faction  which  made  the  moft  lavilh  profeffions  in 
favour  of  popular  liberty,  and  directed  their  refent- 
ments,  pcffibiy  without  any  good  reafen,  againft  thofe 
whofe  intereft  they  conceived  to  be  meft  concerned 
their  oppreflion — the  king  and  his  miniflers. 

The  conftituent  aflenibly  had  treated  with  unexam- 
pled  lenity  the  hoftile  proceedings  of  the  emigrants,  but 
at  this  crifis  meafures  more  vigorous  and  more  fevere 
were  perhaps  required.  On  the  9th  of  November, 
therefore,  a  decree  was  palled,  ilating. — "  That  the 
French  who  were  affembled  in  a  hoftile  manner  beyond 
the  frontiers,  wrere  fufpecxed  of  a  cor.fpiracy  againft 
their  country.— That,  if  after  the  1  ft  of  January  they 
thbuld  be  found  in  that  fituatidn,  thev  fliould  be  deck- 

Vol.  I.  I  i 
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red  actually  guilty  of  a  confpiracy,  and  punifhable  with 
death. — That  all  the  French  princes  and  public  functi- 
onaries, who  fhould  not  return  before  the  lit  of  Janua- 
ry, fliould  be  adjudged  guilty  of  the  fame  crime. — That 
the  high  national  court  mould  immediately   after  that 
period  be  called  to  pronounce  judgment  on  fuch  offend- 
ers.— That  fuch   as    mould  be  convicted  during  their 
abfence,  mould  forfeit  their  eftates  and  property  during 
their   own  lives,  but  not  to  the  prejudice  of  their  chil- 
dren.—That  all  fuch  perfons  holding  offices,  &c.  mould 
be  adjudged   to  have  forfeited  the  fame ;  and  all  fuch 
being  officers  in  the  army  or  navy  mould  be  conhdered 
as  deferters. — All  Frenchmen  who  enlifled  men   to  at- 
tack the  frontiers  were  to  be  judged  guilty  of  high  trea- 
fon. — No  arms  or  military  (lores  were  to  be  tranfported 
out  of  the  kingdom." 

This  decree  was  immediately  followed  by  another, 
ordering  the  vacancies  in  the  army  to  be  filled  up  with- 
out further  lofs  of  time.  Supplies  were  voted  for  put- 
ting the  kingdom  in  a  refpectable  poiture  of  defence  ; 
and  fome  regulations  were  adopted  concerning  the  mi- 
litary fchools,  and  the  organization  of  the  army. 

The  party  difaffe&ed  to^the  new  conftitution  were 
furnifhed  with  frefh  matter  for  murmur  and  complaint 
by  the  refufal  of  the  king  to  fanction  the  decree  of  the 
9th  of  November  againft  the  emigrants.  The  moderate 
party  exulted  in  this  teflimony  of  his  conftitutional 
freedom  exhibited  by  the  monarch,  and  confidered  it 
as  a  proof  that  he  intended  to  govern  drift  ly  agreeably 
to  the  principles  of  the  conftitution.  A  king,  they 
obferved,  who  was  not  fmcere  in  his  attachment  to  the 
new  order  of  things,  would  have  borne  the  mafk  of 
dliilmulation  through  the  whole  of  his  conduct ;  fuch 
a  one  would  not  have  hazarded  an  unpopular  Hep,  but 
would  have  oftenfibly  joined  in  the  mod  vielent  mea- 
fures,  in  the  hope  that  they  could  not  long  endure,  and 
that  the  machinations  of  the  enemies  of  freedom  would 
foon  reftore  the  ancient  depravity  and  abufes. 

While  fuch  were  the  fentiments  of  the  more  mode- 
rate and  reasonable  part  of  the  nation,  the  republican 
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fa^ion  eargerly  embraced  the  opportunity  to  declaim 
a -ainlt  the  new  constitution,  and  againft  monarchical  go- 
vernmerit,  It  was  a  constitution,  they  afferted,  com- 
pofed  of  inconfiftent  and  incongruous  principles,  an 
hereditary  monarch,  and  a  democratic  afTembly.  This 
very  prerogative  of  a  veto,  which  the  constitution  had 
conferred  upon  the  king,  would  be*  the  means,  it  was 
urged,  of  defeating  every  patriotic  meafnre  of  the  le- 
gislature, while  the  immenfe  civil  lift  enabled  him  ei- 
ther to  bribe  its  members,  or  to  cherilh  and  affift  the 
enemies  of  the  nation  aflembled  in  foreign  countries. 

The  exercife  of  the  royal  veto  on  this  occafion  was 
certainly  an  imprudent  (tep,  though  there  is   no  reafon 
to  attribute  it  to  any  perfidious  motive,  or  to  account 
for  it  on  any    other   principle  than  that  gentleneis  of 
difpofition,  that  tendernefs  of  character,  by  which  this 
unfortunate  monarch   was  fo  much  diftinguifhed.     To 
deprive  at  one  blow,  and  by  his  own  agency,  his  near- 
er! connexions  of  their  hereditary  rights,  of    their   re- 
venues, their  fubfiftance,  and  to  fubject  them  to   the 
penalties  of  death  for  their  miftaken  zeal,  while  they 
profefled  that  all  their  efforts  were  directed  to  his  fer- 
vice,  doubtlefs  appeared  to  him  a  harfn  and  ungrateful 
meafure  ;  while,  judging  probably  of  their  difpofitions 
by  his  own,    he    flattered    himfelf  with   the   hopes   of 
perfuading  them  to  abandon  their  project,  and  no  long- 
er contumacioufly  to  oppofe  themfelves  to  what  appear- 
ed almoft  the  unanimous  fentiment  of    the  whole  na- 
tion.    In  contemplating  the  hiftory  of  this  amiable  and 
unfortunate  prince,  and  the  dreadful  cataftrophe  which 
has  fince  taken  place,    our   forrow  is   rather  increaied 
than  d'minifhed  by  the  melancholy  reflection,  that  he  was 
lefs   the   victim   of  the  cruelty  of  his  enemies,  than  of 
the  imprudence  and  folly  of  his  profefled  friends.     If, 
inftead  of   deferting  their  country  and  their  king,  the 
mifguided  nobility  of  France  had  only  for  the  time  con- 
formed a  little  to  circumltances,  contented    themfelves 
for  the  moment    with   that  fhare    of    dignity  and  au- 
thority which  they  could  fave  out  of  the  general  wreck 
of  privileges,  and  rallied  round  the  throne  to  fupport 


256  HISTORY  OF  THE 

their  king  in  the  exercife  of  his  conftitutional  rights — 
could  they  have  conceded  with  grace,  and  defended 
themfelves  with  candour  and  moderation— had  they  on- 
ly affumed  the  appearance  of  acting  more  for  the  pub- 
lic, and  lefs  for  themfelves,  France  would  never  have 
been  the  victim  of  anarchy ;  the  nobility  would  itill 
have  preferved,  if  not  their  titles,  at  lead  their  for- 
tunes and  their  confequence ;  and  their  innocent  mo- 
narch would  never  have  fallen  a  facrince  to  a  relentlefs 
mob. 

Above  all  things,  it  is  ever  impolitic  to  call  in  fo- 
reign aid  to  extinguilh  the  internal  troubles  of  a  nation. 
It  is  rarely  fuccefsful ;  and  when  it  is  luccefsful,  the 
end  is  generally,  that  both  parties  are  equally  the  prey 
of  the  invader.  A  high-ipirited  nation  will  feldom 
endure  the  infult ;  and  the  confequence  has  frequently 
been,  that  the  contending  parties,  when  languifhing 
under  the  oppreiiion  of  a  foreign  yoke,  have  forgotten 
their  mutual  animoiities  to  unite  againft  the  common 
enemy,  and  to  expel  from  the  country  that  banditti, 
which  their  diiTenfioiaS  had  before  introduced.  Had 
the  confederated  powers  been  luccefsful  in  their  efforts 
againft:  France,  there  is  little  doubt  that  the  very  per- 
fens  who  invited  them  to  the  conteft,  would  have  been 
among  the  fir. ft  to  complain  of  their  tyranny  and  injuN 
tice ;  and,  lingular  as  the  thought  may  appear,  \ 
fliall  not  be  furpriled  to  find,  in  the  viciflitudes  of  war, 
fome  of  the  firft  emigrants  who  fled  their  country,  be- 
caufe  they  could  not  endure  a  limited  monarchy,  con- 
tending under  the  banners  of  the  republic  for  the  de- 
mocracy of  France. 

Independent  of  the  factions  which  diflracied  the 
councils  and  divided  the  fentiments  of  the  nation,  the 
Internal  flate  of  France  was  far  from  profperous  at  the 
clofe  of  the  year  1791.  The  public  treafury  was  ex- 
haufted,  and  the  revenue  was  (lili  inadequate  to  the 
expenditure.  The  affignats  flill  circulated  under  a 
confiderable  difcount.  Poverty  pervaded  the  country  ; 
and  the  neglect  of  agriculture  threatened  an  impending 
famine.     Diftreffing  as  was  this  (late  of  affairs  in   tl 
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mother  country,    that  of   the  colonies  was  flill  worfe. 
The  ifland  of  St.  Domingo  in  particular  was   (till   con- 
vulfed  by  the  dreadful  conteft,  in  which   the  impracli- 
cabiiity  of    the    white    inhabitants   in  refufing  the  juft 
demands     of  the  people  of  colour  had  involved  the  ifl- 
and.    The  negro  ilaves,  taking  advantage  of  the  anar- 
chy   which    enfued  from  this  unfortunate  conflict,  em- 
braced   eagerly    the  opportunity  to   emancipate  them- 
felves.     In  the  northern  diftrict,  not  lefs  than   one  bun- 
dred  thoufdnd  revolted.     More  than  two  hundred  plan- 
tations were  entirely   burnt ;    the  matters   were   mafia- 
cred  ;  and  if  the  women  were  fpared,  it  was  to  endure 
a  captivity  worfe  than  death.      The  mips  that  were  an- 
chored off  the  ifland  afforded  the  only  afylum  to  which 
the   unhappy  fugitives   could  refort,  while  fire  and  de- 
vaftation  every  where  marked  the  path  of  the  victorious 
rebels.     Such  was   the   representation  of  the    colonial 
afTemblv  :  on  the  ^oth  of  October  the  minifter  of  ma- 
rine  announced  to  the  national  affembly,  that  two  thou- 
fand  three  hundred  troops   of   the  line  had  been  fent 
thither,  and  this  embarkation  was  immediately  follow- 
ed  by  that  of   fix  hundred  more :    10,370,912  livres 
were  voted  as  a  fuppiy  for  thefe  expeditions ;  and  thefe 
public  efforts  were  nobly  feconded  by  the  patriotic  of- 
fers of  an  individual.     M.  Mofneron  of  Nantz,  on  the 
3d  of  November,  made  a  Spontaneous  propofal   to  the 
national  affembly  to  equip  a  vefTel  entirely  new,  and   to 
tranfport,  at  his  own  expence,  a  body  of  four  hundred 
men  to  affift  in  reftoring  peace  to  the  diftracled  colonies* 
The  afTemblv,  at  the  time  they  accepted  the  offer  of  M. 
Mofneron,  paffed  a  decree  of   thanks   to   the  king  of 
Great  Britain,  to  the  Englifh  nation,  and  to  lord  Ef- 
fingham, the   governor   of  Jamaica,  for   his   generous 
conduct  in  relieving  the  planters  of  St.  Domingo  from 
the  horrors  of   famine,    and  in  furniihing  them  with 
arms  and  military  (tore;  againft  the  rebel  negroes. 

Among  the  calamities  which  at  this  period  afflicted 
France,  perhaps  not  the  leaft  to  be  deplored  were  the 
diffenfions  which  were  likely  to  enfue  from  the  influ- 
ence of  the  ejected  and  non  juring  clergy.     The  mca- 
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fares  of  the  condiment  affembly,  reflecting  ecclefiafli- 
cal  affairs,  have  already  been   cenfured  as   being  con- 
fident with  neither  juttice  nor  policy.     It  was  not  con- 
fident with  juftice  to  alienate  property  from  its  legal  de- 
flination ;  (till  lefs  laudable  was   it  to  wreil    from  the 
hands  of  the  poffeffors  that  revenue  which  had  been  le- 
gally committed  to  them,  and  to  reduce  to  comparative 
indigence  thofe  who  had  long  been  in  the  habits  of  op- 
ulence and  eafe.     The  hardfhips  and  difficulties  of  the 
clergy  were  increafed  by  the  bigoted  fpirit  of  the  court 
of  Rome  :  the  Pope  had  prohibited  them  under    the 
moil:  alarming  anathemas  from  conforming  to  the  in- 
junctions of  the  affembly,  and    from  taking  the  civic 
oath,     One  falfe  ltep  neceffarily  leads  to  another  ;  in- 
juftice  always  produces  injuftice.     The   decree  which 
enjoined  the  civic  oath  was  followed  by  another,  which 
expelled  from  their  benefices  all  whofe  confciences  could 
not  i'ubmit  to  the  terms  prefcribed  by  the  legiflature, 
all  whofe  attachment  to  the  fee  of  Rome  was  fiill  pre- 
ferved  inviolate,  all  who  from  virtue,  as  well  as  from 
]efs  laudable  motives,  felt  an  averfion  to  the  new  order 
of  things.     Thus,  at  the  period  of  which  we  are  treat- 
ing, there  remained  in  the  heart  of  France  an  immenfe 
body  of  difaffected  perfons,  united  among  themfelves, 
connected  with   a  foreign  hierarchy,  which   itfelf  was 
irritated  by  recent  injuries  in  the  affair  of  Avignon  ; 
and  to  complete  the  diffraction,  this  body  was  poffeffed 
of  an  influence  over  the  minds  of  the  people,  which  it 
was  not  eafy  to  fupprefs.     The  non-juring  clergy  were 
poffeffed  of  all  the  popularity,  of  ail    the  credit  of  the 
order.     Their  chapels  were  crowded,  while  thofe  of  the 
conftitutional  or  conforming  clergy  were  utterly  deferr- 
ed.    We  are  not  therefore  to  fuppofe  that  this  influence 
would  be  entirely  without  its  effects ;  we  are  not  to  fup- 
pofe that  fuch  an  accumulation  of  power  in  the  hands 
of  men  would  not  be  employed  to   the  gratification  of 
their  refentments.     In  fome  places  the  diiaffected  prieffs 
openly  declaimed    againft  the    confiitution  ;  in  others 
fjcret    confpiracies    were  formed,  foreign    correfpond- 
ences  were  eltabliihed,  and  no  means  were  left  untried 
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to  inflame  the  minds  of  the  populace.  Every  engine  of 
fuperitition  was  employed,  every  art  of  eloquence  ef- 
fayed,  to  feduce  them  from  their  allegiance  Noctur- 
nal meetings  were  held,  and  nocturnal  proceflions  were 
conducted  by  the  factious  priefts.  The  (hrines  of  the 
virgin  and  of  the  faints  were  drefTed  in  mourning,  as  if 
to  indicate  the  projected  overthrow  of  all  religion. 
The  conteft  in  fine  arrived  at  length  at  fuch  ex- 
tremity, that  actual  combats  took  place  between  the 
fanatical  adherents  of  the  ejected  priefts  and  the  nati- 
onal guard  The  remote  parts  of  the  kingdom  were 
nearly  engaged  in  a  religious  war,  and  the  fanguinary 
fcenes  of  St.  Bartholomew  were  on  the  point  of  being 
renewed. 

No  meafure  has  drawn  more  odium  upon  the  legis- 
lative aflembly,  and  none  has  excited  more  the  indig- 
nation of  other  nations,  than  that  fevere  decree  which 
baniihed  for  ever  from  their  country,  on  pain  of  death, 
the  non-juring  clergy.  Much  as  we  deplore  the  harfh- 
nefs  of  the  meafure  ;  much  as  we  fympathize  in  the 
fufferings  of  that  body ;  innocent  and  refpeclable  as  we 
believe  a  confiderable  portion  of  them  to  have  been  j 
itill  juftice  obliges  us  to  confefs,  that  this  meafure, 
harfh  as  it  was,  appeared  only  a  neceflary  confequence 
of  thofe  which  had  preceded  it.  It  was  the  ram  and 
impolitic  proceeding  of  the  conftituent  aflembly,  in 
haftily  confiscating  the  property  of  the  church,  that 
unfortunately  implanted  the  feeds  of  difcord  between, 
the  religion  and  the  legiflature  of  the  country.  The 
enlighted  part  of  the  community  might  fee  the  error 
with  regret,  but  they  faw  it  only  when  it  was  to  late  to 
rectify  it. 

The  firft  flep  of  the  legiflative  aflembly  againft  the 
refractory  priefts,  was  however  lefs  violent  in  appear- 
ance, though  in  reallity  it  was  fraught  with  feverity. 
On  the  1 8th  of  November  a  feries  of  refolutions  were 
pafled,  by  which  it  was  enacted,  that  the  penfions  of 
the  ejected  clergy,  which  had  been  allowed  by  the  con- 
ftituent aflembly,  (hould  be  withdrawn  from  all  fuch  s 
ftiil  refuted  the  civic  oath.     That  wherever  any  trouble* 
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were  found  to  exift,  of  which  religion  was  the  caufe  or 
the  pretext,  the  municipal  officers  mould  have  liberty 
to  remove  from  the  neighbourhood  fuch  of  the  non- 
juring  clergy  as  might  be  fufpe&ed  of  fomenting  or  fa* 
vouring  fuch  feditions ;  that  in  cafe  of  difobedience  to 
the  direclory  of  the  department,  they  might  be  profe- 
cuted  before  the  tribunals,  and  imprifoned  ;  and  that 
thofe  who  mould  be  convicted  of  actual  {edition  mould 
be  liable  to  two  years  imprifonment.  To  thefe  decrees, 
after  fome  delay,  the  king,  from  apparently  the  mod 
humane  and  confeientious  motives,  oppofed  his  veto, 
:\nd  thus  unfortunately  increafed  the  clamour  which 
was  infidioufly  excited  againll:  him  in  every  part  of  the 
kingdom. 

If  the  general  tenor  of  the  replies  from  foreign  courts 
to  the  king's  notice  of  having  accepted  the  conititution 
be  attentively  confidered,  it  will  be  impoffible  not  to 
obferve  that  remarkable  drain  of  artifice  and  duplicity 
which  pervaded  the  majority  of  them,  and  particularly 
thofe  from  the  moil:  powerful  Hates,  and  thofe  nearefl 
in  alliance  with  the  reigning  family.  They  contained, 
indeed,  exprefiions  of  perfonal  refpect.  and  fympathy  for 
the  king,  but  nothing  which  could  be  conftrued  into 
an  approbation  of  the  new  order  which  had  been  efla- 
blifhed  in  France  by  the  prevalance  of  popular  councils. 
However  therefore  the  court  and  miniftry  might  appear 
fatisfied  with  thefe  empty  profeiiions,  it  is  certain  they 
were  far  from  gratifying  to  the  people  at  large.  In* 
ilead  of  diminifhing,  the  infolence  of  the  emigrants  ap- 
peared to  increafe.  The  enrolments  in  the  circles  of 
the  Upper  and  Tower  Rhine  were  carried  on  with  in- 
creafed vigour  and  alacrity;  they  were  even  encouraged 
to  commit  acts  of  violence  on  the  bordering  territories 
of  the  bifhopric  of  Strafburgh  ;  and  an  attempt  was  al- 
fo  made  by  an  agent  of  the  princes  to  corrupt  general 
Wimpfen,  who  commanded  in  the  department  of  the 
Upper  Rhine,  and  to  engage  him  to  deliver  by  treach- 
ery the  fortrefs  of  New  Brifac ,  into  their  hands,  by 
which  the  hofrile  troops  might  have  obtained  an  eafy 
entrance  into  the  territories  of  France.     Impelled  by 
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ihefe  circiimilances  the  afiembly  decreed,  on  the  29th 
of  November,  that  a  deputation  of  twenty-four  of  its 
members  mould  wait  upon  the  king  to  communicate  to 
him,  dn  the  part  of  the  afiembly,  its  folicitude  concern- 
ing the  clangers  which  menaced  the  country  from  the 
perfidious  combinations  of  armed  emigrants,  afTembled 
without  the  kingdom,  and  the  fatal  confpiracies  which 
they  apprehended  internally  threatened  its  dorheftic 
peace  ;  to  entreat  him  to  require  the  elector  of  Treves, 
of  Mayence,  and  the  other  princes  of  the  empire,  to  if- 
fue  a  prohibition  to  thofe  hoflile  preparations  and  en- 
rolments which  were  openly  carried  on  by  the  emi- 
grants on  the  frontiers  ;  and  to  requefl  that  he  would 
embody  a  force  fuiiicient  to  compel  them,  in  cafe  of  a 
refufal. 

On  the  14th  of  December  the  king  repaired  in  perfon 
to  the  national  afiembly  ;  he  acquainted  them,  that  he 
had  taken  their  meffage  into  deep  confideration,  and 
that  on  fo  important  an  occafion  he  had  thought  it  his 
duty  to  be  himfelf  the  bearer  of  the  anfwer.  He  ob- 
ferved. that  he  had  long  been  of  opinion,  that  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  nation  required  great  circumfpeetion. 
He  afTured  them  that  he  had  done  every  thing  to  recall 
the  emigrants  to  the  bofom  of  their  country,  and  to 
perfuade  them  to  fubmit  to  the  new  laws.  He  had  em- 
ployed both  amicable  intimations,  and  caufed  forma! 
requifitions  to  be  made,  to  divert  the  neighbouring 
princes  from  giving  them  a  fupport  calculated  to  flat* 
ter  their  hopes  and  encourage  them  in  their  rafh  de~ 
figns. 

He  obferved,  that  the  emperor  had  done  all  that 
could  be  expected  from  a  faithful  ally,  by  forbid* ling 
and  difperiing  all  afTemblages  within  his  dates.  His 
meafures  'at  other  courts,  he  faid,  had  not  been  equally 
fuccefsful,  and  unaccommodating  anfwers  had  been  gi- 
ven to  his  juft  requifitions.  Thefe  unjuft  re  finals,  he 
obferved,  called  for  fefolutions  of  another  kind.  Ar 
the  reprefentative  of  the  people,  he  felt  for  their  inju- 
ries. In  confequence,  he  had  caufed  a  declaration  to  be 
made  to  the  elector  of  Treves,  that  if  before   the  15th 

Vol.  L  K  k 
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of  jnmary  he  did  not  put  a  flop  within  his  dates  to  aS 
hodile  difpofitions  on  the  part  of  the  emigrants,  he 
fhould  be  obliged  to  confider  him  as  the  enemy  of 
France.  The  king  added,  that  he  mould  oider  f;milar 
declarations  to  ali  who  favoured  affemblages  which 
might  menace  the  peace  of  the  kingdom. 

To  enable  the  nation,  however,  to  prepare  for  that 
war  in  which  they  might  find  it  neceffary,  after  all  thefe 
precautions,  reluclantly  to  engage,  the  king  advifed  an 
attention  to  the  finances  of  the  country,  and  the  ftricl 
obfervance  of  peace  and  unanimity.  He  modedly  al- 
luded to  the  violence  of  thofe  who  endeavoured  to  fur- 
round  with  difffufls  the  exercife  of  that  authoritv  which 
was  entruded  to  him — pledged  himfelf  faithfully  to 
preferve  the  depofit  of  the  conltitution,  and  to  fhew  to- 
ail  mankind  that  he  felt  how  truly  glorious  it  was  to  be 
the  king  of  a  free  people. 

In  the  former  part  of  this  difcourfe,  where  the  king- 
fpeaks  of  having  employed  amicable  intimations,  and 
exerted  his  perfonal  influence  with  foreign  powers, lie 
might  allude  to  a  circumflance  which  has  only  been 
publicly  known  fmce  his  death  :  So  early  as  the  month 
of  March  1791,  the  emperor  Leopold  had  formed  at 
Mantua  a  fecret  plan,  confiding  of  twenty-one  articles, 
the  object  of  which  was  to  re  edablifh  the  king  in  all 
his  former  authority  :  for  this  purpofe  the  emperor 
was  to  enter  France,  in  the  month  of  July,  at  the  head 
of  all  his  troops,  while  the  frontiers  were  left  totally 
defencelefs.  The  king  prevented  by  his  interpofition 
this  plan,  and  probably  might  induce  the  emperor  io 
afTume  at  lead  that  mafk  of  moderation  and  friendfnip 
which  for  fome  time  he  affected  to  wear. 

But  however  fincere  the  king  might  be  in  his  decla- 
rations, he  wai  not  fc  — te  enough  to  lilence  the 
voice  of  faction.     The  republic  in  particular  dicj 

not  fail  to  take  every  advantage  whic  ears  and 

fufpicions  of  the  people  afforded  to  excite  tl  ir  detefta- 
tion  of  the  court,  and  of  the  little  remains  of  the  si  sfto- 

Ltic  faction  which  exided  in  the  kingdom.  The  ne- 
gative which  the  king   had  unfortunately  affixed  to  the* 
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decree  againfl  the  emigrants,  and  his  tardinefs  in  fane- 
tioning  that  refpecting  the  non  juring  clergy,  afforded 
the  difaffected  and  defigning  too  eafy  a  prefext  to  work 
on  the  paflions  of  the  multitude.  Addreffes  crowded 
in  from  every  part  of  the  kingdom,  abounding  in  com- 
mendations of  the  national  affernbly,  and  indicating 
their  diilatisfaction  as  to  the  conduct  of  the  king  and 
his  minifters.  Moil:  of  thefe  addreifes  were  entered  on 
the  journals  of  the  alfembly,  and  were  feconded  by  in- 
flammatory fpeeches  from  the  more  violent  members. 
M.  Mommonn,  unable  to  withftand  the  ilorm  of  po- 
pular violence,  retigned  ;  M  Deleffart  was  nominated 
to  the  department  of  foreign  affairs,  and  M.  Cahier  de 
Gerville  to  that  of  the  interior.  In  the  be<nnnin^  of 
December,  aifo,  M.  do  Portail  was  dilmiffed  from  his 
office  as  mini  iter  of  war,  and  M.  Narbonne  appointed 
in  his  room.  The  halty  difmiffion  and  impeachment 
of  minifters  in  confequence  of  inflammatory  harangues 
from  popular  orators,  and  without  any  hearing  or  in- 
veitigation,  may  be  accounted  among  the  principal  cau- 
fes  of  the  calamities  of  France.  The  rapid  fucceffion 
of  minifters  allowed  them  no  time  to  remedy  abufes,  or 
to  make  the  neceffary  arrangements  for  the  defence  of 
the  kingdom  ;  the  fear  of  impeachment  rendered  them 
cautious  and  timid,  and  directed  their  attention  rather 
to  the  arts  of  acquiring  popularity,  than  to  the  per- 
formance of  their  duty  ;  rather  to  intriguing  with  the 
<kfpicable  journalifls,  who  governed  the  mob  of  Paris, 
than  to  the  actual  fervice  of  their  king  and  country. 

Before  the  conclufion  of  the  month  of  November, 
a  circumftance  occurred  which  ferved  to  put  in  motion 
the  two  parties  which  were  fhortly  to  divide  the  king- 
dom, the  conilitutionalifts  and  the  republicans  ;  and 
the  event  might  have  (hewn  in  whofe  favour  the  balan  :e 
was  likely  to  preponderate.  The  mayoralty  of  the  ju- 
dicious and  patriotic  M  Bailly  terminated  in  the  month 
oi  November — The  once  popular  La  Fayette  appeared 
as  a  candidate  to  fucceed  him,  and  it  was  generally  un- 
deritood  that  he  was  fupported  by  the  court--He  was 
however  oppoied  by  a  violent  Jacobin  and  a  declared 
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republican,  M.  Fetion.  It  is  almoft  unneceiTary  to  ftate 
the  iffue  of  the  conteft,  and  to  add  that  M.  Petion  was 
elected  mayor  of  Paris  by  a  great  majority. 

As  melancholy  experience  had  evinced  the  increafing 
credit  and  power  of  the  Jacobins ;  as  it  was  evident 
that,  by  gaining  an  afcendancy  over  the  minds  of  the 
populace,  that  pernicious  fociety  was  enabled  to  con- 
troul  even  the  aflembly  itfelf ;  as  the  only  means  of  a- 
verting  the  dreadful  confequences  with  which  the  na- 
tion was  threatened  by  the  diforganizing  principles 
avowed  by  the  leaders  of  that  club,  the  friends  of  tho 
conflitution  and  of  the  monarch  endeavoured  to  coun- 
teract its  influence,  by  a  new  infiitution  of  a  fimilar 
kind,  but  profeffing  principles  more  moderate,  and  con* 
fequently  more  calculated  to  preferve  the  tranquillity 
and  happinefs  of  the  nation.  As  the  new  fociety  af- 
F  LlUnb  f^Wed  in  the  vacant  convent  of  the  Feuillans,  it  re- 
'  ceived  its  name,  as  well  as  the  Jacobin  club,  from  the 
place  of  its  meeting.  It  was  compofed  of  the  mod  act- 
ive and  moil  refpectable  members  of  the  conftifuent  af- 
fernbly,  among  whom  were  M.  M,  d'Andre,  Barnave, 
the  Lameths,  Du  Port,  Rabaud,  Sieyes,  Chapelier, 
Thouret,  Labord,  Taleyrand,  Montefquieu,  Beaumetz, 
&cf  to  thefe  may  be  added  two  hundred  and  fixty-fix: 
members  of  the  exifting  affembly,  and  about  eight  hun- 
dred and  eighty  other  refpectable  citizens. 

The  republican  party  and  the  Jacobins  could  not  be- 
hold this  new  aflTociation  without  fecret  difquiet.  It 
was  evidently  formed  to  difconcert  their  confpiracies, 
arid  to  open  the  eyes  of  the  public  to  their  true  intereft. 
As  they  defpaired  of  vanquiihing  it  by  the  force  of  rea- 
fon  and  truth,  they  determined  to  employ  that  blind  and 
dcfperate  inftrument,  the  fole  guidance  of  which  they 
had  long  been  labouring  to  acquire.  The  fTrft  alarm 
was  on  the  2 ill  of  December,  when  a  large  body  of 
ruffians  armed  with  clubs  forced  themielves  into  the 
ball  of  the  Feuillans  ;  thev  commenced  with  direct 
Threats  to  feveral  of  the  members,  with  interrupting  all 
vii'cuiTion,  and   at    length    openly   acknowledged  tha$ 
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chey  were  fent  thither   to  effect  the  diflblution  of  the 

ibciety. 

A  riot  of  a  (till  more  ferious  nature  was  threatened 
on  the  23d,  and  M.  Charon  the  prefident  wrote  to  the 
mayor  to  requefl  that  a  commiffaire  de  police  might  be 
ordered  to  attend  the  meeting,  for  the  purpofe  of  pre- 
ferving  the  peace ;  but  M.  Petion,  who  was  indebted 
for  his  own  elevation  to  the  Jacobin  club,  could  not 
be  fuppofed  to  be  extremely  ardent  in  favour  of  its  ri- 
val. He  excufed  himfelf,  by  faying  that  he  could  not 
command  the  attendance  of  a  commhTaire,  but  that  he 
would  take  every  precaution  in  his  power.  At  the 
inftance  of  the  commander  of  the  national  guard,  how- 
ever, M.  Petion  wrote  to  the  commiffaire  de  police, 
and  reauefted  his  attendance.     As  the  members  of  the 

A. 

fociety  came  armed  as  well  as  the  rioters,  a  tumult  of  a 
very  fanguinary  nature  was  expected  ;  but  happily,  by 
the  interpofition  of  the  municipal  officer,  a  maffacre  was 
prevented.  The  rioters  imperioufly  infilled  on  the  dif- 
lblution of  the  club,  and  this  by  the  other  party  was 
contemptuoully  refufed.  On  the  exhortation  of  the 
peace  officer,  however,  to  feparate  and  depart  from  the 
fcene  of  altercation,  the  fociety  afforded  the  firft  exam- 
ple of  moderation,  by  quitting  its  hall,  and  leaving  their 
property  to  the  difcretion  of  their  opponents. 

The  majority  of  the  affembly  had,  from  thefe  cir- 
cumftances,  an  immediate  opportunity  of  manifefting 
its  difpofition  towards  the  new  inftitution.  The  vici- 
nity of  their  place  of  meeting  to  that  of  the  legiilative 
body,  and  the  various  committees,  afforded  M.  Mer- 
.lin  (who  had  been  imprudently  attacked  by  one  of  the 
guards)  and  others  of  the  Jacobin  faction,  a  ready  ex- 
cufe  for  infilling  on  their  removal  ;  and  a  motion  being 
made  to  that  effect,  it  was  unanimoufly  decreed.  Thus 
was  victory  at  once  declared  in  favour  of  the  Jacobins, 
and  fuccefs  by  fuch  unworthy  means  only  ferved  to  en- 
courage them  to  more  atrocious  proceedings,  The 
conftitutional  party  indeed  were  too  late  in  their  adop- 
tion of  active  meafures.  Their  more  diligent  adversa- 
ries had  already  obtained  poffeflion  of  the  public  mind, 
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and  they  entered  the  field  only  when  the  conteft  was 
virtually  decided. 

Thefe  tranfaclions  afford  a  tolerably  accurate  picture 
of  the  ftate  of  parties  in  France,  at  the  concluflon  of 
the  year  1791.  Its  fituation,  with  refpect  to  foreign 
powers,  became  every  day  more  and  more  critical.  The 
conduct  of  Leopold  was  a  lingular  tiffue  of  inconfift- 
ency  and  deception.  He  pretended  formally  to  revoke 
the  circular  of  Pavia,  in  confequence  of  the  king's  ac- 
ceptance of  the  conftitutron,  and  yet  exhorted  the  pow- 
ers of  Europe  not  to  dealt  from  the  meafures  concert- 
ed between  them,  but  to  continue  vigilant,  and  to  de« 
clare  that  their  coalition  had  itill  an  exiflenee.  This 
declaration  was  followed  by  a  letter  to  the  king  of 
France,  reviving  the  claims  of  the  imperial  vafTals  in 
Allace  and  Lorraine  ;  infilling  that  no  compenfation 
could  be  accepted,  but  that  matters  mould  be  reflored 
in  every  refpect  to  their  ancient  fituation  ;  and  acquaint- 
ing the  king  that  the  emperor  conceived  himfelf  not 
only  bound  to  interpofe  by  folemn  proteitation,  "but 
alfo  to  give  to  the  injured  all  the  aid  which  the  dignity 
of  the  imperial  court,  and  the  maintenance  of  the  pre- 
fent  conftiturion,  required." 

While  fuch  were  the  pretences  of  Leopold,  it  ap- 
peared that  the  German  princes,  in  general,  were  more 
than  fatisfied  with  the  mode  of  compenfation  propofed 
by  the  French.  The  prince  of  Loweftein  readily  ac- 
cepted of  an  indemnification,  and  the  prince  of  Hohen- 
loe,  and  the  prince  of  Salm-Salm,  declared  themfelves 
equally  ready  to  treat  upon  the  fame  terms.  The  dukes 
of  Wirtemberg,  and  Deux-Ponts,  as  wrell  as  prince 
Maximilian,  freely  negotiated,  and  only  required,  what 
in  Melt  was  no  more  than  perfectly  reafonable,  the  re- 
imburfement  of  their  revenues  on  the  feudal  rights  in 
quefcion,  from  the  4th  of  Auguft  1789. 

The  defigns  of  Leopold  gradually  unfolded.  The 
declaration  to  the  European  powers,  the  fubffance  of 
which  is  given  in  a  preceding  paragraph,  was  dated  the 
10th  November,  the  letter  to  the  king  the  3d  of  De- 
cember )  and  on  the  2 lit  of  the  fame  month  an  official 
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notice  was  delivered  to  the  French  minider  at  Vienna^ 
in  aniwer  to  the  French  king's  notification  to  the  elect- 
or of  Treves,  which  more  directly  manifeded  the  ho- 
{tile  intentions  of:  the  imperial  court.  It  dated,  that  the 
elector  had  given  notice  to  the  court  of  Vienna,  that  he 
had  adopted,  with  refpect  to  the  French  refugees  and 
emigrants,  the  fame  principles  and  regulations  as  had 
been  put  in  force  in  the  Auftrian  Low  countries ;  that 
notwithstanding  this,  the  elector  was  dill  apprehenfive 
that  the  tranquillity  of  his  frontiers  and  dates  would  be 
difturbed  by  France ;  and  that  in  confequence  of  this 
notification,  the  emperor  had  been  con-drained  to  order 
marfhal  Bender  to  march  to  the  dates  of  his  electoral 
highnefs  fpeedy  and  effectual  fuccours,  in  cafe  he  mould 
be  attacked  with  hodile  incurfions,  or  even  imminently- 
menaced  with  fuch. 

As  it  was  a  well-known  fact  that  the  French  emi- 
grants were  alfembled  in  immenfe  force,  and  with  every 
holtile  preparation,  in  the  electorate  ;  as  fuch  an  arrange- 
ment could  not.  be  with  amicable  intentions  towards  their 
country.;  and  as  the  emperor,  by  this  official  notice, 
declared  his  intentions  of  protecting  the  elector  in  the(Q 
proceedings,  his  views  with  refpeel  to  France  could  be 
no  longer  midaken.  In  the  letter  which  the  French 
king  transmitted  to  the  aiTembly,  inclofing  the  notice 
of  the  court  of  Vienna,  he  exprefied  his  adonifhment 
not  lefs  than  his  regret.  He  conceived  that  he  had  a 
right  to  reckon  on  the  good  intentions  of  the  emperor  j, 
and  added,  that  he  could  not  yet  believe  that  his  difpo- 
fitions  were  changed,  but  wifhed  to  perfuade  himfeif 
that  the  court  of  Vienna  had  been  deceived  reflecting 
the  date  of  facts,  and  had  been  made  to  fuppofe  that 
the  elector  of  Treves  had  fulfilled  in  reality  all  the  du- 
ties of  jultice  and  good  neighbourhood.  In  the  anfwer 
which  the  king  returned  to  the  emperor,  he  faid,  he 
had  reminded  that  monarch  that  nothing  was  demand- 
ed of  him,  but  what  France  had  afforded  an  example 
of,  and  that  the  French  nation  had  taken  immediate 
care  to  prevent  the  hodile  aflembling  of  the  refugees 
irom  Brabant,  when  they  attempl   3  it  in  the  neighbour- 


z6S  HISTORY  Of  THE 

hood  of  the  Auflrian  Netherlands ;  at  the  fame  timl 
he  confirmed  his  former  declaration,  that  if,  after  the 
period  already  fixed,  the  elector  of  Treves  mould  not 
have  really  and  effectually  difperfed  the  hoflile  affem- 
blages  which  exifted  in  his  ftates,  nothing  would  pre- 
Tent  the  king  from  propofmg  to  the  nation  to  employ 
the  force  of  arms  to  conftrain  it. 

As  the  intentions  of  Leopold  therefore  could  be  no 
longer  doubted,  the  preparations  for  war  were  renewed 
with  redoubled  vigour.  By  an  ac~t  of  the  legiflature, 
the  king  had  previoufly  been  requefled  to  confer  on  M. 
M.  Rochambeau  and  Luckner  the  dignity  of  marfhals 
of  France,  and  M.  la  Fayette  had  proceeded  to  affume 
an  important  command  on  the  confines  of  Germany. 
The  war  minifler,  M.  Narbonne,  made  the  circuit  of 
the  frontiers  to  infpedl  perfonally  the  ftate  of  the  army 
there.  New  levies  were  immediately  ordered,  and  the 
whole  count'  y  affumed  the  garb  of  war. 
IV/J  I  Though  the  fpirit  of  the  nation  was  not  deprefTed 
I  J  by  the  profpecl  of  impending  hoftilities,  ftill,  if  the  flate 
of  the  finances  be  coniidered,  war  could  not  be  contem- 
plated without  the  moft  ferious  apprehenfions.  The 
extraordinary  refources  had  all  proved  hitherto  inade- 
quate to  rhe  liquidation  of  the  public  debt.  On  the 
29th  of  December,  twenty  millions  of  livres  were  voted 
by  the  affembly,  which  the  minifler  at  war  informed 
them,  on  the  fucceeding  day,  mufl  be  all  appropriated 
to  the  deficit  of  1791,  and  not  to  the  expences  of 
1792, 

M.  Lafond  on  the  fame  day  prefented  a  general  efti- 
mate,  from  the  particular  eflimates  of  the  feveral  mini* 
flers,  of  the  expences  of  1792  ; 

Livres. 

Appanage  of  the  princes      ....  ..      5,000,000' 

Army                ....                .♦..  ..  .                221,000 

Foreign  affairs             ....              6,000,000 

Marine  and  colonies          ....  .#*.              43,000,000' 

General  adminiilration  ....                      5,000,00a 

Public  worfhip                   .  ....            81, 000,00a 

Penfions  to     :  '      .;.\_  ....                 68,000,000 
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National  aflTembly         ....                  ....  5,000.000 

Civil  lid                  ....          ....         ....  £5, 000. 000 

Bridges  and  roads            ....            ....  4,000,000 

High  national  court  and  court  of  appeal  ....      j  50,000 

Schools  and  academies           ....          ....  1,000,000 

Intereft  of  public  debt                  ....  20,000,000 

Life  annuities              .  ..                      ....  100,000,000 

Perpetual  annuities         ....         ....  300,000,000 

Total  ....  663,671,000 


He  then  preferred  an  eftimate  of  the  ordinary  ways 
and  means ;  confiding  of  land-tax,  tax  on  perfonal 
property,  patents,  damps,  &c*.  taken  at  530,000,000. 
The  remaining  fum  of  133,671,000  was  to  be  provided 
for  from  the  fund  of  extraordinuries. 

Notwithftanding  previous  appearances,  the  year  1792 
opened  with  fair  but  delufive    omens   to  the  peace  of 
Europe  and   the  liberties    of   France.     Leopold  again 
wavered  or  prevaricated.     Unprepared  for   the    attack, 
or  confident  that  his  deep  and  finifter  policy  would  be 
fuccefsful  in  amufing  the  afTembly,  his  language  to  the 
French  miniders  at  Vienna  and  Bruflels  was  contradic- 
tory to  his  former  public  declarations  ;  indeed,  contra- 
ry to  his  actual  conduct,  it  was  pacific  and   conciliato- 
ry:  thus,  while  a  cordon  of  troops  was  gradually  form- 
ing en  the  frontier  of  the  Netherlands,  the  folemn  pro- 
tedations  of  the  emperor  afferted  them  to  be   intended 
merely  for  the  purpofe  of  precaution  and  defence.     M: 
*de  Sairite  Croix,  who  had  been  difoatched  as  an  envoy 
extraordinary  to  the  elector  of  Treves,  was  received  by 
that  prince  with  the  mod  perfect  cordiality  and  refpect. 
The  emigrants   were  prohibited  from  continuing  their 
military  exercifes,  and  the  elector  pledged  himfelf  by 
the  dron^ed   aflurances   to  the  French   minifter,    that 
within  eight  days  the  hedile  allemblages  in  his  domini- 
ons mould  be  entirely  difperfed.     All  military  dores 
and  even  horfes  for  the  emigrants  were  prohibited  ;  and 
he' declared,  that  in-every  refpect  it  was  his  mod  ardent 
wiih  to  maintain  perpetual  peace  and  amity  with  France* 
Vol.  I.  L  1      - 
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The  people,  more  fmcere  than  their  fovereigu^,  wifw 
Hngly  feconded  this  difpofition.     In   many  towns  the 
emigrants  were  ignominioufly  expelled  by  thepopolace; 
and  the  orince  of  Conde  was  compelled  by  the  ma<nf* 
trates  of  Worms   to   leave  that  city   fck  fear  of  infur- 
reclion.       "While   their   enemies   thus  appeared   to  be 
erufhed  or   removed,  the  appreheniions  of  the  French 
for  their  own  frontier  were  completely  difpelled  by  the 
report  of  the  war  miniiler  on  his  return  from  his  tour. 
The  fort  relies  were  reprefented  as  beingin  amoft  refpe&a- 
ble  ftate,  and  the  patriotifm  of  the  foldiery  exceeded  every 
expectation  that  the  moll  fanguine  friend  of  his  country 
could  form.  The  credit  of  the  paper  currency  experienced 
an  immediate  rife  from  thefe  favourable  appearances ; 
and  manufactures  and  agriculture  began  once   more  to 
flpurifh.     The  accounts  from  the  colonies  were  lefs  en- 
couraging.    The  dreadful  revolt  of  the  negroes  at  cape 
Francois  had  indeed  produced  a  temporary  cefTation  of 
the  diiientions  which  exifted  between  the  white  inha- 
bitants of  St.  Domingo  and  the  people  of  colour ;  and 
an  actual  concordat,  or  agreement,,   had  been  entered 
Into  by  the  two  parties.     The  fucceffes  of  the   free  in- 
habitants thus  united  againft  the  revolted  negroes  were 
brilliant ;  but   every  new  inflance  of  fuccefs  but  added 
to  the  calamity  of  individuals,  as  it  was   a  deflruclion 
of  property.     It  affords  matter  for  aftonimment,  that 
the  mod  fevere  calamities  are  frequently  infufficient  to 
deftroy  the  force  of  prejudice.     That   rancorous   fpirit 
which  prevailed  in  the  white  colonifts,    that   contempt 
in  which  they  continued  to  hold  the  people  of    colour,, 
was  reprefled,  but  not  extinguifhed,  by  the  concordat. 
While  the  ratification  of  this  contract  was  flill  in  agita- 
fion,  a  private  quarrel  ferved  once  more  to  rekindle  the 
flames  of  civil  war.     On  the    16th  of  November,   the 
fe&ions   of  Port  au  Prince  were  aifembled  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  deliberating  on  the  execution  of  the  concordat, 
and  the  forming  cf  a  nc\A  provincial  afTercbly,  to  which 
the  people  of  colour   mould  have  equal  admiflion  with 
the  white  inhabitants.     At  the  very  moment  in  which 
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£his  important  queftion  was  in  agitation,  a  free  negro 
quarrelled  with  a  white  cannonier.  1  he  foldier  drew 
Ins  fword  ;  but  the  fuperior  force  of  the  negro  wrefted 
it  from  him,  and  broke  it  in  pieces  For  this  offence 
the  negro  was  apprehended  ;  he  was  immediately  tried, 
condemned,  and  hanged,  in  oppofition  to  the  moll 
urgent  and  humble  entreaties  of  the  people  of  colour, 
who  only  requeued  that  the  execution  of  the  fentence 
might  at  lead  be  fufpended. 

The  confequence  of  this  hafty  and  imprudent  act  was5 
that  the  people  of  colour  fired  on  the  cannoniers ;  the 
white  colonifts  flew  inftantly  to  arms,  and  the  conteft 
was  renewed  with  ail  its  former  fury.  The  fucceeding 
day  the  town  of  Port  au  Prince  was  fet  on  fire  by  fome 
unknown  incendiaries,  and  twenty  eight  blots,  making 
two- fifths  of  the  whole,  were  totallv  confumed.  The 
fubfequent  hiflory  of  this  diffracted  colony  is  nothing 
but  a  repetition  of  crimes  and  dieters.  The  iiland, 
divided  into  three  partie-,  has  continued  a  prey  to  its  in- 
terline divifions.  1  he  revolted  negroes  have  (till  main- 
tained their  ground.  The  people  of  colour  have  either 
remained  undecided  and  inactive,  or  have  taken  the 
part  of  the  infurgents.  Even  the  troops  which  were 
lent  over  to  reftore  tranquillity,  have  in  fome  meafure 
been  corrupted,  while  the  white  inhabitants  have  cif- 
played  unequivocal  marks  of  counter-revolutionary 
principles. 

As  but  little  hope  appeared  of  the  emigrants  return- 
ing to  their  country,  and  as  the  veto  of  the  king  had 
1  caufed  much  difcontent  in  the  nation,  the  aflembly  pro- 
ceeded to  flronger  meafures,  and  a  decree  of  accufation. 
of  high  treafon  was  paffed  againft  the  brothers  of  the 
king,  the  prince  of  Conde,  M.  Calonne,  and  Mira- 
beau  the  younger;  and  as,  notwithstanding  the  -{ »ro- 
feilions  of  the  emperor,  reports  had  gone  forth  that  a 
congrefs  was  to  be  formed  by  Aultria  and  Prufiia  for 
the  purpofe  of  Subverting,  or  modifying  at  leaft,  the 
French  conftitution,  a  decree  was  patfed  by  the  legifla- 
ture,  and  immediately  Sanctioned  by  the  king,  which 
pronounced  every  Frenchman  infamous,  and  guilty  of 
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high  treafon,  who  mould  directly  or  indirectly  tak$ 
any  part  in  fuch  meafures,  or  who  mould,  in  any  re- 
fpect,  unite  with  thofe  whofe  object  was  a  modification 
of  the  exifting  conftitution. 

The  principal    misfortune,    hovever,    that    afflicted 
France,  at  this  juncture,  was  the  parties  which  exifted 
within  its  boforn,  and  which  precipitated   rapidly  one 
after  another  the  minifters  from  their  Rations.     M.  De- 
Ieffart  was  accufed,  and  M.  Bertrand  declared  by  a  vote 
of  the  affembly  unworthy  of  being  employed.     While 
the  republican    party   were   thus   obtaining  a  gradual 
afcendancy  in  the  aifembly,  and   taking    advantage    of 
every  circumflance  that  could  increafe  their  power,  the 
more  dcfperate  among  them  were  infidioufly  employed 
in  difperfing  rumours  among    the    people,  atrocioufly 
f:  ar deroqs  of  the   king  and  the  exifting  government, 
lies  were  openly  manufactured  in  different  parts  of 
2  city,  and  avowedly  diftributed  among  the  populace, 
aaer  the  fpecious  pretext  of  arming  them  againft  the 
enemies  of  liberty.     On  the   17th   of  February,  there- 
fore,  the  king  thought  it  neceffary   exprefsly  to  deny, 
in  a  fpirited  letter   to  the  mayor  and  municipality,  ail 
the  charges  which  were  circulated  againft  him,  relative 
to  his  fuppofed  difaffe£tion  to  the  conftitution  ;  the  mu- 
nicipality alfo,  nearly  about  the  fame  period,  paffed  a 
refolution  prohibiting  the  citizens  from  keeping  ftores 
of  concealed  arms  in  their  houfes. 

In  one  inftance,  however,  it  mutt  be  confefTed,  that 
the  Jacobin  and  republican  party  evinced  fuperior  faga- 
city,  and  (hewed  that  they  were  poflefTed  of  either  bet- 
ter information,  or  more  honefty,  than  their  opponents. 
They  penetrated  more  fucceisfully  the  defigns  of  Leo- 
pold, and  law  that  the  falfe  ferenity  which  prevailed  at 
the  commencement  of  theyear  only  preceded  a  ftorm;and 
that  it  was  a  mere  delufion  created  by  that  crafty  prince 
to  lull  the  fpirit  of  France  into  a  fatal  tranquillity.  Not 
uninformed  probably  of  the  actual  grounds  of  the  treaty 
of  Pilnitz,  they  faw  that  an  alliance  of  fuch  extent  was 
not  likely  to  vanifh  in  vapour  :  the  reafons  ftill  exified 
jn  which  it  originated  ;  with  this  opinion  the  prepara- 
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cons  of  Auftria  and  Pruffia  entirely  correfponded  ;  and 
while  no   motive  of  fufficient  weight  had   occurred  to 
induce  the  combination  to  lay  afide  their  project,  there 
was  an  obvious  reafon  for  the  concealment   of  it,  and 
that  was,  that  it  was  evidently  not  yet  ripe  for  execution. 
At  their  inftance,  therefore,  the  military  preparations 
were  carried  on  with  vigour  ;  at  their  inftance  a  deci- 
five  aniwer  was  demanded  from  Leopold,  and  a  period 
was  fixed,  after  which  his  filence  was  to  be  conflrued 
into  a  declaration  of  war.     The  court  itfelf  indeed  was 
not  without  its  alarms  ;  for  marfhals  Luckner  and  Ro- 
chambeau,  and  M.  la  Fayette,  were  ordered  to  Paris, 
towards  the  latter  end  of  February,  to  concert  with  the 
executive  power  concerning   the   proper  arrangements 
for  the  defence  of  the  country ;  a  considerable    pro- 
motion of  officers  was  made,  and  even  a  marine  equip- 
ment was  ordered,  in  expectation  that  fome  naval  pow- 
er might  be  induced  to  join  the   confederacy.     What 
was  fcarcely  conjecture,  in   the  preceding   month,  was 
converted  almoft  into  certainty  on  the   2d  of  March, 
when  the  minifter  for  foreign  affairs  laid  before  the  af- 
fembly    the  late     correfpondence  with    the    emperor. 
Befides   the  papers  which   we   have  already    noticed, 
it  included  a  note  from  prince  Kaunitz,    dated    January 
5th,     1792,    (fating,    that     though    the    ele&or     of 
Treves  had  ferioufly    refoived  to  enforce  the  regulati- 
ons adopted  by  the   emperor    againft    the  emigrants, 
(till   the   French  king    had    aiTembled    three    armies, 
and  that  violent  declamations   had   been  permitted  in 
the  French  clubs  againft  all  the   fovereigns  in  Europe. 

The  reading  of  this  paper  was  followed  by  an  ex- 
tract from  the  inftructions  of  the  minifter  to  M.  Noail- 
les,  the  French  ambaiTador  at  Vienna,  dated  January 
21ft,  in  which  an  explanation  was  required  of  the  or- 
ders given  to  general  Bender,  and  of  the  meaning  of 
the  expreffion  employed  by  the  emperor — "  The  fove- 
reigns united  for  the  fafety  and  honour  of  crowns." 

The  moft  important  paper,  however,  was  a  difpatch 
from  prince  Kaunitz  to  the  imperial  charge  des  affaires 
at  Paris,  and   dated  February    17th.     It    was   penned 
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with  fludied  ambiguity — The  emperor  made  many  pro- 
teflations  of  his  detire  to  preferve  peace,  but  Hill  a- 
vowed  the  engagements  which  he  had  formed  with  o- 
ther  powers  for  preferving  inviolate  the  monarchy  of 
France.  While  he  profefTed  his  apprehenlions  for  the 
fafety  of  the  king,  the  difpatch  was  charged  with  fuch 
expreflions  as  appeared  fludioufly  calculated  to  irritate 
the  people,  and  precipitate  his  ruin.  It  inveighed,  in 
the  molt  unqualified  terms,  againfl  the  republican  fpi- 
rit,  and  the  Jacobin  focieties ;  and  inflead  of  foothing 
or  conciliating  the  paiTions  of  the  multitude,  it  appear- 
ed only  calculated  to  urge  them  to  fome  a&  of  de- 
fperation. 

Thefe  papers  were  accompanied  by  a  letter  from  the 
Pruffian  envoy  at  Paris,  avowing  the  intimate  union 
and  connexion  which  fubfifted  between  the  two  courts, 
and  the  entire  acquielcence  of  his  matter  in  the  Auftri' 
an  memorials.  By  another  communication  from  the 
minifler,  it  w7as  underftood,  that  the  imperial  troops 
in  the  Netherlands  amounted  to  fifty-five  thoufand,  in 
January,  and  that  as  foon  as  they  mould  be  joined  by 
the  feveral  bodies  which  were  ordered  to  march,  they 
would  amount  to  upwards  of  ninety  thoufand.  The 
minifler  concluded  by  faying,  that  the  king  had  in- 
flru&ed  his  ambarTador  at  Vienna  to  reprefent,  that  it 
became  neither  the  dignity  nor  the  independence  of 
France  to  enter  into  any  difcumon  concerning  her  in- 
ternal affairs  ;  that  the  meafures  of  Auflria  and  Pruflia, 
having  no  explicit  object,  could  only  ferve  to  create 
jealoufy  and  diftrufl ;  and  that,  if  the  emperor  was 
fmcere  in  his  profeffions,  he  would  fhew  it  by  reducing 
his  troops  in  the  Netherlands  to  the  peace  eftablifhment 
in  1791,  which  would  be  immediately  followed  by  a 
fimilar  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the  French. 

The  fallacious  calm  which  had  pervaded  the  nation 
and  the  afTembly,  was,  on  the  publication  of  thefe  dif- 
patches,  changed  into  a  temped  of  rage  and  refentment. 
The  minifler,  Deleffart,  was  charged  with  having  de- 
ceived the  nation ;  the  various  communications  from 
foreign  powers  were  treated  as  little  better  than  forge- 
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ries,  and  the  minifter  for  foreign  affairs  was  confidered 
as  being  a  party  in  the  fraud  :  to  many  it  appeared,  that 
war  itfelf  was  a  lefs  formidable  evil  than  the  enormous 
expences  which  a  continued  (late  of  alarm  involved  the 
nation ;  and  fome  even  went  fo  far  as  to  regard  the 
menaces  of  the  confederacy  as  empty  threats  ;  and  as 
concerted  folely  to  increafe  the  diftrefTes  of  the  nation., 
by  deranging  its  finances. 

While  the  indignation  of  the  popular  party  in  the 
afTembly  was  directed  againft  M.  Bertrand,  minifter  of 
the  marine,  and  M.  DelefTart,  minifter  for  foreign  affairs, 
the  court,  under  the  influence,  as  was  confidently  fuf- 
pe&ed,  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  determined  on  the 
difmiflion  of  M.  Narbonne  from  the  war  department  5 
and  of  M.  Cahier  de  Gerville  from  that  of  the  interior. 
M.  de  Grave  was  appointed  as  fuccefTor  to  M.  Narbonne,. 
whofe  difmiflion  was  both  refented  and  refifted  by  the 
leading  members  of  the  afTembly.  M.  Sage  moved, 
"  that  M.  Narbonne  carried  with  him  the  regret  of  the 
national  afTembly  ;"  and  on  a  motion  of  cenfure,  by  M. 
Cambon,  on  the  minifters  who  advifed  the  king  to  re- 
tain M.  Bertrand  in  his  fervice,  after  he  had  loft  the 
public  confidence,  M.  Cahier  de  Gerville  was  exprefT- 
ly  excepted.  Nothing  indeed  could  be  more  impolitic 
in  the  court  than  both  thefe  meafures.  It  was  as  abfurd 
as  it  was  ufelefs  to  endeavour  to  fupport  the  minifter  of 
marine,  however  innocent,  againft  the  voice  and  feel- 
ings of  a  majority  of  the  legiflature ;  and  confidering 
that  the  temper  of  the  afTembly  rather  led  them  in  gene- 
ral to  derange  the  miniftry,  than  to  vote  for  their  con- 
tinuance in  office,  the  king  ought  to  have  rejoiced  that 
any  of  his  fervants  enjoyed  a  portion  of  their  confidence, 
and  ought  certainly  not  to  have  fet  them  the  exam- 
ple himfeif  of  difTolving  the  adminiftration. 

Thefe  meafures  were  followed,  in  the  fame  fitting, 
by  the  impeachment  of  M.  DelefTart.  He  was  accufed 
by  M.  Brifibt  of  omitting  to  give  information  to  the  ai- 
fembly  of  the  concert  formed  among  foreign  powers 
againft  the  liberty  and  independence  of  France;  of  not 
preffing  the  meafures  proper  for  the  fafety  and  defence 
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of  the  nation;  of  having  given  to  prince  Kaunitz  de'^" 
tails  on  the  fituation  of  the  kingdom,  calculated  to  con- 
vey an  improper  idea  ;  of  having  meanly  fued  for  peace  5 
and  of  having  refufed  to  obey  the  decrees  of  thejnational 
affembly.  In  confequence  of  a  decree  paffed  againfl 
him,  M.  Deleffart  was  apprehended,  and  conducted  to* 
Orleans  to  be  tried  by  the  high  national  court.  There 
is  every  reafon  to  believe  that  this  unfortunate  miniftef 
was  fubftantialiy  innocent ;  but  the  tide  of  faction, 
from  a  variety  of  unfavourable  circurnflances,  ran  hard 
againil  him.  He  may  indeed  be  confidered  as  having 
fallen  a  facrifice  to  the  indignation  which  the  crooked 
and  deceitful  conduct  of  Leopold  excited  ;  to  the  tem- 
porizing politics  of  the  mild  and  undecided  Louis ;  and 
to  that  fmefTe  which  has  been  fo  long  attached  to  the 
French  character,  that  perhaps  even  republican  fenti- 
ments  will  not  eafiiy  eradicate  it.  Thefe  circurnflances 
prevented  him  from  acting  with  that  decifive  opennefs, 
and  boldnefs  of  character,  which  the  rectitude  of  his  con- 
duct might  have  infpired.  He  was  the  ftrit  victim  to  that 
defperate  faction  which  has  fmce  deluged  France  with 
blood;  and  the  affembly,  by  palling  a  decree  of  accufation 
againfl  a  citizen,  without  frrff.  hearing  him  in  his  own 
defence,  have  fixed  an  indelible  blot  upon  their  re- 
cords, and  afforded  a  fatal  fpecimen  of  that  prompt  and 
hafty  punifhment  which  has  fmce  exhibited  the  juridical 
proceedings  of  that  nation  as  an  object  of  deteflation 
and  contempt  to  the  world. 

The  impeachment  of  M.  DelefTart  fo  completely  ter- 
rified the  marine  miniiter,  M.  Bertrand,  that  he  loft  no 
time  in  requeuing  leave  to  give  in  his  refignation. 
Thus  the  miniftry  was  at  once  completely  diffolved ; 
and  yet,  unpermanent  and  difficult  as  the  fituation  was, 
the  conteft  to  fupply  the  vacant  offices  ferved  flill  far- 
ther to  divide  the  diffracted  empire. 

While  France  was  thus  agitated  by  internal  faction, 
and  the  apprehenflon  of  a  foreign  attack,  the  politics 
of  Europe  once  more  appeared  to  vibrate  in  favour  of 
peace,  by  the  fudden  death  of  the  emperor  of  Germany. 
This  event  happened  on  the  firfl  of  March  \  and  from 
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the  fuddennefs  of  the  attack,  and  the  nature  of  the 
complaint,  violent  fufpicions  were  at  flrft  entertained 
that  he  owed  his  death  to  poifon.  The  complaint  en- 
tirely affected  the  ftomach  and  the  interlines,  his  body 
fweiled  to  an  enormous  degree,  and  his  bowels  literally 
burlt.  The  acciifation  of  poifon  was  naturally  directed 
againft  the  French  party  ;  but  the  whole  fufpicion  was 
foon  removed  by  the  narrative  of  his  difeafe,  which 
was  publifhed  by  authority,  and  which  afcribed  the  fa- 
tal event  to  a  rheumatic  fever.— By  thofe,  however, 
who  pretended  to  have  better  means  of  information,  it 
was  afferted,  that  the  ufe  of  certain  flimulant  medicines, 
which  this  prince  was  in  the  habit  of  employing,  pro- 
duced this  dreadful  effect,  and  terminated  a  life  of  fuch 
apparent  importance  to  the  politics  of  Europe. 

As  a  man,  Leopold  was  generally  confidered  as  a  de- 
bauched and  fenfual  character  ;  as  a  prince,  he  was 
certainly  poffeffed  of  ability  ;  and  though  his  principles 
were  defpotic,  it  muff  be  confeffed,  that  in  general  he 
made  ufe  of  his  power  for  the  good  of  his  fubjects. — 
His  political  career ^  while  grand  duke  of  Tufcany,  was 
marked  by  wifdorri  and  moderation.  He  limplified 
the  laws,  he  remitted  the  mod  grievous  of  the  public 
burdens,  and  his  regard  to  the  adminiftration  of  juftice 
was  fuch,  that  he  allowed,  and  even  encouraged,  ap- 
peals to  himfelf,  wherever  any  party  conceived  himfelf 
injured  in  the  courfe  of  a  procefs  in  the  ordinary  courts 
of  law.  He  had  the  merit  of  reftoring  peace  to  the 
empire,  as  well  as  to  Auftria  and  the  Netherlands,  not- 
withstanding the  diftrefs  and  confufion  in  which  he 
found  them  all  involved,  by  the  imprudent  administra- 
tion of  his  predeceffor.  His  political  wifdom  and  ge- 
neral fagacity  were  certainly  far  above  the  ordinary  flan- 
dard  of  hereditary  monarchs.  The  foundnefs  of  his 
judgment,  and  his  regard  to  his  people,  were  ftrongly 
evinced  by  one  trait — he  loved  peace.  How  far  his 
conduct  in  uniting  with  the  confederacy  of  princes  a- 
gainft  the  liberties  of  France,  may  be  fairly  cited  in  con- 
tradiction to  this  affertion,  we  are  fcarcelv  qualified  to 
decide,  unlefs  we    were  better   informed  as  to  the  mo- 

Vol.  I.  M  m 


a;8  HISTORY  OF  THE 

lives  and  the  extent  of  that  confederacy.  Leopold 
might  be  influenced  by  family  confederations  ;  he 
might  be  deceived  with  faife  representations  as  to  the 
actual  (late  of  France  ;  he  might  be  prompted  by  the 
intrigues  of  another  power,  whofe  infidious  policy  Eu- 
rope will  long  have  occafion  to  regret  :  or,  after  all,  he 
might  not  be  ierious  in  his  intentions  of  commencing 
oileniive  meafures,  and  might  flatter  himfelf  that  the 
dread  of  a  powerful  combination  might  enable  him  to 
obtain  better  terms  for  the  royal  family  than  the  con- 
fiitution  of  1789  afforded.  With  all  his  public  vir- 
tues, we  are  under  a  freceffity  of  recording  one  indeli- 
ble blemim  on  his  characler — His  notorious  duplicity 
rendered  him  at  once  an  object  of  univerfal  abhorrence 
and  contempt ;  and  it  was  even  afierted,  by  an  emi- 
nent fpeaker  in  the  Britifh  fenate,  intimately  connected 
with  admiaiftranon,  that  "no  man  would  take  his" 
v^ord  for  a  fmgle  day/' 

The  afcendency  which  the  Jacobin  club  had  obtained 
by  their  vielory  over  the  Feuilians,  and  (till  more  by 
die  impeachment  of  M.  Deleflfart,  rendered  their  au- 
thority abfolute  in  every  thing  that  concerned  the  poli- 
tics of  France.  The  court  feemed  at  this  moment  to 
reiinquiih  every  thought  of  refiftance,  and  to  fail  with 
the  tide.  This  was  loon  evinced  in  the  appointment 
AyxaU/\i  °f  mini  Iters  ;  M.  Dumourier  and  M.  Lacolte,  two  of 
{  the  leading  Jacobins,  being  nominated  to  the  vacant  de- 

partments of  foreign  affairs  and  the  marine.  As  the 
name  of  the  former  will  frequently  occur  in  the  courfe 
of  our  narrative,  we  embrace  the  opportunity  of  his 
firft  appearance  in  a  public  capacity,  to  give  fome  ac- 
count  of  this  extraordinary  character. 

M.  Dumourier  was  born  about  the  year  1739,  and 
is,  we  have  been  informed,  of  a  noble  but  not  an  opu- 
lent family.  His  father  was  a  conwiifjhre  de  guerre^ 
and  was  a  man  of  education  and  confiderable  talents, 
as  is  evident  from  a  tranflation  of  the  Secchia  rapita  of 
Taffoni,  and  fome  other  poems,  which  have  preferved 
his  name  in  the  annals  of  'literature.  As  it  was  almoft 
a  point  Ql  neceffiiy,  that   every  gentleman  in  France, 
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under  the  old  government,  mould  be  at  one  time  or 
other  of  his  life  a  f< )ldier,  "young  Dumourier  commen- 
ced his  military  career  at  a  very  early  period,  and  was 
wounded  and  made  prilbner  in  the  battle  of  Ciofter 
camp.  By  nature  enterprifmg  and  active,  the  next  op- 
portunity that  ottered  for  the  diiplay  of  his  diftinguilh- 
ed  talents  was  in  the  year  1770,  when  the  hrft  infa- 
mous partition  of  Poland  was  planned  and  executed  by 
a  banditti  of  defpots  ;  on  this  occahon,  M.  Dumourier 
appeared  on  the  fide  of  liberty,  at  the  head  of  a  batta- 
lion of  French  volunteers,  and  is  faid  to  have  perform- 
ed  fome  defperate  and  able  fervices  to  the  republic. 
The  event  of  that  unpropiiious  conteft  is  too  well 
known,  and  too  deeply  lamented  by  every  friend  of  jui- 
tice  and  of  freedom.  M.  Dumourier  had,  however,  10 
far  fucceeded  for  his  perfonal  views,  that  he  was  imme- 
diately noticed  by  Louis  XV.  and  was  lent  into  Sweden 
in  1772,  with  M.  Favier  and  two  0tfeers,  confidentially 
by  the  king,  and  unknown  to  the  miniftry,  when  the 
great  revolution  was  to  be  effected  in  that  kingdom ; 
the  plan  of  which  was  laid  in  the  cabinet  of  Versailles. 
Dumourier  contrived  to  convey  private  intelligence  to 
the  king,  that  the  object  was  effected,  before  the  mini- 
iters  had  received  any  difpatch  from  their  agents.  His 
promptitude  and  ability,  however,  only  ferved  to  awa- 
ken the  jealoufy  of  the  courtiers,  and  on  his -return,  m 
reward  tor  his  fervices,  he  was  committed  to  the  Baf- 
tille.  His  continuance  there,  we  have  reafon  to  think, 
was  however  not  long. 

In  the  late  war,  M.  Dumourier  was  lieutenant  gover- 
nor of  Cherburgh,  and  is  faid  to  have  offered  a  plan 
to  the  minifter,  M.  Vergennes,  by  which  he  undertook, 
with  a  handful  of  men,  to  furprife  the  rfland  of  Terfev 
and  the  other  Britiih  polieilions  in  that  quarter:  but, 
for  what  reafon  we  know  not,  the  propofal  was  re- 
jected. 

From  the  firft  dawn  of  the  revolution,  M.  Dumou- 
rier (tudied  to  ingratiate  himfelf  with  the  people;  and, 
to  render  himfelf  more  acceptable  to  them,  is  laid  to 
have  difclaimed  the    nobility   of  his   ar.ceftry.     A$  thz 
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Jacobin  club  was  the  great  theatre  for  talents  and  ambi* 
tion,  he  foon  became  an  active  and  diftinguimed  mem- 
ber, and  by  their  influence  eftablimed  himielf  in  the  im- 
portant, and,  at  this  period,  very  refponnble  fituation  of 
minifter  for  foreign  affairs. 

.  The  French  king,  as  a  further  teftimony  of  his  at- 
tendon  to  the  will  of  the  people,  difmifled  the  Swifs 
guards  on  the  17th  of  March  ;  and  on  that  day  the 
guard  appointed  by  the  conftitution  entered  upon 
duty. 

The  death  of  the  emperor,  inftead  of  protracting,  ap- 
pears to  have  accelerated  hoftilities  between  Auftria  and. 
France.  The  young  king  of  Hungary,  Francis  I.  was 
icarcely  feated  upon  the  throne,  when  he  defired  a  con- 
ference with  the  Pruftian  minifter,  BifchofFwerder,  and 
dire&ed  him  to  inform  his  matter,  that  he  was  deter- 
mined (Iriclly  and  literally  to  adhere  to  the  convention 
of  Pilnitz.  The  preparations  on  the  part  of  the  French, 
in  the  mean  time,  proceeded  with  alacrity  ;  and  the 
new  minifter,  M.  Dumourier,  declared  in  the  Jacobin 
club,  that  he  would,  in  his  negociations  with  Auftria, 
direct  them  to  the  point  of  obtaining,  without  delay,  a 
folid  peace  or  a  decifive  war.  - 

On  the  22d  of  March  a  decree  of  fequeftration  was 
paiTed  againft  the  property  of  the  emigrants,  faving 
however  the  right  of  creditors  ro  be  reimburfed  theif 
demands  ;  and  fuch  as  returned  within  the  fpace  of  one 
month  were  to  be  re-eftablifhed  in  the  pofTeffion  of  their 
eftates,  fubje&ed,  however,  to  a  proportionate  tax  to 
defray  the  expences- of  the  armament,  which  their  emi- 
gration had  occahoneu.  By  an  additional  decree,  they 
were  deprived  of  the  rights  of  aclive  citizens  for  two 
years  after  their  return  to  France  ;  and  fuch  of  them 
as  mould  not  return  within  a  month,  were  deprived  of 
thoie  privileges  for  ten  years.  .    • 

The  fucceeding  day,  the  king  announced  the  appoint- 
ment of  three  more  of  the  popular  party  to  the  mini- 
flry,  viz.  M.  Gamier,  minifter  of  juftice,  in  the  room 
of  M.  Duport  du  Tertre  ;  M.  Roland,  minifter  of  the 
interior,   inftead   of  M.  Cahier  de  Gerville  ;  and  M. 
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Ciaviere,  minifter  of  finance,  in  the  room  of  M.  Tarbe. 
The  new  minifters  were  all  members  of  the  Jacobin 
club,  which  at  this  period  feems  to  have  poMefled  the 
entire  confidence  of  the  nation.  The  vigorous  meafures 
purfued  by  the  afiembly  had  alfo  the  happieft  effects 
both  upon  public  credit  and  upon  the  minds  of  the  emi- 
grants, upwards  of  four  hundred  having  pafTed  through 
Lifle,  on  their  return,  in  one  day. 
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I  CHAP.     VII. 

J)  if  patches  from  Vienna — -from  Sardinia — Abolition  of 
ccdefiaflical  diftinttions — Rejection  offome  newly  dis- 
covered iflands — Infolent  anfwer  from  Vienna — De- 
claration of  war — Unfortunate  expeditions  againfl 
Tour  nay  and  Mons — Murder  of  M.  T.  Dillon — At- 
tack of  Fumes — Refgnation  of  M.  Rochambeau,  and 
appointment  of  M.  Luckner  to  the  command  of  the 
northern  army — Avflrians  attack  Bavay — Progrefs 
and  fuccefjes  of  M.  la  Fayette's  army — Death  of  M. 
Gouvion — Decrees  pajfed  in  the  affembly — Machina- 
tions of  the  republican  party — New  decree  againfl  re- 
fractory priefls — Negatived  by  the  king — Decree  for 
a  camp  near  Paris — The  king  again  interpojes  his 
veto — Difmiffion  of  the  Jacobin  Miniflry — Dijiurbed 
fate  of  Paris — Letter  of  M.  la  Fayette — Refgnation 
of  the  minifry — Outrages  of  the  20th  of  June — M. 
la  Fayette  repairs  to  Paris — Succffes  of  the  French 
in  the  Netherlands — Their  retreat — Union  of  parties 
— Arrival  of  the  federates — Confederation — Change 
of  minijters — Country  proclaimed  in  danger — New 
levies — Outrages  of  the  Marfellois — Falfe  accusation 
againfl  La  Fayette — Decifion  of  the  affembly  in  his  fa- 
vour— Refgnation  of  the  directory  of  the  departments 
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— Proclamations  of  the  combined,  courts  and  the  duke 
of  Brunfwick — Petition  for  depofing  the  king. 

HE  difpatches  which  were  received,  in  anfwer 
to  the  requisition  made  by  M.  Deleflart  to  the 
court  of  Vienna,  and  which  were  fubmitted  to  the 
affembly  on  the  29th  of  March  by  the  new  minifter, 
M.  Dumourier,  amounted  almoft  to  a  declaration  of 
war.  Prince  Kaunitz,  in  a  memorial  dated  18th  of 
March,  in  the  name  of  his  mailer,  the  king  of  Hun- 
gary, began  with  ftating,  that  the  king  had  fully  adopt- 
ed the  political  fyftem  of  the  late  emperor,  and  would 
explain  himfelfwith  that  franknefs  which  became  a 
great  power.  He  recriminated  on  the  French  the 
charge  of  affembling  troops  upon  the  frontiers;  and 
added,  that  the  king  of  Hungary  and  the  princes  of 
Germany  might  perhaps  think  it  neceflary  to  affemble 
Hill  greater  numbers  to  maintain  their  internal  peace 
againft  the  example  of  France,  and  the  criminal  ma- 
chinations of  the  Jacobins.  The  reft  of  the  paper 
was  in  a  fimilar  ftyle  of  haughtinefs  and  outrage,  and 
concluded  with  obferving  that  the  found  and  princi- 
pal part  of  the  nation,  in  other  words,  the  ariftocratic 
faclion,  would  confider  as  a  confoiing  profpect  the 
exiflence  of  a  concert  y  the  views  of  which  were  worthy 
of  their  confidence.  Notwithstanding  the  indignation 
which  fo  infolent  an  addrefs  mud  neceiTarily  have 
produced,  M.  Dumourier,  with  great  temper  and  mag- 
nanimity, entreated  the  aifembly  to  wait  in  tranquility 
for  the  categorical  anfwer  of  the  court  of  Vienna, 
which  he  expected  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  days :  and 
this  recommendation  of  the  minifter  was  unanimoufly 
ailented  to. 

The  vigorous  and  fpirited  conduct  of  M.  Dumou- 
rier extracted  from  the  king  of  Sardinia  a  more  mo- 
derate and  favourable  reply.  He  affured  the  mini- 
fter in  general  terms,  that  his  troops  were  actually 
below  the  peace  eftablifhment,  and  that  he  permitted 
no  hoftile  aflemblages  of  the  emigrants  within  his  do- 
minions. 

We 
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We  have  already  expatiated  on  the  general  cha- 
racter of  the  fecond  national  aflembly,  and  we  {hall 
foon  have  too  many  inftances  to  record  in  confirma- 
tion of  its  imbecility.      An  attention  to  trifles  has 
marked  too  many  of  its  deliberations,  and  fuch  an  at- 
tention is  the  fur'eft  mark  of  incapacity.    Of  the  abfur- 
dity  of  admitting  the  populace  to  the  galleries  of  the 
aflembly,  permitting  them  to  applaud  the  fpeakers, 
and  in  a  manner  to  take  a  part  in  the  deliberations,  it 
would  be   unjuft  to    accufe  this  body,  fmce  it   was 
among  the  errors  of  the  conftituent  aflembly  ;  but  cer- 
tainly no  one  circumftance  has  contributed  more  to 
the  misfortunes  of  France.    It  was  eafy  for  any  active 
and  unprincipled  faction  to  aflemble   a  mob,   and  fill 
the  galleries,  when  any  meafure  was  either  to  be  car- 
ried or  refiPted.    But  this  was  not  the  whole  extent  of 
the  evil ;    the  vanity  incident  to  human  nature  in  ge- 
neral, and  which  has  been  confidered  as  characterise 
of  Frenchmen,  converted  the  legiflators  of  a  great  na- 
tion into  mere  actors;  their  debates  confided  more  of 
popular  declamation  than  of  wife  and  temperate  in- 
quiry, and  their  fpeeches  were  addrefled  to  the  ears 
of  the  galleries  rather  than  to  the  understandings  of 
the  deputies:  connected  with  this  deftructive  mode  of 
proceeding  has  been  the  practice  of  voting  decrees  and 
refolutions  by  acclamation;  a  practice  which  utterly 
excluded  all  the   influence  of  reafon,  and  which  was 
more  adapted  to  the  paftimes  of  children  than  the  de- 
liberations of  philosophers  or  legiflators. 

A  Angular  inftance  in  confirmation  of  thefe  reflec- 
tions occurred  on  the  6th  of  April,  when  the  com- 
mittee of  public  inftruction  having  moved  the  fup- 
preflion  of  the  monaftic  orders,  one  of  the  popular 
ecclefiaftics,  to  entrap  the  applaufe  of  the  galleries, 
moved  an  additional  decree  to  abolifh  all  diftinction 
of  drefs  both  eccleflaftical  and  monkifh.  A  moft  in- 
decent fcene  followed  this  motion — bifhop  Fauchet 
pulled  off  his  calotte,  and  another  bifhop  depofited  his 
crofs  of  gold  upon  the  table  as  a  patriotic  gift — Many 
irreligious  allufions  were  indulged  in>  and  it  was/0- 
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lemnly  decreed  by  the  legiflature  of  a  great  nation, 
that  all  ecclefiaftical  marks  of  diftinction,  except  in  the 
celebration  of  divine  worfhip,  fhould  be  abolifhed. 

The  afiembly  on  the  19th  afforded  an  example  of 
more  enlightened  and  liberal  policy.  In  the  evening 
fitting,  a  letter  was  read  from  MefTrs.  Baur,  merchants 
of  Marfeilles,  which  announced  that  M.  Marchand, 
commander  of  the  Solide,  had  difcovered  four  new 
iflands  in  the  Indian  feas,  of  which  he  had  taken  pof- 
feffion  in  the  name  of  the  French  nation,  and  of 
Louis  XVI.  The  iflands  were  full  of  people,  and 
abounded  in  animal  and  vegetable  productions.  The 
fpeech  of  M.  Luefnay,  on  this  occafion,  is  worthy  of 
n/'   being  recorded. 

«'  It  is  a  great  problem,"  faid  he,  c<  whether  the 
difcovery  of  America  has  been  ufeful  to  Europe  ; 
but  certainly  America  has  greatly  fufferedby  the  dif- 
covery. The  iflands  difcovered  by  M.  Marchand  are 
peopled — if  there  was  but  one  man  there,  he  is  mafter 
of  the  ifle  which  he  inhabits.  With  what  right  can  a 
people,  who  renounces  all  conqueft,  take  pofieflion  of 
an  lfland  which  does  not  belong  to  them  by  any  poffi- 
ble  title  ?  Gentlemen,  the  moment  to  prove  our  at- 
tachment to  the  principles  of  our  conflitution  is  come. 
Let  others,  if  they  pleafe,  carry  to  thefe  favage  iflands, 
as  they  have  been  hitherto  denominated,  the  arts, 
the  riches,  and  the  vices  of  Europe  !  Let  us  remain 
faithful  to  our  declaration  of  the  rights  of  men,  and 
let  us  take  care  not  to  make  an  attack  on  the  natural 
liberty,  which  we  have  recognized,  and  which  we 
have  been  the  firfl  to  proclaim." 

This  opinion  was  crowned  by  general  plaudits,  fe- 
veral  times  reiterated,  and  the  affembly  clofed  the 
difcuffion. 

The  period  now  approached  when  the  interefted 
and  barbarous  politics  of  a  combination  of  defpots 
was  to  deluge  Europe  with  blood,  to  bring  on  a  great 
and  populous  nation  the  moft  dreadful  outrages,  and 
to  involve  in  the  general  ruin  a  benevolent  and 
pious  prince,  whofe  only  crime,  if  he  was  really  guil- 
ty 
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ty  of  any,  was  being  the  dupe   of  their  criminal   in- 
trigues. 

What  the  caution  of  Leopold  would  at  leaft  have  de- 
ferred, was  precipitated  by  the  ardour  and  violence  of 
a  young  king.  Yet  even  he  (if  we  may  credit  the  re- 
prefentation  of  M.  Noailles,  the  French  ambaffador  at 
ViennaJ  was  urged  to  a  premature  declaration  of  his 
intentions  by  the  court  of  Berlin.  What  the  object  of 
that  court  could  be  is  not  eafy  to  conceive — Its  do- 
minions did  not  border  upon  France,  nor  was  the 
military  government  of  Pruffia  likely  to  be  deranged 
by  the  extenfion  of  democratic  principles.  Two  ob- 
jects only  prefent  themfelves  to  our  imagination,  and 
on  one  of  them  conjectures  muft  reft.  Itmufthave 
h-ad  in  contemplation  either  the  acquifition  of  territo- 
ry from  the  difmemberment  of  France,  or  the  ftill 
more  infidious  defign  of  contributing  further  to  the 
humiliation  of  Auftria,  by  the  probability  of  its  lofing 
again  in  the  conteft,  mould  they  not  prove  victorious, 
the  Belgic  provinces  which  had  been  fo  lately  recon- 
quered. 

The  difpatch  of  M.  Dumourier  to  the  King  of 
Hungary  was  accompanied  by  an  affectionate  letter  in 
the  king's  own  hand-writing  to  his  nephew,  entreating 
him  by  every  motive  to  flop  the  effufion  of  blood,  and 
affuring  him  that  the  conflict  could  only  prove  ultimate- 
ly fatal  ^o  him,  the  king  of  France.  With  fo  little  fuc- 
cefs  however  was  this  application  attended,  that  the 
reply  of  the  imperial  minifter  feemed  only  to  breathe 
an  increafed  fpirit  of  infolence  and  pride.  The  mi- 
nifter avowed  openly  the  concert  of  princes  againft 
the  conftitution  of  France,  and  infilled  upon  certain 
terms,  upon  which  alone  the  courts  of  Berlin  and  Vi- 
enna could  with-hold  from  hoftilities.  Thefe  terms 
were — firft,  to  guarantee  the  feudal  rights  of  the  Ger- 
man princes  in  Alface  and  Lorraine  ;  fecondly  tore- 
flore  Avignon  to  the  pope  ;  and  the  third  condition 
was  the  moil  lingular  of  all,  fince,  as  it  was  indefinite, 
it  muft  be  modified  according  to  that  conftru&ion 
which  the  demandants  might  prefer,  and  was  incapa- 
ble 
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ble  of  any  other  definition.  The  terms  of  the  condi- 
tion were,  <f  That  the  neighbouring  powers  fhall  have 
no  reafon  for  the  apprehenfions  which  arife  from  the 
prefent  weaknefs  of  the  internal  government  of 
France."  For  the  reft,  M.  de  Noailles  was  referred 
to  the  official  note  of  the  18th  of  March,  which  has 
been  already  noticed. 

As  the  intentions  of  the  combined  courts  could  be 
no  longer  doubted,  it  was  refolved  in  council  to  de- 
clare war  againit  the  king  of  Hungary.  Perhaps, 
notwithstanding  the  provocation  which  had  been  gi- 
ven to  the  French  nation,  it  would  ftill  have  been 
moil  politic  to  have  been  lefs  precipitate,  and  to  have 
compelled  Auftria  to  appear  in  every  view  in  the  cha- 
racter of  the  aggreflbr.  Such  at  lead  we  are  allured 
was  the  opinion  of  M.  la  Fayette,  whofe  judgment  ap- 
pears in  general  to  have  been  found,  and  whofe  pa- 
triotifm  none  but  a  violent  and  defperate  faction  has 
ever  prefumed  to  queftion.  The  propofal  for  a  de- 
claration of  war  was  made,  by  the  French  king,  to  the 
ailembly  on  the  20th  of  April,  when  war  was  decreed 
againft  the  king  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  amidft 
the  applaufes  of  the  whole  legiilative  body,  and  of  a 
numerous  crowd  of  fpetlators*. 

The  motives  ailedgedby  the  French  nation,  in  their 
declaration  for  commencing  hoftilities,  were — 

That  the  court  of  Vienna,  in  contradiction  to  re- 
peated remonflrances,  continued  to  grant  open  pro- 
tection 


*  It  was  utterly  inconfiftent  with  all  the  former  public  profeffions 
of  the  French  nation  to  have  been  thus  precipitate  in  declaring  war. 
A  (late  of  war  is  the  fummit  of  human  calamities  ;  and  any  people  who 
have  the  leaft  regard  to  humanity,  religion,  or  the  rights  of  man,  ought 
to  be  extremely  cautious  and  averfe  to  bringing  fuch  a  dreadful  calami- 
ty on  the  human  race.  "  Only  by  pride  cometh  contention,"  fays 
Solomon.  Pride  is  the  paflion  of  fools,  and  national  pride  is  the  mciv 
foolifh  form  of  it.  How  often  is  the  abfurd  and  fancied  dignity  of  na- 
tions the  caufe  of  murder  and  every  fpecies  of  injuftice  !  The  French' 
evinced  that  they  were  not  a  nation  of  philofophers,  when  they  entered 
thus  haflily  into  war.  From  the  defpotic  courts  nothing  of  virtue 
and  goodnefs  could  be  expected ;  we  therefore  forbear  to  cenfurc 
them. 


REVOLUTION  IN  FRANCE.  7 

te&ion  to  the  rebel  fubjecls  of  France,  who  were 
preparing  to  carry  lire  and  fword  into  the  bofom  of 
their  country. 

That  it  excited  and  formed  a  concert  of  princes 
againft  the  independence  and  liberty  of  France. 

That  the  king  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  in  his  of- 
ficial notes  of  the  18th  of  March  and  7th  of  April, 
openly  avowed,  and  refufed  to  renounce  this  concert. 

That  notwithstanding  the  propofal  made  to  him  on 
the  11th  of  March,  to  reduce  on  both  fides  the  troops 
on  the  frontiers  to  a  peace  eftablifhment,  he  continu- 
ed and  increafed  his  hoftile  preparations. 

That  he  infulted  the  fovereignty  of  the  French  na- 
tion, by  presenting  to  it  conditions  as  the  only  terms 
by  which  peace  was  to  be  obtained,  among  which 
was  the  confirmation  of  the  feudal  rights  of  the  Ger- 
man princes,  having  pofTefiions  in  France,  though  the 
French  nation  has  always  continued  to  hold  out  in- 
demnifications to  them. 

Befides  thefe  inftances,  the  French  declaration 
mentions  the  contempt  with  which  the  ultimate  requi- 
fition  of  the  king  was  received,  in  not  condefcending 
to  anfwer  it,  Sec.  The  affembly  declares  folemnly  its 
intention  of  adhering  to  the  principles  of  the  conftitu- 
tion,  in  not  undertaking  any  war  of  conqueft,  and 
hopes  that,  under  the  prefent  provocations,  the  na- 
tions of  Europe  will  not  conflder  the  war  which  they 
are  now  obliged  to  commence  in  defence  of  their  li- 
berties as  an  infringement  of  that  principle. 

Among  the  moft  powerful  motives  which  impelled 
the  politicians  of  France  to  haften  the  commence- 
ment of  hoftilities,  we  mud  certainly  confider  the 
probable  expectation  they  formed  of  a  ready  recep- 
tion and  powerful  fupport  from  the  Belgic  provinces, 
which  had  fo  lately  been  in  a  ftate  of  revolt,  and  were, 
at  this  period,  fcarcely  reconciled  to  the  dominion  of 
Auftria.  The  operations  of  the  campaign  were  pre- 
cipitated alfo  upon  this  account,  and  their  hafty  and 
ill-concerted  meafures  were  attended  w7ith  the  fuccefs 
that  might  reasonably  be  expected.  The  reader  has  al- 
ready 
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ready  anticipated  the  unfortunate  repulfe  from  Tour- 
nay,  and  the  difgraceful  confequences  of  that  event. 

Perhaps  the  fpecific  mode  in  which  the  Auftrians 
were  to  be  attacked,  was  not  much  better  concerted 
than  the  general  plan — Perhaps  it  would  have  been 
moft  conducive  to  fuccels  to  have  united  the  whole 
of  their  raw  undifciplined  troops  under  one  able  ge- 
neral, in  whom  they  could  have  had  a  complete  con- 
fidence, and  to  have  made  one  bold  effort  where  the 
enemy  appeared  moil  vulnerable.     On  the  contrary, 
their  untrained  foldiers  were  parcelled  out  in  fmali 
divifions,  under  commanders  with  whofe  merits  they 
were  little  acquainted,  and  fome  of  whom  were  actu- 
ally fufpe£ted  of  difaffeclion  to  the  popular  caufe.   In 
purfuance  of  this  plan,  the  objecl  of  which  was  to  di- 
vide the  enemy's  forces,  on  the  28th  of  April  three 
parties  of  French  entered  the  Auftrian  Netherlands 
in  different  parts.  A  body  confifting  of  ten  fquadrons 
of  cavalry,  under  the  command  of  M.  Theobald  Dil- 
lon, an  able  and  experienced  officer,  and  a  field  mar- 
fhal,  was  directed  to  march  from  Lille  for  Tournay. 
Another  of  10,000  men,  under  lieutenant  general  Bi- 
ron  (formerly  the  due  de  Biron),  was  to  prefent  itfelf 
before  Mons,  in  order  to  prove  the  difpofitions  of 
the  Auftrian  foldiers,  and  ftill  more  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  country,  from  whom    confiderable   aid 
was  expected;  and  a  third   detachment  of  1,200,  un- 
der  the   command  of  M.    Carl,  was  to  proceed   to 
Fumes.     Valenciennes  was  the  place  of  general  ren- 
dezvous for  the  troops  which  marfhal  Rochambeau 
was  to  draw  from  the   garrifons,  to  fupport  the  body 
under  M.  Biron. 

In  almoft  every  inftance,  the  French  appear  to  have 
had  bad  intelligence,  and  to  have  been  deceived  both 
as  to  the  numbers  and  the  difpofition  of  the  ene- 
my. At  Tournay  M.  Dillon  found  a  ftrong  body 
under  general  count  d'Happencourt  ready  to  receive 
him,  and  ftrongly  polled.  The  national  troops,  not 
yet  accuftomed  to  fuftain  the  fire  of  regular  foldi- 
ers, were  thrown   into  diforder  almoft  on    the   firft 

attack 
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attack.  The  general  made  every  exertion  to  re- 
duce them  to  their  duty,  and  was  obferved  in  the 
front  of  the  line,  exhorting  them  to  keep  their  ranks. 
Unfortunately  in  the  midft  of  the  confufion,  fome 
perfon  actuated  either  by  cowardice  or  treachery, 
exclaimed, — f<  Sauve  qui  peut  \"  and  the  voice  ap- 
peared to  proceed  immediately  from  the  fpot  where 
M.  Dillon  flood.  The  fufpicious  and  irritable  tem- 
per of  the  French  was  initantly  excited ;  a  general 
cry  of  "  Treafon,  trealon,  we  are  betrayed  !"  fpread 
from  rank  to  rank;  the  panic  became  univerfal, 
and  the  whole  party  fled  before  the  purfuers  in  the 
utmofl  diforder,  even  to  the  gates  of  Lifle.  The 
unfortunate  commander,  M.  Dillon,  was  murdered 
almoft  as  foon  as  he  entered  the  city,  and  his  dead 
body  was  torn  to  pieces  by  the  foldiers  and  the 
mob.  Their  favage  fury  had  fcarcely  fatiated  itfelf 
upon  this  victim  of  popular  delufion,  before  a  party 
of  the  royal  Cravate  (a  regiment  of  cavalry)  rufhing 
precipitately  towards  Lifle,  overtook  M.  Berthois,  an 
officer  of  engineers,  beyond  the  Porte  de  Five. 
They  no  fooner  faw  him,  than  fome  of  them  exclaim- 
ed, "  There  goes  another  of  thefe  traitors!"  and  in- 
ftantly  fell  upon  the  unhappy  gentleman,  who,  after 
receiving  feveral  fhots,  fell  from  his  horfe  ;  and  the 
body  being  fufpended  from  a  lamp-iron,  every  foldi- 
er  in  the  party  difcharged  his  piece  at  it  as  he  pafTed. 
It  was  alfo  faid,  that  M.  Chaumont,  aid  de  camp  to  ge- 
neral Dillon,  a  priefl  under  the  fufpicion  of  being  a 
fpy,  and  fourTyrolefe  prifoners,  were  murdered.  It 
however  afterwards  appeared  that  M.  Chaumont  had 
•  only  been  miffing,  having  been  left  for  dead  upon  the 
field  of  battle.  That  one  or  two  perfons  befides  the 
general  and  M.  Berthois,  loft  their  lives  in  the  affray, 
we  are  difpofed  to  believe  ;  but  that  they  could  not 
be  prifoners,  is  certain,  fince  the  truth  is,  that  the  re- 
treat of  the  French  was  fo  precipitate  that  no  prifon- 
ers were  taken.  ^  • 

The  divifion  under  M.    Biron  took  poffeflion  oijjisffll'? 
Quievrain  on  the  29th,  without  oppofition,  and  march- 
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cd  towards  Mons  in  three  columns.  The  general 
reached  Boiiu  without  meeting  any  perion  except 
fome  travellers,  who  informed  him  of  a  grand  mo\e- 
ment  of  the  Auftrians.  At  the  end  of  the  village  of 
BofTu,  he  was  oppofed  by  fome  hulans,  whom  he  dif- 
perfed  by  a  few  difcharges  of  cannon.  As  foon  as 
he  came  in  fight  of  Mons,  he  could  difcover  that  the 
heights  before  the  city  were  occupied  by  a  very  con- 
fiderable  body  of  troops,  advantageoufly  polled,  which 
it  appeared  afterwards,  were  commanded  by  the  ba- 
ron de  Beaulieu.  The  Auftrians,  it  was  evident, 
were  more  numerous  than  the  French,  and  the  gene- 
ral could  difcover  fome  manoeuvres  which  announ- 
ced an  intention  to  turn  his  right.  Thus  fituated, 
M.  Biron  determined  to  wait  the  news  of  the  attack 
towards  Tournay.  About  five  in  the  evening,  how- 
ever, the  enemy  attacked  a  part  of  his  right  wing  at 
the  village  of  Vannes.  The  French  conduBed  them- 
felves  with  great  (kill  and  firmnefs,  and  the  Auftrians 
were  repuifed  with  fome  lofs. 

At  length  M.  Biron  received  information  from 
marfhal  Rochambeau  of  the  defeat  of  general  Dillon, 
and  determined  to  retreat  in  the  morning.  To- 
wards ten  o'clock  at  night  he  faw  the  5th  and  6th  re- 
giments  of  dragoons  mounted  on  horle-back  without 
orders,  and  proceeding  to  the  left  of  the  camp,  where 
they  formed  a  column.  He  purfued  them  alone  and 
unarmed,  but  was  carried  away  with  the  column, 
which  was  in  a  quick  trot,  and  crying  out,  they  were 
betrayed.  In  this  manner  the  general  was  carried 
for  more  than  a  league,  before  he  could  prevail  on 
his  flying  troops  to  obey  him.  He  fucceeded  at 
length,  and  brought  them  all,  except  thirty  or  forty, 
back  to  the  camp :  but  the  deferters  proceeded  on  to 
Valenciennes,  reporting,  that  they  were  betrayed  by 
M.  Biron,  who  had  delerted  to  Mons.  On  the  30th 
at  day-break  M.  Biron  began  his  retreat,  and  arrived 
without  moleftation  at  Quievrain.  Here  he  left  M. 
Fleury  with  a  part  of  the  troops,  and  went  to  conduct 
the  army  to  the  camp  they  had  occupied  before  Qui- 

verechain* 
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verechain.  He  fcarcely,  however  was  arrived  at 
this  place,  before  the  battalion,  of  national  guards, 
who  covered  Qui  ev  rain,  were  dilpofleffed  by  the  hu- 
la  is,  M.  Biron  now  conceived  that  the  only  means 
or'  laving  the  camp  was  to  attack  Quievrain,  which 
he  did  with  the  49th  regiment,  and  carried  it  ;  but 
to  keep  it,  iome  iupport  was  neceffary;  and  the  reft 
of  the  army,  and  the  infantry  in  particular,  were 
fo  exhaufted  with  fatigue,  that  they  were  utterly 
unfit  for  fervice.  The  general  therefore  found 
himfelf  under  the  neceflity  of  abandoning  his  camp 
and  train  to  the  enemy,  and  of  making  a  precipitate 
retreat  to  Valenciennes.  Marfhal  Rochambeau  poll- 
ed himfelf  with  lome  fquadrons  on  the  heights  of  St. 
Sauve  to  favour  the  retreat,  which  was  accomplifhed 
happily  without  a  repetition  of  the  difgraceful  fcene 
which  had  been  acfed  at  Lifle.  The  French  i'uftain- 
ed  a  conliderable  lofs  in  this  expedition,  but  more 
by  hunger  and  fatigue  than  by  the  fword  of  the  ene- 
my. 

The  only  one  of  the  three  parties,  which  fucceeded, 
was  that  under  M.  Carl,  and  which  confiited  of  only 
1400  infantry  and  240  cavalry.  This  fmall  party  pre- 
fented  themlelves  on  the  29th  of  April  before  Furnes, 
and  the  commander  defired  a  conference  with  the 
magistrates  ;  in  the  courfe  of  which,  he  informed 
them,  that  the  French  were  not  come  to  make  war 
on  the  Flemings,  but  to  treat  them  as  friends  and  bro- 
thers. The  magiftrates  offered  to  deliver  up  the 
keys  of  the  gates,  but  this  was  declined.  The  failure 
of  the  general  plan  obliged  M.  Carl  to  retreat  to 
Ghywilde,  and  foon  after  to  Dunkirk,  with  no  other 
fruit  from  his  expedition. 

So  ill  concerted  had  the    meafures  of  the   French  r 

miniftry  been,  that  M.  Rochambeau  complained  that^j/^^2^7: 
<f  the  plan  of  M.  Biron's  expedition  was  publifhed  in  /saui-. 
all  the  journals  before  he  knew  it  officially;"  and  fays, 
in  his  letter  to  the  king,  that  <c  the  minifters,  and  par- 
ticularly the  minifterofwar,  wifhed  to  play  the  whole 
game,  and  made  him  only  a  piece  to  be  moved  about 
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at  will/'  On  this  account,  and  becaufe  he  difapprov- 
ed  of  offenfive  war,  he  deiired  permiflion  to  refign  ; 
and  after  fome  delay,  marfhal  Luckner  was  appointed 
to  the  command  of  the  northern  army  in  his  (lead. 

The  news  of  the  attrocities  committed  at  Lifle  were 
received  at  the  capital  with  a  univerfal  fenfation  of 
a  horror  ;  nor  was  the  army  under  M.  la  Fayette  lefs 
earned  in  expreffing  its  abhorrence,  and  in  demand- 
ing juflice  on  the  murderers.  The  mention  of  this 
army  leads  us  naturally  back  to  the  narative  of  its 
operations.  It  was  a  part  of  the  plan  concerted  in 
the  French  cabinet,  that  all  the  French  troops  mould 
be  in  motion  about  the  fame  time,  and  form,  if  poflible, 
a  general  rendezvous  in  the  centre  of  the  Auftrian 
Netherlands.  Agreeably  to  this  plan,  M.  la  Fayette 
was  to  be  at  Givet  by  the  30th  of  the  month  ;  and 
though  the  orders,  only  reached  him  on  the  24th,  and 
though  he  was  in  moil  refpecls  very  ill  appointed,  he 
was,  by  great  exertions,  enabled  to  provide  feventy- 
eight  pieces  of  cannon  by  the  26th,  and  on  the  lame 
day  difpatched  a  large  body  with  the  convoy  of  artil- 
lery, under  the  command  of  M.  Narbonne,  late  mini- 
fter  of  war,  to  penetrate  by  forced  marches  to  Givet. 
It  was  a  wonderful  inftance  of  activity  in  military 
operations,  that  M.  Narbonne,  with  a  heavy  train  of 
artillery,  performed  a  march  of  fifty-fix  leagues,  over 
ground  generally  bad,  and  which  he  had  not  had  time 
previoufly  to  examine,  in  five  days.  The  reft  of  the 
troops  were  equally  punctual ;  and  after  driving  in 
the  patroles  of  the  enemy  arrived  without  lofs  on  the 
appointed  day.  On  the  ill  of  May  major-general 
Gouvion  took  poft  at  Bouvines,  half  way  to  Namur, 
and  every  thing  appeared  to  confpire  to  crown  this 
expedition  with  fuccefs.  The  failure  of  M.  M.Biron 
and  Dillon,  however,  rendered  it  utterly  fruitlefs, 
though  M.  la  Fayette  continued  to  retain  his  poft, 
and  even  (lowly  to  advance  upon  the  enemy. 

Notwithftanding  the  repulfe  of  the  French  northern 
army,  on  their  attempt  to  penetrate  the  Auftrian  fron- 
tier, it  was  fome  time    before  the  enemy  was   in  a 

condition 
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condition  to  retaliate.  On  the  17th  of  May  a  body 
of  Auftrians,  to  the  amount  of  three  thoufand,  attack- 
ed Bavai,  and  took  the  garrifon,  amounting  to  eigh- 
ty men,  prifoners ;  but  intelligence  was  no  fooner 
brought  of  the  attack,  than  M.  Noailles  with  a  van 
guard  of  cavalry  was  lent  to  the  relief  of  the  town. 
Marfhal  Luckner  in  perfon  accompanied  this  advan- 
ced guard ;  and  marfhal  Rochambeau  followed  to 
fupport  him  with  a  body  of  infantry.  The  expedi- 
tion of  the  Auftrians  was,  however,  only  a  predatory 
excurfion,  and  they  had  retreated  two  hours  before 
the  arrival  of  M.  Luckner,  and  took  with  them  a 
quantity  of  forage,  which,  in  effect,  appeared  to  be 
their  principal  object. 

We  left  the  army  of  M.  la  Fayette  occupying  a 
tract  of  country  from  Givet  to  Bouvines,  and  rather 
gaining  ground  gradually  on  the  enemy.  On  the  22d 
and  23d  of  May,  the  advanced  guard  under  M.  Gou- 
vion  was  employed  in  foraging,  which,  though  attend- 
ed with  fuccefs,  was  alfo  productive  of  confiderable 
fatigue.  On  the  23d  M.  Gouvion  was  attacked 
at  Hamphine,  near  Florennes,  by  a  force,  as  it 
afterwards  appeared,  fuperior  to  his  own,  which 
amounted  to  only  four  thoufand  men.  The  Auftrian 
advanced  guard  were  twice  repulfed ;  but  M.  Gou- 
vion obferving  the  great  fuperiority  of  the  enemy, 
gave  orders  to  difpatch  his  camp  equipage  to  Philip- 
ville ;  and  this  was  affected  with  the  lofs  of  only 
twenty  tents,  which  he  had  not  the  means  of  trans- 
porting. After  this  precaution,  M.  Gouvion  effect- 
ed a  retreat  with  the  utmoft  regularity.  The  French 
in  this  action  had  twenty-four  killed  and  fixty-three 
wounded,  and  loft  three  pieces  of  cannon. 

The  next  aclion  in  which  this  army  was  engaged, 
though  it  was  crowned  with  victory,  was  yet  unfortu- 
nate for  France,  as  it  deprived  the  nation  of  one  of 
its  ableft  generals  and  firmed  patriots.  On  the  11th 
of  June  the  Auftrians  attacked  the  advanced  guard  of 
M.  la  Fayette,  at  Grifelle  near  Maubeuge ;  but  M. 
Gouvion,  who   commanded,  aware  of  their  defign, 
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difpatched  his  camp  equipage  to  Maubeuge,  and  be- 
gan a  retreating  fight,  in  which  his  infantry  was  con- 
fiantly  covered  by  the  hedges,  and  the  enemy's  co- 
lumns fuflered  confiderablv  from  his  cannon.  A 
violent  hurricane  prevented  the  main  body  from  hear- 
ing the  fignals,  but  as  foon  as  the  news  arrived  at 
the  camp  a  confiderable  reinforcement  was  conduct- 
ed by  M.  Narbonne  on  the  flank  of  the  enemy ; 
while  M.  la  Fayette  hirnfelf  advanced  with  the  main 
army.  The  Auftrians  abandoned  the  field,  and  a 
part  of  their  killed  and  wounded,  to  the  French,  who 
purfued  them  more  than  a  league  beyond  the  ground 
of  their  advanced  guard,  which  again  took  pofieflion 
of  its  former  pofL 

In  the  courie  of  the  aftion  the  lieutenant  colonels 
of  the  regiment  of  Cote  d*Or  were  killed;  and  M. 
(jdiwvini  Gouvion,  enraged  that  an  ammunition  cheit  did  not 
come  up  in  time,  went  to  expedite  it  with  an  huiTar, 
towards  a  houfe  not  in  fight  of  the  enemy,  and  there 
by  a  mod  fatal  accident  was  killed  by  a  rolling 
bullet. 

The  delertion  of  the  4th  regiment  of  buffers,  and 
fome  other  foldiers  from  Strafburgh,  ferved  to  raife 
the  hopes  of  the  emigrants  in  favor  of  the  probability 
of  a  counter-revolution.  Their  hopes,  however,  in 
this  inflance  were  ill  founded,  as  it  appears  that  the 
foldiers  had  been  perfuaded,  by  falfe  pretences  of 
their  officers,  and  that  a  confiderable  number,  when 
informed  of  the  delufion,  returned  to  their  duty. 

The  concerns  of  the  war,  and  the  contends  of  party, 
occupied  the  national  aftembly  fo  completely,  that  lit- 
tle was  efTV&ed  in  the  bufinefs  of  legiflation  from  the 
commencement  of  the  year.  The  decree  which  or- 
dered the  burning  of  the  parchments,  writings,  and 
pictures,  relative  to  the  pedigrees  of  the  nobility,  was 
a  further  inflance  of  that  trifling  fpirit,  fo  utterly  dis- 
graceful to  the  legiflature  of  a  great  nation,  which 
they  already  had  frequently  evinced.  A  decree  pafT- 
ed  about  the  fame  period,  for  educating  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  nation  thole  children  who  had  been  fent 
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from  St.  Domingo  to  France,  but  whofe  parents  or 
relations  had  been  dilabled  by  the  troubles  from  re- 
mitting money  for  their  fupport,  was  truly  laudable. 
Some  laws  were  alfo  made  refpecling  the  crime  of  de- 
fertion,  which,  unlefs  we  conhder  them  as  adapted 
entirely  to  the  exigencies  of  the  time,  mud  be  ac- 
counted too  fevere  for  even  the  military  code  of  a 
free  country.  The  decree,  however,  for  the  fup- 
preflion  of  privateering  was  calculated  in  every  view 
to  refleft:  honour  on  a  civilized  nation.  War  is  a 
ftate  fo  naturally  pregnant  with  evil,  as  to  induce  the 
benevolent  mind  to  wifh  for  every  mitigation  of  its 
calamities;  and  the  plunder  of  individuals  is  a  fliame- 
ful  pra6tice,  calculated  entirely  to  pervert  the  morals 
of  a  people,  and  to  render  them  in  every  inftance 
fanguinary  and  ferocious. 

We  have  now  to  report  a  feries  of  tran  factions, 
equally  difgraceful  and  ruinous  to  France.  When 
treating  of  the  flight  of  the  king,  we  intimated  that 
the  kingdom  was  not  in  a  Date  to  bear  a  fecond  revo- 
lution. It  was  impoffible,  in  the  clafh  of  parties,  that 
there  mould  not  be  a  fubverfion  of  order  and  of  pro- 
perty. It  was  impofiible  that  a  new  government,  in 
many  inftances  oppofite  to  all  former  principles, 
fhould  be  eftablifhed  without  the  moft  violent  con- 
vulfion  of  the  whole  ftate.  The  firft  conflitution  was 
a  fufficient  deviation  from  the  habits  and  prejudices 
of  the  French  ;  it  was  as  much  as  could  be  endured; 
and  to  attempt  to  carry  further  the  democratic 
fcheme,  was  to  facrifice  the  liberty  they  had  already 
achieved. 

The  republican  party  thought  differently;  and  they 
did  not  forefee  that  they  mult  themfelves  fhortly  lofe 
the  power  which  they  were  about  to  affume  by  un- 
juftifiable  means,  and  that  men  of  ftill  more  daring 
views  and  difpofitions  would  be  enabled  to  take  the 
lead,  and  to  follow  their  example  in  forcibly  exclud- 
ing them  from  that  authority  which  they  occupied. 
Thefe  were  confequences  which  they  did  not  forefee, 
but  which  they   might  have   anticipated,  had   they 
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ftudied  hiftory  rather  than  metaphyfks,  and  looked 
upon  the  manners  of  mankindTather  than  on  theories 
of  government. 

The  defigns  of  this  party,  almoft  from  the  firft  meet- 
ing of  the  new  affembly,  had  evidently  tended  to  the 
dethroning  of  the  king,  and  the  eftablifhing  of  a  re- 
public. The  Jacobin  clubs  instituted  in  all  the  prin- 
pal  cities  of  the  kingdom,  and  linked  together  by  an 
intimate  correfpondence,  constituted  the  great  engine 
by  which  the  public  fentiment  was  to  be  changed. 
The  prefs  overflowed  with  productions  abufive  of 
royalty  ;  the  private  characters  of  the  reigning  family 
were  publicly  calumniated  ;  the  fincerity  of  the  king's 
acceptance  of  the  constitution  was  questioned;  and 
to  keep  the  public  mind  in  conftant  agitation,  conti- 
nual rumours  were  fpread  of  his  intending  to  quit  the 
kingdom,  and  throw  himfelf  into  the  arms  of  the  hof- 
tile  powers. 

The  afcendancy  of  the  Jacobins  has  been  proved 
already  in  feveral  inftances.  It  was  evinced  in  the 
late  appointment  of  the  miniftry.  On  the  refignation 
of  M.  de  Grave,  which  foon  followed  the  unfortunate 
f  v  ta/n  a^a^r  °f  M.  Dillon,  M.  Servan,  another  violent  Jaco- 
^  bin,  was  added  to   the  miniflry,   which  in  the  begin- 

ning of  May  was  entirely  compofed  of  that  party. 
In  thus  driving  before  the  ftorm,  the  king  a£ted  with 
prudence  and  propriety,  but  he  endeavoured  to  ftem 
it  too  foon.  Perhaps  the  fanguine  temper  of  M.  Du- 
mourier,  and  a  fond  reliance  on  his  own  great  abili- 
ties, might  make  him  the  advifer  of  the  king  in  thefe 
imprudent  meafures ;  perhaps  the  king  might  be  wea- 
ried out  with  the  continued  infults  to  which  he  was 
expofed,  and  might  determine  upon  one  great  and  def- 
perate  effort  to  refume  his  loft  authority.  Be  this  as  it 
may,  it  was  not  long  before  it  was  difcovered,  that 
there  no  longer  exifted  that  harmony  and  confidence 
between  the  members  of  the  cabinet  which  was  effen- 
tial  to  the  public  fafety ;  M.  Dumourier  was  fufpecl- 
ed  of  deferting  his  Jacobin  friends,  and  was  on  moft 
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occafions  in  an  a&ual  minority  with  M.  Lacofte,  the  wca-JuZ 
minifter  of  marine. 

The  republican  party  in  the  mean  time  were  inde- 
fatigable in  exciting  the  fufpicions  and  turbulent  fpi- 
rit  of  the  factious  metropolis.  The  exiftence  of  what 
they  termed  an  Auftrian  committee,  or  a  combination 
of  courtiers  to  betray  the  republic  to  the  houfe  of 
Auftria,  was  publicly  aflerted  ;  and  as  the  ex-minifters 
M.  M.  Montmorin  and  Bertrand  were  charged  with.^rw/w^>v7 
being  at  the  head  of  this  combination,  they  determin-e^^Vra^.* 
ed  on  the  profecution  of  their  calumniators.  An  un- 
fortunate ftep  which  was  taken  by  M.  la  Riviere,  a 
judge  of  the  peace,  in  citing  M.  M.  Chabot,  Bazire, 
and  Merlin,  three  deputies  of  the  affembly,  and 
among  the  mod  clamorous  of  the  detractors  of  M. 
Montmorin,  to  appear  before  him,  rather  injured 
the  caufe  it  was  meant  to  ferve.  A  decree  of  accufa- 
tion  was  pafTed  againft  M.  la  Riviere,  and  M.  M. 
Genfonne  and  BrifTot  undertook  to  prove  the  exift- 
ence of  an  Auftrian  committee. 

As  the  character  of  the  king  was  implicated  in  the 
calumny  refpecling  this  traitorous  combination,  he 
wrote  himfelf  to  the  ailembly,  requefting  that  the 
truth  of  the  report  might  be  fully  inveftigated,  and  if 
deftitute  of  foundation,  that  the  bafe  inventors  of  it 
might  be  brought  to  punifhment — But  fuch  is  the  per- 
verfenefs  of  mankind,  that  this  interference  of  the 
king  was  cenfured  as  unconftitutional,  and  the  appli- 
cation was  heard  only  with  a  murmur  of  difapproba- 
tion.  ^      - 

On  the  22d  of  May,  M.  M.  Genfonne  and  Briffot/^^ 
brought  forward  their  accufation  againft  M.  M.  Mont-^&^^s" 
morin  and  Bertrand ;  but  their  fpeeches  were  more 
replete  with  declamation  than  proof,  and  the  only 
fact  on  which  they  could  reft  was  a  paftage  in  a  letter 
from  M.  Montmorin  to  the  French  minifter  at  Vien- 
na, in  Auguft  1791,  in  which  he  fays,  "  The  belt  men 
in  the  national  affembly  (viz.  Barnave,  Lameth,  Du- 
port,  &c.)  and  thofe  who  have  the  greateft  influence, 
are  now  acting  in  concert  with  the  true  fervants  of 
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the  king,  to  reftore  to  his  majefty  the  authority  ne- 
ceffary  to  carry  on  his  government."  On  the  1  It  and 
2d  of  June,  the  ex-minilters  fubmitted  their  defences 
in  writing  to  the  national  affembly,  who  referred 
them  to  a  committee. 

As  the  rumour  of  the  Auftrian  committee  did  not 
appear  fufficiently  to  aft  upon  the  fears  and  fulpici- 
ons  of  the  multitude,  and  as  there  was  an  aclual  de- 
ficiency of  evidence  on  that  fubje8,  another  expedi- 
ent was  refolved  on  by  the  republican  party,  which 
appeared  better  calculated  to  promote  their  views. 
A  report  was  induftrioufly  circulated,  that  on  the  23d 
of  May  the  king  intended  fecretly  to  abfcond  from. 
Paris ;  and  to  lend  a  colour  to  the  ficlion,  M.  Petion, 
the  mayor,  wrote  to  the  commandant-general  of  the 
national  guard,  communicating  his  fufpicions,  and 
entreating  him  to  employ  every  meafure  of  obferva- 
O tttrn  t'on  an<^  prudence.  The  letter  of  M.  Petion  produ- 
Y  ced  an  immediate  reply  from  the  king,  directed  to  the 

municipality  of  Paris — His  majefty  treats  the  report 
as  a  new  and  horrible  calumny,  intended  only  to  ex- 
cite the  people  to  infurreclion,  and  to  force  him  to 
quit  the  capital — He  however  affures  them,  that  the 
efforts  of  thefe  traitors  fhall  be  in  vain.  <f  While 
France,"  fays  he,  "  has  enemies  to  encounter  at 
home  and  abroad,  it  is  in  the  capital  my  pofl  is  to  be 
eftablifhed.  I  commit  myfelf,"  he  adds,  "  without 
referve,  to  the  citizens  of  Paris  and  the  national 
guard — Surrounded  by  them,  and  ftrong  in  the  puri- 
ty of  my  intentions,  I  fhall  wrap  myfelf  up  in  tran- 
quillity, fearlefs  of  all  events,  Sec." 

M.  Petion  anfwered  the  letter  of  the  king.  He 
mentioned  having  received  information  from  differ- 
ent quarters  refpecling  the  king's  intended  flight,  but 
he  omitted  to  fpecify  the  evidence  on  which  he 
grounded  his  fufpicion.  From  this  circumftance 
therefore  we  are  inclined  to  doubt  the  truth  of  the 
f  report.     That   the   king,  harraffed  as  he  was  by  the 

•    factions  of  the  metropolis,  and  the  intrigues  of  the 
Jacobins,  might  indeed  meditate  a  fecond  flight,  is 

by 
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bv  no  means  improbable  ;  that  even  fuppofing  the 
fufpicion  not  well  founded,  M.  Petion  might  receive 
information  to  that  effect,  either  from  ill-intentioned 
or  credulous  perfons,  is  equally  to  be  believed  ;  but 
in  either  cafe,  the  evidence  on  which  the  fact  reded 
fhould  have  been  brought  forward  ;  the  cafe  fhould 
have  been  elucidated  by  every  poffible  means,  fince 
an  accufation,  unfupported  by  proof,  muft  according 
to  evrery  law  of  evidence  be  deemed  a  calumny. 

The  French  character,  however,  we  have  too  fre- 
quently had  occafion  to  intimate,  is  particularly  prone 
to  be  acted  upon  by  jealoufy  and  fufpicion.  Not- 
vithftanding  the  defect  of  evidence  which  we  have 
juft  noticed,  the  king's  intention  to  withdraw  himfelf 
appears  to  have  obtained  fome  degree  of  credit;  and 
as  the  body  guard,  which  had  been  allotted  to  the  king, 
by  the  constitution,  was  particularly  fufpecled  of  inci- 
vifmy  it  was  difbanded  by  a  decree  of  the  afTembly  on 
the  30th  of  May,  and  the  province  of  defending  the 
perfon  of  the  king  was  committed  to  the  national 
guard  of  Paris.  A  decree  of  accufation  was  alfo 
paffed  againft  the  commandant  M.  BrifTac.  At  the 
fame  fitting  two  of  the  deputies  attached  to  the 
court,  M.  M.  Frondiere  and  Calve,  were  committed 
prifoners  to  the  Abbey,  on  a  charge  of  infolent  con- 
duel  towards  the  ailemblv. 

The  refufal  of  the  king  to  fancYion  the  decree 
againft  the  refractory  clergy,  only  ferved  to  provoke 
a  meafure  of  [till  greater  feverity  and  cruelty  againft 
thefe  unhappy  perfons.  On  the  26th  of  May  a  de- 
cree was  paffed,  authorifing  the  banifhment  of  any 
non-juring  prieft,  on  a  petition  prefented  to  the  direc- 
tory of  the  diftrict  by  twenty  citizens.  The  ecclefi- 
aftic  was,  in  fuch  cafe,  to  declare  to  what  foreign 
country  he  meant  to  retire,  when  he  was  to  be  fur- 
nilhed  with  a  paffport,  and  to  quit  the  diftrict  within 
twenty-four  hours.  To  this  decree  alfo  the  king, 
after  fome  deliberation,  affixed  his  veto. 

The  national  guard  of  Paris  did  not  efcape  the 
fufpicions  of  the  republican  party.     They  ftill  feared 

or 
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or  affecled  to  fear  the   Auftrian  committee.     More 
therefore  with  a   view  to  retain  their  power,  and  to 
preferve  that    controul  which    they  had  eftablifhed 
over  the  meafures   of  the  court,  than  to  protect  the 
capital  from  its  external  enemies,  it  was  propofed  on 
the  6th  of  June  by  the  military   committee — "  That  a 
camp  of  twenty  thoufand  men  fhould  be   formed  un- 
der the    wails  of  Paris — that  to    complete  this  levy, 
every  canton  in  the   kingdom   mould  be   obliged  to 
contribute  five  men,  one  of  whom  was  to  be  a  horfe- 
man  ;  and  that  they  were  to  affemble  at  Paris  before 
the  14th  of  July,  the  day  of  the  celebration  of  the  ge- 
neral confederation,  at  which,  to  augment  their  pa- 
ir ioti fin,  they  were  to  affift."     This  propofal,  which 
was  firft    fuggefted  by    the  minifter   of  war,  was   re- 
ceived   with   infinite    diffatisfa&ion   by    the   national 
guard    and  volunteers    of  Paris  ;  and  as  the   object 
ciia  not  efcape  the  penetration  of  the  court,    the  king 
refufed  to  fanciion  the  decree. 

Nearly  about  the  fame  period,  a  propofal  was 
made  to  the  national  alfembly,  by  the  fecfion  of  Croix 
Rouge,  that,  as  the  neceffity  was  urgent  for  arming 
the  whole  nation,  in  the  prefent  critical  moment,  and 
as  the  fcarcity  of  fire-arms,  and  their  immenfe  price, 
rendered  it  impoffible  to  many  patriotic  citizens  to 
obtain  a  fupply,  the  deputation  requefted  the  afTem- 
biy  to  order  an  immediate  fabrication  of  pikes  over 
the  whole  furface  of  the  empire.  It  was  however, 
fome  weeks  before  the  banditti  of  Paris  was  formally 
.  armed,  in  this  manner,  by  a  decree  of  the  aflembly — 
a  decree  which  mufl  ever  be  regretted  as  fatal  to  the 
caufe  of  liberty. 

Whether  driven  to  defperation,  or  encouraged  by 
the  fupport  which  he  experienced  from  fome  of  the 
mod  refpeclable  characters,  and  particularly  from  M. 
la  Fayette,  is  uncertain;  but  the  king  feemed  now 
determined  fpiritedly  to  vindicate  his  authority  againfl 

J  opponents.  The  event  proved  that  this  refolu- 
tion  was  prematurely  taken.  He  fhould  have  per- 
mitted his  more  violent  adverfaries  more  completely 

to 
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to  expofe  themfelves ;  he  might  even  perhaps  have 
made  a  feleclion  from  thofe  who  were  not  the  mod 
favourably  difpofed  to  the  court,  and,  by  friendly 
and  ingenuous  conduct,  might  have  convinced  them 
of  the  fincerity  of  his  intentions,  and  might  have 
made  the  beft  ufe  of  their  influence  with  the  people. 
The  minifter  Roland  was  perhaps  of  this  de  fc  rip  t  io  n  ;5?  <*-&**-?  c^ 
and  as  he  carried  with  him  to  retirement  the  regret 
of  many  unimpeachable  characters,  we  can  only  be- 
lieve that  he  was  himfelf  deceived  with  refpeft:  to 
the  intentions  of  the  king,  or  that  the  monarch  did 
not,  at  leaft,  a6l  that  Readily  upright  part  which  the 
exigences  of  the  times  required. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  muft  not  be  denied  that  a 
numerous  and  active  party,  including  fome  men  of 
brilliant  talents,  though  we  think  not  of  the  foundefl 
underftanding,  were  determined  on  a  republic ;  and 
they  do  not  leem  to  have  hefitated  much  about  the 
means  of  accomplishing  their  purpofe.  It  may  there- 
fore be  doubted  whether,  if  the  king  had  temporized, 
the  ftorm  could  have  been  averted.  But  however 
this  may  be,  it  certainly  was  the  only  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding that  could  afford  him  a  chance:  this  mode 
was  (we  think  imprudently)  rejected,  and  the  king  un- 
fheathed  the  fword  on  the  12th  of  June,  when  he  an- 
nounced to  the  aflembly  the  difmiflion  of  the  Jacobin 
miniftry,  M.  M.  Servan,  Claviere,  and  Roland. — M. 
Dumourier  was  appointed  minifter  of  war,  and  was  to 
be  fucceeded  in  the  foreign  department  by  the  French  n 
envoy  at  Deux  Ponts;  M.  Mourges  fucceeded  M.  Ro-*^^ 

•  A' 

land,  and  M.  Naillac  was  fome  time  after  appointed^// 
minifter  of  finance. 

Previous  to  his  difmiflion,  M.  Roland  had  written 
a  letter  to  the  king  which  he  afterwards  publifhed — 
the  purport  of  which  was,  to  prefs  him  to  fanclion  the 
decrees  concerning  the  banifhment  of  the  refra&ory 
clergy,  and  the  camp  near  Paris.  M.  Roland  alfo 
blamed  the  conducl  of  the  king's  guard,  and  repre- 
fented  to  him  that  his  proclamation,  on  its  diflblution, 
in  which  he  exprefled  the  high  fatisfa&ion  he  had  de- 
rived 
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rived  from  its  fervices,  was  an  impolitic  meafure. 
As  a  private  communication  to  the  king,  the  letter 
of  M.  Roland  might  be  calculated  to  do  good  ;  but 
he  ought  not  to  have  publifhed  it. 

In  the  mean  time  every  means  were  employed  to 
render  the  king  odious  in  the  eyes  of  the  people.  An 
m  riff  fit  infamous  incendiary  of  the  name  of  Marat  had  even 
exhorted  the  populace  to  murder  their  fovereign. 
Every  thing  on  that  fide  was  permitted  with  impunity,, 
and  every  thing  on  the  other  fupprelfed  or  profecut- 
ed.  The  moil  feditious  addrefies  were  received  by 
the  afiembly.  The  inhabitants  of  the  fuburb  of  St. 
Antoine,  accompanied  by  immenfe  crowds  of  the 
lower  rank  from  all  parts,  and  all  armed  with  pikes, 
iarntlrv1?2Lri(^  neaded  by  a  M.  Santerre,  a  brewer,  on  the  9th 
of  June,  preiented  to  the  affembly  an  addrefs,  con- 
gratulatory on  the  decree  for  the  camp;  and  twenty 
thouland  armed  men,  in  dire£t  violation  of  the  laws, 
filed  off  through  the  aifembly. 

It  was  impofTible  that  men  of  reflection  fhould  not 
forefee  the  natural  confequences  of  fuch  proceedings; 
it  was  impoffible  that  men  of  virtue  fhould  not  feel 
indignant  at  fuch  open  violations  of  every  good  and 
found  principle.  M.  la  Fayette,  with  more  honefty 
perhaps  than  prudence,  ftepped  forward  on  this  occa- 
sion. He  wrote  a  long  letter  to  the  afiembly,  dated 
from  the  camp  of  Maubeuge,  the  16th  of  June,  in 
which  he  draws  a  very  formidable  picture  of  the  dan- 
gerous fituation  in  which  the  nation  was  placed  by 
the  attempts  of  its  enemies,  foreign  and  domeftic  ; 
he  unveils  the  criminal  defigns  of  the  Jacobin  club, 
and  attributes  to  that  (ource  of  fa&ion  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  public  calamities  :  he,  at  the  fame  time 
addrefTed  a  letter  to  the  king  expreffive  of  fimilar 
fentiments.  If  M.  la  Fayette  was  not  well  affured. 
that  the  fentiments  of  his  army  concurred  with  the 
tenor  of  thefe  letters,  he  fhould  not  have  written 
them  ;  if  he  wras  certain  of  the  fupport  of  the  military, 
he  mould  have  marched  to  Paris,  and  difperfed  the 

traitors. 

The 
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The  fituationof  minifters  now  became  too  danger- 
ous to  be  any  longer  defirable.  The  politic  Dumou- 
rier  wifhed  to  retrieve  a  portion  of  his  loft  popularity, 
and  again  attempted  to  court  the  favour  of  the  Jaco- 
bins. He  made  a  pofitive  demand  of  the  king,  ei- 
ther to  fanftion  the  decree  for  the  camp  near  Paris, 
or  to  accept  his  refignation.  The  king  remained 
fteady  to  his  purpofe,  and  the  minifter  refigned,  and 
was  followed  by  M.  M.  Morgues,  La  Cofte,  &c.  On 
the  18th  of  June,  a  new  appointment  took  place; 
major-general  Chambon  was  appointed  to  the  office 
of  foreign  affairs,  M.  Lajard,  minifter  of  war,  and  M. 
Montciel,  prefident  of  the  department  of  Jura,  was 
appointed  minifter  of  the  interior;  the  department  of 
finance  was  ftill  kept  vacant.  M.  Dumourier,  in  a 
letter  to  the  aflembly,  requefted  permiffion  to  repair 
to  the  army,  and  concluded  by  wifhing  that  the  fate 
of  Gouvion  might  fpeedily  demonftrate  his  attach- 
ment to  his  country. 

The  agitation  produced  by  the  letter  of  La  Fayette, 
and  the  avowed  determination  of  the  banditti  of  St. 
Antoine  to  prefent  an  addrefs  to  the  king,  demanding 
the  fan6tion  of  the  obnoxious  decrees,  the  threats  of 
the  difaffecled,  that  they  would  plant  as  the  tree  of 
liberty,  "  an  afpin  in  the  garden  of  the  Tuilleries," 
prepared  the  minds  of  the  citizens  of  Paris  for  fome  + 
great  event.  On  Monday  the  18th  of  June,  the  Ja-/#.'i**ix/ 
cobin  club  declared  their  fittings  permanent.  Their 
meeting  was  tumultuous  and  outrageous  in  the  high- 
eft  degree.  They  propofed  that  M.  La  Fayette 
fhould  be  fent  to  Orleans  as  a  traitor;  and  others 
wifhed  a  decree  to  be  paffed  denouncing  him  an  ene- 
my to  France,  and  inviting  all  good  patriots  to  mur- 
der him.  While  fuch  were  the  debates  within  doors 
at  the  hall  of  the  Jacobins,  their  emifTaries  without 
were  bufily  employed  in  exciting  the  people  to  infur- 
rection,   and  it  is   to  be  lamented  that  their  endea-  ^ 

vours  were  but  too  fuccefsful.     On  the  20th  of  June,  to.''"**** 
in  the  morning,  M.  Raederer,  the  procureur  general 
fyndic,  appeared  at  the  bar  of  the  national  aflembly, 

and 
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and  informed  them,  that,  contrary  to  the  laws,  there 
exifted  in  the  city  and  fuburbs  the  mod  formidable 
affociation  of  armed  men;  that  they  threatened  to 
proceed  to  the  Tuilleries,  to  prefent  a  petition  in 
arms,  both  to  the  king  and  the  aifembly.  He  en- 
treated the  legiflature  not  to  receive  them,  but  to  pre- 
ferve  the  laws  and  the  conftitution  inviolate. 

While  the  aifembly  was  debating  whether  this  un- 
constitutional deputation  mould  be  received  or  not, 
an  immenfe  multitude,  with  M.  M.  St.  Huruge  and 
Santerre  at  their  head,  prelented  themfelves  before 
the  hall.  They  amounted,  by  their  own  report,  to 
8000 ;  but  in  all  probability  they  were  ftill  more  nu- 
merous. They  confided  of  all  the  refufe  of  Paris,  a 
large  proportion  of  them  women,  and  carried  ftand- 
ards  expreffive  of  the  molt  feditious  purpofes,  one  of 
which  was  a  heart  at  the  end  of  a  pike,  with  an  in- 
fcription  beneath  it,  cceur  d'un  arijlo crate.  After  a 
tumultuous  debate,  they  were  admitted.  The  orator, 
at  the  head  of  the  deputation,  indulged  in  a  long  and 
violent  fpeech  againft  the  king,  and  the  whole  con- 
duel  of  the  court;  and,  as  foon  as  he  had  concluded, 
the  whole  party  marched  through  the  hall — The  pro- 
ceflion  lafted  two  hours;  and  in  the  end,  M.  Santerre 
prefented  the  prefident  with  a  banner,  in  return  for 
the  honour  conferred  on  the  inhabitants  of  St.  An- 
toine. 

In  the  mean  time  an  immenfe  crowd  had  collected 
round  the  palace  and  the  garden  of  the  Tuilleries. 
There  was,  however,  a  fufficient  force  of  troops  of 
the  line  and  of  national  guards  in  the  palace  to  have 
defended  it  againft  every  attack  ;  but  a  refpecl  for 
the  lives  of  the  deluded  multitude  induced  the  king 
to  forbear  repelling  force  by  force.  At  four  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  the  mob  amounted  to  about  40,000, 
and  the  gates  of  the  Tuilleries  were  thrown  open  to 
them.  At  the  moment  of  their  entrance,  the  royal 
family  was  at  dinner;  and  on  their  attempting  to 
break  open  the  door  of  the  apartment  where  the 
king  was,  he  rofe  to  prevent  the  guards  from  making 

re  fi  fiance, 
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refinance,  and  (aid  calmly,  H  I  will  go  to  them,  I 
will  prevent  them  from  breaking  the  door."  On 
the  inltant  that  it  opened,  a  pike  which  had  been 
thru  ft  againft  it  to  force  it  open,  would  have  killed 
the  king,  but  a  chaffeur  turned  the  weapon  afide  with 
his  hand.  One  of  the  mob  now  advanced,  and  infill- 
ed upon  the  king's  wearing  the  red  cap,  which  was  the 
enfignofthe  Jacobins;  and  another  prefented  him 
a  bottle,  and  defired  him  to  drink  the  health  of  the 
nation.  Some  of  the  attendants  offered  to  bring  a 
glafs ;  but  the  fovereign  refufed  the  offer,  and  imme- 
diately drank  out  of  the  bottle. 

It  would  be  an  unpleafing  tails,  to  detail  the  indig- 
nities which  were  offered  to  the  unfortunate  monarch, 
or  the  torrents  of  abufe  which  he  fubmitted  patiently 
to  hear.  The  "mayor  of  Paris  was  unaccountably  ab- 
fent  during  the  greater  part  of  thefe  dilgraceful  fcenes. 
He  at  length  arrived;  he  exhorted  the  mob  to  pre- 
serve moderation,  and  affured  the  king  that  he  had 
nothing  to  fear — "  The  man,"  replied  the  monarch, 
"  who  has  a  clear  confcience,  fears  nothing;"  and, 
taking  the  hand  of  a  grenadier  who  flood  by  him,  he 
applied  it  to  his  breaft,  and  laid,  "  There,  friend,  feel 
my  heart  whether  it  beats  quicker  than  ufual." 

To  the  inceflant  demands  of  the  populace,  the  king 
replied,  that  it  was  his  firm  intention  to  preferve  the 
conftitution  ;  and  to  the  torrents  of  abufe,  and  the 
repeated  threats  againft  his  life,  he  anfwered  in  a  pa- 
thetic tone — "  A'las!  if  my  life  could  fecure  the  good 
of  my  country,  how  willingly  would  I  offer  it  as  a  Sa- 
crifice !" 

The  approach  of  night  delivered  the  king  from  this 
dreadful  perfecution;  the  mayor  embraced  the  op- 
portunity to  perfuade  the  people  to  difperfe,  and  be- 
tween eight  and  nine  o'clock  the  palace  was  cleared 
of  thefe  unwelcome  intruders.  #       ^_ 

During  the  whole  of  the  tumult,   the  princefs   Eli-#£w.-o«-^T 
zabeth  continued  clofe  by  the  fide  of  her  brother,  as 
if  (lie  was  born  to  be  the  victim  of  her  generous  af- 
fection, and  to  partake  in  all  his  unmerited  diigra- 

E  ces 
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ces  and  misfortunes.  On  the  firft  breaking  in  of  the 
rabble,  the  queen  fainted,  and  with  her  children,  was 
accidentally  feparated  from  his  majefty,  and  convey- 
ed to  the  apartments  of  the  king's  phyfician.  As  foon 
as  (he  recovered,  in  her  deftraction  fhe  attempted  to 
penetrate  to  the  king;  but  was  flopped  in  her  way 
thither,  by  the  mob  breaking  into  the  council-cham- 
ber. Fortunately  M.  Lajard,  the  minifter  at  war, 
and  general  W  ittinghoff  had  retired  to  the  fame  fpot. 
M.  Lajard  formed  a  kind  of  rampart  of  the  great 
council  table,  which  he  placed  againft  the  door,  with 
a  double  row  of  national  guards  before  it.  Behind 
the  table  flood  the  queen  with  her  children,  the  prin- 

/  &aj£lt  cc^s  ^e  ^amDa^ei  and  fome  other  ladies.  In  this  fi- 
tuation  (he  remained  the  whole  time,  condemned  to 
hear  the  mod  indecent  reproaches,  and  the  fouled 
imprecations,  from  the  meaneft  and  moil  depraved  of 
her  lex. 

On  the  firft  entrance  of  the  mob  into  the  palace, 
a  deputation  was  fent  from  the  national  aflembly, 
with  orders  to  exert  themfelves  for  the  prefervation 
of  peace;  and  during  the  courfe  of  the  tumult,  this 
deputation  was  renewed  three  times. 

The  events  of  the  20th  of  June  were  a  plain  pre- 
lude to  the  downfall  of  monarchy,  and,  we  may  add, 
of  all  government  in  France;  and  men  of  reflection 
forefaw  many  of  thofe  evils  which  have  fince  happen- 
ed to  this  devoted  country.  From  this  moment  all 
refpecl  to  authority,  all  order  and  fubordination  ceaf- 
ed  ;  a  momentary  fhame  indeed  appeared  at  firft  in  the 
Parifians,  and  the  directory  of  the  department,  which 
was  compofed  of  fome  of  the  mod  refpeclable  perfons 
in  the  kingdom,  at  the  head  of  whom  was  M.  Roche- 
foucault,  and  the  former  bifhop  of  Autun,  M.  Tal- 
leyrand, determined  to  take  every  ftep  for  preventing 
the  repetition  of  fimilar  outrages.  The  conduct  of 
M.  Petion  on  the  occafion  could  not  be  viewed  with- 
out fufpicion.  One  of  the  firft  fteps  of  the  department 
therefore  was  to  publifn  a  declaration,  <f  That  the 
events  of  the  20th  could  not  have  taken  place,  if  the 

laws 
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laws  in  being,  and  particularly  thofe  relating  to  the 
public  force,  had  been  better  known  to  the  citizens, 
and  better  obferved  by  the  magiftratcs  charged  with 
the  execution  of  them."  To  this  declaration  M.  Pe- 
tion  publifhed  a  very  voluminefs  anfwer,  calling  up- 
on them  to  commence  a  profecution,  and  proteiting 
his  innocence  in  general  terms.  The  department 
next  publifhed  an  advertifement  to  the  people  of 
Paris,  exhorting  them  to  peace  and  fubordination, 
and  intimating  that  there  exifted  a  fecret  connexion 
between  the  external  and  the  internal  foes  of  the  pub- 
lic tranquillity.  At  the  fame  time  a  petition  to  the 
national  afTembly,  complaining  in  very  ftrong  terms 
of  the  outrages  of  the  20th,  was  figned  by  the  mod  re- 
fpeclable  of  the  inhabitants  ;  and  feveral  addreffes 
were  received  from  different  departments,  to  the 
fame  effecl. 

As  the  infolence  of  the  Jacobins  had  increafed  to 
an  intolerable  excefs  fince  the  affair  of  the  20th,  and 
as  their  violence  had  been  principally  directed  againft 
M.  la  Fayette,  that  general  conceived  it  expedient 
to  prefent  himfelf  at  the  bar  of  the  national  afTem- 
bly. He  no  fooner  arrived  at  his  hotel,  than  he 
was  waited  upon  by  feveral  battallions  of  the  national 
guards.  A  tree  of  liberty,  ornamented  with  enfigns 
and  cockades,  was  planted  before  his  door,  and  every 
circumftance  evinced  the  return  of  affeclion  in  the 
people  to  their  former  friend  and  benefaclor.  He 
appeared  at  the  bar,  with  that  confidence  and  dig- 
nity which  integrity  alone  can  give.  He  affign- 
ed  as  a  reafon  for  his  appearance  among  them,  the 
fhame  and  indignation  of  the  army  at  the  outrages 
of  the  20th,  which  he  faid  muft  have  increafed  to 
an  alarming  degree,  had  he  not  thought  it  his  du- 
ty to  moderate  their  refentment  againft  the  facti- 
ons of  Paris,  by  affuring  them  that  he  would  ap- 
pear alone  before  the  reprefentatives  of  the  nation, 
and  demand  in  their  name,  that  order,  obedience, 
and  refpe6t  for  the  laws  fhould  be  reftored.  He 
avowed  his  letter  of  the  16th,  entreated  the  affembly 

to 
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to  come  forward  and  fave  the  country  from  ruin,  by 
diffolving  the  factious  clubs,  and  inflicting  exempla- 
ry punifhment  on  the  promoters  of  the  late  difgrace- 
ful  riots. 

Notwithstanding  the  apparent  gallantry  of  M.  la 
Fayette's  conducl  on  this  occaiion,  we  cannot  help 
cenfuring  it  as  unwife.  If,  we  mud  repeat,  the  fenti- 
merits  or  the  army  were  really  fuch  as  he  reprefented 
them,  he  ought  to  have  taken  advantage  of  them, 
and  to  have  reitored  peace  and  liberty  to  his  coun- 
try, by  marching  to  Paris,  by  punifhing  the  movers 
and  abettors  of  faclion,  by  annihilating  completely 
the  jacobin  clubs,  by  removing  the  legiflature  from 
the  difgraceful  influence  of  the  Paris  mob,  and  by 
diffolving  the  prefent  affembly,  into  which  too  many 
perfons  of  defperate  fortunes  and  unconftitutional  dc- 
fisns  had  unfortunately  obtruded  themfelves.  If 
ever  France  is  to  be  regenerated,  and  a  free  conftitu- 
ticn  given  to  it,  it  mull  be  by  fome  fuch  proceeding. 
Perhaps,  however,  M.  La  Fayette  might  be  miftaken 
in  the  principles  of  his  army ;  and  indeed  the  events  . 
which  have  occurred  fince  the  period  of  which  we  are 
now  treating,  leem  to  indicate  that  the  loyalty  of  the 
foldiery  was  fcarcely  to  be  relied  on. 

The  Jacobins  were  filled  with  confirmation  on 
the  arrival  of  La  Fayette  ;  but  it  ferved  only  to  re- 
double  their  activity  in  rendering  him  odious  to  the 
populace.  The  name  of  Cromwell  was  echoed  from 
every  prefs,  and  their  indefatigable  emiffaries  fuc- 
ceeded  fo  far  with  the  mob,  that  he  was  burnt  in  effi- 
*  gy.      In  the  ailembly  he  was  violently  attacked  by 

U/lfW'fl'  linard,  Guadet  and  fome  others  of  the  anti-conftitu- 
tionalifls,  and  was  defended  in  a  moft  able  and  elo- 
quent fpeech  by  M.  Ramond.  Finding,  however, 
that  no  good  was  to  be  effecled  in  Paris,  M.  la  Fay- 
ette left  that  city  on  the  30th,  and  proceeded  imme- 
diately to  his  army. 

That  the  officers  at  lead  of  both  armies  fincerely 
fympathized  in  the  indignity  offered  to  the  hereditary 
chief  of  the  nation,  is  evident  from  the  letter  of  mar- 

fhal 
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fhal  Luckner  to  the  king,  which  was  communicated 
on  the  29th  to  the  afiembly  by  the  minifter  of  war. 
In  that  letter  the  marfhal  declares  publicly  his  appro- 
bation of  the  conduct  of  M.  La  Fayette,  and  expreff- 
es  in  the  molt  forcible  terms  the  lentiments  of  the 
foldiers  on  the  outrages  of  the  20th.  "  Their  indig- 
nation, fire/'  fays  he,  i(  was  terrible  and  fudden,  and 
the  army  admire  your  courage." 

On  the  fame  day,  the  minifter  of  juftice  communi- 
cated a  plan  which  the  king  propofed  as  a  fubftitute 
for  the  two  decrees  which  he  had  refufed  to  fanclion 
— With  refpect  to  the  protection  of  the  capital,  it  was 
the  propofal  of  the  king  to  levy  forty-two  new  battali- 
ons, to  be  ftationed  not  at  Paris,  but  between  that  ci- 
ty and  the  enemy,  fo  as  to  form  a  fecond  line  behind 
the  army  then  on  the  frontiers;  and  as  to  the  danger 
apprehended  from  the  refractory  prielis,  the  minifter 
allured  the  afiembly,  that  it  was  the  ftricl  intention 
of  the  king  to  enforce  the  execution  of  the  laws 
againft  all  difturbers  of  the  public  peace. 

To  prove  that  the  intentions  of  the  Jacobins  were  not 
what  they  profeffed,  it  has  been  well  remarked,  that  at 
the  period  in  queftion,  the  army  of  La  Favette  amount- 
ed to  only  between  feventeen  and  eighteen  thou- 
fand  effective  men,  and  that  of  Luckner  did  not  exceed 
twenty-three  thoufand.  The  augmentation  propofed 
therefore  was  certainly  inadequate  to  the  protection 
of  the  capital;  and  if  intended  fincerely  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  it  ought  to  have  been  ftationed  nearer  to  the 
frontiers,  and  in  fuch  a  fituation  as  might  enable  it 
to  co-operate  with  the  army  already  commiflioned 
for  the  defence  of  the  country.  Such  a  force,  ftati- 
oned in  or  near  the  metropolis,  would  only  add  to  the 
licentioufnefs  already  praftifed  there — They  muft  re- 
ciprocate in  the  corruption  of  morals  and  difcipline, 
and,  while  they  helped  to  deprave  others,  muft  be  in- 
evitably depraved  in  their  turn. 

The   aiTembly   perfifted  however  in  their  decree,  / 

and  the  federates,  for  that  is  the  name  which  was  be-%?^^*^- 
ftowed  on  thefe  new  levies,  were  invited  by  the  Ja- 
cobins 
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cobins  to  repair  to  Paris  without  any  lawful  authori- 
ty. On  the  lft  of  July,  on  the  motion  of  M.  Jean 
de  Brie,  it  was  declared  by  the  aflembly,  "  that  the 
country  was  in  danger."  Ten  other  resolutions  were 
pafled,  ordering  that  all  citizens,  having  been  previ- 
oufly  national  guards,  fhould  be  on  permanent  duty, 
and  every  officer  at  his  poll. 

While  thefe  affairs  were  tranfa£ting  in  the  metro- 
polis, the  armies  of  France  had  made  fome  progrefs 
in  the  Auftrian  Netherlands.  On  the  18th  of  June, 
Courtray  Surrendered  after  a  fhort  refinance  to  the 
arms  of  marfhal  Luckner;  and  about  the  fame  peri- 
od, M.  Carle  took  polfeffion  of  Ypres  and  the  coun- 
try adjacent.  M.  la  Fayette's  army  had  alfo  advanc- 
ed and  gained  pofleffion  of  St.  Ghiflain  and  the  key 
of  Mons.  Marfhal  Luckner  foon  afterwards  enter- 
ed Menin. 

The  triumph  of  the  French,  however,  was  not  of 
y  /J  long  duration.  On  the  6th  of  July,  the  king  announ- 
\q,  <h^\  cecj  to  trie  aflembly,  that  one  enemy  more  was  added 
to  the  confederation  asainft  French  liberty — That 
f+ufUci  the  infidious  conducl  of  the  king  of  Pruflia  had  long 
indicated  hoflile  intentions,  and  that  he  was  now  in 
the  a6l  of  marching  52,000  men  to  co-operate  with 
the  king  of  Hungary.  About  the  fame  period,  the 
affembly  received  advices  from  marfhal  Luckner, 
fignifying,  that  the  numbers  of  the  enemy  were  fuch, 
that  it  was  impofhble  for  him  to  proceed  farther  into 
the  territories  of  AufTria,  without  the  rifle  of  being 
cut  off  from  a  communication  with  the  army  of  M. 
la  Fayette ;  that  the  Pruffians  and  Auftrians  were 
bearing  down  upon  him  in  two  columns;  that  in  con- 
fequence  of  thefe  circumftances  he  had  ordered  his 
camp  to  be  raifed,  and  was  himfelf  retiring  towards 
Valenciennes,  and  M.  la  Fayette  towards  Givet.  A 
iubfequent  difpatch  announced  the  aclual  retreat  of 
the  armies,  and  that  in  breaking  up  the  camp  of 
Courtray,  fome  of  the  enemy  having  got  poffefTion  of 
the  fuburbs,  they  had  fired  upon  field-marfhal  Jarry, 
who,   to  prevent  the  repetition  of  iimilar  outrages, 

had 
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had  fet  fire  to  the  fuburb  and  confumed  feveral 
houfes.  The  conduct,  of  M.  Jarry  was  conlidered  as 
difgraceful  and  injurious  to  the  caufe  of  France,  and 
he  was,  in  confequence  of  it,  afterwards  dilmiffed 
from  his  command. 

The  motives  which  induced  the  victorious  generals 
to  abandon  thus  haftily  the  Netherlands,  have  never 
been  completely  explained.  Soon  after  the  appoint- 
ment of  marfhal  Luckner  to  the  northern  army,  it 
was  generally  underitood  that  the  plan  and  operati- 
ons of  the  campaign  were  entirely  left  to  the  gene- 
rals themfelves;  and  yet  it  has  fince  been  infinuated, 
and  in  part  confirmed  by  fome  expreflions  which  had 
fallen  from  M.  Luckner  himfelf,  that  they  retreated 
only  by  the  exprefs  orders  of  the  court.  Should  this 
have  been  reallv  the  cafe,  it  forms  indeed  an  article 
of  charge  againft  the  unfortunate  monarch,  which  it 
will  not  be  eafy  to  extenuate ;  and  would  almoft 
prove  the  exigence  of  a  confpiracy  in  the  court,  mod 
fatal  to  the  liberties  of  the  nation.  The  facl,  howe- 
ver, has  not  yet  been  eftablifhed  upon  competent 
evidence. 

On  the  5th  of  July,  the  king  informed  the  affem- 
bly  of  his  intention  to  celebrate  the  approaching  an- 
niverfary  of  the  confederation.  He  expreffed  his 
hopes  that  this  feftival  would  more  ftrongly  cement 
all  good  patriots  in  their  country's  caufe,  and  difap- 
point  the  attempts  of  the  factious.  On  the  following  ,.  f- 
day  the  directory  of  the  department  of  Paris,  after  a~  ^^^ 
long  fitting,  pronounced  the  fufpenfion  of  M.  Petion 
from  the  office  of  mayor,  and  of  M.  Manuel,  the  pro- 
cureur  of  the  commune.  The  federates  about  this 
period  arrived  at  Paris  in  confiderable  numbers, 
while  every  circumftance  announced  the  agitation 
of  the  public  mind. 

The  extreme  points  on  which  the  two  parties  diffe-  fcc/re^™^ 
red,  were  that  of  pure  democracy  on  the  one   part, 
and  the  inftitution  of  an  upper  chamber,   fimilar  to 
the  Britifh  houfe  of  peers,   on  the  other.     Such  an 
inftitution,  as  a  remnant  of  ariftocracy,  was  regarded 

by 
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by  the  French  with  almoft  as  much  abhorrence  as  ab- 
solute monarchy  itfelf;  while  the  eirablifhment  of  ft 

i  was  confidered  as  the  great  objeel  with  the  court,  as 

a  preliminary  ftep  to  the  annihilation  of  liberty.  The 
middle  party  was  (lill  numerous;  and  it  was  judged 
that  there  were  many  who  might  fecretly  incline  ei- 
ther to  the  court  or  the  republicans,  who  yet  would 
be  well  difpofed  to  facrifice  fomething  of  their  preju- 
dices to  the  prefervation  of  peace  and  order.     On  the 

7   yO^   7th  of  July,  at  the  moment  when  M.  BrifTot  had  af- 

'    cended  the  tribune,  to  pronounce  a  difcourfe  on  the 

means  of  fecuring  the  ilate  againfl  all  its  enemies,  M. 

Ja/yn  ^-tirfeALamourette,  the  patriotic  bifiiop  of  Lyons,  requeued 
to  be  heard  for  a  few  minutes.  He  expatiated  on 
the  neceflky  of  union,  and  moft  particularly  among 
the  members  of  the  national  afiembly.  "  Let  us 
make,"  faid  he,  "  a  folemn  facrifice  of  our  paflions 
and  our  prejudices,  on  the  altar  of  our  country;  let 
us  give  a  great  example  to  Europe,  and  infpire  our 
enemies  with  terror;  there  is  nothing  incompatible 
but  vice  and  virtue.  I  move  that  the  prefident  put 
a  queftion,  in  thefe  terms — Let  all  who  hold  in  equal 
deteftation  a  republic  and  two  chambers,  and  who 
wifh  to  maintain  the  conilitution  as  it  is,  rife !" 

The  words  were  fcarcely  pronounced,  when  the 
whole  affembly  by  an  inftantaneous  impulfe,  rofe  from 
their  feats — The  two  parties  advanced  and  embraced 
each  other,  and  lolemnly  protefted  their  adherence 
to  the  conilitution.  A  deputation  with  the  bifhop  of 
Lyons  at  their  head  was  immediately  appointed  to 
convey  the  joyful  intelligence  to  the  king  ;  and  the 
adminiftrative  bodies  were  charged  to  communicate 
it  without  lofs  of  time  to  the  citizens. 

The  Bifhop  of  Lyons,  on  returning  from  his  depu- 
tation, informed  the  affembly  of  the  latisfa&ion  which 
the  king  had  teftified  on  being  informed  of  what  had 
paffed.  He  had  however  fcarcely  finifhed,  when  the 
approach  of  the  king  was  announced.  He  was  re- 
ceived with  loud  and  reiterated  applaufes.  He  was 
accompanied  by  his  mini  Iters,  and   placed   himfelf 

without 
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without  ceremony  befide  the  prefident.     He  add  re  fl- 
ed the  aflembly  : 

Cf  Genjlemen, 

No  fpe&acle  can  be  more  affecting  to  me  than  that 
general  re-union  of  opinion  and  fentiment  which  has 
now  taken  place.  This  re-union  I  have  long  deli- 
red — at  laft  my  wifh  is  fulfilled  ;  the  nation  and  the 
king  form  only  one.  The  conftitution  will  now  be- 
come that  point  of  union,  around  which  all  French- 
men will  aflemble,  in  order  to  protect  it,  and  the  king 
will  always  fet  them  the  example." 

o  this  the  prefident  replied,  vfT/-       t. c      ; 

jtAcS   f 

"  Sire, 

"  This  memorable  epoch  mud  infpire  with  the 
greateft  pleafure  all  the  friends  of  liberty.  It  is  a 
dreadful  epoch  for  its  enemies — henceforth  the  nation 
is  invincible.  In  vain  tyrants  confpire  againft  li- 
berty/' 

Both  thefe  fpeeches  were  received  with  the  loud- 
en: applaufe.  The  king  made  fome  efforts  to  anfwer, 
but  was  fo  much  affe&ed  that  he  could  only  fay,  in  a 
tone  which  indicated  the  utmofl  emotion,  "  The 
pleafure  that  I  feel  is  delicious."  He  then  retired, 
accompanied  by  a  deputation,  and  the  aflembly  rofe, 
amidft  the  exclamations  of  Vive  la  nation  !  Vive  la 
liberte  !  Vive  le  roi ! 

Thus  ended  this  memorable  feflion;  this  well-meant 
but  fruitlefs  effort  to  reftore  harmony  and  tranquillity. 
It  is  aflerted  to  have  been  the  fpontaneous  acl;  of  the 
bifhop  of  Lyons,  without  any  previous  concert  with 
any  party  whatever.  The  patriotic  and  well  difpo- 
fed  part  of  the  aflembly,  however,  we  may  well  be- 
lieve, cordially  embraced  an  opportunity  fo  favoura- 
ble to  the  demonftration  of  the  purity  of  their  inten- 
tions ;  by  molt  of  the  ardent  fpirits  of  both  parties,  it 
was  alfo  earneftly  approved  for  the  moment ;  and  it 
was  calculated  in  every  event  to   have  a  temporary 

F  go©d 
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good  effe£t.  It  afforded  an  opportunity  to  all  who 
were  fond  of  peace  to  diiengage  themfelves  from  the 
trammels  of  party  ;  and  to  this  circumftance  we  may 
in  part  attribute  the  apparent  tranquillity  of  the  day 
of  the  confederation  ;  the  evil  therefore  was  at  lead 
deferred;  and,  had  the  court  either  afted  with  more 
-prudence,  or  the  combined  powers  with  more  juftice 
and  honefty,  the  difientions  that  fo  fatally  divided 
France  might  perhaps  have  been  finally  compofed. 

The  reconciliation  of  the  7th  of  July  was  confider- 
ed  bv  manv  as  in  fome    meafure  intended  as   a  com- 

•  •  •  m    •  r 

promife  of  the  parties,  relative  to  the  affair  of  M.  M. 
Petion  and  Manuel ;  and  indeed  the  king,  the  very 
fame  evening,  wrote  to  the  affembly,  intimating,  that 
though  to  decide  on  their  fate  was  a  part  of  his  con- 
ftitutional  prerogative,  yet  as  the  matter  perfonally 
concerned  him,  he  chofe  rather  to  refer  it  to  the  de- 
termination of  the  affembly.  By  his  own  party  he 
was  much  blamed  for  this  facrifice  of  his  prerogative; 
but  the  aclion  correfponded  well  with  that  love  of 
peace  which  was  fo  congenial  to  his  difpofition  ;  and 
he  was  doubtlefs  wrought  upon  by  the  fcene  in  which 
he  had  been  fo  lately  called  upon  to  a£t :  the  fame 
evening  the  king  announced  that  he  had  appointed 
M.  de  Joly  to  the  home  department. 

Notwithstanding  the  favourable  appearances  of  the 

7th,  it  was  foon  found  that  the  executive  power  had 

entirely  loft  the  confidence  of  the  ruling  party ;  and 

the  clamour  was  fo  great  againft  its  agents  in  the  af- 

,  .     fembly,  that  all  the  minifters  fo  lately  appointed,  ex- 

C  JvXi  cePl  ^*  ^e  J0^>  refigned  on  tne  10th  ;  and  on  their 
notifying  their  refignation  to  the  affembly,  the  mob  in 
the  galleries  had  the  indecency  to  applaud. 

Addreffes  from  the  Jacobin  party  in  different  parts 
of  the  kingdom  crowded  into  the  affembly  in  favour 
of  the  mayor  and  M.  Manuel;  and  the  affembly,  with 
their  ufual  precipitancy,  without  examining  the  proofs, 
and  merely  after  hearing  a  few  florid  fpeeches,  pro- 
(Vfiu  nounced  them  guiltlefs.  M.  Delfau  conjured  the  le- 
giflative  body  to  a&  with  more  dignity  and  delibera- 
tion 
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tion.  He  painted  in  ftrong  colours  the  difgraceful 
outrages  which  were  acted  in  the  Tuilleries  on  the 
20th  of  June.  He  accufed  M.  Petion  of  encourag- 
ing fedition,  and  of  a  want  of  refpecl  for  the  heredi- 
tary reprefentative  of  the  nation.  It  is  with  pain  we 
record  that  the  galleries,  thofe  fatal  galleries,  which 
mall  be  accounted  among  the  prime  movers  of  the 
national  calamities,  as  they  had  before  difcarded  all 
decency  and  order,  now  finiihed  the  outrage  by  de- 
stroying the  freedom  of  debate;  and  M.  Delfau  nar- 
rowly efcaped  from  the  tribune  with  his  life. 

During  the  firft  weeks  of  July,  the  federates  arrived 
in  Paris  in  finall  companies.  They  were  courted  by 
both  parties,  but  molt  afliduoufly  by  the  Jacobins. 
The  number  of  the  federates  prefent,  however,  on  the 
14th  of  July,  is  faid  not  to  have  exceeded  fifteen 
hundred.  That  day,  as  we  have  previoufly  intima- 
ted, pafled  in  tranquillity,  and  the  confederation  was 
celebrated  with  the  ufual  magnificence.  The  con- 
courfe  of  people  affembled  has  been  ftated  at  four 
hundred  thouland.  The  national  aiTembly  met  at 
nine  o'clock,  and  proceeded  to  lay  the  firft  ftone  of 
the  column  of  liberty,  to  be  erected  on  the  ruins  of 
the  Baftille.  Before  this  ceremony  was  concluded, 
the  king  arrived,  preceded  by  a  numerous  detach- 
ment of  horfe,  a  party  of  the  troops  of  the  line,  five 
hundred  national  volunteers,  and  the  Swifs  guards. 
He  was  accompanied  by  the  queen,  madame  Eliza- 
beth, the  prince  and  princefs  royal,  &c.  The  fix 
minifters  walked  by  the  fide  of  the  king's  coach. 

A  palm  tree  overfhadowed  the  altar  of  liberty,  and 
near  it  a  pyramidal  monument  was  erected  to  the  me- 
mory of  thole  who  had  expired  on  the  frontiers,  in 
the  defence  of  their  country.  Between  the  altar  and 
the  Seine  a  poplar  was  planted,  hung  with  efcutche- 
ons,  and  other  remnants  of  heraldic  folly,  which  was 
fet  on  fire  by  the  prieft  who  performed  mafs  at  the 
grand  altar,  in  allufion  to  the  deftruction  of  the  feudal 
fyftem. 

Thougb 
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Though  the  king  was  in  general  well  received,  the 
day  did  not  pals  without  fome  degree  of  mortification 
to  him.     Several  of  the  populace,  armed  with  pikes, 
repeatedly  fhouted,  Vive  Petion  !  Vivent  les  Jacobins, 
a  has  le  department,  a  has  le   veto,   &c.     At  about  fix 
o'clock  the  king  and  the   national  affembly  renewed 
their  oath  to  be  faithful  to  the  coniiitution,  and  the 
royal   family  immediately  afterwards  returned  to  the^ 
Tuilleries.     The  federates  on  this  occalion  behaved 
with  much  order  and  loyalty;  they  appeared  to  join 
cordially   in  the  fhouts  of  Vive  le  roi !  and  fome  are 
even  faid  to  have  teftified  by  their  exclamations  their 
difapprobation  of  the  factions. 

Notwithftanding  the  deceitful  calm  which  the  fpec- 
tacle  of  this  day  exhibited,  notwithftanding  the  lup- 
pofed  reconciliation  of  the  7th,  and  the  reftoration  of 
Petion  and  Manuel,  (till   the   difcerning  part  of  the 
public  faw  that  the  crifis  was  only  deferred,  and  that 
the  fatal  contefl  was  only  ripening  to  maturity.    The 
republicans  have  themfelves  confefTed,  that  the  plan 
for  abolifhing  royalty  was  determined  upon  and  fet- 
/  /  tied  at  leaft  as  early  as  the  29th  of  July;  and  we  may 
M"  U  ^  reafonably  conclude,  from  their  conduct,  that  it  had 
been  for  a  much  longer  period  in  agitation:  on  the 
other  hand,  it  mud  be  allowed,  that  the  ariftocratic 
faclion  was  never  inactive ;  the  plans  were  innume- 
rable which  were  prefented  to   the  king  and  queen 
from  that  quarter;  and  as  the  conftitution  was,  from 
the  objections  which  we  (fated  in  our  former  volume, 
found  to  be  in  fome  meafure  impracticable,  it  is  cer- 
tain that  if  the  king  did  not  wifh  it  entirely  abolifhed, 
he  at  leaft  wifhed  it  to  be  reformed  :  he  felt  himfelf, 
what  he  really  was,  a  mere  cypher  in  the  government, 
and  he  naturally  defired  to  be  fomething  more.     His 
fituation  was   indeed  flill  worfe  than  this;  he  was  a 
cvpher,  with  an  immenfe  weight  of  jefponfibility  at- 
tached to  him  ;  he  was  polled  in  a  place  of  the  great- 
eft  danger,  without  the  advantages  which  ought  to 

accompany  fuch  a  liation. 

One 
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One  of  the  moPt  ferious  evils  which  the  govern- 
ment at  this  crifis  experienced,  was  the  frequent  im- 
peachment and  the  confequent  change  of  minifters ; 
and  it  is  a  fact,  almoft  unparalleled  in  the  annals  of 
any  other  country,  that  France  had  witneffed  no 
fewer  than  twenty-fix  minifters  move  acrofs  the  fagzib  Jhnttfa 
of  public  affairs  in  rapid  fucceffion,  in  the  fhort  fpace 
of  fix  months.  A  few  days  after  the  confederation,  a 
new  adminiftration  was  announced,  which  confided  of 
M.  de  Joly  as  minifter  of  juftice,  M.  St.  Croix  for 
foreign  affairs,  M.  Dubouchage  for  the  navy,  M. 
d'Abancour  minifter  of  war,  M.  Champion  for  the 
home  department,  and  M.  Leroulx  de  la  Ville  for 
that  of  finance.  It  was  fome  time  before  this  ar- 
rangement could  be  fettled,  for  the  office  of  minifter 
was  become  at  this  period  fo  much  the  poll  of  danger, 
that  the  king  was  obliged  to  folicit  many  who  could 
not  be  prevailed  upon  ;  and  thofe  who  did,  accepted 
the  port-folios  of  office  only  on  his  mod  preffing  en- 
treaty. 

On  the  2 2d  of  July,  agreeably  to  a  decree  of  the 
national  affembly,  proclamation  was  made  in  all  the 
fections  of  Paris,  "  that  the  country  was  in  danger/' 
Three  guns  were  fired  from  the  Pont  Neuf  every 
hour,  from  fix  in  the  morning  till  night.  Picturefque 
fcaffolds,  reprefenting  fortifications,  were  erected  in 
different  parts  of  the  city;  on  each  of  them  a  tent 
was  erected,  decorated  wTith  the  national  colours,  in 
which  fat  the  officers  appointed  to  regifter  the  new 
levies  for  the  frontiers,  and  the  camp  to  be  eftablifh- 
ed  at  Soiffons.  The  proclamation  was  made  in  a  fo- 
lemn  manner  by  the  municipal  officers  on  horfeback; 
and  the  whole  ceremony  had  fuch  an  effect  on  the 
minds  of  the  populace,  that  in  a  few  days  feveral 
thoufands  had  enrolled  themfelves.. 

In  the  mean  time  the  federates  arrived  from  all 
parts  in  confiderable  bodies ;  thofe  from  the  fouth- 
ern  provinces  were  the  mod  ferocious,  both  in  con- 
duct and  appearance;  and  from  the  circumftance 
of  the  majority  of  them  coming  from  the  neighbour- 
hood 
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Ai  .f  Ji^-.*, hood  of  Marfeilles,  the  appellation  of  Marfellois  has 
been  almoil  indifcriminately  applied  to  this  deicrip- 
tion  of  volunteers.  They  conhfted  chiefly  of  the 
loweft  and  moft  divlblute  of  the  rabble  from  eve- 
ry part,  many  of  them  immediately  from  the  gallies, 
and  were  in  every  refpecl  well  calculated  to  frater- 
nize with  the  fans  culottes  of  Paris. 

From  the  firft  moment  of  their  arrival,  thev  mani- 
feited  a  lavage  and  turbulent  difpofition.  Innumera- 
ble inftances  are  recorded,  by  the  ariftocratic  writers, 
of  their  ferocity  ;  fome  undoubtedly  fabulous,  but  too 
many  beyond  the  reach  of  contradiction.  One  of 
their  firft  outrages  was  committed  on  the  perfon  of 
M.  d'Efpremenil,  who  had  rendered  himfelf  fo  fa- 
mous in  the  firft  legiflature  as  the  champion  of  monar- 
chy. He  was  walking  peaceably  on  the  terrace  of 
the  Feuillans,  when  he  was  attacked  by  a  party  of 
thefe  lavages,  and,  after  receiving  fome  very  dange- 
rous wounds,  was  refcued  at  laft  from  deftru&ion  by 
the  courage  and  humanity  of  M.Jonneau,  a  member 
of  the  national  aiTembly,  aflifted  by  four  grenadiers  of 
the  national  guards. 

It  was  not  long  before  the  Marfellois  were  engag- 
ed in  another  riot,  by  wantonly  attacking  a  party  of 
the  national  guards,  who  were  dining  peaceably  to- 
gether under  the  trees  in  the  champs  elijees.  In  this 
conflict  a  grenadier  of  the  national  guards  was  maf- 
facred;  but  the  Marfellois  were  at  this  period  of  too 
much  confequence  to  be  puniihed  by  the  party  in 
power. 

The  refentment  of  the  Jacobins  appeared  for  the 
prefent  to  be  principally  directed  againft  M.  la  Fay- 
ette. The  confiftency  of  this  refpeftable  patriot  had 
mortally  offended  thefe  factious  fpirits ;  they  had 
tempted  him  with  the  higheft  bribes,  and  the  moft 
fplendid  promifes  ;  but  he  proved  inflexibly  attached 
to  the  party  of  the  king,  and  determined  to  fall  with 
the  conftitution.  His  ruin  was  therefore  refolved 
upon  ;  and  the  fpirit  which  he  evinced  in  his  late 
fruitless  journey  to  Paris,  determined  them  to   exert 

themfelves 
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themfelves  to  procure  his  immediate  di (million.  The 
Jacobin  clubs  had  been  occupied  for  weeks  in  de- 
bates on  the  treafon  of  La  Fayette,  and  innumerable 
inflammatory  addrefles  were  prefented  to  the  aifem- 
bly  againft  him. 

The  principal  ground  of  complaint  was  that  of  ha- 
ving quitted  the  army    without  leave;  and  the  firft 
motion    in   the   affembly    on    this    fubjecl  imported, 
"  that  the  minifter  of  war  fhould  be  interrogated  whe- 
ther M.  La  Fayette  had  received  an  order  from  him, 
authorising  his  journey  to  Paris  on  the  28th  of  June." 
This  motion,  however,  when  put   to  the    vote,    was 
rejected  by   a  confiderable   majority  ;  the    Jacobins, 
thus    difappointed,    dill    cheriihed    the    expectation, 
that,  by  keeping  alive  the  public    refentment  againlt 
him,  the    aflembly  might  at   fome    period  be  found 
more  propitious  to  their  wifhes.     The   confederation 
of  his  petition   was    deferred  from   day  to  day,  and 
»    whenever  it  came  under  confideration,  the  moil  vio- 
lent debates  took  place.      In  the  mean  time,    a   new 
circumftance  was   brought  forward   to  inculpate  the 
general.     On  the  21ft  of  July,  after  much  intempe- 
rate language,  M.  Lafource  pledged   himfelf  to  the 
affembly  ff  that  La  Fayette  had  propofed  to  lead  his 
troops  to  the  capital,  and  that  M.   Bureaux  de   Puly 
had  made  the  proportion  to  Marfhal  Luckner."     In 
fupport  of  this  afTertion,  M.  Lafource  appealed  to  the 
teftimony  of  M.  M.  Briffot,  Guadet,  Genfonne,  La- 
marque,  and  Herault,  and  demanded  that  M.  Luck- 
ner  himfelf  fhould  be  cited  to  give  his   evidence  to 
the  fa&s.     The  fpeech  of  M.   Lafource  was  greatly 
applauded  by  the  wretched  mob  in  the  galleries,  while 
M.  Dumoland,  and  every  perfon  who  fpoke  in  favour 
of  the  general,  was  actually  hiffed  down  by  thofe  dif- 
turbers  of  decency  and  order.     In  fupport  of  the  al- 
legation   of  M.    Lafource,  the  following   certificate 
was  laid  on   the  table,  and   the   difcuflion   was   ad- 
journed till  marfhal    Luckner  fhould  have  explained 
himfelf  upon  the  fubjeft.     In  the  mean  time  M.  Bu- 
reaux 
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reaux  de  Pufy,  and  the  other  parties,  were  fummon- 
ed  to  the  bar  of  the  convention. 

CERTIFICATE. 

<f  Some  members  of  the  national  afTembly  having 
had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  M.  the  marechal  Luck- 
ner,  on  the  evening  of  the  17th  of  July,  at  the  houfe  of 
the  bifliop  of  Paris,  and  having  afked  him  if  it  was 
true,  that  it  had  been  propofed  to  him,  on  the  part 
of  M.  la  Fayette,  to  march  to  Paris  with  his  army, 
after  the  event  of  the  20th  of  June — M.  the  marechal 
Luckner  anfwered  in  thefe  terms : — "  I  do  not  deny 
it ;  it  was  M.  Bureaux  de  Pufy  ;  he  who  has  been,  I 
think,  three  times  prefident  of  the  national  aflembly. 
I  replied  to  him,  I  (hall  never  lead  the  army  I  com- 
mand but  againft  our  external  enemies.  La  Fayette 
is  at  liberty  to  do  what  he  pleafes ;  but  if  he  marches 
to  Paris,  I  will  march  after  him,  and  I  will  drub  him. 
M.  Bureux  de  Pufy  then  laid  to  me,  But  the  life  of 
the  king  is  in  danger  !  There  is  what  he  faid  to  me; 
and  they  made  me  other  propofals  ftill  more  horrible/ 
"  Such  were  the  exact  expreflions  of  the  marechal 
Luckner,  which  we  heard,  and  which  we  atteft. 

(Signed)  Brissot, 

Gu  adet, 
Genson  n  e, 
Lasource, 
Lamarque, 
Delmas." 
On  the  29th  of  July,  M.  Bureaux  de  Pufy  appear- 
ed at  the  bar,  and  not  only  refuted  on  his  own  ttfti- 
mony   this  atrocious  calumny,  but  produced  actual 
copies  of  the  letters  which   he  carried  to  marechal 
Luckner,    with   the  marechars   anfwers,  and   which 
regarded  only  the  plan  of  the  campaign.    From  thefe 
letters  it  appeared,  that  M.  la  Fayette  had  intimated 
to    marechal    Luckner  his  intention    of  proceeding 
alone  to   Paris,  in   confequence   of  the  atrocities  of 
the  20th  of  June,  and  that  the  marechal  had  objected 

to 
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f.o  it,  folely  on  account  of  the  perfonal  danger  which 
he  would  incur  by  fuch  a  ftep  :  Ms  de  Pufy  depofiteci 
on  the  table  the  private  letters  of  the  generals,  in 
which  the  fentiments  of  both  were  clearly  revealed, 
and  from  which  it  appeared  that  the  former  profefied 
himfelf  in  thefe  terms :  <f  Ever  fince  I  have  breathed, 
I  have  lived  only  for  the  caufe  of  liberty;  I  will  de- 
fend it  to  my  laft  figh  againft  every  fpecies  of  tyran- 
ny." And  that  the  latter,  when  he  had  received  an 
intimation  of  an  intended  denunciation,  wrote  in  thefe 
terms  to  M.  la  Fayette:  "  I  have  been  told  they 
mean  to  denounce  us ;  I  wait  for  more  information, 
but  molt  certainly  I  will  live  in  peace,  or  I  will  give 
up  my  commiflion."  .  After  this  complete  and  fatif- 
faclory  teftimony,  M.  Guadet  obferved,  "  That  he 
mould  not  wonder  if  certain  perfons  prevailed  on  M. 
Luckner  to  recant." 

s  On  the  following  day  a  letter  was  received  from 
M.  la  Fayette  himfelf;  the  contents  of  which  are  as 
follows : 

Longzvi,  July  26th,  Fourth  Year  of  Liberty. 

cc  The  miniiter  for  the  home  department  has  figni- 
fied  to  me  an  act,  of  the  legiilative  body  of  July  21, 
and  the  information  which  fix  of  its  members  have 
figned. 

<f  If  I  were  queftioned  refpe&ing  my  principles,  I 
mould  fay,  that  a  conftant  proclaimer  and  defender 
of  the  rights  of  man,  and  the  fovereigntv  of  the  peo- 
ple, I  have  every  where  and  always  refilled  authori- 
ties which  liberty  difavowed,  and  which  the  national 
will  had  not  delegated  ;  and  that  I  have  every  where 
and  alwavs  obeved  thofe  of  which  a  free  conllitution 
had  determined  the  forms  and  the  limits. 

"  But  I  am  queftioned  refpecling  a  fa£l — Did  I 
propofe  to  marechal  Luckner  to  march  to  Paris  with 
our  armies  ?  To  which  I  anfwer  in  four  words — It  is 
not  true* 

"  L\  Fayette." 
G  The 
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The  letter  of  marechal  Luckner  himfelf  was  not  lefs 
decifive  againft  the  teftimony  of  the  fix  members  of 
the  affembly.  He  denied  in  ftrong  terms  that  ever 
any  propofal  was  made  to  him  for  marching  to  Paris, 
and  lamented  that  any  fuch  conftruclion  fhould  be  put 
upon  a  converfation,  which  it  was  evident  thele  gen- 
tlemen muft  have  mifunderftood.  It  was  indeed 
Something  very  lingular,  and  by  no  means  favourable 
to  their  veracity,  that  they  had  fuffered  the  marechal 
to  depart  from  Paris  without  citing  him  to  the  bar, 
or  demanding  any  explanation  of  lb  extraordinary  a 
converfation. 

The  decifion  upon  the  charges  againft  M.  la  Fay- 
ette was  deferred  to  the  8th  of  Auguft,  when  a  long 
/      .  ~m  and  tumultuous  debate  took  place.     M.  Jean  de  Brie, 
ta»i  cu  -#>**-one  Qf  t}-,e  rnoft    faclious   members  of  the   affembly, 

made  the  report,  which  concluded  by  propofing  a  de- 
cree of  accufation,  and  was  highly  applauded  bv  the 
diferaceful  mob  that  infefted  the  galleries.  He  was 
anfwered  in  a  molt  able  and  eloquent  fpeech  by  M. 
f,yAsli&ni  Vaublanc,  who  was  hiffed  vehemently  by  the  galle- 
ries, but  applauded  by  the  majority  of  the  members: 
at  length  the  motion  for  a  decree  of  accufation  was 
rejected  by  four  hundred  and  fix  voices  againft  two 
hundred  and  twenty  four. 

It  was  evident  from  this  decifion,  that  the  af- 
fembly, weak  and  incompetent  as  it  was,  ftill  pre- 
ferved  fome  fliare  of  decency  in  its  character  and 
proceedings ;  but  the  Jacobins  had  made  their  party 
certain  :  the  mob  were  completely  devoted  to  them, 
and  they  hoped  to  carry  by  their  force  the  boldeft 
nieafures.  Innumerable  addreffes  had  been  prefent- 
cd  to  the  legiflature,  which  contained  the  moft  info- 
lent  and  outrageous  abufe  of  the  king  and  royal  fami- 
ly ;  even  the  conftitution,  which  had  fo  lately  been 
an  ohjeft:  of  adoration  with  the  whole  nation,  was 
openly  reviled  both  within  and  without  the  doors  of 
the  affembly,  and  the  galleries  never  failed  to  teftify 
their  difpleafure  with  their  ufual  indecency.  The  re- 
floration  of  Petion  was  the  fignal  to  the  directory  of 

the 
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the  department  to  refign,  though  their  only  crime  was 
endeavouring  to  rettrain  the  fatal  infanity  of  faction, 
r»nci  to  fupport  a  conititution  they  had  laboured  to 
eildblifh. 

While  we  cannot  but  cenfure  thefe  unwarrantable 
proceedings,  the  fame  principle  of  candour  and  equi- 
ty obliges  us  to  look  to  their  origin,  the  concert  of 
princes  againlt  France.   That  concert  has  been  avow- 
ed by  themfelves,  and  it  could  not  have  been  found- 
ed  in    any  motive  of  virtue  or  good  will  to  France. 
We  have  freely  animadverted  on  the  defects  in  the 
conftitution  eftabliffied  by  the  affembly  in  1791.    The 
great  error  in  that  conititution   was, the   weaknefs  of 
the  executive  government.     But  that   was  not  to  be 
removed  by  external  attack,  or   the   interference  of 
foreigners.    Time,  the  continuance  of  peace,  the  fup- 
poit  of  his  nobility  and  kindred,  who  bafely  forfook 
him  for  the  purpofe  of  gratifying  their  own  private 
resentment,  were  the  only  means  of  reftoring  to  Lou- 
is XVI.  that  realonable  (hare  of  authority  which  was 
likely  to  effect  his  own  and  his  people's  happineis: 
but  we  cannot  fufpeel  the  holtile  fovereigns  of  any 
fuch  benevolent  defign  as  that  of  procuring  for  France 
a  ju(t  and  equal   government:    their  fuccefs,   ihould 
the  conteft  terminate  in  their  favour,  will  explain  their 
defigns ;  it  will  then  appear  whether  or  not  their  im- 
mediate objecf  was  to  take  advantage  of  the  diftrefs 
of  France  to  procure  for  themfelves  what  is  always 
the  foolifh  paffion  of  monarchs,  an  acceflion  of  terri- 
tory. 

Some  time  mult  generally  elapfe  before  the  veil  is 
entirely  removed  from  political  tran factions.  Whe- 
ther there  actually  exilted  or  not  a  connection  and 
correipondence  between  the  holtile  powers  and  the 
court  of  France  ;  whether  the  league  of  Pilnitz  and 
the  inimical  proceedings  of  Auftria  were  either  plan* 
ned  by  the  royal  party  at  home,  or  approved  by  the 
king,  is  at  prefent  involved  in  impenetrable  obfeurity. 
The  affirmative  is  almoft  univerfally  believed  in 
France  ;  but  it  is  believed  on  prefumptive,  and  not 

on 
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on  pofitive  evidence  ;  on  the  other  hand,  the  friends 
or  Louis  have  been  ftrenuous  in  denying  the  charge; 
They  afTert  that  his  perfonal  influence  with  Leopold 
actually  prevented  that  monarch  from  engaging  iri 
hoftilities,  and  that  every  effort  was  made  as  a  fove- 
reign  and  a  brother,  by  the  able  and  trufty  agency  of 
M.  Bigot  de  St.  Croix,  to  induce  the  emigrant  princes 
to  return  to  the  bofom  of  their  country. 

Whatever"  conciufion  poilerity  may  be  difpofed  to 
draw  upon  this  fubjecl,  upon  better  evidence  than 
lies  before  the  public  at  this  period,  certain  it  is  that 
every  meafurc  of  the  combined  courts  appeared  cal- 
culated to  precipitate  the  ruin  of  the  unfortunate  mo- 
narch, for  whole  caufe  they  profeffed  to  have  taken 
up  arms.  It  was  of  little  immediate  avail  to  him, 
whether  he  was  really  innocent  of  any  traiterous  de- 
fign  againft  his  country  or  not,  provided  it  wras  believ- 
ed in  France;  and  how  mould  it  not  be  univerfally  be- 
lieved, when  the  emperor  and  the  king  of  Pruffia  po- 
sitively aflerted,  in  their  proclamation,  that  ?<  the  king 
was  not  fincere  in  accepting  the  conflitution  ?" 

The  infulting  and  fanguinary  manifefto  ifTued  at 
Coblentz  on  the  25th  of  July,  by  the  duke  of  Brunf- 
vick,  inhnuated  the  fame  fac\  and,  as  well  as  that  of 
the  27th  of  the  fame  month,  was  calculated  to  have 
''  the    very    w7orft    effect    upon    the   populace    of  Pa- 

ris. It  left  no  middle  party  in  the  nation  ;  all 
who  wifhed  to  preferve  a  government,  in  any  degree 
popular;  all  who  conceived  that  a  limitation  of  the 
fupreme  authority  was  a  deferable  circumftance,  were 
thrown,  by  thefe  meafures,  into  the  hands  of  the 
avowed  republicans,  and  felt  themfelves  compelled 
to  give  way  to  the  fanguinary  madnefs  of  that  fanati- 
cal party,  or  at  once  accede  to  the  dcftru&ion  of  li- 
berty by  the  army  of  the  duke  of  Brunfwick. — A  fa- 
tal alternative,  which  rendered  it  almoft  impoffible  to 
be  at  once  the  friend  of  order  and  the  friend  of  li- 
berty ! 

The  unfortunate  Louis  did  not  dare  to  prefent  this 
declaration  to  the  affembly  as  an   authentic  paper. 

The 
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The  very  letter  which  fubmitted  it  to  the  infpection 
of  the  legiflature  queflioned  its  authenticity  \  and 
though  the  royal  meflage  was  replete  with  the  ftrong- 
eft,  and  probably  the  moft  fincere  expreffions  of  pa- 
triotifm,  the  propofal  of  printing  it  for  the  ufe  of  the 
departments  was  rejected,  and  the  notoriety  of  the 
matter  authorized  in  point  of  faft;  the  infolent  remark 
of  M.  Ifnard,  "  that  the  king  had  aflerted  what  was 
not  true."  The  republican  party  acquired  new  ac- 
ceffions  of  vigour  and  of  authority ;  and  on  the  3d  of  j >£Luej 
Auguft  the  fatal  die  was  caft,  when  M.  Petion,  at  the  <** 
head  of  the  fe&ions  of  Paris,  appeared  at  the  bar  of 
ihe  aflembly  to  demand  the  depoiition  of  the  king. 
The  audacious  propolal  was  heard  with  horror  by  all 
good  patriots;  but  it  was  followed  by  others  of  the 
fame  nature  on  the  6th  and  7th.  A  petition  had  lain  b.  7 
for  eight  days  on  the  altar  of  the  Champ  de  Mars,  and 
was  prefented  by  a  countlefs  multitude  on  the  6th,  who 
were  preceded  by  a  pike  crowned  with  the  Jacobin 
enfign,  the  red  woollen  cap,  with  an  infcription  up- 
on it,  c<  The  depofition  of  the  king." 

In  compliance  with  thefe  repeated  requifitions,  the 
affembly  at  length  determined  to  come  to  a  decihon 
on  this  difficult  and  dangerous  fubjecl,  and  the  fatal 
10th  of  Auguft  was  appointed  for  the  difcuflion.  The  /£.  CLua 
affembly,  however,  had  exhibited  fome  proofs  of 
caution  and  temperance  which  did  not  coincide  with 
the  impetuofity  of  the  Jacobins,  and  the  urgency  of 
their  caufe.  The  federates  had  been  detained  on  va- 
rious pretences  in  the  metropolis;  and  even  if  their 
flay  could  be  protracted,  the  leaders  of  the  party 
were  doubtful  whether  harmony  could  long  exift  be- 
tween them  and  the  mob  of  Paris:  the  paffions  of  the 
people  were  now  inflamed;  but  the  French  are  verfa- 
tile,  and  a  change  of  opinion  might  fucceed.  In  fe 
words,  there  can  be  little  doubt  but  that  it  was  well 
underftood  that  the  people  were  to  be  excited  by  tfce 
Jacobin  party,  and  that  force  and  a  mob  were  to  ef- 
feci  v/hat  they  defpaired  of  from  the  legally  con  fti  til- 
ted powers.     In  proof  of  this  afle-rtion  many   faBs 


might 
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might  be  adduced.  To  Tome  foreigners  regular  no- 
tice was  given  by  the  leaders  of  this  party  to  abl'ent 
themfelves  from  Paris  on  that  day ;  and  we  know,  from 
the  bed  authority,  that  one  of  the  molt  active  in  the 
confpiracy  was  heard  to  fay,  <(  If  we  cannot  provoke 
the  people  to  rife  by  the  tenth,  we  are  loft." 


CHAP.     VIII. 

Preparations  for  the  defence  of  the  Tuilkries — ^Election 
of  a  new  commune — Murder  of  M.    Mandat — The 
king  and  royal  family  defert  the  palace — The  Tuilk- 
ries attacked  by  the  Federates— Re fjlance  and  maffa- 
ere  of  the  Swifs — Death  of  M.  Clermont  Tonnere — 
Depofition  of  the  king,  and  accufation  of  the  mini- 
fers — Impnfonment  of  the  royal  family-— Murder  of 
M.   de  Rochefoucault — Flight  and  imprijonment  of 
La  Fayette — Submijfion  of  the  other  generals — Cap- 
hire  of  Longwy  and  Verdun — Execution  of  minijlers 
— Banijhment  of  the  priefls — Horrid  maffacre  of  the 
2d  of  September — Murder  of  the  princefs  de  Lam- 
balle — Decree  propofed  for  forming  a  battalion  of  re- 
gicides— Advance  of  the  combined  armies — ABion  at 
Grand  Pre — Armijlice — Retreat  of  the  P ruffians — 
Recapture  of  Longwy  and  Verdun — Weaknefs  of  the 
court  of  Berlin — 77/  condufl  of  the  combined  armies 
— Sieges  of  Thionville  and  Life — Declaration  of  war 
againfh    Sardinia — Conquef    of  Savoy — of  Nice — 
Tranfac~lions  with  the  republic  of  Geneva — Succefs  of 
Cujline — Capture    of    Spires,    Worms,    Mentz    and 
Frankfort — Recapture  of  the  latter. 

HILE  fuch  were  the  evident  defigns  of  the  ad- 
verfe  party,  the  king  was  not  uninformed  of 
their  proceedings;  and  as  no  alternative  now  appear- 
ed but  to  repel  force  by  force,  preparations  were 
made  for  defending  the  Tuilleries  in  cafe  of  an  attack. 

The 
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The  dreadful  Rubicon  was  now  pa  fled,  and  no  hope 
of  the  return  of  harmony  or  peace  remained.  A 
folemn  gloom  overfpread  the  palace,  and  fuperfe- 
ded  the  native  gaiety  of  the  French  nation.  Loyalty 
and  friendfnip  were  now  put  to  the  fevered  teft ;  and 
the  queftion  was  not,  who  will  conquer,  but,  who  will 
die  in  the  defence  and  in  the  pretence  of  his  fovereign  ? 
Amidft  his  accumulated  misfortunes,  a  fmall  and  firm 
band  retained  their  attachment  to  the  king,  and  upon 
different  motives  devoted  themfelves  to  his  defence. 
Among  thefe  might  be  counted  fome  of  the  remnants 
of  the  ancient  ariftocracv,  who  made  this  laft  facri- 
fee  to  their  principles,  and  whofe  errors,  when  unit- 
ed with  fuch  difinterefted  virtue,  became  refpeclable. 
Some  had  been  among  the  moll  forward  of  thofe  who 
united  in  the  firft  efforts  to  meliorate  the  condition  of 
their  countrymen,  but  equally  remote  from  anarchy 
and  defpotilm,  now  dreaded  the  evils  which  impended 
on  a  total  alteration  of  government:  fome  were  the 
perfonal  friends  of  the  fallen  majefty  of  France  ;  fome 
from  gratitude,  fome  from  prejudice;  fome  pregnant 
perhaps  with  improbable  hopes;  and  fome  in  the 
phrenfy  of  defpair,  crowded  round  the  tottering  ftan- 
dard  of  royalty. 

Among  thefe  brave  and  gallant  men,  none  were 
more  refpectable  than  the  Swifs  guards.  By  repeated 
decrees  of  the  afiembly,  this  body  of  troops  had  been 
confiderably  reduced;  and  even  on  the  7th  of  Auguft 
the  king  had  been  obliged  to  difmifs  three  hundred 
of  them.  The  departure  of  the  whole  from  Paris 
had  been  indeed  decreed  ;  but  the  king  upon  the  plea 
that  the  arrangement  pointed  out  by  the  legiflature 
was  contrary  to  the  treaty  with  the  Helvetic  body, 
had  deferred  the  execution  of  the  decree;  and  the 
number  which  remained  in  the  Tuilleries,  previous 
to  the  10th  of  Auguft,  was  about  feven  hundred.  On 
thefe  the  court  party  placed  their  ftrongeft  reliance 
for  the  defence  of  the  palace. 

Befides  the  Swifs,  the  number  of  gentlemen  and 
others  who  repaired  to  the  palace  on  this  melancholy 

occafion, 
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occafion,  is  faid  to  have  amounted  to  from  twelve  to 
thirteen  hundred  men. 

As  thefe  were>  however,  not  considered  as  quite  fuf- 
ficient,  the  commander  of  the  national  guards.  M. 
4? nyt/tJAf  Mandat,  an  honeft  man.  and  attached  to  the  conilitu- 
tion,  having  repreiented  to  the  mayor  the  apprenenii- 
ons  which  had  been  entertained  for  the  fafety  of  the 
royal  family,  had  obtained  from  that  magiftrate  a  writ- 
ten order  to  defend  the  palace  with  all  his  force,  and 
to  repel  the  attack  of  any  invader.  Thedetachments 
of  national  guards,  which  M.  Mandat  had  ordered  to 
the  palace  upon  this  occafion,  are  dated  at  about  two 
thoufand  four  hundred  men,  and  to  thefe  we  may  add 
the  gensdarmerie  a  cheval,  a  body  of  cavalry  amounting, 
to  about  one  thoufand. 

With  this  force,  well-ordered  and  well-arranged,  it 
is  the  opinion  of  fome,  that  had  there  exifted  a  luffi- 
cient  portion  of  fpirit,  firmnefs,  and  unanimity  in  the 
council  within  the  caftie  of  the  Tuilleries,  it  might 
fucceftfully  have  refilled  the  defigns  of  the  republic- 
ans. Some  dependence  was  alfo  to  be  placed  upon 
the  temper  and  moderation  which  the  majority  of  the 
aiiembly  had  lately  exhibited,  and  upon  the  indigna- 
tion which  the  more  refpeftable  inhabitants  of  Paris 
had  expreffed  with  refpecl  to  the  outrages  of  the  20th 
of  June. 

The  gth  of  Auguft  was  fpent  in  tumultuous  and  di- 
flurbed  debates  in  the  affembly.  M.  Vaublanc  and 
fome  other  members,  fufpecled  of  an  attachment  to  the 
caufe  of  royalty,  complained  that  they  had  been  pur-, 
fued,  ill  treated,  and  in  danger  of  being  afTaffinated; 
and  claimed  the  prote&ion  of  the  nation.  As  the  af- 
fembly manifested  an  inclination  to  proceed  with  deli- 
beration in  the  decihon  of  the  great  queflion  relative 
to  the  fufpenfion  of  the  king,  the  impatience  of  the 
populace  was  greatly  excited.  The  mayor  appeared 
at  the  bar,  and  alledged  he  could  not  be  anfwerable 
for  the  peace  of  the  city  ;  he  added,  that  it  was  gene- 
rallv  underllood  that  the  alarm  bell  was  to  found  at 
midnight,  and  the  palace  was  to  be  affailed, 

Within 
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Within  the  Tuilleries  all  was  confternation  and 
difmay.  Some  (hew  of  order  was  however  preferred. 
At  about  eleven  o'clock  at  night  the  mayor  repaired 
to  the  palace  where  he  remained  till  between  two  and 
three  o'clock  in  the  morning.  There  is  no  proof 
that  he  was  detained  by  force;  but  the  difaffeded 
made  ufe  of  the  circumitance  of  his  remaining  there 
to  circulate  a  report  to  the  injury  of  the  roval  parry, 
that  he  was  either  murdered  or  kept  as  an  hof- 
tage.  As  the  report  however  reached  the  affembly, 
which  fat  all  night,  the  prefident  thought  proper  to 
order  him  before  them,  and  he  immediately  appeared 
at  their  bar.  M.  Petion  was  afterwards,  probably  by 
his  own  defire,  put  under  an  amicable  arreft  by  his 
own  party  at  his  houfe,  as  he  was  afhamed  or  afraid 
to  appear  more  openly  in  fo  difgraceful  a  tranfaclion. 

At  midnight  the  alarm-bell  was  founded,  and  the 
drums  beat  to  arms  through  the  city.  In  this  moment 
of  confufion  a  mod  unjultifiable  and  illegal  ftep  was 
taken.  As  it  was  pretended  that  the  preient  council 
of  the  commune  did  not  poiTefs  the  confidence  of  the 
people,  a  few  perfons  from  each  of  the  fections  imme- 
diately alTembled  fo  el  eel  a  new  one,  and  the  mea- 
fure  was  carried  into  effecl  upon  the  fpot,  to  the  ex- 
clufion  of  the  whole  municipality,  M.  M.  Petion, 
Manuel,  and  Danton,  only  excepted.  This  felf- 
elecled  commune  took  immediate  polTeiTion  of  the 
common-hall,  and  proceeded  to  fiich  meafures  as 
might  mod  effectually  promote  the  defigns  of  the  in- 
furgents. 

One  of  their  firft  refolves  proved  fatal  to  the  royal 
party.  As  M.  Mandat  was  known  to  be  a  determi- 
ned fupporter  of  the  conditution,  as  it  was  evident 
that  his  prefence  would  afford  the  (Irongeft  encou- 
ragement to  the  national  guards,  and  would  greatly 
contribute  to  the  retaining  of  them  in  their  duty,  and 
as  the  order  which  he  had  received  from  the  mayor 
was  an  additional  authority  in  the  eyes  of  the  foldiery 
and  the  people;  it  was  determined  by  any  means  to 
deprive  the  king  of  this  eifential  fupport,     The  crea- 
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tion  of  a  new  municipality  was  not  known  at  the  pa- 
lace; and  under  the  cover  of  this  deludon  a  meffagc 
was  difpatched  to  M.  Mandat,  requiring  his  attend- 
ance at  the  common-hall,  under  the  pretence  that 
they  had  fomething  of  the  utmoit  importance  to  com- 
municate to  him.  M.  Mandat  was  at  that  moment 
occupied  in  afiigning  to  the  detachments  of  the  na- 
tional guards  their  different  polls ;  and,  as  if  fufpici- 
ous  of  a  confpiracy  againit  his  life,  he  hefitated  to 
obey  the  order.  A  new  meffage  more  prefiing  than 
the  former  was  therefore  fent;  and  M.  Rasderer,  the 
procureur-fyndic,  who  is  by  fome  fufpecled  of  being 
a  party  in  the  plot,  joined  with  two  other  municipal 
officers  who  were  prelent,  in  perfuading  him  to  obey 
the  commands  of  the  conftituted  authorities.  He  left 
the  palace  about  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and 
proceeded  to  the  town-houfe,  accompanied  by  a  fingle 
aide-du-carnp. 

We  may  eafdy  imagine  the  furprife  of  this  unfor- 
tunate ofBcer  at  meeting  an  aflembly  fo  different  from 
what  he  expected  ;  and  his  furprife  mult  have  been 
augmented  at  finding  himfeif  abruptly  charged  with  a 
plot  to  mafJacre  the  people.  After  a  fhort  interro- 
gation he  was  ordered  to  the  abbe*y  prifon  ;  but  as 
he  descended  the  Hairs  he  was  fhot  through  the  head 
with  a  pillol,  and  initantly  difpatched  with  fpears  and 
hangers.  M.  Santerre  was  appointed  by  thejame  au- 
thority to  the  command  of  the  national  guarS,  which 
however  he  did  not  immediately  afiume. 

The  king  had  not  clofcd  his  eyes  during  the  whole 
of  this  eventful  night ;  indeed  the  only  part  of  the  fami- 
ly who  retired  to  reft  were  the  royal  infants.  At  fix 
o'clock  it  was  thought  expedient  that  the  king  fhould 
review  the  troops.  He  accordingly  proceeded  to  the 
court-yards,  where  he  was  laiuted  with  the  acclama- 
tion of  Vive  le  Roi  !  from  the  Swifs,  and  it  was  echo- 
ed by  the  national  guards.  The  artillery,  however, 
and  the  battalion  of  Croix  Rouge,  fhouted  Vive  U 
Nation  !  and  fome  of  the  more  iniolent  and  difaffeft- 
ed,  Vive  Petion  J 

As 
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As  the  national  guards  were  deprived  of  their  com- 
mander, and  conlequently  at  that  moment  were  go- 
verned bv  no  effective  authority,  the  example  of  the 
artillery  loon  became  contagious,  and  their  unruly 
and  indecent  conduct  evinced  how  little  dependence 
was  to  be  placed  upon  their  fidelity. 

As  foon  as  the  kins  returned  from  reviewing  the 
troops,  the  gentlemen  who  were  in  the  palace  formed 
themfelvcs  into  regular  companies  of  life  guards ; 
and,  as  molt  of  them  were  trained  to  arms,  they  for- 
med in  an  admirable  manner  for  the  protection  of  the 
interior  of  the  palace,  and,  animated  by  enthufi- 
afm  and  defpair,  would  undoubtely  have  made  a  moft 
gallant  defence,  had  the  king  remained  at  their  head. 
The  national  guards  within  the  palace  were  addreffed 
in  flrong  and  pathetic  terms  by  the  king  and  queen. 
They  were  penetrated  with  the  enthufiafm  of  loyalty  ; 
an  involuntary  tear  darted  into  every  eye,  and  in  lan- 
guage more  expreffive  than  words,  every  man  appear- 
ed to  profefs  his  intention  to  die  for  monarchy  and 
the  conftitution. 

Pofterity  will  perhaps  condemn,  and  the  unhappy 
monarch  had  foon  reafon  to  reerct,  the  fudden  refo- 
lution  into  which  he  was  impelled  by  the  timidity  or 
treachery  of  M.  Raederer.  At  eight  o'clock  that  of- 
ficer entered  the  council  chamber  where  their  majef- 
ties  were,  at  the  head  of  the  department  j  and  his 
firft  words  were,  "  No  perfon  fhall  interpofe  between 
the  king  and  the  department/'  He  requeued  to 
fpeak  with  the  king  and  queen  in  private;  he  proceed- 
ed to  reprefent  the  imminent  danger  which  at  this 
moment  impended  over  their  majeilies  and  all  that 
were  attached  to  them  ;  he  a  (lured  them  that  very 
few  of  the  national  guard  were  to  be  depended  upon, 
and  that  the  majority  were  totally  corrupted.  That 
inflead  of  defending  the  palace,  they  would  inflantly 
join  the  affarlants;  that  the  number  of  the  infurgents 
was  fuch  that  it  was  infanity  to  oppofe  ;  and  entreated 
that  they  would  repair,  as  to  the  only  alylum  which 
was  open  to  them,  to  the  national  aflembly.     Th* 
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queen,  whofe  penetration  led  her  to  fufpecl  a  con- 
fpiracy,  and  whofe  force  of  mind  was  generally  more 
difpofed  to  refinance  than  fubmiflion,  oppofed  with 
vehemence  M.  Raederer's  propofal,  and  exclaimed — 
*l  that  fooner  than  remove  (he  would  be  nailed  to  the 
Vails  of  the  palace."  But  the  habitual  gentlenefs  , 
of  the  king's  character  induced  him  to  comply. 
They  firiclly  forbad  their  ariftocratic  friends  to 
accompany  them;  but  it  was  with  grief  and  reluc- 
tance that  they  fubmitted  to  the  command  of  their 
beloved  mailer,  to  feparate  themfelves  from  his  per- 
ion  in  the  hour  of  calamity  and  danger. 

The  king  met  with  no  interruption  in  croffing  the 
Tuilleries  to  the  flair-cafe  leading  to  the  terrace  of 
the  Feuillans;  but  there  he  was  detained  near  a  quar- 
ter of  an  hour  by  the  populace,  who  mingled  with 
the  groffeft  abufe  the  mod  alarming  threats  againft 
his  royal  perfon.  The  directory  of  the  department 
at  length  prevailed  on  the  multitude  to  give  way,  and 
one  of  the  mod  forward  of  the  infurgents  fnatched 
the  Prince  Royal  out  of  the  queen's  arms,  and  carri- 
ed him  to  the  affembly. 

The  legiflative  body,  at  the  moment  their  majefties 
entered,  were  engaged  in  a  tumultuous  debate,  on  the 
motion  for  fending  a  deputation  to  conduct  the  king 
and  the  royal  family  to  the  hall.  As  foon  as  he  en- 
tered, the  king  feated  himfelf  by  the  fide  of  the  prefi- 
dent,  and  addreffed  the  affemblv  in  thefe  words :  "  I 
am  come  hither  to  prevent  a  great  crime— Among 
you,  gentlemen,  I  believe  myfelf  in  fafety."  The 
king  and  queen  were  accompanied  by  their  ion  and 
daughter,  and  the  princefs  Elizabeth— A  voluntary 
deputation  of  the  members  had  proceeded  to  the  door 
of  the  hall  to  introduce  them. 

A  lingular  debate  took  place  almofl;  immediately 
on  the  entrance  of  the  royal  family.  It  was  obferved 
by  a  member,  that  according  to  the  conftitution,  the 
deliberative  functions  of  the  affembly  were  fufpended 
by  the  prefence  of  the  king.  It  became  therefore  a 
matter  of  fome  embarraffment  to  know  where  to  dif- 

pofe 
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pofe  of  the  unfortunate  monarch  ;  fome  were  for  pla- 
cing him  at  the  bar,  and  others  in  the  galleries.  The 
king  with  his  family  then  retired  to  the  benches  defti- 
ned  to  the  miniftry;  but  this  was  ftill  objected  to:  at 
length  it  was  obferved,  that  they  might  be  accommo- 
dated in  a  fmall  box,  about  ten  feet  Iquare,  on  the 
right  hand  of  the  prefident,  feparated  by  an  iron  gra- 
ting, and  which  had  been  appropriated  to  the  editors 
of  a  newfpaper,  at  that  time  well  known  under  the 
title  of  the  Logographe,  but  which  has  fince  been 
fuppreiTed.  In  this  confined  fituation  the  royal  fa- 
mily fpent  fourteen  hours  on  a  burning  hot  day,  ex- 
pofed  to  inftant  danger,  and  loaded  with  indignities. 
The  reports  which  had  been  induftrioufly  circula- 
ted of  a  plot  formed  within  the  palace  for  the  maf- 
facre  of  the  citizens,  had  already  caufed  the  lavage 
multitude  to  third  for  blood.  In  the  courfe  of  the 
night,  twenty-two  perfons  had  been  arretted  under 
various  fufpicions  in  the  feclion  of  the  Feuillans,  and 
imprifoned  in  the  guard-houfe.  Eleven  of  them,  who 
were  confined  in  a  feparate  apartment,  had,  however 
the  good  fortune  to  fave  themielves  by  leaping  out  of 
a  window  into  an  adjoining  garden.  For  fome  time 
the  infurgents  had  been  extremely  clamorous  in  the 
court  of  the  Feuillans,  demanding  the  facriflce  of  the 
prifoners,  and  about  half  pad  eight  a  municipal  offi- 
cer afcended  a  bench,  and  exhorted  them  with  great 
humanity  to  abftain  from  violence  and  cruelty.  This 
refpeclable  magiflrate  was  foon  fiienced  by  clamour, 
and  a  horrid  banditti,  headed  by  a  wretch  who  difgra- 
ced  the  name  and  form  of  a  woman,  a  proflitute  oi  the 
name  of  Theroigne,  proceeded  to  the  committee,  to 
demand  their  immediate  {laughter.  Nine  innocent 
perfons  were  thus  inhumanly  murdered,  fome  of  them 
by  the  hands  of  the  infamous  Theroigne.  Among 
thefe  was  a  M.  Sulea,  a  man  of  letters,  of  great  me- 
rit, whole  only  crime  was  being  attached  to  his  king, 
and  the  abbe  Bouyou,  a  dramatic  writer.  The 
heads  were  immediately  fixed  on  pikes,  and  carried 
as  trophies  round  the  city,  to  increafe  (had   it  been 
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neceffary)  the  cannibalifm  of  the  populace,  and  the 
fears  and  the  horror  of  all  honeft  men. 

It  was  a  mod  unfortunate  circumftance,  that  the 
king,  on  his  departure  from  the  palace,  did  not  leave 
diftincl  orders  to  thofe  who  remained  to  capitulate. 
Much  bloodfhed  would  probably  have  been  avoided 
by  this  means,  and  there  is  even  fome  reafon  to 
think  that  the  event  might  have  proved  more  favou- 
rable to  the  king  himfeif  than  it  did.  The  democra- 
tic party  charge  this  neglect  to  the  duplicity  of  the 
king,  who,  they  allege,  wilhed  to  fecure  two  chances 
to  himfeif; — the  reiteration  to  his  former  dignity, 
mould  the  party  within  the  palace  prove  victorious  ; 
and  at  the  worft  he  expected  to  efcape  with  his  life, 
by  taking  fhelter  in  the  national  affembly.  This,  ac- 
count of  his  motives  is,  however,  probably  no  more 
than  one  of  thofe  uncharitable  inlinuations  which  at 
fuch  a  crihs  the  malignity  of  party  ufually  invents ; 
and  the  conducl  of  the  king  is  more  naturally  to  be 
attributed  to  that  confufion  and  anxiety,  which  at 
fuch  a  crifis  deprives  the  mod  collected  mind  of  half 
its  functions.  At  this  diftance  we  can  reafon  with 
temperance  and  judgment;  but  how  mould  we  have 
afted,  if  placed  in  circumftances  fo  extremely  diffi- 
cult and  trying  to  human  infirmity  ? 

To  complete  the  public  calamity,  time  was  not  al- 
lowed to  remedy  the  omifhon  ;  for  before  orders 
could  be  difpatched  to  this  effect,  before  recollection 
had  perhaps  fuggefted  to  the  king  the  necefhty  of  for- 
warding fuch  orders,  it  was  too  late.  The  royal  family 
were  fcarcely  feated  in  the  box  of  the  Logographe, 
when  a  dreadful  cannonading  (hook  the  affembly. 
Some  members  rofe  from  their  feats,  and  appeared 
difpofed  to  feck  their  perfonal  fafety  by  flight;  but 
the  prehdent  calling  them  to  order,  detired  them  to 
recoilecl  that  every  man  was  at  his  poft.  The  king 
informed  the  prelident  that  he  had  left  ftrict  orders 
with  the  Swifs  not  to  fire  upon  the  people. 

It  has  been  difputed  who  were  the  firft   aggreffors 
on  this  unhappy  occafion.     The  point  appears  diffi- 
cult 
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cult  to  afcertain,  ami  of  but  little  importance  when 
decided.  We  (hall  report  the  progrefs  of  this  deplo- 
rable conteft  as  far  as  the  materials  wc  arc  in  pollef- 
fion  of  will  enable  us  to  proceed. 

The  number  of  the  infurgents  has  been  dated  at 
about  twenty  thoufand  effective  men.  The  crowd  of 
idle  fpeclators  who  followed  them,  partly  from  curio- 
fity  and  partly  in  hopes  of  plunder,  is  not  to  be  efti- 
mated.  The  aclive  rebels  confided  chiefly  of  the 
iower  clafs  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  fuburbs,  diftin- 
guifhed,  as  we  before  intimated,  by  the  appellation 
of  fans  culottes,  with  lome  hundreds  of  the  Marfeilloi?, 
and  other  federates,  who  were  certainly  the  mod  da- 
ring, and  contributed  mod  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  enter- 
priie.  Thev  were  marihalled  in  tolerable  order  under 
the  command  of  a  Pruflian,  a  foldier  of  fortune,  of 
the  name  of  Wieftermann,  and  were  armed  fome  with 
fpears,  fome  with  mufkets,  and  had  with  them  in  the 
centre  not  lefs  than  thirty  pieces  of  cannon. 

The  retreat  of  the  king  was  fatal  to  the  defence  of 
the  palace.  The  gentlemen  within  formed  them- 
felves,  as  well  as  they  could,  part  with  and  part  with- 
out arms,  in  military  array  ;  but  as  they  had  it  no 
longer  in  charge  to  defend  the  perfon  of  the  king, 
they  fhould  have  mingled  with  the  national  guards, 
and  kept  up  their  fpirits  by  laying  afide  thofe  diflinc- 
tions  which  they  knew  were  become  fo  odious  to  the 
people.  The  molt  loyal  among  the  national  guards 
were  difpiritedby  the  lofs  of  their  commander,  and 
difgufted  by  the  flight  of  the  king.  Murmurs  circu- 
lated among  them  5  the  purport  of  which  was  that  they 
were  inevitably  betrayed,  and  that  with  aridocrats  on 
the  one  hand,  and  with  the  Swifs  on  the  other,  they 
were  between  two  fires.  Even  the  Swifs  themfelves 
were  completely  difcouraged.  Their  commander  in 
chief,  M.  AfFry,  was  abfent;  M.  Bachman,  fecond  in 
command,  and  his  adjutant,  had  accompanied  the  king 
to  the  national  aflembly  ;  the  captains  of  the  compa- 
nies were  either  not  at  their  polls,  or  thofe  who  re- 
gained were  utterly  at  a  lofs  what  courfe  to  purfue. 

At 
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At  about  a  quarter  pafl  nine  the  gates  of  the  couf 
royale  were  forced  open,  and  the  mob  ruihed  furiouf- 
\y  in,  headed  by  a  party  of  the  Marfeillois,  whofe  lead- 
er drew  them  up  in  two  fquare  divifions  facing  the 
palace.  They  brandifhed  their  fpears,  and  levelled 
their  pieces  with  menacing  geftures ;  while  the  Swifs 
and  national  guards  from  the  windows  entreated 
them  by  figns  to  keep  the  peace  and  withdraw. 

A  few  of  the  fans  culottes  at  length  proceeded  to; 
the  foot  of  the  firfl  ftair-cafe,  and  feizing  the  Swifs 
fentinel,  and  foon  after  five  other  of  his  countrymen, 
difarmed  them,  and  the  main  body  then  ruffling  in, 
cruelly  beat  out  the  brains  of  the  defencelefs  viclims. 
On  obferving  this  outrage,  the  Swifs  drew  up  in  order 
of  battle,  fome  on  the  ftair-cafe,  others  on  the  fteps 
facing  the  chapel-door,  and  feeing  no  alternative  but 
to  ftand  on  the  defenfive,  fired  upon  the  murder- 
ers. At  the  fame  moment,  a  national  officer  who 
headed  a  party  of  the  rebels,  having  fired  his  piftol 
againft  the  walls  of  the  palace,  provoked  thofe  who 
were  in  the  windows  to  return  the  fire.  The  affail- 
ants  then  applied  their  matches  to  the  cannon,  and 
the  engagement  foon  became  general. 

The  conteft  chiefly  lay  between  the  Marfeillois  and 
the  Swifs.  The  national  guards  within  the  palace 
appeared  at  a  lofs  what  party  to  take.  Either  way  a 
femblance  of  duty  appeared  to  difarm  them,  and 
withhold  them  from  active  meafures.  The  gendar- 
merie were  in  the  fame  fituation,  and  a  party  of  them 
who  had  their  ftation  near  the  coach-houfes,  were  at 
one  time  raked  by  two  fires  from  the  Swifs  and  the 
rebels,  and  out  of  one  hundred  men,  loft  twenty-five 
in  this  inglorious  inactivity.  After  a  moft  gallant  re- 
fiftance  of  more  than  an  hour,  in  which  the  Swifs 
were  frequently  victorious  in  different  parts,  thefe 
brave  men,  from  the  want  of  ammunition,  and  over- 
powered by  numbers,  were  obliged  to  give  way.  The 
banditti,  enraged  inftead  of  being  interefted  by  their 
gallantry  and  fidelity,  purfued  the  fugitives  with  the 

rancour  of  favages,  and  the  victory  was  converted  in- 
to 
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to  a  maflacre.  The  national  guards,  either  fiom  po- 
licy or  from  that  enthufiafm  which  we  know  to  be 
contagious,  united  with  the  populace  in  the  extermi- 
nation of  thofe  whom  but  juft  before  they  had  re- 
garded as  their  fellow-foldiers.  All  the  Svvifs  who 
were  in  the  palace  were  murdered ;  many  of  them  on 
their  knees  imploring  quarter.  A  fmall  party  of  fe- 
venteen  had  taken  refuge  in  the  veftry-roorp  of  tie 
chapel  ;  and  as  they  had  not  been  engaged  from  the 
firiL  thev  imagined  that  thev  might  fecure  the  cle- 
mency  of  their  viclorsby  furrenderingat  difcretion,and 
fhoutin^  Vive  la  Nation  !  but  they  no  fooner  laid  down 
their  arms,  than  they  were  put  to  death.  Another 
party  attempted  to  efcape  through  Marfan  Court ; 
about  eighty  were  killed,  the  remainder  fecreted 
themlelves  in  hay-lofts,  and  in  other  lurking-places; 
f'ome  perfons  lent  them  clothes  to  difguife  themielves, 
and  a  few  of  them  confequently  efcaped,  but  feveral 
afterwards  died  with  hunger  and  fatigue. 

The  gentlemen  who  remained  in  the  palace  fa w  no 
alternative  at  this  formidable  crihs,  but  to  proceed 
as  well  as  they  could  to  the  national  aiTembly.  The 
only  poffible  road  was  through  the  queen's  gate  ;  they 
rallied  all  the  Swifs  whom  they  found  diiperfed  in 
their  way,  and  as  many  of  the  national  guard  as  ftill 
retained  their  fidelity.  The  number  of  the  fugitives 
might  amount  to  five  hundred;  but  as* only  one  per- 
fon  could  pais  through  the  gate  at  a  time,  they  were 
expofed  to  a  continual  fire  from  feveral  battalions  Ra- 
tioned at  about  thirty  yards  diftance  ;  and  as  the  red 
uniform  of  the  Swifs  attracted  particular  notice,  thele 
devoted  Grangers  were  itill  the  greateft  fufTerers. 

Of  the  remainder  fome  efcaped  by  the  gardens,  and 
others  in  fmall  parties  made  good  their  progrefs  to  dif- 
erent  parts  of  the  city,  where,  upon  difperfmg,  they  were 
fecreted  and  faved  by  the  humanity  of  individuals.  It 
is  however  with  pain  that  we  find  ourfelves  obliged  to 
add,  that  of  this  fine  and  gallant  regiment  of  Swifs, 
the  whole  number  that  furvived  the  madacre  did  not 

I  amount 
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amount  to  two  hundred.     Thefe,  by  a  decree  of  the 
affembly,  were  put  under  the  protection  of  the  ftate. 

The  defencelefs  victims,  who  were  found  in  the  pa- 
lace, were  all  involved  in  one  promifcuous  mafiacre. 
The  gentlemen  ufhers,  the  pages,  thofe  who  were  in 
the  lowTeft  and  mod  fervile  offices,  were  (laughtered 
without  difcrimination.  Streams  of  blood  defiled  the 
edifice  of  the  Tuilleries  from  the  roof  to  the  founda- 
tions. The  mocking  barbarities  which  were  practifed 
on  the  dead  bodies  of  the  Swifs  it  would  be  offeniive 
to  decency  to  relate.  The  mafiacre  was  followed  by  a 
general  pillage  of  the  palace.  Some  chefls  indeed, 
containing  papers  and  affignats,  and  even  fome  of  the 
royal  plate,  were  taken  from  the  plunderers,  and 
brought  into  the  hall  of  the.  national  affembly. 

The  mafiacre  within  the  palace  was  the  fignal  for 
afiaiTmation  without.  The  refentment  which  the  re- 
finance of  the  Swifs  had  excited  was  directed  even  to 
the  porters  at  the  coffee-houfes  and  hotels,  who  go 
under  the  general  appellation  of  Swifs,  and  feveral 
of  them  were  murdered.  M.  Carl,  lieutenant-colo- 
nel of  the  foot  gendarmerie,  was  killed  in  the  after- 
noon on  coming  out  of  the  Logographic  lodge  where 
the  royal  family  were  ;  aad  M.  d'Hermigny,  a  colo- 
nel of  the  gendarmerie,  met  his  fate  in  the  fquare 
before  the  Hotel  de  Ville. 

Of  all  the  victims  of  popular  phrenfy  on  this  me- 
morable day,  none  is  more  to  be  deplored  than  M. 
Clermont  Tonnerre.  Our  readers  muft  recollefr, 
that  no  man  had  rendered  more  eminent  fervices  to 
the  caufe  of  liberty  in  the  commencemeut  of  the  re- 
volution than  this  unfortunate  gentleman  ;  and  even 
when  he  ceafed  to  acl  with  the  popular  party,  his  op- 
poiition  was  always  refpeclable  and  temperate.  It 
would  perhaps  have  been  happy  for  France  if  the 
maxims  of  moderation  which  this  great  man  inculca- 
ted, had  been  more  favourably  attended  to  even  in 
the  conftituent  aflembly.  He  was  undoubtedly  the 
friend  of  liberty,  but  he  thought  liberty  better  fecu- 
red  by  not  attempting  too  much,     His  attachment  to 

limited 
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limited  monarchy  had  rendered  him  odious  to  the 
populace  in  the  prefent  moment  of  delufion,  and  his 
abilities  marked  him  out  to  their  demagogues  for  de- 
ftru&ion.     On  the  morning  of  the  10th  he  found  his 
houie  furrounded  by  a  mob,  under  the  pretence  that 
arms  were  fecreted  there ;  at   the  fame  time  he  re- 
ceived an  order  to  appear  before  the   committee  of 
his  feftion.     While  he  remained  there,  his  houfewas 
fearched  and  his  innocence  acknowledged.     Confci- 
ous  of  the  reclitude  of  his  own  intentions,  he  had  the 
imprudence  to  venture  to  return  through  the  midil  of 
the  mob,  whofe  violence  he  retrained  for  a  confide- 
rable  time  by  the  charms  of  his   eloquence  and  ad- 
drefs.    A  fervant  whom  he  had  difmifTed  for  fome  of- 
fence is  faid  to  have  embraced  this  opportunity  to 
gratify  his  revenge,  by  continuing  to  exafperate  the 
fury  of  the  multitude.     It  is  to  be  lamented  that  his 
efforts  were  too  fuccefsful. 

While  thefe  difgraceful  fcenes  were  a&ing,  the  na- 
tional afiembly  {till  proceeded,  in  its  own  phrafe, 
"  to  deliberate/'  But  its  deliberations  were  no 
longer  free;  they  were  over-awed  by  a  clamorous 
multitude  in  the  galleries,  and  by  troops  of  ruffians 
without,  w7ho  threatened  the  lives  of  thofe  who  dared 
to  think,  to  fpeak,  or  aft  for  themfelves.  The  ftout- 
eit  hearts  were  appalled,  and  in  hafte  and  confufion, 
a  feries  of  decrees  were  drawn  up  and  paifed,  t(  de- 
claring the  executive  power  fufpended  ;  the  authority 
given  by  the  conditution  to  Louis  XVI.  from  that 
moment  revoked;  and  inviting  the  people  to  meet  in 
primary  affemblies,  and  to  form  a  national  conven- 
tion," which  by  a  fubfequent  decree  was  appointed 
to  meet  on  the  20th  of  the  enfuing  month,  Septem- 
ber. On  the  following  day  the  mi  .aiders  appointed 
by  the  king  were  declared  to  have  forfeited  the  con- 
fidence of  the  nation,  and  a  new  executive  council 
was  appointed,  and  confided  of  M.  Roland  for  the 
home  department;  M.  Servan  for  that  of  war;  and 
M.  Claviere  for  the  finance.  M.  Le  Brun  was  no- 
minated 
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ruinated  minifter  of  foreign   affairs,  M.  Danton,  mi* 
niiter  of  juftice,  and  M-.  Monge  of  the  marine. 

A  decree  of  accufation  was  afterwards  pa  fled 
againfl  M.  d'Abancourt,  the  late  minifter  of  war,  for 
not  having  difmifled  the  Swifs  guards;  and  this  was 
foon  after  followed  by  another  againlt  M.  la  Porte, 
the  late  ihtendant  of  the  civil  lid 

Thus  in  a  Tingle  day  was  destroyed,  by  an  armed 
mob,  an  edifice  which  had  employed  the  firft  abilities 
of  France  for  three  fucceffive  years  in  its  erection. 
The  French  nation/  it  muff,  be  confeffed,  have  evin- 
ced more  prompt  abilities  for  deuroying  than  for 
budding  up,  and  the  paradoxical  appellation  of  ^ar- 
chitects of  ruin1'  could  not  have  eafily  found  a  hap- 
pier application.  '  This  policy  { if  it  can  deferve  the 
namej  is  furely  neither  happy  in  its  defigns  nor  in  its 
effects.  Jt  is  eafier  to  correcVand  to  amend  than  X.6 
produce  a  firefh  creation,  out  of  chaos  to  eitablifh  or- 
der by  a  motion  of  the  magic  wand.  It  is  extremely 
unwile  totally  to  annihilate  a  fyflem,  before  another 
is  prepared  to  fubftitute  in  its  room.  The  conftitu- 
tion  of  1789  certainly  abounded  with  defecls  ;  but  it 
would  have  been  fafer  gradually  to  rectify  thefe,  than 
to  deliver  over  the  nation  for  an  indefinite  fpace  of 
time  a  prey  to  anarchy,  licentioufnefs,  and  diforderl- 

Of  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  king,  pofterity 
will  fpeak  in  more  decifive  terms  than  we  are  able  at 
prefent.  If  he  was  really  a  party  to  the  league  of 
defpots  which  was  formed  fen"  the  ruin  of  his  coun- 
try, the' fact  will  certainly  extenuate,  if  not  juftify, 
the  violences  of  the  10th  of  Auguft ;  but  in  the  mean 
time,  the  evidence  which  has  hitherto  come  before 
us,  allows  us  to  charge  him  with  no  defign  more  crimi- 
nal than  that  which  reafon  and  cafidour  mud  approve, 
and  which  there  is  room  to  believe  was  that  of  Roche- 
foucault,  of  La  Fayette,  and  the  molt  difinterefted 
patriots  of  France  ;  that  of  removing  his  perfon,  and 
thofe  of  the  members  of  the  legiflature,  from  the  de- 
grading infults,    the  pernicious   influence,    and   the 

alarming  outrages  of  the  Lazzaroni  of  Paris;  and  till 

femd 
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ib me  fuch  meafure  fhall  be  adopted,  whether  the 
form  of  government  be  republican  or  ariftocratic,  it 
is  but  too  certain  that  France  will  not  enjoy  the  be- 
nefits of  any  government  at  all,  but  both  her  execu- 
tive and  legislative  powers  mud  languifh  under  the 
horrid  tyranny  of  a  faction,  and  that  faclion  will  be 
the  molt  profligate  and  unprincipled  that  the  whole 
nation  can  furnim. 

From  the  example  of  France,  free  ftates  may  in 
after  ages  derive  fome  inftruclive  leflbns.  Suppofing 
the  utmoft  that  the  republicans  aflert  to  be  true ;  fup- 
Dofins  that  the  treachery  of  the  kins:  had  rendered 
his  depofition  neceffary,  and  that  the  afiault  on  the 
Tuilleries  was  the  laudable  effort  of  a  great  nation 
to  liberate  itfelf  from  impending  (lavery ;  full  the 
courfe  which  that  party  afterwards  purfued  was  nei- 
ther wife,  patriotic,  nor  humane.  They  eftablifhed 
their  power  not  by  conciliatory  meafures,  but  by 
perfecution  ;  not  by  juftice  and  wifdom,  but  by  af- 
faflination  and  roaffacre.  The  infults. offered  to  the 
fallen  monarch  were- only  calculated  to  render  him  a 
more  interefting  object  ;  the  profecution  and  execu- 
tion of  the  inferior  agents  of  royalty  could  be  of  no 
ufe  where  royalty  was  no  more,  and  was  only  calcu- 
lated to  increafe  the  number  of  the  difaffected  party. 
If  it  was  neceffary  to  abolifh  monarchy,  and  to  fum- 
mon  a  convention,  paft  experience  fhould  have  dic- 
tated the  neceffity  of  affembling  that  convention  in 
another  part  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  a.  form  of  a  con- 
ftitution  ought  to  have  been  ready  to  prefent  to  that 
body,  as  foon  as  it  was  prepared  to  receive  it. 

Other  free  ftates  inftructed  by  this  example,  when 
they  find  it  neceffary  to  reform  their  government, 
will  beware  of  employing  the  miniftry  of  the  populace 
to  effect  this  difficult  undertaking.  They  will  fiudy 
rather  to  improve  than  to  overturn  ;  and  their  deci- 
fions  will  be  the  refult  of  inveftigation  rather  than  of 
impulfe  ;  they  will  be  voted  not  by  acclamation,  but 
after  ferious  debate-  and  temperate  deliberation. 
They  will  provide  againft  the   audience  being  more 

numerous 
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numerous  and  more  powerful  than  the  legiflature 
itfelf,  and  will  protecl  it  from  the  degradation  of  be- 
ing influenced  by  clubs.  A  reform  conducted  upon 
thefe  principles  will  ceafe  to  be  that  object  of  terror 
and  abhorrence  which  French  anarchy  has  rendered 
the  very  word  itfelf;  and  the  felfifh  or  fenfelefs  only 
will  clamour  againft  it. 

Another  caution  will  be  fuggefted  by  thefe  pro- 
ceedings to  thofe  who  attempt  revolutions  by  illegiti- 
mate means.  The  moil  a&ive  confpirators  of  the 
10th  of  Auguft  have,  we  belive,  already  heartily  re- 
pented of  the  acl.  Some  of  them  have  fince  been 
facrificed  to  the  very  means  which  they  employed 
themfelves;  the  reft  behold  themfelves  fupplanted  in 
the  favour  of  the  populace  by  a  more  vigorous  but 
perhaps  more  attrocious  faction.  They  have  fown, 
and  others  have  reaped ;  the  guilt  and  the  danger  was 
theirs,  but  Robefpierre  and  D  anion  have  obtained 
the  reward. 

After  much  deliberation,  the  hotel  of  the  minifter 
of  juflice  was  chofen  as  the  habitation  of  the  fallen 
monarch  and  his  unfortunate  family  ;  but  on  the  re- 
prefentation  of  M.  Manuel,  who  flated,  that  in  that  fi- 
tuation  the  municipality  could  not  charge  themfelves 
with  being  refponfible  for  the  perfon  of  the  king,  the 
place  of  confinement  was  changed  to  the  Temple. 

The  phrenfy  of  the  populace  did  not  fubfide  for 
fome  days  after  the  ftorming  of  the  palace.  It  aflum- 
ed  indeed  not  the  formidable  afpecl  of  a  general  in- 
furreclion,  but  it  was  no  lefs  favase  and  dreadful  in 
its  effects.  Several  attrocious  aflaffinations  were  com- 
?-.  .  <£u*  fitted,  and  among  others  the  refpeclable  Rochefou- 
"^/f  cault  fell  a  facrifice  to  his  attachment  to  the  king 
and  conftitution.  After  having,  with  the  reft  of  the 
department,  been  concerned  in  the  fufpenfion  of  Pe- 
tion  and  Manuel,  he  found  it  no  longer  fafe  to  remain 
in  Paris.  He  retired  to  his  own  eftate,  but  the  blood- 
hounds carefully  tracked  his  fteps,  and  he  was  fcarce- 
3y  arrived  before  he  was  aflaffinated ;  his  own  tenants 

either 
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cither  aiding  in  the  murder,  or  at  lead  looking  on 
with  criminal  ftupefa£tion. 

The  abfurd  rage  of  the  democratic  mob  on  the 
dc»ys  fucceeding  the  10th  of  Augud,  was  not  confined 
to  the  living  objects  of  their  refentment ;  but  with  a 
barbarity  which  has  rendered  proverbial  the  northern 
ravagers  of  Europe,  they  demolifhed  every  veftige  of 
art  which  had  the  remoteft  relation  to  monarchy  or 
ariftocracy  :  even  the  ftatue  of  Henry  IV.  fo  long 
the  idol  of  the  patriotic  party,  was  broken  in  pieces, 
merely  becaufe  it  was  the  ftatue  of  a  king.  The  buds 
of  M.  M.  Neckar,  La  Fayette,  Mirabeau,  and  ail  the 
leading  members  of  the  conftitutional  party,  were 
alfo  fought  out  with  a  ridiculous  affiduity,  and  demo- 
lifhed. 

On  the  night  of  the  12th  the  affembly,  apprehen- 
five  of  a  formidable  oppofition  from  the  army  of  La 
Fayette,  difpatched  three  commiffioners  of  their  own 
body  to  counteract  the  movements  of  that  general. 
M.  la  Fayette,  however,  by  a  lingular  accident,  was 
previoufly  apprifed  of  the  events  of  the  10th.  He 
had  fent  M.  Darblais,  one  of  his  ftafE  officers,  with 
difpatches  to  the  war  minifter.  M.  Darblais,  on  the 
morning  of  the  nth,  had  advanced  almoft  within 
fight  of  Paris,  when  he  was  met  by  a  grenadier  of 
the  national  guards,  who  apprifed  him  of  his  danger, 
and  advifed  him  to  change  horfes  and  return  with  all 
poffible  fpeed.  At  Sedan,  on  his  way  back,  he  found 
M.  la  Fayette,  who,  after  dating  the  fa  els  to  the  ma- 
gift  rates  of  that  town,  advifed  them,  in  duty  to  the 
king  and  conftitution,  to  arreft  the  commiffioners, 
who  accordingly,  on  their  arrival  there,  were  feized, 
and  detained  in  prifon  from  the  14th  to  the  20th. 

In  the  mean  time  M.  la  Fayette   returned  to    the 

m 

camp;  and  immediately  diftributed  among  the  batta- 
lions the  following  letter  : 

c<  Citizen  Soldiers, 

cc  It  is  no  longer  time  to  conceal  from  you  what  is 
going  forward  :  the  conftitution  you  fwore  to  main- 
tain 
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tain  is  no  more;  a  banditti  from  MarTeilles,  and  a 
troop  of  factious  men,  befieged  the  palace  of  theTu- 
illeries ;  the  national  and  Swifs  guards  made  a  vigor- 
ous refinance,  but  for  want  of  ammunition  they  we're 
obliged  to  furrender. 

"  General  d'Affry,  his  aids-de-eamp, and  his  whole 
family,  were,  murdered. 

n  The  king,  queen,  and  all  the  royal  family  efca- 
ped  to  the  national  aflembly;  the  factious  ran  thither, 
holding  a  fword  in  one  hand,  and  fire  in  the  other, 
and  forced  the  legiflative  body  to  fuperlede  the  king, 
•which  was  done  for  the  lake  of  laving  his  life. 

"  Citizens,  you  are  no  longer  reprelented  ;  the  na- 
tional aflembly  are  in  a  ftate  of  (lavery  ;  your  armies 
are  without  leaders ;  Petion  reigns  ;  the  lavage  Dan- 
ton  and  his  fatellites  are  mailers.  Thus,  foldiers,  it 
is  your  province  to  examine  whether  you  will  reftore 
the  hereditary  reprefentative  to  the  throne,  or  fub- 
mit  to  the  difgrace  of  having  a  Petion  for  your 
king." 

The  general,  at  the  firfl  moments  when  this  com- 
munication to  the  foldiery  was  made,  found  their  dif- 
pofitions  not  unfavourable  to  the  caufe  of  the  confti- 
tution  ;  but  he  foon  difcovered  that  fidelity  was  only 
to  be  expected  from  afmall  circle  of  his  friends,  Ap- 
prehenfive  therefore  that,  in  the  fpirit  of  revolt  which 
his  army  manifefted,  his  life  would  be  attempted  by 
fome  aiTaflin,  or  that  he  would  certainly  be  delivered 
up  into  the  hands  of  his  adverfaries,  on  the  19th  of 
Auguft  he  left  the  camp  in  the  night,  accompanied  only 
by  his  ftaffand  a  few  fervants.  They  took  the  rout  of 
Rochefortin  Liege,  which  being  a  neutral  country, they 
hoped  to  pafs  unmolefted  ;  but  an  Auftrian  general  of 
the  name  Harancourt,  being  Rationed  there  with  an 
advanced  party,  arretted  the  fugitives,  contrary  to  the 
law  of  nations,  and   lent  them  prisoners  to   Namur. 

We  areforry  to  add,  that  thefe  unfortunate   exiles 

have  ever  fince  been  detained  the  victims  of  tyranny. 

and  confined  in  a  noifome  dungeon,  for  no   other 

crime 
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crime,  or  rather  under  no  other  pretext,  than  that  of 
having  been  members  of  the  national  adembly  of 
France* 

The  fate  of  this  brave  and  difinterefted  patriot  is 
not  calculated  to  exalt  our  opinions  of  human  nature  ; 
on  the  one  hand  we  behold  him  abandoned  by  the 
people,  for  whom  he  had  made  fo  many  facrifices  j  on 
the  other,  opprefled  by  a  combination  of  kings,  while 
his  attachment  to  the  caufe  of  monarchy  is  the  fource 
of  his  calamity.  That  M.  la  Fayette  is  a  character 
•without  a  blemifh,  would  be  too  bold  an  affertion  to 
be  made  of  any  human  being.  His  error  was  the  er- 
ror of  a  young  and  ingenuous  mind,  which,  in  its 
ardent  zeal  for  the  liberty  and  happinefs  of  his  fel- 
low creatures,  did  not  permit  him  to  diftinguifh  what 
was  practicable  from  what  was  merely  fpeculative  and 
vifionary.  A  more  temperate  and  mature  judgment 
would  perhaps  have  led  him  to  oppofe  that  fatal  de- 
gradation of  the  executive  power,  which  proved  the 
ruin  of  authority,  of  government  and  order,  ia 
France:  but  in  this  he  was  no  more  guilty  than  the 
reft  of  the  conftituent  aflembly  ;  and  though  in  his 
judgment  he  may  have  erred,  in  his  principles  we 
muft  allow  him  to  have  been  always  confident.' 
Faithful  to  his  oath,  to  his  king,  to  his  engagements, 
he  was  among  the  firft  to  oppofe  the  feditious  defigns 
of  the  Jacobin  club,  and  among  the  moft  diftinguifh- 
ed  of  thofe  who  contended  for  the  maintenance  of 
order  and  civil  obedience.  To  have  received  with 
cordiality  the  illuftrious  confefTor  of  regulated  liber- 
ty, would  have  been  noble  and  magnanimous — To 
imprifon  and  perfecute  virtue  and  valour  in  diftrefs, 
was  mean  and  daftardly  :  but,  from  Tiberius  to  the 
ptefent  times,  cowardice  has  been  the  uniform  cha- 
racteriftic  of  tyranny. 

General  Arthur  Dillon,  influenced  bv  the  counfel, 
and  perhaps  by  the  chara£ler  and  example  of  M.  la 
Fayette,  feemed  at  firft  inclined  to  imitate  his  con- 
du6t;  and  by  the  orders  which  he  pnhlifhed  to  his 
army  on   the   13th,  he   excited  fo  ftiong  a  fuipicion 

K  asainft 
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againft  him,  that  a  decree  was  actually  paffed  for  his 
fufpenfion.  He  however  was  fo  fortunate  as  to  re- 
tract in  time ;  and  upon  the  arrival  of  the  commif- 
fioners  of  the  affembly  at  Valenciennes,  he  found 
means  fo  completely  to  conciliate  their  efteem,  that 
the  decree  was  repealed,  and  he  was  again  reinftated 
in  his  full  authority. 

The  politic  Dumourier,  who  had  affumed  the  com- 
mand at  Maulde,  faw  from  the  firft  the  party  which  it 
was  neceffary  to  embrace,  and  anticipated  the  wifhes 
of  the  affembly,  by  applauding  the  new  revolution 
even  before  the  arrival  of  their  commifiioners  :  by  this 
fortunate  ftep  he  regained  the  entire  confidence  of  the 
republicans,  which  he  had  loft  by  his  continuance  in 
the  miniftry,  and  in  confequence  was  afterwards  ap- 
pointed to  fucceed  M.  la  Fayette  in  his  command. 

Marfhal  Luckner  took  the  fame  decided  part.  In 
his  letter  to  the  affembly,  he  even  infinuated  that  it 
was  the  treachery  of  the  court  which  had  compelled 
him  to  retreat  in  the  midft  of  victory  from  the  Nether- 
lands; and  added,  "  that  now  the  king  was  depofed, 
he  hoped  he  would  not  be  ordered  to  retire  when  he 
next  entered  the  Auftrian  territories." 

Generals  Biron,  Montefquieu,  Kellermann,  and 
Cuftine,  all  fubmiued  to  the  authority  of  the  affembly, 
and  of  the  provifional  council  of  ftate,  and  took  the 
republican  oaths,  as  well  as  the  foldiers  of  their  re- 
fpe6tive  armies. 

Though  the  force  of  La  Fayette  had  been  trifling 
in  comparifon  with  that  of  his  adverfaries,  as  it  did 
not  exceed  twenty  thoufand  men,  ft  ill  he  had  contriv- 
ed to  keep  the  Auftrians  and  Pruffians  in  check,  and 
they  had  made  but  little  progrefs  towards  the  fubju- 
gation  of  France.  The  confufion,  however,  which 
the  tranfa&ions  we  have  juft  narrated  had  produced 
encouraged  the  combined  armies  to  advance,  and  the 
firft  conquefl  achieved  was  that  of  Longwy.  On  the 
21ft  of  Auguft,  general  Clairfait  prefented  himfelf 
with  an  army  of  fixty  thoufand  men  before  that  for- 
trels.     The  fiege  laded  about  fifteen  hours,  during 

which 
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which  time  the  enemy  kept  up  a  continual  and  heavy 
fire  of  bombs  and  artillery.  The  commandant  report- 
ed, that  the  magiftrates  and  citizens,  terrified  by  the 
bombardment,  had  infilled  upon  a  furrender,  and 
that  he  had  only  complied  with  their  requifition  ;  on 
the  other  hand  it  was  fufpecled,  and  not  without  fome 
ground,  that  nothing  lefs  than  treachery  in  a  com- 
mander could  compel  a  garrifon  of  two  thoufand  five 
hundred  men,  well  appointed,  in  a  place  ftrongly  for- 
tified, and  defended  with  feventy-one  pieces  of  can- 
non,  and  excellent  cafemates,  to  furrender  upon  fo 
fhort  a  fiege.  Upon  further  inquiry  thefe  fufpicions 
were  confirmed.  M.  Lavergne  the  governor  was  or- 
dered to  be  tried  by  a  court-martial:  and  a  decree  of 
the  affembly  was  paffed,  that  whenever  it  fhould  be 
retaken,  the  houfes  of  the  citizens  fhould  be  razed  to 
the  ground,  and  the  magiftrates  profecuted  for  high 
treafon. 

The  capture  of  Verdun  almoft  immediately  fuc- 
ceeded  that  of  Longwy.  It  was  fummoried  by  the 
duke  of  Brunfwick  on  the  31ft  of  Augufr,\nor  did 
the  example  of  the  punifhment  to  be  inflicled  on 
Longwy  deter  the  inhabitants  from  becoming  the 
dupes  of  their  apprehenfions.  As  Longwy,  there- 
fore, was  loft  by  the  treachery  of  the  commander, 
Verdun  was  reduced  by  the  cowardice  of  the  citizens. 
Diftruftful  of  the  incivifm  of  the  officers  after  the  affair 
of  Longwy,  the  affembly,  by  their  decree,  vefted  power 
in  the  municipality  to  controul  the  deliberations  of 
the  council  of  war.  M.  Beaurepaire,  the  governor, 
was  defirous  of  defending  the  town  to  the  laft  mo- 
ment ;  but  the  municipal  officers  were  determined  in 
favour  of  a  capitulation,  and  there  was  imminent  dan- 
ger that  the  foldiers  would  be  attacked  by  an  enemy 
within  as  well  as  without.  The  governor,  therefore, 
after  much  oppofition,  finding  himfelf  completely  out- 
voted, drew  a  piftol,  and  fhot  himfelf  dead  upon  the 
ipot.  The  confequence  was,  that  the  garrifon  capi- 
tulated, and  the  Prufiian  troops  entered  on  the  2d  of 
September. 

Immediatelv 
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Immediately  on  the  depofition  of  the  king,  the  am- 
baffador  of  Great  Britain  was  recalled,  with,  however, 
an  afTurance  of  friendfhip  and  neutrality  on  the  part 
of  his  court. 

Nearly  about  the  fame  period  a  decree  was  palled 
againft  M.  la  Favette,  declaring  him  guilty  of  high 
treafon.  M.  Barnave,  M.  Alexander  Lameth,  and 
fome  others  of  the  conftituent  affembly,  were  com- 
mitted to  prifon,  on  the  charge  of  a  counter-revolu- 
tion ;  which  however  appeared  to  be  founded  merely 
on  a  vague  mention  of  their  names  as  friends  to  the 
king,  in  fome  papers  which  were  faid  to  have  beerf 
found  in  raniacking  the  Tuilleries. 

The  plea  in  favour  of  republican  government  is,  that 
it  is  a  government  which  is  calculated  to  afford  equal 
protection  to  all  claffes  of  men;  that  it  admits  of  no; 
oporeffion,  becaufe  all  have  equal  rights,  and  all  ar$ 
interefted  in  the  prefervation  of  them.     The  practice 
of  republicans  in   all  ages  has  been  very  inconfiftent 
with  thefe  profeffions ;  but  in  no  inftance  has  this  in- 
confiftency  been  more  glaring  than  in  the  conduct  of 
the  republicans  of  France,    Whatever  apologies  may 
be  urged  for  the  favage  fury  of  an  irritated  people  on 
fnch  an  occafion  as  the  ftorming  of  the  Baftile  or  the 
Tuilleries,  there  can   be  none  for  the  blood  which 
Hi  earned  from   the  {caff olds ;  there  can  be  none  for 
the  condemning  in   a  cool  and  deliberate  manner  to 
death,  with  the  forms  indeed,  but  without  the  fub- 
ftance  of  juftice,  upon  evidence  the  molt  vague  and 
incoireft,  honourable   men,  whofe  only   crime  was 
that  of  having  ferved  the  fallen  monarch  with  fideli- 
ty.    M.  DelefTart,  the  friend  and  confident  of  Neck- 
ar,  was  beheaded  at  Orleans,  on  a  futile  charge  that 
he  knew  of  the  convention  of  Pilnitz  for  a  conside- 
rable time  before  he  communicated  it  to  the  aflem- 
bly.       M.    Dangremont,   the  late  paymafter  of  the 
king's  guards,  fuifered  at  Paris  on  the  iff.  of  Septem- 
ber, on  evidence  equally  frivolous.     M.  la  Porte,  in- 
tendant  of  the  civil  lift,  was   executed  at  the  fame 
time,  for  no  other  crime  than  that  of  diftributing  mo- 
ney 
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jiey  to  certain  writers  in  favour  of  monarchy.  M. 
faurofoy,  and  fome  others  of  lefs  note,  were  alfo  evi- 
dently facrificed  to  the  temporary  deluGon  and  pre- 
judices of  the  people. 

The  aiTembly  loft  no  time  in  putting  in  force,  with  the 
utmoft  rigour,  the  projected  decrees  againft  the  refrac- 
tory clergy.  On  the  19th  of  Auguft,  the  decree  for 
tranfporting  from  the  kingdom  fuch  of  the  priefts  as 
had  not  taken  the  civic  oath  was  revived  in  the  alTem- 
jbly,  and  paffed  by  acclamation.  The  diftrefs  and  mife- 
ry,  which  many  worthy  individuals  fuffered  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  decree,  cannot  be  fufficiently  deplored. 
Many  of  thefe  victims  of  confcience  were  hurried 
from  their  connexions  and  their  friends,  and  landed 
almoft  naked  and  pennylefs  on  a  foreign  more  ;  fome 
were  committed  to  prifon,  there  to  remain  till  a  mode 
of  conveyance  out  of  the  kingdom  fhould  be  found; 
fome  were  maffacred  by  the  populace  foon  after  they 
were  arretted :  and  no  inconfiderable  number  were 
referved  for  the  melancholy  cataftrophe,  to  which 
we  fhall  have  fpeedily  to  advert. 

It  will  remain  to  the  lateft  ages  a  monument  of  Bri- 
tifli  hofpitality  and  Britifh  liberality,  that  feveral 
thoufands  of  thefe  unhappy  fugitives  were  received 
in  England,  and  fupported  for  upwards  of  twelve 
months,  by  voluntary  fubfcription ;  that  all  parties 
joined  in  the  promotion  of  this  truly  chriflian  under- 
taking ;  that  no  prejudices,  religious  or  political, 
could  ftifle  the  voice  of  humanity,  or  eradicate  from 
the  hearts  of  Britons  that  generous  philanthropy, 
which  has  always  been  charafteriftic  of  the  nation. 

Of  the  atrocities,  which  we  have  now  to  relate,  the 
origin  and  caufes  are  involved  in  obfcurity.  By  the 
one  party,  they  are  charged  upon  a  wicked  and  fan- 
guinary  faction  ;  and  by  the  other,  that  is,  the  faclion 
to  whom  they  are  charged,  they  are  represented  as 
the  inftantaneous  effort  of  popular  refentment.  We 
fhall  (late  the  fa£ts,  as  far  as  they  are  known,  and 
leave  the  reader  to  form  his  own  conclufions. 

The  capture  of  Longwy,  and  the  approach  of  the 

Pruffians, 


\^Jb& 


7o  HISTORY  OF  THE 

Pruffians,  fpread  an  inftantaneous  alarm  through  the 
metropolis,  and  even  the  affembly  itfelf  partook  of 
the  contagion.  The  rumour  was,  that  the  enemy 
intended  to  leave  the  fortified  places  behind  them, 
and  proceed  immediately  to  Paris ;  and  this  was  fol- 
lowed by  continued  reports  that  the  duke  of  Bruni- 
wick  was  within  a  few  hours  march  of  the  capital. 
At  this  difaftrous  moment,  fufpicion  lodged  in  every 
heart,  and  terror  was  depi&ed  upon  every  counte- 
nance. Danton,  a  man  who  from  a  low  origin  (with 
only  the  advantage  of  a  tolerable  education,  for  he 
was  bred  to  the  law)  had  railed  himlelf  by  his  abili- 
ties and  his  boldnefs  to  the  fituation  of  minifter  of 
juftice,  and  who  certainly  projected  the  plan  of  dif- 
miffing  the  old  municipality  on  the  night  of  the  9th 
of  Auguft,  flood  forth  in  the  aflembly  on  this  memo- 
rable emergency.  He  obferved,  that  there  were 
more  than  eighty  thoufand  (land  of  fire  arms  in  Pa- 
ris, in  the  hands  of  private  perfons :  with  thefe  he 
propofed  to  equip  a  volunteer  army,  who,  inftead  of 
waiting  for  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  mould  fally 
forth  to  meet  the  danger.  Six  commiffioners  from 
the  aflembly  he  propofed  to  fend  to  the  feclions  to 
accelerate  the  enrolments;  and  a  body  of  cavalry, 
he  added,  might  be  equipped  from  thofe  horfes  which 
were  kept  for  pleafure.  The  plan  was  inftantly 
adopted,  and  a  decree  was  pafTed,  ordering  all  citi- 
zens, who  were  not  prevented  by  age  and  infirmities, 
to  hold  themfelves  in  readinefs  to  march  at  a  mo- 
ment's warning ;  and  this  was  followed  by  another 
for  the  difarming  of  all  fufpe&ed  perfons. 

We  have  had  but  little  occafion,  fince  the  termi- 
nation of  the  conftituent  affembly,  of  which  he  was  a 

a    f    ^    member,  to  mention  M.  Robefpierre.     He  had,  how- 
^  ever,  fince  that  period,  occupied  the  flation  of  public 

Uiirvt     accufer,  and  at  the  time  of  which  we  are  now  treat- 
ing, was  at  the  head  of  the   Jacobin  fraternity,  and 
*j        i  had  been  chofen,  as  well  as  Marat  (a  Pruffian,  who 

-  exifted  by  writing  libels  on  the  government,   and  by 

publishing  a  fcandalous  Journal)  a  member  of  the 

new 
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new  commune,  on  the  night  of  the  9th  of  Auguft. 
Thefe  two  men  were  intimately  connected  with  / 
Danton,  the  minifter  of  juftice  ;  and  to  this  trium--< '■&, .-.  Cfc 
v irate  the  horrors  of  that  dreadful  maffacrc,  which 
we  have  now  to  relate,  have  been  afcribed.  Since 
the  affair  of  the  10th  of  Auguft,  Petion  had  loft  part 
of  his  influence  with  the  populace,  and  Robefpierre 
had  proportionably  rifen  in  their  eftcem.  His  fan- 
guinary  and  unfeeling  temper  was  more  fuited  to 
their  habitual  and  favage  cruelty  ;  and,  as  he  is  illi- 
terate himfelf,  his  eloquence  is  of  that  fpecies  which 
is  molt  adapted  to  vulgar  apprehenfion.  In  the  Ja- 
cobin club,  this  man  had  been  unremittingly  clamo- 
rous for  the  trial  of  the  ftate  prifoners;  and  by  his 
endeavours  to  fatiate  the  barbarous  revenge  of  the 
populace,  he  gained  upon  their  affections. 

Whether  from  a  concerted  plan  to  produce  a  ge- 
neral maffacre,  in  which  it  is  infinuated  many  of  the 
members  of  the  affembly  were  to  be  included ;  or 
whether  it  was  fimply  intended  to  excite  the  ardour 
of  the  people  to  the  defence  of  the  country,  is  yet 
undetermined ;  but  certainly  the  mode  purfued  by 
the  commune  on  the  2d  of  September  was  pregnant 
with  danger  to  the  tranquillity  of  the  city.  Indead 
of  ordering  the  enrolments  of  volunteers  to  be  made 
in  their  refpe&ive  fe6Hons,  with  order  and  quietnefs, 
they  commanded  the  alarm-guns  to  be  fired  at  two 
o'clock,  the  tocfm,  or  alarm-bell,  to  be  founded,  the 
country  to  be  proclaimed  in  danger;  and  they  fum- 
moned  the  populace  to  meet  in  the  Champ  de  Mars, 
whence  they  pretended  they  were  to  march  in  a  bo- 
dy to  meet  the  approaching  enemy. 

The  alarm  guns  were  fired,  the  tocjin  did  found, 
but  it  was  not  the  knell  of  the  Pruffians,  but  of  the 
unhappy  prifoners  confined  in  the  gaols  of  Paris. 
The  people  did  affemble,  not  to  defend,  but  to  exter- 
minate their  countrymen.  It  is  a  debt  due  to  juftice, 
however,  to  exonerate  the  citizens  in  general  from 
the  crimes  of  that  day.  The  majority  of  the  people, 
though  greatly  agitated  by  the  alarm  which  was  given, 

repaired 
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repaired  not  to  the  Champ  de  Mars,  as  thefe  magif- 
trates  of  murder  and  infurreclion  had  wiihed,  but,  as 
it  were  by  inftincl,  to  their  refpeclive  fe&ions,  and 
there  entered  their  names  as  the  foldiers  of  iiberty. 

A  confiderable  multitude,  however,  was  brought 
together.  It  was  compofed  (as  the  Gironde*  affert) 
partly  of  hired  aflaffins,  and  men  fele&ed  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  producing  a  tumult  and  a  maflacre,  partly  of 
the  Marfellois  and  the  remnant  of  the  other  federates, 
and  partly  of  an  immenfe  multitude  attracted  to  the 
fcene  of  riot  by  their  curiofity  or  their  fears.  It  is 
however  uncertain,  after  all  that  has  been  faid  by 
both  parties,  whether  the  maflacred  was  a  preconcert- 
ed meafure,  or  the  ipontaneous  impulfe  of  a  part  of 
the  populace.  It  is  not  very  improbable  that  fome  of 
thofe,  who  had  loft  friends  and  relations  in  the  affair 
of  the  10th  of  Auguft,  might  be  fufficiently  ex  Ope- 
rated againft  the  ftate  prifoiKrs  fwhom  they  conlider- 
ed  as  the  authors  of  their  misfortunes)  to  make  the 
horrid  propofal.  Be  this  as  it  may,  we  can  only  re- 
port, that  the  refolutions  of  the  aftembly  were  fcarcely 
announced,  when  a  number  of  voices  exclaimed, 
w  that  they  were  ready  to  devote  themfelves  to  the 
fervice  of  their  country,  and  to  march  againft  their 
foreign  enemies;  but  they  muft  firit  purge  the  nation 
of  its  domeftic  foes/'  Without  further  deliberation,  a 
party  of  armed  men  proceeded  to  the  Carmes,  where 
a  number  of  the  non-juring  priefts  were  detained 
till  an  opportunity  fhould  occur  of  putting  in  force 
their  fentence  for  banifhment;  and  there,  in  cold 
blood,  the  remorfelefs  aflaffins  facrificed  every  one  of 
thefe  defencelefs  and  probably  innocent  men. 

From  the  Carmes  they  proceeded   to  the   Abbey 
prifon,  in  which  were  confined  the  Swifs  officers,  a»>d 

thofe 


*  The  more  moderate  party,  iucluding  Petion,  Briflbt,  Genfonne, 
Vergniaud:  they  derived  their  appell?rion  from  the  department  of 
Gironde,  the  deputies  of  which  were  among;  the  leaders  of  rhe  party. 
The  oppofite  faction  wns  called  the  Mountain,  fr  >ni  its  occupying  the 
high  feats  in  the  hall  of  the  convention;  Robefpierre,  Danton,  Marat, 
&c.  znay  be  confidered  as  the  leaders. 
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thofe  arretted  for  treafonable  offences  againft  the  na- 
tion on  the  10th  of  Auguft.  The  murderers  proceed- 
ed with  a  kind  of  method  in  their  crimes.  They  im- 
panelled a  jury,  nine  of  whom  it  is  faid  were  Italians, 
or  a  (la  dins  from  Avignon,  and  the  other  three 
French.  Before  thefe  felf-conftituted  judges  the 
wretched  prilbners  underwent  a  nummary  examina- 
tion. The  watch-word  that  pronounced  the  culprit 
guilty  was  ff  II  faut  le  largir"  (he  muft  be  fet  at  li- 
berty) when  the  viclim  was  precipitated  from  the 
door,  to  pafs  through  a  defile  of  mifcrcants  different- 
ly armed,  and  he  was  cut  to  pieces  with  fab  res,  or 
pierced  through  with  innumerable  pikes.  Some  they 
acquitted  ;  and  thefe  were  declared  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  nation,  and  accompanied  to  their  refpec- 
tive  homes  by  fome  of  the  banditti. 

The  whole  of  the  ftaff  officers  of  the  Swifs  guards 
were  maffacred,  except  their  commander,  M.  d'Affry. 
He  had  been  a  democrat  from  the  firft  of  the  revolu- 
tion, and  when  urged  by  the  queen  to  aflame  the 
command  in  the  Tuilleries  on  the  10th  of  Auguft, 
had  voluntarily  abfented  himfelf.  The  afTaftins  con- 
tinued the  whole  night  of  the  2d  at  the  Abbey,  and 
the  prifon  of  the  Chatelet,  whence  they  proceeded 
to  the  prifon  of  La  Force,  where  the  ladies  of  the 
court,  who  were  arretted  on  the  10th  of  Auguft, 
were  confined.  M 

In  this  dungeon  was  the  beautiful  and  accomplifh-  f 
ed  princefs  de  Lamballe,  the  friend  and  confidante^m-**^ 
of  the  queen.  When  fummoned  to  appear  before  the 
bloody  tribunal,  fhe  was  in  bed,  and  was  informed 
by  the  perfon  who  delivered  the  meffage,  that  it  was 
only  intended  to  remove  her  to  the  Abbey.  She 
begged,  in  return,  to  remain  undifturbed,  fince  to 
her  one  prifon  was  as  acceptable  as  another.  Being 
informed  that  fhe  mutt  appear  immediately  before  the 
tribunal,  fhe  drefled  in  hafte,  and  obeyed  the  fum- 
mons.  In  the  courfe  of  her  interrogation,  no  crimi- 
nation againft  the  queen  or  royal  family  couid  be  ex- 
torted from  her,  and  it  is  faid  it  was  the  intention  of 

L  the 
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the  judges  to  acquit  her.  As  fhe  was  conduced, 
however,  out  of  the  prifon,  ftupefied  with  horror  at 
the  mangled  bodies  that  lay  around  her,  Ihe  received 
from  behind  a  blow  on  the  head  with  a  iabre,  which 
produced  indantly  a  violent  effufion  of  blood.  In 
this  fituation  fhe  was  fupported  by  the  arms  by  two 
men,  Ivho  forced  her  to  continue  her  progrefs  over 
the  dead  bodies.  As  (lie  fainted  everv  moment  from 
loi's  of  blood,  like  Csefar  fhe  w7as  folicitous  to  fall  in  a 
tiecent  attitude  ;  and  when  at  laft  me  became  fo  en- 
feebled, as  to  be  able  to  proceed  no  further,  her 
head  was  fevered  from  her  body.  The  mangled 
corpfe  v/as  expofed  to  every  kind  of  indignity,  and  the 
head,  fixed  upon  a  pike,  was  carried  to  the  Temple 
and  fhewn  to  the  unfortunate  queen  who  fainted  at  the 
horrid  fight.  It  was  afterwards  carried  in  triumph 
round  the  ftreets  of  Paris,  and  particularly  to  the  Pa- 
lais Royal,  where  it  was  recognized,  probably  with- 
out much  feeling,  by  her  brutal  relations  :  madame 
tie  Tourzelle  and  her  daughter,  and  fome  otner  la- 
dies, who  were  confined  in  the  fame  prifon,  were 
fpared. 

g       Thefe  dreadful  ma  fiacres  laded  the  whole  of  the 

',  #2d  and  3d  of  September.     At  the  Abbey  prifon  one 

hundred  and  fifty-nine  were  mafiacred,  exclufive  of 

M.  M.  d'Angremont,  Roloy,  and  De  la  Porte,  who 

had   been   previoufly  beheaded;  at  the   feminary   of 

.St.  Firmin,  ninety-two  unfortunate  victims  fuffered  ; 

.  at  the  Carmes*,  one  hundred  and  forty-one;  at  the 
Hotel  de  la  Force,  one  hundred  and  fixty-eight;  at 
the  Chatelet,  two  hundred  and  fourteen  ;  at  the  Con- 
ciergerie,  eighty-five;  at  the  Bicetre,  one  hundred 
and  fifty-three;  and  at  the  cloider  of  the  Bernardins, 
feventy-three  ;  in  all  amounting  to  the  mocking 
number  of  one  thoufand  and  eighty-fivet — including 
however,  a  conhderable  number  of  felons,  who  were 
imprifoned  for  forging  afiignats,  and  for  other  crimes. 

*  The  convent  of  the  Carmelites. 

^  There  were  alfo  fome  murders  committed  at  the  Saltpetriere,  and 
on  the  Pcnt-au-Change. ' 

The 
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The  number  of  the  affaffins  has  been  varioufly  report- 
ed. They  were  at  firlt  fuppofed  to  amount  to  many 
thoufands;  but  the  general  opinion  is,  that  they  did 
not  exceed  two  or  three  hundred.  It  is  evident  how- 
ever, that  the  national  affembly  confidered  them  in  a 
formidable  view,  or  they  would  have  taken  ibme 
more  effective  meafures  than  that  of  fending  commil- 
fioners,  from  time  to  time,  to  diffuade  them  from 
their  violence.  It  is  probable  that  the  number  would 
at  firft  be  greatly  exaggerated  by  report^  and  that 
the  multitude  who  followed,  from  curiofity  or  the 
hope  of  plunder,  greatly  exceeded  thole  who  were 
actually  engaged  in  the  murders. 

The  friends  of  Petion  affert,  that  he  took  every 
method  to  prevent  the  perpetration  of  thefe  mifdeeds, 
but  that  he  fpoke  in  vain,  while  the  minifter  of  juf- 
tice  remained  filent.  M.  Roland  wrote  repeatedly 
to  M.  Santerre  ;  and  the  national  guards  were  all 
ready  in  their  feclions,  waiting  the  orders  of  the  com- 
mander in  chief  to  difperfe  the  mob  ;  but  there  is  too 
much  reafon  to  fuppofe  Santerre  an  accomplice  in 
the  plot,  if  there  was  one,  fmce  he  took  no  meafures 
whatever  to  prevent  thefe  attrocities. 

It  was  in  vain  that  the  deputies  difpatched  by  the 
affembly  exhorted  the  populace.  M.  Montmorin, 
the  late  mayor  of  Fontainbleau,  though  he  had  been 
acquitted  by  a  jury,  was  murdered  in  the  light  of  the 
deputies.  During  this  period  of  general  confufion 
and  horror,  feveral  mifcreants  availed  themfelves  of 
the  circumftance,  to  gratify  their  private  animofity, 
and  fome  individuals  were  affaffinated  in  different 
parts  of  the  city. 

The  example  of  Paris  was  fatally  imitated  in  other 
places,  particularly  at  Verfailles.  The  prifoners 
who  had  been  confined  at  Orleans  for  {late  offences,, 
were  ordered  thither  by  the  national  affembly  on  the 
8th  of  September.  The  preceding  evening  a  party 
of  affaffins  proceeded  from  Paris,  mod  of  them  in 
poft-chaifes,  and,  as  foon  as  the  prifoners  arrived, 
mafiacred  them  on  the  (pot.  The  inhabitants  cf  Ver- 
failles 
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failles  flood  flupefied  with  horror,  and  even  the  de- 
tachment which  had  guarded  the  captives  from  Or- 
leans flood  paffive  fpe&ators  of  the  maffacre.  Thus 
perifhed  the  duke  of  Briffac,  the  bifhop  of  Maudes, 
and  about  thirty  others.  At  Lyons  alio  fome  prifo- 
ners  were  maflacred  on  the  ninth. 

The  anarchy  which  fucceeded  the  10th  of  Auguft 
j    ir    was  not  foon  compofed.     On  the  17th  of  September 

ll'*-^  a  band  of  ruffians  broke  into  the  Garde  Meuble,  and 
robbed  it  of  an  immenfe  quantity  of  jewels,  and  other 
valuable  efFe6ts,  the  greater  part  of  which  have  never 
been  recovered. 

Before  we  clofe  our  account  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  national  aflembly,  it  is  proper  to  mention  a  de- 
cree which  was  propofed  by  a  diflinguifhed  member, 

(j  cu&rL^'  Jean  DeDry« — The  fubftance  of  this  fingular  pro- 
pofal  was,  "  To  levy  immediately  a  corps  of  twelve 
hundred  volunteers,  whofe  particular  obje6l  fhould 
be  to  attack  the  commanders  of  the  holtile  armies, 
and  the  kings  who  were  the  authors  of  the  war;  that 
thefe  volunteers  fhould  be  equipped  in  a  manner  the 
befl  adapted  to  the  purpofe,  and  that  on  each  a  pen- 
fion  for  life  of  two  thoufand  livres  fiool.)  per  ann. 
fhould  be  fettled,  with  the  reverfion  to  their  defen- 
dants to  the  third  generation." 

The  motion  was  oppofed  by  M.  Vergniaud  and 
others,  and  a  kind  of  previous  queftion  moved  upon 
the  occafion,  viz.  to  refer  the  matter  to  the  commit- 
tee of  fafety. 

The  difcuffion  was  curious  and  important — It  was 
obferved  by  the  opponents  of  Jean  Debry,  that  the 
propofal  was  unworthy  a  free  and  enlightened  nation ; 
that  afTaffination  was  an  expedient  againft  which  all 
the  generous  feelings  of  humanity  revolted  ;  that  it 
might  be  praclifed  as  well  in  a  bad  as  in  a  virtuous 
caufe  ,-  as  well  by  the  tyrant  as  by  the  molt  patriotic 
fpirit;  that  in  the  prefent  inftance  it  would  infallibly 
produce  reprifals;  that  if  a  band  of  tyrannicides 
fhould  be  formed  by  France,  whole  brigades  would 
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be  formed  by  the  enemy,  for  the  purpofe  of  extermi- 
nating her  commanders. 

In  reply  to  thefe  obfervations  it  was  urged,  that  of 
all  the  calamities  that  afflict  human  nature,  roar  is 
moft  to  be  deprecated  and  deplored;  that  any  expe- 
dient which  could  be  deviled  for  preventing  fo  great 
a  crime  and  fo  dreadful  an  evil  mult  be  laudable. 
Kings,  it  was  laid,  are  the  fole  authors  of  wars;  to 
gratify  their  caprice,  their  avarice,  or  ambition,  they 
in  cold  blood  devote  millions  to  mifery  and  to  death  ; 
unfeeling  cowards,  they  repofe  at  home  in  fecurity 
and  luxury,  remote  from  the  danger,  and  fealt  upon 
the  miferies  they  have  occasioned.  Which  then  u 
the  lefTer  evil  ?  to  devote  o?te  man  to  death,  or  expoie 
whole  nations  to  ruin,  to  devaftation,  to  wretchednefs, 
to  (laughter  ?  The  guilt  of  war  lies  wholly  with  the 
kings ;  the  puniiliment  falls  entirely  upon  their  inno- 
cent fubjects  :  but  let  kings  once  fear  for  their  per- 
fonal  fafety,  and  wars  will  for  ever  be  at  an  end. 

With  refpect  to  reprifals,  it  was  allowed,  that  fuch 
a  decree  would  certainly  provoke  them ;  but  it  was 
urged  on  the  other  hand,  that  the  combined  kings 
could  not  be  more  exafperated  againft  France  than 
they  were  already  ;  that  whether  the  decree  was  pair- 
ed or  not,  every  means  would  be  employed  for  the 
deftrufction  of  thofe  who  were  inverted  with  any  au- 
thority or  command ;  and  that  even  the  duke  of 
Brunfwick's  manifefto  was  in  fubftance  a  decree  to 
that  very  effect,  and  breathed  exactly  a  fimilar  fpirit 
of  fanguinary  vengeance. 

The  propofal  was  virtually  rejected  by  agreeing  t& 
refer  it  to  the  committee. 

The  advances  of  the  combined  armies  fmce  the  ioth 
of  Augufl  had  been  rapid  and  formidable.  On  *he 
30th  of  that  month,  general  Dumourier  called  a  coun- 
cil at  Sedan  of  all  the  general  officers  who  were  then 
in  that  diftrict,  M.  Dillon  having  been  ordered  from 
Valenciennes  on  purpofe  to  affift  at  it.  He  explain- 
ed the  diftrefled  ftate  of  the  French  army,  and  oh- 
ferved,  that  after  taking   pohVfion  of  Longwy,  ;: - 
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enemy  had  proceeded  to  Verdun,  and  it  was  yet  un- 
certain whether  or  not  they  would  undertake  the 
fiege  of  Montmedy.  The  Pruffian  army  amounted 
to  full  fifty-five  thoufand  chofen  men  ;  Clairfait  with 
fixteen  thoufand  had  taken  poftat  Chiers,  to  the  right 
of  the  Pruflians;  and  a  fecond  column  of  Auftrians, 
commanded  by  Prince  Hohenloe,  advanced  to  their 
fupport,  and  were  followed  by  the  Heflians  and  emi- 
grants, whofe  numbers  were  reputed  to  be  extremely 
formidable. 

In  this  council  it  was  determined  that  the  French 
were  by  much  too  weak  to  attempt  to  face  fo  immenfe 
a  force,  or  to  prevent  it  from  paffing  the  Meufe,  which 
was  fordable  in  fixty-nine  places  from  Verdun  to  Ste- 
nay.  In  the  mean  time  general  Dumourier  had  dif- 
patched  general  Galbaud  with  two  battalions  of  infan- 
try to  fupport  Verdun ;  but  from  what  has  been  al- 
ready related,  our  readers  will  have  anticipated  the 
event,  which  was,  that  the  attempt  proved  entirely 
fruitlefs. 

On  the  31ft,  the  Auftrians  took  poflefiion  of  Ste- 
nay,  after  a  flight  fkirmifh  with  the  vanguard  command- 
ed by  general  Dillon,  which  confifted  only  of  five  bat- 
talions of  infantry,  and  fourteen  fquadrons  of  light- 
horfe :  the  national  guard  of  Stenay  retreated  and 
joined  general  Dillon,  who  took  poll  at  Mouzon, 
clofe  by  the  army  of  the  commander  in  chief. 

The  whole  of  Dumourier's  force  at  this  time  was 
fcarcely  equal  to  the  fingle  divifion  commanded  by 
general  Clairfait,  who  muff  have  been  ignorant  of  his 
opponent's  weaknefs,  or  he  would  fcarcely  have  neg- 
lected to  attack  him.  With  this  fmall  army,  the  on- 
ly refource  to  the  French  generals  appeared  to  be, 
to  bury  themfelves  in  the  thick  foreft  of  Argonne. 
On  the  third  of  September  Dumourier  fell  back  to 
Grand  Pre  ;  and  general  Galbaud,  not  being  able  to 
throw  himfelf  into  Verdun,  had  taken  pod  on  the 
fide  of  Biefme  in  a  ftrong  pofition. 

In  this  critical  fituation  the  genius  of  the  French 
commander  rofe  fuperior  to  circumltances ;  and  fo 

far 
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far  from  being  difcouraged  by  the  inferior  force  of 
his  army,  he  determined  dill  further  to  weaken  it. 
He  faw  the  infinite  importance  of  the  pafs  in  the  fo- 
reft  of  Argonne  on  the  fide  of  Biefme,  where  gene- 
ral Galbaud  was  ftationed,  and  on  the  4th  difpatched 
general  Dillon  with  a  flrong  detachment  to  take  pof- 
fefTion  of  it.  General  Galbaud  on  the  moment  of 
Dillon's  approach  had  abandoned  the  pafs  in  utter 
defpair,  but  on  his  arrival  immediately  refumed  it. 
On  this  circumftance  the  whole  fate  of  the  campaign 
afterwards  depended,  and  the  pafs  of  Biefme  was  the 
Thermopylae  of  France. 

The  fpace  which,  with  a  force  fo  inconfiderable, 
w7as  occupied  by  the  French  generals  Dumourier  and 
Dillon,  is  fuppofed  to  have  extended  to  thirty  miles; 
their  chief  hope  refted  on  the  reinforcements  which 
they  expefted  to  receive,  and  their  objeft  was  to 
maintain  their  pofts  till  thefe  fuccours  mould  arrive. 
On  the  14th  of  September,  the  pafs  at  Grand  Pre 
was  attacked — A  panic  feized  the  whole  of  M.  Du- 
mourier's  army,  and  he  was  obliged  to  retreat  to- 
wards St.  Menehould:  the  Auftrians  however  in  this 
aclion  loft  prince  Charles  de  Ligne,  who  was  killed, 
with  a  number  of  men.  On  the  17th  general  Dillon 
was  attacked  in  his  pofl  at  Biefme,  but  the  enemy 
w7as  repulfed,  with  little  lofs  on  the  part  of  the 
French.  The  PrufTians  next  advanced  towards  Cha- 
lons, and  encamped  on  the  heights  of  La  Lune  ;  but 
Dumourier  in  the  mean  time  had  received  a  rein- 
forcement from  Pont  fur  Sambre.  General  Bour- 
nonville  had  alfo  raifed  the  camp  at  Maulde,  and 
joined  the  army  with  thirteen  thoufand  men,  and 
Kellermann  with  the  fouthern  army  foon  after  arrived. 

On  the  20th  of  September  the  French  were  firfl 
enabled  to  arreft  the  victorious  progrefs  of  their  ad- 
verfaries.  On  that  day,  general  Kellermann,  whofe 
divifion  confifted  of  not  more  than  fixteen  thoufand 
men,  was  attacked  by  a  body  of  troops  greatly  fupe- 
rior  both  in  number  and  in  difcipline.  The  determi- 
ned bravery  of  the  French  baffled  all  the  fkill  of  their 
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adverfaries.  The  duke  of  Brunfwick,  who  com- 
manded the  Prufiians,  attempted  repeatedly  to  fur- 
round  Kellerman,  but  Dumourier  conftantly  prefent- 
ed  himfelf  and  fruftrated  his  manoeuvres.  Keller- 
mann  fuftained  the  attack  for  fourteen  hours,  and  re- 
tained his  poll  till  ten  o'clock  at  night,  and  then  took 
another  more  advantageous  pofition  to  the  right  of 
the  enemy,  who  fuffered  him  quietly  to  make  this 
movement,  though  it  was  not  completed  ti-li  the  next 
morning.  All  parties  are  agreed  in  commending  the 
firmnefs  and  order  which  was  difplayed  on  this  occa- 
fion  by  Kellermann's  line.  The  artillery  of  the  ene- 
my made  not  the  fmalleft  impreffion  upon  it,  while 
the  German  foldiers  were  only  kept  to  their  guns  by 
the  difcipline  of  the  cane. 

On  the  fame  day  general  Dillon  was  again  attack- 
ed at  Biefme;  but  having  polled,  under  the  cover  of 
the  wood,  a  long  file  of  mufketeers  to  gall  their  flanks 
on  their  approach,  the  enemy  after  a  Imart  difcharge 
of  their  howitzers,  which  however  did  not  wound  a 
fmgle  man,  precipitately  retreated. 

The  advantages  refulting  to  the  French  from  the 
events  of  this  day  were  incredible.  It  leiTened  their 
apprehenfions  of  the  enemy,  and  gave  them  a  confi- 
dence in  themfelves.  It  proved  to  them  alfo  the  ad- 
vantages of  order  and  military  obedience,  and  taught 
them  to  place  fome  reliance  upon  their  generals,  and 
to  refill  thofe  difgraceful  panics,  with  which  the  ar- 
mies in  the  beginning  of  the  campaign  had  been  af- 
fected, chiefly  by  the  machinations  of  traitors. 

The  French  army  were,  notwithstanding,  ftill  in  a 
fituation  of  great  delicacy  and  danger.  The  Auftri- 
an«  and  PrufTians  were  dill  nearly  thrice  their  num- 
ber ;  Clermont  and  Varenncs  were  both  in  the  hands 
of  the  enemy ;  at  Grand  Pre  the  Pruffians  had  eftab- 
ijihed  their  hospital,  and  their  camp  on  the  heights  of 
La  Lunc  was  impregnable.  Thus  on  three  fides,  to 
the  earl,  north,  and  weft,  the  French  were  completely 
inclofed  j  and  to  the  fouth  the  roads  were  almofl  im- 
paflahlc.     The  inclemency    of  the   feafon   and   the 
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barennefs  of  the    country   faved  the  army  of  the  re- 
public at  this  period. 

The  pafs  which  general  Dillon  had  fo  fortunately 
feized,  and  had  occupied  ever  (ince,  proved  an  iniur- 
mountable  obftacle  to  the  duke  of  Brunfwick's  pene- 
trating by  the  nearefl  route  to  Paris;  and  finding  it 
impoflible  to  dillodge  the  French,  he  determined  to 
make  the  circuit  of  the  foreft  by  Varennes  and  Grand 
Pre,  a  circuit  of  about  fifty  miles.  The  length  of  this 
march  and  the  great  inclemency  of  the  feafon  laid  the 
foundation  of  that  fatal  difeafe,  which  afterwards 
proved  more  deftruclive  than  the  fwords  of  the 
French.  To  complete  their  misfortune,  the  rivers 
were  fo  fwollen  that  their  fupplies  were  almoft  en- 
tirely Hopped,  and  the  combined  army  was  ac- 
tually without  bread  for  four  days,  the  want  of  which 
the  foldiers  very  imprudently  endeavoured  to  fupplv 
by  the  unripe  grapes  of  Champaigne. 

Such  probably  were  the  circumstances  which  indu- 
ced the  duke  of  Brunfwick  to  propofe  an  armiitice, 
and  deGre  a  conference  with  the  French  general  on 
the  24th.  Various  conjectures  have  been  entertain- 
ed concerning  both  the  motives  and  the  object  of 
this  convention.  We  fhall  not  wafte  time  in  examin- 
ing minutely  the  grounds  of  thefe  fpeculations ;  let 
it  fuffice  to  fay,  that  there  is  no  evidence  to  induce 
us  to  concur  in  the  report,  that  the  miftrefs  or  the 
minifters  of  the  king  of  Pruffia  had  been  bribed 
by  the  French  ;  but  on  the  contrary,  there  is  reafon 
to  believe  that  nothing  but  the  duke's  conviction  of 
the  impoflibility  of  conquering  France  produced  this 
conceilion. 

It  is  fomething  lingular,  that  the  confederate  kings 
who  profeffedly  made  war  upon  die  conititution  of 
1789,  fhould  now  (after  the  lofs  of  fo  much  blood 
and  treafure,  after  having  wantonly  difturbed  the 
peace  of  France,  and  done  irreparable  injury  to 
their  own  fubjects)  defire  only  as  their  ultimate  object 
the  re-ejldblijhment  of  that  conjlitution.  It  is  a  fa 8: 
fcarcely  to  be  credited,  that  the  fame  duke  of  Brunf- 
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wick,  who  in  the  month  of  July  proftituted  his  name 
by  affixing  it  to  the  difgracefui  manifefto>  in  which 
he  profefled  his  intention  of  reftoring  to  the  king  of 
of  France  the  full  exercife  of  his  former  functions  j 
in  which  he  pronounced  an  irrevocable  fentence  of 
death  upon  all  the  members  of  the  national  affembly, 
and  other  public  functionaries  acting  under  the  con- 
stitution ;  that  in  the  month  of  September  he  fhould 
acknowledge  the  full  authority  of  the  French  nation 
to  give  laws  to  itfelf ;  that  he  mould  entreat  only  for 
the  perfonal  fate  of  the  king;  that  he  mould  with  his 
own  lips  requert  it  as  a  favour,  that  any  place  whate- 
ver might  be  ajfigncd  him  (the  king)  in  the  new  order 
of  things;  and  that  by  his  confident  Manftein  he 
mould  fay  to  Dumourier— "  Make  him  your  king  un- 
der the  iiricleft  limits.  Do  not  content  yourfelves 
with  tying  him  up  like  the  king  of  England — Make 
him  a  kins  of  Mahrattas — Make  him  a  itadtholder— 
Make  him  the  principal  tax-gatherer  of  the  country 
—Give  him  only  a  place — that  is  all  we  afk — and 
then  we  (hall  have  a  pretext  for  retiring. " 

While  we  feel  it  our  duty  to  expofe  the  inconfift- 
encies  of  defpotifm  ;  while  we  acknowledge  that  no 
part  of  the  conduct  of  PruiTia  is  to  be  attributed  to 
a  virtuous  motive  ;  while  it  is  evident  that  the  im- 
prudent and  criminal  conduct  of  the  combined  courts 
proved  the  deftructjon  of  the  unfortunate  Louis,  and 
that  they  would  now  retract  only  becaufe  they  were 
too  late  made  fenfible  of  their  folly  ;  (till  we  cannot 
jielp  regretting  that  this  moderate  language,  let  it 
proceed  from  what  motive  it  would,  was  not  attend- 
ed to  by  the  legiflature  of  France.  They  were  bound 
by  all  the  mod  facred  duties  to  give  peace  to  their 
bleeding  country,  and  the  boon  which  was  required 
by  the  king  of  Prufiia  was  the  molt  moderate  that 
could  be  a  iked  :  if  ever  fo  itrongly  bent  upon  a  re- 
publican government,  a  fplendid  title,  without  power 
or  without  wealth,  conferred  upon  their  former  mo- 
narch, could  not  have  injured  the  real  interefts  of 
the  democracy .     Such  conduct  would  have  been  true 
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REVCLUTldN  iN  FRANCE.  83 

polity  :  by  forming  an  alliance  with  Pruflia,  France 
Would  have  cut  the  very  finews  of  the  confederacy 
that  had  been  inftituted  againft  her.  England  would 
have  naturally  become  a  partner  in  the  treaty,  and 
the  mofl  excellent  confequences  for  the  bcnetit  of 
mankind  might  have  enfued. 

It  had  indeed  a  fliew  of  ancient  fpirit  and  freedom 
when  the  legiflature  decreed,  that  they  could  not 
treat  with  an  enemy  who  appeared  in  arms,  till  he 
had  totally  evacuated  their  country.  But  this  was" 
falfe  heroifm  ;  it  was  tinfel  and  not  gold  ;  and  thefe 
abfurd  imitations  of  Roman  fentiments  and  achieve- 
ments we  can  eafily  foreTee  muft  prove  the  ruiri  of 
France.  True  heroifm  is  the  refult  of  wifdom,  and 
confults  the  real  happinefs  of  thofe  for  whom  it  is  in- 
terested. To  have  endeavoured  to  fave  the  lives  of 
men,  and  to  lefl'en  the  fiim  of  human  calamity,  to  di- 
vert the  attention  of  the  nation  from  war  and  con- 
queft,  to  the  arts  of  peace,  and  the  ufeful  occupations 
of  agriculture  and  commerce,  would  have  confer- 
red fubftantial  glory  on  the  reprefentatives  of  France. 

The  conferences;  therefore,  between  the  generals, 
from  which  fomuch  was  expected,  ended  only  in  the 
retreat  of  the  Pruffians,  who  were  loon  after  followed 
by  the  armies  of  Auftria  and  Hefle-Caflel.  The  firft 
poft  abandoned  by  the  Pruffians  was  the  pafs  of  Grand 
Pre-  this  was  on  the  30th  of  September.  On  the 
ift  of  Oclober,  Clermont  was  alio  evacuated;  and 
the  Pruffians  decamped  from  their  ftrong  and  fortifi- 
ed 'pofnion  on  the  heights  of  La  Lune,  where  the 
French  found  upwards  of  300  horfes  half  eaten.  The 
retreat  of  the  enemy  was  (low,  encumbered  as  they 
were  with  lick,  and  wafted  with  want  and  fatigue* 
Their  route  lay  towards  Verdun- — It  has  been  iniinu- 
ated,  that  more  than  once  general  Dumourier  might 
have  interrupted  their  progrefs,  and  even  poffibly 
might  have  made  prifoners  of  both  the  king  and  the 
general ;  and  it  has,  from  this  circumstance,  been  fur- 
mifed,  that  a  fecret  treaty  exifted  between  the  gene- 
rals.    It    muft   however    be  remembered,  that   the 
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French  army  was  flill  inferior  in  number  to  the  ene- 
my, and  the  general  was  perhaps  imprefled  with  the 
confideration  of  how  much  he  mult  riik  by  a  defeat  at 
this  important  crifis. 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  Pruffians  in  their  re- 
treat made  any  confiderable  halt  at  Verdun  ;  and  the1 
garrifon  which  they  had  ftationed  there,  furrendered 
on  capitulation  to  general  Dillon,  on  the  i2th  of  Oc- 
tober. The  Pruffian  commander  at  this  place  had 
fome  very  free  converfation  with  general  Dillon,  in 
which  he  intimated  the  ftrong  defire  that  his  mailer 
had  for  peace  and  amity  with  the  French  nation  ;  and. 
in  a  previous  converfation  between  the  duke  of 
Erunfwick,  general  Galbaud,  commander  of  the 
French  artillery,  and  fome  other  officers,  the  fame 
fentiments  were  flrongly  expreffed  by  the  duke,  who 
virtually  difavowed  the  whole  fubftance  of  his  mani- 
felloes. 

Nothing  can  more  clearly  evince  the  weaknefs  and, 
folly  of  the  court  of  Berlin  than  this  vacillation  of 
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fentiment.  On  his  firft  determination  to  retreat, 
the  king  of  Pruflia  reproached  in  the  fevereft  terms 
the  French  princes,  and  the  Auftrian  general  Clair- 
fait — He  told  them,  "  they  had  deceived  him  grofs- 
ly,  and  that  he  would  remember  it  to  them  to  the 
end  of  his  exiftence."  On  this  variablenefs  and  un- 
certainty of  conduct,  it  is  impofhble  to  think  with 
refpect.  A  monarch  fpontaneoufly,  and  without 
provocation,  engaging  in  a  war  avowedly  on  a  prin- 
ciple contrary  to  all  that  has  ever  been  confidered 
as  facred  by  the  rights  of  nations — a  war  on  the  in- 
dependence of  a  neighbouring  ftate ;  and  breathing 
nothing  but  denunciations  of  vengeance  and  cruelty 
againft  that  nation  :  and  yet  in  fo  fhort  a  time  avow- 
ing fentiments  fo  extremely  oppofite — Now  anxious 
oply  for  war ;  next  foliciting  peace  ;  and  afterwards 
engaging  in  war  again.  It  is  impcfliblc  to  annex  fen- 
timents of  refpect  or  approbation  to  fuch  conduct. 

Another    ferious   caufe    of  blame  which  has  been 
laid  to  the  charge  of  the  king  of  Pruflia  and  the  duke 
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of  Brunfwick,  is  the  cruel  diftinclion  which  they 
made  in  their  cartel  for  the  exchange  of  pri loners  be- 
tween their  native  foldiers  and  the  emigrants.  By 
the  exception  of  thefe  brave,  though  perhaps  miliaken 
men,  feveral  of  them  were  actually  given  up  to  the 
(laughter;  and  whatever  right  the  French  might  have 
to  confider  them  as  rebels,  (till  the  king  of  Pruffia  had 
accepted  them  as  Joldurs,  and  they  were  under  his 
protection. 

There-capture  of  Longwy  followed  that  of  Ver- 
dun on  the  22d  of  Oclober,  on  which  dav  it  was  ta- 
ken  poifeffion  of  by  general  Valence,  though  in  fact 
the  capitulation  was  figned  on  the  18th.  The  Prui- 
fian  army  immediately  evacuated  the  territories  of 
France;  and  the  country  was  folemnly  proclaimed  to 
be  no  longer  in  danger.  General  Dumourier  had  for 
fome  time  been  abfent  from  the  army  ;  his  active 
mind  was  occupied  with  ftill  bolder  projects,  in  the  ex- 
ecution of  which  we  (hall  have  fpeeclily  to  follow  him. 

The  conduct  of  the  Pruffians  and  Auftrians,  during 
their  invafion  of  France  was  not  unexceptionable. 
The  rigid  difcipline  of  the  cane  and  the  fcourge  ferv- 
ed  indeed  to  reftrain  within  the  boundaries  of  milita- 
ry obedience,  the  wretched  and  paflive  inftruments 
of  defpotifm,  the  human  machines:  but  the  plunder 
of  enemies,  even  though  unarmed  and  defenceleis,  is, 
it  feems,  no  infringement  of  the  articles  of  war.  The 
contributions  levied  by  the  duke  of  Brunfwick,  upon 
the  credit  of  notes  payable  by  the  king  of  France, 
when  he  fhould  be  re-inflated  in  his  functions,  are 
fufficiently  notorious,  and  have  been  characterized 
by  a  diftingui fhed  orator  of  the  Britifh  fenate  as  a 
fpecies  of  fwindling.  The  harfh  treatment  of  M. 
George,  who  had  been  a  member  of  the  conftituent 
affembly,  and  afterwards  engaged  in  a  refpeclabie  ci- 
vil employment,  was  a  pitiful  revenge,  and  the  pue- 
rile reproaches  made  him  by  the  duke  of  Brunfwick 
were  ftill  more  contemptible. 

But  the  unfortunate  villagers  of  Voges  were  treated 
with  a  feverity  inconfiftent  utterly  with  what  has  been 
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termed  civilized  war.  Though  fituated  on  a  rnoun<* 
tain  and  well  calculated  to  form  apoft  of  Tome  ftrengtbi 
{till  its  fortifications  were  in  fuch  a  ftate  that  it  would 
have  been  folly  in  the  inhabitants  to  have  attempted 
to  refift  an  army.  Having  however  been  greatly 
harrafled  by  detached  marauding  parties  of  the  ene- 
my, the  villagers  refolved  to  defend  their  proper- 
ty againft  fuch  parties  in  future,  though  not  to  re- 
fill a  regular  fummons.  The  next  detachment  there- 
fore which  came  in  this  irregular  manner,  was  very 
bravely  repulfed;  but  immediately  returning  with  a 
itrong  reinforcement,  the  peafants,  after  a  gallant 
effort  were  compelled  to  fubmit.  As  they  were  not 
drejfed  in  the  uniform  of  foldiers,  thefe  brave  men 
were  judged  to  be  exempt  from  the  laws  of  war. 
They  were  dragged  to  the  head-quarters,  tied  to  the 
tails  of  horfes;  and  before  they  were  carried  away, 
-were  compelled  to  fet  fire  to  their  dwellings  with 
their  own  hands,  by  which  much  property  and  feveral 
lives  were  deftroyed.  A  mother  threw  herfelfat  the 
feet  of  the  barbarous  conquerors,  and  entreated  per- 
miflion  to  carry  with  her  her  two  infants.  Her  en- 
treaties  were  difregarded,  and  the  unoffending  babes 
perifhed  in  the  flames. 

Of  all  thefe  tribes  of  plunderers,  however,  none 
were  equal  to  the  Heflians  in  dexterity,  adroitnefs, 
or  in  the  extent  of  their  depredations.  Thefe  de- 
voted flaves,  who  are  actually  fold,  like  the  negroes 
on  the  coaff.  of  Africa,  to  the  beft  bidder,  by  trTeir 
rapacious  chief,  feemed  to  carry  with  them  to  the 
war  all  the  difpofitions  incident  to  a  ftate  of  flavery. 
Plunder  was  their  fole  objecl,  nor  could  any  thing 
deter  them  on  any  occafion  from  the  purfuit  of  it. 
Wherever  they  came,  like  a  fwarm  of  locufts,  they 
left  a  barren  wildernefs  behind  them.  Every  article 
that  could  be  removed,  and  that  was  of  the  leafl  va- 
lue, was  carried  away.  Not  only  the  money  and  the 
plate,  but  even  the  clothes  and  furniture  of  the  in- 
habitants were  purloined.  They  flripped  without 
mercy  the  rniferable  emigrants  themfelves,  and  plun- 
dered 


REVOLUTION  IN  FRANCE.  87 

dered  the  nobility  of  France,  who  ferved  in  the  com- 
bined armies,  with  as  little  remorfe  as  thofe  whom 
they  denominated  rebels.  Thefe  poor  men  indeed 
faw  their  error  too  late,  and  found  themfelves  equal- 
ly the  prey  of  thofe  who  pretended  to  arm  in  their 
defence,  and  of  thofe  from  whofe  atrocities  thev  fled. 

The  conduct  of  the  French  Soldiery  was  in  general 
much  more  refpeelable  in  this  infiance  ;  they  abftain- 
ed  religioufly  from  plunder,  and,  as  they  endured 
the  want  of  every  neceflary  with  fortitude,  were  cau- 
tious of  injuring  the  rights  of  others.  Their  politi- 
cal fanaticifm,  however,  fometimes  betrayed  them  in- 
to mocking  exccffes,  the  moft  flagrant  infiance  of 
which  occurred  at  Rhetel  in  the  beginning  of  Octo- 
ber. Two  battalions  of  volunteers  being  flationed  at 
that  place,  four  deferters  from  the  Pruffian  army  came 
to  offer  their  fervices,  and  were  received  by  the  offi- 
cers. In  the  courfe  of  the  day,  however,  fome  dif- 
pute  arofe  between  thefe  men  and  fome  of  the  Soldi- 
ers, when  an  alarm  was  initantly  fpread  among  the 
volunteers,  that  they  were  notPruffians,  but  emigrants 
and  fpies.  With  that  fatal  precipitation  which  in  fo 
many  recent  inflances  has  characterised  the  French 
nation,  the  reft  of  the  foldiers  immediately  feized 
thefe  unhappy  men,  and  in  defiance  of  their  offi- 
cers, in  defiance  of  juftice  and  entreaty,  cut  them  to 
pieces. 

General  Dumourieron  this  occafion  gave  a  faluta- 
ry  example  of  proper  Severity.  He  degraded  the  two 
battalions,  Stripped  them  of  their  military  accoutre- 
ments and  uniforms,  and  obliged  them  to  deliver  up 
the  immediate  delinquents.  The  battalions,  with  a 
returning  fenfe  of  honour,  acknowledged  the  juf- 
tice of  the  fentence  ;  but  entreated  that  inftead  of 
being  broken  they  might  be  fent  upon  fome  fervice 
of  more  than  ordinary  danger,  to  expiate  their  crime ; 
and  of  their  own  accord  delivered  up  to  the  fentence 
of  the  law  ten  of  their  body,  who  were  at  once  the 
caufes  and  the  agents  in  this  horrid  tranfa&ion. 

The 
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The  fieges  of  Thionville  and  Lifle  are  confpicuous 
circumftances  in  the  hi  (lory  of  this  campaign.  The 
former  is  a  {mall  but  ftrong  fortrefs,  and  was  en- 
trulted  to  the  command  of  general  Felix  Wimpfen, 
whole  reply  to  the  fummons  of  the  A u (Irian  general 
was,  tf  You  may  deflroy  the  fortrefs,  and  not  leave 
one  flone  upon  another,  but  you  cannot;  burn  the 
ramparts/'  It  refifted  during  the  whole  campaign, 
and  held  in  check  a  force  which  was  laid  to  amount 
to  twenty-eight  thoufand  men  ;  and  which  in  ieveral 
fuccefsful  faliies  the  belieged  frequently  harrafied  and 
difrrefled.  The  town  was  relieved  by  the  general  re- 
treat of  the  enemy;  and  the  victorious  garrifon  and 
commander  received  all  the  honours  and  applaufe 
which  a  grateful  country  could  confer. 

The  city  of  Lide  was  threatened  early  in  Septem- 
ber, and  on  the  23d  the  electors  of  the  department  of 
the  north,  who  were  affembled  there,  transmitted  a 
public  act  to  the  legiflative  body,  in  which  they  fwear, 
that  ((  they  would  be  buried  under  the  ruins  of  the 
town,  rather  than  abandon  their  poll."  As  the  pofTef- 
(ion  of  this  city  was  confidered  by  the  Auftrians  as  of 
iheutmoft  importance  to  their  views,  no  expence  was 
fpared  to  effect  its  reduction.  On  the  25th  the  duke 
of  Saxe  Tefchen,  who  was  appointed  by  the  court  of 
Vienna  on  this  important  command,  lummoned  the 
town  to  fur  render,  on  pain  of  being  delivered  up  to 
the  horrors  of  war.  The  anlwer  ofthe  council  gene- 
ral of  the  commons  was  at  once  modeft  and  fpirited: 
"  We  have  juft  renewed  our  oath  to  be  faithful  to 
the  nation,  and  to  maintain  liberty  and  equality,  or 
to  die  at  our  poll.  We  will  not  perjure  ourfelves." 
On  that  day  the  Auftrian  batteries  began  to  play  up- 
on toe  town,  and  were  directed  for  upwards  of  a  week 
to  that  quarter  which  was  inhabited  by  the  lower 
clais  of  citizens.  The  principal  motive  for  this  pro- 
ceeding was  evidently,  that  by  diftreffing  them  in 
particular,  they  might  be  rendered  mutinous  and  fedi- 
tious,  and  induced  to  rife  upon  the  magiftratcs  and 
commanders,  in  order  to  force  them  into  a  capitula- 
tion 
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tion.     In  this  the  enemy  was  difappointed  ;  for  on 
the  contrary,  infpired  with  a  degree  of  heroifm  pro- 
portioned to  their  danger,  thefe  very  citizens  caufed 
the  keys  of  the  city  to  be  carried  into  the  great  fquare 
and  hung  up  on  the  tree  of  liberty ;  and  at  the  fame 
time  pa{Ted  a  refolution,   that  whoever  prefumed  to 
remove  them  for  the  purpofe  of  delivering  up  the  ci- 
ty, fhould  be  punifhed  with  inftant  death.     This  fpi- 
rited  refolution  the  citizens  of  Lifle   fupported  with 
(what  mould  always  accompany  true  patriotifm)  or- 
der and  difcipline.     They  formed  themfelves  into  fe- 
veral  companies,  to  each  of  which  were  afiigned  its 
proper  functions  and  flation.     Every  precaution  was 
taken  to  prevent  mifchievous  effects  from  the  bom- 
bardment, and    a   number  of  women  and   children 
were  conftantly  employed  in   knocking  out  the  jufes 
to  prevent  the  explofion.     The   city,  however,  was 
foon  reduced  to  a  heap  of  ruins ;  and  the  inhabitants 
were  compelled  to  take  up  their  refidence  in  tempo- 
rary huts,  or  in  vaults  and  cellars,  which  were  form- 
ed into  a  kind  of  cafemates,  by  the  immenfity  of  rub- 
bifh  heaped  upon   them.     The  churches  and  public 
buildings  were  almott  all  deftroyed ;  but  the  valour, 
patriotifm,  and   virtue  of  the    inhabitants   increafed 
with  their  diftrefs ;  and  as  foon  as   a   family  was  dri- 
ven from  its  habitation  by  the  devattations  of  the  ar- 
tillery, it  was  hofpitably  incorporated  with  another. 
To  the  6th  of  October  at  noon  the  firing  was  incef- 
fant;  (hells,  red-hot  balls,  and  every  inttrument  of 
deftruclion,  were  fhowered   upon   the  devoted  city. 
The  Princefs  Chriftina,  fitter  to  the  duke   of  Saxe 
Tefchen,  with  her  whole  court,  attended  to  view  the 
brilliant   fpe&acle,  and  in  the  hope  of  enjoying  the 
triumph  of  conqueft.     It  is  even  faid,  that  the   prin- 
cefs herfelf  applied  the  match  to  fome  of  the  engines 
of  deftruftion.  As  the  garrifon  was  too  fmall  to  watte 
its  force  in  fallies,   nothing  of  that  kind  was  attempt- 
ed ;  but  its   courage  and  indefatigable    afliduity  are 
beyond  encomiums:   and  marfhal    Rualt,  the   com* 
jnander,  deferves  to  be  recorded  with  every  mark  of 
,  N  refpeft 
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refpecr..  It  is  computed  that  the  Auftrian  batteries 
fired  upwards  of  thirty  thoufand  red-hot  balls  and  fix 
thoufand  bombs  upon  the  city,  exclufive  of  the  fire 
of  ope  of  the  finer!  battering  trains  that  ever  appear- 
ed in  the  field.  Notwithstanding  this,  the  lofs  of 
lives  was  not  great  j  io  formidable  in  appearance,  and 
fo  little  deftruclive  in  reality,  is  artillery.  The  whol0 
lofs  of  both  garrifon  and  people  did  not  exceed  five 
hundred,  three-fourths  of  whom  were  women  and 
children.  The  Auftrians  had  flattered  themfelves 
with  being  able  to  maintain  this  poft,  fhould  they 
have  fucceeded  in  their  plan  for  its  reduction,  not- 
withstanding the  retreat  of  the  combined  armies :  but 
finding  themfelves  utterly  deceived  in  their  expecta- 
tions, on  the  7th  and  8th  of  Oclober  they  began  to 
break  up  their  camp,  and  the  fiege  was  raifed. 

The  arms  of  France,  at   this  period,  were  victoria 
ous  in  every  nuarter.     The  kin^  of  Sardinia  bad  long 
been  regarded  as  hollile  to  the  revolution.     He    had 
been  among  the   firfl;  to  encourage  and  afTifl  the  emi- 
grants ;  he  had  acceded  to  the  treaty  of  Pilnitz;  he  had 
arretted  the  French  Ambadador  on  the  frontiers,  on 
pretences  allowed    afterwards    to    be  groundlefs;  he 
had  encreafed  his  armaments  in  Savoy,  and  filled  the 
fortrefs  of  Montmelian  with  troops ;  and  after  the  af- 
fair of  the  10th  of  Augufl  he  had  held  a  congrefs  of 
the  foreign  minidcrs,  to  deliberate  on  a  plan  for  invad- 
ing France.     That  plan  was,  however,  deferred.    It 
was  upon  thefe  reafons  that  the  national  aflembly,  on 
the  16th  of  September,  declared  war  againft  the  king 
of  Sardinia  j  and  about  the  20th  general  Montefquieu 
entered  the  territories  of  Savoy.     He  delcribe^  his 
march  as  "  a  triumph"— He  was  every  where  received 
with  joy,  and  troops  flocked  to  his  ftandard  from  eve- 
ry part. '    A    deputation   from   Chambery    waited  on 
him  almoft.  as  foon  as  he  palled  the  boundary,  and  on 
the  21ft  he  proceeded  with  a  detachment  to  take  pof- 
feffion  of  that  city.     The  municipality  waited  for  him 
at  the  gate  in  their  drefs  of  ceremony  to  deliver  up 
the  kevs ;  and  teilifled.  in  warm  terms,  the  efteem  in 

which 
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which  the  people  of  Savoy  held  the  French  nation. 
At  the  Hotel  de  Ville  he  received  the  homage  of  all 
the  citizens,  and  invited  them  all  to  an  entertain- 
ment he  had  prepared  for  the  purpofc.  As  a  mark 
of  confidence,  he  left  the  Hotel  de  Ville  in  the  cuf- 
tody  or  their  own  town  guards,  a  circumflance  which 
was  received  with  every  expreffion  of  fatisfaction  by 
the  citizens :  after  this  the  whole  country  of  Savoy 
fubmitted  without  refiftance. 

With  another  body  of  troops  general  Anfelm 
(who  had  been  bred  an  ecclefiaflic,  but  quitted  the 
profeffion  for  that  of  arms)  crofTed  the  Var,  and  on 
the  29th  of  September,  being  fupported  by  admiral 
Truguet  with  nine  fail  of  the  line,  took  pofTefTion  of 
Nice,  which  was  evacuated  by  the  Piedmontefe  gar- 
rifon  on  the  appearance  of  the  French.  With  the  ci- 
ty of  Nice,  the  fortrefs  of  Montalban,  and  Villa  Fran- 
ca, and  indeed  the  whole  country  of  Nice,  fubmitted 
to  the  conquerors.  General  Anfelm  on  his  hY(t  arri- 
val was  extremely  popular  among  the  Piedmontefe, 
and  they  appeared  difpofed  in  eveiy  refpeel  cordially 
to  unite  with  the  French  republic. 

Whether  from  the  imprudence  of  the  general,  bow- 
ever,  or  from  the  want  of  difcipline  in  the  foldiers,  it 
is  not  ealy  to  determine,  but  the  grofTeft  exceiles 
werefoon  after  committed;  the  French  name  was  dif- 
graced,  and  the  nation  rendered  odious  in  that  quar- 
ter. The  confequence  was,  that  general  Anfelm  was 
di unified  from  his  command,  and  afterwards  commit- 
ted to  prifon. 

An  inflance  offeveritv  in  admiral  Truguet,  which 
was  indeed  juflified  in  forne  degree  by  the  laws  of  war, 
and  by  a  grofs  provocation,  contributed  alio  to  injure 
the  popularity  of  the  French  in  the  territory  of  Sardi- 
nia. On  the  23d  of  October  the  admiral  arrived  in  the 
harbour  of  Onaglia,  and  having  prepared  a  procla- 
mation inviting  the  inhabitants  to  a  union  with  the 
French  nation,  he  fent  it  by  captain  Duchayla  under 
a  flag  of  truce,  to  be  prefented  to  the  magiitratcs. 
The  admiral  followed  the  boat,  which  proceeded  with 

the 
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the  flag  of  truce  alone,  and  ordered  the  other  veffels 
to  keep  ftudioufly  at  a  diftance  from  the  fhore.  The 
people,  at  firft,  appeared  to  receive  the  boat  with  de- 
monfirations  of  friendfhip;  but  at  the  moment  cap- 
tain Duchayla  was  preparing  to  addrefs  them  at  a 
fmall  diftance,  they  affailed  it  with  a  fhower  of  muf- 
ketry,  by  which  the  aid-de-camp  of  marfhal  Lahouliere, 
who  accompanied  captain  Duchayla,  twomidfhipmen, 
and  four  feamen  were  killed,  and  the  captain  himfelf 
and  adjutant-general  Lacouverfiene,  wounded. 

The  magiftrates  affecled  to  excufe  themfelves ;  but 
their  apology  not  proving  fatisfa&ory  to  the  admiral, 
he  prepared  to  take  an  ample  and  indeed  a  cruel  re- 
venge. As  foon  as  the  boat  was  out  of  danger,  he 
ordered  his  fquadron  to  drop  their  anchors,  and  can- 
nonade the  town — At  the  fame  time  it  was  attacked 
by  land  by  marfhal  Lahouliere,  and,  being  taken  by 
florin  was  furrendered  to  a  general  plunder,  and  af- 
terwards fet  on  fire  in  different  places. 

To  conclude  our  narrative  of  the  operations  of  the 
fouthern  armies,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  revert  to  ge- 
neral Montefquieu,  and  to  relate  his  tranfaclions  with 
the  republic  of  Geneva.  The  conquefl  of  Savoy  by 
the  French  fpread  an  inftant  alarm  over  the  neigh- 
bouring ftates,  and  the  ariftocratic  faction  in  Geneva 
in  particular  felt  no  inconfiderable  portion  of  uneafi- 
nefs.  From  the  other  Swifs  cantons  this  party  de- 
manded a  garrifon  of  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  men, 
while  a  French  party  in  the  city  were  clamorous  for 
placing  the  republic  under  the  protection  of  France. 
There  appears  fome  reafon  to  fufpecl  that  the  execu- 
tive council  of  France  were  not  indifpofed  to  take 
poffeflion  of  this  flourifhing  republic  ;  and  with,  or 
without  reafon  (for  the  affair  has  never  been  fatisfac- 
torily  explained,)  pretended  to  be  offended  by  the 
admiffion  of  the  Swifs  garrifon.  Montefquieu,  by 
their  orders,  prefented  himfelf  before  the  city.  The 
ariftocracy  became  immediately  alarmed  ;  they  ex- 
tended the  olive  branch  to  the  French  general,  and 
the  difpute  was  terminated  with  apparent  equity,  on 

the 
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the  one  fide,  by  the  difmiflion  of  the  Swifs  garrifon, 
and  on  the  other,  by  the  withdrawing  of  the  French 
troops  from  the  vicinity  of  the  republic. 

The  democratic  party  in  Paris  could  not  eafily  for- 
give this  conceilion  in  their  general.  Montefquieu 
was  fufpe&ed,  and  even  acculed  of  having  received 
a  bribe ;  and  foon  after,  various  charges  of  pecula- 
tion being  exhibited  againfl  him,  to  lave  himfelf  from 
deflru£lion,  or  at  leafl  from  the  humiliation  and  riik 
of  a  trial,  he  left  the  army  and  efcaped  into  Switzer- 
land. 

The  conquefls  of  Cufline  in  the  circle  of  the  Upper 
Rhine  were  not  lefs  brilliant  than  thole  of  his  col- 
leagues. It  was  with  considerable  difficulty,  from  the 
badnefs  of  the  roads,  and  the  quantity  of  rain,  that  he 
could  collect  his  army  at  Landau  by  the  29th  of  Sep- 
tember. On  that  morning,  however,  he  proceeded 
towards  Spires,  which  he  reached  on  the  following 
day.  He  found  the  Auftrians  drawn  up  in  order  of 
battle  before  Spires,  having  on  their  right  an  emi- 
nence, which  is  above  the  gate  that  looks  towards 
Worms,  a  ravine  before  them,  and  their  left  extend- 
ed among;  feme  gardens  furrounded  with  thick  hedges. 
In  this  polition  the  general  did  not  hefitate  to  attack 
them,  and  foon  forced  them  to  retreat  within  the 
walls  of  the  city.  Having  tried  for  a  fhort  time  to 
force  the  gates  with  cannon,  and  perceiving  the  ar- 
dour of  his  troops,  general  Cufline  propoied  to  cut 
them  down  with  axes,  and  the  propofal  was  eager- 
ly received  by  the  ioldiers.  The  gates  were  ipee- 
dily  demolifhed,  and  the  French  rufhed  into  the  town 
with  their  uiuai  impetuofity;  but  the  enemy,  who  had 
taken  pofleffion  of  ail  the  adjacent  houfes,  commenc- 
ed a  heavy  and  deflruclive  fire  upon  them,  almoft  as 
foon  as  thev  entered.  Fortunately  general  Cufline 
had  taken  the  precaution  to  place  at  the  head  of  the 
columns  fome  howitzers  and  eis^ht  pounders,  winch 
enabled  him  to  rally  his  troops,  who  were  in  fome  de- 
gree difordered  at  firft  by  the  violence  of  the  diichargc 
of  mufketry  from  the  houfes,      The  Auftrians  had, 

however, 
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however,  apparently  no  intention  of  maintaining  their 
ground;  they  immediately  retreated,  and  left  Cuftine 
mailer  of  the  city.  The  French  on  this  occafion  took 
upwards  of  three  thoufand  prilbners,  bcfides  a  great 
quantity  of  cannon,  howitzers,  &c. 

The  capture  of  Worms  by  M.  Neuvigner,  with  a 
detachment  from  Cuftine's  army,  immediately  fuc- 
ceeded  that  of  Spires,  and  the  movements  of  the  French 
were  fo  rapid,  that  the  enemy  had  not  found  it  pofhble 
to  remove  their  {tores ;  an  immenfe  quantity  therefore 
of  every  kind  was  found  in  this  place.  M.  Cuftine 
laid  the  bilhop,  the  chapter,  and  the  magiftrates,  un- 
der a  heavy  contribution  :  the  lofs  of  the  Auftrians  in 
men  was  alio  confiderablc. 
Crtt  On  the  19th  of  Oclober,  in  the  n*dft  of  heavy  rain, 
general  Cuitine  by  forced  marches  arrived  before 
Mentz.  The  ftate  of  the  fortreffes  was  previoudy 
well  known  to  him;  and  the  garrilon  amounted  to 
about  fix  thoufand  men.  On  the  20th  he  fummoned 
the  governor  to  furrender,  who  anfwered  that  he 
meant  to  defend  the  town,  but  requefted  till  the  21ft 
to  confider.  In  the  mean  time  the  garrifon  never 
ceafed  their  fire;  but  to  end  it,  M.  Cuftine  again 
wrote  to  the  governor;  a  capitulation  was  agreed  up- 
on, the  chief  article  of  which  was,  that  the  garrifon 
fhould  not  ferve  in  the  war  for  the  fpace  of  one  year; 
W  and  on  the  21ft  the  garrilon  marched  out  with  the 

honours  of  war. 

Frankfort   fell  into    the   hands  of  this  victorious 
2  3 ,  commander  on  the  23d  of  OBober.     In  confequence 

of  the  protection  and  afliitance  which  this  city  had 
granted  to  the  emigrants,  M.  Cuftine  thought  proper 
to  impofe  on  the  magiftrates  a  fine  of  one  million  five 
hundred  thoufand  florins;  but  on  their  representa- 
tion he  was  afterwards  induced  to  remit  the  five  hun- 
dred thoufand. 

The  fucceffive  capture  of  three  places,  of  fuch  con- 
fiderable  ftrengthand  importance,  in  fo  fliort  a  fpace 
of  time,  is  almoft  without  example  in  the  hiftory  of 
military  affairs.     The  enlarged  and  ardent  ambition 

of 
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of  the  general  would  have  penetrated  to  Coblentz, 
that  noted  receptacle  of  the  enemies  of  French  liber- 
ty :  in  this  daring  project,  he  complained  that  he  had 
been  difappointed  by  the  tardineis  and  inactivity  of 
Kellermann.  He  wifhed  that  general  to  pafs  the 
Sarre  and  the  Mofelle,  direclly  to  Treves  and  Cob- 
Jentz,  and  to  leave  a  fmall  party  to  watch  the  motions 
of  the  PrufEans  in  their  retreat.  Kellermann  howe- 
ver vindicated  himfelf  by  dating,  that  after  Dumou- 
rier  left  him,  he  had  no  more  than  fifteen  thoufand 
men  under  his  command,  and  Valence  not  more  than 
fourteen  thoufand  ;  the  Pruflians  amounted  to  up- 
wards of  fifty-five  thoufand  men,  and  confequently  he 
was  neither  able  to  penetrate  fuch  a  body,  nor  did  he 
think  it  fafe  to  leave  the  French  territory  open  to 
their  incurfions. 

The  general  difappointed  in  this  favourite  meafure, 
ftill  proceeded  to  extend  his  cenquefts  in  the  domini- 
ons of  the  prince  of  Heffe.  Ey  the  union  of  the 
Pruflians  with  the  Heflians  and  Auftrians,  however,  a 
check  was  put  upon  his  career  before  the  termination 
of  the  campaign.  On  the  fecond  of  December  the 
Pruflians  appeared  before  Frankfort,  the  gates  of 
which  were  treacheroufly  opened  by  fome  of  the 
populace.  Moft  of  the  French  garrifon,  to  the 
amount  of  one  thoufand  three  hundred,  were  mafla- 
cred,  and  feveral,  who  had  been  taken  prifoners, 
were  fent  the  next  day  to  Mentz  with  their  hands  cut 
off:  this  diabolical  action  was  committed  by  Heflians 
in  the  difguife  of  peafants.  After  the  furrender  of 
the  city,  a  fmart  a&ion  took  place  between  the  two 
armies,  in  which  that  of  the  Pruflians  amounted  to 
fifty  thoufand,  and  Cuftine's  to  only  twenty-three 
thoufand.  The  French  however  maintained  their 
ground  from  one  o'clock  till  three,  when  they  retired 
to  a  wood,  whence  they  were  able  to  annoy  their  ad- 
verfaries,  and  to  keep  them  in  check, 

Perhaps  the  whole  hiftory  of  mankind  fcarcely  in- 
cludes a  picture  fo  ftriking,  of  the  furprifing  effects 
refulting  from  the  enthufiafm  of  liberty,  as  the  Rate 
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of  Franee  at  this  moment  preferred.  Actuated  by 
this  fpirit,  the  hafty  levies  of  undifciplined  peafants 
were  at  once  converted  into  regular  armies.  Battali- 
ons, compofed  chieflv  of  beardleis  boys,  chafed  from 
the  field  the  difciplined  legions  of  Germany  and  Pruf- 
fia  ;  and  though  checked  by  no  military  fyftem,  no 
code  of  war,  no  regularly  appointed  authority,  this 
principle  alone  was  Tufficient  to  retain  them  in  order 
and  fubordination.  Even  the  female  fex  partook  in 
the  general  patriptifm,  and  many  of  them  proved 
equal  in  courage  and  conduct  to  the  braveft  of 
ours.  Not  only  the  filter  of  general  Anfelm,  and  the 
two  mifs  Fernigs,  who  ferved  as  aids  de  camp  to  ge- 
neral Durnourier,  but  many  others  of  the  Frenchwo- 
men, diftinguifhed  themfelves  by  the  moft  heroic  ex- 
ertions; and  even  the  artillery  was  frequently  ferved 
by  female  patriots,  who,  regardlefs  of  natural  or  ha- 
bitual weaknefs  and  imbecility,  by  their  fpirit  and  ac- 
tivity compenfated  for  the  want  of  that  force  and  vi- 
gour which  has  hitherto  been  exclufively  attributed 
to  men. 


CHAP.     IX. 

f^Jroceedings  of  the  French  legiflature — Decree  concern- 
ing  divorces  cenfured — Meeting  of  the  national  con- 
vention— Its  character — Abolition  of  royalty- — Decrees 
relative  to  the  eJlablifJiment  of  a  republic  on  the  bafts 
of  equality — Propofal  of  Manuel  for  abolifung  reli- 
gious eflablifJiments  rejected  with  contempt — Abolition 
of  the  titles  of  Monjienr  and  Madame — Dijfolution 
of  the  tribunals — Incorporation  of  Savoy  with  the  re- 
public of  France — III  treatment  of  the  generals — Con- 
vention divided  into  factions — -Accufation  of  Robe- 
fpierre  and  Marat — Decree  againfl  tbe  emigrants- 
Decree  cf fraternity — Victorious  career  of  Dumourier 

—Action 
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— Action  at  Bojfu — Battle  of  Gemappe — Capture  of 
Mons — Action  at  Anderlecht — Triumphant  entry  of 
Dumourier  into  Brufjch — Reduction  of Tournay,  Ma~ 
linet,  Ghent,  Antwerp,  Louvain,  and  Namur — hiva- 
fion  of  Liege — Action  near  Tirlemont — Conquejl  of 
Liege — Subfequent  dijlreffes  of  the  French  army. 

WHILE  the  French,  as  patriots  and  foldiers, 
mu ft  attract  the  admiration  of  the  hiftorian, 
their  inability  and  weaknefs  as  legiflators  cannot  fail 
equally  to  excite  his  contempt  and  furprife.  One  of 
the  lalt  acts  of  the  legiflative  afiembly  calls  for  the 
reprobation  of  every  man  who  has  a  regard  to  good 
morals  or  focial  order.  It  was  to  legalize  adultery, 
to  authorize  a  community  of  women,  by  a  law  which 
enabled  the  ordinary  tribunals  to  pronounce  a  fen- 
ten  ce  of  divorce  between  any  married  couple,  not 
only  on  mutual  agreement,  but  on  the  application  of 
either  party,  alledging  (imply  as  a  caufe,  incompati- 
bility of  humour  or  character.  The  female  children 
were  directed  by  this  decree,  to  be  entirely  confided 
to  the  care  of  the  mother,  as  well  as  the  males  to  the 
age  of  feven  years,  when  the  latter  were  again  to  be 
re-committed  to  the  fuperintendance  of  the  father  : 
provided  only,  that  by  mutual  agreement  any  other 
arrangement  might  take  place  with  refpect  to  the  dif- 
pofal  of  the  children;  or  arbitrators  might  be  chofen 
from  the  neareft  of  kin  to  determine  on  the  fubject. 
The  parents  were  to  contribute  equally,  however,  to 
the  maintenance  of  the  children,  in  proportion  to 
-  their  property,  whether  under  the  care  of  the  father 
or  mother.  Family  arbitrators  were  to  be  chofen  to 
direct  with  refpect  to  the  partition  of  the  propertv,  or 
the  alimentary  penfion  to.be  allowed  to  the  party  di- 
vorced. Neither  of  the  parties  could  contract  a  new 
marriage  for  the  fpace  of  one  year. 

The  confufion,  the  litigation,  the  domeftic  contefts 
and  the  fatal  jealoufies  that  fuch  an  arrangement 
mud  produce  in  families,  might  have  been  fufficient 
to  deter  men  of  any  information  or  judgment  from  fo 

O  pernicious 
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pernicious  a  meafure ;  but  thefc  are  fmall  ev<ls  in 
comparifon  with  the  perverfion  of  the  moral  princi- 
ple, which  mu(t  neceffarily  enfue,  the  effeminate, 
luxurious  and  profligate  habits,  that  mult  follow  this 
unreftrained  gratification  of  the  animal  propenfities. 
Men  converfant  in  hiftory  might  have  known  that  the 
law  of  polygamy  has  enervated  the  whole  Muflulman 
empire  ;  has  rendered  its  fubjects  incapable  of  virtue 
or  liberty  ;  and  that  this  very  law  of  divorces  was  the 
immediate  taufe  of  the  overthrow  of  the  republic  of 
Rome. 

We  have  already  intimated  how  inferior  this  a  (Terri- 
bly was  in  character  and  ability  to  that  which  it  fuc- 
ceeded.  Its  characlerifric,  however,  was  rather  weak* 
nefs  than  diihoneity.  The  majority  was  undoubted- 
ly compofed  of  men  who  meant  well  to  their  coun- 
try ;  but  unfortunately,  by  the  intrigues  of  the  Jaco- 
bins, the  influence  of  the  Paris  mob,  and  the  acti- 
vity of  the  republicans  themfelves,  a  fmall  fadlion  of 
anarchifts  and  levellers  became  in  the  end  the  ruling 
party.  Had  the  afiembly  in  time  taken  the  decihve 
Itep  to  decree  the  removal  of  the  king  and  the  legilla- 
ture  from  the  factious  metropolis,  they  might  Hill 
have  continued  their  labours  with  profit  to  their 
country,  and  with  honour  to  themfelves.  After  the 
fatal  10th  of  Auguft,  the  legiflature  afted  entirely 
under  the  controul  of  the  populace.  The  galleries, 
and  not  the  benches,  decided  every  queftion.  Vau- 
blanc,  Dumas,  and  all  thofe  who  united  integrity 
with  refpeclability  of  character  and  coolnefs  of  un- 
derftanding,  were  filenced  or  expelled,  and  the  fuf- 
penfion  of  the  king  was  followed  by  a  fufpenfion  of 
the  whole  collective  wifdom  of  the  nation. 
ftQjekt*  On  the  20th  of  September,  the  Convention  met ; 
but  if  there  was  reafon  to  complain  that  the  legifla- 
tive  affembly  was  inferior  in  refpeclability  to  their 
predeceffors,  it  was  with  grief  and  apprehenfion  that 
men  of  fenfe  and  reflection  obferved  the  national 
convention  compofed  of  the  refufe  of  both.  Petion, 
Robefpierre,  and  a  few  of  the  moil  violent  and  lead 
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refpeclable  of  the  condiment  alfembly,  were  re-cho- 
ten  on  this  occafion';  and  Damon,  Chabot,  Merlin, 
and  others  equally  without  property,  rank,  or  cbaf- 
racljr,  were  felecled  from  the  prefent  legiflature. 
Foreigners  were  invited  to  become  reprcfentatives  of 
France,  and  unfortunately  they  were  invited,  not 
for  the  extent  of  their  abilities,  nor  for  the  reputa- 
tion of  integrity,  but  becaufe  they  had  been  foremoit 
in  the  career  of  republicanifm,  and  becaufe  they  had 
difclaimed  every  title  to  moderation  or  judgment  in 
their  opinions  on  the  fcience  of  government.  The  .  . 
celebrated  Thomas  Paine  was  invited  from  England./!*/?^ 
to  represent  one  department ;  and  a  Pruffian  of  the  , 

name  of  Cloots,  a   wretched  maniac,  whom  the  hu-^t^'W 
inanity  of  this  country  would  have  charitably   provi- 
ded with  medical  aid  in  the  cells  of  Bethlehem,  was 
chofen  to  reprefent  another.    The  department  of  Pa- 
ris was,  however,  firft  in  infamy  upon   this,  as  upon 
every  other  occafion.     There  the  proftituted  duke  of        ^ 
Orleans  (now  diftinguifhed  by  the  almofl  ludicrous  &YtL*>*4 
title  of  Egalite)  was  united  with  the  infamous  \iizzxi-*/j%*ff*' 
diary  and  aflaffin  Marat,  with  the  painter  David,  and-/-       ', 
with    Legendre,    who    is    literally    by    profeffion    a*^?fc 
butcher.     Aclors,    news-writers,    and  men  from  al- 
mofl the  lowed  ranks  and  ftations,  were  mingled  with 
the  degraded  remnants  of  the  ci-devant  noblefle,  and 
with  fuch  of  the  clergy  as  had  fufficient  laxity  of  prin- 
ciple to  difavow  their  engagements  with  the  head  of 
their  church.     Juftice  obliges  us  to  confefs,  that  this 
heterogeneous  mafs  included  fome  men  refpeclable 
for  their  talents,  and  fome  unimpeached  as  to  their 
integrity.     The  brilliancy  of  Condorcet  as  a  writer,^'    J&aU 
does  not  however  compenfate  for  his  evident  inexpe- 
rience and  imbecility  as  a  ftatefman ;  nor  do  the  me-  „. 
taphyfical  talents  of  the  abbe  Sieyes  appear  very  ha^-iu^   ♦> 
pily  adapted  to  the  practical  purpofes  of  political  life. 
From  a  body  of  men  thus  collected  together  in  a 
moment  of  political  ferment,  but  little  of  wifdom, 
little  of  unanimity,  little  of  moderation  could  be  ex- 
pected,    Their  firft  movements  were  violent,  hafty* 

and 
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and  without  deliberation  ;  thev  foon  divided  into 
factions,  and  dilgraced  the  very  name  of  a  !egiflature, 
by  altercation,  abufe,  and  even  manual  conteft.  At 
their  hrft  meeting,  M.  Petion  was  elected  prefident; 
M.  Condorcet,  vice-prefident ;  and  M.  M.  Camus, 
Vergniaud,  Bririot,  Laiource,  and  Rabaud,  fecre- 
taries. 

In  order  to  preferve  government  and  peace,  the 
convention  proceeded  to  declare,  "  that  thole  laws 
which  were  not  abrogated,  and  thofe  powers  which 
have  not  been  fufpended,  mould  be  provifionally  pre- 
ferved  and  fupported  ;  and  that  the  taxes  fhould  be 
collected  as  formerly /' 

This  bufinefs  was    fcarcely  terminated,   when    M. 

ft ' Q-uUl      Collot  d'Herbois,  who  had  been  formerly    an    aclor, 
appeared  upon  the  tribune,  and  reminded  the  aflem- 
bly,  "  that  there  was  one  declaration  which  could  not 
for  a  moment  be  deferred — viz.  the  eternal  abolition 
,        of  royalty  in  France."     It  was  in  vain  that  M.  Bazire 

{focDUfTi  and  other  members  intreated  the  convention  to  pro- 
ceed with  more  dignitv  and  deliberation  in  fo  im- 
porlant  a  queftion;  it  was  in  vain  they  urged  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  giving  it  at  leaft  the  fanftion  of  a  difcuilion. 
— The  abolition  of  royalty  was  voted  by  acclamation, 
and  the  houfe  adjourned. 

On  the  following  day  a  feries  of  decrees  were  paf- 
fed,  confirming  this  refolution.  All  public  a£ls  were 
to  be  dated  "  The  fir  It  year  of  the  French  republic." 
The  ftate  feal  was  to  bear  the  inicription  of  the 
French  republic,  All  citizens  were  declared  eligible 
to  all  vacant  places;  and  even  the  judges  might  be 
elecled  from  among  the  ordinary  citizens.  The  ciif- 
tinclion  eftablifhed  by  the  conftituent  aflembly  be- 
tween active  and  paffive  citizens,  wasabolifhed. 

In  the  courie  of  the  lucceeding  fittings,  the  con- 
vention reibived,  "  that  the  French  republic  no  lon- 
ger acknowledges  princes  5  that  therefore  the  rentes 
appanageres  fhould  be  alfo  fupprefied."  The  word 
"  republic"  was  alio  ordered  to  be  fubftituted  in  the 

oath* 
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oaths  and  other  public  ads,   in  the  place  of  the  word 
*c  nation/' 

On  the  27th  of  September,  the  penfions  granted 
by  the  conftituent  affembly  to  the  ejected  clergy  were 
ordered  to  ceafe,  with  an  exception  in  favour  of  thole 
above  fifty  years  of  age,  whofe  penfions  however  were 
not  to  exceed  one  thoufand  livres  (50I.)  per  annum.  * 

On  this  occafion,  M.  Manuel  rofe  to  propofe,  that,  as.  t/anuu^ 
royalty  was  abolifhed,  the  order  of  priefts,  and  all 
religious  eflablifhments,  mould  be  abolifhed  along 
with  it.  We  muft  report  it  to  the  honour  of  the  con- 
vention, that  his  propofal  was  heard  with  murmurs, 
and  rejected  with  difdain. 

The  rage  of  republicanifm  was  carried  at  this  peri- 
od to  an  unexampled  excefs  of  folly.  With  a  pueri- 
lity difgraceful  to  a  nation,  the  innocent  and  undif- 
criminating  titles  of  Monfieur  and  Madame  were  re-  'afoi^WM 
linquifhed,  and  the  awkward  phrafeology  of  <c  Citi-  a  x{/t/h1j> 
zen"  fubftituted  in  their  ftead.  The  croffes  of  St. 
Louis,  which  had  been  given  to  the  knights  of  that 
order,  were  ordered  to  be  furrendered  to  the  ftate, 
not  as  patriotic  donations,  but  as  a  reftitution.  The 
fudden  diffolution  of  the  judicial  boards  was  a  more 
ferious  meafure,  and  appeared  fo  dangerous  and  rafli 
to  all  perfons  in  the  leaft  accuftomed  to  order  and 
government,  that  even  Thomas  Paine,  who  by  his  ad- 
verfaries  has  been  termed  an  anarchift  in  principle, 
deprecated  the  hafty  adoption  of  the  decree,  and  in- 
treated  that  the  tribunals  might  be  gradually  changed, 
inflead  of  releafing  the  nation  at  once,  though  for  a 
fhort  period,  from  the  falutary  reftraintsof  law. 

The  conqueft  of  Savoy  afforded  a  temptation 
which  the  convention  was  not  pofTefTed  of  vvifdom  or 
fortitude  to  refill.  Contrary  to  all  their  former  pro- 
feffions  of  a  difinterefted  zeal  for  the  liberties  of  man- 
kind, this  injudicious  and  feeble  affembly,  converted 
it  into  an  eighty-fourth  department,  and  thus,  by  one 
falfe  ftep  loft  the  confidence  of  Europe,  and  afforded 
a  precedent  for  future  decrees,  which  nearly  proved 
fetal   to   the  liberty  and   independence   of  France. 

The 
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The  decree  which  renounced  conqueft,  and  which  li- 
roitted  the  operations  of  war  to  the  fimple  principle  of 
felf-defence,  was  worthy  of  an  enlightened  age  and 
an  enlightened  people,  and  will  be  ever  recorded  to 
the  honor  of  that  body  which  enacled  fo  juft  and  po- 
litic a  law.  To  depart  from  that  principle  degraded 
a  free  people  to  the  level  of  defpotic  dates,  and  was 
at  once  the  fulleft  proof  of  the  difhonefty  or  the  weak- 
nefs  of  the  national  convention. 

The  incapacity  of  the  convention,  even  to  conduct 
the  common  bufinefs  of  a  nation,  was  alfo  foon  evin- 
ced by  their  ungrateful  and  unworthy  treatment  of 
their  generals  and  commanders.  La  Fayette,  it 
might  be  fairly  faid,  had  forfeited  their  confidence  by 
adopting  and  avowing  principles  diametrically  oppo- 
fite  to  thofe  on  which  they  thought  proper  to  found 
the  new  edifice  of  government.  But  againft  Luck- 
ner  there  was  no  fpecific  charge.  Yet  Luckner  was 
denounced  as  an  enemy  to  the  country  ;  the  moft  at- 
trocious  falfehoods  were  afierted  concerning  him; 
and  finallv,  he  was  difmifled  the  fervice.  General 
Dillon  had  agreed  to  an  armiftice  with  the  prince  of 
Heffe,  at  a  crifis  when  thefe  incompetent  legiflators 
(the  majority  of  whom  were  totally  ignorant  of  the 
art  of  war,  and  could  not  be  acquainted  with  the  par- 
ticular fituation  of  M.  Dillon)  chofe  to  believe  that 
he  might  have  made  prifoners  of  the  Hcflians:  for 
this  he  was  denounced  and  accufed,  though  he  af- 
terwards had  fufficient  addrefs  to  procure  a  reverfal  of 
the  decree.  General  Montefquieu  was  one  day  dif- 
mifled from  his  command,  and  the  next  he  was  rein- 
Hated  in  it.  In  a  word,  fuch  was  their  abiurd  con- 
duct, that  they  fcarcely  left  the  republic  a  general 
capable  of  commanding  its  armies;  or  an  officer  whom 
thev  could  truft.  Great  care  ought  to  be  obferved  in 
inverting  an  individual  with  the  chief  command  ;  but 
when  it  is  entrufled  to  him,  a  confiderable  mare  of 
confidence  mould  always  accompany  it.  No  man 
will  rifk  his  life,  his  happinels,  his  reputation,  with- 
out the  profpecl:  of  a  brillant  reward  :  and  if,  after 

the 
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the  mod  meritorious  fervices,  a  military  charac- 
ter  is  to  experience  nothing  but  ingratitude,  and  de- 
traction, his  views  will  (oon  be  turned  in  an  oppo- 
lite  direction  to  that  of  patriotifm  ;  they  will  foon  be 
directed  to  lelf  preservation  and  private  emolument, 
and  he  will  think  rather  of  fecuring  a  comfortable  re- 
treat than  of  expoling  himfelf  in  a  conteft  where  he 
has  every  thing  to  lofe  and  nothing  to  gain. 

The  convention  was  fcarcely  affembled,  when  its 
peace  was   difturbed  by  the    appearance  of  factions, 
the  mod  difaftrous  to  the  country.     On  the  26th   of    y 
September,    Lafource   denounced   Robefpierre    and  -J*-* 
Marat  as  afpiring  to  the  diclatorfhip,  and  they  were 
at  the  fame  time  charged,   and  upon   apparently   not 
the  word  grounds,  with  being  indirectly  at  leaf!  con- 
cerned in  the    horrid  maffacres  on  the  2d  and  3d   of 
September.     It  mould  be  mentioned,  to  the  honour 
of  the  convention,  that  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
enquire  into  the  facts  relative  to  the   maffacres;  but 
unfortunately  the  predominant  influence  of  the  Pari- 
fian  mob  deterred  them  from  profecuting  the  enquiry    . 
as  ftrict  juftice  demanded. 

The  minifter  of  juftice,  Danton,  gave  in  his~refig- 
nation  on  being  elected  a  member  of  the  convention. 
Roland  requefted  permiffion  to  do  the  fame,  but  re- 
tained his  office  for  fome  time  longer,  at  the  requeft. 
of  the  convention.  The  ftatement  of  the  finances  by 
the  minifter,  Claviere,  was  clear  and  able.  He  re- 
commended ceconomy  in  the  various  departments, 
and  with  an  honourable  attention  to  the  morals  of  the 
people,  reprobated  lotteries. 

The  war  minifter,  Servan,  foon  after  refigned,  and 
was  fucceeded  by  Pache. 

It  would  be  an  abufe  of  time,  to  detail  debates 
which  were  productive  of  no  permanent  effect,  or  to 
regifter  decrees  too  infignificant  to  be  remembered. 
Thofe  which  were  enacted  againft  the  emigrants  are 
of  more  importance.  On  the  9th  of  October  it  was  J  ' 
decreed,  c<  That  all  emigrants  taken  in  arms  mould 
be  put  to  death  twenty-four  hours  after  they  had  been 
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declared  guilty  by  a  military  committee;  and  that  all 
foreigners,  who,  fince  the  14th  of  July,  1789,  had 
quitted  the  fervice  of  France,  and  entered  into  that 
of  the  enemy,  mould  be  considered  as  armed  emi- 
grants." The  feverity  of  this  decree,  was  however 
exceeded  by  that  of  the  12th  of  November,  which 
extended  the  penalties  of  death  to  what  they  termed 
reputed  emigrants,  or  thofe  not  immediately  engaged 
in  hoftilities. 

By  a  further  decree  of  the  27th,  thofe  unfortunate 
emigrants,  who  had  returned,  in  the  hope  of  finding 
pardon  and  relief  in  the  bofom  of  their  country,  were 
ordered  to  depart  in  twenty-four  hours,  and  the  pe- 
nalty of  death  was  awarded  againft  fuch  as  mould  fail 
inftantly  to  obey.  Whatever  apologies  may  be  urged 
from  the  peculiar  and  critical  fituation  of  France,  in 
favour  of  thefe  decrees,  they  will  fcarcely  be  fuch  as 
completely  to  fatisfy  the  friends  of  freedom.  The 
confeffors  of  liberty,  like  the  martyrs  of  chriftianity, 
fhould  be  rather  prepared  to  fufTer  than  to  commit 
injuftice.  They  fhould  never  permit  a  principle  to 
be  violated;  and  as  their  only  object,  their  only  plea 
is  the  happinefs  of  mankind,  that  happinefs  fhould 
not  be  invaded  in  a  fingle  inftance,  if  poflible,  by 
themfelves.  The  enemies  of  Gallic  liberty  have  for- 
ced a  conftru&ion  upon  this  conducl  which  we  mould 
be  forry  to  admit,  and  have  not  fcrupled  to  affert, 
that  the  property  of  the  emigrants  was  the  bait  that 
feduced  the  convention  to  adopt  too  extenfive  a  de- 
finition of  the  offence.  No — Let  us  rather  hope, 
that  the  decree  was  the  refult  of  hafty  refentment  and 
temporary  alarm.  That  a  more  enlighted  legiflature 
will,  at  a  time  when  this  alarm  no  longer  exifts,  re- 
duce its  rigour,  and  receive  with  tendernefs  thofe  in- 
offenfive  exiles,  whofe  apprehenfions,  or  whofe  prin- 
ciples, removed  them  from  their  country,  but  whofe 
offences  are  merely  of  a  negative  nature. 

Another  decree  it  is  neceflary  to  notice,  as  it  has 
excited  more  attention  than  almoft  any  other  pro- 
ceedings of  the  national  convention,  and  has  perhaps 
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made  them  more  enemies  in  foreign  countries,  than 
any  meafure  which  they  could  have  adopted.  We 
allude  to  the  decree  of  fraternity  of  the  iqth  of  No-  /■/.  JuH). 
vember.  The  circumftance,  in  which  this  imprudent 
refolution  originated,  was  an  infurre&ion  in  the  bail- 
liwick  of  Darmftadt,  in  the  territories  of  the  duke  of 
Deux  Ponts,  at  that  period  at  war  with  the  French 
nation.  The  people,  headed  by  the  magistrates  and 
principal  inhabitants  of  the  diflntt,  had  declared  their 
wifhes  to  be  united  to  France,  and  folicited  her  pro- 
tection againft  their  former  mafter.  To  have  acceded 
to  the  requeft,  would  have  been  acting  agreeably  to 
the  law  and  practice  of  nations ;  but  with  their  ulual 
enthufiafm,  and  without  deliberation,  the  conven- 
tion, or  rather  the  galleries,  pafTed  by  acclamation  a 
decree  in  the  following  terms  : 

"  The  national  convention  declare,  in  the  name  o£ffc&aV*v»'/£ 
the  French  nation,  that  they  will  grant  fraternity  and 
affiflance  to  all  thofe  people  who  with  to  procure  li- 
berty ;  and  they  charge  the  executive  power  to  fend 
orders  to  the  generals,  to  give  afliftance  to  fuch  peo- 
ple as  have  fuffered,  or  are  now  fufFering  in  the  caufe 
of  liberty." 

A  hafty  error  is  not  eafily  explained,  and  it  wras 
fcarcely  pofiible  to  maintain  a  fhadow  of  confiftency, 
and  yet  to  explain  this  decree  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
not  to  give  offence  to  the  neutral  powers.  The  at- 
tempts to  excufe  it,  have  been,  if  poffible,  more 
awkward  and  abfurd  than  the  decree  itfelf;  they 
ferve  only  to  fhew  that  the  convention  were,  in  reali- 
ty, afhamed  of  their  own  a8,  but  had  not  the  rnanli- 
nefs  to  extricate  themfelves  from  the  difficulty  by  a 
direct  repeal. 

That  almoft  every  government  (and  defpotic  go- 
vernments more  particularly)  do  actually  take  advan- 
tage of  the  difquietudes  and  infurrections  of  the  peo- 
ple in  other  ftates,  in  plain  terms  do  fraternize  them, 
is  a  truth  that  cannot  be  denied;  but.  it  is  only  the 
circumftances  of  the  cafe  that  can  determine  a  free 
itate  in  the  adoption  of  fuch   a  meafure.     A  general 
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law  upon  the  fubjeft  was,  therefore  the  grofleft  of  ab- 
furdities,  and  was  liable  to  be,  as  it  in  facl  has  been, 
mifconllrued.  It  was  no  lefs  than  a  direliclion  of 
their  own  principles,  a  folly  of  the  mofl  enormous 
kind;  while  the  French  people  was  fufFering  from  the 
unjuft  principle  of  foreign  nations  prefuming  to  re- 
gulate its  domejtic  concerns,  to  countenance  the  in- 
terference by  its  own  example  ! 

When  we  cenfure  thefe  proceedings — are  we  the 
enemies  of  Liberty  or  of  France  ? — No  !  the  caufe  of 
Liberty  is  (acred  in  our  estimation  ;  but  we  can  make 
a  diftinclion  between  the  caufe  itfelf,  and  the  means 
which  have  been  erroneoufly  employed  to  promote 
it  :  the  former  is  unimpeachable;  the  latter  have 
been  frequently  deferving  of  cenfure.  We  wifli  fin- 
cerely,  as  Britons  and  as  men,  to  fee  a  free  govern- 
ment eftablifhed  in  France.  We  execrate  the  league 
which  has  been  formed  againfl  her  independence;  in 
an  interested  view  we  regard  that  independence  as 
elfential  to  the  balance  of  Europe,  and  as  the  befl 
barrier  to  this  ifland  againlt  the  ambition  of  con- 
tinental powers.  But  we  lee  with  regret,  in  this  in- 
stance, that  it  is  not  the  heroifm  of  a  people  that  will 
iave  the  Country  ;  but  that  wifdom  in  council  is  even 
more  wanted  than  valour  in  the  field. 

Notwithstanding  the  diflblution  of  all  regular  go- 
vernment fince  the  10th  of  Auguft,  the  country  of 
France  was  in  general  more  tranquil  than  could  be 
expecled  in  a  feafon  of  anarchy.  Happily  the  great- 
eft  atrocities  were  confined  to  the  vicinity  of  the  me- 
tropolis; we  cannot,  however,  omit  mentioning,  that 
in  fome  inftances  the  foldiery  conducled  themfelves 
in  a  diforderiy  and  ferocious  manner.  On  the  9th  of 
October  the  firft  divifion  of  the  national  Gendarme- 
rie arrived  at  Cambray  ;  and  they  Scarcely  arrived  be- 
fore they  proceeded  to  the  prifons,  and  let  at  liberty 
all  who  were  confined,  except  Canone  d'Hercique, 
who  was  charged  with  a  robbery;  the  fecond  divifion 
however,  who  arrived  on  the  10th,  beheaded  him. 
The  officers  of  the  fecond   battalion  of  volunteers, 
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who  were  in  garrifon  in  the  citadel,  caufed  the  ga'es 
to  be  fhut,  to  prevent  a  communication  with  the  fol- 
diers  of  the  Gendarmerie;  but  the  fecond  lieutenant, 
Befambre,  who  was  one  of  the  molt  active  in  endea- 
vouring to  confine  them  to  their  duty,  fell  a  viclim 
to  their  fury.  He  was  accufed  by  his  own  foldiers  to 
the  Gendarmerie,  who  dragged  him  along  the  efpla- 
nade,  and  after  (tabbing  him  in  feveral  places,  cut  off 
his  head,  as  well  as  that  of  a  Capt.  Le  Gros,  of  the 
fixth  fquadron  of  cavalry.  A  general  infurrection 
immediately  fucceeded,  nor  was  it  quelled  without 
the  mod  ftrenuous  exertions,  in  the  courfe  of  which 
the  patriotic  mayor  incurred  the  moil  imminent 
danger. 

We  turn  with  fome  fatisfaction  from  the  debates  of 
the  convention,  and  the  ferocity  of  the  populace,  to 
the  brilliant  triumphs  of  Dumourier,  and  the  humi- 
liation of  thofe  defpotic  powers  who  were  certainly  in 
no  {mail  degree  authors  of  the  calamities  of  France. 
Our  pleafure  would  have  been  more  complete,  had 
thefe  efforts  fucceeded  in  fecuring  the  real  liberties 
of  the  nation,  and  the  bleffings  of  a  jult  and  equal 
government.  But  what  the  ability  of  the  general  and 
the  courage  of  the  people  achieved,  the  folly  and 
wickednefs  of  the  convention  unfortunately  rendered 
nugatory  and  abortive. 

On  the  12th  of  October,  general  Dumourier  re- 
paired to  Paris  to  concert  meafures  for  the  winter 
campaign,  and  after  a  ftay  of  only  four  days,  he  re- 
turned to  the  army  to  make  the  neceilary  arrange- 
ments, and  to  prepare  for  entering  the  Auftrian  Ne- 
therlands. From  the  period  when  the  fiege  of  Liflc 
was  raifed,  the  Auftrians  had  continued  to  retire  be- 
fore the  victorious  French.  Within  their  own  ter- 
ritories, however,  they  determined  to  make  a  lerious 
Hand,  and  there  thev  be^an  to  collect:  their  fcattered 
forces.  The  firft  refinance  which  Dumourier  expe- 
rienced, was  at  the  village  of  Bo  flu,  which  is  K\\\x&3itfiu, 
ted  about  a  league  from  the  fince  celebrated  poft  of 
Gemappe.     At  this  place  the  general  reprefents  the 
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enemy  to  have  taken  an  excellent  pofition  ;  but  they 
were  unable  to  withftand  the  excellence  of  the  French 
artillery,  and  the  ardour  of  the  dragoons.  The  Auf- 
trians  were  in  number  from  eight  to  ten  thoufand ; 
and  they  had  one  hundred  and  fifty  killed,  and  two 
hundred  taken  prifoners :  the  French  loft  only  twen- 
ty. This  action  took  place  on  the  4th  of  November, 
and  the  Auftrians  were  fo  little  in  expectation  of  an 
attack,  at  that  time,  that  the  officers  had  juft  prepared 
a  very  fplendid  banquet,  which  the  French  arrived 
juil  time  to  take  poffeffion  of. 
4  From  Bofl'u  Dumourier  proceeded,  early  the  next 

jficmS       morning,  towards  Mons,  and  foon  came  in   fight   of 
,  the  enemy,  flrongly  potted  on  the  heights  of  Gemappe. 

^4**m  Their  right  was  covered  by  the  village  of  that  name, 
and  by  the  river;  and  their  left  by  thick  woods. 
Three  rows  of  fortifications  were  obferved  one  above 
another  like  the  feats  of  an  amphitheatre,  upon  which 
were  mounted  nearly  one  hundred  pieces  of  cannon. 
Had  the  general  therefore  trufted  to  his  artillery  in 
this  engagement,  the  advantage  of  j:he  ground  was  fo 
infinitely  in  favour  of  the  enemy,  that  he  muft  proba- 
bly have  been  defeated.  Here  the  enthufiafm  of  the 
French  characler  proved  an  excellent  auxiliary  to 
the  {kill  of  the  general.  •  The  army,  which  was  prin- 
cipally compofed  of  young  men,  had  been  long  ambi- 
tious of  a  clofe  engagement.  The  general  fecretly 
favoured  the  defign,  but  he  reftrained  their  ardour  on- 
ly in  the  hope  of  increafing  it. 
j&  The  French  pafled  the   night  within  fight  of  their 

adverfaries.  '  At  feven  in  the  morning  of  the  6th,  a 
very  heavy  cannonade  commenced  on  both  fides,  and 
continued  till  ten  without  much  effeel  on  the  part  of 
the  French,  which  confirmed  the  general  in  his  fen- 
timents  with  refpeel;  to  the  mode  of  attack  which  it 
would  be  proper  to  purfue.  As  he  went  along  the 
bottom  of  the  line,  the  troops  teftified  the  utmoit  im- 
patience to  charge  the  enemy  with  their  bayonets. 
The  general  however  contented  himfelf  with  order- 
ing colonel  Thuvenot,  adjutant  general,  to  attack  the 
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village  of  Carignon  (which  was  neceffary  to  enable 
him  to  afiail  Gemappe  on  that  fide),  and  at  the  fame 
time  approaching  the  batteries,  to  produce  greater 
effea. 

At  noon  the  French  general  determined  on  a  clofe 
attack.  The  number  of  the  French  who  formed  for 
this  purpofe  amounted  to  about  thirty  thoufand,  and 
the  Auftrians  are  computed  at  the  lowed  to  have  been 
upward  of  twenty-four  thoufand,  three  thoufand  of 
which  were  cavalry.  The  right  wing  of  the  French, 
£onfiding  of  the  van  guard,  was  commanded  by  gene- 
rals Bournonville  and  Dampierre  ;  and  the  centre  by 
generals  Egalite,  Stetenboffe,  Defporets,  and  Drouet. 
The  infantry  formed  almod  indantaneoufly,  and  the 
general  prefenting  himfelf  in  the  front  of  the  line,  the 
mufic,  by  a  fignal  previoufly  appointed,  began  to  play 
the  celebrated  Marfeillois  fong.  The  foldiers,  thus 
encouraged,  rufhed  impetuoufly  on  with  fhouts  of 
"  Vive  la  nation!"  and  joining  in  the  chorus  of  their 
favourite  tune.  The  ftrd  line  of  redoubts  was  in- 
dandy  carried.  The  cavalry  of  the  enemy  however 
advancing  at  this  crifis,  with  a  view  of  flanking  the 
French,  the  general  difpatched  young  Egalite  to  re- 
pel this  attack,  and  fupported  him  molt  opportunely 
bv  a  detachment  of  chaffeurs  and  hufiars.  At  the 
fame  moment  fome  diforder  appearing  in  Bournon- 
ville's  cavalry,  general  Dumourier  rallied  them  him- 
felf, and  in  the  mean  time  the  left  wing,  which  con- 
fided chieflv  of  the  Belgian  volunteers,  had  obtained 
poifedion  of  Gemappe,  and  the  centre  carried  the  le- 
cond  line  of  redoubts. 

After  a  fhort  refinance  on  the  heights,  the  enemy, 
at  about  two  o'clock,  retreated  with  the  utmoft  pre- 
cipitation and  diforder  to  Mons.  The  French  in  this 
engagement  experienced  the  mod  obdinate  refidance 
from  the  Hungarians,  through  whole  ranks  they 
could  only  force  their  way  by  cutting  down  their  op- 
ponents. The  lofs  of  both  parties  in  this  aBion  has 
been  differently  edimated.  It  mud  have  been  great, 
for  there  has  ieldom  been  a  field  more  obdinately 
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contefted;  that  of  the  Aufirians  mufl  have  exceeded 
the  lofs  of  the  French,  fince  an  enemy  who  flies  in 
the  early  part  of  the  day  always  fuffers  considerably  ; 
but  Dumourier  probably  over-rated  their  lofs  in  kill- 
ed and  wounded  when  he  dated  it  at  four  thoufand, 
as  he  eflimates  his  own  at  only  nine  hundred:  and 
the  lofs  muft  have  been  more  equal. 

The  bufinefs  of  this  day  ferved  to  infpire  the  Auf- 
trians  with  the  fame  refpeclable  opinion  of  French 
valour,  which  was  entertained  previoufly  and  acknow- 
ledged by  the  duke  of  Brunfwick.  Some  fignal  ads 
of  courage  were  performed.  The  young  general 
Egalite  acquired  much  reputation  ;  and  fuch  was  the 
enthufiafm  of  all  ranks,  that  Baptifte,  Dumourier's 
valet-de-chambre,  rallied  and  brought  up  to  the 
charge  a  regiment  of  dragoons  and  two  battalions  of 
national  guards,  who  had  been  repulfed. 

The  viclory  of  Gemappe  was  decifive  as  to  the  fate 
of  the  Netherlands.  The  general  inflantly  fummoned 
the  city  of  Mons,  which  on  the  fucceeding  morning 
lurrendered,  and  was  taken  pofTeffion  of  by  general 
Bournonville.  From  Mons  Dumourier  proceeded  to 
Bruffels,  which  he  entered  on  the  14th  of  November. 
On  the  heights  of  Anderlecht,  adjoining  to  the  city, 
the  rear  of  the  enemy,  amounting  to  about  ten  thou- 
fand  men,  commanded  by  the  prince  de  Wirtemberg, 
affecled  to  make  a  (land,  but  it  was  probably  only  in- 
tended to  favour  the  retreat  of  the  governors  and  ci- 
vil authorities  from  Bruffels.  After  a  corned  of  fix 
hours,  in  the  courfe  of  which,  the  French  general  af- 
ferts,  an  immenfe  number  of  the  enemy  were  killed, 
the  Aufirians  followed  their  main  army,  and  the  gene- 
ral entered  Bruffels  in  triumph.  The  moderation  and 
wifdom  of  Dumourier  was  equal  in  every  refpecl  to 
his  military  excellence.  He  informed  the  citizens, 
that  it  was  his  intention  carefully  to  abdain  from  in- 
terfering in  the  internal  government  of  the  country. 
A  provisional  legiflative  affembly  was  chofen,  among 
whom  were  the  due  d'Urfel,  baron  Walkiers,  and 
other  diftinguifhed   patriots. — It   would  have    been 
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happy  for  France,  as  well  as  the  Netherlands,  if  the 
fame  fyftem  of  moderation  had  continued  to  prevail. 
It  is  a  lingular  faft;  that  general  Dumourier  had 
promifed  the  French  miniitry  that  he  would  keep  his 
Chriftmas  at  BrufTels.  This  affertion,  which  was  real- 
ly founded  on  an  actual  knowledge  of  the  (late  of 
the  enemy,  but  was  at  the  moment  regarded  as  the 
extravagant  boaft  of  a  vain-glorious  man,  was  more 
than  realized,  for  he  anticipated  the  performance  of 
his  engagement  by  five  weeks. 

While  thefe  affairs  were  tranfa&ing,  Tournay,  Ma- 
lines,  Ghent,  and  Antwerp,  opened  their  gates  to  ge- 
neral Labourdonnaye.  Louvain  and  Namur,  after  a 
faint  refinance  by  the  Auftrian  general,  Beaulieu,  were 
taken  by  general  Valence  ;  Oftend  was  entered  by  the 
French  fleet  on  the  15th  of  November;  the  citadels  of 
Antwerp  and  Namur  refilled  for  a  fhort  time,  but 
the  former  capitulated  on  the  28th  of  November  to 
general  Miranda,  and  the  latter  on  the  fecond  of  De- 
cember to  general  Valence:  in  a  word,  the  whole  of 
the  Auftrian  Netherlands,  Luxemburg  only  excepted, 
were  fubjecled  to  the  victorious  arms  of  France  be- 
fore the  conclulion  of  the  year. 

On  the  18th  of  November,  general  Dumourier  re- 
ceived a  flag  of  truce  from  the  prince  de  Saxe  Tef- 
chen,  conveying  a  propofal  on  the  part  of  general 
Clairfait  for  a  fufpenfion  of  arms  during  the  remain- 
der of  the  winter  feafon.  To  have  acceded  to  this 
propofal,  and  to  have  difbanded  a  part  of  the  army, 
and  put  the  reft  into  winter  quarters,  would  have 
been  wife  conduct  in  the  French,  and  was  that  which 
there  is  reafon  to  think  the  inclinations  of  the  gene- 
ral would  have  led  him  to  purfue.  He  however  re- 
turned a  verbal  anfwer,  u  that  he  could  onlv  fend 
general  Clairfait's  letter  to  the  executive  council  of 
the  republic,  and  in  the  mean  time  fhould  continue 
the  operations  of  the  campaign." 

As  it  is  probable  that  the  determination  of  the  ex- 
ecutive council  was  in  favour  of  a  winter   campaign, 
the  active  genius  of  Dumourier  loft  no  time  in  fol- 
lowing 
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up  his  fuccefles,  and  purfued  the  flying  enemy  into 
the  territory  of  Liege.  On  the  2 lit.  of  November  he 
proceeded  with  an  advanced  guard  of  five  thoufand 
men  to  Tirlemont,  where  the  whole  of  the  enemy's 
army  was  encamped  behind  the  city,  with  an  advanced 
guard  of  three  or  four  thoufand  men,  on  the  heights 
of  Cumptich.  He  attacked  with  his  irrefiflible  artil- 
lery this  advanced  guard,  which  was  reinforced  by 
five  thoufand  men,  but  undertook  nothing.  At 
break  of  dav  on  the  22d,  the  whole  of  the  Auftrians 
decamped  from  Tirlemont,  after  having  loft  in  this 
aQion  not  lefs  than  four  hundred  of  their  bed  troops. 
General  Dumourier  halted  only  one  day  at  Tirle- 
mont, and  on  the  27th  overtook  again,  almoft  at  the 
gates  of  Liege,  the  rear  guard  of  the  Imperialifts, 
amounting  to  twelve  thoufand  men,  and  com- 
manded by  general  Staray.  The  French,  drove 
them  fucceffively  from  fix  villages,  and  at  laft  from 
an  entrenchment.  The  conflict  lafted  ten  hours, 
in  which  the  Auftrians  loft  their  general  Staray,  an 
immenfe  train  of  artillery,  and  five  or  fix  hundred 
men  killed  and  wounded,  befides  innumerable  prison- 
ers and  deferters.  On  the  following  day  the  French 
general  entered  Liege. 

Such  was  the  triumphant  career  of  this  extraordina- 
ry man — a  career  which,  as  is  afferted  by  the  general, 
was  only  arretted  by  the  treachery  of  the  Jacobin  par- 
ty in  Paris.  His  firft  victories,  he  oblerves,  were 
fcarcely  announced,  before  he  was  publicly  (landered 
and  abufed  in  the  convention,  by  the  unprincipled  fac- 
tion of  Marat  and  Robefpierre.  Under  the  influ- 
ence of  this  party,  he  fuppofes  the  war  minifter  Pache 
to  have  acled  ;  and  every  criminal  means,  he  aflerts, 
was  put  in  practice  to  dittrefs  and  harafs  the  gallant 
foldiers  of  Liberty.  While  immenfe  fums  were  vo- 
ted by  the  convention,  the  army  was  deftitute  of  eve- 
ry neceflary  of  life.  Unprovided  of  mattreffes  or  co- 
verlets, or  even  of  ftraw  to  repoie  on,  thefe  brave 
men,  in  a  rainy  and  inclement  winter,  were  compel- 
led to  fleep  upon  the  wet  ground  ;  and  fome  of  them, 

to 
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to  avoid  the  evils  which  mutt  be  confequent  from  fuch 
a  fituation,  actually  lalhcd  themfelves  to  the  trunks 
of  trees,  and  flept  in  a  Handing  pofition.  The  foidi- 
ers  were  almoft  literally  naked,  without  coats,  without 
'(hoes;  and  their  arms  were  deftroyed  for  want  of 
cloaks  to  cover  them  from  the  wet.  The  confequence 
was,  that  numbers  of  them  perifhed,  and  {till  greater 
numbers  deferted  and  returned  home.  The  gene- 
ral's own  words  are  ftrong — "  To  retard  and  cruih 
my  fucceffes/'  fays  he,  "  the  minilter  Pache,  fup- 
ported  by  the  criminal  faction  to  whom  all  our  evils 
are  to  be  afcribed,  fuffered  the  victorious  army  to 
want  every  thing,  and  fucceeded  in  difbanding  it  by 
famine  and  nakednefs.  The  confequence  was,  that 
more  than  fifteen  thoufand  men  were  in  the  hofpitals, 
more  than  twenty-five  thoufand  deferted  through  mi- 
fery  and  difgult,  and  upwards  often  thoufand  horfes 
died  of  hunger." 

If  this  flatement  be  jufc,  it  will  be  eafy  to  account 
for  the  fubfequent  misfortunes  and  overthrow  of  the 
French  army  in  Flanders.  The  other  party,  howe- 
ver, have  not  failed  to  recriminate  on  the  general, 
and  have  afferted  that  he  was  bribed  to  betray  the 
caufeofthe  republic — -That  he  entered  into  fecret 
and  criminal  treaties  with  the  king  of  PrufTia,  in  an 
early  ftage  of  the  contelt,  and  folely  with  a  view  to 
his  own  advantage.  He  made  a  wanton  facritice,  it 
is  faid,  of  his  own  foldiers  at  Gemappe,  by  his  injudi- 
cious difpolition  of  the  army  on  the  attack,  and  after- 
wards took  every  means  to  enrich  himfelf,  and  injure 
the  public  caufe.  Of  thefe  mutual  accufations  it  is 
impoilible  to  form  at  prefent  a  correct  judgment  ;  we 
can  only  (late  from  the  teiiimony  of  eye  witnefies, 
that  the  army  was  mod  fhamefully  neglected  during 
the  winter  campaign  ;  and  was  certainly,  as  Dumou- 
tier  afierts,  in  want  of  every  necefiary. 


O     ,  C  H  A  P. 
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C  H  A  P.     X. 

Proceedings  of  the  convention  preliminary  to  the  trial 
of  the  king — State  of  parties— Trial  and  condemna- 
tion of  Lotus  XVI. — His  execution — Refignation  of 
members  and  minijlers — War  with  England  and  Hoi* 
land — Xew  confutation — War  with  Spain — Surren- 
der of  Breda  and  Gertruydenburgh — Rev  erf e  of  for - 
tuneto  the  French — Defeat  of  Miranda — of  Valence 
—  Mi  [carriage  at  Cagliari — Defeat  of  Dumourier — 
His  defection — Congrejs  at  Antwerp — Infurreflion  in 
La  Vendee — Defection  of  Corf  ca — Banifhment  of  the 
Bourbons — Abafement  of  Egalite — Imprifonment  of 
Marat — Intelligence  from  Dampierre. 

HILE  fuch  was  their  criminal  inattention  to 
the  armies  of  the  republic,  the  infatuated  con- 
vention was  amufing  itfeif  with  a  petty  and  ignoble 
triumph  over  their  fallen  fovereign ;  and  inftead  of 
uniting  with  firmnefs  and  patriotiim  againfi:  that  com- 
bination of  defpots  which  threatened  the  extinction 
of  their  liberties,  they  were  only  active  to  difpute, 
and  perfevering  to  opprefs. 

To  underftand  rightly  the  origin  of  the  violent  pro- 
ceedings againfi:  the  depofed  monarch,  it  will  be  ne- 
ceflary  to  revert  to  the  Hate  of  parties  in  France  at  a 
period  anterior  to  that  of  which  we  are  now  treating, 
it  will  be  remembered,  that  we  intimated  that  almolt 
from  the  nrftaffemblingof  the  national  convention,  that 
body  was  divided  by  faction,  and  two  virulent  parties 
contended  earneflly  for  the  fovereign  authority.  The 
party  which  nrit  affumed  the  reins  of  government  af- 
ter the  depofition  of  the  king  affected  a  tone  of  mo- 
deration ;  and  either  from  principle,  policy,  compact 
or  engagement,  intended,  we  are  diipofed  to  believe, 
to  fave  the  life  of  the  unfortunate  monarch.  The 
multitude,  on  the  other  hand,  is  always  fanguinaxy  ; 
and  whoever  contemplates  the  conduct  of  the  French 

populace. 
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populace,  as  difplayed  in  fo  many  fatal  inflances  in 
the  courfe  of  this  hiftory,  will  be  difpofed  to  acknow- 
ledge,  that  either  from   a  hafty   or  violent  fpirit,  or 
from  the  influence  of  thofe  habits  which  were  acquir- 
ed under  the   old  government,  they   have   acted   on 
mod  occafions  with  more  than  ufual  cruelty.     Many 
circumffances   contributed   to   exaiperate  this  infatu- 
ated people  againft  the  unhappy  king.    Though  other 
nations  may  doubt   of  his  guilt  in  promoting  the  de- 
figns    of   the  counter-revolutionifts,  no    doubt    of  it 
was  entertained  in  Trance.     The  intemperate  revenge 
of  thofe  who  had  loft  near  connexions  or  friends  on 
the  fatal  10th  of  Auguft   was    not  yet  fatisfied,   and  a 
confiderable  (hare  of  the  guilt  of  that  day  was  unjuft- 
ly  thrown  upon  a  fmgle  illuffrious  victim.     Thele  paf- 
fions  were  induftrioufly  cherifhed  by  the  great  movers 
of  faction  and  fedition  ;   they  had  acquired  a  decided 
majority  in  the  Jacobin  clubs  who  governed  the  na- 
tion, and  every  thing  confpired  for  the  promotion  of 
their  views.     The  Gironde,  or  moderate  party,  them- 
felves  were  reduced  to  a  lingular   dilemma.     If  the 
king  was  innocent,  then  they,  who  were  the  chief  au- 
thors and  actors  in  the  dreadful  affair  of  the  10th  of 
Auguft,   muft  have  been  guilty  of  the  word  of  trea- 
sons;  if  he  was  not  innocent,  why  mould  he  not  re- 
ceive the  reward  of  his  delinquency  ? 

The  rage  of  faction  had  arifen  to  an  alarming  ex- 
cefs  in  the  convention  itlelf.  The  mountain  party, 
or  anarchifts  as  they  were  called,  were  charged,  as 
we  have  already  ^en9  with  the  horrid  maflacre  of  the 
2d  of  September,  and  the  Gironde  had  repeatedly 
demanded  a  fevere  examination  into  the  origin  of 
thofe  atrocious  transactions.'  The  intentions  of  the 
Gironde  in  favour  of  the  king  were  not  unknown  to 
their  opponents,  who  were  alio  perfect  mailers  ot  the 
public  fentiments  upon  that  fubjcct ;  and  therefore 
the  only  means  that  appeared  of  effecting  the  destruc- 
tion of  their  rivals  was  to  clamour  inceflantly  for  the 
trial  and  the  condemnation  of  the  king,  as  it  was  evi- 
dent that  in  either  event  they  muff  be  finally  trium- 
phant ; 
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phant :  if  the  king  fliould  be  acquitted,  the  charge  of 
inconfiftency  muft  inevitably  fix  upon  thofe  who  ope- 
rated the  change  in  the  government;  if  he  mould  be 
condemned,  the  views  and  the  engagements  of  the 
Gironde  muft  be  fruftrated. 

Such  were,  in  all  probability,  the  motives  and  in- 
tention of  Robefpierre,  Marat,  Danton,  and  the  other 
leaders  of  the  mountain  party,  in  urging  the  fate  of 
the  devoted  Louis.  It  was  jmpoffible  longer  to  rei 
lift  the  torrent  of  popular  violence;  and  in  the  be- 
ginning of  October  the  clamours  of  Marat,  Merlin, 
and  other  incendiaries,  plunged  the  convention  inta 
a  feries  of  decrees^  the  refult  of  which  could  only  be 
fatal  to  the  king.  •  An  extraordinary  commifliori  was 
appointed  of  twenty-four  members,  who  were  autho- 
riied  to  examine  and  arrange  the  body  of  evidence 
againfl  him.  Louis  was  feparated  from  his  family, 
and  the  whole  of  the  unhappy  prifoners  in  the  tem> 
ple  were  guarded  with  redoubled  vigilance.  On  the 
6th  of  November,  Valaze,  one  of  the  commilTion  of 
twenty-four,  made  a  report  of  accufation  againfl  the 
king,  the  principal  articles  of  which  were  drawn  from 
an  exercife  of  that  very  power  with  which  the  repre1- 
fentative  body  had  legally  intruded  him,  Acls  com- 
mitted anterior  to  his  acceptance  of  the  conftitution 
were  adduced  as  evidence  to  prove  his  intentions  of 
violating  it,  and  the  precautions  which  he  took  on  the 
night  preceeding  the  bloody  10th  of  Auguft,  dictated 
rnoft  probably  by  motives  of  perfonal  fafety  only, 
were  conftrued  into  premeditated  plots  to  deftroy  the 
citizens  of  Paris. 

'  Some  fa8s,  indeed,  relied  upon  rather  better 
grounds  of  evidence.  Papers  were  produced  in  proof 
of  the  king  having  remitted  furns  of  money  to  certain 
emigrants;  but  they  appeared  rather  the  dictates  of 
compaffion  towards  the  diflreffed,  than  of  treachery 
towards  his  country.  It  appeared  alfo  from  the  fame 
papers  which  had  been  found  in  the  Tuilleries,  that 
money  had  been  actually  diflributed  to  certain  jour- 
Kaliils  and  writers  in  favor  of  monarchy;  but  thefe 
are 
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are  the  common,  and  furely  in  mod  cafes  the  venial, 
*pra£tices  of  courts  ;  and  in  the  inftance  before  us 
might  be  confidered  as  the  mere  dictates  of  felf-de- 
fence. 

-"  The  queftion,  however,  which  embarrafied  moll  his 
accufers  was,  Whether  the  king  was  not  inverted  by 
the  conftitution  with  perfect  and  legal  inviolability; 
and  whether,  confiftently  with  juftice,  he  whom  the 
Jaw  had  folemnly  pronounced  to  be  above  the  reach 
of  any  legal  procefs  could  be  brought  to  trial.  This 
objection  was  ftrangely  and  molt  iniquitoufly  over-ru- 
led by  the  convention,  who  in  this  inftance  eftablifh- 
ed  the  precedent,  always  fo  fatal  to  liberty,  of  an  ex 
pojlfacio  lav/,  and  evinced  to  the  eyes  of  Europe  their 
inattention  to  thofe  cc  rights  of  man"  which  the  nation 
had  folemnly  proclaimed. 

On  the  11th  of  December  the  ill-fated  monarch 
was  Ordered  to  the  bar  of  the  convention  ;  the  act  of 
accufation  was  read,Tand  the  king  was  lummoned,  by 
the  prefident  Barrere,  to  anfwer  to  each  feparate 
charge.  So  important  a  record  it  would  be  incon- 
ilftent  with  the  fidelity  of  hiltory  to  abridge,  and  we 
have  therefore  determined  to  prefent  to  our  readers 
the  examination  at  large.  After  a  fhort  addrefs  from 
the  prefident,  the  prifonerwas  permitted  to  feat  him- 
felf  at  the  bar,  and  the  examination  proceeded  : 

Pres.  Cf  Louis,  the  French  nation  accufes  vou 
of  having  committed  a  multitude  of  crimes  to  eflab- 
ljfh  your  tyranny,  in  deftroying  her  freedom.  You, 
on  the  20th  of  June  1789,  attempted  the  fovereignty 
of  the  people,  by  fufpending  theafTemblies  of  their  re- 
prefentatives,  and  expelling  them  with  violence  from 
the  places  cf  their  fittings.  This  is  proved  in  the 
proces  verbal  entered  at  the  tennis-court  of  Verfailles 
by  the  members  of  the  conftituent  aflembly.  On  the 
23d  of  June  you  wanted  to  dictate  laws  to  the  nation — 
you  furrounded  their  reprefentatives  with  troops — 
you  prefented  to  them  two  royal  declarations,  fub- 
verfive  of  all  liberty,  and  ordered  them  to  feparate. 

Your 
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Your  own  declarations,  and  the  minutes  of  the  affem- 
bly  prove  thefe  attempts — What  have  you  to  aufwer?" 

Louis.  "  No  laws  were  then  exiiling  to  prevent 
me  from  it." 

Pres.  "  You  ordered  an  army  to  march  againfl 
the  citizens  of  Paris.  Your  fatellites  have  fhed  the 
blood  of  feveral  of  them,  and  you  would  not  remove 
this  army  till  the  taking  of  the  Baflille,  and  a  gene- 
ral infurreclion  announced  to  you  that  the  people 
were  victorious.  The  fpeeches  you  made  on  the  9th, 
1 2th,  and  14th  of  July,  to  the  deputations  of  thecon- 
frituent  aifembly,  fhew  what  were  your  intentions ; 
and  the  maffacrcs  of  the  Tuilleries  rife  in  evidence 
againfl  you — What  have  you  to  anfwer  ?" 

Louis.  "  I  was  mailer  at  that  time  to  order  the 
troops  to  march  ;  but  I  never  had  an  intention  of  fhed- 
ding  blood." 

Pres.     "  After  thefe  events,  and  in  fpite  of  the 
promifes  which  you  made  on  the  15th,  in  the  confli- 
tuent  aflembly,  and  on  the  17th  in  the  town-houfe  of 
Paris,  you  have  perfifled  in  your  projects  againfl  nati- 
onal liberty  ;  you  long  eluded  the   execution  of  the 
decrees  of  the  1  ith  of  Augufl,  refpecting  the  abolition 
of  perfonal  fervitude,    the  feudal   government    and 
tythes.  You  long  refufed  acknowledging  the  rights  of 
man  :  you  doubled  the  number  of  the  life-guards,  and 
called   the  regiment  of  Flanders  to    Verfailles :  you 
permitted,  in  orgies  held  before  your  eyes,  the  nation- 
al cockade  to  be  trampled  under  foot,  the  white  cock- 
ade to  be  hoifled,   and  the  nation    to  be    flandered. 
At  lafl,  you  rendered    neceffary  a  frefh  infurre&ion, 
occafioned  the  death  of  feveral  citizens,  and  did  not 
change  your  language  till  after  your  guards  had  been 
defeated,  when  you  renewed  your  perfidious  promifes. 
The  proofs  of  thefe  facts  are  in  your  obfervations  of 
the  1 8th  of  September,  in  the  decrees  of  the  nth  of 
Augufl,  in  the  minutes  of  the  conflituent  aflembly,  in. 
the  events  of  Verfailles  of  the  5th  and  6th  of  October, 
and  in  the  ccnverfation  you  had  on  the  fame  day  with 

a  deputation  of  the  conflituent  aflembly,   when  you 

told 
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told  them,  You  would  enlighten  yourfelf  with  their 
councils,  and  never  recede  from  them. — What  have 
you  to  anfwer  I" 

Louis.  "  I  have  made  the  obfervations  which  I 
thought  jufl  on  the  two  firft  heads.  As  to  the  cock- 
ade, it  is  falfe  :  it  did  not  happen  in  my  prefence." 

Pres.  u  You  took  an  oath,  at  the  federation  of 
the  14th  of  July,  which  you  did  not  keep.  You  foon 
tried  to  corrupt  the  public  opinion,  with  the  affiftance 
of  Talon,  who  acted  in  Paris,  and  Mirabeau,  who  was 
to  have  excited  counter-revolutionary  movements  in 
the  provinces. — What  have  you  to  anfwer  ?" 

Louis  "  I  do  not  know  what  happened  at  that 
time,  but  the  whole  is  anterior  to  my  acceptance  of 
the  conftitution." 

Pres.  "  You  lavifhed  millions  of  money  to  effect 
this  corruption,  and  you  would  even  ufe  popularity  as 
a  means  of  enflaving  the  people.  Thefe  facls  are  the 
refult  of  a  memorial  of  Talon,  on  which  you  have 
made  your  marginal  comments  in  your  own  hand- 
writing, and  of  a  letter  which  Laporte  wrote  to  you  en 
the  19th  of  April,  in  which,  recapitulating  a  conver- 
fation  he  had  with  Rivaral,  he  told  you,  that  the  mil- 
lions,, which  you  had  been  prevailed  upon  to  threw 
away,  had  been  productive  of  nothing.  For  a  long 
time  you  had  meditated  on  a  plan  of  efcape.  A  me- 
morial was  delivered  to  you  on  the  28th  of  February, 
which  pointed  out  the  means  for  you  to  effect  it ; 
you  approve  of  it  by  marginal  notes. — What  have  you 
to  anfwer  V* 

Louis.  "  I  felt  no  greater  pleafure  than  that  of 
relieving  the  needy— ^This  proves  no  defign." 

Pres.  "  On  the  28th  a  great  number  of  the  no- 
bles and  military  came  into  your  apartments  in  the 
caftle  of  the  Tuilleries,  to  favour  that  efcape  :  you 
wanted  to  quit  Paris  on  the  10th  of  April  to  go  to  Su 
Cloud. — What  have  you  to  anfwer  Vs 

Louis.     "  This  accufation  is  abfurd." 

Pres.  "  But  the  refinance  of  the  citizens  made 
you  fenfible  that  their  diflruft  was  great ;  you  endea- 
voured 
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voured  to  difcard  it  by  communicating  to  the  confix 
tuent  affembly   a  letter  which   you  addreffed  to  the 
agents  of  the  nation  near  foreign  powers,  to  announce 
to  them,  that  you  had  freely  accepted  the    conftitu- 
tional  articles,  v/hich  had  been  prefented  to  you  ;  and, 
notwithiianding,  on  the  21ft  you  took  flight  with  a 
falfe  paftport.     You  left  behind  a  protefl  againft  thefe 
felf-fame  conflitutional  articles  ;  you  ordered  the  mi* 
nifters  to  fign  none  of  the  acts  ifiued  by  the  national 
afiembly;  and  you  forbade  the  minifler  of  juftice  to 
deliver  up  the  feals  of  ftate.     The  public  money  was 
lavifhed  to  infure  the  fuccefs  of  this  treachery,  and 
the  public  force  was   to   protect  it,  under  the  orders 
of  Bouille,  who  fhortly  before  had  been  charged  with 
the  maflacre  of  Nancy,  and  to  whom  ycu  wTOte  on 
this  head,  6  To  take  care  of  his  popularity,  becaufe  it 
would  be  of  fervice  to  you.'     Thefe  facts  are  proved 
by  the  memorial  of  the  23d  of  February,  with  margi- 
nal comments  in  your  own  hand-writing  -,  by  your 
declaration  of  the  20th  of  June,  wholly  in  your  own 
hand-writing ;  by  your  letter  of  the  4th  of  September, 
1790,  to  Bouille;  and  by  a  note  of  the  latter,  in  which 
he  gives  you  an  account  of  the  ufe  he  made  of  nine 
hundred  and  ninety-three  thoufand  livres,  given  by 
you,  and  employed  partly  in  trepanning  the  troops  who 
were  to  efcort  you. — What  have  you  to  anfwer  r" 

Louis.  "  I  have  no  knowledge  whatever  of  the 
memorial  of  the  23d  of  February.  As  to  what  re- 
lates to  my  journey  to  Varennes,  I  appeal  to  my  de- 
claration to  the  commiflaries  of  the  conitituent  afiem- 
bly at  that  period." 

Pres.  "  After  your  detention  at  Varennes,  the 
cxercife  of  the  executive  power  was,  for  a  moment, 
fufpended  in  your  hands,  and  you  again  formed  a  con- 
fpiracy.  On  the  17th  of  July  the  blood  of  citizens 
was  flied  in  the  Champ  de  Mars.  A  letter,  in  your 
own  hand-writing,  written  in  1790,  to  La  Fayette, 
proves  that  a  criminal  coalition  fubfifted  between  you 
and  La  Fayette,  to  which  Mirabeau  acceded.  The 
revifion  began  under  thefe  cruel  aufpices ;  all  kinds 

of 
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of  corruptions  were  made  ufe  of.  You  have  paid  for 
libels,  pamphlets,  and  newfpapers,  defigned  to  cor- 
rupt the  public  opinion,  to  difcredit  the  afli^nats, 
and  to  fupport  the  caufe  of  the  emigrants.  The  re- 
g: Iters  of  Septeuil  (hew  what  immenfe  fums  have 
been  made  ufe  of  in  thefe  liberticide  manoeuvres. — 
What  have  you  to  anfwer  ?" 

Louis.  u  What  happened  on  the  17th  of  July  has 
nothing  at  all  to  do  with  me.    I  know  nothing  of  it." 

Pres.  fC  You  feemed  to  accept  the  conltitution 
on  the  14th  of  September ;  your  fpeeches  announc- 
ed an  intention  of  fupporting  it,  and  you  were  bui'y 
in  overturning  it,  even  before  it  was  completed.  A 
convention  was  entered  into  at  Pilnitz  on  the  24th 
of  July,  between  Leopold  of  Auftria  and  Frederic- 
William  of  Brandenburgh,  who  pledged  themfelves 
to  re-erecl  in  France  the  throne  of  abfolute  mo- 
narchy, and  you  were  filent  upon  this  convention  till 
the  moment  when  it  was  known  by  all  Europe — 
What  have  you  to  anfwer  ?" 

Louis.  "  I  made  it  known  as  foon  as  it  came  to 
my  knowledge;  befides,  every  thing  that  refers  to 
this  fubjecl:  concerns  the  minifter." 

Pres.  "  Aries  had  hoifted  the  flandard  of  rebel- 
lion ;  you  favoured  it  by  fending  three  civil  comrnif- 
faries,  who  made  it  their  bufinefs  not  to  reprefs  the 
counter-revolutionifts,  but  tojuftify  their  proceedings 
- — What  have  you  to  anfwer  V 

Louis.  cc  The  inftruftions  which  w7ere  given  to 
the  commiiTaries  muft  prove  what  was  their  million ; 
and  I  knew  none  of  them,  when  the  minifters  pro- 
pofed  them  to  me." 

Pres.  "  Avignon,  and  the  county  of  Venaifiin, 
had  been  united  with  France  ;  you  caufed  the  decree 
to  be  executed;  but  a  month  after  that  time  civil 
war  defolated  that  country.  The  commi-Taries  you 
fent  thither  helped  to  ravage  it. — What  have  you  to 
anfwer  ?" 

Louis.  "  I  do  not  remember  what  delay  has 
been  caufed  in  the  execution  of  the  decree  ;  befides, 

R  this 
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this  occurrence  has  no  perfonal  reference  to  me- — it 
only  concerns  thofe  that  have  been  fent,  not  thofe 
who  fent  them." 

Pres.  "  Nimes,  Montauban,  Mende,  Jales,  felt 
great  (hocks  during  the  firft  days  of  freedom.  You 
did  nothing  to  ftifle  thofe  germens  of  counter-revo- 
lution, till  the  moment  when  Saillants  conipiracy  be- 
came manifeftly  notorious. — What  have  you  to  an- 
fwer  ?." 

Louis.  <c  I  gave,  in  this  refpecl,  all  the  orders 
which  were  propofed  to  me  by  the  minifters." 

Pres.  iC  You  fent  twenty-two  battalions  againft 
the  Marfeillois,  who  marched  to  reduce  the  counter- 
revolutionifts  of  Aries. — What  have  you  toanfwer  V 

Louis.  "  I  ought  to  have  the  pieces  referring  to 
this  matter,  to  give  a  juft  anfwer." 

Pres.  "  You  gave  the  fouthern  command  to 
Witgenftein,  who  wrote  to  you  on  the  21ft  of  April, 
3792,  after  he  had  been  recalled:  •  A  few  inftants 
more,  and  I  fliall  call  around  the  throne  of  your  ma- 
jefty,  thoufands  of  French,  who  are  again  become 
worthy  of  the  wiihes  you  form  for  their  happinefs'— 
What  have  you  to  anfwer  ?" 

Louis.  "  This  letter  is  dated  fince  his  recall; 
he  has  not  been  employed' fince.  I  do  not  recollect 
this  letter."  .:.Vf; 

Pres.  cc  You  paid  your  late  life  guards  at  Cob- 
Jentz  ;  the  regiflers  of  Septeuil  atteft  this;  and  gene- 
ral orders  fignedby  you  prove,  that  you  fent  confider- 
able  remittances  to  Bouille,  Rochefort,  Vauguyon. 
Choifeul,  Beaupre,  Hamilton,  and  the  wife  of  Polig- 
nac — What  have  you  to  anfwer  ?" 

Louis.  (C  When  I  firft  learnt  that  my  life-guards 
affembled  beyond  the  Rhine,  I  flopped  their  pay;  as 
to  the  reft,  I  do  not  remember." 

Pres.  <c  Your  brothers,  enemies  to  the  ftate,  cau^ 
fed  the  emigrants  to  rally  under  their  banners  :  they 
raifcd  regiments,  took  up  loans,  and  concluded  alli- 
ances in  your  name  :  you  did  not  difclaim  them,  but 
at  the  moment  when  you  were  fully  certain  that  you 

could 
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could  no  longer  crofs  theirprojefts,  your  intelligence 
with  them  by  a  note,  written  by  Louis  Staniflaus  Xa* 
vier,  figned  by  your  two  brothers,  was  conceived  in 
thefe  words  : 

f  I  wrote  to  you,  but  it  was  by  poft,  and  I  could 
fay  nothing.  We  are  two  here,  who  make  but  one; 
one  in  lentiments,  one  in  principles,  one  in  zeal  of 
ferving  you.  We  keep  filence  ;  becaufe,  were  we 
to  break  it  too  foon,  it  would  injure  you  :  but  we 
fhall  fpeak  as  foon  as  we  fhall  be  certain  of  ge- 
neral iuppo.rt,  and  that  moment  is  near.  If  we  are 
fpoken  to  on  the  part  of  thofe  people,  we  fhall  hear 
nothing  ;  but  if  on  your  part,  we  will  liften  :  we 
fhall  purfue  our  road  ftraight;  it  is  therefore  defired 
that  you  will  enable  us  to  fay  fomething  ;  do  not 
fiand  on  ceremonies.  Be  eaiy  about  your  fafety ; 
we  only  exifl  to  ferve  you  ;  w7e  are  eagerly  occupied 
with  this  point,  and  all  goes  on  well  ;  even  our  ene- 
mies feel  themfelves  too  much  interefted  in  your  pre- 
fervation  to  commit  an  ufelefs  crime  which  would  ter- 
minate in  their  own  deitrucUon.     Adieu. 

*  L.  S.  Xavier  and  Charles  Philippe.' 

cc  What  have  you  to  anfwer  ?" 

Louis.  <c  I  difowned  all  the  proceedings  of  my 
brothers,  according  as  the  conftitution  prefcribed  me 
to  do,  and  from  the  moment  they  came  to  my  know- 
ledge.    Of  this  note  I  know  nothing/' 

Pres.  Cf  The  foldiers  of  the  line,  who  were  to  be 
put  on  the  war  eftablifhment,  confided  of  but  one 
hundred  thoufand  men  at  the  end  of  December,  you 
therefore  neglected  to  provide  for  the  fafety  of  the 
ftate  from  abroad.  Narbonne  required  a  levy  of  fif- 
ty thoufand  men,  but  he  flopped  the  recruiting  at 
twenty-fix  thoufand,  in  giving  afiurances  that  all  was 
ready;  yet  there  was  no  truth  in  thefe  affurances. 
Servan  propofed  after  him  to  form  a  camp  of  twenty 
thoufand  men  near  Paris ;  it  was  decreed  by  the  legif- 
lative  afTemhly;  you  refufed  your  fanclion. — What 
have  you  to  ar.fwer  ? 

Louis, 
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Louis.  "  I  had  given  to  the  minifters  all  the  or- 
ders for  expediting  the  augmentation  of  the  army :  in 
the  month  of  December  laft,  the  returns  were  laid 
before  the  aiTembly.  If  they  deceived  themielves,  it 
is  not  my  fault." 

Pres.     "  A  flight  of  patriotifm  made  the  citizens 
repair  to  Paris  from  all  quarters.    You  iffued   a  pro- 
clamation, tending  to  flop  their  march  ;  at  the  fame 
time  our  camps  were   without  foldiers.     Dumourier, 
the  fucceffor  of  Servan,  declared,  that  the  nation  had 
neither  arms,  ammunition,   nor  provifions,  and  that 
the    pofts  were   left  defencelefs.     You  waited  to  be 
urged    by   a  requeft   made  to  the    minifter    Lajard, 
when  the  legifiative  allembly  wifhed  to  point  out  the 
means  of  providing  for  the  external  fafety  of  the  Rate, 
by  propofing  the  levy  of  forty  two  battalions.     You 
gave  commiffion  to  the  commanders  of  the  troops  to 
difband  the  army,  to  force  whole  regiments  to  defert, 
and  to  make  them  pafs  the  Rhine  to  put  them  at  the 
difpofal  of  your  brothers,  and  of  Leopold  of  Auftria, 
with  whom  you  had  intelligence.    This  facl  is  proved 
by  the  letter  of  Toulougeon,  governor  of    Franche 
Compte! — What  have  you  to  anfwer?" 

Louis.    "  I  know  nothing  of  this  circumftance ; 
there  is  not  a  word  of  truth  in  this  charge/' 

Pres.  m  You  charged  your  diplomatical  agents  to 
favour  this  coalition  of  foreign  powers  and  your  bro- 
thers, againft  F ranee,  and  efpecially  to  cement  the 
peace  between  Turkey  and  Auflria,  and  to  procure 
thereby  a  larger  number  of  troops  againft  France  from 
the  latter.  A  letter  of  Cboifeul-Gouffier,  ambaflador 
at  Conftantinople,  verifies  the  facl — What  have  you 
to  anfwer  ?" 

Louis.  ff  M.  Choifeul  did  not  fpeak  the  truth  : 
no  fuch  thing  has  ever  been." 

Pres.  "  The  Prufiians  advanced  againft  our  fron- 
tiers:  your  minilter  was  fummoned  on  the  8th  of  Ju- 
ly to  give  an  account  of  the  ftate  of  our  political  re- 
lations with  PrufTia;  vou  anlwered,  on  the  ioth,  that 

fifty 
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iifty  thoufand  Pruffians  were  marching  againfl:  us,  and 
that  you  gave  notice  to  the  legiflative  body  of  the 
formal  a&s  of  the  pending  hoftilities,  in  conformity  to 
the  conftitution. — What  have  you  to  anfwer?" 

Louis.  "  It  was  only  at  that  period  I  had  know- 
ledge of  it:  all  the  correfpondence  pafied  with  the 
minifters." 

Pres.  "  You  entrufted  Dabancourt,  the  nephew 
of  Calonne,  with  the  department  of  war ;  and  liich  has 
been  the  fuccefs  of  your  confpiracy,  that  the  pofts  of 
Longwy  and  Verdun  were  iurrendered  to  the  enemy 
at  the  moment  of  their  appearance. — What  have  you 
to  anfwer  ?'* 

Louis.  <c  I  did  not  know  that  Dabancourt  was 
M.  Calonne's  nephew ;  I  have  not  divefted  the  pofts. 
I  would  not  have  permitted  myfelf  fuch  a  thing;  I 
know  nothing  of  it,  if  it  has  been  fo." 

Pres.  "  You  have  deftroyed  our  navy — a  vaft 
number  of  officers  belonging  to  that  corps  had  emi- 
grated, there  fcarcely  remained  any  to  do  duty  in  the 
harbours;  mean  while  Bertrand  was  granting  paff- 
ports  every  day ;  and  when  the  legiflative  body  re- 
prefented  to  you  his  criminal  conduct  on  the  8th  of 
March,  you  anfwered,  that  you  were  fatisfied  with 
his  fervices — What  have  you  to  anfwer  ?" 

Louis.  "  I  have  done  all  I  could  to  retain  the 
officers.  As  to  M.  Bertrand,  fince  the  legiflative  ai- 
fembly  prefented  no  complaint  againfl  him,  that 
might  have  put  him  in  a  ftate  of  accufation,  I  did 
not  think  proper  to  turn  him  out  of  office." 

Pres.  "  You  have  favoured  the  maintainance  of 
abfolute  government  in  the  colonies ;  your  agents  fo- 
mented troubles  and  counter-revolutions  throughout 
them,  which  took  place  at  the  fame  epoch  when  it  was 
to  have  been  brought  about  in  France,  which  indi- 
cates plainly  that  your  hand  laid  this  plot. — What 
have  you  to  anfwer  ?" 

Lo  u  is.  "  If  there  are  any  of  my  agents  in  the  co- 
lonies, they  have  not  fpoken  the  truth ;  I  had  nothing 
to  do  with  what  you  have  juft  mentioned." 

Pres. 
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Pres.  cc  The  interior  of  the  ftate  was  convulfed 
by  fanatics;  you  avowed  yourfelf  their  protector,  in 
manifefting  your  evident  intention  of  recovering  by 
them  your  ancient  power. — What  have  you  to  an- 
fwer  ?'' 

Louis.  "I  cannot  anfwer  to  this;  I  know  no- 
thing of  fuch  a  project." 

Pres.  "  The  legiflative  body  had  pafTed  a  decree 
on  the  29th  of  January,  againft  the  factious  priefts ; 
you  fufpended  its  execution. — What  have  you  to  an- 
fwer ?" 

Louis.  "  The  conftitution  referved  to  me  the  free 
right  to  refufe  my  fanction  of  the  decrees." 

Pres.  <c  The  troubles  had  increafed  ;  the  minifter 
declared  that  he  knew  no  means,  in  the  laws  extant, 
to  arraign  the  guilty.  The  legiflative  body  enacted  a 
frefh  decree,  which  you  likewife  fufpended. — What 
have  you  to  fay  to  this  ?" 

[Louis  replied  in  the  fame  manner  as  in  the  pre- 
ceding charge.] 

Pres.  "  The  uncitizen-like  conduct  of  the  guards 
whom  the  conftitution  had  granted  you,  had  rendered 
it  neceflary  to  difband  them.  The  day  after,  you  fent 
them  a  letter  expreffive  of  your  fatisfaction,  and  con- 
tinued  their  pay.  This  fact  is  proved  by  the  treafurer 
of  the  civil  lift. — What  have  you  to  anfwer  ?" 

Louis.  "  I  only  continued  them  in  pay  till  frefh 
ones  could  be  railed,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the 
decree." 

Pres.  <c  You  kept  near  your  perfon  the  Swifs 
guards :  the  conftitution  forbade  you  this,  and  the  le- 
giflative affembly  had  exprefsly  ordained  their  depar- 
ture.— What  have  you  to  anfwer  ?" 

Louis.  "I  have  executed  all  the  decrees  that 
have  been  enacted  in  this  refpect  ?" 

Pres.  "  You  had  private  companies  at  Paris, 
charged  to  operate  movements  ufeful  to  your  projects 
of  a  counter-revolution.  Dangremont  and  Gilles 
were  two  of  your  agents,  who  had  falaries  from  the 
civil  lift.     The  receipts  of  Gilles,  who  was  ordered 

to 
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to  raife  a  company  of  fixty  men,  fhall  be  prefented 
to  you — What  have  you  to  anfwer  ?" 

Louis.  "  I  have  no  knowledge  whatever  of  the 
projects  laid  to  their  charge  ;  the  idea  of  a  counter- 
revolution never  entered  into  my  mind." 

Pres.  <c  You  wiflied  to  fuborn,  with  confiderable 
fums,  feveral  members  of  the  legislative  and  conftitu- 
ent  afTemblies.  Letters  from  St.  Leon  and  others 
evince  the  reality  of  thefe  deeds — What  have  you  to 
anfwer  ?" 

Louis.  "  Several  perfons  prefented  themfelves 
with  fimilar  decrees,  but  I  have  waved  them." 

Pres.  "  Who  are  they  that  prefented  you  thofe 
projects  ?" 

Louis.  "  The  plans  were  fo  vague  that  I  do  not 
recollect  them  now/' 

Pres.  "  Who  are  thofe  to  whom  you  gave  money  ?" 

Louis.     "  I  gave  money  to  nobody." 

Pres.  "  You  fufFered  the  French  name  to  be  re- 
viled in  Germany,  Italy,  and  Spain  ;  fince  you  omit- 
ted to  demand  fatisfa£tion  for  the  bad  treatment  which 
the  French  fufFered  in  thofe  countries. — What  have 
you  to  anfwer  ?" 

Louis.  "  The  diplomatical  correfpondence  will 
prove  the  contrary;  befides,  this  was  a  concern  of  the 
minifters." 

Pres.  fC  You  reviewed  the  Swifs  on  the  10th  of 
Auguft,  at  five  o'clock  in  the  morning  ;  and  the  Swiis 
were  the  firft  who  fired  upon  the  citizens." 

Louis.  "  I  went  on  that  day  to  review  all  the 
troops  that  were  affembled  about  me  ;  the  conftituted 
authorities  were  with  me,  the  department,  the  mayor 
and  municipality ;  I  had  even  invited  thither  a  de- 
putation of  the  national  affembly,  and  I  afterwards 
repaired  into  the  midft  of  them  with   my  family." 

Pres.  "  Why  did  you  draw  troops  to  the  caf- 
tle  ?" 

Louis.  cc  All  the  conftituted  authorities  faw  that 
the  caflle  was  threatened  ;  and  as  I  was  a  conftituted 
authority  I  had  a  right  to   defend  myfelf." 

Pres. 
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Pres.  <r  Why  did  you  fummon  the  mayor  of  Pa- 
ris, in  the  night  between  the  9th  and  10th  of  Auguft, 
to  the  caftle?" 

Louis.  "  On  account  of  the  reports  that  were 
circulated." 

Pres.  fC  You  have  caufed  the  blood  of  the  French 
to  be  fried." 

Louis.     <c  No,  fir,  not  I." 

Pres.  "  You  authorized  Septeuil  fo  carry  on  a 
corfiderable  trade  in  corn,  fugar  and  coffee  at  Ham- 
burg.    This  fact,  is  proved  by  a  letter  of  Septeuil." 

Louis.     "  I  know  nothing  of  what  you  fay." 

Pres.  "  Why  did  you  affix  a  veto  on  the  decree 
which  ordained  the  formation  of  a  camp  of  twenty 
t  ouland  men  ?" 

Louis.  "  The  conftitution  left  to  me  the  free 
right  of  refufing  my  fanction  of  the  decrees;  and 
even  from  that  period  I  had  demanded  the  aflemblage 
of  a  camp  at  SoifTons." 

<c  President,  addreffing  the  Convention.  "The 
queftions  are  done  with" — (To  Louis),  "  Louis  is 
there  any  thing  that  you  wifh  to  add  ?" 

Louis.  "  I  requeft  a  communication  of  the  char- 
ges which  I  have  heard,  and  of  the  pieces  relating 
thereto,  and  the  liberty  of  choofing  counfel  for  my 
defence." 

Valaze,  who  fat  near  the  bar,  prefented  and  read 
to  Lours  Capet  the  pieces,  viz.  The  memoir  of 
Laporte  and  Mirabeau,  and  fome  others  containing 
plans  of  a  counter-revolution. 

Louis.     <f  I  dilown  them." 

Valaze.  "  Letter  of  Louis  Capet, dated  June 
29,  1790,  fettling  his  connexions  with  Mirabeau 
and  La  Fayette,  to  effe£t  a  revolution  in  the  confti- 
tution." 

Louis.  <f  I  referve  to  myfelf  to  anfwer  the  con- 
tents."— f  Valaze  read  the  letter) — "  It  is  only  apian, 
in  which  there  is  no  queftion  about  a  counter-revolu- 
tion ;  the  letter  was  not  to  have  been  fent." 

Valaze. 
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Valaze.     "  Letter  of  Louis  Capet,  of  the  22 d 
of  April,  relative  to  converfations  about  the  Jacobins, 
about  the  prefident  of  the  committee  of  finances,  and 
the  committee  of  domains;  it  is  dated  by  the  hand  of 
Lo u is  Capet." 

Louis.  "  I  difown  it." 
.  Valaze.  !*  Letter  of  Laporte  of  Thurfday  morn- 
ing, March  3,  marked  in  the  margin,  in  the  hand-wri- 
ting of  Louis  Capet,  with  march  3,  1701,  implying 
a  pretended  rupture  between  Mirabeau  and  the  Ja- 
cobins." 

Louis,  "  I  difown  it." 
.  Valaze.  "  Letter  of  Laporte  without  date,  in 
his  hand-writing,  but  marked  in  the  margin  by  the 
hand  of  Lou  is  Capet,  containing  particulars  refpect.- 
ing  the  laft  moments  of  Mirabeau,  and  expreffing  the 
care  that  had  been  taken  to  conceal  from  the  know- 
ledge of  men,  fome  papers  of  great  concern  which  had 
been  depofited  with  Mirabeau." 

Louis.     n  I  difown  it  as  well  as  the  reft." 

Valaze.     <f  Plan  of  a  constitution,  or  revifion  of 
the  conftitution.  figned  La  Fayette,  addrelfed  to  Lou- 
is Capet,  April  6,  1790,  marked  in  the  margin  with 
a  line  in  his  own  hand-writing." 

Louis.  "  Thefe  things  have  been  blotted  out  by 
the  conititution." 

Valaze.     <f  Do  you  know  this  writing?" 

Louis.     <f  I  do  not." 

Valaze.     u  Your  marginal  comments?' 

Louis.     "  I  do  not." 

Valaze.  "  Letter  of  Laporte  of  the  loth  of 
April,  marked  in  the  margin  by  Louis  Capet,  April 
19,  1791,  mentioning  a  converfation  with  Rivarol." 

Louis.     "  I  difown  it." 

Valaze.  *5  Letter  of  Laporte,  marked  April  16, 
1791,  in  which  it  feems  complaints  are  made  of  Mira- 
beau, the  abbe  Perigord,  Andre,  and  Beaumetz,  who 
do  not  feem  to  acknowledge  facrificcs  made  for  their 
fake." 

Louis,     "  I  difown  it  likewife." 

§  Valaz 
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Valaze.  "  Letter  of  Laporte  of  the  23d  of  Fe- 
bruary, 1791,  marked  and  dated  in  the  hand-wri- 
ting of  Louis  Capet  ;  a  memorial  annexed  to  it, 
refpecling  the  means  of  his  gaining  popularity." 

Louis.     "  I  know  neither  of  thefe  pieces/' 

Valaze.  <c  Several  pieces  without  fignature, 
found  in  the  caftle  of  the  Tuilleries,  in  the  gap  which 
was  fhut  in  the  walls  of  the  palace,  relating  to  the  ex- 
pences  to  gain  that  popularity/' 

President.  <c  Previous  to  an  examination  on 
this  fubjecl,  I  wifh  to  ask  a  preliminary  queftion  :— 
Have  you  caufed  a  prefs  with  an  iron  door  to  be  con* 
ftructed  in  the  caftle  of  the  Tuilleries,  and  had  you 
your  papers  locked  up  in  that  prefs  ?" 

Louis.     "  I  have  no  knowledge  of  it  whatever." 

Valaze.  "  Here  is  a  day-book  written  by  Lou- 
is Capet  himfelf,  containing  the  penfions  he  has 
granted  out  of  his  coffer  from  1776  till  1792,  in  which, 
are  obferved  fome  douceurs  granted  to  Acloque." 

Louis.  "  This  I  own,  but  it  conlifts  of  charitable 
donations  which  I  have  made." 

Vala>ze.  "  Different  lifts  of  fums  paid  to  the 
Scotch  companies  of  Noailles,  Gramont,  Montmo- 
rency, and  Luxemburgh,  on  the  9th  of  July,  1791/' 

Louis.  "  This  is  prior  to  the  epoch  when  I  for- 
bade them  to  be  paid." 

President.  "  Louis,  where  had  you  depofited 
thofe  pieces  which  you  own  t" 

Louis.     "  With  my  treafurer." 

Valaze.  <c  Do  you  know  thefe  penfion  lifts  of 
the  life  guards,  the  one  hundred  Swifs,  and  the  king's 
guards  for  1792  ?" 

Louis.     "  I  do  not." 

Valaze.  "  Several  pieces  relative  to  the  confpi- 
racy  of  the  camp  of  Jales,  the  originals  of  which  are 
depofited  among  the  records  of  the  department  of 
L'Ardeche." 

Louis,  «*  I  have  not  the  fmalleft  knowledge  of 
them/' 

Valaze. 
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Valaze.  "  Letter  of  Bouille,  dated  Mentz,  bear- 
ing an  account  of  993,000  livres  received  of  Louis 
Capet.  " 

Louis.     "  I  difown  it." 

Valaze.  cc  An  order  for  payment  of  168,000 li- 
vres, figned  Louis,  endorfed  LeBonneirs,  with  a  let- 
ter and  billet  of  the  fame." 

Louis.     "  I  difown  it." 

Valaze.  "  Two  pieces  relative  to  a  prefent 
made  to  the  wife  of  Polignac,  and  to  Lavauguyon 
and  Choifeul." 

Louis.     <c  I  difown  them  as  well  as  the  others." 

Valaze.  "  Here  is  a  note  (igned  by  the  two  bro- 
thers of  the  late  king,  mentioned  in  the  declaratory 
aa." 

Louis.     "  I  know  nothing  of  it." 

Valaze.  <c  Here  are  pieces  relating  to  the  affair 
of  Choifeul-Gouffier,  at  Conftantinople." 

Louis.     M  I  have  no  knowledge  of  them." 

Valaze.  "  Here  is  a  letter  of  the  late  king  to  the 
bifhop  of  Clermont,  with  the  anfwer  of  the  latter,  of 
the  16th  of  April,  1791." 

«  Louis.     "  I  difown  it." 

President.  c<  Do  you  not  acknowledge  your 
writing  and  your  fignet?" 

Louis.     "  I  do  not." 

President.  "  The  feal  bears  the  arms  of  France." 

Louis.     m  Several  perfons  made  ufe  of  that  feal." 

Valaze.  "  Do  you  acknowledge  this  lift  of  fums 
paid  to  Gilles  ? 

Louis.     "  I  do  not." 

Valaze.  "  Here  is  a  memorandum  for  indemni- 
fying the  civil  lift  for  the  military  penfions;  a  letter 
of  Dufrefne  St.  Leon,  which  relates  to  it." 

Louis.     "  I  know  none  of  thefe  pieces*." 

In 

*  When  the  king  had  anfwered  all  the  queftions,  the  original  papers 
on  which  part  of  the  accufation  was  founded,  were  laid  on  the  table. 
Valaze,  taking  them  up  one  by  one,  and  reading  the  title,  faid,  as 
he  prefented  each  to  the  kin?,  "  Louis  Capet,  la  reconnoiffes-vous  ?" 

If 
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In  the  courfe  of  the  debates  upon  this  important 
trial,  the  convention  agreed  to  allow  counfel  to  the 
prifoner.  His  choice  fell  upon  three  diftinguifhed  ad- 
vocates, M.  M.  Tronchet,  Lamoignon-Malefherbes*, 
and  Defeze  ;  he  had  previoufly  applied  to  M.  Target; 
who  excufed  himfelf  on  account  of  his  infirmity.  Ori 
the  26th  of  December  the  king  appeared  for  the  laft 
time  at  the  bar  of  the  convention,  and  M.  Defeze 
read  a  defence  which  the  counfel  had  prepared,  and 
which  was  equally  admired  for  the  folidity  of  the  ar- 


guments 

o 


If  the  king  anfwered  that  he  knew  it,  Valaze  faid,  *«  Louis  Ja  recon- 
noit ;"  and  the  prefident  repeated,  «  La  piece  eft  reconnue."  If  the; 
king  difavowed  it,  they  faid,  »*  Louis  ne  la  reconnoit  pas— La  piece 
n'eft  pas  reconnue. " 

The  king  difavowed  many  of  them.  When  the  whole  had  been  in- 
veftigated  in  this  manner,  the  prefident  addreffing  the  king,  faid,  "  I 
have  no  other  queflions  to  propofe — have  you  any  thing  more  to  add  ir) 
yen r  defence  ?",f«  I  defire  to  have  a  copy  of  the  accufation,"  replied 
the  king,  «'  and  of  the  papers  on  which  it  is  founded.  I  alfo  defire  to 
have  a  counfel  of  my  own  nomination."  Barrere  informed  him,  that 
his  two  firft  requefts  were  already  decreed,  and  that  the  determination 
refoectin^  the  other  would  be  made  known  to  him  in  due  time.  Drj 
Moore's  Journal,  VoL  II.     •   •    - 

*  Monfieur  de  Lamoignon-Malefherbes  is  a  man  of  an  amiable  and 
refpectable  character;  of  diftinguifhed  fenfe,  probity,  and  learning;  of 
one  of  the  chief  families  of  what  is  called  the  Robe  in  France ;  he  is 
grandfen  of  the  chancellor  Lamoignon,  who  was  an  intimate  friend  of 
Boileau,  Racine,  and  other  men  of  genius  in  the  reign  of  Louis  the 
fourteenth.     ' 

The  prefent  monfieur  de  Malefherbes  diftinguifhed  himfelf  towards 
the  end  of  the  reign  of  Louis  XV.  by  fome  very  eloquent  and  coura- 
geous remonftrances  which  he  drew  up  when  he  was  firft  prefident  of 
the  Cour  des  Aides,  and  for  which  he  was  baniihed. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Louis  XVI.  he  fucceeded  monfieur 
de  St.  Florentin  in  the  miniitry ;  but  afterwards,  for  reafons  which  are 
varioufly  ftattd,  he  defir? d  and  obtained  leave  to  retire. 

This  refpeftable  man  is  feventy-two  years  of  age;  his  generous  of- 
fer to  be  counfel  for  the  king  gains  him  the  applaufe  of  the  public,  and 
forms  a  contraft  greatly  in  his  favour  with  the  cautious  conduct  of  M. 
Target,  which  has  been  condemned  by  all  parties.  Even  the  fifhwo- 
nien  of  Paris  marked  the  difference,  went  in  a  body  and  hung  garlands 
of  flowers  and  laurel  on  the  gate  of  monfieur  de  Malefherbes,  and  af- 
terwards proceeded  to  the  houfe  of  monfi ear  Target,  in  the  intention 
to  infuk  him  in  a  manner  peculiar  to  themfelves.  Fortunately  for 
him,  he  was  ad  vert- fed  of  their  intention,  and  made  his  efcape.  Dr.' 
Moore's  Journal,  Vol.  II, 
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gument  and  the  beauty  of  the  compofition.  The 
opinions  of  the  convention  themfclves  appeared  flia- 
ken  and  divided  ;  and  M.  Lanjuinais,  one  of  them  em- 
bers, exhorted  them  not  to  confound  the  chara6ters 
of  judges,  jury,  and  accufers,  having  already  virtual- 
ly let  forth  their  opinions  to  the  world. 

The  difcuffion  was  fatally  doled  on  the  19th  of 
January.  After  a  fitting  of  near  thirty-four  hours, 
the  punifhment  of  death  was  voted  by  a  fmail  majo- 
rity of  the  convention,  and  feveral  of  thefe  differing 
in  opinion  from  the  reft,  refpecting  the  time  when  it 
fftould  be  inflicted ;  forrie  contending  that  it  fhould 
riot  be  put  in  execution  till  after  the  end  of  the  war, 
while  others  propoied  to  take  the  fenfe  of  the  people 
by  referring  the  fentence  to  the  primary  affemblies. 
The  conclufion  of  this  unhappy  bufinefs  is  too  well 
known  to  require  a  minute  detail.  It  was  however 
on  the  beft  grounds  believed,  that  the  majority  of 
the  convention  were  compelled  to  this  unjuft  mea- 
sure by  the  apprehenfion  of  becoming  viftims  to  po- 
pular fury,  (ince  a  formidable  mob  was  collected  who 
openly  threatened  by  name  a  confiderable  number  of 
the  deputies,  and  declared  their  intention  to  murder 
them  if  they  refufed  to  vote  for  the  death  of  the 
king.  Every  circumftance  indeed  warrants  us  in  af- 
ferting  that  this  decifion  was  more  the  efTetls  of  fac- 
tious fury  than  of  temperate  deliberation,  and  that 
the  caufe  of  liberty  has  certainly  been  impeded  by 
the  unprincipled  violence  of  its   pretended  votaries. 

Britons  may  exult  that  there  was  not  an  Englifh- 
man  to  be  found  upon  this  fanguinary  lift.  The  on- 
ly one  in  the  convention,  the  celebrated  Thomas 
Paine,  did  not  vote,  but  lent  his  opinion  to  the  pre- 
fident,  which  was,  that  Louis  Capet  ihould  be  ba- 
nifhed  to  America  at  the  end  of  the  war,  and  kept  a 
prifoner  till  that  event. 

The  prefident  having  announced  that  he  was  about 
to  declare  the  refult  of  their  long  and  important  de- 
liberations, a  profound  and  awful  filencc  enfued, 
while  he   declared,  that  out   of  feven  hundred  and 

twenty 
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twenty-one  votes,  three  hundred  and  fixty-fix  were 
for  death*,  three  hundred  and  nineteen  for  impri- 
fonment  during  the  war,  two  for  perpetual  imprifon- 
ment,  eight  for  a  fufpenfion  of  the  execution  of  death 
till  after  the  expulfion  of  the  Bourbons;  twenty-three 
were  for  not  putting  him  to  death,  unlefs  the  French 
territory  fhould  be  invaded  by  fome  foreign  power; 
and  one  was  for  death,  but  with  commutation  of  pu- 
nifhment.  The  prefident  concluded  in  a  lower  and 
more  folemn  tone,  and,  taking  off  his  hat,  pronoun- 
ced, <f  In  confequence  of  this  I  declare,  that  the  pu- 
nifhment  decreed  by  the  national  convention  againft 
Louis  Capet  is  death."  The  Spanifh  court  through 
the  medium  of  its  minifter  made  a  becoming  applica- 
tion to  the  affembly,  previous  to  the  paffing  of  the 
fentence,  in  behalf  of  the  depofed  fovereign ;  but 
the  reading  of  the  letter  was  rejected  with  equal  in- 
folence  and  imprudence.  At  this  period  of  the  fitt- 
ing, the  king's  three  counfellors  were  admitted  to  the 
bar,  and  one  of  them,  M.  Defeze,  addreffed  the  con- 
vention : 

*'  Citizens,  reprefentatives,  the  law  of  the  nation 
and  your  decrees  have  entrufted  to  us  the  facred  func- 
tion of  the  defence  of  Louis.  We  come,  with  regret, 
to  prefent  to  you  the  laft  a£t  of  our  function.  Louis 
has  given  to  us  his  exprefs  charge  to  read  to  you  a 
letter  figned  with  his  own  hand,  of  which  the  follow- 
ing is  a  copy : 

LETTER     FROM     LOUIS. 

"  I  owe  it  to  my  own  honour,  I  owe  it  to  my  fami- 
ly, not  to  fubfcribe  to  a  fentence  which  declares  me 
guilty  of  a  crime  of  which  I  cannot  accufe  mylelf. 
In  confequence,  I  appeal  to  the  nation  from  the  fen- 
tence of  its  reprefentatives;  and  I  commit  by  thefe 
preients  to  the  fidelity  of  my  defenders,  to  make 
known  to  the  national  convention  this  appeal,  by  all 

the 

*  In  this  lift,  to  the  fhame  of  human  nature,  was  the  name  of  the 
bafe  and  infamous  Kgalite, 
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the  means  in  their  power,  and  to  demand,  that  men- 
tion of  it  be  made  in  the  minutes  of  their  fitting. 

(Signed]  LOUIS." 

M.  Defeze  then  folemnly  invoked  the  aflembly  in 
the  name  of  his  colleagues,  to  confider  by  what  a  fmall 
majority  the  punifhment  of  death  was  pronounced 
againft  the  dethroned  monarch.  "  Do  not  affiicl 
France,"  added  this  eloquent  advocate,  "  by  a 
judgment  that  will  appear  terrible  to  her,  when  Jive 
voices  only  were  prefumed  fufficientto  carry  it."  He 
appealed  to  eternal  juftice,  and  facred  humanity,  to 
induce  the  convention  to  refer  their  fentence  to  the 
tribunal  of  the  people.  u  You  have  either  forgotten 
or  deftroyed,"  faid  the  celebrated  M.  Tronchet,  "  the 
lenity  which  the  law  allows  to  criminals,  of  requiring 
at  leaft  two-thirds  of  the  voices  to  conftitute  a  defini- 
tive judgement." 

A  melancholy  gloom  and  awful  filence  fuperfeded 
the  native  gaiety  of  the  French  capital  during  the  laft 
days  of  the  life  of  the  deplored  Louis,  as  if  fome  fu- 
ture calamity  was  prefaged  to  that  irritable  and  fac- 
tious city  ;  while  bodies  of  armed  men  patroled  the 
metropolis,  the  fupprefied  fighs  and  the  reftrained  la- 
mentations announced  to  the  thinking  world,  that  a 
fair  appeal  to  the  people  would  have  granted  life  at 
leaft  to  him,  who  had  fuffered  the  mortification  of 
defcending  from  the  ftation  of  an  exalted  fovereign 
to  that  of  a  degraded  citizen. 

After  pafling  Sunday  in  preparations  for  his  ap- 
proaching change,  and  taking  an  eternal  and  agoni- 
zing farewell  of  his  wife  and  family,  the  unfortunate 
Louis,  as  the  clocks  of  Paris  founded  eight  on  Mon- 
day morning,  was  fummoned  to  his  fate.  The  mo- 
narch afcended  the  fcaffold  with  heroic  fortitude, 
with  a  firm  ftep,  and  a  countenance  void  of  difrnay; 
and  being  prevented  from  addreffing  the  people,  he 
was  fent  before  the  tribunal  of  the  Omipotent,  to  claim 
and  probably  to  receive,  that  juftice  which  his  earth- 

Iv 
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Iv  judges  bad  denied  him*.     Some    of  the  member's 
who  had  been  mod  aclive  in  their  endeavours  to  fave 
the  king,  immediately  re'fig-ned  their  feats  in  the  con- 
vention 

*  The  following  account  of  the  laft  moments  of  this  unfortunate 
monarch  is  truly  interefting.  It  is  extracted  from  the  Letters  of  an  En- 
glifh  Lady  at  that  time  in  Paris.    . 

"  The  French  king-  received  the  intelligence  of  his  approaching  fate 
without  difmay.  He  difplayed  far  more  firmnefs  upon  the  fcaffold 
than  he  had  done  upon  the  throne,  and  atoned  for  the  weaknefs  andin- 
confiftency  of  his  conduct  in  life,  by  the  calmnefs  and  fortitude  of  his 
behaviour  in  death,-  The  evening  before  his  execution,  his  family, 
from  whom  he  had  been  feparatedfince  the  commencement  of  his  trial, 
were  conducted  to  the  tower  of  the  Temple,  and  allowed  the  fad  in- 
dulgence of  a  laft  interview,  unmolefted  by  the  prefence  of  his  guards. 
Alas  !  when  imagination  pictured  the  anguifh  of  fu'ch  an  interview,  it 
was  not  nccfiary  to  look  back  upon  the  former  elevation  of  the  fuffer- 
er,  in  order  to  pity  the  gloomy  tranfition  in  his  fate  !  It  was  not  recef ; 
fary  to  recoiled,  that  he  who  was  the  following  morning  to  fufrer 
death  upon  the  fcarTold,  was  once  the  firft  monarch  of  Europe,  and 
would  be  led  to  execution  through  the  ftreets  of  his  own  capital !  It 
was  enough  to  confider  this  unfortunate  perfon  as  a  man,  a  huiband,  a 
father!  Ah,  furely,  amidft  the  agonies  of  final  feparation  from  thofe 
to  whom  we  are  bound  by  the  ftrongeft  ties  of  nature  and  affection  ! 
furely  when  we  cling  to  thofe  we  love,  in  the  unutterable  pang  of  a 
laft  embrace — in  fuch  moments  the  monarch  ffiuft  forget  his  crown, 
and  the  regrets  of  difappointed  ambition  muft  be  unfelt  amidit  the  ar- 
p-uifh  which  overwhelms  the  broken  heart.  That  anguifh  was  net 
confined  to  the  bofoni  of  the  king,  the  queen,  and  his  filter.  The 
princefs,  his  daughter,  has  attained  that  age  when  perhaps  the  foul  is 
mod  fufceptible  of  ftrong  imprefiions,  and  its  fenfibility  moft  exqui- 
fite.  Even  the  young  prince,  who  is  only  in  his  ninth  year,  caught 
the  infectious  forrow,  and,  while  his  eyes  were  bathed  in  tears,  cried 
fobbing,  to  Santerre,  «  Ah,  laiffez-moi  courir  les  rues ! — j'irai  aux  dis- 
tricts— j'irai  a  toutes  les  feclions,  demander  grace  pour  mon  papa!"*" 

iC  The  king  had  fufflcient  firmnefs  to  avoid  feeing  his  family  on  the 
morning  of  his  execution.  He  defired  the  queen  might  be  told  that 
he  was  unable  to  bear  the  fight  of  her  and  his  children  in  thofe  laft  mo- 
ments. He  took  a  ring  off  his  finger,  which  contained  fome  of  his 
own  hair,  of  the  queen's,  and  of  his  two  children,  and  defired  it  might 
be  given  to  the  queen.  He  called  the  municipal  officers  round  him, 
and  told  them  it  was  his  dying  requeft,  that  Ciery,  his  valet  de  cham- 
bre,  roi^ht  remain  with  his  fon.  He  then  faid  to  Santerre,  "Mar- 
chons  ;"i  and  after  crofting,  with  a  hurried  pace,  the  inner  court  of 
the  Temple,  he  got  into  the  mayor's  carriage,  which  was  in  waiting, 
and  was  attended  by  his  confeflbr. — 

"  The 

*  "  Oh  !  let  me  run  through  the  ftreets — I  will  go  to  the  diftri&s— I  will  go  to  all 
the  fe^iens,  and  beg  for  my  papa," 
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vention,  particularly  Kerfaint  and  Manuel.  The  mi- 
nilter  Roland  alfo  refigned  on  this  occafion,  and  for 
this  caufe  ;   the  war  minifter  Pache  was  foon  after  di'- 

T  milled 

"  The  calmnefs  which  Louis  the  fixteeiith  difplayed  oh  this  great 
trial  of  human  fortitude,  is  attributed  not  only  to  the  fupport  his  mind 
received  from  religious  faith,  but  alfo  to  the  hope  which  it  is  faid  he 
cherifhed,  even  till  his  laft  moment,  that  the  people.,  whom  he  meant 
to  addrefs  from  the  fcaffold,  would  demand  that  his  life  might  be  fpa- 
rfed.  And  his  confeiTor,  from  motives  of  companion,  had  encouraged 
him  in  this  hope.  After  afcending  the  fcafFold  with  a  firm  ftep,  tvvice 
the  unhappy  monarch  attempted  to  fpeak,  and  twice  Santerre  prevented 
him  from  being  heard  by  ordering  the  drums  to  beat  immediately. — 
Alas!  had  he  been  permitted  to  fpeak,  poor  was  his  chance  of  exciting 
coinmiferation  !  Thofe  who  pitied  his  calamities  had  carefully  fhun- 
ned  that  ratal  fpot ;  and  thofe  who  mod  immediately  furrounded  him, 
only  waited  till  the  ftroke  was  given,  in  order  to  dip  their  pikes  and 
their  handkerchiefs  in  his  blood  ! 

M  Two  peribns  who  were  on  the  fcafFold  afTert,  that  the  unhappy 
monarch,  finding  the  hope  he  had  cherifhed,  of  awakening  the  com- 
panion of  tne  peooie,  fruitrated  by  the  impoffibility  of  his  being  heard, 
as  a  laft  refource,  declared  that  he  had  fecrets  to  reveal  of  importance 
to  the  fafety  of  the  ftate,  and  defired  he  might  be  led  to  the  national 
convention.  Some  of  the  guards  who  heard  this  declaration,  cried, 
"  Yes,  let  him  go  to  the  convention  !"— Others  faid  "  No." — Kad  the 
king  been  conducted  to  the  convention,  it  is  eafy  to  imagine  the  ef- 
fect which  would  have  been  produced  on  the  minds  of  the  people,  by 
the  fight  of  their  former  monarch  ied  through  the  ftreets  of  Paris,  with 
his  hands  bound,  his  neck  bare,  his  hair  already  cut  off  at  the  foot  of 
the  fcaffold  in  preparation  for  the  fatal  ftroke — with  no  other  covering 
than  his  fhirt.  At  that  fight  the  enraged  populace  would  have  melted 
into  tendernefs,  and  the  Parifian  women,  among  whom  were  numbers 
who  pafTed  the  day  in  tears  of  unavailing  regret,  would  have  ruihed  be- 
tween the  monarch  and  his  guards,  and  have  attempted  his  refcue,even 
with  the  rifque  of  life.  Santerre,  who  forefaw  thefe  confequences,  who 
perceiyed  the  danger  of  this  rifing  difpute  among  the  guards,  called  to 
the  executioner  to  do  his  office. — Then  it  was,  that  defpair  feized  upon 
the  mind  of  the  unfortunare  monarch — his  countenance  alTumed  a  look 
of  horror — twice  with  agony  he  repeated,  "  Je  fuis  perdu!  Je  fuis  per- 
du !"*  His  confeiTor  mean  time  called  to  him  from  the  foot  of  the 
fcafFold,  "  Louis,  nls  de  St.  Louis,  montez  au  ciel!"  and  in  one  mo- 
ment he  was  delivered  from  the  evils  of  mortality. 

ff  The  executioner  held  up  the  bleeding  head,  and  the  guards  cried 
e(  Vive  la  Republique  !"  Some  dipped  their  handkerchiefs  in  the  blood 
• — but  the  greater  number,  chilled  with  horror  at  what  had  paifed,  defir» 
ed  the  commandant  would  lead  them  inftantiy  from  the  fpot.    The  hair 

wM 

*  "  I  am  undone  !   I  am  undone  !" 

f  "  Son  of  St,  Louis,  afcend  to  heaven  !" 
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miffed,  and  Bournonville  fucceeded  to  that  depart- 
ment. Soon  after  the  condemnation  of  the  king,  M. 
Pelletier  de  St.  Fargeau,  a  deputy  of  the  convention, 
who  had  voted  for  his  death,  was  aflaffinated  by  a 
perfon  of  the  name  of  Paris,  who  had  formerly  been 
one  of  the  gardes  du  corps.  The  convention  decreed 
public  honours  to  the  memory  of  Felletier;  but  the 
aiiafTin,  who  appeared  to  be  infane,  efcaped  to  the 
country,  where  he  foon  after  deflroyed  himfelf. 

Among  other  misfortunes  in  which  the  murder  of 
the  king  involved  the  French  nation,  we  mud  certain- 
ly account  that  of  a  war  with  Great-Britain.  -  On  the 
fir  ft  eftablifhment  of  the  revolution,  the  heart  of  eve- 
ry Englifhman  beat  in  unifon  with  thofe  of  the  patri- 
ots of  France.  Some  imprudent  fteps  of  the  firft  af- 
femblv  leffened  the  number  of  its  admirers :  but  not- 
"withftanding  the  declamations  of  Mr.  Burke,  when  the 
French  were  firft  invaded  by  foreign  defpots,  "  fuc- 
cefs  to  their  arms"  was  refounded  from  every  quarter 
of  this  kingdom.  The  horrid  maffacres  of  the  10th 
of  Auguft,  and  the  fecond  of  September  difgraced  the 
name  of  liberty,  which  the  predominant  fa&ion  had 
affumed  ;  butftill,  fuch  was  the  veneration  of  Britons 
for  even  that  facred  name,  that  we  are  perfuaded,had 
the  convention  abstained  from  imbruing  their  hands 
deliberately  in  the  blood  of  a  fallen  and  perhaps  inno- 
cent man,  all  the  arts  of  miniftry  would  never  have 
led  the  people  of  England  to  countenance  a  war. 

It 

was  fold  in  feparate  trefles  at  the  foot  of  the  fcarfold  ;  and,  as  if  every 
incident  of  this  tragedy  had  been  intended  to  difplay  the  ftrange  viciffi- 
tudes  of  human  fortune,  as  if  every  fcene  were  meant  "  to  point  a  mo- 
ral," the  body  was  conveyed  in  a  cart  to  the  parifh  church  of  St.  Ma- 
dciains,  and  laid  among  the  bodies  of  thofe  who  had  been  crufhed  to 
death  on  the  Place  de  Louis  XV.  when  Louis  the  fixteenth  was  mar- 
ried, and  of  thofe  who  had  fallen  before  the  chateau  of  the  Tuilleries, 
on  the  i  o:h  of  Auguft. 

"  The  grave  was  filled  with  quick  lime,  and  a  guard  placed  over  it 
till  the  corpfe  was  confumed.  The  ground  was  then  carefully  levelled 
with  the.  furrounding  earth,  and  no  trace  or  veftige  remains  of  that 
fpot,  to  which,  ihrouded  by  the  doubtful  gloom  of  twilight,  ancient 
loyalty  might  have  repaired,  and  poured  a  tear,  or  fuperftition  breath- 
ed its  ritual  for  the  departed  fpirir." 
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It  would  be  a  tedious,  and  therefore  an  unwelcome 
undertaking,  to  trace  minutely  and  gradually  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  difpute  between  France  and  England. 
Without  affixing  any  degree  of  credit  to  the  reports 
which  have  been  circulated,  that  the  court  of  Great 
Britain  had  early  but  iecretly  acceded  to  the  concert 
of  princes,  and  the  treaty  of  Pilnitz  ;  we  may  venture 
to  obferve  at  leaft,  that  the  Britifh  miniftry  had  long 
viewed  with  a  jealous  eye  the  progrefs  of  the  French 
revolution,  and  had  induftrioufly  avoided  every 
thing  which  might  ferve  to  countenance  the  proceed- 
ings even  of  the  conftituent  afTembly.  On  the  con- 
trary, we  mud  do  the  French  nation  the  juiUce  to 
confefs,  that  the  unanimous  voice  of  that  people  was 
clamorous  from  the  firft  for  peace  and  alliance  with 
England.  During  the  ilay  of  general  Dumourier  at 
BrufTels,  he  earneftly,  through  M.  Noelle,  then  re- 
fident  in  London,  folicited  an  alliance  with  Great 
Britain.  On  what  grounds  this  propofal  was  rejected, 
we  have  as  yet  no  competent  information — But  what- 
ever was  the  motive,  it  can  never  be  fufficiently  la- 
mented, by  the  friends  of  liberty  and  humanity,  that 
lb  noble  an  effort  to  prevent  the  effufion  of  human 
blood,  and  to  infure  the  peace  of  Europe,  and  the 
liberty  and  happinefs  of  France,  "proved  abortive. 
Had  the  negociation  of  Dumourier  been  attended 
with  fuccefs,  the  amiable  and  unfortunate  Louis 
would  probably  have  now  been  alive,  and  the  re- 
mains of  his  family  releafed  from  that  ftate  ol  humi- 
liation and  captivity  in  which  they  fupport  a  refera- 
ble exiftence.  Inilead  of  being  involved  in  a  war 
(to  fay  the  leaft  of  it,  unproductive  of  any  good, 
with  no  determinate  object,  for  the  intereit  of  the 
nation)  Great  Britain  would  have  continued  to 
enjoy  her  commerce  and  profperity  uninterrupted; 
would  have  been  in  reality  the  arbitrei's  of  Eu- 
rope ;  a  fituation  which  will  now  be  neceffarily  but 
unworthily  occupied  by  Ruffia,  whole  wary  and  cau- 
tious conduct  in  the  war  evinces  unequivocally  a  dc- 

figh 
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fign  of  profiting  by  the  diftreffes  of  tbofe  powers  who 
are  more  forward  in  the  crufade, 

Such  were,    as  we  think,  the  injudicious  politics 
of  the  Britifh  miniftry  ;  and  the  abfurd   conduct  of 
the   French   convention    unhappily    accelerated    the 
commencement  of  hoftilities.     No  fooner  had   Ant- 
werp yielded  to  the  arms  of  France,  than  to  concili- 
ate the  Belgians  the  opening  of  the  Scheldt  was  pro- 
jected and  decreed  by  the  convention  ;  and  this  mea- 
fure  was  immediately  converted  into  a  caufe  of  alarm, 
as  a  violent  infringement  of  the  treaty  of  Munfter  in 
1648*.     The  decree  of  the  16th  of  November  was  al- 
io complained   of,  though  certainly  no  intention  was 
indicated  by  France   of  invading  the  territories  of 
Great  Britain.     A   feries   of  little   affronts  upon  the 
X?rench  nation  was  practifed  by  the  Englifh  miniftry. 
A  bill  for  forcibly  tranfporting  aliens  out  of  the  king- 
dom was  introduced  into  parliament.     The  ports  of 
Great  Britain'  were   fliut  againit   the  exportation  of 
corn  to  France,  while  it  was  permitted  to  her   ene- 
mies.     In   the    end,    an   inialt  perhaps    unneceflary 
was  offered  to  the  ambaflador  of  the  republic,  by  or- 
dering him,  under  the  authority  of  the  alien-bill,  at  a 

fhort 

*  In  the  third  volume,  p.  $39,  of  the  Political  State  of  Europe,  the 
following  face  is  produced  with  a  view  probably  of  demonft  rating  the 
inconfiftency  of  the  Britifh  miniftry  in  this  inftance.  As  impartial  his- 
torians, it  is  our  bufinefs  to  conceal  nothing  that  falls  within  our  notice, 
and  we  therefore  give  it  exactly  in  the  words  of  the  compiler  of  that 
publication  :  ; 

i(  A  Remarkable  Fact,  from  the  M.rmrien  dienende  tot  Ophelde- 
ring  :  or,  -Memoirs  relative  to  the  War  between  England  and  Holland : 
by  the  Hon.  J.  Rendorp,  L.  L.  D.  Burgomafter  of  Amfterdarq. 
J  uft  publifhed. 

"  It  appears  that  Sir  Jofeph  Ycrke,  when  he  left  the  Hague,  went 
to  Antwerp,  and  inftigated  the  inhabitants  of  that  city  to  petition  the 
emperor  to  infift  on  the  free  navigation  of  the  Scheldt. 

"  The  people  of  England,  will,  perhaps,  think  it  fomewhat  extra- 
ordinary that  a  Britifh  minifter  fhould  excite  the  Antwerpers  to  obtain 
that  as  a  nat7iral  right,  (for  fuch  he  rauft  dcubtlefs  have  reprefented  1") 
the  bare  apprehenfion  of  which  has  been  lately  urged  as  a  furEcient  rea- 
fon  for  involving  the  nation  in  extraordinary  expences,  and  bringing  up= 
pn  it  all  the  calamities  of  war,"  x 
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fiiort  notice,  out  of  the  kingdom;  and  to  complete 
the  affront,  the  notice  was  publifhed  in  the  gazette*. 
Good  policy  in  the  French  council  fhould  (till  have 
difregarded  thefe  affronts,  and  they  mould,  as  well  as 
in  the  cafe  of  Auflria,  have  compelled  their  cponent3 
to  appear  altogether  in  the  character  of  the  nrlt  ag- 
greffors.  But  this  fuked  not  the  impetuous  difpofition 
and  the  fhallow  views  of  thefe  unfledged  ftateimen. 
Intoxicated  with  their  fucceffes  in  the  Netherlands, 
deceived  probably  with  refpetl  to  the  ftate  of  parties 
in  England,  and  inflamed  with  pride  and  refentment,  £>. 
on  the  iff,  of  February,  upon  the  motion  of  Briffot,/  Kf^ 
the  national  convention  decreed,  among  other  arti- 
cles, cc  That  George,  king  of  England,  had  never 
ceafed  fince  the  revolution  of  the  10th  of  Auguft,  1792, 
from  giving  to  the  French  nation  proofs  of  his  enmi- 
ty, and  of  his  attachment  to  the  concert  of  crowned 
heads;  and  that  he  had  drawn  into  the  fame  league 
the  ftadtholder  of  the  United  Provinces :  that,  con- 
trary to  the  firft  article  of  the  treaty  of  1783,  the  En- 
gliffi  miniffry  had  granted  protection  and  fuccour  to 
the  emigrants  and  others,  who  have  openly  appeared 
in  arms  againft  France  :  that  en  the  news  of  the  exe- 
cution of  Louis  Capet,  they  were  led  to  commit  an 
outrage  againft  the  French  republic,  by  ordering  the 
ambafiador  of  France  to  quit  Great-Britain  :  that  the 
Englifh  have  (lopped  divers  boats  and  veflels  laden 
with  corn  for  France,  whilft  at  the  fame  time,  contra- 
ry to  the  treaty  of  1786,  they  continue  the  exporta- 
tion of  it  to  other  foreign  countries  :  that  in  order  to 

thwart 

*  This  laft  meafurewill  probably  be  long  regretted  by  Englinimrn, 
ifthere  is  any  truth  in  the  report,  that  fuch  was  the  reiuftanee  of  the 
French  nation  to  break  with  Great-Britain,  that,  while  it  was  in  agi- 
tation, M.  Maret,  private  fecretary  to  the  French  minifter,  arrived  in 
England  with  full  powers  to  make  every  concefTion  that  might  appear 
xealonable,  and  even  to  cede  to  Britain  fome  of  the  moil  valuable  co- 
lonies of  France,  mould  the  latter  power  be  difpoied  to  form  a  treaty  of 
peace  and  alliance.  Unfortunately  M.  Maret  arrived  juft  at  the  moment 
of  M.Chauvelin'sdifmiffion  :  and,  judging  it  neither  fafe  nor  honourable 
to  remain,  immediately  returned.  Overtures  of  peace  have  fir.ee  been 
made  by  the  French,  but  were  not  attended  toby  the  Britifh  miniftiy. 
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thwart  moreeffkacioufly  the  commercial  tranfa&ions 
of  the  republic  with  England,  they  have  by  an  a£t.  of 
parliament  prohibited  the  circulation  of  affignats.  The 
convention  therefore  declare,  that,  in  confequence  of 
thefe  acls  of  hoftility  and  aggreffion,  the  French  re- 
public is  at  war  with  the  king  of  England  and  the 
jladt holder  of  the  United  Provinces." 

In  confequence  of  thefe  meafures,  general  Dumou- 
rier  proceeded  with  a  large  body  of  troops  to  invade 
Holland,  exhorting  the  Batavians  in  a  violent  mani- 
fefto  to  reject  the  tyrannic  ariftocracy  of  the  ftadthol- 
der  and  his  party,  and  to  become  a  free  republic. 
The  dates-general  of  Holland  iffued  a  counter  decla- 
ration, in  which  they  combated  that  of  the  French 
commander,  and  pointed  out  the  fallacy  of  his  affer- 
tions  and  the  danger  of  his  defigns.  The  Dutch 
every  where  made  the  mod  vigorous  preparations  for 
defending  themfelves,  and  the  Englifh  cabinet  fe- 
conded  their  efforts  by  an  immediate  embarkation  of 
troops,  to  the  command  of  which  the  duke  of  York 
v/as  appointed. 

While  thefe  tranfa&ions  were  in  agitation,  the  con- 
ftitutional  committee  were  ailiduoufly  employed  in 
framing  the  plan  of  a  new  conftitution,  for  which  the 
nation  became  everv  dav  more  clamorous.  The  con* 
£^  ^  ftitution  was  indeed  prefented  to  the  convention 
fC  Jli^  on  the  15th  of  February  by  M.  Condorcet  its  reputed 
author;  it  was  however  never  confirmed,  and  is  de- 
fervedly  in  our  opinion,  committed  to  oblivion.  On 
the  7th  of  March,  as  if  the  nation  was  not  already 
fufliciently  embarrafTed,  the  convention  added  one 
more  enemy  to  the  combination  againft  them,  by  de- 
claring war  againfl  the  king  of  Spain. 

The  fubjugation  of  Holland  was  the  fir  ft  pro- 
ject of  general  Doumourier;  and  when  the  eafe 
with  which  he  effected  the  conqueft  of  the  Nether- 
lands,  and  the  courage  and  ability  difplayed  by 
him  and  his  army  at  the  famous  battle  of  Gemappe, 
were  confidered,  the  ariftocracy  of  almoft  every 
nation   trembled.     He  juflly    fuppofed,  that  the  di- 

vifions 
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vifions  which  the  ufurpations  of  power  had  created 
in  Holland  would  greatly  facilitate  his  progrefs;  and 
the  eafy  furrender  of  Breda  and  Gertruydenberg  en- 
couraged him  to  boaft  that  he  would  terminate  the 
conteft  by  a  fpeedy  approach  to  Amiterdam.  A  train 
of  circumftances,  however,  loon  interrupted  the  vic- 
torious career  of  Dumourier,  and  evinced  to  man- 
kind the  uncertainty  of  military  fuccefs. 

General  Miranda,  who  had  beiieged  the  city  oi.AbfAndii 
Maeftricht  with  great  force  and  vigour,  and  fummon- 
ed  the  governor  to  furrender,  was  attacked  by  prince 
Frederic  of  Brunfwick,  and  defeated  with  coniidera- 
ble  lofs.  The  commiffioners  of  Belgium  informed 
the  convention,  in  a  letter  from  Liege,  dated  March 
the  3d,  that  their  cantonments  on  the  river  Roer, 
above  Aix-la-Chapelle,  had  been  forced  by  the  ene- 
my, and  that  general  Valence  had  evacuated  that  city. 
The  Auftrians  after  this  divided  thernfelves  into  three 
columns,  two  of  which  marched  towards  Maeftricht, 
and  the  fiege  of  that  place  was  immediately  raifed. 
The  third  purfued  the  advanced  guard  of  the  repub- 
lic, and  the  abfence  of  feveral  commanding  officers 
was  fuppofed  to  have  greatly  facilitated  the  fuccefs  of 
the  Pruffians  in  thefe  rencounters,  which  may  be  juftly 
confidered  as  the  commencement  of  a  new  feries  of 
misfortunes  to  France.  Such  was  the  consternation 
which  the  fucceffesof  the  enemy  occalioned,  that  gene- 
ral Valence  himfelf  informed  the  commiffioners,  that  if 
Dumourier  did  not  arrive  immediately,  he  could  not 
anfwer  for  the  confequences ;  that  the  Pruffians  who 
patted  the  Roer  had  defeated  him  and  relieved  Maef- 
tricht; that  they  amounted  to  near  thirty  thoufand 
men,  a  confiderable  part  of  which  were  cavalry,  in 
which  his  army  was  remarkably  deficient. 

Before  we  review  the   reverfe   of  fortune    w7hich 
Dumourier  experienced  in  the  Netherlands,  it  may  • 

be  proper  to  advert  to  the  bombardment  of  CagU^'^^  ^ 
ari,  the  capital  of   Sardinia.     The  (hips   under  the 
command  of   admiral    Truguet  began  to   fire    upon 
the  town   the  twenty-fourth  of  January;  but  as  aU 

the 
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the  tranfports  with  the  land  forces  were  not  arriv- 
ed, he  ordered  the  firing  to  ceafe  on  the  twenty- 
ninth.  The  volunteers,  however,  being  impatient  to 
land,  the  admiral,  after  ufing  every  argument  to  con- 
vince them  how  dangerous  it  mult  be  to  make  an  at- 
tempt without  a  fufficient  force,  at  length  confented, 
and  gave  orders  for  dilembarkation  on  the  14th  of 
February.  Four  mips  and  two  bomb-ketches  were 
pofted  before  the  town,  and  nearly  the  fame  force 
was  placed  between  the  town  and  a  fmall  mountain 
defended  by  batteries :  another  came  to  anchor  be- 
fore the  town  to  batter  it,  and  three  fhips  and  three 
frigates  were  employed  in  covering  the  landing  of  the 
troops.  Of  all  tbefe  mips  the  Themiftocles  alone  did 
execution  ;  but  fhe  was  fet  on  fire  by  a  red  hot  ball, 
and  the  captain  was  wounded  in  the  leg,  and  died 
four  days  after.  In  the  night  the  Themiftocles  was 
obliged  to  retire.  The  Patriot,  which  kept  up  a  con- 
tinual fire  for  three  days  and  three  nights,  expended 
all  her  ammunition,  and  had  eight  men  wounded, 
fome  of  them  in  a  dangerous  manner.  The  Juno 
frigate  had  feven  wounded. 

The  defcent  was  effected  under  the  command  of 
general  Cafa-Bianca,  with  fifteen  hundred  troops  of 
the  line,  and  three  thoufand  national  volunteers ; 
another  defcent  was  to  be  made  at  fome  diftance,  and 
a  certain  fignal  was  agreed  upon.  The  fame  fignal 
was  obferved  in  the  iiland,  and  the  troops  heard  the 
following  words  pronounced  through  a  {peaking 
trumpet  : — Citizens,  come  on  fhore ;  we  have  put  t& 
flight  the  enemy.  The  troops,  however,  fufpecled  the 
delufion,  efpecially  as  they  could  obferve  with  their 
glailes  that  the  invitation  came  from  perions  in  the 
Sardinian  uniform.  The  fecond  defcent  therefore 
was  countermanded.  Cafa-Bianca,  however,  form- 
ed a  camp  at  the  diftance  of  half  a  league  from  the 
town,  with  fifteen  pieces  of  cannon  and  fome  mor- 
tars ;  but  the  troops  were  feized  with  an  inftantane- 
ous  panic,  they  miftook  the  word  of  command,  and 
the  patroles  fired  upon  each  other;  the  foldiers  ima- 
gined 
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gined  themfelves  too  weak  in  number,  and  requefted 
to  be  re-embarked,  and  fome  of  them  without  or- 
ders began  to  retire  towards  the  more.  In  this  dis- 
agreeable fituation  the  general  was  compelled  to  re- 
embark  his  troops,  and  it  was  with  great  difficulty  that 
he  was  able  to  fave  his  cannon.  When  the  troops  re- 
turned on  board,  Truguet  immediately  fet  fail.  The 
Leopard,  a  fhip  of  the  line,  ran  on  fhore,  but  the 
crew  were  faved.  A  tartan,  which  ran  on  fhore  al- 
fo,   was  burnt  by  the  Sardinians. 

This  failure  of  the  attack  upon  Sardinia  was  a 
trivial  misfortune  in  comparifon  with  the  hafty  re- 
treat and  final  defection  of  Dumourier  in  the  Nether- 
lands. Soon  after  that  general  quitted  Holland,  and 
allumed  in  perfon  the  command  of  the  difconcerted 
armies  of  Valence  and  Miranda,  the  forces  of  the 
prince  of  Cobourg  and  general  Clairfait  attacked  him 
with  a  vigour  that  aftonifhed  him.  who  had  but  a  few 
months  before  driven  the  fame  troops  out  of  France, 
and  through  the  Netherlands  into  Germany.  He  faw 
with  mortification  and  difmay  the  laurels  of  Gemappe. 
wither  on  the  plains  of  Tirlemont. 

On  the  14th  of  March,  the  Imperialifts  advanced 
from  Tongres  towards  Tirlemont,  by  St.  Tron,  and 
were  attacked  by  general  Dumourier  fucceffively  on 
the  15th  and  the  following  days.  The  firft  attempts 
were  attended  with  fuccefs.  The  Auftrian  advanced 
pofts  were  obliged  to  retire  to  St.  Tron  through  Tirle- 
mont, which  they  had  already  pafi'ed.  On  the  18th  a 
general  engagement  took  place,  the  French  army  be- 
ing covered  by  Dormael,  and  on  the  right  by  Landen. 
The  action  continued  with  great  obltinacy  on  both 
fides,  from  feven  o'clock  in  the  morning  till  five  in 
the  evening,  when  the  French  were  obliged  to  fall 
back,  and  the  Auftrian  cavalry  coming  up,  put  them 
entirely  to  flight.  The  lofs  in  each  army  was  great. 
The  French  difplayed  confiderable  courage  and  ad- 
drefs,  but  were  overpowered  by  the  (uperior  numbers, 
and,  perhaps,  by  the  more  regular  discipline  of  their 
enemies.     Dumourier  himfelf,  in  a  letter  to  general 

U  Duval, 
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Duval,  fays  of  this  battle,  that  he  attacked  the  enemy 
in  the  famous  plain  of  Newinghen,  and  fought  the 
•whole  day  with  his  right  wing  and  centre.  The  left 
wing  not  only  fought  ill,  but  abandoned  him  and  fled 
beyond  Tirlemont.  He  fortunately  withdrew  the 
right  wing  and  the  centre,  fkirmifhing  from  the  19th 
to  the  20th ;  and  in  the  night  he  took  a  pofition  on  the 
heights  of   Cumpitch. 

Durnourier  addrefied  another  letter   to  Bournon- 
"ville,  dated  the  28th  of  March,  in  which  he  gave  an 
account  of  the  retreat  of  a  part  of  the  army  under 
generals   Neuilly   and   Ferrand,  who,  by   the   defer- 
tion  of  a  great  number  of  volunteers,  were  obliged 
to  evacuate  the  city  of  Mons  during  the  night.     Ge- 
neral Marafle,  military  commander  of  Antwerp,  ca- 
pitulated, and  by  that  method,  though   not  the  mod 
honourable,  yet  indifpenfably  neceflary,  faved  a  bo- 
dy of  ten  thoufand  men.      He  added,  that  colonels  St. 
Clair  and  Theuvenot  were  attacked  without  means 
of  defence  ;  that  the  military  convoys  were  detained 
at  Bruges  ;  that  he  had  difpatched  fome  troops  in  or- 
der to  liberate  thofe  convoys;  and  that  he  had  fent 
forces  to  garrifon   St.  Omer,  Cambray,  and  all  the 
places  on  the  line  from   Dunkirk  to  Givet.     At  this 
period  Durnourier  defcribed  the  army  as  in  a  {late  of 
•the  utmoft  diforder,  and  as  not  having  provifions  for 
more  than  ten  days.     He  fa  id  that  the  pretended  fuc- 
cours  of  men  from  the  departments  of  the  north  con- 
fided only   of  old  men  and   boys,  who,  fo  far  from 
being  ufeful,  ferved  only  to  con  fume  the  provifions 
and  increafe  the  confufion.     He  declared,  that  if  or- 
der and  difcipline  were  not  reftored,  that  if  fifty  au- 
thorities, each  more  abfurd  than  the  other,  continu- 
ed   to    direct  all   political   and   military    operations, 
France  would   be  loll:   and  he  added,  that   with   a 
(mall  number  of  brave  men   he  would  bury  himfelf 
under  the  ruins   of  his  country.      He  affirmed,  that 
it  was  impoifible  for  him   to  flop  the  progrefs  of  the 
enemy,  who,  without  amufing  themfelves  with  lieges, 
might,  with  an  army  of  twenty  thoufand  cavalry,  lay 

wafte 
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wafte  and  reduce  to  afhes  all  that  part  of  the  country 
which  lies  in  the  vicinity  of  the  metropolis.  The 
French  general  concluded  this  melancholy  reprefen- 
tation  with  bellowing  eulogiums  on  the  clemency  and 
moderation  of  the  Auftrians,  who,  he  obferved,  were 
entitled  to  the  more  praife,  as  from  the  examples  of 
cruelty  and  outrage  which  the  French  had  exhibited, 
a  very  different  conduct  on  their  part  might  have 
been  expecled.  "  I  have  always  affirmed, "  fays  he, 
"  and  I  repeat,  that  a  republic  can  only  be  founded 
on  virtue,  and  that  freedom  can  be  maintained  only 
by  order  and  wifdom." 

Such  is  the  outline  of  the  proceedings  which  pre- 
ceded the  final  defection  of  that  celebrated  general 
from  the  republicans  of  France,  whofe  conducl  he 
feems  rather  to  have  difapproved  than  their  caufe. 
His  great  and  ambitious  mind  was  affe&ed  even  to 
delperation,  when  he  had  loft  the  alluring  epithet  of 
deliverer  of  nations,  by  the  rafhnefs  of  the  conven- 
tion and  the  irregularity  of  mobs ;  and  it  will  perhaps 
long  remain  a  doubt  with  fpeculative  men,  whether 
Dumourier  would  not  have  continued  faithful  and 
victorious,  if  France  had  feconded  his  efforts  with 
wifdom  and  liberality,  immediately  after  the  retreat 
of  the  duke  of  Brunfwick. 

The  frequent  reproachful  addreffes  to  the  conven- 
tion from  the  general,  were  at  length  conflrued  by 
them  into  inlult  and  treafon.  He  had  been  too  much 
accuftomed  to  the  ftratagems  of  war  and  the  fineffe  of 
political  tranfafrions,  not  to  be  previoufly  informed 
of  the  defign  of  the  convention  to  order  him  a  pri- 
foner  to  their  bar.  When  the  commiflioners  of  the 
northern  army  therefore  came  to  Tournay  with  an 
evident  defign  of  founding  his  intentions,  they  found 
him  with  madame  Sillery,  young  Egalite  and  Valence, 
furrounded  with  deputations  from  the  diftrift  of  Cam- 
bray.  The  interview  was  violent.  Dumourier  ex- 
prefled  himfelf  in  terms  of  inventive  againft  the  Ja- 
cobins. "  They  will  ruin  France,"  faid  he  ;  "  but  I 
will  fave  it,  though  they  fhould  call    me  a  C«far?  a 

Cromwell* 
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Cromwell,  or  a  Monk/'  The  commiffioners  carried 
the  converfation  no  farther.  They  departed,  and  re- 
turned next  day,  determined  to  diflemble,  in  order 
the  better  to  difcover  the  extent  of  his  views.  The 
general  then  became  more  explicit ;  he  faid  that  the 
convention  were  a  herd  of  ruffians,  whom  he  held  in 
abhorrence — that  the  volunteers  were  paltroons ;  but 
that  all  their  efforts  would  be  vain.  "  As  for  the  reft," 
added  he,  "  their  ftill  remains  a  party.  If  the  queen 
and  her  children  are  threatened,  I  will  march  to  Pa- 
ris— it  is  my  fixed  intention — and  the  convention  will 
not  exift  three  weeks  longer. "  The  commiffioners 
afked  him  by  what  means  he  would  replace  the  con- 
vention ?  His  anfwer  was,  "  The  means  are  already 
formed/'  They  afked  him  whether  he  did  not  wifh 
to  have  the  laft  conflitution  ?  He  replied  that  it  was 
a  foolifh  one  ;  he  expecled  a  better  from  Condorcet: 
the  firft  conflitution,  with  all  its  imperfections,  was 
preferable.  When  they  afked  him  whether  he  wifli- 
ed  to  have  a  king,  he  replied — "  We  muft  have  one." 
He  alfo  told  them  that  he  was  employed  to  make 
peace  for  France  ;  that  he  had  already  entered  into  a 
negociation  with  the  prince  of  Cobourg  for  an  ex- 
change of  prifoners,  and  for  the  purpofe  of  withdraw- 
ing from  Holland  thofe  eighteen  battalions  which  were 
on  the  point  of  being  cut  off.  When  they  inform- 
ed him  that  thofe  negociations  with  Cobourg,  and  the 
peace  which  he  wifhed  to  procure  for  France,  would 
not  change  republicans  into  royalifts,  he  repeated  the 
aflertion  that  he  would  be  in  Paris  in  three  weeks ;  and 
oblerved,  that  fince  the  battle  of  Gemappe  he  had 
wept  over  his  fuccefs  in  fo  bad  a  caufe.  Dubuiffon 
then  propofed  to  communicate  to  him  a  plan  of  a 
counter-revolution:  but  he  faid  that  his  own  was  bet- 
ter. 

The  attempt  to  arreft  an  able  general  at  the  head  of 
his  army,  did  not,  it  muft  be  confefled,  argue  a  fupe- 
rior  degree  of  wifdom  either  in  the  convention  or  its 
agents.  As  foon  as  the  fpecial  commiffioners  there- 
fore arrived  from  Paris  for  that  purpofe,  and  announ- 
ced 
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ctd  to  the  general  their  intention,  he  fmiled,  and  allu- 
red them  "  that  he  valued  his  head  too  much  to  fub- 
mit  it  to  an  arbitrary  tribunal:"  and  immediately  giving 
the  fignal  for  a  body  of  foldiers  who  were  in  wating, 
he  ordered  the  minifter  of  war  Bournonville  (who  was 
fent  to  fuperfede  him),  and  the  commiffioners  immedi- 
ately to  be  conveyed  to  the  Auftrian  head  quarters  as 
at  Mons,  hoftages  for  the  fafety  of  the  royal  family. 

Dumourier,  however,  notwithftanding  his  fplendid 
talents,  appears  to  have  been  grofsly  rniftaken  with  re- 
gard to  the  difpofition  of  his  army.  They  were  ready 
to  refent  to  a  man  the  affront  which  was  fo  impru- 
dently offered  to  their  general,  in  ordering  him  to  ap- 
pear as  a  criminal  at  Paris;  but,  when  he  came  to 
propofe  to  them  the  refloration  of  royalty  in  the  per- 
fon  of  the  prince,  and  to  turn  their  arms  againft  their 
country,  the  prejudices  or  the  patriotifm  of  French- 
men aifumed  their  wonted  influence,  and  they  confi- 
dered  it  as  their  duty  to  difobey.  The  general  had 
fcarcely  advanced  as  far  as  Cambray  before  he  found 
his  army  gradually  deferting.  The  artillery  was  the 
firft  corps  that  forfook  him;  and  they  were  almoft  im- 
mediately followed  by  the  national  guards.  M.  Du- 
mourier then  harangued  the  troops  of  the  line ;  but 
their  reply  was,  "  that  though  they  loved  him  as  a 
man,  and  venerated  him  as  a  general,  they  could  not 
fight  againft  their  country." 

Thus  defeated  in  his  plan  of  a  counter-revolution, 
and  finding  that  no  dependence  was  to  be  placed  up- 
on the  majority  of  the  army,  general  Dumourier,  with 
two  regiments  of  horfe,  and  accompanied  by  young 
Egalite  and  fome  other  officers,  determined  to  make 
his  efcape  to  the  enemy  at  Mons;  where,  after  a  dan- 
gerous purfuit  by  a  part  of  the  army  which  he  lately 
commanded,  and  being  (hot  at  feveral  times,  he  at 
length  arrived  fafe,  at  the  head  of  that  fmall  party 
which  (till  retained  their  fidelity  to  their  fallen  com- 
mander. 

The  conduct  of  general  Dumourier  has  afforded 
room  for  many  conjectures,  and  has  excited  a  variety 

of 
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of  fufpicions.  The  democratic  party  do  not  fcruple 
to  affert,  that  it  was  long  his  intention  to  betrav  his 
country,  and  that  he  was  actually  bribed  by  the  Im- 
perialiits.  We  mult  confefs  that  thefe  conjectures 
appear  Scarcely  to  be  warranted  by  competent  evi- 
dence. No  traitor  would  have  fought  as  Dumourier 
did  on  the  18th  ;  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  impru- 
dent and  abfurd  proceedings  of  the  convention  in  de- 
nouncing him  as  an  enemy  to  his  country,  we  think 
there  is  at  lead  a  probability  that  he  would  (till  have 
remained  faithful  to  its  caufe.  The  affertions  of 
thofe  who  think  differently  are  however  ftrong  ;  and 
it  is  not  impoffible  that  both  motives  might  have  con- 
curred to  detach  him  from  the  caufe  of  the  republic  ; 
it  is  not  impoffible,  that,  finding  a  ftrong  and  increaf- 
ing  party  againft  him  in  Paris,  he  might  be  difpofed 
to  liflen  to  the  advances  of  the  combined  powers,  and 
might  in  thefe  circumftances  even  accept  the  wages 
of  corruption. 

We  fhould  have  remarked,  that  general  Dumou- 
rier had,  previous  to  his  intended  march  to  Paris, 
eltablifhed  an  armiftice  with  the  prince  de  Cobourg; 
and  his  highnefs  had  iflued  a  molt  liberal  proclama- 
tion, which  accompanied  the  addrefs  of  M  Dumou- 
rier, and  which  allured  the  French  nation,  that  it 
was  not  his  intention  to  interfere  at  all  in  the  inter- 
nal government  of  France,  and  that  no  part  of  his 
army  fhould  even  enter  the  frontier,  unleis  the  ge- 
neral fhould  demand  a  fmall  body  to  acl  under  him 
to  fupport  his  motions,  and  to  co-operate  as  friends 
and  brothers  in  arms. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted,  that  this  liberal  and 
conciliatory  addrefs  fhould  have  been  revoked  by 
the  congrefs  of  general  officers,  which  was  held  at 
Jniroc^p.  Antwerp  on  the  8th  of  April.  The  resolution  of 
that  congrefs  "  to  commence  a  jplan  of  active  opera- 
tions againft  France"  is  ftill  more  deeply  to  be  re- 
gretted. The  temper  manifclted  by  the  troops  of 
Dumourier,  their  obftinate  adherence  to  the  repub- 
lic, fhould  have  damped  the  hopes  of  thofe  who  wifh 

at 
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at  this  crifis  to  force  a  monarchy  upon  the  French  na-  O 
tion.  A  monarchy  we  believe  they  would  fhortly  have, 
if  left  themfelves ;  for  what  is  termed  pure  democracy 
is  no  other  than  a  date  of  anarchy,  and  that  cannot 
long  endure.  It  is  the  odium  which  the  combined 
powers  firft  excited  againft  monarchy  by  the  league 
of  Pilnitz,  and  their  hoftile  invafion,  that  keeps  the 
French  united ;  and,  conducted  on  the  prefent  plan, 
we  can  fee  no  probable  iffue  of  the  war,  but  an  im- 
menfe  profufion  of  blood  and  treafure,  and  the  confe- 
derated powers  reduced  to  a  fimilar  fiate  of  bankrupt- 
cy with  France  itfelf,  in  attempting  to  fubdue  it. 

Amidft  this  accumulation  of  external  misfortunes, 
the  country  of  France  was  at  this  period  internally 
agitated  by  the  mod  formidable  infurre&ions  in  differ- 
ent parts.  A  confiderable  body  of  royalifts  affembled 
on  the  bank  of  the  Loire,  and  threatened  the  reduc- 
tion of  Nantz.  In  the  department  of  La  Vende'e,  they  'a  '^J 
arTumed  the  denomination  of  the  Chriftian  Army,  and 
were  commanded  by  a  perfon  of  fome  note,  of  the 
name  of  Joly.  Strong  fufpicions  have  been  entertain-,  '  * 
ed,  that  the  infurgents  were  fecretly  afTifled  by  foreign 
powers. 

On  the  2d  of  April,  a  member  of  the  national  con- 
vention enumerated  feveral  caufes  of  fufpicion  againft 
the  executive  council,  and  cited  diftincl  charges  againft 
the  minifter  Bournonville.  In  the  fame  fitting  the 
commiflioners  of  the  convention  at  Rochelle  announc- 
ed, that  the  people  of  Nantz  had  made  a  fuccefsful 
fally  againft  the  revolters,  had  killed  twelve  hundred 
on  the  fpot,  and  captured  an  equal  number. 

On  the  fame  day  the  popular  fociety  of  Toulon  de- 
nounced general  Paoli  as  a  fupporter  of  defpotifm./  \a  1 
They  alleged  that  the  general,  in  concert  with  the  ad- 
miniftrators  of  the  department,  had  inflicted  every 
kind  of  hardship  upon  the  patriots,  and  at  the  fame 
time  favoured  the  emigrants  and  the  refractory  priefts. 
They  demanded  that  his  head  mould  fall  under  the 
avenging  fword  of  the  law.  The  convention  decreed, 
that  general  Paoli  and  the  procureur  general  lyndic  of 

the 
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the  department  of  Corfica  mould  be  ordered  to  the 
bar,  to  give  an  account  of  their  conduct. 

On  the  following  day  the  affembly  received  a  letter 
from  general  Biron,  dating,  that  though  the  mow  lay 
deep  on  the  ground,  the  enemy  had  attacked  the  camp 
of  Braons  on  the  28th  of  March.  They  were  vigor- 
oufly  repulfed  ;  and  he  added,  that  the  lofs  muft  have 
been  confiderable,  if  he  might  judge  from  the  quan- 
tity  of  blood  and  of  fufils  left  in  the  field. 

It  was  the  4th  of  April  before  the  national  conven- 
tion received  the  intelligence,  that  the  commiffioners 
whom  they  had  fent  to  feize  Dumourier,  and  to  con- 
duel:  him  a  prifoner  to  Paris  had  themfelves  been  ar- 
retted by  that  general  and  fent  to  the  Auftrians.  On 
the  receipt  of  this  information,  the  convention  decreed 
a  large  reward  for  bringing  Dumourier  to  Paris  dead 
or  alive.  They  took  the  fpeedieft  meafures  for  fecur- 
ing  the  peace  of  Paris,  and  for  defending  the  fron- 
tiers. 

The  confirmation  which  the  defection  of  Dumou- 
rier had  created,  was  in  fome  meafure  relieved  by  let- 
ters of  the  5th  of  April,  from  the  commiffioners  of  the 
northern  armv  to  the  convention,  informing  them  that 
their  country  was  faved,  that  the  camp  of  Maulde  was 
difbanded,  and  that  all  the  troops  had  forfaken  Du- 
mourier. 

The  commifTioners  added,  that  relying  on  the  patri- 
hynhWfootito  and  activity  of  general  Dampierre,  they  had  ap- 
pointed him  provifionally  commander  in  chief.  Du- 
mourier palled  through  the  camp  of  the  army  of  the 
Ardennes,  confifling  of  twenty  battalions,  troops  of 
the  line,  and  volunteers,  with  a  park  of  artillery,  which 
he  endeavoured  to  feduce,  but  failed  in  his  attempt  j 
and  they  univerfally  came  over  to  the  intereft  of  the 
'hukl-i  convention  after  having  been  exhorted  by  Becker,  aid- 
du-camp  to  general  Diretman,  to  beware  of  the  delu- 
iions  of  their  former  commander,  who  only  told  them 
they  mould  foon  have  a  king  and  laws,  the  better  to  ef- 
fect his  own  ambitious  projects. 

Our 
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•  Our  readers  will  fcarcely  regret  the  misfortunes  „ 
and  abafement  of  the  notorious  duke  of  Orleans,  bet-zf?1^ -nb 
ter  known  at  prefent  by  the  proltituted  name  of  Phi- 
lip Egalite.  A  decree  having  palled  in  the  conven- 
tion lor  the  banilhment  of  all  the  Bourbons,  this 
fhameleis  monitor  lent  a  letter  to  the  prefident  defir- 
ing  to  know  whether  he,  as  a  reprelentative  of  the 
people,  could  be  included  in  the  decree;  when  fuch 
was  the  indignation  even  of  this  factious  alfembly, 
that  the  affirmative  relbunded  from  every  part  of  the 

ball. 

In  a  difpatch  dated  April  the  10th,  the  commiffion- 
ers  at  Valenciennes  informed  the  convention  that 
the  enemy  were  preparing  apparently  for  the  attack 
of  Conde,  but  that  the  foldiers  who  compofed  the 
garrilon  of  that  place  were  determined  to  defend 
themfelves  like  true  republicans — that  a  fpirit  of  or- 
der began  to  be  re-eltablilhed  among  the  troops,  and 
that  they  hoped,  when  the  army  was  convinced  re- 
fpe&ing  the  traitorous  defigns  of  Dumourier,  that 
their  errors  would  be  changed  into  indignation,  and 
their  defeats  into  victories. 

In  the  mean  time  the  conflict  of  parties  which 
was  fhortly  to  break  out  into  open  outrage,  began 
to  agitate  the  convention,  and  the  violence  or  the 
crimes  of  the  notorious  Marat  at  length  produced  his 
accufation  and  imprifonment.  He,  as  prefident  of 
the  Jacobins  of  Paris,  had  figned  an  addrefs,  invok- 
ing all  the  popular  focieties  to  exert  themfelves  for 
the  expulfion  of  thofe  c<  unfaithful  members  of  the 
convention  who  betrayed  their  truft,  and  who  did 
not  vote  for  the  death  of  a  tyrant."  At  ten  in  the 
evening,  on  the  13th  of  April,  the  appeal  nominal 
on  the  decree  againit  this  infolent  aflaffin  commenc- 
ed, and  after  a  tumultuous  fitting  of  the  whole  night, 
the  refult  was  announced  at  feven  o'clock  in  the 
morning:  out  of  three  hundred  and  thirty-fix  votes, 
two  hundred  and  thirty-two  were  for  the  decree  of 
accufation.  In  confequence,  the  decree  was  pro- 
nounced againit  Marat,  and  he  was  committed  to  the 

X  Abbaye 
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Abbaye  prifon.  After  fo  grofs  an  infult  on  the  prin- 
ciples of  juitice,  and  on  the  peace  and  liberty  of  the 
reprefentative  body,  it  is  furprifing  that  a  jury  could 
be  found  abandoned  enough  to  acquit  fo  notorious 
a  delinquent  ;  but  be  was  too  great  a  favourite  with 
the  populace  to  fall  by  a  legal  decifion  in  a  city 
where  the  multitude  are  fovereigns.  He  was  acquit- 
ted bv  the  tribunal  ;  and  his  return  to  the  convention 
was  a' triumphal  entry,  in  which  that  affembly  was 
difgraced  in  the  fame  manner  as  their  predeceffors 
on  the  infamous  20th  of  June. 

Upon  the  news  of  the  defe6lion  of  Dumourier,  ge- 
neral Kellermann,  who  commanded  the  army  of  the 
Alps,  adembled  his  troops,  and,  in  the  prefence  of 
the  conftituted  authorities,  addrefied  them  upon  that 
fubje6l.  1  he  loldiers  univerfally  teftined  their  ad- 
herence to  the  principles  of  the  revolution,  and  an- 
fwered  the  addrefs  of  their  general  bv  fwearing  by 
their  arms  that  they  would  fupport  the  republic  and 
liberty. 

While  thefe  affairs  were  in  agitation,  the  national 
convention  received  a  letter  from  Dampierre,  gene- 
ral of  all  the  forces  at  Valenciennes,  dated  the  13th 
of  April  ;  in  which  he  fays,  "  The  enemy  attacked 
our  advanced  polls  at  this  place  in  fix  different 
points ;  they  were  however  repulfed  with  coniidera- 
ble  lols.  In  the  advanced  guard,  which  I  command- 
ed, we  had  much  the  advantage.  I  have  relumed 
the  camp  of  Famars.  I  cannot  beftow  too  high 
praifes  on  the  courage  and  ardour  of  the  foldiers. 
I  can  aflure  you  that  in  a  little  time  the  army  will  re- 
cover that  fuperiority  which  it  loft  only  by  the  treach- 
ery of  thofe  who  commanded  it." 

Two  days  after  this,  the  minifter  at  war  received 
another  letter  from  the  fame  general,  in  which  he  in- 
formed him,  c<  that  the  advanced  guard  of  the  French 
army  behaved  with  the  fame  bravery  as  the  day  before, 
and  that  they  had  repulfed  the  Auftrians,  who  attacked 
them  very  brifkly." 

One 
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One  of  the  general's  aids-du-camp  confirmed  by  his 
pcrfonal  teftimony  the  bravery  of  the  troops,  and  ob- 
ferved,  that  on  the  14th  they  yielded  to  numbers, 
but  on  the  15th  they  were  victorious.  He  added, 
that  the  prince  de  Cobourg  and  his  officers,  by  their 
fpeeches,  letters  and  actions  appeared  dehrous  of 
peace  ;  and  intimated  further  to  the  convention,  that 
a  mifunderitanding  prevailed  among  the  combined 
powers. 

Such  reports  are  common  in  the  varying  circuit   of 
political  affairs.      Too  many  interefts,  however,   con- 
fpired  to  render  fuch  an   event  probable.     The    Au- 
ftrians  are  fighting  their  own  battles  at    a   more   eafy 
expence  than  if  they    were    left   alone:   the    king   of <fS  sfi j, 
Pruffia,  in  the  eafy   and   negligent  manner   in  which        ^ 
he  conducts  the  war,  is  onlyamufing  a  part  of  his  nu-/  "* 
merous  armies  ;   while  at  the  fame  time,  by  the  con- 
tinuance of  hoftili ties  on  the  fide  of  France,  the  eyes 
of  Europe  are  diverted  from  his  depredations  in    Po- 
land.    The  Britifh  miniltry  know,  that  on  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  war  they  mud  depend  for  remaining  in 
office,  as  war  and  peace  are  feldom  made  in  this  coun- 
try by  the  fame  adminiltrations:   and   the   emprefs  of 
Ruffia,  who  is  really  the  foul  of  the  whole  confedera- 
cy, is  enjoying  in   fecret   the    diftrefles  of  other  pow- 
ers; who  are   weakening  and   exhaulting    themfelves, 
while  fhe  is  gaining  immenfe   acceflions  of  territory, 
and  contributes  neither  men  nor   money  to  a  war  in 
which  fhe  invited  all  Europe  to  unite. 
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Re- organization  of  the  French  army — Atlion  near  St. 
Amand — Death  of  general  Dampierre — Rights  of  man 
— Revolution  of  the  31ft  of  May — New  conjhtution — 
Critique  upon  it — Spirited  attack  of  Cujlme  on  the 
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P  ruffians — French  difodged  from   Famars — Atlion 
near  Arlon — Siege  and  capture  of  Mentz— Surren- 
der  of  Conde  and    Valenciennes — French  dijlodged 
from  Ccefar's  camp — Siege  of  Dunkirk — Defeat  of 
the  Englijh — Attack  on  the  camp  at  Maubeuge — De- 
feat of  the  combined  armies — Succeffes  of  the  French 
againft  the  rebels  in  La  Vendee — Di/afeclioJi  of  the 
fouthern  provinces — Revolt  of  Lyons ,  Ma?feillesy  and 
Toulon — Submiffion  of  the  Marfeillois — Surrender  of 
Toulon  to  the  Englifh — Reduction  of  Lyons — Afjafji- 
nation  of  Marat — Removal  of  the  queen  to  the  Concier- 
gerie — Trial  and  execution  of  general  Cuftme — Trial 
and  execution  of  the  queen — New  calendar — Decree 
againft  foreigners — Execution  of  the  Gironde  party 
— Reflexions  on  the  prcfent  fate  of  France. 

THE  defection  of  general  Dumourier  difappoint- 
ed,  in  its  confequences,  the  expectations  of  Eu- 
rope. The  leaft  refult  that  could  be  apprehended 
from  fo  important  an  event  was  the  entire  diflolution 
of  the  northern  army;  but  even  this  effect  did  not 
enfue,  and  in  lefs  than  a  month  general  Dampierre 
was  enabled  to  reflore  to  order  and  difcipline  the  dif- 
organized  troops,  and  to  lead  them  to  a&ion,  if  not 
to  victory. 

In  a  well-contefted  battle,  on  the  8th  of  May,  near 
St.  Amand,  between  the  combined  armies  and  the 
French,  Dampierre  was  mortally  wounded,  and  foon 
after  died.  His  laurels  had  not  arrived  at  a  fufficient 
maturity  to  be  affailed  by  the  blafts  of  envy  or  of  fac- 
tion, but  accompanied  him  in  their  full  bloom  to  his 
grave.  The  effufion  of  human  blood  was  the  princi- 
pal event  of  thi*  action  ;  the  Auftrians  are  faid  to  have 
loft  two  thoufand  men,  the  French  nearly  the  fame 
number,  but  the  lofs  of  the  Englifh  is  yet  unknown. 

General  Cuftine,  commander  of  the  armies  of  the 

Rhine  and   the    Mofelle,   informed  the    convention 

about  this  time,  that  he  had  been  grofsly  infulted  by 

three  of  their  commiffioners,  and  complained  that  he 

was  acufed  refpecling  a  letter  which  he  had  written 

to 
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to  the  duke  of  Brunfwick.  In  what  manner  the  ge- 
neral was  fatisfied,  we  are  not  informed;  but  that  he 
was,  is  evident  from  his  acceptance  of  the  command 
of  the  armies  of  the  north,  foon  after  their  retreat 
from  the  camp  of  Famars.  The  fcntiment,  however, 
which  he  appears  to  have  excited  on  this  occafion 
proved  afterwards  fatal  to  this  able  and  ill-treated  of- 
ficer. 

The  national  convention,  on  the  10th  of  May,  took 
pofieffion  of  their  new  hall  of  afiembly  in  the  palace 
of  the  TuHleries,  and  on  that  day  they  laid  the  firft 
flone  of  the  new  edifice  of  the  conftitution  :  the  tranf- 
aclions  of  this  day  may  perhaps  explain  to  the  think- 
ing world,  the  temper  and  fentiments  of  France  with 
refpecl  to  government.  On  the  one  hand  it  was  pro- 
poled  that  a  focial  compact  fhould  be  decreed  before 
the  conftitution.  On  the  contrary,  it  was  determin- 
ed that  a  nation  which  had  proclaimed  the  rights  of 
man  could  have  no  other  focial  compacl  than  a  con- 
ftitution :  the  leaders  of  the  Jacobin  party  contended, 
that  modern  legiflators  ought  to  a&precifely  contrary 
to  former  precedent;  hitherto  the  art  of  government 
had  been  the  art  of  pillaging,  and  of  fubje&mg  the  ma- 
ny for  the  benefit  of  the  few  ;  and  legiilation  had  been 
the  art  of  reducing  thefe  crimes  into  a  fyftem.  They 
next  obferved,  that  politicians,  hitherto  lefs  anxious 
to  defend  liberty  than  to  modify  tyranny,  have  thought 
but  of  two  means  to  limit  the  power  of  the  magiftrate 
— one  has  been  the  equilibrium  of  power,  the  other 
the  tribunitian  authority.  The  equilibrium  of  power^/U*<S-«*w, 
was  termed  a  chimera;  it  was  argued  that  we  muft 
fuppofe  the  abfolute  nullity  and  fufpenfion  of  govern- 
ment, if  the  rival  powers  did  not  neceffarily  coalefce 
againft  the  people  ;  and  that  the  influence  of  gold  and 
the  influence  of  the  crown  utterly  deftroyed  this  boaft- 
ed  balance.  Such  were  the  pofitions  on  which  the 
republicans  of  France  grounded  the  new  fabric  of 
their  conftitution,  which  we  fhall  prefently  have  oc- 
cafion to  review;  but  it  is  neceilary  previoufly  to 
advert   to   the    revolution,    as  it    is  termed,    of  the 

31ft 
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31ft  of  May,  when  the  Gironde,  or  moderate  party, 
was  precipitated  from  power  by  the  turbulent  faction 
of  Marat. 

The  Gironde  in  voting  for  the  death  of  the  king 
defeated,  or  at  lead  delayed,  the  execution  of  that 
plot  which  had  been  formed  bv  their  adverfaries  for 
their  deduction.  But  as  the  majority  of  that  party  had 
voted  for  a  fuipenhon  of  the  punifhment,  this  circum- 
stance was  artfully  employed  by  the  Jacobins  in  the 
hope  of  equally  effecting  their  purpofes;  and  they 
foon  fucceeded  in  rendering  the  Gironde  completely 
odious  to  the  populace  at  lead  of  Paris. 

From  the  moment  in  which  Marat  had  been  com- 
mitted to  the  Abbaye,  the  deliberations  of  the  le- 
giflature  had  been  a  lino  ft  entirely  conlumed  in  mutu- 

"4/  ll sin  a^  recrimmati°ns-  The  fitting  of  the  31ft  of  May 
J'  opened  at  half  paft  fix  in  the  morning,  and  did  not 
clofe  till  ten  at  night  ;  and  notwithstanding  a  molt 
perfuafive  difcourie  from  Vergmaux,  followed  by  fe- 
veral  conciliatory  motions  from  Barrere,  and  in  fpitc 
of  the  firmnels  dilplayed  by  feveral  other  members, 
Robefpierre,  Marat,  and  the  deputies  of  the  commune, 
"were  finally  victorious.  A  petition  was  received  from 
the  conftituted  authorities  in  Pans,  demanding  "  that 
the  members  of  the  commiffionof  twelve,  with  others, 
to  the  number  of  twenty-two,  who  had  been  formerly 
marked  out  (among  whom  were  Ifnard,  Guadet,  Brif- 
fot,  Vergniaux,  Genfonne,  Barbaroux,  the  minifter 
Le  Brun,  and  the  ex-minifter  Roland),  fhould  be  de- 
creed in  a  ftate  of  accufation  as  enemies  to  their  coun- 
try/' This  petition  was  ordered  to  be  printed.  Lam- 
juinais,  and  feveral  others,  proclaimed  that  their  de- 
liberations were  not  free;  and  the  galleries  in  return 
openly  menaced  thofe  who  oppofed  themfelves  to 
what  was  called  the  wifh  of  the  city  of  Paris. 

A  majority  of  the  convention  had  ordered  the 
committee  of  twelve  to  be  re-eltablifhed.  The  de- 
puties of  Paris,  in  a  lofty  tone,  demanded,  that  it 
mould  be  again  diffolved.  They  informed  the  con- 
vention, that  the  feclions  of  Paris  had  eftablifhed,  on 

the 
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the  night  preceding,  a  provilional  revolutionary  com- 
mune. A  majority  of  the  convention  was  difpoled 
not  to  recognize  the  municipality  thus  eftablifhed  ; 
but  they  at  length  were  compelled  not  only  to  the 
recognition,  but  alfo  to  permit  that  the  aflembly, 
thus  nominated,  fhould  grant  forty  i'ous  a  day  to  each 
of  the  fans  culottes  of  Paris  who  fhould  execute  its 
orders,  until  the  general  tranquillity  fhould  be  relio- 
red.  After  this  a  general  federation  was  decreed 
for  the  icth  of  Auguft.  On  the  following  day  (1  ft 
of  June)  the  fauxbourgs  of  St.  Antoine  and  Marceau, 
witn  all  the  adherents  of  Marat  and  Robefpierre, 
were  again  in  motion.  The  drums  beat  to  arms  in 
every  quarter ;  few  perfons  knew  what  was  tranfacl- 
ing,  but  every  man  was  at  his  poit.  At  nine  o'clock 
in  the  evening  it  was  known  that  another  deputation 
from  the  municipality  was  about  to  repair  to  the  con- 
vention, who  had  adjourned  their  fittings  at  five 
o'clock  to  eight  in  the  evening.  M.  Le  Brun  with 
M.  and  Madame  Roland  were  put  under  arreft. 
Claviere,  the  late  minilterof  the  finances,  concealed 
himfelf,  but  wrote  to  demand  that  he  might  be  placed 
under  the  prote6tion  of  the  law. 

On  the  2d  of  June  the  convention  decreed  the  ar- 
reft of  all  the  members  of  the  committee  of  twelve, 
Fonfrede  and  St.  Martin  excepted.  On  the  preced- 
ing evening  the  alarm  bells  were  rung.  When  the 
refpefctive  departments  heard  of  the  impeachment  of 
their  reprefentatives,  a  confiderable  ferment  took 
place,  and  feveral  bodies  of  men  threatened  to  march 
to  Paris,  to  reflore  liberty  to  the  infulted  convention; 
but  the  apparent  though  fallacious  moderation  of  the 
predominant  party,  and  the  vigour  of  their  meafures 
to  repel  the  common  enemy,  ferved  in  moft  inflances 
to  appeafe  the  refentment  of  the  provinces. 

The  members  of  the  convention  ordered  under  an 
arreft,  iffued  an  addrefs  to  the  French  people,  in 
which  they  develope  the  caufes  of  the  late  commo- 
tions in  the  aflembly  and  in  Paris;  and  their  account 
is  as  follows  :  "  A  law  had  been  enacted  which  pre- 
ferred 


160  HISTORY  OF  THE 

fcribed  the  formation  of  committees  in  the  different 
feftions  of  Paris,  deftined  to  watch  over  foreigners 
and  iufpicious  people.  This  law  was  eluded.  In- 
ftcad  of  thofe  committees,  others  were  formed  in  the 
moil  illegal  manner.  Thefe  committees  created  a 
central  committee,  compofed  of  one  member  from 
the  committee  of  each  feclion.  This  central  com- 
mittee, after  fome  private  deliberation,  fufpended 
the  conftituted  authorities,  and  aiTumed  the  title  of 
the  revolutionary  council  of  the  department  of  Paris, 
and  alio  inverted  itfelf  with  a  dictatorial  power.  An 
extraordinary  committee  had  been  formed  in  the  bq- 
fom  of  the  convention,  to  denounce  the  illegal  and 
arbitrarv  aQs  of  the  conftituted  authorities,  and  to 
caufe  all  perfons  to  be  arrefted  who  (hould  be  de- 
nounced as  chiefs  of  confpiracies.  On  the  27th  of 
May  thefe  revolutionary  committees,  with  an  armed 
force,  demanded  the  fuppreffion  of  the  committee 
formed  by  the  convention.  This  requeft  was  de- 
creed, but  on  the  next  day  it  was  deferred  till  the 
committee  mould  have  made  their  report.  The  re- 
volutionary  council   of  Paris   refufed  to  attend  the 

*     llUi    rePort*     On  tne  30tn   °f  May  they  intimated  to  the 

JO  [A  /<  convention  their  order  to  fupprefs  the  extraordinary 
committee.  Amidft  armed  petitioners,  furrounded 
by  cannon,  under  continual  infults  from  the  galle- 
ries, fome  members  decreed  the  fuppreffion  of  it.    On 

21  uU-AM.  ^ie  famous  31ft  of  May  the  generale  was  again  beat- 
en, the  tocfin  founded,  and  the  alarm-guns  fired. 
At  thele  fignals  the  citizens  flew  to  arms,  and  were 
ordered  to  aflemble  round  the  convention.  Some 
deputations  demanded  a  decree  of  accufation  againft 
thirty-five  members  of  the  convention.  The  aflem- 
bly  referred  this  to  the  committee  of  public  fafety, 
j  enjoining  them  to  deliver  in  their  report  within  three 

/  JtA-fiJ'.  days.  On  the  lit  of  June,  at  three  in  the  afternoon, 
the  revolutionary  council  of  Paris  marched  at  the  head 
of  an  armed  force  to  invert  the  national  hall.  At  night 
they  appeared  at  the  bar,  and  demanded  a  decree  of 
accufation  againft  the    denounced   members.      The 

convention 
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convention  patted  to  the  order  of  the  day,  and  order- 
ed the  petitioners  to  exhibit  the  proofs  of  the  crimes 
imputed  to  the  accufed  members.  On  the  2d  of  June  1  /ul/KtC, 
the  revolutionary  council  demanded,  for  the  lalt  time, 
the  decree  of  accufation  againit  the  obnoxious  depu- 
ties. The  afTembly  palled  again  to  the  order  of  the 
day.  The  petitioners  now  gave  a  fignal  to  the  Spec- 
tators to  leave  the  hall  and  iuih  to  arms.  About  noon 
the  generale  was  beaten,  the  tocfin  founded  ;  more 
than  a  hundred  cannon  furrounried  the  national  hall, 
and  grates  were  formed  to  heat  red-hot  balls ;  cannon 
were  pointed  towards  all  the  avenues ;  the  gates  were 
fliut,  and  the  {'entries  ordered  to  Hop  all  the  members 
of  the  convention.  Many  of  the  deputies  were  in- 
fulted  by  the  fatellites  of  Marat.  The  battalions, 
which  feverai  davs  before  fhould  have  marched  againit 
the  royalilts,  fuddenly  arrived,  and  feized  on  the  in- 
ner pofts  of  the  hall.  Afhgnats  and  wine  were  distri- 
buted among  them.  In  (hort,  the  reprefentatives 
were  imprifoned  in  their  own  hail.  To  avert  the  rage 
of  the  people,  it  was  ordered  that  the  committee  of 
public  Safety  fhould  make  their  report.  Barrere 
mounted  the  tribune,  and  propofed,  that  the  de- 
nounced members,  againit  whom  no  proof  of  the 
imputed  crimes  had  been  produced,  fhould  be  invit- 
ed to  fufpend  themfelves  from  their  functions.  Some 
of  them  fubmitted  to  this  meafure.  At  length  an 
end  was  put  to  the  fitting,  the  prefident  walked  out 
of  the  hall  at  the  head  of  the  convention,  and  order- 
ed the  ("entries  to  withdraw. 

"  The  convention  reached  the  middle  of  the  court 
without  meeting  any  reMance;  but  being  arrived 
there,,  the  commander  of  the  armed  force  ordered 
them  to  return.  The  prefident  told  him,  the  con- 
vention was  not  to  be  dictated  to;  that  it  held  its 
authority  independent  of  any  other  power  than  the 
French   people,  and   that   they   alone   had  a  right  to  t  »    / 

command  it.     The  commander,    Henriot,    drew  his/zY/^'X 
fword,  ranged  his  cavalry  in  order  of  battle,  and  or- 
dered  the   cannoniers  to  point   their  cannon.      His 

Y  foldiers 
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foldiers  were  ready  to  fire — The  prefident  turned 
back,  the  members  followed  him,  and  attempted  eve- 
ry outlet  in  order  to  efcape,  but  every  avenue  was 
clofed  or  defended  by  cannon.  At  length  the  afTem- 
bly.  unable  to  retire,  relumed  their  fitting;  and  fome 
deputies  decreed,  that  the  obnoxious  members  (hould 
be  put  under  arreft  at  their  own  houfes.  On  the 
propofal  of  Marat,  Couthon  demanded  that  Valaze 
and  Louvet  mould  be  added  to  that  number:  fome 
members  gave  their  con  lent,  for  the  greater  part  of 
them  did  not  take  any  mare  in  thofe  humiliating  de- 
liberations. After  the  decree  was  figned,  a  deputa- 
tion made  its  appearance,  to  teftify  its  approbation  of 
the  decree,  and  offered  an  equal  number  of  citizens 
as  hoftages  for  the  arretted  members/' 

After  thefe  commotions  had  fubfided,   the  firit  flep 
of  the  triumphant  party  was  to  complete  the  conftitu- 

23  ^1^  tion.  The  national  convention,  on  the  23d  of  June, 
iflued  a  declaration  of  the  rights  of  man,  as  a  pre- 
face to  their  new  form  of  government,  which  is  con- 
tained in  thirty-five  articles.  It  dates,  that  the  end 
of  fociety  is  the  general  happinefs:  the  rights  of 
man  are  equal  liberty,  fafety,  and  the  protection 
/  i  of   property — a    free    people   know__n©_^lier    mo- 

Y*~  ^*  tive  of  preference  in  their  eleQion  to  offices  than 
virtue  and  talents — the  law  is  the  protection  of 
liberty,  and  juftice  its  rule — all  perfons  have  a  right 
to  affemble  peaceably  for  public  woifhip,  without 
any  prohibition  from  particular  feels. — The  law  does 
not  acknowledge  fervitude  or  flavery ;  the  con- 
trad  between  mailer  and  lervant  is  only  an  engage- 
ment of  attention  and  gratitude,  between  the  man 
who  labours  and  the  man  who  employs  him.  Every 
one  has  a  right  to  difpofe  of  his  property,  revenues, 
labour,  and  industry,  according  to  his  plealure.  So- 
ciety is  obliged  to  provide  for  the  fubfiftance  of  the 
unfortunate,  either  by  procuring  them  work,  or  main- 
taining thofe  who  are  unable  to  labour.  The  con- 
eluding  article  Hates,  that  when  the  government  yio- 

\a  ^yf^t— *a--s  l^e  r*olui  °*  l^e  People,  infurre&ion  becomes 
f  'f~ 
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the  duty  of  the  people.  A  few  days  after  the  publi- 
cation of  this  declaration,  the  affembly  announced 
the  completion  of  the  new  conftitution  of  France, 
which  had  been  di feuded  article  by  article,  and  palled 
as  the  constitutional  afct  within  the  ipace  of  a  fortnight. 
It  is  introduced  by  the  following  fentence — "  The 
French  republic  honours  loyalty,  courage,  age,  filial 
piety,  and  misfortune.  It  purs  the  depoht  of  its  con- 
stitution under  the  guard  of  all  the  virtues."  It  con- 
lifts  of  one  hundred  and  twentv-four  articles,  arranged 
under  general  heads,  of  which  the  following  are  the 
molt  important : 

The  rights  of  a  citizen  are  acquired,  as  to  natives,  /V??V/  - 
by    birth;    foreigners   acquire   them   by    marrying    a  /- 
French  woman,   by  being  domiciliated  in  France  for  l         » 
one  year,  by  maintaining  an  aged  perfon,  or  adopting 
a  child. 

The  fovereigntv  of  the  people  is  next  proclaimed. 

The  primary  aflemblies  are  compofed  of  two  hun- 
dred citizens  at  the  leait,  and  fix  hundred  at  the  moll, 
of  thofe  who  have  been  inhabitants  for  fix  months  in 
each  canton.  The  elections  are  made  by  ballot  or 
open  vote,  at  the  option  of  each  voter.  The  iurTrages 
upon  laws  are  given  by  yes  or  no. 

Of  the  national  reprefentation  the  population  is  the 
fole  bafis.  There  is  one  deputy  for  every  forty  thou- 
fand  individuals.  Each  re-union  of  primary  aflem- 
blies refuiting  from  a  population  of  from  thirty-nine 
thoufand  to  forty-one  thoufand  fouls,  nominates  di- 
rectly one  deputy.  The  French  nation  allemble  eve- 
ry year  on  the  firfl  of  May,  for  the  election.  The 
primary  aflemblies  are  formed  upon  extraordinary  oc- 
cafions,  on  the  demand  of  a  fifth  of  the  citizens  who 
have  a  right  to  vote  in  them;  but  the  extraordinary  af- 
femblies  only  deliberate  when  more  than  the  half  of 
the  citizens  are  prefent. 

Electoral  alTembiies  are  formed  by  the  citizens  uni- 
ted in  primary  aflemblies,  who  name  one  elector  for 
ewcry  two  hundred  citizens,  and  in  proportion. 

The 
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The  legiflative  body  holds  its  feffions  for  a  year, 
audits  fir  It  meeting  is  the  firft  of  July.  Its  members 
cannot  be  tried  for  the  opinions  they  have  delivered 
in  the  national  affembly. 

The  functions  of  the  legiflative  body  are  to  pro- 
pofe  laws  and  pafs  decrees,  iuperinted  public  inflruc- 
tion,  the  national  domain,  and  make  the  declarations, 
of  war;  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  the  teritory, 
and  ratify  treaties. 

The  formation  of  the  law  is  as  follows:  The  plan 
of  a  law  is  preceded  by  a  report;  and  the  difcuffion 
of  it  cannot  take  place  till  fifteen  days  after  the  re- 
port is  made.  The  plan  is  printed  and  fent  to  all  the 
communes  of  the  republic,  under  this  title,  "  Law 
propofed."  Forty  days  after,  the  law  propofed  is 
fent  to  the  departments;  if  in  more  than  half  of 
the  departments  the  tenth  of  the  primary  afiemblies  of 
each  have  not  objected  to  it,  the  plan  is  accepted,  and 
becomes  a  law. 

The  executive  council  is  compofed  of  twenty-four 
members,  for  which  the  electoral  afiemblv  of  each  de- 
partment  nominates  one  candidate.  The  legiflative 
bodv  choofe  the  members  of  the  council  from  the  ee- 
n era!  lift.  One  half  of  it  is  renewed  by  each  legifla- 
ture,  in  the  la  ft  month  of  the  feffion.  It  nominates, 
not  of  its  own  body,  the  agents  in  chief  of  the  gene- 
ral adminiftration  of  the  republic.  The  legiflative 
bodv  determines  the  number  and  the  functions  of  thefe 
agents. 

Civil  juftice  is  adminifiered  by  juftices  of  the  peace 
elected  by  the  citizens,  in  circuits  determined  by  the 
law.  They  conciliate  and  judge  without  expence — ■ 
Their  number  and  their  competence  are  determinable 
by  the  legiflature.  The  juftices  of  the  peace  are 
elecled  every  year. 

In  criminal  cafes  no  individual  can  be  tried,  but 
on  an  examination  received  by  a  jury,  or  decreed  by 
the  legiflative  body.  The  faci  and  the  intention  are 
declared  by  a  jury   of  judgment.     The  punifhment 

is 
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is  applied  by  a  criminal  tribunal.     The  criminal  judg- 
es are  ele&ed  yearly   by  the  electoral  afTemblies. 

The  general  force  of  the  republic  is  compofed  of 
the  whole  people.  All  the  French  are  foldiers ;  they 
are  all  exercifed  in  the  ufe  of  arms.  No  armed  bo- 
dy can  deliberate.  The  public  force,  employed 
againlt  enemies  from  without,  acls  under  the  orders  of 
the  executive  council. 

National  conventions  may  be  appointed  on  extra- 
ordinary occafions.  If,  in  a  majority  of  the  depart- 
ments, the  tenth  of  the  primary  afTemblies  of  each,  re- 
gularly formed,  demands  the  revifion  of  the  conftitu- 
tional  a6t,  the  legiflative  body  is  bound  to  convoke 
all  the  primary  afTemblies  of  the  republic,  to  know  if 
there  be  ground  for  a  national  convention.  The  na- 
tional convention  is  formed  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
legiflatures,  and   unites  in  itfelf  their  power. 

Under  the  title  of  the  correfpondence  of  the  French 
republic  with  foreign  nations,  we  find  the  French 
people  is  the  friend  and  natural  ally  of  every  free 
people.  It  does  not  interfere  in  the  government  of 
other  nations.  It  does  not  fuffer  other  nations  to 
interfere  in  the  government  of  its  own.  It  gives  an 
afylum  to  foreigners  banifhed  from  their  country  for 
the  caufe  of  liberty.  It  does  not  make  peace  with  an 
enemy  that  occupies  its  territory. 

We  may  obferve  with  Condorcet,  that  the  firft  ob- 
jection which  naturally  arifes   to  this  conftitution,  is 
the  bafte  in  which  it  has  been  formed.     To   this   ob- 
jection it  is  anfwered — that  though  the  certainty  that 
man   can   never   reach  entire  perfection  in  any  thing 
that   he  undertakes,  implies    that  the  more  care  and 
deliberation  he  employs,  the  more  likely  he  is  to  ap- 
proach  this   defired   point;  yet    refpeBing  this  new 
conftitution,  it  muff   be   remembered,  that  for  fome 
time  a  feries  of  writers,  whole  works  all  Europe  has 
admired,  had  prepared   the  way  for  the  legiftators  of 
France  ;   and  that   for   four  years  they  have  more  or 
lefs  dire8.lv  difcuiFed  and  laid  the  balls  on  which  the 
conftitution  now  fubrnitted  to  the  French  was  erect- 
ed. 
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ed.  In  fine,  if  the  work  be  good,  every  moment 
that  was  laved  will  entitle  the  legiflators  fo  much  ihe 
more  to  the  elleem  of  the  public. 

Some  objections  of  more  effential  importance  feem 
to  itrike  us  in  an  impartial  review  of  this  plan  of 
government.  Difmiffing  entirely  for  the  prefent  all 
predilection  for  monarchy,  the  point  to  be  confider- 
ed  is,  how  far  it  is  likely  to  anfwer  the  end  of  a  re- 
publican fyftem.  In  this  view,  we  do  not  fee  upon 
what  grounds  the  excellent  mode  of  electing  the  le- 
giflature,  through  the  medium  of  electoral  ailemblies, 
was  laid  afide.  Mr.  Burke's  objections  to  this  fyftem 
were  not  likely  to  be  recommended  by  his  authority 
to  the  French  ;  and  furely  no  plan  could  be  better  de- 
viled for  the  prevention  of  intrigue,  venality,  confu- 
fion  and  tumult,  than  this  arrangement.  Again,  as 
the  legiflative  body  is  to  be  formed  on  the  bafi  <  of 
population,  it  ought  to  be  fpecified  how  and  when 
that  proportion  fhould  be  afcertained;  but  we  appre- 
hend that  a  ftill  fimpler  mode  would  have  been,  to 
proceed  in  the  elections  according  to  districts,  taking 
for  a  guide,  as  to  the  number  of  reprefentatives,  the 
prefent  population  ;  and  allowing  future  leg'flatures 
to  alter  the  number  upon  certain  principles,  in  pro- 
portion as  the  population  might  be  found  to  vary. 

The  elections  are  too  frequent;  and,  however  vi- 
/>  /fionary  politicians  may  flatter  themfelves,  nothing  is 
JO  JO,  inore  likely  to  eftabliili  an  ariftocratical  intereft  in  re- 
publican governments  than  frequent  elections.  The 
choice  of  reprefentatives  then,  from  the  frequent  oc- 
currence of  the  circumftance,  becomes  a  mere  matter 
of  courfe  ;  election  dwindles  to  a  kind  of  conge  d'elire, 
and  the  appointment  in  time  becomes  hereditary. 

The  referring  of  every  law  for  confirmation  to  the 
primarv  affemblies  is  a  prepofterous  mealure.  Ihe 
tacit  content  of  the  people  is  given  to  every  law 
againft  which  they  do  not  exprelsly  protelt  :  for  we 
think  the  people  at  large  have  a  right  in  every  govern- 
ment to  proteft  againit  a  law  which  they  find  grievous 

and 
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and  oppreffive.     But  to  refer  it  dire&ly  to    them    for 
difcuflion  is  Purely  an  abiurdity. 

The  appointment  of  the  executive  power  is  the 
great  difficulty  in  all  democratical  fyftems.  The 
mode  adopted  by  the  French  appears  too  complex — 
It  has  however  one  exccellence,  viz.  that  mini- 
fters  cannot  now,  as  by  the  fird  conftitution,  be 
removed  on  the  harangue  of  fome  demagogue  in  s  f  I 
the  affembly ;  and  they  will  therefore  be  able  to  *^0  *®  • 
act  with  more  energy  in  their  general  departments. 
On  the  whole,  however,  notwithftanding  thefe  de- 
feels,  and  though  we  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  retain 
any  very  ftrong  prediliclion  for  its  authors,  we 
think  this  conftitution  greatly  preferable  to  that 
mafs  of  metaphyseal  abfurdities,  which  was  prefented 
to  the  convention  by  Condorcet,  under  the  name  of 
a  conftitution.  moA^rc  /^JijC^C  £^t  dj~~\  / 

Having  thus  taken  a  fhort  view  of  the  civil  com- 
motions and  the  political  regulations  of  France,  we 
Hi  all  once  more  revert  to  its  military  operations. 
Though  the  prefent  combination  againft  this  (ingle 
(late  exceeds  almoft  any  thing  recorded  in  the  hifto- 
ric  page,  its  progrefs  has  not  been  in  proportion;  and 
this  circumftance  confidered,  its  fuccefs  may  be  term- 
ed inconfiderable.  Before  the  tedious  fieges  of  Con- 
de  and  Valenciennes  took  place,  there  were  two  ac- 
tions which  merit  attention  ;  one  near  Carlberg,  the 
other  near  the  village  of  Farmars. 

In  the  beginning  of  May  general  Cuftine  formed 
a  defign  of  cutting  off  from  the  enemy  a  body  of  fe- 
ven  or  eight  thouland  men  who  had  advanced  as  far 
as  Rheinzabern  ;  but,  to  fucceed,  it  was  necefTary  to 
amufe  the  PrufTians  in  all  parts,  and  to  deftroy  the  ef- 
fect of  the  cavalry  and  infantry  which  they  had  near 
Landau.  Had  he  retained  the  command  of  this  ar- 
my, he  faid  he  mould  have  deferred  that  enterprize 
till  the  commencement  of  June,  and  then  the  army, 
better  exercifed,  would  have  been  in  a  condition  to 
execute  it  completely;  but  reflecling  that  he  was 
about  to  depart  and  take  upon  him   the  command  of 

the 
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the  army  of  the  North,  he  determined  to  attempt  an 
action  to  prevent  the  Pruffians  from  taking  advantage 
of  their  good  pofition.  He  therefore  lent  orders  to 
general  Houchard  to  attack  in  the  rear  Limherg  and 
Carlberg  with  the  army  of  the  Mofelle,  while  Pulli 
fhould  keep  in  check,  and  attack  with  the  reft  of 
the  corps  des  Vafages,  a  Pruffian  corps  who  had  ad- 
vanced, and  while  general  Sulek  with  nine  battalions 
and  fome  cavalry  fhould  advance  towards  Anweiler 
to  moleft  the  enemy.  The  fame  day  the  garnfon  of 
Landau  had  orders  to  occupy  the  banks  of  the  canal 
of  Anweiler,  the  vineyards  and  village  of  NufderfF, 
with  fevcral  other  pods,  and  to  give  the  Pruflians 
reafon  to  apprehend  that  they  would  be  attacked  in 
the  rear,  in  cafe  they  fhould  attempt  any  movements. 
He  alfo  cauled  a  report  to  be  fpread  in  the  Pruffian 
army,  that  the  cavalry  of  the  army  of  the  Mofelle  had 
arrived,  as  well  as  part  of  the  artillery  of  Strafbourg. 
In  the  mean  time  general  Ferrier,  who  commanded 
forty  battalions,  was  ordered  only  to  fhew  himfelf  to 
the  enemy  till  he  fliould  hear  that  the  engagement 
bad  commenced,  and  to  attack  them  in  the  wood  of 
Rheinzabern  and  the  Auftrians  who  were  in  it  beyond 
the  village.  Notwithstanding  thefe  orders,  Cuuine  ob- 
serves, that  he  did  not  fee  his  troops  appear  till  eleven 
o'clock,  at  which  time  general  Diretmann  had  com- 
manded a  retreat,  becaule  the  troops,  being  fatigued, 
could  neither  procure  provifions  nor  drink.  The  gene- 
ral himfelf  began  to  march  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  even- 
ing, with  twenty- fix  battalions  and  eight  regiments, 
to  the  heights  near  Infheim  ;  but  feveral  unavoida- 
ble delays  prevented  him  from  arriving  at  that  place 
till  five  in  the  morning.  The  advanced  guard,  under 
the  command  of  general  Landremont,  kept  back  the 
enemy,  and  prevented  them  from  quitting  the  foreft 
of  Germerfheim.  While  qeneral  Landremont  was 
thus  engaging  the  Auflrian  army,  and  preventing  them 
from  advancing,  the  main  army  extended  itielf  to  the 
heights  of  RuKheim,  and  proceeded  as  far  as  that  vil- 
lage.   Cultine  charged  two  divifions  of  dragoons  with 
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vigour,  who  fled  after  (attaining  confiderable  lols. 
Among  the  number  of  the  dead  were  three  officers. 
The  general  obferved,  that  had  it  not  been  for  the  in^ 
fatuation  of  a  battalion,  who  miftook  the  French  ca- 
valry for  that  of  the  enemy,  this  day  would  have  been 
glorious  for  the  troops  of  the  republic  ;  they  anfwer- 
ed  all  attempts  to  rally  them,  only  by  difcharges,  and 
it  was  with  great  difficulty  they  could  be  prevailed 
upon  to  refume  their  ranks.  The  general  was  inform- 
ed that  this  event  was  occafioned  by  the  comman- 
der, who  began  the  cry  of  treachery.  Fie  was  arrett- 
ed, and  it  was  faid  he  deftroyed  bimielf.  "  This  day, 
which  ought  to  have  been  lb  memorable, "  faid  Cuf- 
tine,  "  terminated  by  the  taking  of  one  piece  of  can- 
non, and  a  very  great  number  of  prifoners." 

On  the  23d  of  May,  after  a  very  fevere  conflict, 
in  which  the  Englifh  troops,  under  the  command  of 
the  duke  of  York,  fuifered  confiderably  ;  the  French 
were  diflodged  from  their  camp  at  Famars,  which 
they  had  fortified  with  great  labour  and  ability.  By 
this  event  the  garrifons  of  Conde  and  Valenciennes 
were  left  to  their  fate  ;  but  the  lofe  of  the  combined 
army  was  faid  to  have  greatly  exceeded  that  of  the 
French. 

On  the  9th  of  June  another  aclion  took  place  be- 
tween the  French  troops  under  general  Laage  and 
the  Auftrians,  near  Arlon  ;  and  the  latter  were  obli- 
ged to  retreat  to  Luxembourg.  The  French  troops 
on  this  occafion  behaved  with  Angular  intrepidity,  ar- 
ranging themfelves  in  order  of  battle  before  eight 
thoufand  men,  ported  in  a  feries  of  entrenchments 
on  an  eminence,  in  the  form  of  (leps,  marching  and 
receiving  their  fire  in  this  manner  for  more  than  a 
league,  though  the  eminence  was  defended  by  thirty 
pieces  of  cannon.  After  the  defeat  of  the  Auftri- 
ans,  the  French  carried  off  eight  thoufand  lacks  of 
oats  and  a  large  quantity  of  flour. 

In  detailing  the  events  which  have  latterly  taken 
place  in  France  and  its  dependencies,  we  are  conlcU 
ous  that  fome  apology  is  due  for  the  curfory  manner 
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in  which  we  arc  forced  to  relate  thern.     Hut  it  is  in?- 
poilible  to  obtain,  while  a  tranfacYion  is  recent,  that. 
full  and  certain  information  which  is  effential  to  hif- 
tory,  and   it    is   better  briefly   to    Mate  facls,  than  to 
mrltatc  them.     We  find  thefe  reflexions  particularly 
applicable   to  the  ftate   of  the   French  Welt  Indies, 
from  which  the  accounts  have  been  fo  con fu fed  and 
imperfecl.  that  it   is  impoffible  to   collect  from  thern 
any  regular  narrative,     in  St.  Domingo  the  commii- 
iioners,   Polverell  and  Santhonax,  who   were  lent  by 
the  convention  for  the  purpole  of  reiioring  tranquil- 
lity, have  rather  appeared  in  the  character  of  apollles 
of  difcord   than  of  peace  :  they  feem  to  have  united 
with   the   people   of  colour,  and  a  ieries  of  aflaffina- 
tions,  pillage,   and  arbitrary  imprifonment  have  com- 
pelled the  majority  of  the  white  colonifts  to  take  (bel- 
ter in  America,  or  in  the  Englifh  Welt  India  iflands. 
It  is  with  pain  we  add>  that  numbers  of  thefe  wretch- 
ed exiles,  in   flying  from    the   tyranny  of  their  own 
countrymen,  have   been   intercepted   and   plundered 
by  the  Britim  privateers.      Polverell  and  Santhonax 
were  impeached   by   a  decree   of  the  convention  on 
the  16th  of  July. 

The  ifland  of  Tobago  was  taken  by  a  Britifh  fqua- 
dron  under  the  command  of  fir  John  Laforey,  about 
the  beginning  of  April  ;  and,  encouraged  by  the  dii- 
putes  which  exiiled  between  the  royalifts  and  repub- 
licans in  Martinico,  admiral  Gardner  attempted  a  de- 
fcent  upon  that  ifland  alio,  and  landed  there  with 
about  three  thoufand  men.  The  attempt  however, 
proved  fatal  only  to  the  royalifts,  as  he  (bund,  on  his 
arrival,  the  republican  party  too  firong,  and  was  ob- 
liged to  re-embark  his  troops,  even  before  he  could 
convey  away  from  certain  deftruftion  the  whole  of 
the  devoted  party  who  had  probably  invited  him  to 
undertake  the  expedition. 

When  we  direcl  our  attention  to  the  tedious  (lege 
of  Mentz,  it  is  with  difficulty  we  are  able  to  iind 
terms  fufficiently  military  to  mark  the  tardy  progrefs 
of  his  Pruflian  inajeftv  ;  he  deftroyed  with  great  (or- 
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roality  fcveral  Pnam  batteries  which  the  French  had 
creeled,  and  found  a  grave  For  many  of  his  foldiers, 
from  the  forties  of  that  garrifon. 

About  the  20th  of  June,  however,  he  began  to  form 
a  more  ferious  iiegc,  and  our  readers  have  already 
anticipated  the  event ;  as  it  is  well  known  that  the 
garrifon  capitulated  on  the  22(1  of  July  ;  rather  leav- 
ing us  caufe  to  wonder  at  their  long  and  effeclual  re- 
(iftance,  than  at  their  final  furrendcr.  They  had 
long  been  in  want  of  every  neceffary,  and  particular- 
Iv  of  medicines  :  and  a  conliderable  number  had  been 
forced  to  fubfift  entirely  on  horfe-flefh,  and  the  moll 
unwholefome  food. 

The  latter  end  of  June  and  the  beginning  of  July 
were  chiefly  didinguifhed  in  the  north  by  fome  petty 
-fkirmifhes  between  the  two  grand  armies.  The  latter 
part  of  July  was  marked  by  fome  fucceffes  of  more 
importance  to  the  Auftrians.  The  garrifon  of  Cofl- 
de,  after  fuftaining  a  blockade  of  three  months,  fur- 
rendered  on  the  10th  by  capitulation  to  the  prince  of 
Cobourg;  and  Valenciennes  on  the  20th  of  the  fame 
month  to  the  duke  of  York,  not  without  fufpicions 
of  treachery  in  both  cafes. 

On  the  8th  of  Auguil  the  French  were  driven  from 
the  ftrong  pofition  which  they  had  taken  behind  the 
Scheldt,  and  which  was  known  by  the  name  of  Ca> 
far's  camp  :  as  the  French  did  not  make  much  refift- 
ance  en  this  occafion  ;  the  lofs  on  both  fides  was  not 
coniiderable. 

Encouraged  by  thefe  fucceues,  a  large  detachment 
from  the  combined  army,  under  the  command  of 
.the  duke  of  York*,  proceeded  without  lofs  of  time 

to 

*  The  following,  which  is  onered  as  an  explanation  of  the  views  of 
the  commanders  of  the  combined  army,  we  copy  verbatim  from  "  1  tie 
Political  ftatc  of  Europe, "  as  we  cannot  vouch  for  its  authenticify  : 

«  After  the  fnrrender  of  Valenciennes,  the  Britrih  miniftry  ordered 
that  part  of  the  allied  armyj  which  was  in  the  pay  of  Great- Britain,  to 
attack  the  weft  fide  of  French  Flanders ;  in  order  to  take  the  towns  of 
Berg,  Dunkirk,  Gravelinc,  and  Calais,  in  the  name  of  the  king  of 
Great-Britain.     The  conquefts  which  the  Eriiiih   troops  bad  hitherto 

contributed 
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to  a  vigorous  attack  upon  the  port  and  town  of  Dun- 
kirk. On  the  22dof  Auguft  the  duke  of  York  march- 
ed from  Fumes  to  attack  the   French  camp  at  Ghi- 

velde, 

contributed  to  achieve  had  been  taken  in  the  name  of  the  emperor.  The 
'Batch  troops  were  ordered  to  co-operate  with  the  Britifh  in  the  attack 
on  trench  Flanders.  This  project  of  feparating  the  armles:  was  ftated 
in  fome  of  the  foreign  prints  to  have  been  highly  difapproved  by  the 
Aufirian commanders;  who  ftron^ly  recommended  a  continuation  of 
military  operations  upon  the  prefent  plan,  with  the  whole  allied  army. 
And  more  than  one-of  the  prints  have  gone  fo  far  as  to  give  fome  par- 
ticulars of  this  divifion  of  opinion  :  they  are  ftated  to  be  as  follows: 

u  A  (hort'time  after  the  capture  of  Valenciennes,  a  council  of  war 
was  held  upon  the  future  operations  of  the  war;  and  more  particularly 
on  the  project  propofed  by  the  Britifh  cabinet  of  feparating  the  armies. 
rl 'he  A nftrian  commanders  offered  two-plans  againft  it,  viz.     -    ' 

ft  The  firft  was,  to  penetrate  to  Paris  by  the  aififtance  of  the  rivers 
which  fail  into  the  Seine.  Thefe  rivers,  they  fahi,  would  fa ve  an  im- 
menfe  fatigue  and  expence  of  land  carriage  for  their  heavy  artillery, 
baggage,  and  ftores.  They  would  have  but  twenty  miles  of  land  car- 
riage in  conducting  their  ftores  from  the  Scheldt  to  the  Oife.'  The  ob- 
jection to  it  was,  that  this  plan  fuppofed  a  fecond  campaign;  and  for 
its  profecution  a  number  of  floats  muft  be  provided  ;  and  therefore  it 
was  rejected.  The  convulfed  ftate  of  Europe,  the  indifpofition  of  eve- 
ry thinking  man  (out  of  the  privileged  orders)  to  the  principle  of  the 
war,  and  the  alarming  confequences  to  every  government  in  Europe, 
with  which  a  dilatory  and  expenfive  war,  for  luch  an  object,  is  preg- 
nant, made  it  expedient  rather  to  adopt  any  other  courfe  that  gave  the 
profpect  of  terminating  the  ftruggle  in  one  year. 

"  However,  notwithstanding  thefe  objections,  urged  probably  more 
from  motives  of  defign  to  miflead  and  deceive,  than  from  any  impulfe 
offincerity,  it  isfhrewdly  fufpected,  that  the  dread  of  another  cam- 
paign made  no  part  of  the  true  caufe  for  rejecting  the  propofal. 

<k  The  next  plan  was  that  of  the  prince  of  Cobourg  and  general 
Clairfayt,  and  this  had  the  concurrence  of  all  the  Auftrian  and  Pruffian 
generals.  It  was,  that  they  mould  take  inftant  advantage  of-  the  \  con- 
fternation  into  which  the  unexpected  furrender  of  Valenciennes  had 
thrown  the  people  of  France,  and  the  diforder  of  all  their  armies  by  the 
denunciation  of  their  generals.  That  forty  or  fifty  thoufand  light  troops 
fhould  inftantly  penetrate  to  Paris,  while  a  debarkation  mould  be  made 
on  the  coaft  of  Britanny,  and  force  a  junction  there  with  the  rnal-con- 
tents.  General  Clairfayt  pledged  himfelf  on  the  fuccefs  of  this  project. 
l(  Upon  a  moment's  view  of  this  plan,  it  will  be  perceptible  to  everyone, 
that  the  debarkation  fpoken  of  muit  have  conhtted,  of  Britifh  troops 
from  Britifn  veffels.  The  Britifh  miniftry  unquestionably  did  not  ap- 
prove of  it : — their  plan  was,  to  divide  the  armies — to  take  as  many 
of  the  frontier  garrifons  as  poffible — that  thofe  on  the  coaft  fhould  be 
taken  in  the  name  and  retained  by  the  arms  of  his  Britannic  majefty ; 
and  that  in  this  pofiticn  they  fhould  wait  to  take  advantage  of  the  dif- 

orders, 
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velde,  which  was  abandoned  on  his  approach,  and 
he  was  almoil  immediately  enabled  to  take  the 
ground  which  it  was  his  intention  to  occupy  dur- 
ing the  fiege.  On  the  24th  he  attacked  the  out-potts 
of  the  French,  who  with  fome  lofs  were  driven  into 
the  town.  In  this  aclion  the  famous  Auftrian  sene- 
ral  Dalton  and  fome  other  officers  of  note  were  kill- 
ed. The  fucceeding  day  the  fiege  might  be  faid  re- 
gularly to  commence.  A  confiderable  naval  arma- 
ment from  Great  Britain  was  to  have  co  operated  in 
the  fiege,  but  by  fome  neglecl  admiral  Macbride  was 
not  able  to  fail  fo  early  as  was  expected.  In  the 
mean  time  the  hoftile  army  was  extremely  haraffed 
by  the  gun-boats  of  the  French  ;  a  fuccefsful  fortie 
was  effected  by  the  garrifon  on  the  6th  of  September; 
and  t,he  French  collecting  in  fuperior  force,  the  fiege 
was  railed  on  the  7th,  after  feveral  fevere  actions,  in 
which  the  allied  forces  fuffered  very  confiderably. 
General  Houchard  was  afterwards  impeached  by  the 
convention  for  not  having  improved  his  fuccels  to 
the  bef)  advantage,  as  it  is  afferted  that  he  had  it  in 
his  power  to  capture  almoft  the  whole  of  the  duke  of 
York's  army.  The  French,  after  this  event,  took  a 
ftrong  pofition  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Maubeuge, 
where  they  were  immediately  blockaded  by  the 
whole  united  force  of  the  allies  collected  under  the 
prince  of  Cobourg.  Upon  the  15th  and  16th  of  Oc- 
tober, however,  the  prince  was  attacked  by  the  troops 
of  the  republic  under  general  }ourdain,  who  fuc- 
ceeded  Houchard,  with  fuch  vigour  and  effect,  that 
he  was  compelled,  after  an  immenie  lofs,  to  abandon 
his  polition,  and  repafs  the  Sambre.  It  was  fome 
time  before  the   allied  forces   were   able  to  (top  the 

progrefs 

orders,  which,  in  the  courfe  of  the  winter,  were  expected  to  arife  in  2. 
country,  fo  hemmed  in  from  without,  and  fo  convulfcd  within. 

"  This  plan,  therefore,  as  the  general  pajmnjler,  Britain  fucceeded 
in  impofing  on  the  allies. 

"  In  confequence  of  this  plan,  the  duke  of  York  with  the  Britifh, 
the  Hanoverians,  the  Dutch,  fome  Hcffians,  and  a  body  of  the  Auf- 
trians,  feparated  from  the  main  arm v,  and  began  their  march  for  Dun- 
kirk." 
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progrefs  of  the  French,  and  their  generals  even  trem- 
bled for  the  fate  of  Oftend.  A  confiderable  arma- 
ment from  England,  however,  being  at  that  time  pre- 
paring for  the  Wed  Indies,  under  fir  Charles  Grey, 
their  declination  was  altered;  and  by  arriving  at  the 
fortunate  moment  at  Oftend,  they  probably  prevented 
the  Low  Countries  from  once  more  becoming  fubjeel 
to  France. 

The  forces  of  the  republic  were  Hill  more  eminent- 
ly fuccefsful  in  repelling  the  attempts  of  the  rebels  in 
the  department  of  La  Vendee.  General  Biron  re- 
pulfed  the  army  of  the  infurgents  from  Lucon  on  the 
28th  of  June.  But  with  that  inexplicable  impetuo- 
fity  and  rafhnefs  which  characterizes  all  their  proceed- 
ings, the  general  had  fcarcely  announced  his  fuccefs 
before  he  was  fufpended  from  his  command,  and  pla- 
ced under  arreil.  General  Biron  was  fucceeded  by 
general  Beyfler,  and  afterwards  by  Lechelle.  It  would 
be  tedious  to  enter  on  a  minute  detail  of  this  petty 
"war;  let  it  it  fuffice  to  fay,  that  the  unfortunate  infur- 
gents  made  a  moil  vigorous  refiflance  to  every  effort 
of  the  convention  till  the  middle  of  Oclober,  1793, 
when  they  were  completely  routed.  After  being  dri- 
ven from  La  Vendee,  they  divided  into  three  bodies. 
The  firft  threw  themfelves  into  the  ifland  of  Noirmon- 
tier,  where  they  remain  in  a  ftate  of  blockade.  The 
fecond  probably  difperfed;  and  the  third  took  the 
route  of  Anjou,  Maine,  and  Britany,  where  they  Hill 
carry  on  a  defultovy  warfare. 

The  difafFeclion  of  the  fouthe.rn  provinces  which 
immediately  followed  the  revolution  as  it  is  called,  of 
the  31ft  of  May  was  productive  of  perhaps  more  feri- 
ous  confequences  to  the  new  government.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  deputies  and  people  of  thefe  provinces 
were  among  the  foremoft  in  the  iniquitous  tranfaBion 
of  dethroning   their  king  on  the  execrable  10th  of 

/^  6  L       Auguft,   1792.     It  is  therefore  fomething  extraordi- 
nary  that  the  fame  men  mould  be  among  the  firft  to 

IQ.  6uy.    rebel  againft  the  authority  of  the  convention.  The  for- 
midable union  which  took  place  under  the  name  of 

federate 
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federate  republican: Jm,  between  the  cities  of  MarfeiHes, 
Lyons  and  Toulon,  in  the  courfe  of  the  months  of 
June  and  July,  feemed  to  threaten  almod  the  diifolu- 
tion  of  the  exiilinar  authorities.  A  confiderable  army 
was,  however  difpatched  againft  Lyons,  and  that  city 
clofely  befieged.  The  Marfeillois  in  the  mean  time 
opened  their  gates  on  the  approach  of  the  republican 
army,  andfubmitted  ;  but  ths  people  of  Toulon  enter- 
ed into  a  iiegociation  with  the  Engiiih  admiral,  lord 
Hood,  who  was  then  cruizing  in  the  Mediterranean, 
and  he  took  poireiTion  both  of  the  town  and  of  the 
fhipping  in  the  name  of  Louis  XVII.  and  under  the  ex- 
prefs  and  pofitive  flipulation  that  he  is  to  affifl  in  reilo- 
ring  the  conftitution  of  i/3o. 

On  the  8th  of  October  the  city  of  Lyons  furrender- 
ed  to  general  Doppet.  The  chiefs  of  the  rebels  had 
fled,  but  feveral  of  them  were  afterwards  taken  and  ex- 
ecuted. By  a  fubfequent  decree  of  the  convention, 
the  walls  and  public  buildings  of  Lyons  were  ordered 
to  be  deflroyed,  and  the  name  of  the  city  itfeif  to  be 
changed  to  that  of  Ville  Affranchie. 

We  have  been  led  a  little  to  tranfgrefs  the  chrono- 
logical order  of  our  narrative,  to  exhibit  a  connected 
detail  of  the  external  wars  and  the  internal  difturban- 
ces  of  this  unhappy  country.  We  mould  otherwife 
have  remarked  that  the  incendiary  Marat  did  not  long 
furvive  to  enjoy  his  triumph  in  the  convention.  On 
the  13th  of  July  he  was  afTaffinated  in  his  own  houie 
by  the  hand  of  an  enthufiaftic  female  of  ihs  name  of 
Charlotte  Corde,  a  native  of  Caen,  and  who  appeared 
to  have  fome  connexion  with  the  deputies  of  the  Gi- 
ronde  party. 

The  remains  of  this  notorious  anarchift  were  inter- 
red with  great  funeral  pomp,  attended  by  a  part  of  the 
national  convention  and  a  yaft  multitude  of  citizens. 
As  he  is  gone  to  be  tried  before  an  omnipotent  tribu- 
nal, we  mull  let  his  guilt  pais  with  him  to  the  fiience 
of  the  grave.  That  Marat  was  an  enthufiaft,  is  be- 
yond, difpute ;  and  whether  he  was  any  other  than  a 
pernicious  madman  ftill  appears  a  matter  of  doubt ; 

he 
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he  mufl:  at  lead  have  been  impelled  by  feme  other  mo- 
tive than  avarice,  fince  he  is  faid  to  have  died  poor* 
This,  it  is  true,  affords  no  apology  for  the  atrocities 
which  he  provoked  or  committed  ;  there  are  but  few, 
therefore,  who  will  probably  lament  his  death,  ex- 
cept thofe  who  mitigated,  or  at  leafl  profited  by  his 
crimes. 

The  death  of  this  execrable  incendiary  did  not  re- 
ilore  the  convention  and  the  mob  of  Paris  to  reafon 
and  humanity.  On  the  nighc  of  the  iff  of  Auguft  the 
unfortunate  queen  was  forcibly  feparated  from  her  fa- 
mily, conveyed  from  the  Temple  to.  the  Concierge- 
rie,  one  of  the  prifons  deftined  for  common  malefac- 
tors ;  where  her  treatment  was  fuch  as  would  difgrace 
a  civilized  people.  She  was  confined  in  a  narrow 
room,  or  rather  vault,  of  eight  feet  fquare,  and  the 
couch  on  which  degraded  royalty  was  deftined  to  re- 
pofe  was  a  hard  bed  of  ftraw.  The  graces  had  all  de- 
ferted  her  countenance,  and  the  marks  of  premature 
old  age  feemed  to  proclaim  that  repeated  forrows 
would  foon  have  terminated  a  life,  which  was  unne- 
ceffarily  devoted  to  the  hand  of  the  executioner  . 

If  any  ac~t  of  phrenfy  could  exceed  the  ill  treatment 
of  the  queen  (who,  though  her  fufferings  may  have 
expiated  her  crimes,  certainly  cannot  be  confidered  as 
the  friend  of  France,)  it  is  the  lhocking  ingratitude 
and  cruelty  which  the  ruling  party  immediately  after- 
wards exercifed  to  one  of  the  moft  meritorious  gene- 
rals that  ever  the  French  republic  could  boaft.  The 
iiStim  unfortunate  Culline,  after  being  committed  a  prifoner 
to  the  Abbey,  was  accufed  before  the  revolutionary 
tribunal  of  having  maintained  an  improper  correfpon- 
dence  with  the  Pruffians  while  he  commanded  on  the 
Rhine,  and  of  having  neglected  various  opportunities 
of  throwing  reinforcements  into  Valenciennes.  We 
have  already  remarked  that  the  French  have  no  diftincl: 
notions  of  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  \  they  have 
no  idea  of  the  nature  of  evidence.  To  be  fufpecled, 
is  to  be  condemned.  The  unfortunate  general,  in 
the  crifis  of  his  adverfity,  lamented  that  he  appeared 

forfaken 
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fbrfaken  by  every  friend  ;  and  the  remorfelefs  popu- 
lace of  Paris  accudomcd  to  fights  of  horror,  beheld 
the  murder  of  their  former  defender  with  calm  indif- 
ference, or  with  blind  exultation. 

The  trial  and  condemnation  of  the  queen  immedi- 
ately followed  that  of  general  Cufline.  The  act  of  ac- 
cufation  confided  of  feveral  charges,  the  fubftance  of 
which  was — That  fhe  had  contributed  to  the  derange- 
ments of  the  national  finances*  by  remitting  from  time- 
to  time  confiderable  films  to  her  brother,  the  emperor 
Jofeph — That  fince  the  revolution  fire  had  continued  to 
hold  a  criminal  correfpondence  with  foreign  powers — 
That  in  every  inftance  fhe  had  directed  her  views  to  a 
counter-revolution^  particularly  in  exciting  the  body 
guards  and  others  of  the  military  at  Versailles  on  the 
ift  of  October  1789 — That  in  concert  with  Louis  Ca- 
pet ihe  had  diftributed  counter-revolutionary  papers 
and  writings  ;  and  even  to  favour  their  purpofes,  fome 
in  which  me  was  perfonally  defamed — That  in  the  be- 
ginning of  October  1789,  by  the  agency  of  certain 
monopolies,  ihe  had  created  an  artificial  famine  — 
That  fhe  was  a  principle  agent  and  promoter  of  the 
flight  of  the  royal  family  in  June  1791 — That  Ihe  in- 
ftkuted  private'  councils  in  the  palace,  at  which  the 
malTacres,  as  they  were  termed,  in  the  Champ  de  Mars, 
at  Nancy,  &c.  were  planned — That  in  confequence  of 
thefe  councils  fhe  had  perfuaded  her  huiband  to  in- 
terpofe  his  veto  againft  the  decrees  concerning  the 
emigrants  and  the  refractory  priefls — That  fhe  influ- 
enced him  to  form  a  body  guard  compofed  of  difaftect- 
ed  perfons,  and  induced  him  to'  give  employments  to 
the  refractory  priefls. 

One  of  the  moil  fmgular  charges  was,  that  in  con- 
junction with  a  fcandalous  faction  (that  of  the  Gi- 
ronde  we  conceive)  fhe  induced  the  king  and  the  af- 
fembly  to  declare  war  againft  Auflria,  contrary  to  eve- 
ry principle  of  found  policy,   and   the  public   welfare. 

The  aft  proceeds  to  ftate,  that  fhe  communicated  to 
the  enemy  plans  of  the  campaign,  and  other  intelli- 
gence.    That  the  affair  of  the  ibtfa  of  Auguft  was  the 

A  a  confequence 
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confequence  of  a  horrible  confpiracy  againft  the  na* 
tion  formed  by  her  intrigues  $  and  that,  to  promote 
her  views,  fire  kept  the  Swifs  guards  in  a  date  of  in- 
toxication— That  on  that  day  fhe  prefented  the  king 
with  a  pidol,  faying,  "  This  is  the  moment  to  mew 
yourfelf ;"  and  on  his  refufing,  called  him  a  coward 
—That  fhe  was  alfo  a  principal  agent  in  the  internal 
war  with  which  France  has  been  didrefled. 

The  lad  charge  wras  the  mod  infamous  and  incredi- 
ble, viz.  That,  like  Agrippina,  fhe  had  held  an  incef- 
tuous  commerce  with  her  own  fon. 

On  the  trial  a  number  of  witneffes  were  examined  ; 
but  we  mud  obferve  that  few  of  the  charges  appeared 
to  be  fubdantiated.  A  maid-fervant  gave  in  evidence 
a  converfation  which  fhe  had  formerly  held  with  the 
duke  of  Coigny,  in  which  he  complained  of  the  im- 
menfe  fums  privately  remitted  by  the  queen  to  her 
brother  during  his  war  with  the  Turks;  and  fome  pa- 
pers were  referred  to,  from  which  it  appeared  that  the 
queen  had  drawn  for  money  on  the  treafury  fince  the 
revolution. 

The  charge  concerning  her  favouring  the  anti -patri- 
otic fentiments  of  the  body  guards  at  Verfailles  on 
the  1  ft  of  October,  was  better  fupported,  and  we 
think,  on  the  whole,  was  proved  j  as  well  as  her  ac- 
tivity in  promoting  the  flight  of  the  royal  family  to 
Varennes.  The  reft  of  the  evidence  on  the  latter  fub- 
ject  concurred  with  the  flatement  which  is  contained 
in  our  firft  volume. 

It  appeared  alio  that  fhe  had  frequently  been  con- 
fulted  by  the  king  upon  political  fubjects ;  that  fhe 
had  recommended  feme  perfons  to  brevets  in  the 
gardes-du-corps:  that  fhe  treated  her  fon  with  regal 
lefpect  was  alfo  proved.  But  the  horrid  charge  of 
meed  was  made  upon  the  authority  merely  of  iome 
indidincl:  communications  from  the  boy  Capet  to 
the  mayor  of  Paris. 

The  unfortunate  victim  was  prejudged  ;  and  had 
the  evidence  been  even  more  frivolous,  it  is  pro- 
bable fhe  could  not  have  efcaped  :    after  an  hour's 

con:ultation3 


REVOLUTION  IN   FRANCE.  i79 

confutation,  therefore,  the  jury  brought  in  their  ver- 
dict— <f  guilty  of  all  the  charges." 

The  queen  heard  the  fanguinary  fentence  with  dig- 
nity and  relignation  ;  perhaps  indeed  it  might  be  con- 
fidered  by  her  lefs  as  a  punifhment  than  as  a  releaie. 
On  the  16th  of  October,  at  about  eleven  o'clock  \njf  Oxi 
the  forenoon,  fhe  was  conducted  in  a  coach  from  the 
prifon  of  the  Conciergerie,  to  a  fcaffold  prepared  in 
the  Place  de  la  Revolution,  where  her  unfortunate 
hufband  had  previoufly  fuffered.  Her  behaviour  at 
that  awful  moment  was  decent  and  compofed.  The 
minifter  of  St.  Landrey  was  appointed  to  difcharge 
the  office  of  a  confeflor;  and  whatever  might  have 
been  the  foibles  which  difgraced  her  early  years,  we 
have  reafon,  on  good  authority,  to  believe  that  (he 
died  a  real  penitent;  and,  like  her  hufband,  found 
in  the  truths  of  religion  a  fource  of  confutation  of 
which  the  malice  of  her  enemies  was  unable  to  de- 
prive her,  and  which  they  themfelves  will  probably 
want. 

Amidft  thefe  ferious  and  dreadful  events,  it  is  fome- 
thing  curious  to  obferve  the  national  convention  amu-  /  t 
fing  themfelves  with  the  formation  of  a  new  calendar.^^^w 
The  year  is,  according  to  this,  divided  into  twelve 
months  of  thirty  days  each,  with  five  intercalary  days, 
which  are  dedicated  to  a  national  feftivity,  and  called 
on  that  account  fans-cullottides.  Each  month  is  divid- 
ed into  decades,  and  the  day  of  reft  is  appointed  for 
every  tenth  day  inixead  of  the  feventh. 

About  the  fame  period  a  decree  was  paffed,  order- 
ing all  foreigners  born  in  thole  countries  with  which 
the  republic  was  at  war,  under  arreft,  and  their  pro- 
perty to  be  in  the  cuftody  of  the  public  accomptants 
till  the  end  of  the  war. 

We  clofe   our  narrative  with  an  article  of  intelli- 
gence which  was    only  received  as  theie  papers  were  ,. 
going  to  the  prefs.     On  the  30th  of  Oclober,  twenty-.V.  Ciri< 
two  of  the   deputies   of  the  Gironde  party,  who  had    ^     - 
been  for  fome   time  in   a   (late   of  at  reft,  were   con- 
demned and  executed,  on   the  fentence  of  the  revo- 

iutiona*  .' 
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lutionary  tribunal,  for  treafonous  practices  again  ft 
the  unity  and  indivifibility  of  the  French  republic. 
The  names  of  the  deputies  who  fuflered  on  this  occa- 
&t/r&r*t£l  iion  were  BrilTot,  Vergniaud,  Genfonne,  Duprat,  Va- 
/  laze/  Lebardi,    Ducos,   Boyer,    Fonfrede,    Boileau, 

Gardien,  Duchatel,  Sillery,  Fauchet,  Duperret,  La-*- 
fource,  Carra,  Beauvau,  Mainville,  Antiboul,  Vigee, 
and  Lacaze. 

The  reader  will  recognize  among  thefe  names,  fe- 
veral  of  th'ofe  who  were  molt  active  in  dethroning  the 
king,  and  efrablifhing  a  republic.  Valaze,  who  had 
prepared  the  charges  againit  the  king,  ftabbed  him- 
felf  as  Toon  as  the  fentence  wras  pronounced.  Fau- 
chet was  one  of  the  conititutional  bilhops  ;  and  La- 
fource  a  proteiiant  clergyman.  As  the  particulars  of 
their  trial?  have  not  yet  reached  this  country,  it  is 
Lmpoffible  to  pronounce  upon  the  juflice  of  their  fen- 
tence, or  to  enter  into  any  particulars  concerning  the 
melancholy  fubjecl. 

In  reviewing  the  progrefs  of  the  French  revolu- 
tion, arid' the  conduct  of  the  principal  aclors  in  thole 
extraordinary  fcenes,  a  variety  of  reflections  occur^ 
and  in  purfuing  a  few  of  them  we  may  perhaps  be  per- 
mitted to  indulge. 

It  has  been  generally  remarked,  that  no  revolution 
which  had  liberty  for  its  foundation  or  its  pretext  was 
ever  diigraced  by  lb  wanton  an  efTufion  of  blood,  by 
fo  many  fanguiaary  executions,  iuch  inhuman  malfa- 
cres,  fomuch  rancour  and  perlecution  of  every  kind. 
To  underftand  the  nature  and  caufes  of  thefe  melan- 
cholv  events,  feveral  confiderations  will  demand  our 
attention. 

I.  It  is  neceffary  to  obferve,  that  the  revolution  in 
France  was  at  the  firft  too  fuddenly  effeBed.  The  change 

in  the  circumftances,  habits,  and  opinions  of  the  peo- 
ple was  too  violent,  and  they  were  too  little  prepared 
for  the  enjoyment  of  liberty.  Had  the  court  antici- 
pated the  affembling  of  the  Hates-general  by  fome 
falutary  and  ufeful  reforms  in  favour  of  the  people, 
they  would  not  only  have  ferved  to  (Irengthen  the 
t.  connexion 
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connexion  between  the  king  and  his  fubjec"b,  and 
more  firmly  to  attach  the  latter;  but  fuch  a  conduct 
would  have  been  a  proper  initiatory  procefs,  and 
would  have  prepared  all  ranks  of  people  to  acl  as  ra- 
tional agents  in  the  caufe  of  freedom.  Had  the  kino- 
by  his  own  authority,  abolifhed  the  odious  tyranny 
of  lettres  de  cachet,  the  punifhment  of  the  rack, 
and  every  fpecies  of  judicial  cruelty,  it  would 
not  only  have  endeared  him  to  his  fubjetts,  but  would 
have  humanized  them.  Could  he  have  ordered  a  re- 
vifal  of  the  judicial  fyftem,  and,  in  particular,  could 
he  have  eftablifhed  the  trial  by  jury,  it  would  have 
inured  them  to  the  praclice  of  equity,  and  to  the  calm 
itiveitigation  of  truth.  If  he  had  done  in  addition, 
what  there  is  reafon  to  believe  he  was  not  averfe  to, 
that  is,  if  he  h^d  indulged  the  natural  clemency  of 
his  temper  in  permitting  a  free  toleration  to  religious 
opinions  he  would  have  attached  the  proteftants,  and 
would  have  greatly  leflened  the  accuteneis  of  party 
anirnofity — and  if  he  had  favoured,  to  a  certain  de- 
gree, the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  the  free  dilcuffion  of 
controverted  points  might  have  been  advantageous 
to  the  caufe  of  truth  and  moderation  ;  while,  on  the 
contrary,  the  people,  having  been  wholly  unaccu- 
ilomed  to  the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  were  not  on  their 
guard  againft  its  licentioufnefs,  and  were  conftantly 
impoied  upon,  and  the  dupes  of  the  infamous  jour- 
xialifts  and  their  employers. 

When  the  ftates  general  aftemhled,  the  court  party 
appeared  to  have  no  fyftem,  no  fettled  plan  of  pro- 
ceeding. They  were  undetermined  what  to  retain  or 
what  to  relinquilh  ;  whereas  the  plan  of  government 
ought  to  have  been  previouHy  fettled  ;  every  thing  to 
be  propofed  to  the  ftates  ought  to  have  been  well  di- 
gefted;  and  proper  agents  chofen  to  introduce  each 
particular  meafure  to  the  national  afiembly.  On  I 
contrary,  nothing  could  be  more  abfurd  than  the  at- 
tempt, after  the  deputies  of  the  nation  were  affembled 
in  one  common  hall,  and  even  while  the  metropolis 
was  in  a  ferment,  to  reftore  or  preferve    the  ancient 


regimen. 


i82  HISTORY   OF  THE 

regimen.  With  this  unfortunate  outfet  the  whole 
conduct  of  the  king  and  of  the  court  correiponded. 
The  fealt  of  the  military  at  Verfailles;  the  flight  of 
the  king;  the  obflinate  exercife  of  his  veto  ;  all  (erv- 
ed  to  call  a  fufpicion  on  the  defigns  of  the  court. 

II.  Long  previous  to  the  revolution,  the  French 
were  the  molt  profligate,  corrupt  and  unprincipled 
people  in  Europe.  All  of  the  higher  orders  were  dif- 
lipated,  they  were  confequently  all  venal.  The  low- 
er claifes  were  hardened  by  ignorance,  by  oppreflion, 
by  the  frequent  horrid  executions  of  which  they  were 
witnerTes,  and  by  other  feverities.  The  venality  and 
corruption  of  fome,  who  from  time  to  time  affe6led 
to  be  the  friends  of  the  people,  drew  down  a  fufpicion 
upon  all  of  the  higher  orders*;  and  the  ferocity  of 
the  multitude,  and  their  ignorance,  and  confequenl 
want  of  principle,  plunged  them  into  the  moft  fatal 
and  fanguinary  excefles. 

III.  Connected  with  this  circumftance,  we  have  to 
deplore  the  irreligious  principles  which  had  unhappi- 
ly made  fo  fatal  a  progrefs  in  France.  There  is  no- 
thing but  religion  that  can  impart  a  uniformity  to  the 
moral  character.  Where  expediency  is  the  only  rule 
of  conduct,  the  human  mind  will  naturally  indulge  in 
too  great  a  latitude  on  fome  occafions,  efpecially 
where  the  paflions  are  ftrongly  interefted.  This  per- 
haps, indeed,  is  the  diitinguifhing  circumflance  which 
marks  the  two  revolutions  of  America  and  of  France. 
The  Americans  were  pofleffed  of  a  ftrong  fenfe  of  re- 
ligion ;  and  confequently,  though  the  inftances  of 
treachery  which    occurred    among   themfelves   were 

/  ,  I c arcely  \ e ^HI"^I2Hii[Li^IPpQ r  l  * ° n  l^an  tno*e  wmc^ 
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fury  were  much  fewer.  They  were  under  a  neceflity 
of  defending  themfelves;  but,  independent  of  this 
circumftance,  they  could  not  forget  that  their  religi- 
on taught  them  cf  to  love   their  enemies  :"  but  the 

majority 

*  Petion,  Dumourier,  and  m eft  of  the  party  of  the  Gironde  are 
ftrongly  fufpefted  of  having  greatly  enriched  themfelves  by  the  moft 
palpable  peculation. 
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majority  of  the  French  nation  were  cither  uninftrucl- 
ed  in  the  truths  of  this  religion,  or  had  rejeQcd  its 
falutary  reftraints*. 

IV.  It  has  been  already  intimated,  that  the  league 
of  Pilnitz,  and  the  infamous  conduct  of  the  combin- 
ed powers  towards  the  republic  of  Poland,  excited 
at  once  the  apprehenfions  and  the  refentment  of  the 
French.  It  was  no  difficult  matter  to  perfuade  the 
multitude  that  the  court  was  immediately  connected 
with  the  invaders;  and  this  opinion  was  unfortunate- 
ly countenanced  by  the  publications  of  the  combined 
powers,  and  particularly  by  the  imprudent  manifelto 
of  the  duke  of  Brunfwick.  The  repeated  difmiffion 
of  the  popular  minifters,  and  the  obftinacy  of  the 
king  in  other*  initances,  confirmed  the  fufpicion. 
Hence,  and  hence  only,  the  republican  faction  were 
enabled  to  acquire  fo  much  credit  with  the  people  in 
the  months  of  June,  July,  and  Auguft,  1792.  The 
avowed  hoftility  of  this  faction  might  have  driven  the 
court  in  its  turn  into  hoftiie  meafures,  without  impu- 
ting aclual  treachery  to  Louis.  For  we  muft  obferve, 
that  this  is  a  matter  (till  involved  in  impenetrable  ob- 
fcurity  ;  and  it  is  impoffible  to  determine,  from  the 
ftate  of  the  evidence,  either  the  nature  or  the  extent 
of  the  king's  connexions  with  the  counter-revolution- 

ifts 

*  After  all,  if  we  would  trace  calamity  to  its  fource,  wemuftbe 
forced  to  confefs  that  the  flimfy  writings  of  that  wretched  caviller  Vol- 
taire have  undone  France.  We  earneftly  hope  the  example  wiii 
operate  as  a  caution  to  all  other  governments,  and  teach  them  to  be- 
ware of  permitting  with  impunity  impious  and  licentious  publications. 
They  may  rely  upon  it,  there  are  no  libels  fo  dangerous  to  a  ftate  as 
thofe  againit  God.  We  venerate,  and  ever  mall  venerate,  the  caufe  of 
religious  toleration.  Every  feet  which  acknowledges  a  future  ftate  of 
jewards  and  puniihments  is  innoxious,  if  not  refpeclablc.  But  if  this 
great  foundation  of  morality  is  removed,  there  can  be  no  dependance 
on  the  principle  or  integrity  of  a  people.  Let  the  Horfleys  and  the 
Prieftleys  freely  indulge  themfelves  in  verbal  contefts  concerning  thedif- 
puted  points  of  theology  :  but  let  every  impious  fcoffer,  who  prefumca 
to  aim  his  definitive  (hafts  at  any  of  the  great  doctrines  of  religion,  be 
feverelypumjhed,  and  his  writings  ft  r  icily  prohibited.  Till  this  is  the 
cafe,  no  government  can  be  fafe,  nor  will  it  be  pofiibls  to  maintain  or- 
der;, or  even  common  henefty,  among  men, 
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ids.  Thus  far  is  certain,  that  Paris  was  crowded 
with  the  ci-devant  noble  fie,  and  other  difarFected  per- 
fons,  on  the  10th  of  Auguft.  The  fatal  rupture,  and 
the  dreadful  carnage  of  that  bloody  day,  let  lcofe  at 
once  all  the  daemons  of  difcord.  Every  bad  paffion 
was  put  in  motion — revenge,  party  rage,  the  deiire 
of  plunder,  all  that  is  depraved  and  abominable  in 
human  nature,  was  predominant  in  the  breads  of  dif- 
ferent individuals,  and  prepared  the  way  for  the  frill 
deeper  horrors  of  the  2d  and  3d  of  September,  and 
for  all  the  calamities  which  have  fmce  happened  to 
the  nation. 

V.  Another  circumdance  which  we  mud  remark, 
is,  that  the  exceffive  population  of  France  is  greatly 
calculated  to  perpetuate  violence  and  anarchy  in  that 
country.  Independent  of  the  frequent  alarms  of  fa- 
mine from  this  circumdance,  it  is  impolTible  that 
there  fliould  not  exift  in  every  confiderable  city  im- 
menfe  multitudes  of  indigent  and  defperate  perfons, 
who  are  always  ready  to  promote  every  fpecies  of 
mifchief  and  diforder,  and  who,  when  once  excited, 
cannot  eafily  be  reduced  to  peace  and  fubordination, 
This  asi:ain  conditutes  another  remarkable  fhade  of  dif- 
ference  between  the  American  and  the  French  revolu- 
tions. The  American  armies  were  compofed  in  ge- 
neral of  fettled  and  indudrious  people,  of  farmers 
and  mechanics,  mod  of  whom  had  families;  they 
confequently  embraced  the  fird  opportunity  to  return 
to  their  peaceable  employments  and  habitations,  to  fit 
everv  man  under  his  own  vine  and  his  own  fig-tree; 
and  they  regarded  the  affairs  of  date  no  farther  than  as 
they  ferved  to  fecure  them  in  the  peaceable  poflef- 
fion  and  enjoyment  of  their  property.  Every  man  at 
the  conclufion  of  the  war  had  fomething  to  do  ;  every 
man  had  bufinefs  of  his  own  to  attract  his  attention. 
Not  fo  the  rabble  of  Paris,  of  Lyons,  of  Marfeilles — 
many  of  them  have  no  regular  employment,  and  the 
numbers  of  banditti  are  increafed  by  the  total  dagnati- 
on  of  the  commerce  and  manufactures  of  France.  They 
can  acquire  more  by  plunder  and  confifcation  than  by 

ibber 
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fober  induftry;  and  thus  it  becomes  at  once  theif 
intereft  to  be 'turbulent,  unruly,  Smguinary  and  ca- 
pricious. The  difordcr  and  the  violence  are  increa- 
sed by  the  numbers *  and  the  paflions  are  inflamed  in 
proportion  to  the  multitudes  which  are  collected  to- 
gether. 

It  was  in  vain  then  that  the  party  of  the  Gironde 
after  the  10th  of  Auguft  affecled  a  tone  of  moderation; 
it  was  in  vain,  wjien  they  had  obtained  their  wifhes, 
that  they  exhorted  the  populace  to  return  to  order 
and  obedience.  They  had  excited  the  fatal  concuf- 
fion  ;  they  had  taught  the  multitude  to  know  their 
own  ftrength  ;  they  had  difturbed  the  general  tran- 
quillity, and  abfurdly  flattered  themfelves  that  a  fpi- 
rit  of  infurreclion  would  be  as  eafilv  quelled  as  it 
was  excited.  Without  wifhing,  therefore,  to  depre- 
ciate their  (lender  claim  to  merit  in  attempting  to 
fave  the  life  of  the  king,  we  cannot  but  regard  this 
party  as  the  immediate  authors  of  all  the  calamities 
which  have  befallen  their  country  fmce  the  over- 
throw of  the  monarchical  conftitution.  The  maffacre 
of  the  /Oth  of  Auguft  was  fcarcely  lefs  atrocious  than 
that  of  the  2d  of  September;  and  when  thefe  men  fell 
the  victims  of  the  very  means  which  they  had  employ- 
ed and  were  murdered  in  their  turn  by  the  very  mob 
which  they  had  formerly  excited,  though  our  religion 
teaches  us  to  pity  even  the  guilty,  and  to  lament  the 
fhedding  of  human  blood  upon  any  occafion,  yet  it 
was  impoffible  not  to  difcern  iomething  of  retributive 
juftice  in  the  dreadful  event. 

The  Gironde  had  moreover  Something  to  charge 
themfelves  with  for  wantonly  engaging  their  country 
in  one  vain  and  fruitlefs  war  after  another:  and  on 
the  whole,  we  think  they  have  been  a  pernicious  fac- 
tion. They  were,  perhaps  lefs  Sanguinary  and  cruel 
than  their  ferocious  fucceflbrs,  but  in  point  of  real 
principle  we  fee  little  room  for  preference. 

VI.  A  mod  fatal  means  of  promoting  bad  difpofi- 
tions  among  the  people  has  been  the  popular  Socie- 
ties initituted  throughout  the  kingdom,  Sor    debating 
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upon  political  fubje&s,  and  the  Jacobins  in  particular. 
In  the  firft  dawn  of  French  liberty  fuch  inftitutions 
might  have  their  ufe  ;  but  they  mould  even  then  have 
been  retrained  within  moderate  bounds,  and  as  foon 
as  poflible  diffolved.  Thefe  have  afforded  a  conftant 
afylum  to  the  profligate;  and  in  thefe  every  abfurdi- 
ty,  every  meafure  of  fedition  and  of  cruelty  in  the  na- 
tional councils,  have  originated.  But  after  the  fa£ts 
which  are  ftated  in  the  preceding  pages,  it  is  unne- 
ceffary  to  enlarge  upon  this  topic. 

Such  appear  to  have  been  the  principal  caufes 
which  have  operated  to  give  to  the  French  revolution 
that  fanguinary  and  horrid  character  by  which  it  has 
been  too  fatally  diftinguifhed  ;  and  which,  as  far  as 
the  circumftances  may  apply  to  other  nations,  may 
ferve  as  a  warning  againit  hafty  revolutions,  and  as  a 
guide  in  the  conducting  of  fuch  plans  of  reformation 
as  political  exigencies  may  feem  to  warrant  or  re- 
quire. 

To  fpeculate  on  the  future  fate  of  France  would 
be  a  hazardous  undertaking,  even  for  the  molt  fertile 
imagination,  or  the  moft  acute  difcernment.  Not- 
withftanding  the  difficulty  and  the  danger,  however, 
a  few  conjectures  we  will  venture  to  fubmit  to  our 
readers,  rather  with  a  view  to  entertainment  than  ufe. 
We  look  not  for  the  fubjugation  of  France  by  the 
prefent  combination,  (ince  it  has  been  the  uniform  af- 
fertion  of  thofe  who  are  beft  acquainted  with  the  re- 
fources  and  the  temper  of  the  nation,  that,  whatever 
the  force  of  the  external  attack,  fhe  is  invincible  :  and 
this  fentiment  derives  fome  confirmation  from  the  ex- 
perience of  two  campaigns. 

On  the  reftoration  of  peace,  from  whatever  caufe 
that  may  be  effected,  we  look  for  a  train  of  events 
very  different  from  what  the  afpetl  of  affairs  at  pre- 
fent may  feem  to  promife.  The  firft  circumftance 
which,  in  that  cafe,  we  will  venture  to  predict,  is,  that 
the  prefent  leaders  will  not  long  be  able  to  retain 
their  power.  Whatever  their  abilities  (and  we  muft 
confefs  that  they  have  difplayed  iome  energy,   if  not 

ability 
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ability)  they  have  not  character  enough  to  fupport  their 
popularity  long,  even  with  a  profligate  and  corrupted 
people. 

That  the  experiment  of  eftablifhing  a  republic  will  Trtd^tin 
be  continued  for  fome  time  longer,  we  think  is  pro- 
bable ;  but  it  will  never  be  more  than  an  experiment ; 
and  before  many  years  the  nation,  wearied  with  fac- 
tion and  with  conteft,  will  certainlv  have  recourfe  to 
fome  form  of  monarchy  or  ariftocracy ;  and  that  pe- 
riod would  be  haftened,  were  any  one  man  particular- 
ly dittinguifhed  by  his  talents  above  his  competitors 
to  arife.  No  fuch  has  yet  appeared  ;  but  it  is  amidlt 
the  violence  of  political  commotion  that  genius  is 
called  into  aclion,  and  it  would  be  contrary  to  all  hi- 
ftorical  precedent  if  none  was  to  prefent  himfelf  on 
this  occafion. 

The  prefent  legiflators  of  France,  we  cannot  pofii- 
bly  doubt,  have  it  ultimately  in  view  to  abolifh  chri- 
flianity — In  this  they  will  be  difappointed.  The  peo- 
ple muft  have  a  religion  ;  and  as  none  fo  good  as  the 
chriftian  can  be  offered  them,  fome  form  of  that  religi- 
on will  be  the  predominant  faith  of  the  French  people. 
The  mod  probable  conjecture  is,  that  the  enthufiaftic 
profeffors  of  fome  of  the  lead  moderate  of  the  protef- 
tant  feels  will  infinuate  themfelves  among  them,  and  ef- 
fect a  religious  revolution  not  lefs  ftupendous  than  that 
which  they  have  experienced  in  their  civil  ftate.  This 
very  circumftance  may  haften  the  political  crifis  to 
which  we  alluded  in  the  preceding  paragraph.  The  im- 
prudent meafures  of  the  convention,  in  unfettling  the 
faith  of  the  nation  in  the  foolifh  expectation  of  efta- 
blifhing atheifm,  has  juft  prepared  the  public  mind  for 
fuch  a  change ;  nor  mall  we  be  furprifed  to  fee,  in  the 
courfe  of  a  few  years,  the  difctples  of  Whitfield,  of 
Wefley,  orperhaps  of  Swedenborg,  ufurp  that  authori- 
ty which  is  at  prefent  poffefTed  by  the  atheifticat  chiefs 
of  the  convention. 

With  refped  to  the  war  in  which  this  country  is 
at  prefent  engaged  with  France,  we  are  willing,  in 
common  candour,  to  acquit  the  Britifh  miniftry  of 

the 
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the  atrocious  charge  of  having  at  all  entered  into  the 
views  of  the  combined  powers  in   the  abfurd  project 
for  a  partition  of  France  ;   and  we  believe  the  accu- 
fation  to  be  a  grofs  and  unfounded   calumny.     This 
will  not,  we  confefs,  apologize  for  the  want  of  pru- 
dence in   our  miniftry  in  departing  from  that  fyftem 
of  Uriel;  neutrality  which  was  ib  entirely  eflential  to 
our  profperity.     From  this  conceflion  it  will  be  evi- 
dent, that  we    think  our  miniilry    was  precipitate  in 
haftening  a  rupture  with  France  $  and  indeed  we  do  not 
find  the  reafons  for  thole  meafures  which  involved  us 
in  hoftilities  well  founded.     Two  caufes  were  affigned 
by  the  minifter  for  breaking  with  the  French  nation  ; 
but  thefe   were   furely  quite  inconfiitent  with   each 
other.     The  hrft  was  the  atrocity  and  villainy  of  their 
conducl ;    the   fecond,   the    fear   that   their   example 
might   be   followed  in   this   country.      Surely  we  are 
correct  in  laying  thefe  two  reafons  were  perfectly  in- 
confillent.     The  more  atrocious   the   conducl  of  the 
French,   the  lefs   the  danger   that   any   other  nation 
y£^        fhould   copy   their  example;  and  the  truth    is,    that 
J     though   every   fociety   is  liable   to  be  infeited  with  a 
i^/W/*>*few  enthufiaits  and  vifionaries,  the  example  of  France 
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ftils  L*  *C  has  operated  as  a  complete  warning  to  Britain,  and 
'tfKt£>>&oA<'&s  a  decilive  antidote  to  the  extenfion  of  democratic 
z-r*  ^^  principles,  which  had  perhaps  been  rather  promoted 
i    c^O)7  the  fuccefsful  example  of  America. 

fc^  If  it  were  permitted  to  fcrutinize  into  the  fecrets  of 
cabinets,  perhaps  we  might  find  that  the  motive  of 
r™'  the  Englifh  miniftry  in  provoking,  and  that  of  the 
French  in  declaring  war,  was  on  each  fide  a  vain-glo- 
rious and  abfurd  hope  of  conqueft.  It  is  to  be  pre- 
fumed,  that  both  parties  have  learned  a  little  wifdom 
from  recent  experience;  and  we  mould  be  happy  to 
find  that  the  refult  of  that  wifdom  mould  be  the  re- 
eftablifhment  of  peace.  It  is  an  infult  upon  common 
fenfe,  to  fay  there  is  no  perfon  with  whom  we  can 
treat.  No  matter  through  what  medium  tranquillity 
//**w-     *s  renX°red-     Whoever  is  proclaimed  bjMthe^  public., 

v \      ,     voice  the  agentof  any  people,   witrT  that    perfon 
rf^t     a — ^whatever 
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(whatever  his  moral  character )  it  muft  be  lawj\iWo_ 
£ranlact  all  necefl'ajyjDiihneJ^. 

We  conclude  therefore  in  earneftly  recommending 
peace,  by  whatever  means  it  may  be  achieved.  Let 
us  leave  the  French  to  anlwer  for  their  own  fins. 
Whatever  may  be  their  code  of  faith,  JLJ^ours^ to  be-.  >l*+f  (/<*** 
lieve  in  a  providential  ruler,  the  avenger  of  injuPtice^  j/ <**»*'/ 
and  of  cruelty.  A  particular  fociety  does  not  trench 
on  the  divine  prerogative,  when  it  punifhes  individu- 
al crimes,  committed  in  defiance  of  thole  laws  which 
it  has  eitablifhed  for  the  fecurity  of  its  own  members; 
but  when  one  nation  marches  in  warlike  array  to  pu- 
nifli  the  fins  of  another  nation,  the  attempt  favours 
too  much  of  Quixotifm,  and  the  only  confequence  is 
commonly  the  facrifice  of  many  innocent  and  meri- 
torious lives. 

Admitting  the  truth  of  all  that  has  been  alleged  of 
the  depravity  of  the  French  (and  certainly  we  cannot 
be  accufed  of  any  difpofition  to  controvert  it,)  (till 
the  queftion  will  not  eafily  be  anfwered,  "  What  in- 
terefl  can  Great-Britain  have  in  the  conteft  ?  What 
ultimate  advantage  are  we  to  derive  from  it?"  If  the 
French  are,  as  they  are  reprefented,  <c  a  worthlefs, 
depraved,  and  incorrigible  people,"  are  the  blood: 
and  treafure  of  Britain  to  be  lavifhed,  are  her  manu- 
factures and  commerce  to  be  facrificed,  for  the  pur* 
pufe  of  framing  a  government  for  a  people,  who  can- 
not upon  thefe  principles  be  worthy  of  the  (lighten; 
exertion  ?  But,  it  will  be  faid,  "  the  whole  nation  is 
not  to  be  blamed  for  the  crimes  of  a  faction  ;  the  ma- 
jority may  probably  wifh  for  a  better  arrangement/' 
Leave  then  the  majority  to  reform  their  own  govern- 
ment. "  But  the  emigrants  at  leaft  are  defervingper- 
fons,  and  ought  to  be  reftored  to  their  rights  and 
property." — Beftow  upon  the  emigrants  but  one  half 
of  the  wafle  lands,  which  it  is  reported  are  fhortly  to 
be  fold,  and  prefent  them  with  but  one  half  of  one 
year's  military  expenditure,  and  you  will  do  them  a 
much  more  effential  kindnefs  than  by  inftantly  refto- 

ring 
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ring  theffi  (were  it  even  in  your  power)  to  their  for- 
mer (ituation. 
/  /   /f  '"»   It  is   the  groffeft  of  abfurdities   to  fuppofe   that 
*!**/*  '^French  principles  can  ever  make  an  extenfive  pro- 
gress in  this  country,  unlefs  indeed  the  public  diftrefs 
fhould  drive  the  people  to  defperation.     We  repeat 
it,  the  French  have  a&ed  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the 
mod  defpotic  prince  in  Europe  may  (lumber  in  fecu- 
/    _/-rity;  fince  there  is  fcarcely  a  people  that  would  not 
n  *  be  difpofed  to  fubmTTto  the  moft  oppreffive  mandates 

c^/r*  of  authority,  rather  than  fraternize  with  them,  or 
Imitate  their  dreadful  example.  In  one  word,  it  is 
not  France  for  which  we  plead — we  plead  for  our- 
lelves.  We  plead  for  the  diftreffes  of  the  poor,  for 
the  embarraflments  of  the  manufacturer,  for  the  lives 
of  thofe  who  are  moft  dear  to  us,  for  that  blood 
which  is  much  too  precious  to  be  fhed  in  this  fruit- 
lefs,  this  thanklefs  quarrel. 
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DECLARATION    OF    THE    RIGHTS    OF    MAN,    AND    OF    THE 

CITIZENS. 

THE  Reprefentatives  of  the  French  people,  formed  into  a 
National  AfTembly,  confiderirlg  that  ignorance,  forgetful- 
nefs,  or  contempt  of  the  Rights  of  Men,  are  the  fole  caufes  of 
public  grievances,  and  of  the  corruption  of  government,  hr.vc 
refolved  to  exhibit,  in  a  folemn  Declaration,  the  natural,  unalien- 
able, and  facred  Rights  of  Man,  in  order  that  this  Declaration, 
ever  prefent  to  all  the  ?vlembers  of  the  Social  Body,  may  in- 
ceflantly  remind  them  of  their  rights,  and  of  their  duties  ;  to  the 
end,  that  the  acts  of  the  legislative  power,  and  thofe  of  the  exe- 
cutive power,  being  able  to  be  every  moment  compared  with  the 
end  of  all  political  inilitutions,  may  acquire  the  more  refpecl:  ; 
in  order  alfo,  that  the  remonftrances  of  the  citizens,  founded 
henceforward  onfimpleand  inconteftible  principles, may  ever  tend 
to  maintain  the  Conftitution,  and  to  promote  the  general  good. 

For  this  reafon,  the  National  Aiiembly  recognizes,  and  de- 
clares in  the  prefence,  and  under  the  aufpices  of  the  Supreme 
Being,  the  following  Rights  of  Men,  and  of  Citizens  : 

Vol.  IL  C  c 
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Article  First. 

ALL  men  are  born,  and  remain,  free  and  equal  in  rights  : 
focial  diftinctions  cannot  be  founded  but  on  common  utility. 

II.  The  end  of  all  political  aflbciations  is  the  prefervation  of 
the  natural  and  imprefcriptible  rights  of  man  :  thefe  rights  are 
liberty,  property,  fecurity,  and  refiftance  againft  oppreflion. 

III.  The  principle  of  fiver eignty  refides  effentially  in  the  na- 
tion: no  body  of  men,  no  individual,  can  exercife  any  authority 
that  does  not  emanate  exprefsly  from  that  fource. 

IV.  Liberty  confifts  in  the  power  of  doing  every  thing  except 
that  which  is  hurtful  to  another  :  hence,  the  exercife  of  the  na- 
tural rights  of  every  man,  has  no  other  bounds  than  thofe  that 
are  neceifary  to  enfure  to  the  other  members  of  fociety  the  en- 
joyment of  the  fame  rights  :  thofe  bounds  to  be  determined  by 
the  law  only. 

V.  The  law  has  a  right  to  forbid  thofe  actions  alone,  that  are 
hurtful  to  fociety,  Whatever  is  not  forbidden  by  the  law  can- 
not be  hindered ;  and  no  perfon  can  be  conftrained  to  do  that 
which  the  law  ordaineth  not. 

VI.  The  law  is  the  expreffion  of  the  general  will :  all  the 
citizens  have  a  right  to  concur  perfonally,  or  by  their  reprefen- 
tatives,  to  the  formation  of  the  law :  it  ought  to  be  the  fame 
for  all,  whether  it  protect,  or  whether  it  punifh.  All  citizens 
being  equal  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  are  equally  admiflible  to  pub- 
lic honours,  places,  and  offices,  according  to  their  capacity,  and 
without  any  other  diftin&ion,  but  that  of  their  virtue,  or  their 
talents. 

VII.  No  man  can  be  accufed,  arretted,  or  detained,  except  in 
cafes  determined  by  the  law,  and  according  to  the  forms  which 
the  law  hath  prefcribed.  Thofe  who  folicit,  difpatch,  execute, 
or  caufe  to  be  executed,  arbitrary  orders,  ought  to  be  punifhed ; 
but  every  citizen  that  is  fummoned,  or  feized,  in  virtue  of  the 
law,  ought  to  obey  inftantly — he  becomes  culpable  by  refiftance. 

VIII.  The  law  ought  to  eftablifh  fuch  punifhments  only,  as 
are  ftric~tly  and  evidently  neceflary ;  and  no  perfon  can  be  pu- 
nifhed, but  in  virtue  of  a  law  eftablifhed,  and  promulgated  prior 
to  the  ofFence,  and  legally  applied. 

IX.  Every  man  being  prefumed  innocent,  till  fuch  time  as 
he  has  been  declared  guilty,  if  it  mail  be  deemed  abfolutely  ne- 
ceftary  to  arreft  a  man,  every  kind  of  rigour  employed,  not  ne- 
ceflary  to  fecure  his  perfon,  ought  to  be  feverely  punifhed  by  the 
h:w. 

X.  No  perfon  (hail  be  molefted  for  his  opinions,  even  fuch  as 
are  religious,  provided  that  the  manifeftation  of  thofe  opinions 

iv-j-  difturb  the  public  orifcr  eftablifhed  by  the  law* 
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XL  The  free  communication  of  thought,  and  of  opinion,  is 
one  of  the  moft  precious  rights  of  man.  Every  citizen,  there- 
fore, may  freely  fpeak,  write,  and  publifhhis  fentiments  ;  fubjecl:, 
however,  to  anfwer  for  the  abufe  of  that  liberty,  in  cafes  deter- 
mined by  the  law. 

XII.  The  guarantee  of  the  rights  of  men  and  citizens  in- 
volves a  neceffity  of  public  force.  This  force  is  then  inftituted 
for  the  advantage  of  all,  and  not  for  the  particular  utility  of  thofe 
to  whom  it  is  confided. 

XIII.  For  the  maintenance  of  the  public  force,  and  for  the 
expenfes  of  adminiftration,  a  common  contribution  is  indifpenfa- 
bly  neceflary  :  this  contribution  mould  be  equally  divided 
amongft  all  the  citizens,  in  proportion  to  their  abilities. 

XIV.  Every  citizen  has  a  right,  by  himfelf,  or  by  his  repre- 
fentatives,  to  decide  concerning  the  neceflity  of  the  public  con- 
tribution ;  to  confent  to  it  freely ;  to  look  after  the  employment 
of  it  ;  to  determine  the  quantity,  the  diftribution,  the  collection, 
and  duration. 

XV.  Society  has  a  right  to  demand  from  every  public  agent, 
an  account  of  his  adminiftration. 

XVI.  That  foci ety  in  which  the  guarantee  of  rights  is  not 
affiired,  hor  the  feparation  of  powers  determined,  has  no  conjli- 
tut'ion. 

XVII.  Property  being  a  right  inviolable  and  facred,  no  per- 
fon  can  be  deprived  of  it,  except  when  the  public  neceffity,  le- 
gally afcertained,  fhall  evidently  require  it,  and  on  condition  of 
a  juft  and  previous  indemnification. 

The  National  Assembly,  defirous  of  eftablifhing  the 
French  Conftitution  on  the  principles  which  it  has  juft  now  re- 
co^nifed  and  declared,  abolifhes,  irrevocably,  thofe  inftitutions 
which  are  injurious  to  liberty  and  equality  of  rights. 

There  is  no  longer  any  nobility,  nor  peerage,  nor  hereditary 
dijlinclions,  nor  difference  of  orders,  nor  feudal  government,  nor 
patrimonial  jurifdiclion,  nor  any  of  the  titles,  denominations,  and 
prerogatives,  which  are  derived  from  them ;  nor  any  of  the  orders 
of  chivalry,  corporations,  or  decorations,  for  which  proofs  of  no- 
bility were  required  ;  nor  any  kind  of  fuperiority,  but  that  of 
public  functionaries,  in  the  exercife  of  their  functions. 

No  public  office  is  henceforth  hereditary  or  purchafeable. 

No  part  of  the  nation,  nor  any  individual,  can  henceforth  pof- 
fefs  any  privilege  or  exception  from  the  common  rights  of  all 
Frenchmen. 

There  are  no  'more  wardenjhips  or  corporations  in  profeffions, 

arts,  or  trades. 

The  law  recognizes   no  longer  any   religious  vczus,  nor  any 
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ether  engagements  which  would  be   contrary  to  natural  rights, 
or  to  the  Conftitution. 

TITLE    I. 

FUNDAMENTAL     REGULATIONS,     GUARANTEED      BY      THE 

CONSTITUTION. 

THE  Conftitution  guarantees,  as  natural  and  civil  rights, 

1.  That  all  the  citizens  are  admifnble  to  places^and  employ- 
ments, without  any  other  diftindtion  than  that  of  virtue  and 
talents. 

2.  That  all  taxes  mail  be  equally  divided  amongft  all  the  ci- 
tizens, in  proportion  to  their  abilities. 

3.  That  the  fame  crimes  fhall  be  fubjecl:  to  the  fame  punish- 
ments, without  any  diftinc~tion  of  perfons. 

The  Conftitution  in  like  manner  guarantees,  as  natural  and 
civil  rights,  liberty  to  every  man  to  go,  ftay,  or  depart,  without 
being  arretted,  or  detained,  except  according  to  the  forms  deter- 
mined by  the  Conftitution. 

Liberty  to  every  man  to  fpeak,  write,  print,  and  publifh  his 
thoughts,  without  the  writings  being  fubjec~ted  to  cenfure  or 
inipedHon  before  their  publication,  and  to  exercife  the  religious 
worfhip  to  which  he  is  attached. 

Liberty  to  the  citizens  to  aiTemble  peaceably,  and  without 
arms,  in  complying  with  the  laws  of  police. 

Liberty  to  addrefs  to  the  conftituted  authorities,  petitions 
figned  by  individuals. 

The  Legiflative  Power  can  make  no  law  which  would  attack, 
or  impede  the  exercife  of  the  natural  and  civil  rights  exprefTed 
in  the  prefent  title,  and  guaranteed  by  the  Conftitution;  but  as 
liberty  confifts  only  in  the  power  of  doing  whatever  neither 
injures  the  rights  of  another,  nor  the  public  fafety,  the  law  may 
eftabliih  penalties  againft  acts,  which,  attacking  either  the  rights 
of  others,  or  the  public  fafety,  would  be  injurious  to  fociety. 

The  Conftitution  guarantees  the  inviolability  of  property,  or 
a  juft  and  previous  indemnity  for  that  of  which  public  neceftity, 
lejraljy  proved,  fhall  require  the  facrince. 

Property,  deftined  to  the  expenfe  of  worfhip,  and  to  all  fer- 
vices  of  public  utilitv,  belongs  to  the  nation,  and  fhall,  at  ail 
times,  be  at  its  difpofal. 

The  Conftitution  guarantees  all  the  alienations  which  have 
been,  or  which  fhall  be  made  according  to  the  forms  eftablifhed 
by  the  law. 

The  citizens  have  a  right  to  deft  or  chcofe  the  minifters  of 
their  religions. 
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There  mall  be  created  and  organifed,  a  general  eftablifhment 
of  public  aid  for  the  education  of  defertcd  children,  to  relieve  the 
infirm  poor,  and  to  procure  work  for  the  healthy  poor,  who  have 
not  been  able  to  find  it  for  themfelves. 

There  fhall  be  created  and  organifed,  a  public  injlruclion,  com- 
mon to  all  citizens,  gratuitous  with  regard  to  thofe  parts  of 
tuition  indifpenfable  for  all  men,  and  of  which  the  eftablifhments 
fhall  be  gradually  diftributed,  in  proportion  combined  with  the 
divifion  of  the  kingdom. 

There  fhall  be  eifablifhed,  national  feftivals,  to  preferve  the 
remembrance  of  the  French  Revolution,  to  keep  up  fraternal 
affecfion  amono-ft  the  citizens,  and  attachment  to  the  conftitu- 
tion,  the  country,  and  the  laws. 

There  fhall  be  drawn  up,  a  code  of  civil  laws,  common  to  all 
the  kingdom. 

T  I  T  L  E    II. 

OF    THE    DIVISION    OF     THE     KINGDOM,    AND     THE     STATS 

OF    THE    CITIZENS. 

I.  THE  kingdom  is  one  and  indlvifble :  its  territory  is 
divided  into  eighty-three  departments  -}  every  department  into 
diftricts ;  each  diftri&  into  cantons. 

II.  Thofe  are  French  Citizens, 

Who  are  born  in  France,  of  a  French  father ; 

Who,  having  been  born  in  France,  of  a  foreign  father,  have 
fixed  their  refidence  in  the  kingdom ; 

Who,  having  been  born  in  a  foreign  country,  of  a  French 
father,  have  returned  to  fettle  in  France,  and  have  taken  the 
civic  oath. 

In  fine,  who  having  been  born  in  a  foreign  country,  being 
defcended,  in  whatever  degree,  from  a  French  man  or  French 
woman,  who  had  left  their  country  from  religious  motives,  conic 
to  refide  in  France,  and  take  the  civic  oath. 

III.  Thofe  who,  having  been  born  out  of  the  kingdom)  of 
foreign  parents,  but  refide  in  France,  become  French  Citizens, 
after  five  years  of  continued  refidence  in  the  kingdom ;  if,  befides, 
they  have  acquired  immoveable  property,  or  married  a  French 
woman,  or  formed  an  eftablifhment  of  agriculture  or  commerce, 
and  if  they  have  taken  the  civic  oath. 

IV.  The  legislative  power  may,  from  important  confederations, 
naturalize  a  foreigner,  upon  no  other  condition  than  that  of  re- 
nding m  France,  and  taking  the  civic  oath. 

V.  The  civic  oath  is,  I  Jhvear  to  be  faithful  to  the  Nation,  the 
Law,  and  the  King  j  and  to  maintain,  with  all  my  power,  the  con- 
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JlltPtion  of  the  kingdom^  decreed  by  the  National  Conjlituent  Ajfcm- 
bly  in  the  years  1789,  1 790,  1791. 

VI.  The  quality  of  a  French  Citizen  is  loft: 
I  ft,  By  naturalization  in  a  foreign  country; 

2d,  By  being  condemned  to  penalties,  which  involve  the  civic 
degradation,  provided  the  perfon  condemned  be  not  re-inftated ; 

3d,  By  a  fentence  of  contumacy,  provided  the  fentence  be  not 
annulled  ; 

4thly,  By  an  aflbciation  with  any  foreign  order  of  chivalry, 
or  any  foreign  body,  which  fhall  fuppofe  either  proofs  of  nobility, 
or  diftinc~T.ion  of  birth,  or  require  religious  vows. 

VII.  The  law  regards  marriage  folely  as  a  civil  contrail.  The 
legi  dative  power  fhall  eftablifh  for  all  the  inhabitants,  without 
diftincYion,  the  mode  by  which  births,  marriages,  and  deaths, 
fhall  be  ascertained,  and  fhall  appoint  the  public  officers,  who 
fhall  receive  and  preferve  the  certificates  of  them. 

VIII.  French  Citizens,  confidered  with  refpe£t  to  thofe  local 
relations  which  arife  out  of  their  aflbciation  in  cities,  and  in  cer- 
tain divifions  of  territory  in  the  country,  form  the  communities. 

The  legiflative  power  may  fix  the  extent  and  boundary  of 
each  community. 

IX.  The  citizens  who  compofe  each  community,  have  a  right 
of  choofing,  for  a  time,  according  to  the  forms  prefcribed  by  the 
law,  thofe  among  them,  who,  under  the  name  of  municipal  officers, 
are  charged  with  the  management  of  the  particular  affairs  of  the 
community. 

To  the  municipal  officers  may  be  delegated,  certain  functions 
relative  to  the  general  intereft  of  the  ftate.  - 

X.  The  rules  which  the  municipal  officers  fhall  be  bound  to 
follow,  in  the  exercife  both  of  the  municipal  functions,  and  of 
thofe  which  fhall  be  delegated  to  them  for  the  general  intereft, 
fhall  be  fixed  by  the  laws. 

TITLE    III.    ' 

OF    THE    PUBLIC    POWERS. 

I.  THE  fovereignty  is  one,  indivifible,  inalienable,  and  impre- 
fciptible  ;  it  belongs  to  the  nation :  no  fe&ion  of  the  people,  nor 
any  individual,  can  aflume  to  itfelf  the  exercife  of  it. 

II.  The  Nation,  from  which  alone  flow  all  the  powers,  can- 
not exercife  them  but  by  delegation. 

The  French  Conftitution  is  representative'^  the  reprefentatives 
arc  the  Urinative  body,  and  the  king. 

III.  The  legiflative  power  is  delegated  to  a  National  AfTem- 
bly,  compofed  of  temporary  reprefentatives,  freely  chofen  by  the 
people,  to  be  exercifed  by  this  Aflembly,  with  the  fan&ion  of  the 
Kins:,  in  manner  afterwards  determined. 
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IV.  The  government  is  monarchical ;  the  executive  power 
is  delegated  to  the  King,  to  be  exerciftd  under  his  authority, 
by  minifters  and  other  refponfible  agents,  in  manner  afterwards 
determined. 

V.  The  judicial  power  is  delegated  to  judges  chofen  for  «t 
time  by  the  people. 

CHAP.    I. 

OF    THE    NATIONAL    LEGISLATIVE    ASSEMBLY. 

I.  r  I  tHE  National  Affembly,  forming  the  legiflative  body, 
\t     is  permanent,  and  confifts  of  one  chamber  only. 

II.  It  (hall  be  formed  by  new  elections  every  two  years. 
Each  period  of  two  years  fhall  form  one  legiflature. 

III.  The  difpofitions  of  the  preceding  articles  mall  not  take 
place  with  refpect  to  the  enfuing  legiflative  body,  whofe  powers 
fhall  ceafe  the  laft  day  of  April,  1793. 

IV.  The  renewal  of  the  legiflative  body  fhall  be  matter  of  full 
right. 

V.  The  legiflative  body  cannot  be  diflblved  by  the  king. 

Section     I. 
Number  of  Reprefentatives — Bafes  of  Reprefentation, 

I.  THE  number  of  reprefentatives  to  the  legiflative  body  is 
feven  hundred  and  forty-five,  on  account  of  the  eightv-three  de- 
partments of  which  the  kingdom  is  compofed,  and  independent 
of  thofe  chat  may  be  granted  to  the  colonies. 

II.  The  reprefentatives  fhall  be  diftributed  among:  the  eighty- 
three  departments,  according  to  the  three  proportions  of  terri- 
tory, b£  population,  and  of  direct  contribution, 

III.  Of  the  {even  hundred  and  forty-five  reprefentatives,  two 
hundred  and  forty-feven  are  attached  to  the  territory. 

Of  thefe,  each  department  fhall  nominate  three,  except  the 
department  of  Paris,  which  fhall  only  nominate  one. 

IV.  Two  hundred  and  forty-nine  reprefentatives  are  attributed 
to  the  population. 

The  total  mafs  of  the  active  population  of  the  kingdom  is 
divided  into  two  hundred  and  forty-nine  parts,  and  each  depart- 
ment nominates  as  many  of  the  deputies  as  it  contains  parts  of 
the  population. 

V.  Two  hundred  and  forty-nine  reprefentatives  are  attached 
to  the  direct  contribution. 

The  fum  total  of  the  direcl:  contribution  of  the  kingdom  is 
like  wife  divided  into  two  hundred  and  forty-nine  paits  ;  and 
each  department  nominates  as  many  deputies  as  it  pays  parts  of 
the  contribution. 
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Section    II. 

Primary  Ajfembiies — Nomination  of  E  left  or  s, 

I.  IN  order  to  form  a  National  Legiflative  AfTembly,  the 
Active  Citizens  fhall  meet  every  two  years,  in  Primary  AfTem- 
blies, in  the  towns  and  cantons. 

The  Primary  AfTemblies  fhall  form  themfelves,  of  full  right, 
the  fecond  Sunday  of  March,  if  they  have  not  been  convoked 
fooner  by  the  public  officers  eftablifhed  by  law. 

II.  To  be  an  Active  Citizen,  it  is  necefTary, 
To  be  born,  or  to  have  become  a  Frenchman  ; 
To  be  twenty-five  years  of  age  complete  ; 

To  have  refided  in  the  city  or  canton  during  the  time  deter- 
mined by  the  law. 

To  pay,  in  any  part  of  the  kingdom,  a  direct  contribution,  at 
leaft  equal  to  the  value  of  three  days  labour,  and  to  produce  the 
acquittance  ; 

Not  to  be  in  a  menial  capacity;  namely,  that  of  a  fervant  re- 
ceiving wages  ; 

To  be  infcribed  in  the  municipality  of  the  place  of  his  refl- 
dence,  in  the  lift  of  the  national  guards  j 

To  have  taken  the  civic  oath. 

III.  Every  fix  years,  the  legiflative  body  mail  fix  the  minimum 
and  the  maximum  of  the  value  of  a  day's  labour,  and  the  admi- 
niftrators  of  the  departments  mail  determine  the  rate  of  every 
diftrict. 

IV.  None  fhall  exerclfe  the  rights  of  an"'  active  citizen  in 
more  than  one  place,  nor  employ  another  as  his  fubftitute. 

V.  Thofe  mall  be  excluded  from  the  rights  of  an  active  ci-» 
tizen, 

Who  are  in  a  ftate  of  accufation  ; 

Who,  after  having  been  conftituted  in  a  ftate  of  failure,  or 
infolvability,  proved  by  authentic  documents,  fhall  not  produce 
a  general  difcharge  from  their  creditors. 

VI.  The  Primary  AfTemblies  fhall  name  electors  in  propor- 
tion to  the  number  of  active  citizens  rending  in  the  town  or 
canton. 

There  fhall  be  named  one  elector  for  a  hundred  active  citi- 
zens prefent,  or  not,  in  the  AfTembly. 

There  fhall  be  named  two  for  one  hundred,  and  fifty-one  to 
two  hundred  and  fifty  ;  and  fo  on  in  this  proportion. 

VII.  No  man  can  be  named  elector,  if,  along  with  the  con- 
ditions necefTary  in  order  to  be  an  active  citizen,  he  does  not 
join  the  following  : — In  towns  of  more  than  fix  thoufand  inha- 
bitantSj  that  of  being  proprietor  or  life-renter  of  a  property  va- 
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lued  on  the  rolls  of  contribution,  at  a  revenue  equal  to  the  lo- 
cal value  of  two  hundred  days  labour  ;  or  of  renting  ahoufc,  va- 
lued on  the  fame  rolls,  at  a  revenue  equal  to  the  value  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  days  labour. 

In  trwns  below  fix  thoufand  inhabitants,  that  of  being  pro- 
prietor or  life-renter  of  a  property,  valued  on  the  rolls  of  contri- 
bution, at  a  revenue  equal  to  the  local  value  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  days  labour ;  or  of  renting  a  houfe,  valued  on  the  fame 
rolls,  at  a  revenue  equal  to  the  value  of  one  hundred  days 
labour. 

And,  in  the  country,  that  of  being  proprietor  or  life-renter  of 
a  property,  valued  on  the  rolls  of  contribution,  at  a  revenue 
equal  to  the  local  value  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  days  labour; 
or  of  being  a  farmer  of  lands,  valued  on  the  fame  rolls,  at  the 
value  of  four  hundred  days  labour. 

With  refpect  to  thofe  who  mail  be  at  the  fame  time  proprie- 
tors or  life- renters  on  one  hand,  and  tackfmen  or  farmers  on  the 
other,  their  powers  on  thefe  different  accounts  (hall  be  added  to- 
gether, to  eftablim  their  eligibility. 

Section  III. 

Electoral  Affemblies — Nomination  of  Reprefentatives. 

I.  THE  electors  named  in  each  department  mall  convene  in 
order  to  choofe  that  number  of  reprefentatives,  whofe  nomina- 
tion mail  belong  to  their  department,  and  a  number  of  fubftitutes 
equal  to  the  third  of  the  reprefentatives. 

The  Electoral  AfTemblies  mail  form  themfelves,  of  full  right, 
the  laft  Sunday  of  March,  if  they  have  not  been  convoked  focner 
by  the  public  officers  appointed  by  law. 

II.  The  reprefentatives  and  fubftitutes  mall  be  chofen  by  an 
abfolute  majority  of  votes,  and  cannot  be  chofen  but  from  amongft 
the  active  citizens  in  the  department. 

III.  All  the  active  citizens,  whatever  be  their  condition,  pro- 
feflion,  or  contribution,  may  be  chofen  reprefentatives  of  the 
nation. 

IV.  Thofe,  however,  mall  be  obliged  to  decide  between  one 
or  other  iituation — Minifters,  and  other  agents  of  the  executive 
power,  removeable  at  pleafure;  Commiffioners  of  the  national 
treafury  ;  Collectors  and  receivers  of  direct  contributions;  Su- 
perintendants  of  the  collection  or  management  of  indirect  con- 
tributions and  national  domain^,  and  thofe  who,  under  any  de- 
nomination whatever,  are  attached  to  the  employs  of  the  military 
or  civil  household  of  the  King. 

Vol.  II.  D  d 
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The  adminiftrators,fub-adminiftrators,  municipal  officers,  and 
commandants  of  the  national  guards,  fhall  alfobe  obliged  to  make 
a  choice. 

V.  The  exercife  of  judiciary  functions  fhall  be  incompatible 
with  thofe  of  a  reprefentative  of  the  nation,  during  all  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  Wiflature. 

The  Judges  fhall  be  replaced  by  their  fubftitutes,  and  the 
King  fhall  provide,  by  briefs  of  commillion,  for  the  replacing  of 
his  commifTaries  at  the  tribunals. 

VI.  The  members  of  the  legislative  body  may  be  re-elected 
to  the  next  kgiflature  ;  but  not  afterwards,  till  after  an  interval 
of  one  legiflature. 

VII.  The  reprefentatives  named  in  the  departments,  fhall  not 
be  reprefentatives  of  a  particular  department,  but  of  the  whole 
nation,  and  no  mandate  can  be  given  them. 

Section  IV. 

Sejfpon  and  Regulation  of  the  Primary  and  Electoral  djjemblies. 

I.  THE  Functions  of  the  Primary  and  Electoral  Affemblies 
are  limited  to  the  right  of  electing  :  and  as  foon  as  the  elections 
are  over,  they  fhall  feparate,  and  fhall  not  form  themfelves  anew, 
but  when  they  fhall  be  convoked;  if  it  be  not  in  the  cafe  of 
Sect.  II.  Art.  I.  and  of  Sect.  III.  Art.  I.  above. 

II.  No  active  citizen  can  enter  or  vote  in  an  affembly,  if  he 
is  armed. 

III.  Armed  force  cannot  be  introduced  in  the  meeting,  ex- 
cept at  the  exprefs  defire  of  the  Affembly,  unlefs  in  the  cafe  of 
actual  violence,  when  the  order  of  the  Prefident  fhall  be  fuffi- 
cient  to  call  in  the  aid  of  public  force. 

IV.  Every  two  years,  there  fhall  be  drawn  up  in  each  dis- 
trict, lifts  by  cantons  of  the  active  citizens  ;  and  the  lift  of  each 
canton  (hall  be  publiihed  and  pofted  up  two  months  before  the 
meeting  of  the  Primary  Affembly.  The  protefts  which  fhall  be 
made  either  againft  the  right  of  citizens  named  in  the  lift,  or  on 
the  part  of  thofe  who  fhall  affirm  that  they  are  unjuftly  omit- 
ted, fhall  be  carried  :o  the  tribunals,  to  be  there  fummariJy  de- 
cided upon. 

The  lift  fhall  ferve  to  regulate  the  admiffion  of  citizens  in 
the  next  Primary  AiTembly,  in  every  point  that  fhall  not  have 
been  afcertained  by  a  fentence  pronounced  before  the  fitting  of 
the  Aflembly, 

V.  The  Electoral  AfTernblies  have  the  right  of  verifying  the 
qualifications  ind  powers  of  thofe  who  fhall  prefent  themfelves 
there ;  and  their  decifions  fhall  be  provisionally  executed,  with  a 
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referve  for  the  fentence  of  the  legislative  body  at  the  time  of  the 
verification  of  the  powers  of  deputies. 

VI.  In  no  cafe,  and  under  no  pretext,  (hall  the  King,  or  any 
agents  named  by  him,  interfere  inqueftions  relative  to  the'regu- 
larity  of  the  convocations,  the  fitting  of  afTemblies,  the  form  of 
eie&ions,  or  the  political  rights  of  citizens.  Without  prejudice, 
however,  to  the  functions  of  the  commiflaries  of  the  King,  in 
the  cafes  determined  by  law,  where  quellions  relative  to  the  po- 
litical rights  of  citizens  ought  to  be  carried  to  the  tribunals. 

Section  V. 

Meeting  of  the  Reprefentatives  in  the  National  Legifative  Af- 

fembly. 

I.  THE  reprefentatives  mail  ailemble  on  the  firfl  Monday  of 
May,  in  the  place  of  the  meeting  of  the  laft  legiflature. 

II.  They  fhall  form  themfelves,  proviiionaliy,  into  an  AfTem- 
bly,  under  the  prefidence  of]  the  eldeft,  to  verify  the  powers  of 
the  reprefentatives  prefent. 

III.  As  foon  as  thefe  fhall  be  verified,  to  the  number  of  three 
hundred  and  feventy-three  members,  they  (hall  conftitute  them- 
felves under  the  title  of  the  National  LegiJIative  AJfembly ;  they 
/hall  name  a  prefident,  vice-preiident,  and  iecretaries,  and  enter 
upon  the  exercife  of  their  functions. 

IV.  During  the  whole  of  the  month  of  May,  if  the  number 
of  reprefentatives  prefent  fall  fhort  of  three  hundred  and  feventy- 
three,  the  AfTembly  fhall  not  perform  any  legi native  act.  They 
may  ifTue  an  arret,  enjoining  the  abfent  members  to  attend  to 
their  functions  within  fifteen  days  at  fartheft,  under  a  penalty 
of  three  thoufand  livres,  if  they  do  not  produce  an  excufe  which 
fhall  be  deemed  lawful  by  the  legiflative  body. 

V.  Qn  the  laft  day  of  May,  whatever  be  the  number  of 
members  prefent,  they  fhall  conftitute  themfelves  a  National 
Legiflative  AfTembly, 

VI.  The  reprefentatives  mall  pronounce  in  a  body,  in  the 
name  of  the  French  people,  the  oath,  "  to  live  free,  or  die." 

They  fhall  then  individually  take  the  oath,  to  maintain,  with 
all  their  power,  the  conftitution  of  the  kingdom,  decreed  by  the  Na- 
tional Conftituent  Affemoly  during  the  years  1789,  1 790,  and 
1 79 1;  to  propofe  or  affent  to  nothing  in  the  courfe  of  the  legifla- 
ture, which  may  at  all  tend  to  infringe  it  j  and  to  be,  in  every  re  • 
fpeel,  faithful  to  the  Nation,  the  Law,  and  the  King. 

VII.  The  reprefentatives  of  the  nation  are  inviolable;  they 
cannot  be  examined^  accufed,  cr  judged  at  uny  time  with  refuel. 
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to  what  they  have  faid,  written,  or  done,  in  the  exercife  of  their 
functions  of  reprefentatives. 

VIII.  They  may  for  a  crime  be  feized  in  the  act,  or  in  vir- 
tue of  an  order  of  arreft  j  but  notice  mail  be  given  of  it, 
without  delay  to  the  Legiflative  Body  ;  and  the  profecution  fhall 
not  be  continued,  till  after  the  Legiflative  Body  fhall  have  de- 
cided that  there  is  ground  for  accufation. 


CHAP.    II. 

OF  THE  ROYALTY,  THE  REGENCY,  AND  THE  MINISTERS. 

Section  I. 

Of  the  Royalty  and  the  King. 

I.  r  I  lHE  Royalty  is  indivifible,  and  delegated  hereditarily  to 
the  race  on  the  throne,  from  male  to  male,  by  order  of 
primogeniture,  to  the  perpetual   exclulion  of  women,  and  their 
defcendants. 

Nothing  is  prejudged  refpecting  the  effecl:  of  renunciations  in 
the  race  on  the  throne. 

II.  The  perfon  of  the  king  is  facred  and  inviolable  :  his  only 
title  is  King  of  the  French. 

III.  Th.re  is  no  authority  in  France  fuperior  to  that  of  the 
law.  The  king  reigns  only  by  it,  and  it  is  only  in  the  name  of 
the  law  that  he  can  require  obedience. 

IV.  The  king,  on  his  acceifron  to  the  throne,  or  at  the  period 
of  his  majority,  inall  take  to  the  Nation,  in  the  prefence  of  the 
legiflative  body,  the  oath,  cc  To  be  faithful  to  the  Nation,  and  to 
the  Law  \  to  employ  ail  the  power  delegated  to  him,  to  maintain  the 
Confiitution  decreed  by  the  National  Conflituent  Jffj?nbly  in  the  years 
1789,  1790,  and  179 1  ;  and  to  caufe  the  Laws  to  be  executed.7'* 

If  the  legiflative  body  mall  not  be  allenabled,  the  xing  mail 
caufe  a  proclamation  to  be  iiTued,  in  which  fhall  be  expreiied 
this  oath,  and  a  promife  to  repeat  it  as  foon  as  the  legiflative 
body  mail  afiemble. 

V.  If,  one  month  after  an  invitation  by  the  legiflative  body, 
the  king  has  not  taken  this  oath,  or  if  after  taking  it  he  fhall 
retract,  he  fhall  be  deemed  to  have  abdicated  the  royalty. 

VI.  If  the  king  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  an  army,  and  di- 
rect the  forces  of  it  againft  the  nation ;  or  if  he  do  not  oppofe, 
by  a  formal  act,  any  fuch  enterprife,  undertaken  in  his  name,  he 
fhall  be  deemed  to  have  abdicated. 
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VII.  If  the  Kins;,  having  gone  out  of  the  kingdom,  do  not 
return,  on  the  invitation  of  the  legiflative  body,  and  within  the 
delay  fixed  by  the  proclamation,  which  cannot  be  lefs  than  two 
months,  he  mail  be  deemed  to  have  abdicated. 

The  delay  mall  commence  from  the  day  when  the  proclama- 
tion of  the  legiflative  body  mail  have  been  publifhed  m  the  place 
of  its  fitting  ;  and  the  Minifters  mall  be  obliged,  under  their 
refponiibility,  to  perform  all  the  acts  of  the  executive  power, 
the  exercife  of  which  mail  be  fufpended  in  the  hands  of  the  ab- 
fent  king. 

VIII.  After  abdication,  exprefs  or  legal,  the  king  mall  be  in 
the  clafs  of  citizens,  and  may  be  accufedand  tried,  like  them,  for 
acts  pofterior  to  his  abdication. 

IX.  The  particular  effects  which  the  king  pofTeiTes  at  his  ac- 
ceffion  to  the  throne,  are  irrevocably  united  to  the  domain  of 
the  Nation ;  he  has  the  difpofition  of  thofe  which  he  acquires 
on  his  own  private  account ;  if  he  has  not  difpofed  of  them,  they 
are  in  like  manner  united  at  the  end  of  the  reign. 

X.  The  Nation  makes  provifion  for  the  fplendor  of  the 
throne  by  a  civil  lift,  of  which  the  Legiilative  Body  mail  fix  the 
fum  at  the  commencement  of  each  reign,  for  the  whole  duration 
of  that  reign. 

XL  The  king  fhall  appoint  an  adminiftrator  of  the  civil  lift, 
who  (hall  inftitute  all  fuits  for  the  king,  and  againft  whom  ail 
actions  for  debts  of  the  king  mail  be  carried  on,  and  judgments 
given  and  executed.  Sentences  of  condemnation,  obtained  by 
the  creditors  of  the  civil  lift,  mall  be  executed  againft  the  ad- 
miniflrator perfonally  and  his  private  fortune. 

XII.  The  king  mail  have,  independent  of  the  ordinary  guard 
which  fhall  be  furniihed  him  by  the  citizens,  national  guards  of 
the  place  of  his  refidence,  a  guard  paid  from  the  funds  of  the 
civil  lift.  It  fhall  not  exceed  one  thoufand  two  hundred  foot, 
and  fix  hundred  horfe. 

The  degrees  and  rules  of  advancement  {hall  be  the  fame  in  it 
as  amongft  the  troops  of  the  line.  But  thofe  who  compofe  the 
king's  guards,  fhall  pafs  through  all  the  degrees  exclusively 
amongft  themfelves,  and  cannot  obtain  any  in  the  army  of  the 
line. 

The  king  cannot  choofe  his  guards,  but  amongft  thofe  who 
are  at  prefent  in  active  fervice  in  the  troops  of  the  line,  or 
amongft  the  citizens  who  have  ferved  a  year  in  the  national 
guards,  provided  they  are  refidents  in  the  kingdom,  and  that  they 
have  previously  taken  the  civic  oath. 

The  king's  guards  cannot  be  ordered  or  required  for  any 
other  public  fervice. 
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Section    II. 

Of  the    Regency. 

I.  THE  king  is  a  minor  till  the  age  of  eighteen  complete  % 
and  during  his  minority  there  fhall  be  a  regent  of  the  kingdom. 

II.  The  regency  belongs  to  the  relation  of  the  king  who  is 
the  next  in  degree,  according  to  the  order  of  fucceflion  to  the 
throne,  and  who  has  attained  the  age  of  twenty-five,  provided  he 
be  a  Frenchman,  refident  in  the  kingdom,  and  not  prefumptive 
heir  to  any  other  crown,  and  have  taken  the  civic  oath. 

Women  are  excluded  from  the  regency. 

III.  If  a  minor  king  have  no  relations  who  unite  the  above' 
qualities,  the  regent  of  the  kingdom  mail  be  elected  as  is  directed 
in  the  following  articles : 

IV.  The  Legiflative  Body  (hall  not  elect  the  regent. 

V.  The  electors  of  each  diflrict  fhall  aflemble  in  the  chief 
place  of  their  diftrict,  after  a  proclamation,  which  fhall  be  ifTued 
in  the  firft  week  of  the  new  reign,  by  the  legiflative  body,  if 
convened  ;  and  if  feparated,  the  minifter  of  juftice  fhall  be  bound 
to  make  that  proclamation  in  the  fame  week. 

VI.  The  electors  fhall  name,  in  every  diftrict,  by  individual 
fcrutiny,  and  abfolute  plurality  of  votes,  a  citizen  eligible,  and 
refident  in  the  diflrict,  to  whom  they  fhall  give,  by  the  proces- 
verbal  of  the  election,  a  fpecial  mandate,  limited  to  the  fole  func- 
tion of  electing  the  citizen  whom  he  fhall  judge,  in  his  heart  and 
confeiencs,  the  moft  worthy  of  being  regent  of  the  kingdom. 

VII.  The  citizens  having  thefe  mandates,  elected  in  the  dif- 
trict,  fhall  be  bound  to  aflemble  in  the  town  where  the  legiflative 
body  holds  his  feat,  the  fortieth  day  at  farther!,  counting  from 
that  of  the  advancement  of  the  minor  king  to  the  throne ;  and 
they  fhall  form  there  the  electoral  aflembly,  who  fhall  proceed 
to  the  nomination  of  the  regent, 

VIII.  The  election  of  the  regent  fhall  be  made  by  individual 
fcrutiny  and  abfolute  plurality  of  votes. 

IX.  The  electoral  aflembly  cannot  employ  itfeif,  but  relative 
to  this  election,  and  fhall  feparate  as  foon  as  the  election  is  flnifh- 
ed.-— Every  other  act  which  it  fhall  attempt,  is  declared  uncon- 
ftitutional,  and  of  no  effect. 

X.  The  electoral  aflembly  fhall  make  its  prefident  prefent  the 
proces-verbal  of  the  election  to  the  legiflative  body,  who,  after 
havlno-  verified  the  regularity  of  the  election,  fhall  make  it  public 
over  all  the  kingdom  by  a  proclamation. 

XI.  The  regent  exerciYes,  till  the  king's  majority,  all  the. 
fi-  x.tions  of  royalty,  and  is  not  perfonally  refpon!ible  for  the  acts. 
of  his  adrninifiration. 
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XIT.  The  regent  cannot  begin  the  exercife  of  his  functions, 
till  after  taking  to  the  nation,  in  the  prefcncc  of  the  legiflative 
body,  an  oath,  To  be  faithful  to  the  nation,  the  law,  and  the  king', 
and  to  employ  all  the  power  delegated  to  the  king,  and  of  which 
the  exercife  is  confided  to  him  during  the  minority  of  the  king,  to 
maintain  the  conjlitution  decreed  by  the  National  Con/lituent  Affe7n- 
bly  in  the  years  1 7B9,  1790,  and  1791,  and  to  caufe  the  laws  to  be 
executed. 

If  the  lep-iflative  body  is  not  afTembled,  the  regent  {hall  caufe 
a  proclamation  to  be  ifTued,  in  which  (hail  be  expreffjd  this  oath, 
and  a  promife  to  repeat  it  as  foon  as  the  legiflative  body  {hall  be 
met. 

XIII.  As  long  as  the  regent  is  not  entered  on  the  exercife  of 
his  functions,  the  fanction  of  the  laws  remains  fufpended  ;  the 
mi. lifters  continue  to  perform,  under  their  refponfibility,  all  the 
acts  of  the  executive  power. 

XIV.  As  foon  as  the  regent  {hall  take  the  oath,  the  legiflative 
body  fhall  fix  his  allowance,  which  fhall  not  be  altered  during  his 

regency. 

XV.  If  on  account  of  the  minority  of  the  relation  called  to 
the  reo-ency,  it  has  devolved  to  a  more  diftant  relation,  or  been 
fettled  by  election,  the  regent  who  ihall  have  entered  on  the  ex- 
ercife of  it  ihall  continue  his  functions  till  the  majority  of  the 

ki  n.tf. 

XVI.  The  r^ncy  of  the  kingdom  confers  no  right  over  the 

perf3n  of  the  minor  king. 

XVII.  The  care  of  the  minor  king  mall  be  confided  to  his 
moiher  ;  and  if  he  has  no  mother,  or  if  me  be  married  again  at 
the  time  of  her  fon's  acceflion  to  the  throne,  or  if  fhe  marry  again 
durino-  the  minority,  the  care  of  him  mall  be  delegated  by  the 

legiflative  body. 

~Nei  her  the  regent,  nor  his  defendants,  nor  a  woman,  can  be 
chofen  as  gua>dian  of  the  minor  king. 

XVIIL  In  cafe  of  the  king's  infinity,  notorioufly  admitted, 
legally  prov  d,  and  declared  by  the  legiflative  body,  after  three 
faccefliv  >  deliberations,  held  monthly,  there  ihall  be  a  regency, 
as  long  as  fuch  incapacity  continues. 

Section    III. 

Of  the  Royal  Family, 

I*  THE  preemptive  heir  fhall  bear  the  name  of  PrzW  RcyaL 
He  cannot  go  out  ofthe  kingdom,  without  a  decree  of  the  legif- 
lative body,  and  the  king's  confeni. 
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If  he  is  gone  out  of  it,  and  if,  being  arrived  at  eighteen  years 
of  age,  he  do  not  return  to  France,  after  being  required  by  a 
proclamation  of  the  legiflative  body,  he  is  held  to  have  abdicated 
the  right  of  fucceffion  to  the  throne. 

II.  If  the  prefumptive  heir  be  a  minor,  the  relation  of  full  age, 
and  next  in  order  to  the  regency,  is  bound  to  refide  within  the 
kingdom.  In  cafe  of  his  going  out  of  it,  and  not  returning  on 
the  requifition  of  the  legiflative  body,  he  fhall  be  held  to  have 
abdicated  his  right  to  the  regency. 

III.  The  mother  of  the  minor  king,  having  the  care  of  him, 
or  the  guardian  elected,  if  they  go  out  of  the  kingdom,  forfeit 
their  charge. 

If  the  mother  of  the  prefumptive  heir,  a  minor,  go  out  of  the 
kingdom,  fhe  cannot,  even  after  her  return,  have  the  care  of  her 
minor  {on,  become  king,  but  by  a  decree  of  the  legiflative  body. 

IV.  A  law  fhall  be  made  to  regulate  the  education  of  the 
minor  king,  and  that  of  the  minor  heir  prefumptive. 

V.  The  members  of  the  royal  family,  called  to  the  eventual 
fucceffion  to  the  throne,  enjoy  the  rights  of  an  active  citizen, 
but  are  not  eligible  to  any  places,  employs,  or  functions,  in  the 
nomination  of  the  people. 

Excepting  the  places  of  miniflers,  they  are  capable  of  offices 
and  employs  in  the  nomination  of  the  king  ;  however,  they  can- 
not be  commanders  in  chief  of  any  army  or  fleet,  nor  fulfil  the 
functions  of  ambalTadors,  without  the  confent  of  the  legiflative 
body,  granted  on  the  proportion  of  the  king. 

VI.  The  members  of  the  royal  family,  called  to  the  eventual 
fucceffion  of  the  throne,  fhall  add  the  denomination  of  French 
Prince,  to  the  name  which  fhall  have  been  given  them  in  the 
civil  acl,  flacing  their  birth ;  and  this  name  can  neither  be  patro- 
nymic, nor  formed  of  any  of  the  qualifications  aboiifhed  by  the 
prefent  coniliturion. 

The  denomination  of  Prince  cannot  be  given  to  any  other 
individual,  and  fhall  convey  no  privilege,  nor  any  exception,  to 
the  common  rights  of  all  Frenchmen. 

VII.  The  a&s  by  which  (hall  be  legally  ftated  the  births, 
marriages,  and  deaths  of  the  French  princes,  fhall  be  prefented 
to  the  legiflative  body,  who  fhall  command  the  depofit  of  them 
in  their  archives. 

VIII.  No  real  apanage  (in  land)  fhall  be  granted  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  royal  familv. 

The  younger  fons  of  the  king  fhall  receive,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-five,  or  on  their  marriage,  an  annuity,  the  amount  of 
which  fhall  be  fixed  by  the  legiflative  body,  and  which  fhall  ter- 
minate with  the  extinction  of  their  male  keirs, 
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Section  IV. 


Of  Mimjlers. 

I.  To  the  king  alone  belongs  the  choice  and  revocation  of 
minifters. 

II.  The  members  of  the  prefent  national  afTembly,  and  fucceed- 
ing  legislatures,  the  members  of  the  tribunal  of  annulment,  and 
thofe  who  fhall  ferve  in  the  high  jury,  cannot  be  advanced  to 
the  miniftry,  nor  receive  any  offices,  gifts,  peniions,  falaries,  or 
commiffions  from  the  executive  power,  or  its  agents,  during  the 
continuance  of  their  functions,  nor  during  two  years  after  having 
finifhed  the  exercife  of  them. 

The  fame  mall  be  the  cafe  with  refpecf.  to  thofe  who  fhall  be 
only  infcribed  in  the  lift  of  the  high  jury,  during  all  the  time  that 
their  infcription  fhall  continue. 

III.  No  one  can  enter  upon  the  exercife  of  any  emplov,  either 
in  the  bureaux  of  minifters,  or  in  thofe  of  the  adminiftrations 
of  public  power,  without  having  taken  the  civic  oath,  and  ve- 
rified his  having  taken  it. 

IV.  No  or.ier  of  the  king  can  be  executed,  if  it  be  notfigned 
by  him,  and  counterfigned  by  the  minifter  or  comptroller  of  the 
department. 

V.  The  minifters  are  rsfponfible  for  all  the  ofTences  commit- 
ted by  them  againft  the  national  fafety  and  the  conftitution  \ 

For  every  attack  on  individual  property  and  liberty  ; 
For  every  wafte  of  the    money  allotted  for  the   expenfes  of 
their  department. 

VI.  In  no  cafe  can  the  written  or  verbal  order  of  a  king  fhel- 
ter  a  minifter  from  refponfibility. 

VII.  The  minifters  are  bound  to  prefent  every  year  to  the 
legiflative  body,  at  the  opening  of  the  leilion,  the  irate  of  the 
expenfes  of  their  department  ;  to  give  an  account  of  the  em- 
ployment of  the  fums  deftined  for  that  purpofe,  and  to  mention 
the  abufes  which  may  have  crept  into  the  different  parts  of  the 
government. 

VIII.  No  minifter  in  or  out  of  place  can  be  criminally  pro- 
fecuted  for  any  tranfaftion  of  his  adminiftration,  without  a  decree 
of  the  legiflative  body. 
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CHAP.      III. 


OF    THE   EXERCISE    OF    THE    LEGISLATIVE    POWER. 

Section  II. 

Powers  and  Funftions  of  the  National  Leg'ijlative  AJfembly. 

I.  f  |  \HE  conftitution  delegates  exclufively  to  the  legiflative 
JL      body,  the  powers  and  functions  following  : 

1.  To  propofe  and  decree  laws  :  the  king  can  only  invite  the 
legiflative  body  to  take  an  objecl:  into  confideration. 

2.  To  fix  the  public  expenfes. 

3.  To  eftablifh  the  public  contributions — to  determine  their 
nature,  quantity,  duration,  and  mode  of  collection. 

4.  To  divide  the  direct  contribution  amongft  the  departments 
of  the  kingdom — to  fuperintend  the  employ  of  all  the  public  re- 
venue, and  to  demand  an  account  of  it. 

5.  To  decree  the  creation  or  fuppreilion  of  public  offices. 

6.  To  determine  the  quality,  weight,  impremon,  and  name  of 
the  coin. 

7.  To  permit  or  prohibit  he  introduction  of  foreign  troops 
into  the  French  territories,  and  of  foreign  naval  forces  into  the 
ports  of  the  kingdom. 

8.  To  fix  annually,  after  the  proportion  of  the  king,  the?  num- 
ber of  men  and  mips,  of  which  the  land  and  naval  armies  fhalj 
be  compofed  ;  the  pay  and  number  of  individuals  of  each  -rank  ; 
the  rules  of  admiffion  and  promotion;  the  forms  of  inrolment  and 
difcharo-e  ;  the  formation  of  naval  equipments;  the  admiflion  of 
foreign  troops,  or  naval  forces,  into  the  fervice  of  France;  and 
the  pay  of  troops,  in  cafe  of  their  being  difbanded. 

9.  To  regulate  the  adminiftrative  government,  and  the  aliena- 
tion of  the  national  domains. 

10.  To  profecute  before  the  high  national  court,  the  minifters 
and  principal  agents  of  the  executive  power,  in  what  relates  to 
their  refponfibility. 

Toaccufe  and  profecute  before  the  fame  court,  thofe  who  mail 
be  charged  with  any  attack  or  confpiracy  againfl  the  general 
fafety  of  the  ftate  or  againft  the  conftitution. 

11.  To  eftabliih  the  laws,  according  to  which  marks  of  ho- 
nour or  decoration,  purely  perfonal,  mall  be  granted  to  thofe 
who  have  rendered  fervices  to  the  ftate. 

12.  The  legiflative  body  have  the  right  to  decree  public  ho- 
nours to  the  memory  of  great  men. 
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II.  War  cannot  be  determined  on,  but  by  a  decree  of  the  le- 
giflative body,  palled  on  the  formal  and  neceflary  proportion  of 
the  King,  and  fanc~tioned  by  him. 

In  the  cafe  of  imminent  or  commenced  hoftilities,  of  an  ally 
to  be  fuppcrted,  or  aright  to  be  prefcrved  by  force  of  arms,  the 
King  fhall  notify  the  fame,  without  delay,  to  the  legiflative  body, 
and  (Mi  declare  the  reafons  of  it. 

If  the  legiflative  body  be  not  fitting,  the  King  fhall  afTemble 
it  immediately. 

If  the  legiflative  body  decide  that  war  ought  not  to  be  made, 
the  King  fhall  immediately  take  meafures  to  flop  or  prevent  all 
hostilities,  the  minifters  being  refponfible  for  delays. 

If  the  legiflative  body  find  that  the  hoftilities  commenced  are 
a  palpable  aggreflion  on  the  part  of  minifters,  or  any  other  agent 
of  the  executive  power,  the  author  of  the  aggreflion  fhall  be  pro- 
fecuted  criminally. 

During  the  whole  courfe  of  war,  the  legiflative  body  may  re- 
quire the  King  to  negociate  peace,  and  the  King  is  bound  to 
yield  to  this  requifition. 

On  the  immediate  conclufion  of  war,  the  legiflative  body  (hall 
fix  the  time  within  which  the  troops  levied  above  the  peace 
eftablifhment  fhall  be  difcharged,  and  the  army  reduced  to  its 
ordinary  ftate. 

III.  It  belongs  to  the  legiflative  body  to  ratify  treaties  of 
peace,  alliance,  and  commerce ;  and  no  treaty  fhall  have  effecl: 
but  by  this  ratification. 

IV.  The  legiflative  body  has  the  right  of  determining  the 
place  of  its  fittings,  of  continuing  them  as  long  as  it  fhall  think 
necefTary,  and  of  adjourning;  at  the  commencement  of  each 
reign,  if  it  be  not  fitting,  it  fhall  be  bound  to  meet  without 
delay. 

It  has  the  right  of  police  in  the  place  of  its  fitting,  and  to  fuch 
extent  around  it  as  fhall  be  determined. 

It  has  the  right  of  difcipline  over  its  members  ;  but  it  can 
pronounce  no  heavier  punifhment  than  cenfure,  arreft  for  eight 
days,  or  imprifonment  for  three. 

It  has  the  risht  of  difpofing,  for  its  fafety,  and  the  refpect  that 
is  due  to  it,  of  the  forces  which  fhall  be  placed,  by  its  confent,  in 
the  city  where  it  fhall  hold  its  fittings. 

V.  The  executive  power  cannot  march,  or  quarter,  or  flation 
zny  troops  of  the  line  within  thirty  thoufand  toifes  of  the  legifla- 
>ive  body,  except  on  its  requifition,  or  by  its  authority. 
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Section  II. 


Holding  of  the  Sittings,  and  Form  of  Deliberating. 

I.  THE  deliberations  of  the  legiflative  body  fhall  be  public, 
and  the  proceedings  of  its  fittings  (hall  be  printed. 

II.  The  legiflative  body  may,  however,  on  any  occafion,  form 
itfelf  into  a  general  committee. 

Fifty  members  (hall  have  a  right  to  demand  this. 

During  the  continuance  of  the  general  committee,  the  aflift- 
ants  fhall  retire,  the  chair  of  the  prefident  mall  be  vacant,  and 
order  fhall  be  maintained  by  the  vice-prefident. 

III.  No  legiflative  ail:  can  be  debated  and  decreed,  except  in 
the  following  form  : 

IV.  The  plan  of  a  decree  fhall  be  read  thrice,  at  three  in- 
tervals, th^  fhorteft  of  which  cannot  be  lefs  than  ei2;htdays. 

V.  The  difcuflion  fhall  be  open  after  every  reading,  never- 
thelefs,  after  the  firft  or  focond  reading,  the  legiflative  body  may 
declare  that  there  is  reafon  for  adjournment,  or  that  there  is  no 
need  for  deliberation  ;  in  this  laft  cafe,  the  plan  of  the  decree 
maybe  introduced  a^ain  in  the  fame  fefliori. 

Every  plan  of  a  decree  fhall  be  printed  and  difhributed  before 
the  fecond  reading  of  it  can  be  commenced. 

VI.  After  the  third  reading,  the  preiident  fhall  be  bound  to. 
propofe  it  to  deliberation  ;  and  the  legiflative  body  fhall  decide, 
whether  they  are  qualified  to  pafs  a  definitive  decree,  or  would 
rather  choofe  to  poftponc  their  decifion,  in  order  to  gainer  more 
ample  information  on  this  fubjecl:. 

VII.  The  legiflative  body  cannot  deliberate,  if  the  meeting 
do  not  confift  of  at  leaft  two  hundred  members  ;  and  no  decree 
fhall  be  made,  except  by  the  abfolute  majority  of  votes. 

VIII.  No  plan  of  a  law,  which,  after  having  been  fubmitted 
to  difcuflion,  fhall  have  been  rejected  after  the  third  reading,  can 
aaain  be  introduced  the  fame  feflion. 

IX.  The  preamble  of  every  definitive  decree  fhall  announce, 
firft  the  dates  of  thofe  fittings,  at  which  the  three  readings  of  the 
plan  of  the  decree  were  made  \  fecond,  the  decree  by  which  it 
fhall  have  been  appoLited,  after  the  third  reading,  to  decide  de- 
finitively. 

X.  The  kin^  fhall  refufe  his   (auction  to  the    decrees  whofe 

o 

preamble  mail  not  atteft  the  observance  of  the  above  forms  ;  if 
any  of  thofe  decrees  be  fan&ioned,  the  minifters  fhall  neither 
put  to  it  the  feal,  nor  promulgate  it,  and  their  fefpoftfibility  in 
thic  refpe£r.  fhall  continue  fix  years. 

XI.  Excepting  from  thefe   regulations,  decrees  recognized, 
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and  declared  urgent  by  a  previous  deliberation  of  the  legiflative 
body;  but  they  may  be  modified,  or  revoked,  in  thecourfe  of  the 
fame  feflion. 

The  decree  by  which  a  matter  (hall  have  been  declared  ur- 
gent, (hail  announce  the  reafons  of  it,  and  there  fhall  be  mention 
made  of  this  previous  decree  in  the  preamble  of  the  definitive 
decree. 

Section  III. 

Of  the  Royal  Sanclion. 

I.  THE  decrees  of  the  legiflative  body  are  prefented  to  the 
king,  who  mayrefufe  his  afTent  to  them. 

II.  In  the  cafe  of  a  refufal  of  the  royal  afTent,  that  refufal  is 
only  fufpenfive. 

When  the  two  following  legiflatures,  which  fhall  follow  that 
in  which  the  decree  was  prefented,  fhall  fucceflively  reprefent 
the  fame  decree  in  the  fame  terms  in  which  it  was  originally 
conceived,  the  king  fhall  be  deemed  to  have  given  his  fanction. 

III.  The  afTent  of  the  king  is  exprefTed  to  each  decree,  by  the 
following  formula^  figned  by  the  king :  The  king  confents-i  and 
will  caufe  it  to  he  executed. 

The  fufpenfive  refufal  is  thus  exprefTed  :  The  king  will  exa- 
mine. 

IV.  The  king  is  bound  to  exprefs  his  afTent  or  refufal,  to 
each  degree,  within  two  months  after  it  fhall  have  been  pre- 
fented. 

V.  No  decree  to  which  the  king  has  refufed  his  afTent,  can  be 
prefented  to  him  by  the  fame  legiflature. 

VI.  The  decrees  fanctioned  by  tbe  king,  and  thofe  which 
have  been  prefented  to  him  by  three  fucceflive  legiflatures,  alone 
have  the  force  of  a  law,  and  bear  the  name  and  title  of  laws. 

VII.  There  fhall  be,  however,  executed  as  laws,  without  being 
fubjected  to  fanction,  thofe  acts  of  the  legiflative  body  which  re- 
late to  its  conftitution  as  a  deliberating  afTembly  ; 

Its  interior  police,  and  that  which  it  may  exercife  in  the  ex- 
ternal fpace,  which  it  fhall  have  determined  ; 

The  verification  of  the  powers  of  the  members  prefent  ; 

The  injunctions  to  abfent  members  ; 

The  convocation  of  the  primary  afTemblies  in  cafe  of  delay  ; 

The  exercife  of  conftitutional  fuperintendance  over  :  ..d- 
miniftrators  and  municipal  officers ; 

Qucftions  of  eligibility,  or  the  validity  of  elections. 

Exempting  likewife  from  fanction,  acts  relative  to  the  refpon- 
fibility  of  miniflers,  and  all  decrees  importing  that  there  is  ground 
of  accufation. 
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VIII.  The  decrees  of  the  legiflative  body,  concerning  the 
eftablifhment,  prorogation,  and  collection  of  public  contribu- 
tions, mall  bear  the  name  and  title  of  laws  ;  they  (hall  be  pro- 
mulgated and  executed  without  being  fubject  to  fan£tion,  except 
with  refpect  to  thofe  difpofitions,  which  mould  eftablifh  other 
penalties  than  pecuniary  fines  and  conftraints. 

Thefe  decrees  cannot  be  pafTed  but  after  the  obfervation  of  the 
formalities  prefcribed  by  the  articles  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  and  9,  of  fe£L 
II.  of  the  prefent  chapter  ;  and  the  legiflative  body  mall  not  in- 
sert in  them  any  difpofitions  foreign  to  their  object. 

Section    IV. 
Connexion  of  the  Legiflative  Body  with  the  King. 

I.  WHEN  the  legiflative  body  is  definitively  conftituted,  it 
fhall  fend  a  deputation  to  inform  the  king.  The  king  may  every 
year  open  the  feffion,  and  propofe  the  objects,  which,  durino-  its 
continuance,  he  thinks  ought  to  be  taken  into  consideration  :  this 
form,  however,  is  not  to  be  confidered  as  neceflary  to  the  activity 
of  the  legiflative  body. 

II.  When  the  legiflative  body  wimes  to  adjourn  longer  than 
fifteen  days,  it  is  bound  to  inform  the  king,  by  a  deputation,  at 
leaft.  eight  days  previous. 

III.  A  week,  at  leaft,  before  the  end  of  each  feffion,  the  legif- 
lative body  mail  fend  a  deputation  to  the  king,  to  announce  to 
him  the  day  on  which  it  propofes  to  terminate  its  fittings.  The 
king  may  come,  in  order  to  clofe  the  feffion. 

IV.  If  the  king  find  it  of  importance  to  the  welfare  of  the 
State,  that  the  feffion  be  continued,  or  that  the  adjournment  be 
put  oft,  or  take  place  only  for  a  morter  time,  he  may  fend  a  mef- 
fage  to  this  effect,  on  which  the  legiflative  body  is  bound  to 
deliberate. 

V.  The  king  fhall  convoke  the  legiflative  body,  during  the 
interval  of  its  feffion,  at  all  times  when  the  intereft  of  the  State 
mall  appear  to  him  to  require  it,  as  well  as  in  thofe  cafes  which 
the  legiflative  body  mall  have  forefeen  and  determined,  previous 
to  their  adjournment. 

VI.  Whenever  the  king  fliall  vifit  the  place  of  meeting  of  the 
legiflative  body,  he  fhall  be  received  and  conducted  back  by  a 
deputation;  he  cannot  be  accompanied  into  the  inner  part  of  the 
hall  by  any,  except  the  prince  royal  and  the  minifters. 

VII.  The  prefident  can  in  no  cafe  form  part  of  a  deputation, 

VIII.  The  legiflative  body  mail  ceafe  to  be  a  deliberating 
body  whiljft  the  king  fhall  be  prefent. 

IX.  The  acts  of  eorrefpondence  of  the  kino;  with  the  legifla- 
tive body,  (hail  be  always  counterngned  by  a  minifter. 
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X.  The  minifters  of  the  king  fhall  have  admiflion  into  the 
national  legiflative  aflembly:  they  fhall  have  a  place  affigned  to 
them ;  they  {hall  be  heard  always  when  they  demand  it  on  objects 
relative  to  their  administration,  or  when  they  fhall  be  required 
to  give  information.  They  fhail  alfobe  heard  on  objects  foreign 
to  their  adminiftration,  when  the  national  aflembly  fhall  grant 
them  liberty  to  fpeak. 

CHAP.     IV. 

OF    THE    EXERCISE    OF    THE    EXECUTIVE    POWER. 

I.  >T^HE  fupreme  executive  power   refides  exclufively  in  the 
-■-     hands  of  the  king. 

The  king  is  the  fupreme  head  of  the  general  adminiftration  of 
the  kingdom  :  the  care  of  watching  over  the  maintenance  of  pub- 
lic order  and  tranquillity  is  entrufted  to  him. 

The  king  is  the  fupreme  head  of  the  land  and  fea  forces. 

To  the  kino;  is  delegated  the  care  of  watching  over  the  exte- 
nor  fecurity  of  the  kingdom,  and  of  maintaining  its  rights  and 
pofTeilions. 

II.  The  king  names  ambafladors,  and  the  other  agents  of 
political  negociations. 

He  beftows  the  command  of  armies  and  fleets,  and  the  ranks 
of  Marfhal  of  France  and  Admiral. 

He  names  two  thirds  of  the  rear-admirals,  one  half  of  the 
lieutenant-generals,  camp  marfhals,  captains  of  fhips,  and  colo- 
nels of  the  national  gendarmerie. 

He  names  a  third  of  the  colonels  and  lieutenant-colonels,  and 
a  fixth  of  the  lieutenants  of  fhips — the  whole  in  conformity  to 
the  laws  wTith  refpecf.  to  promotion. 

He  appoints,  in  the  civil  adminiftration  of  the  marine,  the  di- 
rectors, the  comptrollers,thetreafurersof  thearfenals,  the  mafters 
of  the  works,  the  under-mafters  of  civil  buildings,  half  of  the 
mafters  of  adminiftration,  and  of  the  under-mafters  of  con- 
ftruction. 

He  appoints  the  commifTaries  of  the  tribunals. 

He  appoints  the  chief  fuperintendants  of  the  adminiftration  of 
indirect  contributions,  and  the  adminiftration  of  national  domains. 

He  fuperintends  the  coinage  of  money,  and  appoints  the  offi- 
cers entrufted  with  this  fuperintendance  in  the  general  commif- 
fion  and  the  mints. 

The  effigy  of  the  king  is  ftruck  on  all  the  coinage  of  the  king- 
dom. 

III.  The  king  orders  letters  patent,  brevets,  and  commiffions, 
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to  be  delivered  to  all  the  public  offices  that  ought  to  receive 
them. 

IV.  The  king  orders  a  lift  of  penfions  and  gratifications  to  be 
made  out,  for  the  purpofe  of  being  prefented  to  the  legiflative 
body  eacih  feffion,  and  decreed,  if  there  is  reafon  for  it. 

Section    I. 
Of  the  Promulgation  of  Laws. 

% 

I.  THE  executive  power  is  charged  with  ordering  the  feaJ 
of  ftate  to  be  put  to  laws,  and  caufing  them  to  be  promulgated. 

It  is  equally  charged  with  caufing  to  be  promulgated  and  exe- 
cuted, thofe  acts  of  the  legislative  body  which  have  no  need  of 
the  fan&ion  of  the  king. 

II.  Two  copies  of  each  law  fhall  be  made,  both  figned  by  the 
king,  counterfigmed  by  the  minifter  of  juftice,  and  fealed  with 
the  feal  of  State.  The  one  (hall  be  depofited  in  the  archives  of 
the  feal,  and  the  other  fhall  be  fent  to  the  archives  of  the  legifla- 
tive body. 

III.  The  promulgation  of  laws  fhall  be  thus  exprefTed  : 

"  N.  (the  king's  name)  by  the  grace  of  God  and  the  conftitu- 
"tional  law  of  the  State,  King  of  the  French,  to  all  prefent  and  to 
come,  greeting.  The  National  Affembly  has  decreed,  and  we 
will  and  ordain  as  follows  : 

(Here  a  literal  copy  of  the  decree  fhall  be  inferted,  without 
any  variation.) 

«  We  command  and  ordain  to  all  adminiflrative  bodies  and 
courts  of  juftice,  to  caufe  thefe  prefentstobe  tranfcribed  on  their 
regifters,  read  and  publifh  d,  and  pofted  up  in  their  departments 
and  refpective  places  of  re  fort,  and  executed  as  a  law  of  the 
realm ;  in  witnefs  of  which  we  have  figned  the'fe.  prefents,  to 
which  we  have  caufedthe  feal  of  the  State  to  be  put." 

IV.  If  the  king  be  a  minor,  laws,  proclamations,  and  other 
acts  proceeding  from  the  r  ^val  authority  during  the  regency, 
fhall  be  conceived  in  thefe  terms  : 

"  N.  (the  name  of  the  reg.mt)  regent  of  the  kingdom,  in  the 
name  of  N.  (the  king's  nam.;)  by  the  grace  of  God  and  the  con- 
ftitutional  law  of  the  State,  Kins  of  the  French,  &c." 

V.  The  executive  power  is  bound  to  ki\d  the  laws  to  the 
adminiflrative  bodies  and  courts  of  juftice,  to  be  certified  that 
they  are  fo  fent,  and  to  anfwer  for  it  to  the  legiflative  body. 

VI.  The  executive  power  cannot  make  any  law,  not  even 
provifional,  but  merely  proclamations,  conformable  to  the  laws, 
to  ordain  or  enforce  the  execution. 
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Section    II. 
Of  the  Interior  rfdminij} ration. 

I.  THERE  is  in  each  department  a  fuperior  adminiftration, 
and  in  each  diftrict  a  fubordinate  adminiftration. 

II.  The  adminiftrators  have  no  character  of  reprefentation. 
They  are  agents,  chofen  for  a  time  by  the  people,  to  exerc;  fc 

under  the  fuperintendance  and  authority  of  the  kin?,  the  admini- 
ftrative  functions. 

III.  They  can  neither  intermeddle  in  the  exercife  of  the  le- 
giflative power,  nor  fufpend  the  execution  of  the  laws,'nor  afiiime 
any  authority  over  judicial  proceedings,  nor  over  military  regu- 
lations or  operations. 

IV.  The  adminiftrators  are  efTentially  charged  with  the  re- 
partition of  the  direct  taxes,  and  with  the  fuperintendance  of  the 
funds  ariiing  from  all  the  contributions  and  public  revenues  in 
their  territory. 

It  belongs  to  the  legiflative  power  to  determine  the  rules  and 
mode  of  their  functions,  both  with  refpect  to  the  objects  above 
mentioned,  as  well  as  with  refpect  to  all  the  other  parts  of  the 
interior  adminiftration. 

V.  The  king  has  the  right  of  annulling  fuch  acts  of  the  admi- 
niftrators of  department,  as  are  contrary  to  the  law,  or  the  orders 
he  has  tranfmitted  to  them. 

He  may,  in  cafe  of  cbftinate  difobedience,  or  of  their  endan- 
gering, by  their  acts,  the  fafety  or  peace  of  the  public,  fufpend 
them  from  their  functions. 

VI.  The  adminiftrators  of  department  have  alfo  the  right  of 
annulling  the  acts  of  the  fub-adminiftrators  of  diftrict,  contrary 
to  the  laws  or  to  the  arrets  of  administrators  of  department,  or 
to  the  orders  which  the  latter  fhall  have  given  or  tranfmitted. 

They  may  likewife,  in  cafe  of  an  cbftinate  difobedience  on  the 
part  of  the  fub-adminiftrators,  or  if  the  latter  endanger,  by  their 
acts,  the  public  fafety  or  tranquillity,  fufpend  them  from  their 
functions,  with  the  referve  of  informing  the  king,  who  may  re- 
move or  confirm  the  fufpenfion. 

VII.  The  king,  if  the  adminiftrators  of  department  (hall  not 
ufe  the  power  which  is  delegated  to  them  in  the  article  above, 
may  directly  annul  the  acts  of  fub-adminiftrators,  and  fufpend 
them  in  the  fame  cafes. 

VIII.  Whenever  the  king  mail  pronounce  or  confirm  the 
fufpenfion  of  adminiftrators,  or  fub-adminiftrators,  he  (hall  in- 
form the  legiflative  body.  This  body  may  either  remove  or 
confirm  the  fufpenfion,  or  even  diffolve  the  culpable  administra- 
tion ;  and,  if  there  be  ground,  remit  all  die  adminiftrators,  or 
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fome  of  them,  to  the  criminal  tribunals,  or  enforce  againft  them 
the  decree  of  accufation. 

Section   III. 
Of  External  Connections. 

I.  THE  King  alone  can  keep  up  foreign  political  connections* 
conduct  negociations,  make  preparations  of  war  proportioned  to 
thofe  of  the  neighbouring  ftates  ;  diftribute  the  land  and  fea 
forces,  as  he  fhall  judge  molt  fuitable,  and  regulate  their  direc- 
tion in  cafe  of  war. 

II.  Every  declaration  of  war  fhall  be  made  in  thefe  terms  : 
Bj  the  King  of  the  French,  in  the  name  of  the  Nation. 

III.  It  belongs  to  thz  King  to  refolve  and  fign  with  all  foreign 
powers,  all  treaties  of  peace,  alliance,  and  commerce,  and  other 
conventions  which  he  ihall  judge  necefFary  for  the  welfare  of  the 
State,  with  areferve  for  the  ratification  of  the  legiflative  body. 

C  H  A  P.     V. 

Of  the  yudicial  Power. 

L  THE  judicial  power  can  in  no  cafe  be  exercifed,  either 
by  the  legiflative  body  or  the  king. 

II.  Juftice  ihall  be  gratuitously  rendered,  by  judges  chofen  fora- 
time  by  the  people,  inftituted  by  letters  patent  of  the  king,  who  can- 
not refufe  to  grant  them.  Thev  cannot  be  depofed,  but  for  forfei- 
ture duly  judged;  nor  fufpended  but  for  an  accufation  admitted. 

The  public  accufers  mail  be  named  by  the  people. 

III.  The  tribunals  cannot  either  interfere  in  the  exercife  of 
the  legiflative  power,  or  fufpend  the  execution  of  the  laws,  or 
undertake  the  adminiftrative  function,  or  cite  before  them  the 
administrators,  on  account  of  their  functions. 

IV.  The  citizens  cannot  be  withdrawn  from  the  judges  whom 
the  law  afligns  to  them  by  any  commiflion,  or  by  any  other 
attributions  or  evocations  than  thofe  which  are  determined  by 
the  laws. 

V.  The  right  of  the  citizens  to  terminate  definitively  their 
difputes  by  die  way  of  arbi  ation,  (hall  receive  no  infringement 
from  the  acts  of  the  legiflative  power. 

VI.  The  ovdimiry  courts  of  juftice  cannot  receive  any  civil 
action,  until  it  be  certified  to  them  that  the  parties  have  appear- 
ed, or  that  the  purfu  :r  has  cited  the  oppofite  party  to  appear 
before  mediators,  to  endravour  to  bring  about  a  reconciliation. 

VII.  There  fhall  be  one  or  more  judges  of  peace  in  the  can- 
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ton  and  in  the  towns.     The  number  of  them  fhall  be  deter- 
mined by  the  legiflative  power. 

VIII.  It  belongs  to  the  legiflative  power  to  regulate  the  num- 
ber and  extent  of  jurifdiction  of  the  tribunals,  and  the  number  of 
judges  of  which  each  tribunal  mall  be  compof  d. 

IX.  In  criminal  matters,  no  citizen  can  be  tried,  but  on  an 
accufation  received  by  a  jury,  or  decreed  by  the  legiflative  body, 
in  the  cafes  v/here  it  belongs  to  it  to  purfue  the  accufation, 

After  the  admifiion  of  the  accufation,  the  fact  mall  be  recog- 
nized and  declared  by  a  jury. 

The  accufed  fhall  have  a  right  to  refufe,  as  far  as  twenty  ju- 
rors, without  afli2;nin2:  reafons. 

The  jury  which  declares  the  fact,  cannot  be  of  fewer  than 
twelve  members. 

The  application  of  the  law  fhall  be  made  by  judges. 

The  inftruction  of  the  procefs  mall  be  public,  and  the  aflift- 
ance  of  counfel  cannot  be  refufed  to  the  accufed. 

No  man  acquitted  by  a  lawful  jury,  can  be  retaken  or  accufed 
on  account  of  the  fame  fact. 

X.  No  man  can  be  feized  upon,  but  in  order  to  be  conducted 
before  an  officer  of  police  :  and  no  man  can  be  arretted  or  de- 
tained, but  in  virtue  of  a  mandate  of  the  officers  of  police  ;  of  an 
order  for  perfonal  arreftation  by  a  tribunal  ;  of  a  decree  of  accu- 
fation of  the  legiflative  body,  in  the  cafes  where  it  belongs  to  it 
to  pronounce  ;  or  of  a  fentence  of  imprifonment  or  detention  for 
the  fake  of  correction. 

XI.  Every  man  feized  upon  and  conducted  before  an  officer 
of  police,  lhall  be  examined  immediately,  or  at  leaft  in  twenty- 
four  hours. 

If  it  refult  from  the  examination,  that  there  be  no  ground  for 
blame  againft  him,  he  fhall  be  directly  fet  at  liberty  ;  or  if  there 
be  ground  to  fend  him  to  a  houfe  of  arreft,  he  fhall  be  conducted 
there  with  the  leaft  delay  poflible,  and  that  in  any  cafe  cannot 
exceed  three  days. 

XII.  No  man  arrefted  can  be  detained  if  he  give  lufficient 
bail,  in  all  cafes  where  the  law  permits  a  man  to.  remain  free 
under  bail. 

XIII.  No  man,  in  the  cafes  when  detention  is  authorifed  by 
the  law,  can  be  conducted  or  detained  any  where,  but  in  thole 
places  legally  and  publicly  marked  out  as  houfes  of  arreft,  of  juf- 
tice,  or  prifons. 

XI.  No  guard  nor  jailor  can  receive  or  detain  any  man,  but 
in  virtue  of -a  mandate,  order  of  arreft,  decree  of  accufation,  or 
fentence,  mentioned  in  the  tenth  article,  above,  nor  without 
tranferibing  them  in  his  own  regifter. 
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XV.  Every  guard  or  jailor  is  bound,  and  no  order  can  re- 
Jeafe  him  from  the  obligation,  to  produce  the  perfon  detained  to 
the  civil  officer  who  fuperintends  the  police  of  the  houfe  of  ar- 
reft,  as  often  as  it  mall  be  required  of  bim. 

The  production  of  the  perfon  detained,  cannot  alfo  be  refufed 
to  his  relations  and  friends,  who  bring  an  order  from  a  civil  offi- 
cer, who  ihall  be  bound  always  to  grant  it,  unlefs  the  guard  or 
jailor  produce  an  order  from  a  judge,  tranfcribed  in  his  regifter, 
to  keep  the  perfon  arretted  fecret. 

XVI.  Every  man,  whatever  be  his  place  or  occupation,  ex- 
cept thofe  to  whom  the  law  confides  the  right  of  arreftation, 
who  fhall  give,  fign,  execute,  or  make  to  be  executed,  an  order 
to  arreft  a  citizen  ;  or  whoever,  even  in  the  cafes  of  arreftation 
authorifed  by  the  law,  fhall  conduct,  receive,  or  detain  a  citizen, 
in  a  place  of  detention  not  publicly  and  legally  marked  out ;  and 
every  guard  or  jailor  who  fnall  act.  in  oppofition  to  the  difpofi- 
tion  of  the  above  XIV.  and  XV,  articles  ;  fhall  be  culpable  of 
the  crime  of  arbitrary  detention. 

XVII.  No  man  can  be  taken  up,  or  profecuted,  on  account 
of  the  writings  which  he  has  made  to  be  printed  or  puhlifhed, 
whatever  be  their  fubjecl,  if  he  has  not  defignedly  provoked  difT 
obedience  to  the  law,  outrage  to  the  eftabUihed  powers,  and  re- 
finance to  their  acts,  or  any  of  the  actions  declared  crimes  or 
offences  by  the  law. 

The  cenfure  of  all  the  acts  of  the  eftablimed  powers  is  per- 
mitted ;  but  voluntary  calumnies  againft  the  probity  of  public 
officers,  and  againft  the  rectitude  of  their  intentions  in  the  exer- 
cife  of  their  functions,  may  be  profecuted  by  thofe  who  are  the 
fubjecl:  of  them. 

Calumnies,  or  injurious  fayings  againft  any  kind  of  perfons, 
relative  to  the  actions  of  their  private  life,  mail  be  punifhed  by 
profecutipn. 

XVHL  No  man  can  be  judged,  either  civilly  or  criminally, 
for  acts  of  writing,  printing,  or  publiihing,  except  it  has  been 
recognized  and  declared  by  a  jury,  ift,  that  there  is  an  offence 
in  the  writing  denounced ;  2d,  that  the  perfon  profecuted  is 
guilty  of  it. 

XIX.  There  ihall  be,  for  the  whole  kingdom,  one  only  tribu- 
nal of  annulment,  eftablifhed  near  the  legiflative  body.  Its 
functions  mail  be,  to  pronounce 

On  demands  of  annulment  of  judgments,  given  in  the  laft  re- 
fort  by  the  tribunals  ; 

On  demands  of  beinr;  remitted  from  one  tribunal  to  another, 
for  lawful  caufes  of  fufpicion  ; 
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On  regulations  refpecling  judges,  and  fuits  againft  a  whole 
tribunal. 

XX.  In  queftions  of  annulment,  the  tribunal  of  annulment 
fhall  never  take  cognizance  of  the  affair  itfelf  5  but  after  having 
annulled  the  fentence  which  fhall  have  been  pronounced  in  a 
procefs,  and  in  which  the  forms  have  been  violated,  or  which 
fhall  contain  an  exprefs  contradiction  to  the  law,  it  fhall  remit 
the  original  affair  to  the  tribunal  which  ought  to  decide  on  it. 

XXI.  When,  after  being  twice  annulled,  a  fentence  pro- 
nounced by  a  third  tribunal  fhall  be  attacked  on  the  fame  grounds 
as  at  firft,  the  queftion  fhall  no  more  be  judged  by  the  tribunal 
of  annulment,  without  having  been  fubmitted  to  the  legiilative 
body,  who  mail  pafs  a  decree  declarative  of  the  law,  to  which 
the  tribunal  of  annulment  fhall  be  bound  to  conform. 

XXII.  Every  year,  the  tribunal  of  annulment  fhall  b?  bound 
to  fend  to  the  bar  of  the  legiilative  body,  a  deputation  of  eight 
of  its  members,  to  prefent  a  ftate  of  the  decifions  palled ;  on 
the  the  margin  of  each  of  which  fhall  be  placed  a  fhort  account 
of  the  affair^  and  the  text  of  the  law  which  fhall  have  determined 
the  decifion. 

XIII.  A  high  national  court,  formed  of  the  members  of  the 
members  of  the  tribunal  of  annulment,  and  of  high  jurors,  fhall 
take  cognizance  of  offences  committed  by  the  minifters  and 
principal  agents  of  the  executive  power,  and  of  thofe  crimes 
which  attack  the  general  fafety  of  the  State,  after  the  legiila- 
tive body  fhall  have  paffed  a  decree  for  accufation. 

It  fhall  not  be  affembled  but  at  the  proclamation  of  the  le- 
giilative body,  and  at  the  diflance  of  thirty  thoufand  toifes  at 
leaf!,  from  the  place  where  the  legiilative  body  holds  its 
meetings. 

XXIV.  The  orders  iffued  for  executing  the  judgments  of 
the  tribunals  fhall  be  conceived  in  thefe  terms : 

"  N.  (the  name  of  the  king)  by  the  grace  of  God,  and  by 
the  conftitutional  law  of  the  State,  King  of  the  French,  to  all 

prefent   and    to  come,  greeting.     The  tribunal  of  — ■ ,  has 

paffed  the  following  judgment :,? — (Here  fhall  follow  a  copy  of 
the  judgment,  in  which  fhall  be  mentioned  the  names  of  the 
judges.) 

"  We  charge  and  enjoin  all  oncers,  upon  the  prefent  de- 
mand, to  put  the  faid  judgment  into  execution,  our  commiffa- 
ries  of  the  tribunals  to  enforce  the  fame,  and  all  the  com- 
manders and  officers  of  liiie  public  force  to  be  affifting  with  their 
force,  when  it  mall  be  legally  required  ;  in  witnefs  of  which,  the 
prefent  judgment  has  been  figned  by  the  prefident  of  the  tribu- 
nal, and  by  the  regifler." 
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XXV.  The  functions  of  the  king's  comrnifTaries  in  the  trlr 
bunals  fhall  be,  to  require  the  obfervance  of  the  laws  in  the 
judgments  to  be  given,  and  to  caufe  them  to  be  executed  after 
they  are  pafTed. 

They  (hall  not  be  public  accufers  ;  but  they  fhall  be  rvjard  on 
all  accufations,  and  (hall  require,  during  procefs,  regularity  of 
forms,  and,  before  judgment,  application  of  the  law. 

XXVI.  The  king's  comrnifTaries  in  the  tribunals  fhall  de- 
nounce to  the  director  of  the  jury,  either  officially,  or  according 
to  orders  given  them  by  the  king  ; 

Offences  againft  the  individually  liberty  of  citizens,  againft 
the  free  circulation  of  provifions  and  other  objects  of  commerce, 
and  againft  the  collection  of  contributions  ; 

Offences  by  which  the  execution  of  orders  given  by  the  king, 
in  the  exercife  of  the  functions  delegated  to  him,  fhall  be  dif- 
turbed  or  impeded ; 

Infringements  on  the  law  of  nations  ;  oppofition  to  the  exe- 
cution of  judgments  ;  and  to  all  executive  acts  proceeding  from 
eftabl  lined  power. 

XXVII.  The  minifler  of  juflice  fhall  denounce  to  the  tribu- 
nal of  appeal,  by  means  of  the  king's  commifTary,  and  without 
prejudice  to  the  rights  of  the  parties  interested,  the  acts  in  which 
the  judges  have  exceeded  the  bounds  of  their  powers. 

The  tribunal  fhall  annul  thefe  acts ;  and  if  they  give  ground 
for  forfeiture,  the  fact  mail  be  reprefented  to  the  legiflative  body, 
which  fhall  pafs  the  decree  of  accufation  if  there  be  ground,  and 
refer  the  parties  informed  againft  to  the  high  national  court. 

TITLE    IV. 

OF    THE    PUBLIC    FORCE. 

I.  THE  public  force  is  instituted  to  defend  the  State  againft 
external  enemies,  and  to  maintain  internal  order,  and  the  execu- 
tion of  the  laws. 

II.  It  is  compofed 

i     Of  the  land  and  fea  armies  ; 

Of  the  troops  efpecially  deftined  for  home  feryice; 

And,  fubfidiarily,  of  the  active  citizens,  and  their  children  of 
age  to  bear  arms,  regiftered  in  the  roll  of  national  guards. 

III.  The  national  guards  do  not  form  a  military  body,  or  an 
institution  in  the  State  y  they  are  the  citizens  themfelves,  called 
to  affift  the  public  force. 

IV.  The  citizens  can  never  embody  themfelves, or  act  as  na- 
tional guards,  but  by  virtue  of  a  legal  requifition  or  authority. 
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V.  They  are  fubjccl:  in  this  quality  to  an  organization,  to  be 
determined  by  the  law. 

They  (hall  be  diftinguifhed  in  the  whole  kingdom  by  only 
one  form  of  difcipline,  and  one  uniform. 

Diftinctions  of  rank  and  fubordination  fubfift  only  relatively 
to  the  fervice,  and  during  its  continuance. 

VI.  Officers  are  chofen  for  a  time,  and  cannot  again  be 
ehofen  till  after  a  certain  interval  of  fervice  as  foldiers. 

None  fhall  command  the  national  guard  of  more  than  one 
diftria. 

VII.  All  the  parts  of  the  public  force  employed  for  the  fafety 
of  the  State  from  foreign  enemies,  (hall  acl  under  the  command 
of  the  king. 

VIII.  No  body  or  detachment  of  troops  of  the  line  can  act 
in  the  internal  part  of  the  kingdom  without  a  legal  order. 

IX.  No  agent  of  the  public  force  can  enter  the  houfe  of  a 
citizen,  if  it  be  not  on  purpofe  to  execute  the  orders  of  police 
and  of  juftice,  or  in  cafes  formally  provided  for  by  the  law. 

X.  The  requifition  of  the  public  force,  in  the  internal  part  of 
the  kingdom,  belongs  to  the  civil  officers,  occording  to  the  regu- 
lations provided  by  the  legiflative  power. 

XI.  When  any  department  is  throughout  in  a  flate  of  com- 
motion, the  king  fhall  iflue,  under  the  refponfibility  of  minifters, 
the  neceiTary  orders  for  the  execution  of  laws,  and  the  re-efta- 
blifhment  of  order  ;  but  with  the  referve  of  informing-  the  le- 
giflative  body  if  it  be  aiTembled,  and  of  convoking,  it  if  it  be 
not  fitting-. 

XII.  The  public  force  is  ejfentially  obedient ;  no  armed  body 
can  deliberate. 

XIII.  The  land  and  fea  armies,  and  the  troops  deftined  to 
preferve  internal  fecurity,  are  fubjected  to  particular  laws,  both 
for  the  maintenance  and  difcipline,  and  for  the  manner  of  judg- 
ments, and  the  mature  of  punifhments,  on  occafion  of  military 
offences . 

TITLE    V. 

OF  PUBLIC  CONTRIBUTIONS. 

I.  PUBLIC  contributions  fhall  be  debated  and  fixed  every 
year  by  the  legiflative  body,  and  cannot  continue  in  force  longer 
than  the  laft  day  of  the  following  feiiion,  if  they  are  not  exprefsly 
renewed. 

II.  The  funds  neceflary  to  the  difcharge  of  the  national  debt, 
and  the  payment  of  the  civil  lift,  can,  under  no  pretext,  be  re- 
fwfed  or  fufpended. 
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The  falaries  of  the  minifters  of  the  catholic  religion,  who  are 
paid,  preferved,  elected,  or  named  in  virtue  of  the  decrees  of 
the  National  Conitituent  AfTembly,  form  a  part  of  the  national 
debt. 

The  legiflative  body  cannot,  in  any  cafe,  charge  the  Nation 
with  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  any  individual. 

III.  The  accounts  at  full  length  of  the  minifterial  department, 
figned  and  certified  by  the  minifters  or  commiifi oners,  mall  be 
rendered  public,  by  being  printed  at  the  commencement  of  the 
feflion  of  each  legislature. 

So  fhall  alio  the  flate  of  receipts  of  the  different  taxes,  and  all 
the  public  revenues. 

The  ftate  of  receipt  and  expenditure  mall  be  diftinguimcd 
according  to  their  nature,  and  fhall  exprefs  the  fums  received  and 
difburfed,  year  by  year,  in  each  diflrict. 

The  private  expenfes  of  each  department,  and  thofe  relative 
to  the  tribunals,  the  adminiftrative  bodies,  and  other  eftablifh- 
ments,  fhall  alfo  be  rendered  public. 

IV.  The  adminiftrators  of  department,  and  fub-adminiflrators, 
can  neither  eflablifh  any  public  contribution,  nor  make  any  dis- 
tribution beyond  the  time  and  the  fums  fixed  by  the  legiflative 
body ;  nor  deliberate,  or  permit,  without  being  authorized  by  it, 
any  local  loan  to  be  charged  to  the  citizens  of  the  department. 

V.  The  executive  power  directs  and  Superintends  the  collec- 
tion and  paying  in  of  contributions,  and  gives  all  the  neceffary 
orders  to  this  effect. 

TITLE    VI. 

OF  THE  CONNECTION  OF  THE  FRENCH  NATION  WITH  OTHER. 

NATIONS. 

THE  French  nation  renounces  the  undertaking  of  any  war 
with  a  view  to  make  conqueft,  and  will  never  employ  its  forces 
againft.  the  liberty  of  any  people. 

The  constitution  no  longer  admits  the  Droit  d'Auhaine. 

Foreigners,  whether  fettled  in  France  or  not,  inherit  the  pro- 
perty of  their  parents,  whether  Foreigners  or  Frenchmen. 

They  can  contract,  acquire,  and  receive  property  fituated  in 
France,  and  difpofe  of  it,  as  well  as  any  French  citizen,  in*  every 
mode  authorized  by  the  laws. 

Foreigners  in  France  are  fubject  to  the  fame  criminal  laws 
and  regulations  ot  police  as  French  citizens,  with  a  referve  for 
conventions  agreed  on  with  foreign  powers.  Their  perfons, 
effects,  induftry,  and  religion,  are  equally  protected  by  the  law. 
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TITLE    VII. 

OF  THE  REVISION  OF  CONSTITUTIONAL  DECREES. 

I.  THE  National  Conftituent  Aflembly  declares,  that  the 
Nation  has  an  imprefcriptible  right  to  change  its  conftitution ; 
and  neverthelefs,  confidering  that  it  is  molt  fuitable  to  the  na- 
tional intereft  to  make  ufe,  only  by  means  appointed  by  the  con- 
ftitution itfelf,  of  the  right  of  reforming  thofe  articles  which  ex- 
perience mail  demonftrate  the  inconvenience  of,  decrees,  that  the 
aflembly  of  the  revifion  fhall  proceed  in  the  following  manner. 

II.  When  three  following  legiflatures  mail  have  declared  an 
uniform  wifh  for  the  change  of  any  conftitutional  article,  the  re- 
vifion demanded  mail  take  place. 

III.  The  enfuing  legiflature  (that  commencing  in  1791)  can- 
not propofe  the  reform  of  any  conftitutional  article. 

IV.  Of  the  three  legiflatures  who  fhall  fucceflively  propofe 
any  changes,  the  firft  two  fhall  not  occupy  themfelves  relative 
to  that  object,  but  in  the  laft  two  months  of  their  laft  feflion, 
and  the  third  at  the  end  of  its  firft  annual  feflion,  or  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  fecond. 

Their  deliberations  on  that  matter  fhall  be  fubjected  to  the 
fame  forms  as  the  legislative  acts ;  but  the  decrees  by  which 
they  fhall  have  expreifed  their  defires,  fhall  not  be  fubjected  to 
the  fanction  of  the  king. 

V.  The  fourth  legislature,  augmented  by  two  hundred  and 
forty-nine  members  chofen  in  each  department,  by  doubling  the 
ordinary  number  which  it  furnifhes  for  its  population,  fhall  con- 
ftitute  the  aflembly  of  revifion. 

Thefe  two  hundred  and  forty-nine  members  fhall  be  elected 
after  the  nomination  of  reprefentatives  to  the  legiflative  body 
fhall  have  been  terminated,  and  there  fhall  be  formed  a  feparate 
proces-verbal  of  it. 

The  aflembly  of  revifion  fhall  not  be  compofed  of  more  than 
one  chamber. 

VI.  The  members  of  the  third  legiflatijre,  who  mail  have  de- 
manded  a  change,  cannot  be  elected  in  the  aflembly  of  revifion. 

VII.  The  members  of  the  aflembly  of  revifion,  after  having 
pronounced  ail  at  once  the  oath,  "  to  live  free  or  die"  fhall 
individually  fwear,  to  confine  themfelves  to  decide  on  the  cbjecls 
which  foali  have  been  fubmitted  to  them  by  the  unanimous  wijh  of 
three  proceeding  legiflatures ;  and  to  maintain^  in  other  refpeclsy 
with  all  their  power^  the  conftitution  of  the  kingdom  decreed  by  the 
National  ConJUtnent  Affembly  in  the  years  1789,  1790?  and  1791  ; 
and  to  he  in  all  faithful  to  the  Nation^  to  the  Law,  and  to  the 
King. 

Vol.  II.  G  g 
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VIII.  The  afTembly  of  revifion  fhall  be  bound  to  occupy  it- 
felf  afterwards,  and  without  delay,  in  the  objects  which  fhall 
have  been  fubmitted  to  its  examination  j  and  as  foon  as  this  tafk 
is  finifhed,  the  two  hundred  and  forty-nine  new  members,  named 
over  and  above,  fhall  retire,  without  taking  a  part  in  any  cafe  in 
the  legiflative  afls* 


The  French  colonies  and  pofTefTions  in  Afia,  Africa,  and 
America,  although  they  make  a  part  of  the  French  empire,  are 
not  included  in  the  prefent  conftitution. 


None  of  the  powers  inftituted  by  the  conftitution  have  a  right 
to  change  it  in  its  whole,  or  in  its  parts,  excepting  the  reforms 
which  may  be  made  in  it  by  the  mode  of  revifion,  conformably 
to  the  regulations  of  Title  VII.  above. 

The  National  Conftituent  AfTembly  commits  the  depofit  of 
it  to  the  fidelity  of  the  legiflative  body,  of  the  king,  and  of  the 
judges,  to  the  vigilance  of  fathers  of  families,  to  wives  and  to 
mothers,  to  the  attachment  of  young  citizens,  to  the  courage  of 
sill  Frenchmen. 


The  decrees  pafTed  by  the  National  AfTembly,  which  are  not 
included  in  the  a£r,  of  conftitution,  fhall  be  executed  as  laws  j 
and  thofe  anterior  laws  which  it  has  not  altered,  fhall  alfo  be 
obferved  fo  long  as  they  fhall  not  be  revoked  or  modified  by  the 
legiflative  power. 


Signed)    VERNIER,  Prefident. 

PoUGEARD, 
CoUPPE,     • 

Mailly, 

Chateau-renard, 

Chaillon,  \  Secretaries. 

Aubr  y  (Bifhop  of  the  Department  of  the 

Meufe), 
Darche, 


NEW    DECLARATION 


OF     THE 


RIGHTS    OF    MAN 


AGREED  TO  BY  THE  CONVENTION,  ON  SUNDAY,  JUNE 

23>  J793- 

THE  French  people,  convinced  that  forgetful nefs  of,  and 
contempt  for,  the  natural  rights  of  man  are  the  only 
caui'es  of  the  crimes  and  misfortunes  of  the  world,  have  refolved 
to  expofe,  in  a  Declaration,  their  facred  and  unalienable  rights, 
in  order  that  all  citizens,  being  able  always  to  compare  the  acts 
of  the  government  with  the  end  of  every  focial  inftitution,  may 
never  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  oppreflcd  and  degraded  by  tyranny  ; 
and  that  the  People  may  always  have  before  their  eyes  the  bafis 
of  their  liberty  and  happinefs:  the  Magistrates  the  rule  of  their 
duty;  and  the  Legiflature  the  object,  of  their  million — 

They  acknowledge  therefore  and  proclaim,  in  the  prefence  of 
the  Supreme  Being,  the  following 

DECLARATION    OF    THE     RIGHTS     OF     MAN,     AND    OF 

CITIZENS. 

Article  I.  The  end  of  fociety  is  common  happinefs,  Go* 
vernment  is  instituted  to  fecure  to  man  the  enjoyment  of  his  na- 
tural and  imprefcriptible  rights. 

II.  Thefe  rights  are  Equality,  Liberty,  Safety,  and  Property. 

III.  All  men  are  equal  by  Nature,  and  before  the  law. 

IV.  The  Law  is  the  free  and  folemnexpremonof  the  general 
will.  It  ought  to  be  the  fame  for  all,  whether  it  protects  or 
punifhes.  It  cannot  order  but  what  isjuft  aud  ufeful  to  Society. 
It  cannot  forbid  but  what  is  hurtful. 

V.  All  Citizens  are  equally  admiffible  to  public  employments. 
Free  people  avow  no  other  motives  of  preference  in  their  elec- 
tions than  virtue  and  talents. 

VI.  Liberty  is  that  power  which  belongs  to  a  man*  of  doing 
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every  thing  that  does  not  hurt  the  rights  of  another  :  its  prin- 
principle  is  nature:  its  rule  juftice:  its  protection  the  law: 
and  its  moral  limits  are  defined  by  this  maxim,  "  Do  not  to 
another  what  you  would  not  wifh  done  to  yourfelf." 

VII.  The  right  of  manifesting  one's  thoughts  and  opinions, 
either  by  the  prefs,  or  in  any  other  manner  :  the  right  of  affem- 
bling  peaceably,  and  the  free  exercife  of  religious  worfhip,  can- 
not be  forbidden.  The  necefiity  of  announcing  thele  rights 
fuppofes  either  the  prefence  or  the  recent  remembrance  of  del- 
potifm. 

VIII.  Whatever  is  not  forbidden  by  the  law  cannot  be  pre- 
vented. No  one  can  be  forced  to  do  that  which  it  does  not 
order. 

IX.  Safety  confifts  in  the  protection  granted  by  the  fociety  to 
each  citizen  for  the  prefervation  of  his  perfon,  his  rights,  and  his 
property. 

X.  The  law  avenges  public  and  individual  liberty  of  the 
abufes  committed  againft  them  by  power. 

XL  No  perfon  can  be  accufed,  arretted,  or  confined,  but  in 
cafes  determined  by  the  law,  and  according  to  the  forms  which 
it  prefcribes.  Every  citizen  fummoned  or  feized  by  the  autho- 
rity of  the  law,  ought  immediately  to  obey  ;  he  renders  himfelf 
culpable  by  refiftance. 

XII.  Every  act  exercifed  againft  a  man  to  which  the  cafes  in 
the  law  do  not  apply,  and  in  which  its  forms  are  not  obferved,  is 
arbitrary  and  tyrannical.  Refpect  for  the  law  forbids  him  to 
fubmit  to  fuch  acts  ;  and  if  attempts  are  made  to  execute  them 
by  violence,  he  has  a  right  to  repel  force  by  force. 

XIII.  Thofe  who  fnall  folicit,  difpatch,  fign,  execute,  or  caufe 
to  be  executed,  arbitrary  acts,  are  culpable,  and  ought  to  be 
punifhed. 

XIV.  Every  man  being  fuppofed  innocent  until  he  has  been 
declared  guilty,  if  it  is  judged  indifpenfable  to  arreft  him,  all 
feverity  not  necefTary  to  fecure  his  perfon  ought  to  be  ftrictly 
repreffed  by  the  lav/. 

XV.  No  one  ought  to  be  tried  and  punifhed  until  he  has  been 
legally  fummoned,  and  in  virtue  of  a'law  publifhed  previous  to 
the  commiffion  of  the  crime.  A  law  which  mould  punifh  crimes 
committed  before  it  exifted  would  be  tyrannical.  The  retro- 
active effect  given  to  a  law  would  be  a  crime. 

XVI.  The  law  ought  not  to  decree  any  punifhments  but  fuch 
as  are  ftrictly  and  evidently  necefTary  :  punifhment  ought  to  be 
proportioned  to  the  crime,  and  ufeful  to  fociety, 

XVII.  The  right  of  property  is  that  right  which  belongs  to 
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every  citizen  to  enjoy  and  difpofe  of,  according  to  his  pleafure,his 
property,  revenues,  labour,  and  induftry. 

XVIII.  No  kind  of  labour,  culture,  or  commerce,  can  be  for- 
bidden to  the  induftrious  citizen. 

XIX.  Every  man  may  engage  his  fervices  and  his  time,  but 
he  cannot  fell  himfelf;  his  perlon  is  not  alienable  property. 
The  law  does  not  acknowledge  fervitude;  there  can  exift  only 
an  engagement  of  care  and  gratitude  between  the  man  who  la- 
bours and  the  man  who  employs  him. 

XX.  No  one  can  be  deprived  of  the  fmalleft  portion  of  his 
property,  without  his  confent,  except  when  the  public  necefiity, 
legally  afcertained,  evidently  requires  it,  and  on  condition  of  a 
juit  and  previous  indemnification. 

XXI.  No  contribution  can  be  eftablifhed  but  for  general  uti- 
lity, and  to  relieve  the  public  wants.  Every  citizen  has  a  right 
to  concur  In  the  eftablifhment  of  contributions,  to  watch  over 
the  ufe  made  of  them,  and  to  call  for  a  ftatement  of  their  ex- 
penditure. 

XXII.  Public  aids  are  a  facred  debt.  The  fociety  is  obliged 
to  provide  for  the  fubfiftence  of  the  unfortunate,  either  by  pro- 
curing them  work,  or  by  fecuring  the  means  of  exiftence  to  thofe 
who  are  unable  to  labour. 

XXIII.  Inftruction  is  the  want  of  all,  and  the  fociety  ought 
to  favour,  with  all  its  power,  the  progrefs  of  public  reafon ;  and 
to  place  inftruction  within  the  reach  of  every  citizen. 

XXIV.  The  focial  guarantee  confifts  in  the  actions  of  all,  to 
fecure  to  each  the  enjoyment  and  prefer vation  of  his  rights. 
This  guarantee  refls  on  the  National  Sovereignty. 

XXV.  The  focial  guarantee  cannot  exift  if  the  limits  of  pub- 
lic functions  are  not  clearly  determined  by  the  law,  and  if  the 
refponfibility  of  all  public  functionaries  is  not  fecured. 

XXVI.  The  Sovereignty  refides  in  the  people  :  it  is  one  and 
indivifible,  imprefcriptible  and  inalienable. 

XXVII.  No  portion  of  the  people  can  exercife  the  power 
of  the  whole  :  but  each  Section  or  the  Sovereign  afTembled  ou^ht 
to  enjoy  the  righc  of  expreffing  its  will  in  perfect  liberty. 
Every  individual  who  arrogates  to  himfelf  the  Sovereignty,  or 
who  ufurps  the  exercife  of  it,  ought  to  be  put  to  death  by  free 
men. 

XXVIII.  A  people  have  always  the  right  of  reviling, 
amending,  and  changing  their  Conftitution.  One  generation 
cannot  fubject  to  its  laws  future  generations. 

XXIX.  Every  citizen  has  an  equal  right  of  concurring  in 
the  formation  of  the  law,  and  in  the  nomination  of  his  manda- 
tories or  agents. 
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XXX.  Public  functions  cannot  be  confidered  as  diftin&ions 
or  rewards,  but  as  duties. 

XXXI.  Crimes  committed  by  the  mandatories  of  the  peo- 
ple and  their  agents,  ought  never  to  remain  unpunifhed.  No 
one  has  a  right  to  pretend  to  be  more  inviolable  than  other  ci- 
tizens. 

XXXII.  The  right  of  prefenting  petitions  to  the  Depofi- 
tories  of  Public  Authority  belongs  to  every  individual.  The 
exercife  of  this  right*  cannot,  in  any  cafe,  be  forbidden,  fuf- 
pended,  or  limited. 

XXXIII.  Refiftance  to  oppreffton  is  the  confequence  of  the 
other  rights  of  man. 

XXXIV.  Oppreffion  is  exercifed  againft  the  focial  body, 
when  even  one  of  its  members  is  opprefTed.  Oppreffion  is  ex- 
ercifed againft  each  member,  when  the  focial  body  is  opprefTed. 

XXXV.  When  the  Government  violates  the  rights  of  the 
people,  infurre£tion  becomes  to  the  people,  and  to  every  por- 
tion of  the  people,  the  moft  facred  and  the  moft  indifpenfabie 
©f  duties. 


THE  CONSTITUTIONAL  ACT. 

OP    THE    REPUBLIC. 

Art.  I.  The  French  Republic  is  one  and  indivifible. 

OF    THE    DIVISION    OF    THE    PEOPLE. 

II.  The  French  People  are  divided,  for  the  exercife  of  the 
fovereignty,  into  Primary  Aflemblies  of  Cantons. 

III.  For  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  they  are  divided  into 
Departments,  Diftricts,  and  Municipalities. 

OF    THE    STATE    OF    CITIZENS. 

IV.  Every  man  born  and  refident  in  France,  of  the  age  of 
twenty  one  years  complete,  every  foreigner  aged  twenty-one 
years  complete,  who  has  refided  a  year  in  France,  who  has 
acquired  property,  married  a  French  woman,  adopted  a  child, 
or  maintained  an  aged  perfon;  in  fhort,  every  foreigner  who 
jQiall  be  judged  by  the  Legiflative  Body  to  have  deferved  well 
by  his  humanity,  {hall  be  admitted  to  exercife  uthe  rights  of  a 
French  citizen. 

V.  The  exercife  of  the  rights  of  Citizens  (hall  be  loft  by  being 
naturalized  in  a  foreign  country^  by  accepting  functions  or  fa- 
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vours  from  a  Goveniment  not  popular,  and  by  condemnation  to 
difgraceful  or  penal  punifhments. 

VI.  The  excrcife  of  the  rights  of  Citizens  (hall  be  fufpended 
by  a  ftate  of  accufation  \  and  by  being  declared  contumacious,  as 
k>r?~  as  the  fentence  is  not  reverfed. 

OF    THE    SOVEREIGNTY    OF    THE   PEOPLE. 

VII.  The  Sovereign  People  are  the  univerfality  of  the  French 
Citizens. 

VIII.  They  fhall  immediately  name  the  deputies. 

IX.  They  fhall  delegate  to  Electors  the  choice  of  Admiftra- 
tors,  Public  Arbitrators,  Criminal  Judges,  and  Judges  of 
Appeal. 

X.  They  fhall  deliberate  on  laws. 

OF  PRIMARY    ASSEMBLIES. 

XI.  Primary  Affemblies  fhall  be  compofed  of  Citizens  who 
have  refided  fix  months  in  each  canton. 

XII.  They  fhall  confift  of  two  hundred  Citizens  at  leaft,  or 
fix  hundred  at  moft,  called  to  vote. 

XIII.  They  fhall  be  conftituted  by  the  nomination  of  a  Pre- 
fident,  Secretaries,  and  Scrutineers. 

XIV.  Their  police  fhall  belong  to  them. 

XV.  No  perfon  can  appear  there  with  arms. 

XVI.  The  Elections  fhall  be  made  by  fcrutiny,  or  openly  by 
the  voice  of  each  voter. 

XVII.  A  Primary  AfTembly  cannot,  in  any  cafe,  prefcribe  an 
uniform  mode  of  voting. 

XVIII.  The  Scrutineers  fhall  certify  the  votes  of  Citizens 
who,  not  being  able  to  write,  prefer  voting  by  fcrutiny. 

XIX.  The  fuffrages  on  laws  fhall  be  given  by  yes  or  no, 

XX.  The  will  of  the  Primary  AfTembly  fhall  be  proclaimed 
as  follows:    "  Ths  Citizens   united  in   the  Primary  AJfemhly  of 

to  the  number  of  Voters^  vote   (for  or 

againft)  by  a  majority  of 

OF    THE    NATIONAL    REPRESENTATION. 

XXI.  Population  is  the  fole  bafis  of  the  National  Rep  re- 
fentation. 

XXII.  There  is  one  Deputy  for  every  forty  thoufand  indi- 
viduals. 

XX III.  Each  re-union  of  Primary  AfTemblies  refulting  from 
a  population  of  from  thirty-nine  to  forty-one  thoufand  fouls, 
nominates  directly  one  Deputy. 
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XXIV.  The  nomination  is  madt  by  the  abfolute  majority  of 
fuffrages. 

XV.  Each  Aflembly  calls  up  the  fuffrages,  and  fends  a  Com- 
miffioner  for  the  general  cafling  up  to  the  place  pointed  out  as 
the  moft  central. 

XXVII.  If  the  cafting  up  does  not  give  an  abfolute  majo- 
rity, a  fecond  vote  is  proceeded  to,  and  the  votes  are  taken  for 
the  two  citizens  who  had  the  moft  voices. 

XXVII.  In  cafe  of  equality  of  voices,  the  eldeft  has  the  pre- 
ference, either  to  be  on  the  ballot,  or  elected.  In  cafe  of  equa- 
lity of  age,  lot  decides. 

XX  VIII.  Every  Frenchman,  exercifmg  the  rights  of  citizen, 
is  eligible  through  the  extent  of  the  Republic. 

XXIX.  Each  Deputy  belongs  to  the  whole  nation. 

XXX.  In  cafe  of  the  non-acceptance,  refignation,  forfeiture, 
or  death,  of  a  Deputy,  he  is  replaced  by  the  Primary  Aflemblies 
who  nominated  him. 

XXXI.  A  Deputy,  who  has  given  in  his  refignation,  cannot 
quit  his  port,  but  after  the  admiflion  of  his  fucceflbr. 

XXXII.  The  French  people  alTemble  every  year  on  the  firft 
of  May  for  elections. 

XXXIII.  It  proceeds  in  them,  whatever  be  the  number  of 
citizens  prefent  having  a  right  to  vote. 

XXXIV.  Primary  Aflemblies  are  formed  on  extraordinary 
occafions,  on  the  demand  of  a  fifth  of  the  citizens,  who  have  a 
right  to  vote  in  them. 

XXXV.  The  convocation  is  made,  in  this  cafe,  by  the  Mu- 
nicipality of  the  ordinary  place  of  meeting. 

XXXVI.  Thefe  extraordinary  Aflemblies  'do  not  deliberate 
but  when  one  more  than  the  half  of  the  citizens  who  have  a  ricmt 
to  vote  in  them  are  prefent. 

OF    THE    ELECTORAL    ASSEMBLIES. 

XXXVII.  The  citizens  met,  in  Primary  Aflemblies,  nomi- 
nate one  eleclor  for  every  two  hundred  citizens,  prefent  or  not, 
two  for  from  two  hundred  and  one  to  four  hundred,  and  three 
from  four  hundred  and  one  to  fix  hundred. 

XXXVIII.  The  holding  of  the  Electoral  Aflemblies,  and  the 
mode  elections,  are  the  fame  as  in  the  Primary  Aflemblies. 

OF    THE    LEGISLATIVE    EODY. 

XXXIX.  The  Legiflative  Body  is  one,  indivifible,  and  per- 
manent. 

XL.  Its  feiiion  is  for  a  year. 
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XLI.  It  meets  the  firft  of  July. 

XLII.  The  National  Aflembly  cannot  be  conftituted  if  it  do 
not  confift  of  one  more  than  the  half  of  the  Deputies. 

XLIII.  The  Deputies  cannot  be  examined,  accufed,  or  tried 
at  any  time,  for  the  opinions  they  have  delivered  in  the  Legifla- 
tive  Body. 

XLIV.  They  may,  for  a  criminal  a£t,  be  feized  en  flagrant 
delit  ;  but  a  warrant  of  arreit,  or  a  warrant  fummoning  to  ap- 
pear, cannot  be  granted  againft  them  unlefs  authorifed  by  the 
Legiflative  Body. 

HOLDING    OF    THE    SITTINGS    OF    THE    LEGISLATIVE  BODY. 

XLV.  The  fittings  of  the  National  AfTembly  are  public. 

XLVI.  The  minutes  of  its  fittings  are  printed. 

XLVII.  It  cannot  deliberate,  if  it  be  not  compofed  of  twa 
hundred  members  at  the  leaft. 

XLVIII.  It  cannot  refufe  to  hear  its  Members  fpeak  in  the 
order  in  which  they  have  demanded  to  be  heard. 

XLIX.  It  deliberates  by  a  majority  of  the  Members  prefent. 

L.  Fifty  Members  have  a  right  to  require  the  appeal  nominal* 

LI.  It  has  the  right  of  cenfure  on  the  conduct  of  its  Members 
within  itfelf. 

LII.  The  police  appertains  to  it  in  the  place  of  its  fittings, 
and  in  the  external  circuit  which  it  has  determined. 

OF    THE    FUNCTIONS    OF    THE    LEGISLATIVE    EODY. 

LJII.  The  Legiflative  Body  propofes  laws  and  palles  decrees. 

LIV.  Under  the  general  name  of  Laws  are  comprehended  the 
acts  of  the  Legiflative  Body  concerning 

The  legiflation  civil  and  criminal ; 

The  general  administration  of  the  revenues,  and  of  the  ordi- 
nary expences  of  the  Republic; 

The  national  domains ; 

The  title,  the  weight,  the  imprefEon,  and  the  denomination  of 
money ; 

The  nature,  the  amount,  and  the  collection  of  contributions ; 

The  declaration  of  war  ; 

Every  new  general  distribution  of  die  French  territory  ; 

The  public  inftrucl:ion ; 

The  public  honours  to  the  memory  of  great  men. 

LV.  Under  the  particular  name  of  Decrees  are  included  the 
acts  of  the  Legiflative  Body  concerning 

The  annual  eftablifhment  of  the  land  and  Tea  forces ; 

The  permiflion  or  the  prohibition  of  the  paflage  of  foreign 
troops  through  the  French  territory; 
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The  introduction  of  foreign  naval  forces  into  the  ports  of  the 
Republic ; 

The  meafures  of  general  (afety  and  tranquillity  ; 

The  annual  and  occafional  distribution  of  public  fuccours  and 
works ; 

The  orders  for  the  fabrication  of  money  of  every  kind  ; 

The  unforefeen  and  extraordinary  expences  ; 

The  meafures  local  and  particular  to  an  adminiftration,  a  com- 
mune, or  a  kind  of  public  works  ; 

The  defence  of  the  territory  ; 

The  ratification  of  treaties  ; 

The  nomination  and  the  removal  of  commanders  in  chief  of 
armies  5 

The  profecution  of  the  refponfibility  of  Members  of  the 
Council,  and  the  public  functionaries  ; 

The  accufation  of  perfons  charged  with  plots  againft  the  ge- 
neral fafety  of  the  Republic; 
All  change  in  the  partial  diftribution  of  the  French  territory  j 

National  recompences. 

OF    THE    FORMATION    OF    THE    LAW. 

LVI.  The  plans  of  Law  are  preceded  by  a  report 

LVII.  The  difcuflion  cannot  be  opened,  and  the  law  cannot 
be  provifionally  refolved  upon  till  fifteen  days  after  the  report. 

LViil.  The  plan  is  printed,  and  fent  to  all  the  Communes  of 
the  Republic,  under  this  title:   Law  propofed. 

LIX.  Forty  days  after  the  fending  of  the  law  propofed,  if  in 
one  more  than  half  of  the  Departments,  the  tenth  of  the  Primary 
AlTemblics  of  each,  regularly  formed,  have  not  objected  to  it, 
the  plan  is  accepted  and  becomes  law. 

LX.  If  there  be  an  objection,  trie  Legiflative  Body  convokes 
the  Primary  AfTemblies. 

OF    THE    ENTITLING    OF    LAWS    AND    DECREES. 

LXI.  Laws,  decrees,  judgments,  and  all  public  ?cts  are  en- 
titled :  In  the  name  of  the  French  people^  the  ■  year  of  the 
French  Republic. 

OF    THE    EXECUTIVE    COUNCIL. 

LXII.  There  is  one  Executive  Council,  compofed  of  twenty- 
four  Members. 

LXIII.  The  Electoral  Affembly  of  each  Department  nomi- 
nates one  candidate.  The  Legiflative  Body  choofes  the  Mem- 
bers q£  the  Council  from  the  general  lift. 
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LXIV.  One  half  of  it  is  renewed  by  each  Legislature  in  the 
laft  month  of  the  feflion. 

LXV,  The  Council  is  charged  with  the  direction  and  fuper- 
intendance  of  the  general  Adminiftration.  It  cannot  act  but  in 
execution  of  the  laws  and  decrees  of  the  Legiflative  Body. 

LXVI.  It  nominates,  not  of  its  own  body,  the  Agents  in 
chief  of  the  general  Adminiftration  of  the  Republic. 

LXVII.  The  Legiflative  Body  determines  the  number  and 
the  functions  of  thefe  Agents. 

LXVIII.  Thefe  Agents  do  not  form  a  Council.  They  are 
feparated,  without  any  immediate  correfpondence  between  them ; 
they  exercife  no  perfonal  authority. 

LXIX.  The  Council  nominates,  not  of  its  own  body,  the 
external  Agents  of  the  Republic. 

LXX.  ft  negociates  treaties. 

LXXI.  The  Members  of  Council,  in  cafe  of  malverfation, 
are  accufed  by  the  Legiflative  Body. 

LXXII.  The  Council  is  refponiible  for  the  non-execution  of 
laws  and  decrees,  and  for  abufes  which  it  does  not  denounce. 

LXXIII.  It  recalls  and  replaces  the  Agents  in  its  nomination . 

LXXIV.  It  is  bound  to  denounce  them,  if  there  be  occaiion, 
before  the  Judicial  Authorities. 

OF    THE    CONNECTION    OF    THE    EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL  WITH 

THE    LEGISLATIVE    BODY. 

LXX  V.  The  Executive  Council  refides  near  the  Legiflative 
Body.  It  has  admittance  and  a  feparate  feat  in  the  place  of 
fittings. 

LXXVI.  It  is  heard  as  often  as  it  has  an  account  to  give. 

LXXVU.  The  Legiflative  Body  calls  it  into  the  place  of  its 
£ttings,  in  whole  or  in  part,  when  it  thinks  fit. 

OF    THE    ADMINISTRATIVE    AND    MUNICIPAL    BODIES. 

LXXVIII.  There  is  a  Muncipal  Adminiftration  in  each 
commune  of  the  Republic  ; 

In  each  diftrict  an  intermediate  Adminiftration  ; 

In  each  department  a  central  Adminiftration. 

LXXIX.  The  Muncipal  Officers  are  elected  by  the  Afiem- 
blies  of  the  Commune. 

LXXX.  The  Adminiftrators  are  nominated  by  the  Electoral 
AfTemblies  of  department  and  diftrict. 

LXXXI.  The  Municipalities  and  the  Administrations  are 
renewed,  one  half  every  year. 

LXXXII.  The  Adminiftrators  and  Municipal  Officers  have 
no  character  of  representation  ; 
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They  cannot,  in  any  cafe,  modify  the  acts  of  the  Legiflative 
Body,  or  fufpend  the  execution  of  them. 

-  LXXXIII.  The  Legiflative  body  determines  the  functions 
of  the  Municipal  Officers  and  Administrators,  the  rules  of  their 
fubordination,  and  the  penalties  they  mav  incur. 

LXXXIV.  The  fittings  of  Municipalities  and  Adminiftra- 
tions  are  public, 

OF    CIVIL    JUSTICE. 

LXXXV.  The  code  of  civil  and  criminal  laws  is  uniform 
for  all  the  Republic. 

LXXXVI.  No  infringement  can  be  made  of  the  right  which 
citizens  have  to  caufe  their  differences  to  be  pronounced  upon  by 
arbitrators  of  their  choice. 

LXXXVII.  The  decifion  of  thefe  arbitrators  is  final,  if  the 
citizens  have  not  referved  the  right  of  objecting  to  them. 

LXXXVIII.  There  are  Jufticesof  Peace  elected  by  the  citi- 
zens in  circuits  determined  by  the  law. 

L XXXIX.  They  conciliate  and  judge  without  expence. 

XC.  Their  number  and  their  competence  are  regulated  by 
the  Legiflative  Body. 

XCI.  There  are  public  Arbitrators  elected  by  the  Electoral 
Afiemblies. 

XCi'l.  Their  number  and  their  circuits  are  fixed  by  the  Le- 
gi Hative  Body. 

XC1II.  They  take  cognizance  of  difputes  which  have  not 
been  finally  terminated  by  the  private  Arbitrators  or  the  Juftices 
of  Peace. 

XCIV.  They  deliberate  in  public  ; 

They  e^ive  their  opinions  aloud ; 

They  pronounce  in  the  laft  refort,  on  verbal  defences,  or  Am- 
ple memorials,  without  procedures,  and  without  expence  5 

They  aflign  the  reafons  of  th  ir  decifions. 

XCV.  The  Juftices  of  Peace  and  the  Public  Arbitrators  are 
elected  every  year. 

OF    CRIMINAL    JUSTICE. 

XC  VI.  In  criminal  cafes,  no  citizen  can  be  tried,  but  on  an 
accuution  received  by  a  Jury,  or  decreed  by  the  Legiflative  Body; 

The  accufed  have  Counfei  chofen  by  themfelves,  or  nominated 
offipially  ; 

The  procefs  is  public  ; 

The  fact  and  the  intention  are  declared  by  a  jury  of  judg- 
ment : 
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The  punifhment  is  applied  by  a  criminal  tribunal. 
XCVII.  The  criminal  Judges  are  elected  every  year  by  the 
Electoral  Aflemblies. 

OF    THE    TRIBUNAL    OF    APPEAL. 

XCVIII.  There  is  one  Tribunal  of  Appeal  for  all  the  Re- 
public. 

XCIX.  This  tribunal  does  not  take  cognizance  of  the  me- 
rits of  the  cafe  ; 

It  pronounces  on  the  violation  of  forms,  and  on  exprefs  con-^ 
travention  of  the  law. 

C.  The  members  of  this  tribunal  are  nominated  every  year 
by  the  Electoral  Aflemblies. 

OF    PUBLIC    CONTRIBUTIONS. 

CI.  No  citizen  is  exempted  from  the  honourable  obligation 
of  contributing  to  the  public  charges. 

OF    THE    NATIONAL    TREASURY. 

CII.  The  National  Treafury  is  the  central  point  0/  the  re- 
ceipts and  expenfes  of  the  Republic. 

CIII.  It  is  adminiflered  by  accountable  agents,  nominated  by 
the  Executive  Council. 

CIV.  Thefe  agents  are  fuperintended  by  Commiffioners,  no- 
minated by  the  Legiilative  Body,  not  of  its  own  members>  and 
refponfible  for  abufes  which  they  do  not  denounce. 

OF  ACCOUNTABILITY. 

CV.  The  accounts  of  the  Agents  of  the  national  treafury 
and  the  Adminiftrators  of  the  public  money  are  given  in  annu- 
ally to  refponfible  Commiffioners,  nominated  by  the  Executive 
Council. 

CVI.  Thefe  verificators  are  fuperintended  by  commiffioners 
in  the  nomination  of  the  Legifiative  Body,  not  of  its  own 
members,  and  refponfible  for  errors  and  abufes  which  thev  do 
not  denounce. 

The  Legifiative  Body  pafTes  the  accounts. 

OF  THE  FORCES  OF  THE  REPUBLIC. 

CVII.  The  general  force  of  the  Republic  is  compofed  of  the 
whole  people. 

CVIII.  The  Republic  maintains  in  its  pay,  even  in  time  of 
peace,  an  armed  force,  by  fea  and  land. 
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CIX.  All  the  French  are  foldiers;  they  are  ail  exercifed  in 
the  ufe  of  arms. 

CX.  There  is  no  General  iffimo, 

CXI.  Difference  of  ranks,  their  diftin&ive  marks  and  fubor- 
donation,  fubfift  only  with  relation  tofervice,  and  during  its  con- 
tinuance. 

CXII.  The  public  force  employed  for  maintaining  order  and 
peace  in  the  interior,  does  not  afr.  but  on  the  requifition,  in 
Wiicing,  of  the  conftituted  authorities. 

CXllI.  The  public  force  employed  againil  enemies  from 
Without,  acts  under  the  orders  of  the  Executive  Council. 

CXIV.  No  armed  body  can  deliberate. 

OF    NATIONAL    CONVENTIONS. 

CXV.  If  in  one  more  than  the  half  of  the  Departments,  the 
tenth  of  the  Primary  Affemblies  of  each,  regularly  formed,  de- 
mand the  revifion  of  the  Conftitutional  Act,  or  the  change  of 
fome  of  its  articles,  the  Legiflative  Body  is  bound  to  convoke 
all  the  Primary  Aflemblies  of  the  Republic,  to  know  if  there 
be  ground  for  a  National  Convention. 

CXVX  The  National  Convention  is  formed  in  the  fame 
manner  as    the  Legiflatures,   and   unites  in  itfelf  their    powers. 

CXVII.  It  employs  itfelf,  with  refpect  to  the  Conftitution, 
only  on  the  objects  which  were  thecaufe  of  its  convocation. 

OF    THE     CORRESPONDENCE    OF     THE    FRENCH    REPUBLIC 

WITH    FOREIGN    NATIONS. 

CXVIII.  The  French  people  is  the  friend  and  the  natural 
ally  of  every  free  people. 

CXIX.  It  does  not  interfere  in  the  Government  of  other 
nations.    It  does  not  fuffer  other  nations  to  interfere  in  its  own. 

CXX.  It  o-ives  an  afylum  to  foreigners  baniihed  from  their 
country  for  the  caufe  of  liberty  i 

It  refufes  it  to  tyrants. 

CXXI.  It  does  not  make  peace  with  an  enemy  that  occu- 
pies its  territory. 

OF    THE    GUARANTEE    OF    RIGHTS. 

CXXII.  The  Conftitution  guarantees  to  all  the  French, 
equality,  liberty,  fafety,  property,  the  public  debt,  the  free  exer- 
cife  of  worlhip,  a  common  inltruction,  public  fuccours,  the  in- 
definite liberty  of  the  prefs,  the  right  of  petition,  the  right  of 
meeting  in  popular  focieties,  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights  of 
man. 
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CXXIII.  The  French  Republic  honours  loyalty,  courage, 
ao-e,  filial  piety,  misfortune.  It  puts  the  depofit  of  its  Conftitu- 
tion  under  the  guard  of  all  the  virtues. 

CXXIV.  The  Declaration  of  Rights  and  the  Conftitutional 
A£t.  are  engraven  on  tables  in  the  bofom  of  the  Legiilativc 
Body,  and  in  the  public  places. 

(Signed) 

COLLOT   D'HERBOIS,  Prefident. 


LANE,         "} 

i 


Durand-Mailj 

Ducos, 

Meaulle, 

Ch.  Delacroix,  f  Secretaries. 

Gossuin, 

P.  A.  Laloy. 
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A  P  r  E  N  D  I  X. 


The  New  FRENCH  CALENDAR,  for  the  prefent  Year, 

commencing  September  22. 


Names  ofMmiths,     Englijb. 

AUTUMN 

Vindemaire         Vintage  Month      from 
Brumaire  Fog  Month  — — 

Frumaire  Sleet  Month  — — 


erm. 


Nivos 

Pluvios 

Ventos 

Germinal 

Floreal 

Priareal 

Meffidor 

Fervidor 
F-xuclidor 


Sept.  22  to  Oct.  21 
Odt.  22  to  Nov.  20 
Nov.  21  to  Dec.  20. 

Dec.  21  to  Jan.  19 
Jan.  20  to  Feb.  18 
Feb.  1 9  to  March  20. 

March  2 1  to  April  1 9 
April  20  to  May  19 
May  20  to  June  18. 

June  19  to  July  18 
July  19  to  Aug.  17 
Aug.  18  to  Sept.  16. 

Sans  Qulot 'tides',  as  Feafts  dedicated  to 

The  Virtues  Sept.  17 

Genius  Sept.   iS 

Labour  Sept.   19 

Opinion  Sept.  20 

Rewards  SeDt.  21. 


winter 
Snow  Month  — 

Rain  Month  -— 

Wind  Month  — 

SPRING 

Sprouts  Month  — 
Flowers  Month  — 
Pafture  Month         — 

SUMMER 

Harvefl.  Month  — 
Hot  Month  — 

Fruit  Month  — 


Les  Vertus 
Le  Genie 
Le  Travail 
L' Opinion 

Les  Recompenfes 


The  intercalary  day  of  every  fourth  year  is  to  be  called  La 
Sans  Culottide ;  on  which  there  is  to  b^  a  national  renovation  of 
their  oath,  u  To  live  free  or  die."  The  month  is  divided  into 
three  decades,  the  days  of  which  are  called,  from  the  Latin  nu- 
merals, 


I.   Primidi.        2.   Duodi.         3.    Tridi.        A.  Quart  idi. 

5.  £>uintidi.       6.  Sextidi.     7.   Septidi.     8.   Odcdi, 

9.  Nonodi,        10.  Decadi,  which  is  to  be  the  day  of  reit 


THE    END. 
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